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'      Friday  > 2d  March,  179a, 

X  HERE  not  being  a  fufficient  number  of  Members  to  bal- 
lot for  a  Committee  on  the  Cirencefter  Ele&ion,  no  bufinefs 
was  done. 

Monday,  5/A  March. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  gave  notice  he  (hould  on  Wcdnefday 
next  propofe  to  the  Houfe  an  eftabliflunent  for  their  Royal 
Highneffes  the  Duke  and  Duchefc  of  York,  as  recommended 
in  His  Majefty's  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  prefent  feffion  of 
Parliament.  Preparatory  to  this  he  moved,  "  That  the  Houfe 
"  fhall  on  Wcdnefday  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
**  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  confideration  that  part  of  His 
"  Majefty's  fpeech,  which  recommends  an  fcftablifhraent  to  be 
u  made  on  their  Royal  Highneffes  the  Duke  and  Duchcfsof 

Vot.  XXXII.  B 


1  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1792, 

"  York."  Ordered.  Alfo,  "  That  the  treaty  made  betweeh 
"  us  and  Pruflia  on  that  event  be  referred  to  that  Committee." 
Ordered. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  alfo  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he 
fhould  bring  forward  the  confideration  of  another  part  of  the 
King's  fpeech,  which  related  to  the  funding  of  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney to  be  appropriated  to  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt. 
His  propofition  went  to  alter  in  fome  degree  the  plan  laid  down 
in  the  year  1 786,  and  as  it  was  a  matter  of  magnitude,  he  fhould 
make  it  the  fubje&  of  a  bill,  the  purport  of  which  he  fliould 
explain  to-morrow. 

Major  MAITLAND  gave  notice,  that,  he  fliould  on  Mon- 
day next  bring  forward  the  confideration  of  the  war  in  India. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  wifhed  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
ftate  what  the  nature  was  of  what  he  intended  to  bring  for- 
ward. 

Major  MAITLAND  faid,  he  had  two  objects  which  he 
meant  to  be  included  in  what  he  fliould  fubmit  in  this  bufinefs  ; 
the  origin  of  the  war  under  the  conduct  of .  Lord  Cornwallis, 
with  his  correfpondence  with  the  Nizam,  and  the  prefent  fitu- 
ation  of  that  War. 

Major  Maitland  then  faid,  he  had  a  petition  founded  upon 
one  which  had  been  prefented  to  the  Speaker,  which,  no  doubt, 
from  a  principle  that  was  folid,  as  well  as  practice  that  was 
prudent,  he  was  pleafed  to  rejeft.  It  was  a  petition  from 
Meflrs.  Wallis  and  Troward,  Law  Agents  of  his  Highncfs  the 
Nabob  pf  the  Carnatic,  praying  that  the  Houfe  would  give  them 
leave  to  prefent  the  petition  of  his  Highnefs  the  Nabob  as  his  Law 
Agents.     Leave^  was  given.  ; 

Major  Maitlaud  then  moved,  that  the  original  petition  be 
v  now  received. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  this  petition  was  prefented  to  him 
by  the  Law  Agents  of  the  Nabob,  received  from  him  under  his 
feal,  ftating  certain  fads,  requefting  the  Speaker  to  deliver  it 
to  the  Houfe,  which  he  declined. 

The  objection  which  he  hid  to  complying  with  this  requeft, 
did  not  refer  to  the  petition,  nor  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
authenticated,  but  was  folely  on  the  point  of  regularity  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Houfe,  Had  he  received  the  petition  in 
this  manner,  the  queftion,    "  That  this  petition  be  now  re- 
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%i  ceived,  6r  brought  up,  could  not  be  put."  The  check  on 
improper  petitions  would  thus,  be  done  away,  if  he  had  made 
himfelf  the  channel  of  communication  of  petitions,  or  any 
other  paper  prefented  to  him  in  this  manner.  It  was  true  that 
a  vote  of  the  Houfe  early  in  the  feflion  gave  the  Speaker  power 
to  prefent  papers,  under  particular  circumftanoes,  to  the  Houfe  ; 
but  he  thought  that  this  inftance  would  have  exceeded  the  pro- 
per bounds  of  his  power,  and  therefore  he  returned  this  peti- 
tion to  Meflrs.  Wallis  and  Troward,  that  they  might  not  be 
debarred  from  otherwife  proceeding  as  they  thought  fit. 
*  The  queftiori  was  then  put,  and  the  petition  was  brought 
up. 

It  was  entitled,  a  reprefentation  and  petition,  of  his  High- 
nefs  the  Nabob  Wau  lau  Jau  Ummeer  ul  Hind  Omdat  ul  Mulk 
Aufuph  ud  Dowlah  Unwer  ud  Dein  Cawn  Bahauder  Zuphar 
Jung  Sepah  Saular,  Sovereign  and  Soubahdar  of  the  Carnatic 
Payenghaut  and  Ballaghaut;  and  fet  forth,  that  the  Empire  of 
the  Moguls,  in  India,  has  fubfifted  for  feveral  ages,  difpenfing, 
by  favour  of  the  Almighty  G08,  the  bleflings  of  a  regular  Go- 
vernment to  a  large  divifion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth :  that 
one  fupreme  monarch,  the  King  offche  Moguls,  rules  overall 
the  kingdoms,  provinces,  and  dominions,  of  the  faidextenfive 
empire:  that  the'feveral  kingdoms,  or  provinces,  are  governed 
by  Princes,  who  derive  their  right  to  authority  from  the  King 
of  the  Moguls  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal  of 
the  empire  and  a  folemn  inreftiture  on  fuch  conditions  as 
may  have  been  mentioned  and  ordered  in  fuch  letters  patent : 
that  inferior  rulers  hold  certain  diftrifts  under  the  faid  Na- 
bobs or  Princes,  by  whofe  Saned  and  folemn  inveftiture, 
the  authority  and  rights  of  fuch  inferior  rulers  are  conftituted : 
that  thofe  inferior  rulers  pay  immediate  allegiance  and  obedi- 
ence, with  a  ftated  annual  tribute,  to  the  faid  Nabobs,  for  their 
country,  befides  performing  military  fervice  in  war,  and  when 
peace  comes  paying  their  proportion  of  the  expences  incurred, 
eftimated  by  the  ufual  amount  of  their  refpefti  ve  revenues ;  that, 
upon  the  dutiful  behaviour  of  fuch  inferior  rulers,  the  poflef- 
fions  of  the  father  are  granted  to  the  fon,  or  neareft  legitimate 
kinfman,  by*  regular  Saned  or  commiffion,  and  a  new  invefti- 
ture, upon  paying  the  accuftomed  fine  of  fucceffion :  that  no 
fucceflion  is  legal,   nor  can  the  fucceffor  execute  any  legal  a& 

B  % 


4  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1792. 

of  power,  until  he  has  received  fuch  Saned  or  commiffion,  and 
fuch  inveftiture,  from  his  immediate  fuperior  the -Nabob,  who 
is  Lord  Paramount  of  the  c#untry :  that,  when  fuch  inferior 
rulers  or  vaffals  commit  any  great  public  crime,  refufe  to  pay 
their  annual  tribute,  evade  or  difobey  orders  in  attending  their 
fuperior  in  war  with  all  their  forces,  when  they  abet  enemies, 
encourage  confpiracies,  or  in  any  dangerous  degree  prove  faith- 
lefs  to  their  immediate  Lord,  they  are  fined,  imprifoned,  or 
fubje&ed  to  abfolute  forfeiture,  in  proportion  to  their  crimes  t 
that,  upon  the  extin&ion  of  the  legitimate  male  line  of  fuch 
vaflals,  and  their  lawful  male  kindred,  their  territories  fall  of 
courfe  to  the  difpofal  of  their  liege  Lord :  that  the  prefent  Na- 
bob of  the  Carnatic,'  as  well  as  his  father  Anwar  ul  dien  Cawn 
Bahauder,  have  been  Nabobs  or  Princes  of  that  kingdom  or 
country  by  all  the  legal  and  regular  grants  and  inveftitures  of 
the  empire  of  the  Moguls :  that  the  prefent  Nabob  fucceeded 
his  father  in  the  year  of  the  Chriftian  sera  1749,  by  all  the  le- 
gal and  regular  grants,  as  Prince  of  the  whole  kingdom  of  the 
Carnatic,  from  the  river  Cri ft na,  to  Cape  Comor in  :  that  fuch 
grants,  and  fuch  inveftitures,  were  renewed  to  him,  with  a<t- 
ditional  rights,  immunities,  franchifes,  and  privileges,  by  the 
fucceflive  Kings  of  the  Moguls,  till  at  length,  more  than  four 
and  twenty  years  ago,  he  received  an  altumgah,  or  free  grant, 
for  ever,  from  the  prefent  King  Shah  Allum :  that,  by  this 
grant  of  total  independence,  the  allegiance  of  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Carnatic,  whether  natives  or  Europeans,  was  trans- 
ferred to  him,  as  it  had  been  poflefled  by  their  former  Sovereigns 
the  Kings  of  Delhi :  that  the  Nabob's  right  to  the  government, 
royalty,  and  dominion,  of  the  whole  Carnatic,  has  to  the  pre- 
fent day  remained  unimpaired,  undiminifhed,  and  unimpeached, 
by  any  a&,  deed,  compaft,  treaty,  conqueft,  or  other  ground 
or  pretence  whatfdever :  that  he  is  of  right,  axi&defafto)  inde-* 
pendent  of  any  claim  of  fovereignty  by  any  Prince,  Power,  or 
State  upon  earth :  that  he  is  the  legal,  undifputed,  and  acknow- 
ledged fucceffor  of  the  King  of  the  Moguls,  in  all  his  preroga- 
tives and  abfolute  rights,  over  the  whole^  Carnatic:  that  his 
Highnefs's  father,  as  well  as  himfelf,  became  known  to  the 
great  and  gracious  Kings  of  Great  Britain,  King  George  the 
Second,  and  his  prefent  Majefty  King  George  tr*e  Third :  that 
His  Majefty  King  George  the  Secoud,  ia  letters  under  his 
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royal  figriature,  and  counterfigned  by  the  principal  Secretary  of 
his  kingdom,  promifed  his  fupport  to  the  prefent  Nabob,  as  aA 
ally  who  merited  and  fhould  receive  his  prote&ion :  that,  in 
confequence  of  the  reciprocal  friendfliip  between  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  Nabob,  and  in  confideration  of  the  un- 
doubted rights  of  the  latter,  he  was  guaranteed  in  the  pofTefc 
fion  of  the  whole  Carnatic,  by  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the 
French  King,  by  the  eleventh  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  cif 
peace,  concluded  at  Paris  in  the  year  of  the  Chriftian  sera  1763: 
that  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  acknowledging 
and  confidering  the  Nabob  as  Sovereign  of  the  Carnatic,  wrote 
him  many  gracious  letters  under  his  own  royal  hand,  treating 
him  as  an  independent  Prince,  and  promifing  him  and  his  fa- 
mily his  royal  and  auguft  prote&ion  :  that  His  Majefty  fent  to 
the  Nabob,  as  an*  independent  Sovereign,  two  feveral  embaf- 
fies  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain :  that  his  rights  to  aitf 
abfolute  independence  are  fo  felf-evident  and  undeniable,  that 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  when  on  the  worft  terms  with  the 
Nabob,  declared  folemnly  on  their  records,  that  they  muft  ac- 
knowledge him  to  be  a  Sovereign  Prince;  that  the  Englifh  Eaft 
India  Company  fettled  factories  in  the  Carnatic,  as  merchants 
carrying  on  their  bufinefs  as  fuch  under  the  prote&ion  of  the 
Nabobs  of  the  country :  that,  conformable  to  their  confined 
fituation,  they  addrefled  their  immediate  fuperior  the  Nabob  by 
arzee  or  petition  :  that  Anwar  ul  dien  Cawn  Bahauder,  the  fa- 
ther of  the  prefent  Nabob,  when  he  arrived  in  his  government 
of  the  Carnatic,  found  them  in  their  fa&ory,  furrounded  by 
fomething  more  like  a  garden  wall  than  a  fort :  that  the  injuftice ' 
of  the  French  induced  Anwar  ul  dien  Cawn  Bahauder  to  fup- 
port the  Englifh,  as  well  as  himfelf,  againft  fuch  injuftice : 
that  Awnar  ul  dien  being  killed  in  battle  by  the  French,  and 
his  foil,  the  prefent  Nabob,  having  fucceeded  him,  Ahmed 
Shah,  the  King  of  the  Moguls,  ordered  his  fubje&s,  the  png-j 
lifh  fa&ories  fettled  in  the  Carnatic,  to  obey  him  the  Nabob, 
as  the  mediate  power  between  them  and  thejr  fovejseign,  the 
King  of  the  Moguls  :  that  the  governors  of  the  faid  fa&ories 
wrote arzees or  petitions  of  tbanks  to  the  Mogul,  for  appoint-, 
ing  the  prefent  Nabob  to  rule  over  them :  that  during  the  long 
war,    which, the  ambition  and  injuftice  of  the  French  raifed 
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againft  the  Nabob,  the  Englifh  Company  uniting  themfelves 
•with  him  as  faithful  fubje&s  of  the  Mogul,  their  joint  exertions 
which  were  powerfully  aflifted  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
became  at' length  vidorious  overall  their  enemies :  that  the 
Company's  fervants,  after  this  fignal  fuccefs,  folemnly,  under 
the  hand  of  their  Governor,  affured  the  Nabob,  that  their  wifli 
and  refolution  were  to  carry  oa  their  bufinefs  under  his  protec- 
tion, as  they  had  done  under  the  protection  of  fonder  Souba- 
dars:  that  the  Company  were  fo  thoroughly  fatisfied  that  the 
Nabob  was  the  legal  and  rightful  Sovereign  of  the  Carnatic, 
that  they  wrote  circular  letters  to  ( all  the  inferior  rulers,  who 
governed  different  diftri&s  of  the  country,  and  who,  taking 
advantage  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  late  times,  had  afted  a  falfe 
and  undutiful  part  towards  their  liege  Lord :  that  among  other 
rulers  of  lefs  note,  they  wrote  to  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  to  obey 
orders  and  commands,  fignifying  by  fuch  communication,  that, 
fhould  that  vaffal  prove  refraftory,  they,  as  good  fubje&Sj 
would  unite  their  arms  with  thofe  of  the  Nabob  againft  the  Ra- 
jah as  a  rebel:  that,  when  the  bufinefs  of  the  couatry  was 
fettled,  the  prefidency  of  Fort  Saint  George,  as  reprefentatives 
of  the  Englifh  Cornpany,  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the 
Nabob,  with  this  expreflion,  " .  being  obedient  to  him :"  that 
they  declared  that,  "  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  the  whole  Car- 
u  natic  was  intirely  and  firmly  eftablifhed  in  the  Nabob  and 
*-*  his  pofterity  :"  that  they  folemnly  engaged,  that  as  long  as 
the  Englifh  fettlements  fhall  remain  in  the  Deckan,  Bengal, 
and  Hindoftan,  the  Company's  people  are  diligently  to  ufe  their 
endeavours  in  promoting  and  aflifting  the  affairs  of  the  Carna- 
tic, in  its  obedience  to  the  Nabob,  and  in  maintaining  firm 
friendfliip  and  regard :  that  the  mind  of  the  Nabob,  being 
fwayed  by  reciprocal  fentiments  of  regard  towards  the  Englifh 
Company,  granted  them  a  large  jaghire,  which  they  ftill  hold 
under  him  as  Lord  Paramount;  that  the  grant  of  fuch  jaghire 
not  only  promoted^  their  opulence,  but  raifed  them  to  their  po^- 
litical  fituation  in  the  Carnatic,  which  is  that  of  perpetual 
Jaghiredars:  that,  after  the  fortunate  fettlement  of  the 
public  troubles,  peace,  the  wifh  of  all  good  men,  became 
the  commencement  of  misfortune  to  the  Nabob;  that  the 
Company's  fervants  having,  by  the  powerful  aid  of  the 
";ngof  Qreat  Britain,  been  of  very  fignal  and  very  effe&ual 
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fervice  in  expelling  the  enemies  of  the  Carnatk,  fcegart  to  mix 
their  hands  with  its  internal  politics  :  that,  under  the  pretence 
of  being  unable  to  obtain  juftice  by  force  from  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjore,  for  his  rebellious,  treacherous,  and  dangerous  beha- 
viour during  the  war,  they  entered  into  a  treaty  with  him  : 
that  the  Nabob,  deeming  the  terms  of  the  treaty  very  far  from 
being  adequate,  was  very  unwilling  to  fign  it ;  and  that  the 
#prefident  of  Fort  Saint  George  put  the  Nabob's  chop  by  force 
to  the  faid  treaty :  that  the  Nabob  will  not  afcribe  the  treaty  ta 
the  interefts  of  individuals,  but  will  only  obferve,  that  it  was 
a  glaring  encroachment  on  his  juft  and  independent  rights,  as 
Sovereign  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  The  Carjiatic :  that  the 
Company's  fervants  having  forgot  the  objeft  of  their  inftitu- 
tion,  which  was  trade,  in  the  length  of /the  war  turned  their 
thoughts  to  other  views :  that  by  prefling  the  Nabob  to  pay  his 
debt  to  the  Company,  which  he  had  incurred  for  their  aid, 
during  the  troubles,  and  that  in  iriftalments  too  large  for  his 
revenue,  he  wa$  forced  to  involve  himfelf  by  borrowing  mo- 
ney of  individuals  at  a  great  intereft :  that  thus  he  became  to 
be  prefled  by  nearly  the  fame  perfons  in  a  double  capacity ;  on 
the  one  fide  as  managers  of  the  public  funds,  on  the  other  as 
partly  the  proprietors  of  the  private  debts  :  that  diftrefs  thus 
began,  and  was  followed  up  by  various  misfortunes  :  that  the 
Company's  government,  on  the  fcore  of  his  diftrefles,  aflumed 
a  high  tone,  and  as  creditors  of  the  Nabob  began  to  leflen  his 
authority  by  interfering  with  his  government :  that,*  to  rendef 
him  more  fubfervient  to  their  own  domineering  fpirit,  they 
very  induftrioufly  and  fuccefsfully  concealed  from  the  Nabob 
his  being  guaranteed  in  all  his  rights  by  the  eleventh  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Paris  :  that  he  only  heard  of  that  treaty  at  lad 
through  the  humanity  of  an  Englilh  gentleman,  after  the  Pre* 
fidency  of  Fort  Saint  George  threatened  to  reduce  him  the  Na- 
bob to  a  mere  nominal  Nabob  like  him  of  Bengal :  that  the 
,.  Company's  fervants,  availing  themfelves  of  the  Nabob's  ignor 
ranee  of  the  treaty,  and  of  his  want  of  accefs  to  the  juftice  of 
the  Britifh  government  and  nation,  prefled  and  opprefled  him 
as  avarice  or  other  pafllons  prevailed ;  that  they  entered  into  a 
war  without  his  confent^  but  in  his  name,  and  charged  him 
with  the  expences  of  it  as  his  war  :  that  he  was  thus  expofed  to 
a  double  misfortune,  his  country  being  ravaged  by  the  enemy, 
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and  being  forced  to  extort  from  his  exhaufted  fubje&s  fuch  fums 
as  the  fervants  of  the  Company  choofe  to  charge  him  with  on  ac- 
count of  their  mailers :  that  the  Nabob,  worn  out  by  oppref- 
fions,  and  harafled  by  extortions,  refolved  to  convey  his  com- 
plaints to  the  ears  of  his  prote&or  and  the  guarantee  of  his  do- 
minions, His  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  :  that  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  then  His  Majefty's  Minifter, 
and  who  had  correfponded  with  him  the  Nabob,  as  an  ally  of 
Great  Britain,  ten  years  before  :  that,  in  confequence  of  his 
fetter,  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  appoint  an  ambaflador, 
unde^  the  Great  Seal,  to  inquire  into  the  grievances  of  the  Na- 
bob on  the  fpot :  that  the  inferior  and  fubordinate  rulers  of  pro- 
vinces and  diftri&s  of  the  Carnatic,  perceiving  that  the  Na- 
bob's authority  was  invaded  by  the  Company's  fervants,  became 
tefra&ory,  difobedient,  and  treacherous,  evading  their  annual 
tribute,  refufing  their  military  fervices,  correfponding  with 
rebels,  and  abetting  enemies :  that  the  mod  rich,  and  confe- 
tjuently  the  moft  powerful,  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  though 
highly  favoured  in  an  agreement  made  in  the  year  1762,  be- 
came, perhaps,  upon  that  very  account,  the  leaft  attentive  to 
his  duty,  and  the  moft  obftinate  in  his  public  and  conftitu- 
tional  delinquency  :  that,  fmall  as  the  tribute  was  which  he 
agreed  to  pay  by  that  treaty,  he  evaded  the  payment  of  it  by 
Various  and  falfe  pretences  :  that  he  encouraged  and  corre- 
fponded with  the  rebel  Jfqph  Cawn ,  that  he  abetted  the  inva- 
fion  of  Hyder  AH,  and  gave  him  money  and  provjfions  for  his 
army :  that  he  invited  the  Mahrattas  to  the  Carnatic,  and  par- 
ried on  intrigues  with  tbe  different  European  fadtories  and  fetn 
tlements  on  tne  Coaft :  that  he  refufed  to  perform  his  military 
fervices  when  war  was  }n  the  country,  though  bound  to  give  it 
upon  the  requifition  of  the  fuperior  :  that  as  a  proof  of  his  con^ 
nivance  with  Hyder  Alii,  that  chief,  when  fuperior  in -the 
field,  infifted  upon  his  being  included  as  his  friend  in  the  treaty 
which  he  forced  upon  the  fervants  of  the  Company  at  the  gates 
of  Madras  :  *that  he  refufed  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  war,  though  poffefled  of  a  very  ample  revenue, 
and  his  country  being  fituated  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Carna- 
tic, he  was  prote&ed  from  all  danger  by  the  exertions  of  the 
Nabob  and  the  Englifli  nation:  that  the  conduft  of  this  Rajah 
iyas  altogether  inexcufabk,   will  appear  from  the  following 
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fa&s  :  that  the  part  of  the  Carnatic  which  is  called  Tanjore  is, 
as  has  been  juft  mentioned,  furrounded  on  three  fides  by  the 
reft  of  the  Carnatic  :  that  the  fertility  of  the  country  depends  on 
the  river  Cavery,  which,  contrary  to  its  natural  courfe,  is 
forced  into  the  province  of  Tanjore,  by  a  mound  of  earth,  in 
a  place .  beyond  its  limits  :  that  from  that  circumftance,  and 
others  unneceflTary  to  be  named,  Tanjore  has  been  always  de- 
pendent on  its  neighbours :  that  when  a  Hindoo  fovereign 
reigned  over  the  Carnatic,  the  Naigs  of  Tanjore  were  his  feu- 
datories, vaflals,  and  fubjec"ts :  that  when  the  Hindoo  empire 
declined,  it  became  a  part  of  the  conqueft  of  the  Patan  king- 
doms of  the  Decan  ;  and  that  when  trouble  and  invafions  di- 
rected their  forces  and  attention  to  another  quarter,  Tanjore, 
never  intended,  by  itsfituation  and  nature,  to  be  a  feparate  go- 
vernment, became  dependent  on  the  Rajahs  of  Tritchinopoly : 
that  inthe  years  of  the  Chriftian  aera  1686  and  1687,  that  great, 
wife,  and  fortunate  king  of  the  Moguls,  the  illuftrious  Allum- 
geer,  having  reduced  the  kingdoms  of  the  Decan,  .became  fo- 
vereign of  the  Carnatic  :  that  Allumgeer,  having  conftituted 
one  of  his  nobles,  ZulphuearCawn  Bahauder,  Nabob  of  Arcot 
and  the  Carnatic,  ordered  him  to  reduce  the  Naig  of  Tanjore, 
who  had  raifed  troubles  by  abetting  the  defignsof  the  enemies  of 
the  king :  that  when  the  faid  Nabob  was  on  his  march  to  difplace 
the  Naig,  the  faid  Naig  made  the  mod  humble  fubmiflions  to  him 
the  Nabob  as  his  immediate  fuperior :  that,  in  confequence  of 
his  fubmiffion,  he  wasreftored  to  his  government,  upon  the  ufual 
terms  given  to  feudatories  and  vaflals ;  that  is,  upon  paying  an 
annual  tribute  of  300,0001.  befides  performing  military  fervice, 
with  all  his  forces:  that  to  the  faid  Naig,  whofe  name  was 
Sahu-je,  fucceeded  Shurfa-je  ;  and  to  him  Babu-Saheb,  both 
of  whom  paid  their  annual  tribute,  performed  their  military 
fervices,  befides  pacing  the  ufual  fine  of  fucceffion  upon  their 
refpe&ive  inveftitures  to  their  immediate  liege  Lord,  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot :  that,  after  fome  troubles,  which  were  fettled  and 
compofed  by  the  decifion  of  the  Divan,  or  Council  of  the  Na- 
bob of  the  Carnatic,  Sahu-je,  the  fecond  of  the  name,  became 
Rajah,  by  the  commiflion,  creation,  and  inveftiture  of  the 
faid  Nabob :  that  Sahu-je,  becoming  difobedient  and  refrac- 
tory, was  afterwards  imprifoned  by  his  liege  Lord  Sepadar  Ali, 
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Nabob  of  Arcot,  who  made  his  own  preceptor,  Sheik  Afliid, 
Governor  of  Tanj  ore:  that,  in  troubles  which  followed,  Sahu- 
je  was  again  reftored ;  but,  being  a  fecond  time  deprived  of' 
Tanjore,  one  Pertaub  Sing  was  raifcd  to  the  dignity  of  Rajah, 
by  Saned  of  Abdalla  Cawn,  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic  ;  in  which* 
he  was  afterwards  confirrried^by  the  Nabob  Anwar  ul  Dien 
Cawn,  the  father  of  the  prefent  Nabob :  that  Pertaub  Sing, 
becoming  negligent  in  paying  his  tribute,  and  otherwife  re- 
fractory, Anwar  ul  Dien  Cawn  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,.  was 
obliged  to  march  againfl  him,  and,  having  defeated  and  cha- 
ftifed  him,  received  him  to  his  protection,  upon  paying  his 
arrears>  and  the  expence  of  the  expedition  :  that  the  Englifti. 
Company's  Governrnent  fired  their  guns,  and  made  other  de- 
monffrations-of  joy,  when  they  heard  of  the  Nabob's  victory 
over  his  vaflal,  and  congratulated  him  in  an  addrefs  on  that  vic- 
r  tory :  that  when  the  Nabob  was  unfortunately  killed  in  battle 
by  the  French,  and  other  rebels,  in  July  1749,  much  trouble 
enfued  in  the  Carnatic  :  that  a  war  being  kindled,  in  which  the 
French  afiifted  a  falfe  Nabob,  and  the  Englifh,  as  good  fub- 
je&s  of  the  Empire,  having  flood  forth  in  fupport  of  the  legal 
Nabob,  his  prefent  Highnefs  of  the  Carnatic,  Pertaub  Sing, 
proved  falfe  to  his  immediate  Lord :  that  he  evaded  the  pay- 
ment of  his  annual  tribute,  and  refufed  compliance  upon  re- 
quifition  of  the  military  fervices  he  was  bound  to  perform  by 
the  nature  of  his  tenure:  that  he  fecretly  abetted  the  French* 
and  correfponded  with  their  rulers,  whilftVhe  amufed,  betray- 
ed, and  deceived,  his  Lord  Paramount,  and  his  friends  the 
Englifli :  that  by  thefe  means  he  faved  his  revenue,  and  became 
rich,  and  thus,  by  his  influence  or  his  power,  induced  the 
Englifh  Prefidency  to  make  the  faid  treaty  of  1762 :.  that,  how- 
ever, the  treaty  of  1762  related  only  to  matters  of  account^ 
and  the  future  amount  of  the  annual  peifheufh,  or  tribute ;  and 
that,  consequently,  it  left  the  conftitutional  rights  of  the  Na- 
bob over  Tanjore  unimpaired  and  entire :  that  Pertaub  Sing 
dying  in  December  1763,  hisfon  Tulja-je,  in  confequence  of 
the  Nabob's  promife  to  the  father,  was  raifed  by  Saned  andin- 
veftiture  to  the  Putt  of  Tanjore*  upon  paying  the  ufual  fine  of 
fucceflion  to  his  Lord :  that  the  firft  aft  of  his  power  was  to  af- 
faflinate  all  his  legitimate  male  relatigns,  making  himfelf  the 
lad  of  his  family  ;    that  he  was  as  perfidious,  and  more  abas-? 
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doned  than  his  father,   was  guilty  of  every  public  breach  of 
duty,  allegiance,  and  faith:  that  the  Dire&orsof  theEaft  Inr 
dia  Company  were  fo  much  offended  at  his  conduft,  that  they 
fent  pofitive  orders  to  their  feryants  at  Madras  to  aflift  the  Na- 
bob in  bringing  the  faid  Tulja-je,    his  vaflal,  to  a  fevere  ac- 
count, for  his  multiplied  delinquencies:  that  thofe  orders  were 
not  executed  by  the  prefidency  of  Fort  Saint  George,  on  ac- 
count of  the  political  ftate  of  the  furrounding  powers  when  the 
orders  arrived,  the  Nabob  himfelf  being  unwilling  to  drive 
matters  to  any  extremity  on  the  fame  account :  that  the  Rajah, 
continuing  a  fyftem  of  delinquency,    piefumed  to  take  up 
arms  againft  his  neighbours  and  fellow  vaflals,  the  fubje&s  and 
dependents  of  the  Nabob :    that  the  Englilh  Prefidency,    as 
well  as  the  Nabob,  when  they  remonftrat^d  againft  the  conduct  * 
of  Tulja-je,  were  treated  by  him  with  inattention,    infolence, 
and  contempt :   that  the  Nabob  and  the  Prefidency,  were  ob- 
liged, through  neceffity,  to  have  recourfe  to  arms :    that  their 
troops,  in  conjunction  with  the  ddeft  fon  of  the  Nabob,  at- 
tacked and  befieged  Tanjore,    and,  a  breach  being  made,  the 
.  Rajah  agreed  to  terms  equally  diffatisfaftory  tp  the  Nabob  and 
to  the  Prefidency  :   that  the  befiqgers  had  fcarce  removed  their 
troops  from  the  fight  of  the  Rajah,   when  he  began,  or  rather 
renewed,  his  connexion  with  Hyder  and  the  Mahrattas,  then 
the  enemies  of  the  jCarnatic :    that  he  continued  his  intrigues 
with  the  French,  Dutch,  and  Danes:  that  he  not  only  left  un7 
performed  the  articles  of  his  late  agreement,    but  broke  the 
treaty  of  1762,  by  evading  the  payment  of  his  tribute,  the  fet- 
tlement  of  accounts,  and  thp  amount  of  the  annual  tribute,  be- 
ing the  fole  objefts  of  that  treaty :  that  while  he  refufed  to  pay 
his  juft  peifliculh  to  his  fuperior,  he  aided  the  enemies  of  that 
fuperior  with  money,  provifions,  and  every  fpecies  of  affiftance, 
to  induce  and  enable  them  to  invade  the  Car na tic :    that  the 
Prefidency  of  Fort  Saint  George,   urged  by  the  neceffity  of 
preventing,  the  dangerous  efforts  of  the  Rajah  in  the  very  heart 
of  the  Carnatic,  again  joined  their  forces  with  thofe  of  the  Nar 
bob*  ta<;ha#ife,  and,  ftiould  he  prove  obftinate,  to  reduce  en- 
tirely this  r$fca&ory  and  hoftile  vaflal :   that  knowing  the  te-i 
»ure  of  the  Company  in  the  country  ^  and  that  they  h^d  no 
right  to  interfere  but  as  guardians  of  the  public  fafety,   they 
folemnly  declared  that  they,  only  adted  as  auxiliaries  in  the  ex- 
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pedition :  that  they  ftipulated  the  conqueft,  if  any  conqueft 
lhould  be  made,  fhould  belong  to,  and  be  put  in  poffeffion  of,  the 
Nabob,  the  principal  in  the  war :  that  accordingly  the  expence 
of  the  expedition  fhould  be  paid  by  him,  as  he  only  was  to  de- 
rive any  benefit  from  the  fuccefs  which  might  follow  :  that  the 
capital  and  the  country  (hould  remain  in  his  hands,  in  the  dou- 
ble capacity  of  conqueror  and  Lord  Paramount,  for  that  as  the 
Company  did  not  appear  as  principals  in  the  war,  they  had 
no  claim  to  the  rewards  of  vi&ory  :  that  under  fuch  Imputa- 
tions, and  many  others  of  a  fimilar  kind,  too  tedious  to  mention, 
the  united  forces  of  the  Nabob  and  the  Company  took  Tan- 
jore,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  that  name  ;  that  the  Rajah, 
having  alienated  a  part  of  the  country  to  the  Dutch,  without 
the  knowledge  or  confent  of  his  liege  Lord,  the  Prefidency  de- 
clared that  their  duty  would  not  be  fully  performed,  without 
placing  the  country,  as  well  as  the  capital,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Nabob  :  that  the  Nabob,  to  prevent  the  effufion  of  blood,  and 
every  pretence  of  a  difference  between  the  Englifh  and  Dutch, 
agreed  to  pay  to  the  latter  the  mpney  which  they  had  advanced 
to  the  Rajah,  or  pretended  to  have  advanced,  for  the  diftri&s 
in'  their  pofleffion  :  that  thus  the  province  of  Tanjore,  inde- 
pendent of  his  right  as  fuperior,  became  the  undoubted  pro- 
perty of  the  Nabob,  as  the  acknowledged  and  undeniable 
principal  in  a  war,  which  terminated  in  conqueft,  the  moft 
indifputable  and  irreverfible  title  that  can  be  acquired  by  the 
law  of  nature  and  nations :  that  Tanjore,  thus  acquired,  re- 
mained and  flourifhed  in  the  hands  of  the  Nabob  for  more  than 
two  years  r  that  the  Company,  fwayed  by  motives  different 
,  from  any  adherence  to  juftice,  or  public  faith,  interfered  with 
the  moft  facred  rights  of  their  fuperior  in  the  Carnatic,  and 
reftored,  as  principals,  a  conqueft,  in  the  making  of  which  they 
were  paid  as  mercenaries :  that,  with  innumerable  aggrava- 
tions of  injuftice,  they  took  to  themfelves  the  very  diftri&s 
which  the  Nabob  had  redeemed,  with  a  large  fum,  from  the 
Dutch,  and  that  fo  regardlefs  were  they  of  the  fmalleft  con- 
ftitutional  rights  of  the  Lord  paramount,  that  they  took  no 
care  for  the  difcharging  of  the  fmall  tribute  ftipulated  by  the 
treaty  of  1762  :  that  the  flagrant  breach  of  the  public  faith, 
made  by  the  reftoration  of  Tanjore,  was  followed  by  various 
and  grievous  encroachments  on  the  remaining  rights  of  the 
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Nabob  :  that  he  was  ftript  of  all  dignity  and  authority  among 
his  fubjecls,  by  being  denied  the  freedom  of  entertaining  a  few 
troops  for  enforcing  the  laws,  and  protecting  his  perfon :  that, 
contrary  to  the  privilege  of  a  Prince  and  Sovereign,  his  family 
and  fervants  have  been  wantonly  infulted  by  the  operation  of 
the  Company's  law  court  within  his  teiritories,  and  even  with- 
in his  refidence :    that,    contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  the 
Carnatic  has  been  involved  in  war,  without  either  the  confent 
or  participation  of  its  Sovereign ;  and  that  he  was  obliged  to 
pay  a  very  large  portion  of  the  expence :  that  although  the 
province  of  Tanjore  yields  a  great  revenue,  and  ought  to  yield 
more,  no  proportion  of  the  expences  of  the  war  was  demanded 
of  the  Rajah  :    that,  When   peace  was  concluded  in  the  Car- 
natic,  the  name  of  the  Nabob,  the  Sovereign  of  the  country, 
was  not  mentioned  in  the  treaty  ;  while,  to  add  to  this  fevere 
indignity,  the  names  of  fome  of  his  vaffals  and  dependants 
were  inferted,  and  their  interefts  included  in  that  treaty  :  that 
although  the  war  was  not  the  Nabob's  war,  to  manifeit  his  at- 
tachment to  the  Englifli  interefts,  he  agreed  to  affign  his  re- 
venue towards  maintaining  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Company's 
fervants,  upon  certain  ftipulations  and  conditions,  and  for  a 
time  limited  :  that  as  foon  as  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  Company's  fervants,  they  feized  the 
whole  authority  of  the  Nabob,  who  was  thereby  difgraced  in 
the  eyes  of  his  fubje&s,  and  all  the  powers  of  India :  that,  al- 
though the  Nabob  was  feverely  aggrieved  by  fuch  invafion  and 
oppreffion,  the  Company  were  not  benefited  by  the  meafiu-e, 
the  country  yielding  much  lefs  under  the  new  collectors,  than 
it  had  done  to  the  Nabob  :  that  the  Nabob  and  his  family,  and 
dependants,  were  reduced  to  want  and  diftrefs  by  the  fmallnefs 
and  irregularity  of  the  payment  of  the  portion  allotted  for  his 
fubfiftence ;  and  that  he  languiflied  for  feveral  years  under  the 
indignity  and  preflure  of  his  misfortunes :  that,  when  peace 
was  eftabliflied  between  the   Crowns  of  Great  Britain  and 
France,  hiss  Sacred  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  agreed 
to  intercede  with  his  ally  the  Nabob  for  the  ceflion  of  addi* 
tional  territories  to  the  Erench  on  the  Coaft :   that,  notwith- 
{landing  this  implied  interceifion,  confiderable  diftricts  of  the 
Carnatic  were  delivered  to  the  French  by  the  Prefidency  of 
Fort  Saint  George,  without  afking  either  the  confent  or  ac- 
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quiefcence  of  the  Nabob  :  that  orders,  were  fen t  from  England 
hi  1784,  which  arrived  in  June  1785,  to  reftore  his  country 
and  revenue  to  the  Nabob :  that  in  thefe  orders  it  was  men* 
tioned,  that  the  Nabob  (hould  confent  to  pay  annually  twelve 
lacks  of  pagodas  to  his  public  and  private  creditors  :  that  the 
Government  of  Fort  Saint  George  demanded  four  lacks  of  pa- 
godas more  for  the  current  expenees,  in  all  fixteen  lacks  of 
pagodas :  that  the  Nabob  complained  of  the  burden  of  thijf 
fum,  as  too  great  for  the  ability  of  his  courttry,  frefh  from  the 
devaftations  of  war  :  that  he  fignified  his  wifhes,  as  the  public 
expence  of  defence  muft  of  neceffity  be  defrayed,  to  have  his 
annual  payments  of  debts  IeflTened,  from  which  little  inconve* 
nience  would  arife,  as  it  would  be  only  extending  the  payment 
of  a  debt,  for  which  intereft  would  be  regularly  given,  to  a 
fmall  portion  of  time  beyond  what  was  originally  intended : 
that  this  would  give  eafe  to  the  diftreffed  fubje&s  of  the  Car- 
natic,  and  enable  the  Sovereign  to  reftore  the  country  to  it$ 
former  profperity,  by  encouraging  the  cultivation:  that  orders, 
which  muft  be  allowed  to  be  founded  on  the  principles  of  equity* 
were  fent  to  the  Prefidency  of  Fort  Saint  George,  that  the 
Company,  in  the  proportion  to  the  revenue  on  the  Coajft* 
(hould  pay  their  (hare  of  the  public  expence :.  that,  on  thi* 
principle,  the  Nabob's  proportion,  under  a  wrong  eftimate  of 
his  revenue,  was  calculated  at  nine  lacks  of  pagodas  :  that  this 
fum,  added-  to  the  twelve  lacks  paid  to  his  public  and  private 
creditors,  increafedhis  annual  kifts  to  twenty-one  lacks  of  pa- 
godas :  that  his  nett  receipts,,  even  in  the  very  beft  years,  and 
in  the  moft  profperous  times,  feldom  amounted  to  that  fum  ; 
that  they  had  fallen  much  below  thaj  amount,  through  the  deT 
vaftations  of  war,  and  a  general  and  deftru&ive  drought :  that 
the  kifts,  ftipulated  to  be  paid  to  the  Company,  are  far  from 
being  the  whole  of  the  expenees  of  the  Nabob :  that  to  keep 
his  country  from  abfolute  ruin,  he  muft  maintain  public  works* 
repair  tanks  and  water  courfes,  and  givo  money  to  the  poor 
ryots,  to  enable  them  to.  cultivate  their  texts :  that  he  is  bounds 
by  every  tye,  to  pay  fums  for  charitable  ufea,  to  fuppojt  hi* 
relations  and  theiu  families,,  together  withx  tie  qfel  fe?varits  and 
dependants  of  himfelf  and  his  father :  titat,  befide$A  he  h,  ob- 
liged to  fuppojrt  fome  deceit  kind  of  dignity*  as  Pririce  ojf  lb* 
cranky,  and  to  maintain  %  niuneroujsi  family  of  childrea :  tfcajt 
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the  fundamental  laws,  on  which  the  rights  of  the  Nabob  of 
the  Carnatic  are  founded,  are  deeply  affe&ed  with  rcfpeft  to 
the  jaghire  and  the  diftrift  of  Ami :  that  Zulphucar  Cawn 
Bahauder,  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  confirmed  one  Conary  Row 
in  that  jaghire  on  the  ufual  conditions  :  that  the  faid  Conary 
Row  was  to  take  care  of,  and  to  keep  the  fort  in  repair,  to  pay 
monthly  the  garrifon,  to  fend  their  receipts  to  the  King's  of- 
fice as  vouchers,  to  treat  the  foldiers  with  kindnefs,  and  to 
pay  every  attention. to  their  rights,  to  engage  their  fidelity  and 
attachment  to  the  King :  that  the  faid  Conary  Row  fhould  pay 
a  yearly  peifhcufh  into  the  King's  treafury  ;  and,  in  the  event 
of  a  war  in  the  Carnatic,  to  pay  his  fhare  of  the  expences  there- 
of, in  proportion  to  the  revenue  of  the  jaghire,  as  fettled  by 
the  Nabob  of  the  King:  "  that,  in  cafe  he  ihouldaft  contrary 
'*  to  thofe  duties,  he  muft  look  upon  himfelf  as  difpoflefled* 
*'  and  under  the  difpleafure  of  the  King :"  that  during  the 
troubles,  wluch  infefted  the  Carnatic  fof  feveral  years,  the 
Killedar  of  Ami  took  advantage  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  tinies, 
^y  withdrawing  his  obedience  :  that  he  opprefled  the  people  of 
the  jaghire,  being  under  no  apprehenfion  of  control :  that  he 
attacked  his.  neighbours  and  fellow-fubjecls,  and  gave  protec- 
tion to  robbers,  murderers,  and  all  criminals  who  fled  from 
juftice :  that  he  was  guilty  of  all  the  crimes  that  conftitute 
public  delinquency,  in  the  eyes  of  any  regular  government : 
that  the  Prefidency  of  Fort  Saint  George  concurred  in  opinion 
^vith  the  Nabob,  as  to  the  expediency  of  removing  the  Kille- 
dar :  that  he  was  accordingly  deprived  of  h's  command,  and 
the  military  ftipend,  arifing  from  the  jaghire,  was  taken  away, 
but  that  he  and  his  family  were  provided  with  an  allowance  for 
an  honourable  fubfiftence  :  that,  notwithstanding  the  concur-* 
rence,  of  the  Prefidency  in  depriving  fo  dangerous  a  man  of 
power,  they  reftored  to  him  the  emoluments  formerly  allotted 
for  the  military  fervice  of  the  ftate  :  that  the  fort  and  its  ex- 
pence  were  left  to  the  Nabob,  and  the  whole  revenue  given  to 
the  Killedar  and  his  friends :  that  an  ample  revenue,  received 
without  deduction,  promoted  difputes  and  diffentions  among 
themfelves  :  that  the  circles  of  trouble  fpreading  to  the  neigh- 
bouring country,  the  fervants  of  the  Company,  as  well  as  the 
i^Iabob,  were  alarmed  :  that  the  Prefidency  accordingly  gave 
their  advice  and  concurrence  to  the   Nabob  in  refuming  the 
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jaghire :  that  the  Nabob  accordingly  returned  it,  and  paid  a 
monthly  allowance  to  the  Killedar  and  his  family,  till  Hyder 
Ali,  having  ravaged  Ami,  with  other  parts  of  the  Carnatic, 
in  the  year  1780,  deprived  it  of  all  refources  :  that  Ami,  with 
the  reft  of  the  Carnatic,  fell  under  the  management  of  the 
fervants  of  the  Company  by  the  deed  of  aflignment :  that  when 
the  reft  of  the  Carnatic  was  reftored  to  the  Nabob,  Ami  was 
not  reftored  :  that  fuch  conduct  is  an  unjuftifiable  interference 
with  the  independent  rights  of  the  Nabob :  that,  befides  his 
lofs  of  revenue,  he  is  difhonoured,  by  the  meafure,  in  the 
eyes  of  India  ;  as  the  nature  of  things,  as  well  as  the  matter 
of  fad,  proves,  that  the  Killedar  could  not  poflibly  have  been 
permitted  to  have  any  indefeafible  right  in  a  place  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  capital  of  the  Carnatic  :  that  on  the  31ft  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1787,  Tulga-ge,  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  died,  leaving  none 
exifting  of  the  legitimate  line  of  his  family  :  that  the  Nabob, 
as  Lord  paramount  pf  the  country,  made  a  requifition  to  the 
Company's  Governments  in  India,  to  place  Tanjore  under  his 
adminiftration,  according  to  the  univerfal  laws  of  the  eaft : 
that  the  view  of  the  Nabob's  requifition  was,  not  only  the 
prefervation  of  the  undoubted  and  indifputable  rights  of  his 
government  and  fovereignty,  but  to  fecure  the  peace  of  the 
Carnatic,  which  nature  intended,  and  policy  required,  ihould 
be  under  one  government :  that,  adding  advantage  to  juftice, 
the  Nabob  made  propofals,  which  could  not  fail  to  render  the 
affairs  of  the  Englifh^  nation,  on  the  coaft,  profperous  :  that 
the  whole  revenue  of  Tanjore  is  eftimated,-  at  prefent,  at  no 
more  than  ten  lacks  of  pagodas  ;  which  may  juftly  be  afcribed 
to  the  loofe,  profligate,  and  oppneftive  government  of  the 
country,  after  it  was  unjuftly  wfefted  from  the  hands  of  the 
Nabob,  in  1776:  that  the  Company  only  receive,  out  of  that 
fum,  four  lacks  of  pagodas,  for  the  general  defence  :  that  the 
Nabob  propo fed  that  the  whole  revenue  of  Tanjore  (after  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  collection,  and  providing  fuch  a  reafon- 
able  fubfiftence  for  the  remains  of  Tulja-ge's  family,  as  the 
Company's  Government  mould  think  proper),  ihould  be  ap- 
propriated, and  fet  apart,  for  the  military  fervice  of  the  Car- 
natic :  that  to  render  this  offer  more  determinate  and  explicit, 
the  Nabob  engaged  to  realize,  the  firft  year  eleven  lacks  ;  the 
fecond  year  thirteen  lacks  ;  and  from  the  third  year  fifteen  lacks 
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of  pagodas  annually,  to  be  paid  to  the  Company,  and- to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  general  expence :  that  this  laft-mentioned  ftim  is 
one  third  more  than  the  whole  eftimated  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try at  prefent ;  and  near  four  times  as  much  as  the  Company 
now  receive  from  Tanjore,  towards  the  public  defence  :  that 
the  Company's  Governments  acceding  to  the  Nabob's  propo- 
fals  would  perfectly  fecure  the  ^Carnatic  from  all  foreign  inva- 
sion :  that  the  public  finances  would  flouriih,  and  the  army  be 
formidable:  that  the  Company,  inftead  of  bejng  almoft  defti- 
tute  of  commerce,  as  at  prefent,  might  apply  their  whole  re- 
venue, amounting  to  near  twenty  lacks  of  pagodas,  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  inveftment :  that  a  fubjecT:  of  fuch   importance  will 
prove  an  excufe  for  repetitions,  that  the  Nabob  is  the  Sovereign 
and  Lord  Paramount  of  Tanjore,  which  was  left  without  heirs, 
by  the  death  of  Tulja-je  :    that,  by  the  laws  of  India,  and 
thofe  of  all  countries  in  the  world  where  the  feudal  government 
exifts,  a  territory  left  without  heirs  reverts  to  the  Sovereign : 
that  the  Eaft-India  Cumpany  are  no  more  than  fubje&s  in  Hin- 
doftan  :  that  in  Bengal  they  are  Dewans,  but  only  Jaghirdars 
in  the  Carnatic :  that   neither  as  Dewans  of  Bengal,  which 
country  hath  nothing  to  do  with  the  Carnatic,  nor  as  Jaghir- 
dars on  the  coaft,  where  their  very  tenure  marks  them  as  fub- 
jefts,  they  have  the  fmalleft  fhadow  of  a  title  to  interfere  with 
the  conftitutional  rights  of  their  Lord  Paramount :  that,  how- 
ever, the  conftitutional  rights  of  the  Nabob,  with  refpeft  to 
Tanjore,  were  overlooked  or  neglected  :  that  the  offers  of  an 
immenfe  advantage  to  the  Cbmpany  and  Britifh  nation  were 
difregarded:  that  a  natural  fon  of  the  late  Pertaub  Sing,  who 
had  been  more  than  twelve  years  a  prifoner,  was  placed  in  the 
government  of  Tanjore  :  that  neither  a  faned  of  fucceflion,  nor 
an  inveftiture  were  either  aflced  from,  or  given  by,  the  Na- 
bob ;  without  which  no  legal  government  can  poflibly  exift  in 
Tanjore:    that  thus  the  Nabob  is  grievoufly  injured  in  his, 
neareft,  deareft,  and  raoft  facred  rights  :  that  the  Company  and 
Britifh  nation  are  much  injured  in  point  of  finance  :  that  an 
example  of  encroachment  is  exhibited  to  the  eyes  of  all  India ; 
and  a  government  cftablifhed  in  one  of  its  provinces,  which, 
haying  its  foundation  on  no  right,  cannot  difpenfe  juftice,  the 
great  end  of  all  government :  that,  when  the  treaty  of  Febru- 
ary 1787  was  negotiating  between  the  Nabob  and  the  Madras 
Vot:XXXIL  D 
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Govemmcnti  he  repfrefented  to  therh,  that  the  fums  demanded 
from  him  were  of  fuch  a  vaft  magnitude  as  he  was  fully  con- 
vinced his  country  was  by  no  means  able  to  bear  ;  and  Gover- 
nor Campbell,  in  confequence  of  the  Nabob's  reprefentations, 
agreed,  in  a  public  letter,  previous  to  the  execution  of  the 
treaty,  that,  an  abatement  of  two  lacks  of  pagodas  per  annum 
ihouldbemade  in  histifts,  if  the  revenues  were  formed  unequal 
to  the  payment :  that  the  Company's  fervants  have  refufed  to 
allow  him  this  annual  abatement,  though  the  Nabob  offered  to 
fubmit  the  accounts  of  his  receipts  to  the  infpeclion  of  fuch 
perfons  as  the  Governor  and  Council  fhould  think  proper  to 
appoint  for  that  purpofe  :  that  by  the  faid  treaty  of  1787  it  was 
ftipulated,  that  in  the  event  of  any  failure  in  the  kifts  from  the 
Iffant  of  rain,  or  other  unforefeen  calamities,  a  deduction 
fhould  be  made  to  the  extent  of  the  injury  which  the  revenues 
might  thereby  fuftain :  that  the  Company's  fervants  have  alfo 
refufed  to  conform  to  this  ftipulation,  and  to  allow  him  any 
deduction  in  hfs  kifts  on  account  of  failure  in  his  revenues 
from  the  want  of  rain,  though  it  was  well  known  to  them  that 
they  had  fufferedin  a  very  great  degree  from  an  unufual  drought 
of  four  fucceffive  years,  and  their  own  jaghire  had  fuffcred 
greatly  from  the  fame  caufe,  and  for  which  they  had  granted 
remiflion  to  their  own  rentors ;  that  by  the  fame  treaty  it  was 
agreed  and  ftipulated,  that  the  Nabob  (houlcl  be  furnilhed  an* 
nually  with  an  accurate  account,  (hewing  the  number  of  troops 
maintained,  and  the  names  andfituationsof  the  garrifons  fup- 
ported  by  the  annual  contributions,  and  particularly  the  troops 
and  garrifons  maintained  }>y  the  nine  lacks  of  pagodas  annually 
contributed  by  his  Highnefs  to  the  general  defence :  that  it  is 
now  upwards  of  three  and  a  half  years  fince  the  execution  of 
that  treaty,  yet  the  Nabob  has  not  been  furnifhed  with  any 
account  whatever,  not  even  of  the  dividends  made  to  his  pri- 
vate creditors  ;  and  though  he  is  to  pay  nearly  one  half  of  the 
cxpences  of  the  late  war  in  the  Carnatic,  and  the  Company  re- 
ceive yearly  "about  four  lacks  of  pagodas  under  that  head,  yet 
they  will  not  ascertain  the  quhntum  of  thofe  expences,  or  fur- 
nifh  him  with  any  account  to  {hew  when  his  paymeiitsttierein 
are  to  have  an  end  :  tha{,  by  the  15th  article  of  the  aforefaiij 
treaty,  it  is  alfo  ftipulated,  that,  whenever  the  Company  fhatt 
enter  into  any  negotiations,  wherein  the  interefts  of  the  Car* 
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aatic  and  its  dependencies  may  be  concerned,  the  Prefidcnt  lij 
Council  of  Fort  Saint  George  (hall  communicate  the  pro- 
ceedings to  his  Highnefs  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  as  the 
firm  ally  of  the  Company,  and  that  he  (hall  be  informed  of  all 
pieafures  which  (hall  relate  to  the  declaring  of  war,  or  making 
peace  with  any  of  the  Princes  of  Hindoftan,  fo.far  as  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  Carnatic  may  be  immediately  concerned  therein  ; 
and  the  name  of  his  Highnefs  (hall  be  inferted  in  all  treaties 
regarding  the  Carnatic :  that  great  preparations  for  war  were 
made  for  feveral  months  together,  and  negociations  entered 
into  with  the  Nizam  and  the  Mahratta  States,  and  treatiel 
finally  made  with  thofe  powers  by  the  Company's  Governments 
in  India  :  that  fo  far  from  conforming  to  that  article  of  the 
treaty,  the  Nabob  was  not  informed  of  any  of  the  proceedings 
regarding  thofe  negociations,  until  after  they  had  been  con- 
cluded, and  the  treaties  executed,  and  even  then  no  farther 
than  being  fufnifhed  with  copies  of  the  treaties  with  the  Ni- 
zam and  the  Mahrattas,  in  which  neither  his  name  nor  the 
Carnatic  are  fo  much  as  mentioned  :  that  the  army  has  been 
aflembled,  and  hostilities  have  been  commenced  againft  Tip- 
poo,  for  feveral  months  pad,  without  giving  the  Nabob  any 
information  relative  to  the  operations  of  the  war,  though  he  is 
expected  to  pay  nearfy  one  half  the  cxpence  thereof :  that  the 
grain  of  his  country,  in  which  the  greateft  part  of  his  reve- 
nues coiififts,  the  ploughing  cattle,  and  the  hu(bandmen,  were 
fcized  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  whereby  he  was  deprived  of  the 
means  of  realizing  the  actual  refources  of  his  country:  that, 
after  having  taken  thefe  fteps,  the  Company's  Government  at 
Madras  drew  up  ari  incorrect  and  unjuft  account  againft  the 
Nabob,  by  fupprefling  the  reduction  to  be  made  on  the  new 
arrangement,  andthci  allowance  to  be'  granted  by*  treaty  for 
failure  of  crops  in  bad  feafons,  whereby  they  made  appear  a 
large  balance  in  favour  of  the  Company,  and,  without  fo  much 
as  comparing  it  with  th?  Nabob's  (lavement,  thus  tranfmitted 
it  to  the  Government  General  of  Beqgal,  which  was  thereby 
erroneoufly  led  to  order  the  fequcftration  of  his  country  t  that, 
in  direct  breach  of  the  aforefaid  treaty  of  1 787,  and  in  de- 
fiance of  the  laws  of  nations,  they  carried  the  faid  orders  of  the 
x  Government  General  into  the  mod  rigorous  execution,  feezed 
the  Adminiftration  of  bu  coon  try  by  force  of  arms,  committed 
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n£ls  of  barbarity  towards  many  of  his  principal  Servants  and 
fubje&s,  men  of  family  and  diftincYion,  throughout  the  coun- 
tries, and,  in  the  face  of  all  the  Princes  and  powers,  and  the 
European  nations,  in  India,  in  the  face  of  his  enemies,  and 
of  his  own  fubjecls  and  dependants,  have  indelibly  injured 
his  honour,  infulted  his  dignity,  and  reduced  him  to  the  mere 
fhadow  of  the  Prince  of  the  Carnatic  :  that  the   Nabob  has 
now  been  the  mod  faithful  and  ftedfaft  ally  of  the  Englilh  na- 
tion,  during  a  period  of  near  fifty  years :  that  he   has  goac 
hand  in  hand  with  them  at  all  times  of  adverfity  as  well  as 
profperity,    and  has  devoted  his  whole   life  and   fortune  to 
their  welfare :  that,  after  all,  inftead  of  enjoying  repofe  and 
tranquillity,  which  he  had  expected  would  have  been  the  re* 
ward  of  his  long  and  faithful  attachment  to  the  Englifh  nation, 
his  latter  days  are  embittered  with  aggravated  misfortune  and 
affii&ion,  and  his  gray  hairs  treated  with  derifion  and' con- 
tempt :  that  there  are  many  other  grievances  under  which  the 
Nabob  labours,  but  which  the  eftabliftiing  a  general  line,  that 
muft  not  be  tranfgrefled,  will  remove  :  that,  in  fetting  forth 
the  grievances  he  has  explained,  he  has  avoided  to  accufe  or 
blame  individuals  :  that  redrefs  is  his  object,  and  not  revenge  ; 
and  that,  content  with  receiving  juftice  for  the  future,  he  wantt 
no  xetribution  for  paft  injuries :  that  he  is  willing  to  afcribe 
fome  public  encroachments  upon  his  rights  to  the  Company's 
being  ignorant  of  the  limits  of  their  own  ;  and  far  be  it  from 
his  heart  to  lay  to  the  charge  of  a  great  nation,  whom  he  ef- 
teems,  admires,  aud  loves,  thofe  enormities,  encroachments^ 
and  oppreffions,  which  paflions  of  various  kinds  have  fuggeited 
to  individuals  :  that  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic  fends  this  his. 
petition  to  the  honourable"  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
Parliament  aflembled,  as  the  Company  of  Merchants  of  Eng- 
land trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  their  concerns,  are  pecu- 
liarly under  their  infpe&ion  and  control ;  and  therefore  praying 
the  Houfe  to  take  the  premifes  into  their  conlideration,  and 
to  do  in  them  as  to  the  Houfe  fliall  feera  fit. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Houfe  adjourned*  /% 
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Tue/Jay,  fob  March. 

There  not  being  a  fufficient  number  of  Members  to  ballot 
for  a  Committee  on  the  Bedford  Election,  no  buGnefs  was 
done. 

Wednefdajy  Jth  March. 

.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  the  Houfe  re- 
folved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into 
confideration  that  part  of  His  Majefty's  fpeech,  which  recom-^ 
mends  that  a  provifion  (hall  be  made  for  the  eftablifhment  of 
their  Royal  Higbnefles  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  York,  the 
Earl  of  Mornington  in  the  chair. 

Mr-  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  fatisfaaion  that  Houfc 
had  expreffed,  and  the  public  had  felt,  as  well  as  the  approba- 
tion of  His  Majefty  with  refpeft  to  the  happy  event  of  the  mar- 
riage of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  rendered  it 
needlefs  for  him  to  trouble  the  Committee  at  length  upon  the 
iubjedt  now  before  them.  He.  fhould  be  unpardonable  if  ho 
expatiated  on  a  topic  fo  well  known,  and  which  had  received 
fuch  general  concurrence.  The  fubjeft.  now  before  the  Com* 
mittee  was  the  confideration  of  a  mode  to  enable  His  Majefty 
to  make  a  fuitable  provifion,  as  expreffed  in  his  gracious  fpeech 
from  the  Throne,  for  their  Royal  HighneflTes  the  Duke  and 
Duchefs  of  York.  The  way  in  which  he  fhould  propofe  that 
this  fhould  be  accomplished,  would  be  that  i8,oool.  a  year  be 
allowed  to  their  Royal  HighneiTes  out  of  the  confolidated  fund. 
In  addition  to  which  it  was  in  contemplation  that  a  farther  fum 
of  7, cool,  a  year  fhould  be  allowed  to  their  Royal  HighneiTes 
:out  of  the  Irifh  revenue.  Laftly,  he  had  to  propofe,  what  he 
hoped  would  be  a.diftant  contingency,  if  the  event  fhould  ever 
-happen — namely  that  of  her  Royal  Highnefs  furviving  th* 
•Duke.  In  that  cafe  he  fhould  propofe  that  the  jointure  of  her 
Royal  Highnefs  fhould  be  8,oool.  a  year,  payable  alfo  out  of 
-the  confolidated  fund.  That  this  annuity  to  their  Royal  High- 
fiefles  fhould  be  computed  from  the  5th  of  July,  1791.  He 
therefore  moved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee, 
■€t  that  a  fum  or  fums  of  money  not  exceeding  i8,oool.  in  the 
«."  whole  be  annually  charged  on  the  confolidated  fond,  to  en- 
«  able  His  Majefty  to  .make  provifion  for  the  eftablifhment  of 
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u  their  Royal  HighnelTes  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  York,  to  be 
"  computed  from  the  5th  of  July  1791." 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  move  any  amend- 
ment to  the  ref  .'lution  now  propofed :  but  he  did  think  that  the 
mode  of  providing  for  His  Majefty's  numerous  family,  mould, 
be  put  on  fome  fure  and  folid  principle,  rationally  confidered 
and  well  digefted.  He  declared,  that  what  he  was  now  going 
to  fay  on  this  fubjeft  was  the  pure  effect  of  his  own  opinion, 
totally  unconnected  with  any  partiality,  which  he  might  be  al- 
lowed naturally  to  feel  for  any  branch  of  this  illuftrious  family , 
That  it  was  not  the  effect  of  any  previous  confultation,  or  at 
the  defire  of  any  perfon  whomfoever,  but  was  the  pure  fentt- 
ment  he  had  as  a  Member  of  that  Houfe,  and  even  as  an  indi- 
vidual. Whatever  attachment,  therefore,  he  had  of  afFeftion, 
and  dutiful  regard  to  any  particular  part  of  this  illuftrious  fa- 
mily, was  totally  out  of  the  queftion,  in  what  he  had  to  fay  on 
the  prefent  fubjeft.  He  fpoke  of  them  as  the  Princes  of  this 
country,  of  whom  he  knew  no  more  than  of  thofe  who  were 
Princes  one  hundred  years  ago.  His  opinion,  therefore,  with 
this  explanation  was,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  join  with  him,  that  it  was  the  intereft  of  the 
people  of  this  country  to  be  governed  by  a  monarchy,  and  that 
fuch  a  monarchy  mould  always  be  maintained  with  fuitable  dig- 
nity and  fplendor,  for  that  a  fplendid  fupport  was  requifite,  and 
conftituted  a  principle  on  which  our  Government  was  formed, 
and  on  which  the  confutation  gave  it  power.  This  was  the 
general  ground  on  which  he  buik  his  obfervations. 

Another  particular  confederation  which  determined  his  opi- 
nion, and  which  he  fubmitted  to  the  Committee,  was  the  par- 
ticular fituation  of  the  Princes  of  the  blood  in  this  country,  not 
only  when  provifion  was  made  for  them  from  father  to  fon,  as 
was  the  cafe  here,  but  when  they  mould  become  of  a  moredif- 
tant  relation  to  the  Crown.  It  muft  be  allowed,  that  in  eU 
fher  cafe  they  ought  to  have  confiderable  power,  and  that  they 
Tvcre  placed  in  a  hard  ftate  indeed,  when  they  were  to  depend 
for  fupport  entirely  at  the  will  of  the  Crown,  and  be  thus  totally 
under  its  direction. 

With  refpeft  to  provifion  for  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  thq 
tfft  queftion,  when  application  was  made  to  Parliament,  wouW 
naturally  be — Is  the  civil  lift  inadequate  to  the  purpofe?  of  ful* 
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ly  maintaing  and  fupporting  them  !    He  pirefumed  it  was  not, 
or  they  fhould  not  hear  of  any  motion  of  this  kind.     The  Houfe 
ftiould  make  up  their  opinion  on  this  point  before  they  deter- 
foined  on  meafures  of  this  nature.     If  the  civil  lift  was  not  ade- 
quate,   and  if  the  care  and  control  of  the  maintenance  of  the 
Princes  (hould  be  vefted  in  His  Majefty,    then  the  civH  lift 
ought  to  be  augmented  and  made  adequate  to  that  purpofe.  He  - 
thought  that  in  this  cafe  fome  line  ought  to  be  drawn,  and  fome 
Tolid  principle  adopted.     The  whole,   as  the  cafe  would  now 
<ftand,  would  be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  Crown,  whatever  • 
fums  of  money  the  Public  might  be  called  on  to  pay.  The  whote 
•in  this  cafe,  as  propofed  by  the  refolution  before  the  Commits 
tee,   was  a  mere  annuity.     Now,  in  what  fituation  were  the 
*Princes  placed  ?  A  Prince  arrives  of  age  and  marries  ;  he  is  to 
Jiave  an  eftablifhment  for  his  family,  for  which  purpofe  we  gave 
him  nothing  but  a  mere  annuity.     He  believed  that  the  moft 
narrow  in  their  way  of  thinking,   and  the  moft  rigid  oecono- 
mifts,  would  allow  that  a  town  refidence  was  neceifary  for  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  and  that  a  fplendid  one,  and  that  he  lhould 
alfo  have  a  fplendid  houfe  in  the  country.     What  was  the  cafe 
here  ?  The  Duke  of  York  was  to  have  a  fum  of  money  by  way " 
of  annuity,  and  that  was  all.     What  was  he  to  have  for  fitting 
up  his  dwelling  ?  What  fum  of  money  was  he  to  fet  off  with  f 
Parliament  gave  him  a  certain  fum  by  way  of  income,  and  might 
fay  it  was  fufficient — True,  but  then  they  left  him  to  provide* 
the  means  of  beginning  life  as  he  could.     How  was  he  to  raife 
money  for  this  purpofe  ?  The  only  property  he  had  by  this  re- 
folution was  an  annuity,  on  which  he  would  be  compelled  to 
raife  money.     Was  this  the  proper  way  to  make  provifion  for 
a  fplendid  Prince  ?     Thofe  who  thought  they  made  in  this  way 
a  fuitable  provifion  had  not  fufficiently  refie&edon  the  fubjeft ; 
they  had  not  thought  how  difficult  it  would  be  for  His  Royal 
Highnefs  to  raife  money  on  this  annuity*     In  order  to  do  fo, 
perhaps,  he  would  be  obliged  to  fell  it  at  ten  years  purchafe. 
What  was  the  conclufion  from  all  this  ?    Why,  that  the  Aim 
granted  was  not  granted  in  the  right  way*    A  certain  fum  of 
tooney  (hould  be  firft  granted  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  begin  the 
World  with,    and  afterwards  fome  given  to  him  by  way  of  ah* . 
tiuhy.    As  it  now  flood,  for  aught  Parliament  could  kn^w,  thui 
Annuity  might  be  either  too  much  or  too  little.    He  Jfcouid 
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thereforewiib  that  the  Houfe  would  lay  down  fome  principle  by 
wftich,  whenever  they  meant  to  provide  for  any  of  the  Royal 
family,  they  might  know  in  faft  what  fort  of  provifion  they 
-ically  gave  ;  here  the  Houfe  knew  not  what  would  be  the  real 
extent  of  the  provifion.  His  Royal  Highnefs  was  put  into  a 
(itaation  in  which  he  knew  not  how  to  aft.  Suppofe,  for  in- 
fiance,  in  the  fitting  up  of  his  town  refidence*  a  Aim  of  40,000!. 
Were  wanted,  a  fum  confidering  all  things,  the.  fplendour  of 
bis  ftation,  and  the  price  of  neceflary  articles,  by  no  means  out 
of  bounds  in  point  of  expence,  how  was  his  Royal  Highnefs  to 
raife  this  money  ?  By  applying  to  perfons  who  make  a  property 
of  yourig  men  of  faihion  when  they  lend  them  money.  This 
was  fairly  throwing  his  Royal  Highnefs  into  the  way  of  temp- 
tation— It  was  putting  it  out  of  his  power  to  be  difcreet  and 
economical— It  was  not  what  Parliament  ought  to  do.  Thejp 
allowed  of  the  propriety  of  the  marriage  of  the  Duke  of  York ; 
the  King  approved  of  it — the  Public  were  faid  to  bs  fatisfied 
with  it.  In  thefe  circumftances  care  Ihould  have  been  taken, 
that  what  was  granted  (hould  be  comforjtabiy  enjoyed — How 
could  that  be  done  ?  By  allowing  a  certain  fum  for  his  Royal 
Highnefs  to  commence  his  eftablifhment.  This  could  be  done 
without  increafmg  the  real  expence  to  the  Public — The  annuity 
might  be  leflened,  if  the  Committee  thought  fit,  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  allowing  his  Royal  Highnefs  this  fum  of  money  ;  for 
his  part  he  thought  the  income  by.no  means  too  much.  How- 
ever  unpopular  the  doftrine  might  be,  he  was  ready  to  confefs 
that  he  thought  there  fhould  be  a  fum  of  money  voted  immedi- 
ately, befides  this  annuity.  Another  point  as  to  the  marriage ; 
fwppofing  it  to  produce,  what  we  call  a  fecurity  for  the  protec- 
tant fucceflion— they  would  be  left  completely  and  totally  with- 
out any  provifion  whatever— they  would  be  left  totally  depend- 
ant on  the  will  of  the  Crown,  or  dependant  on  the  will  of  Par- 
liament. He  did  not  approve  of  the  pra&ice  which  fubje&pd 
thefe  Princes  to  perpetual  application  to  Patliamcnt,  without 
any  thing  like  a  principle  to  govern  thefe  applications.  There 
fhodldbe  provifion  for  the  iflue  of  this  family— Here  they  were 
placed  in  a  worfe  fituation  than  any  private  family  in  England. 
Either  the  immediate  descendants  from  the  Throne  at  leaft 
'  (bouWbe  provided  for  by  a  refolution  of  that  Houfe,  or  by  the 
■  civil  lift  ;  and  if  the  civil  lift,  was  not  equal  to  that  end,  it  (hould 
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be  made  fo.  His  Majefty  had  five  fons,  all  of  them  now  nearly 
of  age — they  had  hitherto  been  provided  for  from  the  civil  lift. 
If  the  civil  lift  was  equal  to  their  fupport,  it  was  more  than 
enough  before  that  expence  was  incurred.  All  that  he  wiftied 
was,  that  the  Houfe  {hould  adopt  fome  principle  in  that  refpeft 
and  not  allow  thefe  things  to  remain  for  ever  vague  and  inde- 
finite. Hard,  indeed,  would  the  cafe  be  of  thofe  branches  of 
tr^e  family,  "who  were  immediately  descended  from  the  Throne  ; 
they  would  not  have  even  the  fame  claim  of  natural  affection 
to  afliftance  from  the  civil  lift,  and  muft  wait  the  temper  and 
caprice  of  Parliament.  As  to  the  cafe  of  their  Royal  High- 
nefles  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  York,  it  muft  be  allowed  to  be 
totally  uncertain.  It  depended  not  on  their  own  prudence,  but 
on  the  will  of  others.  It  was  not  an  annuity  on  which  money 
could  be  faid  to  be  fure  of  being  raifed,  even  after  it  was  voted. 
Not  a  (hilling  of  it  was  vefted  actually  in  his  Royal  Highnefs  ; 
it  was  not  what ,  he  could  convey.  Money  advanced  on  it 
would  be  only  perfonal  credit.  Men  of  reputation  would  not 
like  to  deal  on  it — for  it  was  a  vote  for  money  to  enable  His 
Majefty  to  provide  a  fuitable  eftablifhment  for  their  Royal  High- 
nefles  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  York — not  a  (hilling  of  it  ac- 
tually under  the  controul  of  the  Duke  of  York.  Thefe  points 
ftruck  him  forcibly.  Perhaps,  he  (hould  be  a(ked,  why  he  did 
not  move  an  amendment  to  this  refolution.  He  had  various 
reafons— he  wiftied  all  thefe  matters  to  originate  with  the 
Throne — he  wiftied  alfo  that  what  came  from  thence  in  that 
refpeft,  (hould  be  unanimoufly  aflented  to  in  that  Houfe.  He  t 
rather  threw  thefe  obfervations  out  as  hints  of  what  he  would 
wifli  to  fee  hereafter.  He  hoped  the  time  would  foon  arrive 
when  fome  provifion  would  be  made  for  thefe  things  upon  a  . 
found  and  rational  principle.  That  the  Public  might  fairly  fee 
the  amount  of  the  expence  they  were  to  be  at,  on  account  of 
the  whole  family,  and  that  when  an  annuity  was  given  it  (hould 
be  correfppndent  with  a  fplendid  eftablifliment :  and  that  a6ove 
all,  that  when  provifion  was  made  for  any  of  His  Majefty's  il- 
luftrious  family,  the.fplendour  of  their  ftation  (hould  not  be 
contrafted  with  the  dependant  ftate  ia  which  they  were  to  aflc 
for  fupport.  He  (hould  move  nothing  on  the  fubjeft ;  he  dated 
'  thefe  things  merely  from  his  own  opinion,  upon  a  point  on 
Vol.  XXXII.  E 
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which  he  though^  the  public  mind  was  in  fome  degree  inte- 

refted. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  agreed  with  Mr.  Fox  on  mod  of  the* 
topics  he  had  advanced  on  this  fubjeft,    and  particularly,  that 
points  of  this  nature  Ihould  originate  from  the  Crown.    He  had 
it  not  in  command  however  from  His  Majefty  to  make  any 
other  propofals  than  thofe  already  fubmitted  to  the  Committee  ; 
and  not  having  received  any  commands,  it  would  be  the  height 
of  preemption  in  him  to  make  any  of  his  own  mind,  and  he 
believed  the  Houfe  feldorn  felt  itfelf  inclined  to  go  beyond  the 
point  recommended  by  His  Majefty  in  thefe  cafes ;    but  there 
was  one  point  on  which  he  thought  he  ought  to  give  his  opi- 
nion,  and  which  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  juft  fpoken — "  Whether  the  eftablifhment 
in  queftion  would  be  defrayed  out  of  the  civil  lift,   and  whe- 
ther the  other  branches  of  the  Royal  family  (hould  be  provided 
for  by  Parliament?11'    This  was  evident  from  the  tenour  of  a 
meflage  which  he  had  the  honour  of  being  charged  with  from 
the  Throne  lafl  year,  refpe&ing  the  eftablifhment  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Clarence.     In  that  meflage  His  Majefty 
had  ftated  the  infufficiency  of  the  civil  lift  for  the  ends  of  pro- 
\'iding  for  the  younger  branches  of  the  Royal  family.    This 
was  proof  fufficient  that  the  civil  lift  was  not  adequate  for  this 
purpofe.    It  was  upon  that  ground  that  gentlemen  voted  twelve 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Clarence.     He  therefore  took  it  for  granted  that  the  Houfe  al- 
lowed the  inadequacy  of  the  civil  lilt  for  any  eftabliftiment  of 
tiie  branches  of  the  Royal  family  ;    and  now  he  put  it  to  the 
Committee,    whether  there  can  now  remain  a  doubt  on  that 
point — or  whether,    if  it  was  inadequate  to  the  fupporting  of 
the  Duke  of  Clarence  with  I2,oool.  a  year,  whether  i8,oooL 
could  now  be  paid  out  of  it  for  the  Duke  of  York  ?  The  truth, 
certainly  was,  the  civil  lilt  is  not  more  than  adequate  for  theci- 
vil  Government. 

As  to  fome  of  the  other  points  alluded  to  by  the  honourable 
gentleman,  he  did  not  feel  himfelf  at  liberty  to  difcufs  them 
now,  having  executed  all  the  commands  of  His  Majelty  tothtir 
full  extent, .and  not  wilhing  to  fubmit  any  thing  more  than 
he  was  commanded.  It  could  not  be  defirable  that  the  Royal 
family  ihould  always  remain  in  a  irate  that  depended  on  that 
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Houfe — but  this  was  a  point  not  immediately  before  them. 
One  obfervation,  however,  had  been  made,  to  which  he  muff 
make  a  lhort  anfwer — That  their  Royal  Highnefles  had  no  ca- 
pital allowed  them  by  this  propofed  refolution.  This  was  not 
ftri&ly  the  fa& ;  for  the  Committee  would  obferve,  that  the1 
annuity  was  to  commence  on  the  5th  of  July  laft ;  this  was  half 
a  year,  being  for  both  eftablifliments  above  i2,oool. 

When  any  of  the  branches  of  the  family  (hould  be  unpro- 
vided with  eftablifliments,  and  under  a  Sovereign  not  their  fa- 
ther, no  doubt  they  would  then  be  more  immediately  the  obje& 
of  the  care  of  that  Houfe,  and  provifion,  he  hoped,  would  be 
made  for  them  ;  but  this  alfo  was  a  point  not  immediately  pref- 
fing  on  the  prefent  Committee — it  was  not  aftually  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  prefent  day  to  make  any  provifion  in  this  refpeft, 
and  he  had  it  not  in  command  from  His  Mijefly  to  make  any 
communication  upon  that  topic.  Comrhands,  no  doubt, 
would  be  given  when  it  was  neceflary  to  make  that  provifion. 
On  the  other  points  he  (hould  remain  filent  for  the  prefent,  as 
they  did  not  feem  to  be  neceflary  for  the  prefent  difcuflion. 

Mr.  FOX  obferved  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
taken  credit  for  more  liberality  than  had  been  fhewn  to  their 
Royal  Highnefles  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  York — fix  months 
would  not  be  in  advance  to  them  for  the  purpofe  of  commenc- 
ing their  eftablilhment — they  had  arrived  in  England  three  out 
of  thefe  fix  months — if  they  had  not,  the  advance  would  hardly 
be  worth  mentioning — but  12,5001 — He  fubmitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee whether  they  thought  that  a  fum  of  money  fufficient  to 
commence  the  eftablifliment  of  fuch  a  family.  It  was  well 
known  that  the  Duke  had  a  country  refidence ;  but  he  hoped 
his  Royal  Highnefs  would  forgive  him,  if  he  obferved,  that  it 
was  poifible  that  he  may  have  had  incumbrances  on  it,  which 
were  contra&ed  under  difadvantageous  circumftances.  He  en- 
forced fome  of  his  former  obfervations,  and  added  others  on 
this  fubjeft,  and  remained  quite  of  the  fame  opinion  as  before. 

Sir  JAMES  JOHNSTONE  faid,  he  thought  it  was  right 
the  fon  ihould  depend  upon  the  father  for  fupport.  If  he  goes 
to  ufurers,  and  granted  them  annuities,  he  hoped  the  father 
would  have  the  juftice  to  fet  them  afide.  If  he  thought  he 
fliould  go  to  ufurers,  he  would  vote  againft  his  having  any 
Jhing.    As  to  the  fum  being  too  fmall,  was  this  all  he  had  J 
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Had  he  not  the  Bifhopric  of  Ofnaburgh  \  Was  that  worth  no- 
s  thing  ?  As  to  his  having  no  houfe  in  town,  he  hoped  he  would 
net  be  obliged  to  deep  in  the  ftreets  ! 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  it  having  been  fo  totally  unufual  to 
confider  any  thing  belonging  to  Princes  out  of  this  kingdom, 
that  it  had  never  even  been  mentioned.  Not  a  word  was  ever 
faid  of  His  Majefty's  revenue  from  Hanover  ;  it  was  never  even 
thought  of  in  the  difcuffion  of  His  Majefty's  revenue,  on  his 
different  applications  to  Parliament  for  fupport.  If  Hanover 
was  never  mentioned,  why  ftiould  Ofnaburgh  be  mentioned  as 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  York  ?  The  Houfe  never  yet  inquired 
into  thefe  points  ;  if  they  (hould  inquire,  the  refult  would  be, 
that  the  fubje&  was  not  worth  the  inquiry.  Becaufe  we  had 
rio  means  of  having  either  accurate  or  authentic  information, 
the  Houfe  fhould  not  inquire  at  all. 

Mr*  BURPON  thought  the  fum  propofed  was  more  than 
the  country  could  well  afford,  and  more  than  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  expend.  He  therefore  had  no 
hefitation  in  faying  that  he  ihould  have  confidered  jo,oool.  a 
fufficient  fum. 

Mr,  W.  SMITH  faid,  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  doubt,  that 
was  the  money  to  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  gentlemen  in 
that  rioufe,  there  would  not  be  a  fingle  voice  againft  it,  but 
he  begged  the  Committee  to  recollect  that  it  was  the  money  of 
their  conftituents,  and  not  their  own,  which  they  were  votijig 
ayvay. 

Mr,  M.  MONTAQU  faid  it  was  of  importance  to  con- 
fider, whether  this  was  merely  a  provifion  for  the  Duke  of 
York,  or  whether  it  was  a  principle  upon  which  all  the  other 
branches  of  the  Royal  family  might  expeft,  under  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances,  the  fame  allowance.  If  this  principle  was  to  be 
extended,  he  certainly  difapproved  of  it  \  becaufe  he  thought 
with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way,  that  it  was 
either  not  enough,  or  too  much  \  he  owned  his  opinion  leaned 
to  the  latter  fuppofition,  and  he  was  fure  the  fum  was  more 
than  the  country  £ould  well  afford.  He  likewife  thought  the 
Duke  of  York's  income  from  Ofnaburgh,  made  the  impro- 
priety of  any  increafeherc  more  againft  his  claims,  than  thofe 
of  any  of  the  other  Princes, 

.  Mr.  FOX  faid,  it  was  extremely  unfair  iri  gentlemen  no  in- 
troduce the  income  arifing  from  Ofnaburgh  into  the  debate 
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upon  this  fubjefl,  efpecially  when  every  one  who  had  mention- 
ed it,  had  likewifc  declared  that  he  knew  not  what  it  really 
was.  In  his  opinion,  that  was  entirely  out  of  the  queftion,  as 
much  fo,  as  the  income  arifing  from  Hanover  to  His  Majefty> 
when  the  civil  lift  was  the  fubjeft  in  difcuflion,  and  both  the 
one  and  the  other  he  confidered  as  very  improper  and  unnecef- 
rfary  to  be  brought  forward  in  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  agreed  perfeftly  with  what  had  fallen 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  and  had 
only  to  add,  that  he  did  not  think  that  the  prefent  motion  was 
any  principle  or  precedent  that  coujd  entitle  the  other  branches 
of  the  Royal  family  to  expeft  the  fame  allowance  ;  in  his  mind, 
it  was  neceflfary  to  take  into  confideration  the  degree  of  proba- 
bility to  the  fucceftion  to  the  Crown,  and  the  Duke  of  York 
having  made  a  marriage,  which  the  Houfe  and  the  country  had 
approved  of. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  exprefled  in  very  proper  terms 
his  loyalty  to  the  King,  and  every  branch  of  the  Royal  family; 
he  wifhed  likewife  not  to  forget  entirely  his  duty  to  his  con- 
ftituents.  He  (hould  be  plea  fed  if  the  motion  paffed  unani- 
moufly,  that  it  might  be  well  received  in  the  country,  fo  as 
not  to  meet  that  unpopularity  which  always  attended  a  meafure 
upon  which  there  was  much  difference  of  opinion.  He  thought 
the  fum  was  large,  and  if  the  other  branches  of  the  family 
were  to  have  each  as  much,  their  allowance  of  37,0001.  per 
annum  would  be,  comparatively  fpeaking,  much  greater  than 
the  Prince  of  Y/ales's,  which  was  only  6o,oool.  As  to  Ofna- 
burgh,  he  did  not  think  it  ought  to  be  put  entirely  out  of  the 
queftion ;  for  he  underftood  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  received 
upwards  of  i2,oool.  per  annum  from  it. 
.v  Mr.  M.  A.TAYLOR  faid,  he  hoped  the  motion  would 
pafs  without  any  oppofition,  and  he  did  not  think  the  fiim  in 
any  refpedt  toomuch  ;  on  the  income  which.his  Royal  High- 
nefs derived  from  Ofnaburgh,  he  thought  it  was  wrong  to 
argue  upon  what  was  fo  imperfe&ly  known ;  as  far  as  he  could 
learn,  however,  it  was  not  quite  half  what  the  honourable  Ba- 
ronet ftated  it  to  be. 

Sir  JAMES  JOHNSTONE  faid/  the  income  from  Ofna- 
burgh Was  a  very  material  confideration  ;  from  the  beft  infor- 
mation he  could  get,  it  produced  35,000!.  per  annum* 
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Mr*  FOX  faid,  he  was  forry  to  be  obliged  to  trouble  the 
Committee  fo  often.  On  the  income  which  his  Royal  Highnefs 
received  from  Ofnaburgh,  he  faid  nothing  could  be  a  ftronger 
jeafon  for  putting  it  entirely  out  of  the  queftion  than  what  had 
been  ftated  by  thofe  very  gentlemen  who  introduced  it ;  they 
had  clearly  (hewn  how  little  they  knew  of  the  matter,  one  hav- 
ing ftated  it  at  5,oool.  another  at  12,000!.  and  a  thirdat  35,000!.. 
per  annum ;  and  while  fuch  a  difference  as  that  between  5,oooh 
and  35,000!.  exifted  in  that  Houfe,  he  could  not  do  them  the 
injuftice  to  think  that  thofe  honourable  gentlemen  would  wifli 
the  Committee  to  form  any  judgement  on  what  was  fo  vaguely 
dated.  Independent  of  this,  another  circumftance  weighed 
with  him,  and  he  was  fure  with  the  Committee,  which  muft 
determine  them  not  to  fay  another  word  about  Ofnaburgh. — 
The  Houfe  he  knew,  and  the  country  he  knew,  was  too  proud 
to  fay  that  they  would  take  from  the  fubjefts  of  Hanover,  or: 
the  fubjefts  of  Ofnaburgh,  a  paltry  fum  for  the  purpofe  of 
maintaining  either  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  branch 
of  his  illuflrious  family.  He  did  not  pretend  to  know  what 
His  Majefty  received  as  elector  of  Hanover,  or  the  Duke  of 
York  as  Bifhop  of  Ofnaburgh  ;  indeed,  he  never  had  made  it 
a  fubjeft  of  inquiry  in  that  Houfe  ;  and,  he  trufted,  it  never 
would  be  made  a  fubjeft  of  inquiry  ;  whatever  it  was,  he  thought 
it  but  fair,  that  the  greater  part  of  it  fliould  be  fpent  in  thofe 
countries  ;  nor  would  it  be  a  pleafant  refle&ion  to  this  country 
or  that  Houfe,  to  think,  that  in  the  moments  of  their  greateft 
and  boafted  profperity,  they  were  obliged  to  call  upon  the  pea- 
fants  of  Germany  to  affift  them  in  providing  an  eftablifliment 
for  the  Royal  family  of  Great  Britain.  There  was  another 
point,  upon  which  he  wiflied  that  the  Houfe  could  be  more 
fully  informed  than  they  really  were,  and  that  was,  the  una- 
voidable deductions  that  mult  be  made  from  the  allowances 
granted  to  the  Princes ;  or  in  other  words,  the  neceffary  ex- 
pences  of  the  eftablifhments,  which  would,  if  known,  clearly 
fliew  h6w  little  of  the  fum  granted,  they  actually  had  it  in  their 
power  to  fpend.  He  put  this  point  very  ftrongly,  both  with 
regard  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  other  Princes  ;  ftating, 
that  he  believed  there  would  not  be  found  one'  man  in  that 
Houfe  fc  unaccommodating  to  the  modes,  and  even  falhions  of 
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.the  times,  as  not  to  fee  the  neceffity  of  having  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen of  high  rank  and  character,  in  the  fituation  of  attend- 
ants upon  thofe  Royal  perfonages,    and  the  expence  that  fol- 
lowed fuch  eftablifhments.  He  never  had  been  one  who  wiihed 
to  take  from  the  fplendor  of  monarchy  ;  and  while  monarchy 
was  very  properly  the  favourite  fyftem  of  our  conftitution,   it 
was  impoflible  to  contend  for  that  equality  among  all  ranks* 
which  prevails  in  a  fimple  republic.     With  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciple, he  wifhed  it  might  be  a  principle  to  provide  as  liberally 
for  the  other  branches  of  the  Royal  family,  when  in  fimilar 
filiations  with  the  Duke  of  York ;  to  thofe  who  thought  other- 
wife,  he  aiked,   if  they  were  forry  for  the  flourishing  increafe 
.of  His  Majefty's  family  and  the  Brunfwick  Une,  or  if  they  re- 
gretted that  fo  many  of  them  arrived  at  years  of  maturity  ;  cer- 
.  tainly  if  this  was  the  cafe,  they  a&cd  molt  hypocritically,  for 
fcarce  a  year  had  parted  that  they  had  not  carried  up  the  moft 
.fervent  congratulatory  addrefies  to  the  Throne  upon  the  birth 
of  another  Prince  or  Princefs.   As  the  Prince  of  Wales's  name 
had  been  mentioned,  he  would  jwft  fay  a  few  words  refpe&ing 
his  income,  which  he  contended  wasproportionably  muchlefs 
than  any  of  the  younger  branches  of  the  family,  and  much  lefs 
than  that  of  former  Princes  of  Wales,  and  perfe&ty  inadequate 
to  the  expences  of  his  eftablifhment.     He  faid,  that  George, 
Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  George  the  Second,  had  100,000!. 
per  annum,  and  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  hadlikewife  for 
fome  part  of  his  life  ioo,oool.  and  that  he  had  not  always  fo 
was  a  circumftance  of  regret,  and  occafioned  confequences  that 
would  reflect  honour  on  no  part  of  the  country  or  Govern- 
ment ;  he  added  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  the  only  part  of 
the  family  that  had  received  no  increafe  to  his  income ;    the 
privy  purfe  in  the  mean  time  had  been  increafed  from  6  ta 
6o,oool.  and  the  civil  lift  from  6oo,oool.  to  900,0001. 

Mr.  J.  T.  STANLEY  requefted  the  Houfe  would  confide/ 
how  ftrongly  the  country  called  for  economy  in  the  diftribution 
of  public  money,  A  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid, 
the  Englifh  nation  fhould  be  generous :  it  certainly  (hould ; 
but  its  reprefentatives  (hould  not  a&  without  caution,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  difpofition ;  and  circumftances  ought  to  tem- 
per the  wi(h,  that  naturally  muft  have  arifen*  in  the  mind  of 
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every  individual  in  the  Houfe,  of  being  liberal,  even  to  an  ex-^ 
treme,  on  an  occafion  like  the  prefent. 

Liberal  he  did  think  they  would  be,  however,  though  fo 
large  a  fum  as  that  propofed  fhould  not  be  given,  it  fhould  be4 
confidered  what  a  confiderable  income  a  grant  of  io,oool.  a 
year  only,  inftead  of  i8,oool.,  would  make,  when  added  to 
i2,oool.  per  annum,  already  allowed  to  the  Duke,  and  to 
what  it  was  probable  would  be  granted  to  him  by  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  ;  and  the  revenue  received  from  Ofnaburgh, 
Mr.  Stanley  faid,  he  did  not  think  mould  be  left  out  of  the  ' 
confideration.  We  had  no  right,  it  was  true,  he  obferved,  to 
demand  an  account  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  fuch  fums  as  were 
annually  received  from  thence  ;  but  furely  it  was  not  unrea- 
fonable  in  the  Houfe  to  have  expe&ed,  that  fome  information 
on  the  fubjedt  would  have  been  given  to  it,  either  by  His  Ma- 
jefty  or  his  Royal  Highnefs,  when  a  requeft  was  made  that  we 
fhould  enable  the  Prince  to  live  with  a  fplendor  fuited  to  his  , 
rank. 

Certain  it  was,  that  the  Public  was  in  a  great  degree  iute- 
.  refted  to  know  what  would  bp  the  condu&  of  Parliament  on 
this  occafion.  Mr.  Stanley  faid,  he  had  converted  with  no 
one,  who  had  not  thought  i8,oool.  per  annum,  every  circum- 
fiance  confidered,  too  large  a  fum  to  be  granted.  If  there  was 
to  be  a  divifion,  his  vote  would  be  dire&ed  by  what  he  knew 
of  public  opinion  ;  it  had  feemed  to  him  fo  decided.  He  ap- 
proved, therefore,  very  much  of  the  amendment  which  had 
been  moved. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  with  refpeft  to  Ofnaburgh  had  no- 
thing to  add  to  what  had  been  ftated  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  with  fo  much  propriety,  farther  than  that  he  owned 
himfelf  no  ways  better  informed  as  to  the  exaft  amount  of  the 
income  derived  from  it  than  any  other  Member. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN,  in  explanation  faid,  he  rote 
to  wipe  away  a  flur  thrown  on. him  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  rather  unintentionally  he  believed,  and  he  was  wil- 
ling to  impute  it  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  having  been 
kindled,  as  he  went  along,  into  the  warmth  and  ardour  of  de- 
bate. The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  afked,  if  they  were 
fprry  that  the  King  had  fuch  a  family  ?  Moft  undoubtedly  he 
was  not.     He  loved  and  honoured  them  all,   but'in  making  a 
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provision  for  one  of  them,  they  ought  not  to  forget  what  was 
due  to  the  others.  The  Duke  of  York,  in  his  mind,  was  not 
a  jot  nearer  to.fplendour  than  his  younger  brother,  ^nd'there- 
fore  a  diftin&ion,  that  might  hereafter  appear  to  be  invidious, 
ought  not  to  be  fet  uj>.  It  was  the  duty  of  that  Houfe,  in  all 
matters  of  expeoce,  to  look  to  the  pounds,  (hillings,  and 
pence ;  in  all  matters  of  account,  and  on  other  occafions,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  keen  enough  to  otferve  upon 
fuch  fubje&s  with  as  much  fhrewdnefs  as  any  man  whatever, 
Mr.  BOUVERIE  contended,  that  whatever  was  the  agreed- 
on  income  of  the  Duke  of  York,  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  af- 
fured,  that  it  would  come  free  into  his  Royal  Highnefs's  difpo- 
fal.  Mr.  Bouverie  fpoke  of  the  comparative  income  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  Prince  of  Wales,  as  by  no  means  propor- 
tionate to  their  different  ranks  ;  thirty-feven  thoufand  a  year 
being  a  very  large  proportion,  compared  with  fixty-two  thou- 
fand a  year  for  the  Prince. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofe  to  fay  two  or  three  words  in  ob* 
fervation  on  Mr.  Bouverie *s  remarks,  who  had  compared  the 
prefent  eftablifhment  of  the  Duke  of  York,  -who  was  married, 
with  the  eftablifhment  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  who  was  unmarried  ;  whereas  on  that-account  al6ne 
all  comparifon  mud  fall  to  the  ground.  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  with 
regard  to  the  revenue  of  the  Electorate  of  Hanover,  or  the  Bi- 
(hopric  of  Ofnaburgh,  when  gentlemen  wanted  fome  account 
to  afcertain  it,  he  begged  to  a(k  them  how  they  could  get  at 
any  fuch  account  ?  How  were  they  to  order  it,  and  what  Bri- 
tiih  officer  had  any  cognizance  of  the  affairs  of  Hanover  or  of 
Ofnaburgh,  or  where  was  the  office  to  which  an  order  of  the 
Houfe  tor  the  purpofe  could  be  tranfmitted  ?  With  refpeft  to 
the  propofition  brought  forward  on  the  fubje£t  of  a  provifion 
for  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Duke  of  York,  it  contained  the 
whole  of  His  Majefty's  demand  for  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and 
therefore  he  had  no  right  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  any  thing 
farther  on  the  fubjeft. 

Mr.  DRAKE  replied  to  an  expreffion  of  Sir  William  DoU 
ben,  and  faid,  it  was  by  taking 'care  of  the  pence  that  they 
would  bed  ferve  their  constituents,  as  the  pounds  took  care  of 
themfelvefi. 

Vox..  XXXII.  F 
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Mr.  MARTIN  apologized  for  having  entered  the  Houfe  at 
(0  late  an  hour,  declaring,  he  had  been  for  five  hours  in  the 
forenoon  employed  on  a  Committee  above  ftairs*  He  defired 
that  the  motion  might  be  read,  which  having  been  complied 
with,  Mr.  Martin  faid  he  thought  the  Duke,  haying  made  a 
match  every  way  fo  de Arable  and  fatisfa&ory  to  the  country, 
ought  to  be  amply  provided  for. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  he  rofe  again  merely  to  ftate,  that 
he  underftood  no  fubje&s  in  Germany  were  fo  free  as  thofe  of v 
Hanover  and  Ofnaburgh,  and  that  he  did  not  wifh  that  afingle 
penny  fhould  be  drawn  from  either1  place,  for  the  fupport  of 
any  part  of  the  Royal  family  of  England. 

Mr.  % BRANDLING  thought  if  the  Houfe  attempted  to' 
avail  itfelf  of  the  income  of  the  Bifliop  of  Ofnaburgh,  it  would 
a£t  unjuftifiably ;  it  ought*  in  his  mind,  to  give  his  Royal 
Highnefs  an  ample  provifion,  independent  of  that  accidental 
circumftance. 

The  queftion  was  at  length  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved  a  refolution  relative  to  the 
8000L  a  year  as  a  fettlement/ 

"  That  eight  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  be  granted  to  her 
"  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duchefs  of  York,  mould  (he  furvivo 
"  his  Royal  Highnefs,  to  be  defrayed  and  paid  out  of  the  con- 
"  folidated  fund." 

Mr.  FOX  fhortly  obferved,  that  8000I.  a  year  compared 
with  her  immediate  fettlement  of  4000I.  a  year,  which  he  un- 
derftood to  be  deftined  for  what  was  called  "  her  Royal  High- 
"  nefs's  pin  money/'  might  hereafter  prove  a  difproportionate 
provifion,  in  cafe  her  Royal  Highnefs  (hould  be  left  a  widow 
-with  a  family  requiring  a  larger  eftablifhment. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was  thought  right  to 
comply  with  the  ftipulated  terms  of  the  treaty  of  marriage  that 
had  been  formally  concluded  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  her 
Royal  Highnefs's  father,  but  that  doing  fo,  would  not  predude 
any  future  provifion,  allowing  for  the  contingent  event  that 
her  Royal  Highnefs  fhould  furvive  the  Duke  her  hufband  ;  which 
the  Court  of  Pruflia  was,  he  underftood,  perfe&Iy  willing  to 
leave  to  the  generofrty  of  the  King  and  country/  as  the  fitua- 
tion  of  her  Royal  Highnefs  might  hereafter  change  and  redder 
neceflary.  4 
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Mr.  FOX  profefled  himfelf  to  be  pcrfeaiy  fetisficd  with  Mr. 
Chancellor  Pitt's  explanation. 

Sir  JAMES  JOHNSTONE  hoped  the  eight  thoufand 
pounds  would  be  clear,  and  without  deduction  for  fees.  He 
wifhed  as  a  mark  of  refpedl  to  have  the  words,  "  Clear  of  all 
Jl  fees,"  inferred. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT-faid,  fuch  words  were  unneceflary, 
all  grants  to  the  Royal  Family  were  without  dedu&ion  of  taxes. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Major  SCOTT  faid,  that  as  he  underftood  his  motion  would 
not  be  oppofed  by  either  fide  of  the  Houfe,  it  would  be  unne- 
ceflary for  him  to  ufe  arguments  in  fupport  of  what  met  the  ge- 
neral fenfe  of  the  Members  prefent ;  he  would  merely  mention 
the  circumftances  that  had  made  an  impreflion  on  his  own  mind, 
and  had  induced  him  to  bring  the  fubjeft  forward  for  their  con- 
fideration.  The  Houfe  had  now  voted  above  fifty-one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  pounds  for  the  trial  of  Mr.  Haftings,  on  account 
only.  In  the  firft  yearof  this  trial  a  full  and  particular  account 
of  every  difburfement  made  by  the  Solicitors  was  laid  before  the 
Houfe  to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  trial.  There  was  alfo 
upon  the  table,  the  correfpondence  between  the  commiflioners 
of  His  Majefty's  Treafury  and  the  Managers,  on  the  fubjeft  of 
the  expences  of  the  trial ;  from  this  correfpondence  it  appeared 
that  the  expences  to  the  eleventh  day  of  the  trial  amounted  to 
3495L  a  fum  which  feemed  fa  high,  that  the  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
fury thought  it  their  .duty  to  tell  the  Managers  what  a  heavy 
charge  might  be  incurred  by  the  Public,  on  account  of  the  im- 
peachment. In  reply,  the  Managers  obferved,  that  this  ex- 
pence  of  3495I.  was  not  incurred  by  eleven  days  of  the  trial, 
but  that  a  considerable  part  of  it  had  been  employed  in  fervices 
performed  before  the  trial  had  commenced,  in  preparing  the 
articles  of  impeachment,  and  in  arranging  and  applying  the 
evidence,  relative  not  only  to  the  charges  in  which  they  had 
proceeded^  but  in  moft  of  thofe  which  had  not  then  been  open- 
ed. The  fair  conclufion  from  this  ftatement  was,  that  the  fu- 
ture expences  of  the  trial  would  be  confiderably  lefs  than  in  the 
firft  eleven  days,  yet  the  fa&  was,  the  Major  faid,  that  they 
had  been  fo  confiderably  higher,  as  to  leave  the  fubjeft  abfo- 
lutely  incomprehenfible.  Every  gentleman  knew,  that  the  firft 
year  of  the  trial  wa$  th^year  of  the  heavicft  apparent  expence, 
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at  leaft  it  was  the  year  in  which  more  was  done  than  in  the 
following  three  years  of  the  profecution  ;  by  this  (latement  he 
4id  not  mean  pofitively  to  lay  blame  any  where,  but  it  was  an 
ample  juftirication  to  him,  to  move  for  that  fort  of  particular 
account  from  the  15th  of  May,  1788,  to  this  day,  which  was 
already  upon  the  table  up  to  that  day,  from  the  firft  employ* 
ment  of  Counfel  and  Solicitors — and  in  the  account  before  the- 
Houfe,  the  fervices  performed,  and  the  money,  paid  to  Coun- 
fel, &c.  was  very  fully  (tated  ;  all  he  wanted  was  a  continu- 
ation of  the  fanle  account.  The  motion  was  feconded  and  car-  ' 
ried  immediately. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tburfday,  %th  March. 

Lord  MORNINGTON  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  confider  of  an  allowance  for  the  eflablilhment  of  the 
-Duke  and  Duchefs  of  York. 

The  refolutions  for  allowing  their  Royal  Highnefles  the  an- 
nual fum  of  eighteen  thoufand  pounds,  and  of  allowing  the 
Dtichefs  a  jointure  of  eight  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  in  cafe  (he 
fhall  furyive  the  Duke,  being  read, 

Mr.  BAKER  obferved,  that  fome  years  ago  His  Majefty 
had  been  enabled,  by  a  vote  of  that  Houfe,  to  charge  the  con- 
solidated fund  with  the  fum  of  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  for  the  , 
fupport  of  the  younger  branches  of  the  Royal  family.  He  ob- 
ferved, that  after  this  vote,  His  Majefty  would  not  be  at  li- 
berty to  appropriate  any  part  of  that  fixty  thoufand  pounds  for 
the  Duke  of  York. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  certainly  not,  but  he  did  not 
think  it  delicate  to  make  that  a  part  of  thefe  refolutions. 

The  refolutions  were  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PELHAM  faid,  he  had  a  petition  on  behalf  of  a  great 
number  of  hop-owners  and  hop-planters,  dating  grievances  un- 
der which  they  laboured,  from  fome  lay  impropriators  of  tythes. 
They  had  no  hoftility  againft  the  Church  or  its  revenue,  but 
wifhedthe  Houfe  to  take  the  fubje£t  into  confideration,  and  to 
form  fyme  regulation.  He  faid,  he  fhould  not  now  move  any 
k        thing  on  this  petition.    Some  future  day  that  fhould  be  brought 
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forward — he  only  moved  now  that  the  petition  fhould  be 
brought  up.N 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  had  no  objeftion  that 
the  petition  fhould  be  brought  up ;  but  that  the  fubjeft  itfelf 
was  of  confiderable  importance,  and  no  refactions  on  it  fhould 
be  agreed  to  without  great  deliberation.  He  had  had  confer- 
ences with  various  owners  and  planters  of  hops  from  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  They  all  agreed  that  fome  regulation 
was  highly  necefTary. 

The  petition  was  then  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Two  other  petitions  from  other  perfons  were  prefented  for 
the  fame  objeft. 

Major  MAITLAND  gave  notice  that  his  motion,  which 
flood  now  for  Wednefday,  would  be  made  on  Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order,  of  the  day  for  the 
Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  income  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  national  debt,  and  the  Houfe  having  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  accordingly,  Lord  Mornington  in  the 
chair, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  having  given  notice,  thai 
on  the  prefent  day,  he  fhould  fubmit  to  a  Committee  his  .pro- 
pofitions  for  a  new  bill,  for  accelerating  the  payment  of  the 
national  debt,  and  conceiving  that  the  principle  upon  which  his 
refolutions  were  founded,  was  likely  to  be  adopted,  he  would 
not  trouble  the  Committee  farther  than  by  merely  ftating  the  re- 
folutions he  fhould  move ;  as  it  might  be  more  agreeable  and 
convenient  to  difcufs  them  when  a  bill  founded  thereon  fhould 
be  before  the  Houfe.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  concluded  by  read?* 
ing  two  refolutions,  the  firft  of  which  went  to  continue  the  ef- 
feft  of  the  finking  fund  for  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt, 
fubfequent  to  the  period  when  the  intereft  of  the  money  in  the 
finking  fund  fhould  amount  to  four  millions  annually ;  and  the. 
fecond,  to  prevent  any  future  permanent  burdens  on  the  coun- 
try, by  ena&ing,  that  a  provifion  fhould  be  made  for  the 
fpeedy  payment  of  every  loan  entered  into,  or  that  an  additional 
fum9  in  proportion  to  the  loan  fo  borrowed,  fhould  be  fet  apart 
for  the  redu&ion  of  the  whole  national  debt. 

The  queftion  being  put  on  each  refolution,  they  were  agreed 
to,  and 'the  Houfe  refumed. 


38  PARLIAMENTARY  A- 179a. 

Mr,  FOX  faid,  he  had  a  petition  complaining  of  a£b  pafled 
in  the  9th  and  10th  of  the  reign  of  King  William,  fome  claufes 
in  which  fubjefted  certain  perfons  to  the  mod  cruel  penalties 
on  ac^jarnt  of  their  religious  fentiments.     "  Where  any  per- 
*<  fon  fkall  deny  t$e  dodrine  of  the  Holy  Trinity,    in  fpeech 
"  or  in  writing,  he  (hall,  for  the  firft  offence,  be  declared  in- 
<*  capable  of  enjoying  any  office  whatever  under  Government, 
*<  or  othcrwife,    by  which  any  emolument  may  be  derived. 
"  For  the  fecond  offence  he  (hall,  in  addition  to  the  other  pe- 
'u  nalty,  be  unable  to  fue,    in  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  for 
"  any  claim  whatever — or  be  guardian  to  any  infant — or  re- 
*'  ceive  any  legacy — and  jhall  alfo  fuffer  imprifonment  for  three 
"  years."     Such  were  the  intolerable  hardfhips  to  which  men 
were  expofed  for  publifhing  their  religious  opinions.     Under 
a  fenfe  of  this  injurtice,    about  flxteen  hundred  perfons  had 
figned  this  petition.     They  were  chiefly  of  a  clafs  who  are  de- 
nominated Unitarians,    but  among  them  were  various  fefts  of 
Diifenters,  and  many  Members  of  the  Church  of  England.— 
The  objedk  was  general  toleration,  and  for  this  they  applied  to 
Parliament.     The  petitioners  might  foon  be  made  more  nu- 
merous if  that  were  neceflary  ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  there  was 
no  fuch  necefiity.  He  therefore  moved,  "  That  this  petition  be 
u  brought  up,"  which  was  granted. 
The  petition  being  read,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table, 
Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  had  nothing  farther  to  move  at  prefent. 
The  only  objeft  he  had  now  in  view,  and  indeed  the  whole,  he 
wifhed  to  be  confidered  merely  as  notice — "  That  at  fome  fu^. 
"  ture  day  he  (hould  have  a  propofition  to  move  in  that  Houfe"; 
upon  the  principle  and  the  general  outline  of  the  fubje&,    he 
entertained  bo  doubt  whatever.     The  only  thing  that  intro- 
duced a  difficulty,  was  in  the  manner  in  which  he  fliouldtake 
up  the  fubjeft — ever  fince  he  thought  his  faculties  capable  of* 
thinking  on  the  fubje&,    the  whole  code  of  penal  ftatutes  in 
fijpport  of  any  do&rine  in  religion,    appeared  to  him  to  be 
founded  on  an  error  in  principle — that  fuch  laws  never  did  pro- 
duced—never could  produce,  any  benefit  whatever  to  mankind ; 
4>ut  were,  on  the  contrary,   replete  with  injuftice  and  oppref- 
fion.     No  doubt  therefore  could  be  entertained  by  him  but  that 
it  was  proper  to  repeal  them.    He  was  led  by  thefe  reflections 
to  (late  Something  of  the  mode  which  he  {hould  adopt  upon. 
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this  occasion.  He  freely  Confeffed  that  he  had  in  view  the  Re- 
peal of  every  penal  (latute  upon  religion  that  exifts; — For  this 
purpofe  he  (hould  move,  on  fome  future  day*  "  That  the 
"  whole  Hpufe  do  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee*  in  which  he 
"  fhould  propofe  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
*'  total  repeal  of  all  thefe  penal  ftatutes" — then  different  gen- 
tlemen Would  have  a  fair  opportunity  of  delivering, each  hit 
opinion  oh  the  whole  penal  code— to  fay  whether  any — if  any* 
what  part  of  thfem  ought  to  remain.  In  his  opinion  they  were 
all  difgraceful  to  our  ftatute  book  ;  but  if  he  (hould  not  be  able 
to  gain  the  whole,  he  would  take  what  part  he  could,  of  his 
objeft  ;'  rather  than  have  nothing,  he  would  take  the  Ample 
prayer  of  the  prefent  petition — the  mere  repeal  of  the  a&s  re* 
cited — but  this  was  only  a  (lender  part  of  his  prefent  object. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday y  gtb  March* 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  gave  notice,  that  on  Thurfday  the 
29th  of  March  he  (hould  make  his  motion  refpe&ing  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  (lave  trade.  He  added  that  he  thought  it  advifeable 
publicly  to  declare,  that  he  neither  now  defigned,  nor  at  any 
time  paft  had  entertained  an  idea  of  bringing  forward  any  pro- 
portion concerning  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes  a&ually  in 
the  iflands — a  declaration  he  (hould  have  deemed  altogether  un- 
neceflary,  if  he  had  not  lately  found  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
views  t>f  himfelf  and  other  friends  to  the  abolition,  were  even 
ftill  njifreprefented  on  this  point.  For  himfelf,  therefore,  and 
for  thofe  who  aded  with  him,  he  difclaimed  the  intention  which, 
for  obvious  reafons*.  had  been  with  fo  much  induftry  afcribed 
to  him. 

Colonel  TARLETON  faid,  he  was  gla4  the  honourablf 
gentleman  had  mentioned  fo  early  a  day  for  the  difcuflion  of  this 
fubjeS— a  difcuflion  which  he  hoped  would  give  fecurity  to  all 
the  trade,  and  would  be  the  means  of  fending  a  great  deal  of 
paper  to  oblivion  (alluding,  we  fuppofe,  to  the  numerous  pe- 
titions, and  the  mafs  of  evidence  on  this  fubjeft  preferred  to  the 
Jloufe.J  He  hoped  that  the  majprity  of  that  Houfe  on  that  day 
would  teach  Mr.  Wilberforce  to  abandon  a  projeft  fo  injuri- 
ous to  our  important  commerce,  and  to  employ  hU  talent*  in 
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future  in  fome  purfuit  lefs  deftru&ive  to  the  intereft  of  this 
country. »  He  then  moved,  that  the  Houfe  be  called  over  on 
the  d4y  preceding  this  difcuffion,  which  will  be  Wednesday  the 
o8th  of  March. 

Mr,  W.  SMITH  faid,  that  he  begged  leave  to  fecond  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Colonel  Tarleton)  and 
that  he  did  it  with  the  greater  pleafure,  becaufe  he  expe&ed  a 
totally  different  iflue  of  the  bufinefs  from  that  on  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  feemed  fo  confidently  to  rely.  He  had 
no  doubt  but  that  gentlemen  would  arrive  from  the  country, 
deeply  impreffed  with  the  fentiments  which  had  made  fo  great 
"a  progrefs  in  the  nation  at  large,  and  would  be  zealous  in  fup- 
porting  a  motion,  in  favour  of  which  fuch  numbers  of  their  con- 
fidents had  already  exprefled  fo  warm  and  decided  an  opinion  ; 
nor  could  he  conceive  the  poflibility  in  any  cafe,  that  thofe 
numerous  petitions,  with  which  the  table  was  already  loaded, 
and  the  yet  far  greater  number  with  which  he  had  every  reafon 
to  expeft  it  would  be  covered  before  the  queftion  (hould  be 
brought  forward,  could  be  "  configned  to  oblivion/'  or(  in- 
deed could  fail  of  obtaining  that  great  object  which  was  their 
general  payer.  Mr.  Smith  faid,  that  he  was  farther  happy  in 
the  profpeA  of  difcufling  the  bufinefs  in  a  full  Houfe,  as  it 
would  afford  an  opportunity  of  entirely  diflipating  whatever  ap- 
prehenfions  might  have  been  raifed  by  thofe  efforts  which  had 
•  been  fo  induftrioufly  circulated  of  a  connexion  between  the 
agitation  of  this  q  leftion  and  the  infurreftion  in  St.  Domingo. 
'The  calamities  of  which  unhappy  ifland  he  believed  were  de- 
plored far  more  fincerely  by  himfelf  and  his  friends,  than  by 
many  of  thofe  very  pcrfons  who  had  been  fo  a&ive  in  fpread- 
ing  the  falfe  alarms  to  which  he  had  alluded ;  for  that  they 
were  entirely  falfe  and  groundlefs,  and  that  the  meafures  which 
had  been  taken  here  for  the  abolition  of  the  (lave  trade,  had 
hot  had  the  minuted  relation  to  thofe  diforders,  he  was  con- 
vinced might  be  proved  to  the  entire  fatisfa&ion  of  every  reafon- 
able  and  impartial  mind. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  rofe  again,  and  obferved,  that  as 
the  Houfe  was  proceeding  to  other  bufinefs,  he  would  not  de- 
tain them  by  entering  into  any  debate  ;  but  he  could  not  help 
making  a  fingle  remark  on  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  oppofite  to  him  (Colonel  Tarleton)  refpe&ing  the 
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oblivion  to  which  he  hoped  the  petitions  would  be  configned. 
For  his  own  part,  he  could  by  no  means  think  it  poflible  that 
the  fenfe  of  the  people,  exprefled  more  generally  and  more 
loudly  than  in  alrpoft  any  former  inftance,  would  fail  to  have 
its  due  weight  on  the  prefent  occafion  ;  but  he  would  fairly 
confefs,  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman's  expeftations  fliould 
be  realized,  and  his  own  motion  be  negatived  by  a  larger  ma- 
jority than  before,  he  (hould  then  indeed  concur  with  him  in 
wifliing  that  the  petitions  might  be  configned  to  oblivion  ;  be- 
caufe  fo  long  as  they  (hould  continue  in  remembrance,  they 
would  continue  a  reproach  to  the  charafter  of  Parliament,  and 
add  to  the  difgrace  which  could  not  but  tarnifh  the  honour  of 
a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  while  this  deteftable  traffic  in 
men  fliould  be  fuffered  to  exift.  v 

Mr.  C  AWTHORNE  exprefled  a  wifli  that  the  call  might 
be  enforced  with  the  utmoft  ftri&nefs,  obferving,  that  laft  year, 
though  a  call  of  the  Houfe  had  been  moved,  it  had  been  fuf- 
fered to  pafs  over  without  its  having  been  put  in  effe&.  He 
moved,  "  That  the  Speaker  do  write  letters  to  the  Sheriffs  of 
f  *  the  feveral  counties,  to  give  due  notice  to  the  Members  re- 
"  fpeQing  boroughs  within  the  faid  counties,  that  they  muft* 
"  attend  their  duty  in  Parliament  on  the  a8th  inftant,  or  be 
u  lubje£t  to  the  confequences." 

iCfr.  Cawthorne's  motion  was  negatived. . 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  then  moved,  "  That  the  Houfe  do 
"  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on 
"  Tuefday,  the  29th  of  March  inft.  to  confider  of  the  circum- 
"  ftances  of  the  African  flave  trade." 

He  then  moved,  "  That  all  the  petitions  prefented  on  this 
"  fubjeft  fliould  be  referred  to  the  fame  Committee." 

Ordered. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  faid,  it  was  with  great  concern  he  had 
to  obferve,  that  in  confequence  of  the  abfence  of  feveral  gen- 
tlemen of  great  talents  and  refpeftability  from  the  Houfe  this 
day,  from  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  fubjeft,  and  the 
part  he  intended  to  take  in  its  difcuffion,  he  was  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  declining  to  enter  into  it  to-day,  but  would  on  Tuef- 
day next  bring  forward  a  motion  with  regard  to  the  trial  of 
George  Rofe. 

Vol.  XXXIL  G 
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Mn  ROSE  faid,  that  feyen  or  eight  days  ago  he  learned,  for 
he  was  not  in  the  Houfe  at  the  time,  that  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  given  notice  of  moving  fomething  with  refpeft  to 
him.  He  could  not  have  failed  to  exprefs  his  approbation  of 
an  inquiry  being  made  into  any  circumftance  that  the  Houfe 
ihould  think  fit  to  be  brought  before  them  with  refpeft  to  hinw 
It  was  not  only  what  he  approved  of,  but  alfo  his  cordial  wifb 
that  fuch  inquiry  mould  take  place ;  he  mould*  be  glad  to  take 
the  earlieft  opportunity  for  that  purpofe.  He  had  been  mifre- 
prefented  in  the  cafe  to  which  he  fuppofed  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman alluded,  and  he  wifhed  the  honourable  Member  to  ex* 
plain  himfelf  without  delay.  He  muft  exprefs  his  aftonffhment 
at  the  circumftance  as  it  now  flood.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man, feven  or  eight  days  ago,  was  pleafed  to  allude  to  the  trial 
of  George  Rofe,  and  faid  he  had  fomething  to  move  on  it,  and 
then,  on  the  very  day  which  he  fixed  on  for  that  purpofe,  in- 
ftead  of  going  into  the  fubjeft,  according  to  his  notice,  he 
(hrunk  from  the  investigation.  Having  given  this  notice,  it 
was  incumbent  upon  him  to  proceed,  unlefs  he  could  aflign 
fome  reafon,  and  if  he  hacj  any,  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to 
ftate  that  reafon  why  he  did  riot  now  bring  the  fubjeflr  forward* 
He  had  faid,  indeed,  that  many  refpe&able  gentlemen  were, 
abfent,  who  might  take  part  in  the  difcuffion.  Although  it 
was  always  defirable,  yet  it  was  not  always  irdifpenfably  ne- 
ceifary,  that  the  gentlemen  alluded  to  mould  take  part  in  the 
difcuffion  of  a  fubjeft.  Befides,  as  no  reafon  was  ftated  for 
their  abfence,  he  thought  it  was  fair  to  conclude  they  had  no 
wifti  to  attend  the  difcuffion  of  the  fubjeft.  He  put  it  to  the 
candor  of  the  Houfe,  whether  the  honourable  gentleman  fhould 
not  now  proceed,  or  that  if  he  mould  not,  whether  he  had  not 
been  guilty  of  deceiving  the  Jioufe,  by  calling  its  attention  to 
what  he  did  not  mean  to  bring  forward. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  rofe  to  exprefs  his  aftonifhment  at 
the  complaint  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft — 
that  a  gentleman  poftponed  a  motion  :  was  there  any  thing 
new  in  it — was  it  not  done  every  day — was  this  not  the  very 
firft  time  it  was  complained  of — had  not  the  Chancellor  of  th« 
Exchequer  repeatedly  done  it — was  there  any  difpute  about  the 
propriety  of  it  ?   He  was  glad,  however,  that  the  honourable 
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gentleman  was  willing  that  this  difcuflion  fhould  take  place. — 
He  hoped  he  would  not  objeft,  therefore,  to  a  Committee  of 
Inquiry.  He  made  ufe  of  bold  language — Trial  of  George 
Rofe !  Aye,  Trial  of  George  Rofe,  and  a  ferious  one  it  might 
be  ;  hovtever,  the  honourable  gentleman,  no  doubt,  refted  fe- 
cure  in  confeious  innocence  and  defied  inquiry,  at  leaft  it  fhould 
feem  fo  from  the  fmile  on  his  countenance.  Mr.  Courtaney 
wiflied  for  this  difcuflion  alfo — he  thought  he  could  advance 
many  things  in  his  favour! 

Mr.  LAMBTON  vindicated  Mr.  Thompfon  from  the 
charge  of  trifling  with  the  Houfe,  and  faid,  he  knew  that  many 
important  fails  were  to  be  difdofedin  the  difcuflion  of  this 
fubje£t. 

Mr.  GREY  obferved,  it  was  not  unufual  for  a  Member  of 
that  Houfe,  to  give  notice  of  an  intention  to  bring  forward  a 
fubjeft,  and  afterwards  to  defer  it.  That  was  done  almofV 
daily,  and  often  without  afligning  a  reafon.  But  here  there 
was  a  reafon,  namely,  the  abfence  of  feveral  gentlemen,  who 
might  wifh  to  deliver  their  fentiments  in  the  courfe  of  the  dif- 
cuflion. As  to  the  iniinuation  that  there  was  no  earneftnefs  in 
this  fubjeft,  he  mud  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Houfe  that  there 
was  earneftnefs  ;  that  many  Members,  who  were  not  now  pre- 
fent,  intended  to  fpeak  on  this  fubje&.  He  had  a  good  deal 
himfelf  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  general  pra&ice,  and 
fome  extraordinary  circumftances  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
Weftminfter  election. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUND AS  faid,  it  was  not  very  pleafant  for 
the  Memhers  of  the  Houfe  to  come  down  with  a  view  of  hear- 
ing a  particular  fubjett  difcufled,  and  afterwards  be  obliged  to 
feparate  without  hearing  that  difcuflion  ;  but  if  the  honourable 
Member  did  not  chufe  to  go  on,  the  Houfe  had  no  power  to  go 
on.  It  was  true,  he  ought  to  aflign  fome  reafon  why  he  did 
not  proceed,  but  that  refted  with  himfelf.  However,  if  the 
Houfe  muft  part  in  this  difappointed  ftate,  he  recommended 
them  to  part  in  good  humour.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
dki  not  chufe  to  aflign  any  reafon,  the  Houfe  had  not  any  power 
to  make  him  fpeak  ;  he  was  here,  and  could  do  as  he  pleafed  ; 
like  a  horfe  that  was  brought  to  the  water,  nobody  could  com- 
pel him  to  drink. 

Ga 
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The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  doubted  whether  the 
manner  in  which  the  notice  of  the  motion  was  worded  was  fuf- 
ficiently  decorous  and  refpe&able  to  an  honourable  Member 
of  that  Houfe,  or  was  confonant  to  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe 
itfelf. 

Mr.  MITFORD  entertained  fentiments  fimilar  to  thofe  of 
the  lad  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  and  exprefled  a  fear 
that  the  Houfe  was  infulted  by  this  delay. 

*  Mr.  GREY  obferved,  that  evidence  of  an  important  nature 
had  been  lately  difcovered,  which  it  was  neceflary  to  arrange, 
and  to  confider,  and  therefore  it  was  neceflary  that  the  fubjeft 
fhouldbe  poftponed.  With  refpeft  to  the  advice  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  for  the  Houfe- to  part  in  good  humour, 
he  had  no  obje&ion  to  adopt  it ;  but  if  there  were  any  fign  of 
morofenefs,  he  begged  the  Houfe  to  refleS  to  whom  it  was  im- 
putable— Who  talked  of  (hrinking  from  the  fubjedt  ? 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  faid,  "  On  Tuefday  next  I  (hall 
"  make  a  motion  relative  to  the  pra&ice  of  gentlemen  high  in 
"  office,  refpe&ingtheWeftminfterele&ion." 

Mr.  LAMBTON  aflured  the  Houfe,  there  was  nothing  in- 
folent  or  trifling  intended  in  this  bufmefs,  but  that  it  was  to  be 
a  ferious  charge. 

Mr.  RYDER  exprefled  himfelf  diflatisfied  with  this  propofed 
delay. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  aflured  the  Houfe  alfo,  that  he  knew  his 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Thompfon  much  too  well  to  fuppofe 
that  he  would  fhrink  from  this  fubjeft.  He  obferved  there 
were  pra£tices  in  the  Weftminfter,  and  other  ele&ions,  that 
ought  to  be  ferioufly  inveftigated  in  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  FOX,  abfent  all  this  while,  juft  now  entered  the  Houfe, 
he  faid,  the  reafon  why  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  were  ab- 
fent, was,  that  it  being  a  ballot  day,  they  were  told,  about  five 
o'clock,  that  nothing  like  the  number  of  one  hundred  Mem- 
bers were  prefent,  and  that  confequently  there  would  be  no 
Houfe.  This  in  point  of  faft  was  his  own  cafe,  or  he  (hould 
not  have  been  abfent  from  his  duty.  When  he  heard  after- 
wards that  the  firft  account  was  falfe,  and  that  there  was  a 
Houfe,  he  made  all  the  hafte  he  could  to  come  down,  but  he 
doubted  whether  other  jgentlemen  would  be  "undeceived  in 
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that  particular  to-night,  till  it  would  be  too  late  for  their  at^ 
tendance. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  made  an  obfervation  or  two  on  the  variety 
of  reafons  afligned  for  not  proceeding  in  this  bufinefs  to-night. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  did  not  flatter  himfelf  fo  much  as  to 
imagine  the  Houfe  would  think  it  worth  while  to  hear  of  him 
why  he  was  abfent.  As  to  the  obfervation  made  00  the  vari- 
ety of  reafons  given  for  the  propofed  delay,  he  could  only  faj 
he  did  not  fee  that  any  of  them  were  weakened  by  another  being 
added  to  the  number. 

Yhe  notice  was  then  obferved  by  the  SPEAKER  to  ftand  for 
*Tuefday. 

T}ie  Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday ,  \2tb  March. 

General  BURGOYNE  faid,  that  when  he  firft  ftirred  the 
fubjeft  he  was  now  about  to  bring  before  the  Houfe  at  full,  he 
had  declared  his  objeft  to  be  redrefs,  and  not  accufation.  He 
would  begin  by  repeating  that  declaration.  Not  only  the  fa- 
tisfa&ion  of  his  own  mind,  but  the  fuccefs  of  his  motion,  de- 
pended upon  conciliating  the  temper  of  every  office,  every  let 
of  men,  every  individual,  that  could  be  implicated  in  his 
intended  inquiry.  He  mud  (late  grievance*^  but  he  would 
admit,  in  every  poflible  cafe,  every  plea  that  could  be  urged 
for  removing  the  caufes  of  thofe  grievances  from  perfons  to 
errors  in  the  inftitution,  or  rules  under  which  they  aded.  For 
the  more  clear  view  of  the  fubjecl,  the  Houfe  would  advert  to 
what  had  already  palled  upon  it.  At  the  time  he  gave  his  warm 
affent  and  praife  to  the  bounty  of  bread-money,  bellowed 
upon  the  private  foldier,  he  took  occafion  to  lament  that  the 
fituation  of  the  fubaltern  of  infantry  had  not  likewife  been 
taken  into  confideration.  His  ftipend,  barely  adequate  to  hi* 
fituation  at  its  firft  allotment,  was  rendered  fo  much  worfe  by 
•  the  increafe  of  price  in  every  article  of  life,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  a  gentleman  to  fubfift  upon  it :  this  diftrefs  had  become 
more  grievous  of  late  years,  by  a  pra&ice  of  withholding  the 
arrears  of  tbefe  pQor  officers,  under  colour  that  the  accounts  of 
their  refpeftive  jegiments  were  not  fettled,  The  withholding 
the  arrears  of  any  officer  under  that  colour,  was  unwarrant- 
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able ;  but  it  was  particularly  opprcflive  upon  the  fubalterns, 
who  could  not  poffibly  be  implicated  in  any  accounts,  except 
when  individually  employed  upon  the  recruiting  fervice ;  an 
account  purely  regimental,  eafily  and  fhortly  fettled,  and  for 
which,  in  cafe  of  mifconduft,  the  parties  were  refponfible  in 
their  commiffions. '   To  this  the  Secretary  at  War  had  then 
leplied,  "  That  the  General  was  miftaken  ;  that  the  fubalterns 
*4  always  had  received  them,  and  always  might  receive  them, 
c<  upon  proper  application,  though  the  general  accounts  of  the 
**  legiment  were  not  fettled."    The  Secretary  at  War  had 
fince  laid  upon  the  table,  a  letter  from  the  War  Office  to  th« 
Pay  Office,  written  in  1785,  proving  that  an  iflue  of  arrears, 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1783,  had  been  made  to  the  fubalterns 
«f  a  great  number  of  corps,  viz.  to  all  the  corps  reduced  in  the 
jaid year  1783  \  and  it  appeared  by  other  papers  produced  by 
the  honourable  Secretary,  that  the  fubalterns  of  ftanding  corps 
bad  occafionally  been  paid  arrears,  when  thofe  of  the  Captains 
and  Field  Officers  had  been  withheld,  becaufe  the  general  ac- 
counts were  not  fettled.     The  General  faid,  he  very  readily 
acknowledged  thefe  miftakes   in  regard  to  the  extent   of  the 
grievance  upon  fubalterns.     He  could  not  repent  his  errors, 
for  two  reafons  ;  the  one,  that  they  had  brought  forth  in- 
-ftances  that  did  credit  to  the  honourable  Secretary  ;  the  other, 
%that  they  had  produced   a  public,  official,  pofitive  declaration 
vx  that  Houfe,  "  that  the  arrears  of  fubalterns,  up  to  a  given 
"  time,  (viz.  a  year  or  eighteen  months)  might  always  be  ob- 
"  talned,  though  the  general  accounts  Ihould  not  be  fettled, 
'*  by  proper  application  of  the  agent,  in  the  Colonel's  name,  • 
*4  to  the  War  Offipe."     The  General  appealed  to  the  officers 
Members  of  that  Houfe*  to  the  whole  army,  to  every  agent  in 
England,  whether  that  rule  was  ever  underftood,  or  believed 
4K>  cxift,  before  the  honourable  Secretary,  to  his  honour,  and 
to  the  happinefs  of  the  lower  janks  of  the  army,  had  declared 
it  upon  this  occafion* 

Having  made  thefe  conceffions  relative  to  the  fubalterns, 
{which  naturally  were  the  firft  in  his  contemplation,  as  men 
ttee  lead  able  to  bear  a  protraction  of  payment)  the  General 
feid  he  was  far  from  conceding  that  the  fubftance  of  the.  griev- 
ance the  army  at  large  had  to  complain  of,  was  not  worthy 
an  inquiry  of  the  nature  he  intended  to  move.     He  would  not 
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reft  upon  the  complaint  that  even  to  the  regiments  whofc  ac- 
counts were  unembarraffed,  four  years  arrears  were  unpaid  at 
Chriftmas  laft ;  three  years  only  he  acknowledged  could  be 
called  due  ;  becaufe  one  year  was  in  ftrict  regularity  kept  back 
in  conformity  to  the  original  inftitution.  But  that  this  com* 
plaint  of  three  years  was  prevalent  could  not  be  denied  ;  and  he 
would  aflc  the  honourable  Secretary,  whether  a  decent  and  pro- 
per memorial  had  not  lately  been  received  from  Gibraltar  upon 
the  fubjeft  ?  But  this  delay  was  trivial,  incomparifon  of  what 
he  had  to  alledge :  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  being  proved,  if  the 
inquiry  were  granted,  that  there  were  very  many  corps,  whofc 
clearances,  as  far  as  related  to  Field  Officers  and  Captains, 
had  been  fufpended  feven,  eight,  and  nine,  years;  among 
thefe  nearly  all  the  corps  reduced  in  1783.  There  were  officers 
in  the  Houfe  ;  one  in  particular  he  could  call  upon,  but  did 
not  fee  him  in  his  place  who  would  vouch  that  fact.  It  might 
now  be  proper  to  ftate  the  apparent  caufes  of  thefe  delays. 
There  were  two  fubordinate  offices  under  the  War  Office,  for 
examining  regimental  accounts:  one  chiefly  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Colonel  Delancy,  a  gentleman  perfectly  qualified  for 
that  fituation,  and  of  a  character  highly  refpectable  in  every 
point  of  view.  The  object  of  his  office,  (as  the  General  be- 
lieved) was  to  examine  the  accounts  of  regiments,  from  the 
year  1775  to  the  year  1783 — the  period  of  the  American  war, 
in  which  the  greater  part  of  the  Britifh  infantry  had  been  at  dif- 
ferent times  employed ;  and  from  the  nature  of  the  fervice,  the 
accounts  had  become  complicated  and  intricate.  The  other 
pffice  was  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Taylor,  and  the  bufinefs  of 
it  was  to  examine  accounts  from  1783  downwards.  Upon  re- 
port from  Mr.  Taylor  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  of  balances 
being  (truck,  debenture  warrants  were  iflued  to  the  Pay  Office 
to  difcharge  fuch  balances.  The  General  was  aware,  that  a 
qlaufe  in  the  Pay-Office  act  might  be  pleaded  for  this  mode  of 
proceeding ;  but  the  admirable  author  of  that  act  (Mr.  Burke) 
a  man  whofe  philanthropy  is  ever  in  unifon  with  his  talents, 
little  thought  that  the  provifions  .which  he  framed  for  the  purpofe 
of  facilitating  and  expediting  payments  of  the  army  (and  to 
fpeak  of  the  act  in  general,  it  is  one  of  great  and  folid  benefit 
to  the  fervice)  (hould  be  ufed  to  a  direct  contrary  effect,  perhaps 
by  too  rigorious  a  conftruction ,  -perhaps  by  grafting  upon  the 
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a&  rules  too  precife  to  be  pra&icable ;  perhaps  by  a  neceflary 
operation,  but  one  that  could  not  be  forefeen  ;  perhaps  from 
caufes  with  which  the  aft  had  nothing  to  do ;  the  fa&  was  that 
the  examination  of  accounts  was  dilatory  in  all  cafes,  and  in 
many,  he  was  willing  to  believe  unintentionally,  but  from  the 
nature  of  the  regulations  adopted  by  office,  in  many  cafes  op- 
preffive.  In  the  firft  place,  as  he  was  informed,  the  examw 
nations  were  ex  parte :  refpites  and  difallowances  were  (truck 
without  a  power  of  explanation  or  appeal.  The  confequencc 
(as  the  General  was  informed)  had  frequently  been,  .that  the 
agents,  in  the  name  of  their  refpe&ive  regiments,  had  refufed 
to  receive  the  balances  under  the  refpites  and  difallowances 
made  by  office.  And  where  was  that  difputed  money  ? — It 
remained  with  Government ;  arid  there  it  muft  remain  to  eter- 
nity, if  the  mode  of  adjufting  accounts  now  purfued  was  not 
correfted.  The  General  trufted  thatv  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  of  whofe  reftitude,  in  regard  to  public  money,  he- 
had  the  higheft  opinion,  would  ftand  forth  in  fupport  of  a 
meafure,  that  had  for  its  objeft  juftice  to  the  army,  juftice  to 
the  public,  and  juftice  and  credit  to  office.  But  it  had  been 
maintained  that  Captains  were  public  accountants,  and  there- 
fore it  was  juftifiable  to  withhold  arrears,  or  to  charge  againft 
them  refpites  and  difallowances  made  in  the  general  accounts. 
The  General  pofitively  denied  that  any  officer  could  be  deno- 
minated a  public  accountant,  except  the  Colonel ;  and  he  went 
into  feveral  details  in  fupport  of  his  opinion  ;  but  he  added, 
that  if  Captains  were  to  be  public  accountants,  it  was  the 
flrongeft  argument  that  could  be  ufed  for  palling  fome  law 
more  forcible  than  any  now  exifting,  for  expediting  the  fettle- 
ment  of  accounts.  After  a  fervice  of  between  forty  and  fifty 
years,  the  General  thought  he  might  be  allowed  fome  know- 
ledge in  the  character  of  Britifh  officers  ;  profeflions  have  a 
general  character.  He  had  ever  found  Britifh  officers  prodigal 
of  life,  when  duty  called^  for  it ;  and  if  not  prodigal  of  private 
fortune,  difinterefted  often  to  a  fault.  Try  them  for  any  num- 
ber of  years  in  war  or  peace,  he  would  venture  to  affert,  that 
for  one  inftance  that  could  be  produced  of  a  Britifh  officer  be- 
ing guilty  of  a  dirty  pecuniary  tranfacYion,  he  would  fhew  a 
thoufand  inflances  of  patrimony  devoted  to  the  credit  and  dig- 
nity of  the  profeffion.     It  was  far  from  him  to  inlinuate  that 
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proper  examination  ought  not  to  have  place  in  every  department 
of  public  expenditure  ;  he  only  ventured  to  contend,,  that  of  all 
the  channels  where  public  money  might  run,  the  army,  as  far 
as  regarded  the  officers,  was  one,  where  fevtrity  of  account  was 
leaft  required*  ; 

Now,  whether  the  prcfent  mode  of  examination  wa£,  of 
was  not,  fevere  in  the  extreme,  was  the  great  objeft  of  the 
inquiry  he  propofed.  He  need  not  go  farther  in  complaint  of 
feverity,  than  what  he  had  already  ftated— examination  ex 
parte,  and  decifion  without  appeal :  he  would  only  add*  that 
fome  of  the  rules  under  which  the  examiner  a&ed,  were  framed 
in  a  manner  that  to  comply  with  them  was  impoflible.  For  in- 
ftance,  if  his  information  was  true,  the  want  of  rriufter-rolls 
was  given  as  a  reafon  for  not  fettling  the  accounts  of  regiments, 
Whofe  fervice  had  laid  in  parts  of  the  world  where  there  were 
no  opmmiffaries  of  rriufters.  In  other _ca(es,  difallowances 
were  ftriick,  upon  rules  that  could  hot,  from  the  remotenefs 
of  fituation,  be  known  to  the  regiments  who  incurred  the  pe- 
nalties :  in  other  cafes,  money  was  charged  by  retrofpeft  of  fe- 
veral  years  againft  regiments,  in  which  perhaps  two-thirds  of 
the  officers  had  been  changed,  or  thofe  who  were  faulty,  if 
feults  there  were,  were^  dead,  or  not  forthcoming. 

In  other  cafes,  regiments  were  difallowed  expences  incurred, 
and  bona  fide  paid,  by  pofitive  orders  of  Commanders  in  Chief. 
There  were  feveral  undeniable  fa£ls  of  this  kind;  and  when 
they  were  demonstrated,  and  put  home  to  Office,  what  was  the 
anfwer  ?— — "  It  may  be  fo  ;  but  we  are  bound  by  rule,  and 
"  this  is  not  the  place  for  red'refs."  The  General  wifhed  to 
bear  full  teftimony  to  the  urbanity  and  general  attention  with 
which  the  Secretary  at  War  treated  officers  with  whom  he  con  • 
verfed ;  he  would  bear  the  fame,  teftimony  to  the  Deputy  Se- 
cretary ;  nor  did  he  mean  to  accufe  Mr.  Taylor,  of  whofe 
manners  he  heard  favourable  mention,  of  wilful  difrefpeft  to 
the  profeffion  ;  but  the  fa&  was,  that  from  the  nature  of  Mr. 
Taylor's  office,  few  officers  went  from  it  without  feeling  them- 
felves  humiliated  or  provoked.  Men  who  had  fought  and 
bled  for  their  country  would  feel  acutely  :  their  old  wounds 
ached  at  a  harfh  or  pert  rebuke  from  a  clerk  ;  the  fenfe  of  the 
heart,  fo  pathetically  exprefled  by  our  great  poet,  when  h* 
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enumerates  the  evils  that  make  men  weary  of  exiftence,  war 
awake  in  them : 

"  Th*  oppreffbr's  wrong,  the  proud  man's  contumely, 
"  The  infolence  of  office,  and  the  fpurns 
"  That  patient  merit  of  the  unworthy  takes." 

The  General  faid  he  would  not  prefs  this.     An  appeal  to 
the  paflions  was  generally  held  unargumentative ,  he  would  dif- 
mifs  it,  with  only  faying,  the  caufe  which  he  was  pleading  was 
one,  in  which  the  moft  amiable  paffion's  of  the  human  breaft, 
compaffion,  generofity,  equity,  and  juftice,  were  deeply  con* 
cerned.     He  would  now  advert  to  the  means  that  his  mind  fug- 
gefted  as  the  proper  ones  for  fully  inveftigating  thefubjeft,  and 
applying  due  relief.     He  meant  to  move  for  a  Committee, 
upon  the  precedent  of  that  of  the  year  1746,  "  to  confrderthe 
u  (late  of  His  Majefty's  land  forces  upon  the  Britifh  eftablifti- 
€l  ment,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  fottlement  of  their  accounts, 
u  and  the  payment  of  their  arrears."    The  Committee  from 
which  he  took  the  precedent  was  compofed  of  feventy-four 
Members  ;  he  obfbrved  the  names  of  the  moft  refpeftable  per- 
fons  of  the  time,  in  and  out  of  office,  were  included.     H« 
propofed  alfo  to  move,  in  conformity  to  the  fame  precedent, 
that  all  who  came  (houldhave  voices.    For  the  mode  of  redrefs 
much  would  depend  upon  the  report  of  the  Committee  :  the, 
natural  mode,"  according  to  his  preferit  idea,  would  be  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  To  much  of  Mr.  Burke's  aft, 
(which  he  muft  again  mention  with  great  praife,  as  to  its  in- 
tent )  as  would  fecure  to  the  army  the  regular  payment  of  ar- 
rears.    The  General  concluded  with  faying,  that  whatever  dif- 
ference of  opinion  might  arife  hereafter,  upon  that  or  any 
other  mode  of  redrefs,  he  could  not  believe  there  would  b^  any 
oppofition   to  his  prefent  motion  for  inquiry.     Many  of  the 
delays  and  inconveniences  he  had  ftated,  he  would  pledge  him- 
felf  to  prove  ;  others,  with  which  he  was  lefs  acquainted,  he 
had  received  from  the  reports  of  men  of  honour  and  veracity  ; 
and  if  they  were  miftaken,  it  furely  was  for  the  credit  of  all 
parties  in  office,  to  come  forward  in  promoting  an  investiga- 
tion that  would  exculpate  themfelves,  and  if  any  ferious  evils 
were  found  to  cxift,  would  enable  them  to  affift  m  removing 
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the  caufes.     He  (hould  therefore  move,  u  That  a  Committed 
u  be  appointed  to  cpnfider  of  the  ftate  of  His  Majefty's  land 
"  forces,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  fettlement  of  their  accounts, 
"  and  the  payment  of  their  arrears,  and  that  the  faid  Com- 
"  mittee  do  report  their  opinion  thereupon  to  this  Houfe." 
Major  MAITLAND  feconded  the  motion. 
The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  after  all  the  attention 
he  had  been  able  to  give  to  what  had  been  brought  forward  by 
the  honourable  General,  he  was  not  able  to  bring  his  mind  tp. 
the  conclufion  that  the  propofed  Committee  was  neceffary ;  he 
did  not  fee  the  neceflity  of  the  meafure  from  any  thing  that  had 
been  dated.     The  honourable  General  had  gone  a  little  from 
the  notice  he  gave,  for  that  was  only  with  regard  to  the  arrears 
of  the  army,  to.the  arrears  of  the  fubalterns  of  the  army.     Upon 
part  of  this  he  was  miftaken,  and  had  admitted  it  in  the  courfe  of. 
his  fpeech  to  day  ;   indeed  he  was  fo  fatisfied  in  this  point  on  a 
former  occafion,  that  he  withdrew  his  motion.     He  admitted 
that  Field  Officers  did  receive  their  arrears,  whether  their  ac- 
counts were  paffed  or  not ;  but  the  queftion  was,  as  to  the  ar- 
rears of  fubalterns,  as  the  honourable  General  had  defcribed. 
Upon  this  point  he  was  a  good  deal  mifinformed.     He  wifhed 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  given  himfelf  the  trouble  of 
coming  to  him  he  would  have  given  him  much  better  informa- 
tion ;    as  to  the  delay  he  mentioned,  he  was  certainly  mifin- 
formed.    The  whole  delay  had  arifen  from  this  circumftance. 
When  accounts  came  in,    difficulties  arofe,    in  the  refult  of 
which  the  Officers  were  interested;  and  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
quiring properly  into  all  the  circumftances,  time  had  been  taken ^ 
and  that  with  the  anxious  wifh,   and  on  the  part  of  Govern- 
ment, with  the  fole  view  of  allowing  to  thefe  officers  every  thing 
jhat  could  advance  their  intereft,  or  contribute  to  their  advan- 
tage.    The  delay,  whenever  it  occurred,  was  in  favour  of  the 
officers ;    and  here  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  when  delay 
was  mentioned,  it  was  not  a  delay  of  all  payment ;  fubfiftence 
was  always  iflued ;    it  was  only  part  of  the  pay  that  was  kept 
back.     But  when  this  delay  was  talked  of — he  really  did  not 
know  whether  he  fliould  enter  minutely  into  the  caufe  of  iti 
the  fubje£t  having  fo  frequently  been  before  the  Houfe — he  duj 
not  know  whether  he  fliould  again  enumerate  the  inftances. 
Jiere  he  proceeded  to  {hew  that  fevexal  accounts  of  regiments 
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were  not  brought  in  for  five  and  fix  years  together,  during 
which  time  it  was  impoflible  to  pay  arrears,  or  to  know  what 
they  were,  or  whether  there  were  any ;  the  refult  of  which  was 
that  there  was  no  fault  imputable  to  the  War  Office. 
.  As  to  the  obfervations  made  on  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar, 
he  admitted,  that  in  fact  fuch  a  memorial  had  been  made,  but 
the  moment  it  was  prefented  the  arrears  were  iflued.  In  (hort 
in  this,  as  in  every  other  cafe,  there  had  been  no  delay  in  the 
War  Office,  nor  had  there  ever  originated  any  difficulty  there. 
But  in  truth  the  whole  cafe  refted  with  the  officers  ;  if  they  were 
to  exert  themfelves  to  bring  forward  their  accounts,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty ;  the  War  Office  wanted  neither  power 
nor  difpofition  to  avoid  delay,  or  to  remove  all  impediment ; 
if  they  brought  forward  their  accounts  in  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  which  they  knew  they  might,  and  could  do,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty,  or  the  lead  caufe  for  complaint,  At 
prefent  he  knew  of  no  difficulty,  he  knew  of  no  impediment, 
he  knew  of  no  caufe  {here  could  be  for  complaint.  The  whole, 
therefore,  depended  upon  the  officers,  and  if  they  felt  any  in- 
convenience, they  had  the  remedy  in  their  own  hands.  He 
faw,  therefore,  no  reafon  whatever  for  this  Committee,  and 
(hould  on  that  ground  oppofe  the  motion. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  (hortly  dated,  that  from  what  knowledge 
he  had  acquired,  during  the  time  of  his  continuance  in|he  War 
Office,  he  believed  the  office  had  a  compulfive  power  over  the 
agents  of  the  refpective  regiments,  and  could  coerce  the  deli- 
vering in  of  their  accounts  at  a  proper  time  ;  if  the  fact  were  fo, 
fome  blame  might  be  imputable  to  the  War  Office  for  not  hav- 
ing done  their  duty,  and  obliged  the  agents  of  thofe  regiments, 
referred  to  by  the  rigtyt  honourable  gentleman,  to  fend  in  their 
accounts  fooner. 

Major  MAITLAND  began  with  declaring  that  he  agreed 
perfectly  with  his  honourable  friend  who  had  moved  the  quef- 
tiod,  that  the  fubjeft  of  n\was  a  point  in  which  party  prejudice 
coijld  have  no  influence.-  It  .was  a  difcuffion  in  which  all  fides 
of  the  fjoufe  muft  concur  in  wifhes~t0  do  what<6uld  beft  ac* 
commqdate  thq  officers  of  the  anny .  With  regard  to  any  blame 
imputable  to  the  War  Office,  the  Major  difclaimed  any  fuch 
idea  ;  he  was  perfuaded  none  exifted,  and  therefoie  he  IhouhJ 
proceed  to  the  other  parts  of  the  fubje&.     He  took  notice  qf 
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the  late  meafure  of  increafing  the  pay  of  the  private  men,  a 
meafure  in  which  he  in  common  with  the  reft  of  the  Hpufe 
mod  cordially  concurred,  >  as  well  as  the  principle  on  which  it 
was  done,  but  he  could  not,  he  faid,  agree  that  it  was  right  to 
do  it  without  fome  previous  intimation  to  that  Houfe,  becaufe 
it  looked  like  holding  out  to  the  foldiers,  that  they  were  lo  look 
up  for  comfort  and  confideration  to  one  branch  of  the  Legifla- 
ture  only,  without  the  neceffary  concurrence  of  the  other  two. 
He  remarked  likewife,  that  when  the  increafe  of  the  pay  of  the 
pjivates  was  under  confideration,  the  increafe  of  the  pay  of  of- 
ficers might  as  well  have  been  thought  of,  but  he  would  fay  no 
.more  on  that  matter  then.  He  entered  into  the  queftion  rela- 
tive to  the  appointment  of  the  regimental  paymafter,  and  whe- 
ther it  lay  with  the  Captain  or  the  Colonel,  and  dated  how  that 
matter  flood,  inferring  from  his  argument  on  that  point,  that 
the  whole  abufe  the  Captains  could  be  guilty  of,  was  to  em* 
bezzlepart  of  the  poor  pittance  with  which  he  was  entrufted  for 
.the  daily  pay  of  the  foldiers.  He  reafoned  at  fome  length  on 
the  improbability  of  a  Captain's  flopping  the  men's  due,  and 
Shewed  that  fuch  condu&  might  be  punifhed  with  ignominy. 
He  contended  that  the  arrears  of  the  fubaltern  and  other  offi- 
cers ought  not  to  be  withheld,  obferving  that  their  pay  wasbu* 
a  poor  pittance,  God  knew.,  and  when  they  had  it,  they  could 
fcarcely  live  upon  it.  The  officers  and  every  individual  in  the 
army  were  particularly  entitled  to  the  confideration  of  that 
Jfoufe,  and  that  while  they  were  attending  to  their  comforts, 
they  ought  not  to  lofe  fight  of  their  claims  ;  when  attending  to 
their  regulation,  not  to  forget  their  rights*  He  ended  with  re- 
peating what  he  had  fet  out  with,  viz.  that  he  imputed  no 
blame  whatever  to  offipe,  but  that  he  thought  the  propofed  ia- 
quiry  proper,  "and  therefore  he  fliQuld  vote  for  the  motion  for  a 
Committee. 

Mr.  STEELE  faid,  he  mould  make  no  reply  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  honourable  Major  relative  to  the  increafed  pay 
of  the  privates,  or  to  his  opinion  as  to  the  increafe  that  ought 
to  have  been  made  at  the  fame  time  to  the  officers,  becaufe  he 
djd  not  conceive  either  of  thofe  matters  came  properly  within 
the  extent  of  the  queflipn  then  tfefore  them.  The  queftion 
was,  whether  the  law  in  exiftence  did  meet  the  cafe  of  the  clear- 
ing the  accounts  of  the  refpe&ive  regiments*  and  whether  thofe 
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exercifing  the  offices  of  Secretary  at  War,  and  Paymafter  Ge- 
neral, were  likely  to  abufc  their  truft.  He  entered  into  an  ex- 
amination  of  thefe  two  poins,  and  clearly  proved,  that  Mr. 
Burke's  bill  did  lay  down  a  precife  and  definite  line  of  praftice 
for  office,  and  that  that  line  of  pra&ice  had  been  faithfully  fol- 
lowed. He  declared,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  difficulty  was 
with  the  regiment  itfelf,  a\id  that  it  chiefly  refted  with  the  Co- 
lonel or  Commanding  Office^,  fince  he  could  compel  his  agent 
to  fend  his  accounts  $0  the  office  in  due  time.  That  there 
might  have  been  occafionally  fome  inconvenience  felt  in  parti- 
cular cafes,  he  could  eafily  fuppofe  ;  but  he  did  not  think  th« 
grievance  of  near  the  extent  ftatcd.  To  prove  this,  he  went 
into  a  detail  of  the  manner  in  which  the  accounts  of  the  feverai 
legimentshad  turned  out,  when  they  came  to  be  examined  and 
finally  made  up,  and  ftated,  that  it  frequently  happened,  that 
the  regiments  were  found  to  be  indebted  to  the  Public,  inftead 
of  the,  Public  being  indebted  to  them.  He  particularly  took 
notice  of  what  General  Burgoyne  had  ftated  refpefting  the  ar- 
,  drears  of  his  own  regiment  being  four  years  due,  accompanied 
with  a  hint,  that  his  political  conduft  might  probably  have  been 
in  fome  degree  the  caufe  of  it.  Sure  he  was  fomething  like  a 
hint  of  that  fort  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  General ;  but 
he  would  proceed  to  the  ftate  of  the  arrears  of  the  honourable 
General's  regiment :  the  accounts  of  the  firft  were  cleared  fome 
time  fince,  and  governing  the  clearance  by  the  delivery  of  the 
accounts  to  office,  the  latter  had  cleared  them  ftridly  within 
the  time  prefcribed  by  the  aft  of  Parliament ;  the  refult  was, 
that -on  finifliing  the  accounts,  it  appeared  that  the  4th  regi- 
ment, that  commanded  by  the  honourable  General,  flood  in- 
debted to  the  Public  for  the  year  1788,  in  the  fum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty- two  pounds.  The  accounts  for  the  fecond  of 
the  four  years,  viz.  1789,  were  on  the  point  of  being  Cleared 
when  the  honourable  General  had  firft  ^mentioned  them ;  4hey 
had  been  cleared  fince,  and  there  appeared  to  be  due  to  the 
fourth  regiment  on  that  year  thirty  pounds  ;  the  accounts  of 
the  fame  regiment  for  the  year  1790,  had  been  delivered  into 
office  only  in  December  la/l,  and  confequently  the  time*  for 
their  being  cleared  was  not  yet  part,  and  the  accounts  of  th« 
4th  regiment  fpr  1 791  of  courfe  was  not  yet  in  office.  He  de- 
clared he  thought  it  neceffary  to  fay  thus  much  with  a  view'  to 
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convince  the  Hoitfe,  that  there  was  no  folid  ground  fdr  any  al- 
teration of  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  and  therefore  he  hoped  the  Houfe 
would  not  proceed  to  any  fuch  meafure,  without  better  convic- 
tion that  they  might  alter  the  bill  without  impeding  its  opera- 
tion or  injuring  its  effedh 

Colonel  PHI PPS   began  with  declaring,  that  he  felt  him- 
felf  perfectly  at  eafe  to  fpeak  upon  the  fubjecl,  fince  it  had  been 
agreed,  that  it  was  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  party  queftion,  but 
a  fubjeft  of  fair  and  free  difcuffion,  without  regard  to  any  one 
fide  of  the  Houfe  more  than  the  other.     He  had  been  an  utter 
ftranger  to  the  argument  of  the  honourable  General  over  the 
way,  on  a  former  occafion,   when  he  had  firft  introduced  the 
fubjeft,  till  he  heard  his  fpeech,  and  confequently,  a,  ftranger 
to  What  fort  of  reply  his  right  honourable  friend,  the  Secretary 
at  War  would  make  to  it,  till  he  heard  that  likewife.    He  had 
fince  turned  the  matter  in  his  mind  a  good  deal,  and  had  con- 
verfed  much  with  other  profeflional  gentlemen  fince  refpe&ing 
it,    and  therefore  he  rofe  to  ftate  his  opinion.     He  could  not 
agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  held  that  Cap- 
tains were  not  public  accomptants.     Captains,  Field  Officers, 
Colonels,  &c.  were  all  public  accomptants,  but  indifferent  de- 
grees ;  and  that  was  the  diftin&ion  his  right  honourable  friend 
below  him  [Mr.  Steele]  had  miffed.    The  Captain  was,  he 
faid,  a  public  accountant  in  fome  degree ;  the  regimental  pay- 
.  mailer  in  a  great  degree ;  and  the  Colonel  in  the  greateft  of  all. 
What  he  objected  to,    was,  that  men  (hould  be  made  public 
accountants,  who  had  no  fuch  truft,   and  that  any  fliould  be 
made  accountable  farther  than  their  agency  went,     He  hoped, 
that  one  day  or  other  fome  applicable  means  would  be  found  to 
meet  the  exadt  degree  in  which  particular  officers  of  a  regiment 
ought  to  be  held  public  accountants.    Another  confideration 
that  had  efcaped  his  right  honourable  friend  was,   that  there 
was  an  effential  difference  between  the  amount  of  the  money  if- 
fued  for  a  regiment,    and  that  in  the  hands  of  the  officers. — 
When  his  right  honourable  friend  fiad  argued,  that  on  clearing 
the  accounts  of  a  regiment,   there  was  money  due  to  the  Pub- 
lic, it  did  not  follow  that  the  officers  of  that  regiment  had  got 
their  arrears ;    the  cafe  was    often  otherwife.     There  were 
many  crying  grievances,  under  which  the  officers  of  the  army 
laboured,  with  which  gentlemen  in  office  could  not  be  fo  well 
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acquainted,  as  thofe  who  were  of  the  profeffion  to  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  belong.  He  had  often  fee,n  thofe  grievances, 
and  known  their  effects.  Among  them,  none  were  more  fe- 
verely  felt  than  that  of  the  arrears  of  a  regiment  being  long 
withheld.  He  had  feen  honourable  and  deferving  officers, 
men  of  the  fineft  feelings  and  niceft  honour  driven  from  the 
fervice  in  confequence  of  it.  Such  men  by  an  improvident  ex- 
pectation of  their  arrears  being  paid  by  a  particular  period,  had 
contracted  debts,  which  in  confequence  of  their  arrears  not 
having  been  paid,  they  could  not  difcharge  when  they  became 
payable.  Thofe  officers  had  quitted  all  their  purfuits  of  life, 
and  abandoned  a  profeffion  they  preferred  ta  all  others,  for  the 
redemption  of  that  honour*  He  was  heartily  glad  that  the 
difcuflion  had  taken  place  ;  he  was  perfuaded  much  good  would 
refult  from  it ;  and  if  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  were  appointed, 
thus  much  more  at  lead  would  arife,  that  officers"  would  be 
fatisfied  that  the  Houfe  had  takan  up  their  caufe,  that  a  due 
inquiry  had  been  made,  and  that  every  practicable  remedy,  and 
every  redrefs  that  the  good  of  the  fervice  would  admit,  would 
bcbgiveri  them* 

Sir  J.  ERSKINE  SINCLAIR  feid,  the  rfoufe,  ahdthd 
army  in  general,  owed  gratitude  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  fpoke  laft,  for  the  manly  and  foldier-like  manner  in  which 
he  had  exprefled  his  regret  that  fuch  grievances  did  exift  to  the 
difcouragement  and  difadvantage  of  many  honourable  men* 
He  faid,  Captains  were  not  in  any  (hape  public  accountants  ; 
and  if  they  were,  let  them  be  tried  in  the  fame  way  that  other 
public  accountants  were,  by  the  application  or  mifapplication 
of  the  fumsentrufted  to  their  diftribut ion.  But  why  are  their 
arrears  to  be  kept  back,  to  anfwer  purpofes  created  by  others, 
and  in  which  they  have  no  hand  whatever  ;  in  fhort,  thofe  who 
wiflied  to  place  Captains  in  the  fame  light  as  agents,  by  a 
ftrange  fiction  in  reafoning,  gave  them  all  the  difadvantages  of 
publick  accountants,  without  any  of  their  benefits. "  He  faid, 
that  the  iffuing  of  money  from  Government  to  the  agents  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  payment  to  every  officer  of  what  was  due 
to  hyn — nor  had  a  Captain  any  right  to  draw  upon  an  agent, 
merely  becaufe  Government  had  iflued  a  fum  of  money  to  that 
agent.  It  was  allowed  on  all  hands  that  Mr.  Burke's  aft  was 
a  good  one  \   the  complaint  was  with  regard  to  the  execution 
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of  that  actl  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  ha<l 
faid,  that  thofe  who  ftated  the  grievance  ought  to  propbfe  a  re- 
in dy  ;  now,  as  a  grievance  was  admitted  toexift,  he  thought 
the  bed  way  of  getting  a  remedy  was  to  call  for  a  Committee 
of  Inquiry,  which  certainly  would  be  much  better  able  to  fug- 
geft  a  proper  remedy  than  any  individual,  or  even  two  or  three 
could  be.  It  had  been  faid,  that  officers  had  a  power  to  com- 
pel the  agents  to  deliver  in  the  accounts  to  the  War  Office, 
agreeable  to  the  time  fpecified  in  the  aft  ;  but  he  would  afk  if 
officers,  ferving  abroad,  had  this  power,  or  how  they  could 
avail  themfelves  t>f  it.  He  faid,  the  Secretary  at  War  had  al-  , 
lowed,  that  no  arrears  were  paid  fince  the  year  1789,  and  he 
thought  the  juftice,  as  well  as  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe,  was 
called  upon  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  arrears  due  to  offi- 
cers. With  regard  to  the  circular  letter  written  in  1785,  which 
ftated,  that  officers  applying  perfonally  to  the  War  Office, 
would  receive  their  arrears,  that  very  letter  mentioned,  that  it 
meant  all  officers  in  regiments  about  to  be  reduced ;  now  this 
was  proper  enough  ;  at  the  fame  time  it  was  not  poffible,  that 
officers  in  regiments,  not  to  be  reduced,  could  underftand  that 
they  had  the  fame  right  with  thofe  to  whom  the  letter  was  ad- 
drefled  ;  and  this  he  believed  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  the1 
army.  He  concluded  by  vindicating  General  Burgoyne  from, 
the  infinuafion  that  had  been  thrown  out,  of  his  having  faid  on 
^  a  former  day,  that  his  political  line  of  conduft  had  prevented 
his  regiment  from  receiving  their  arrears,  a  fentiment  which 
he  knew  the  Honourable  gentleman  never  could  have  entertained 
for  a  moment. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  it  was  impoffible  that  there 
could  be  any  other  wilh  in  that  Houfe  than  that  every  officer 
in  the  fervice  fhould  be  paid  every  farthing  that  was  due  to 
him.  He  was  glad,  however,  that  the  difcuffion  of  this  quef- 
tion  had  given  an  opportunity  of  explaining  what  was,  not  the 
general  opinion,  in  confequence  of  the  firft  opening  of  the  bu- 
finefs,  viz.  that  there  was  no  blame  to  be  laid  to  the  War  Of- 
fice, or  the  Pay  Office,  on  account  of  the  delay  in  paying  ar- 
rears. A  grievance  feemed  to  be  generally  allowed,  and  a  re- 
medy ought  to  be  found  out ;  but  he  faw  no  neceffity  for  alter- 
ing Mr.  Burke's  a<S,  nor  did  he  think  that  the  Committee 
moved  for  was  the  moft  expeditious  or  efficacious  way  of  pro* 
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curing  the  remedy,  their  inquiry  would  take  up  much  time,  be- 
caufe  they  mud  go  through  the  whole  machinery  of  the  War 
Office,  Pay  Office,  and  agents'  accounts ;  he  thought,  there- 
fore, the  matter  ought  to  be  fubmitted  to  official  men,  who 
would,  he  was  certain,  be  ready  to  confult  and  take  the  advice 
of  the  honourable  General,  and  other  gentlemen  converfar.t  with 
thefubjecT:,  after  which,  he  had  no  doubt  but  a  fuitable  remedy 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  the  queftion  had  been  treated  very  dif- 
ferently by  the  different  gentlemen  who  had  Tpoken  up jn  it. 
It  was  faid  that  there  was  no  need  to  go  into  a  Committee  of1 
Inquiry,  becaufe  it  was  allowed  that  no  blame  lay  againft  any 
of  the  public  officers  ;  but  what  was  there  to  prove  this  ?  No- 
thing but  mere  affertion  ;  and  when  a  ferious  grievance  was  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands,  and  when  that  admiffion  was  only  anfwer- 
e'd  by  bare  affertions,  and  nothing  ftated  either  to  be  the  real 
caufe  of,  or  remedy  for,  that  grievance,  he  thought  a  Committee 
of  Inquiry  was  abfolutely  neceffary.  It  had  been  contended, 
that  no  alteration  of  the  aft  was  neceffary,  and  at  the  fame  time 
it  had  been  allowed,  that  a  grievance  exifted  for  which  the  ac\ 
provided  no  remedy ;  this  he  certainly  thought  was  a  defect : 
he  did  not  mean  to  fpeak  againft  Mr.  Burke's  acl,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  "that  amongft  the  many 
great  and  brilliant  works  of  that  elegant  Author,  he  thought 
there  was  none  that  did  him  more  credit,  in  every  refpect,  than 
that  aft.  He  faid,  the  object  of  the  prefent  inquiry  was  cer* 
tainlynot  to  lay  any  imputation  of  mifconduft  againft  thofe  in  . 
office,  but  to  find  out  the  caufe  of  an  exifting  grievance,  and 
to  apply  a  fuitab'e  remedy.  And  he  mod  here  obierve,  that  in 
ail  great  national  reforms  a  Committee  of  that  Houfe  was  far 
better  than  leaving  the  bufinefs  entirely  to  thofe  in  office  at  the 
time.  In  this,  as  well  as  in  other  cafes,  it  might  not  always  be^ 
the  mod  expeditious  way  of  getting  at  the  remedy,  bu{  it  cer- 
tainly would  be  mod  efficacious.  He  wHhed,  therefore,  that 
the  propofed  Committee  might  be  agreed  to,  and  that  it  mould 
confift  not  merely,  of  official  men,  but  of  thofe  men,  whatever 
fide  of  the.Houfe  they  fat  upon,  who  were  beft  able  to  affift  in 
the  difcuflion  of  the  fubjeft  on  which  an  opinion  was  required. 
As  to  the  different  turn  which  the  debate  had  taken  fince  the 
firft  day  it  was  mentioned,   when  the  arrears  of  fubaltern* 
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we^e  only  fuppofed  to  be  the  objeft,  and  now  Captains  and 
Field  Officers  were  introduced,  every  one  feemed  to  be  pleafed 
that  the  fubjeft  was  now  argued  fo  fully.  For  his  part,  it  was 
always  his  opinion  that  much  public  good  arifes  at  all  times 
from  the  difcuflions  and  converfations  in  Parliament  upon 
great  and  important  conftitutional  queftions. 

Mr.  MONTAGU  oppofed  the  motion,  upon  an  idea,  that 
there  being*  a  neceffity  for  going  into  a  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
might  Ipread  a  general  alarm  over  the  country ;  and  an  opi- 
nion that  there  was  fomething  extremely  wrong  in  the  prefent 
official  fyftem  with  regard  to  the  army.  ^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  queftion  now  lay  in  a  very, 
narrow  compafs,  and  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  it  was  brought 
by  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  for  purpofes  of  hoftility  ;  but, 
certainly,  the  difcuffion  of  that  day  had  taken  a  different  ground 
from  what  it  affirmed  on  the  opening  of  the  bufinefs ;  fcn  impref- 
fion  certainly  had  been  left  on  the  minds  of  the  Houfe,  that  the 
War  Office  was  to  %ime  for  the  delay  in  paying  the  arrears  7 
that  that  was  not  the  cafe,  was  now  generally  admitted }  but 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  we  have  no  proof 
that  the  War  Office  is  not  to  blame,  and  therefore  he  calls  for 
a  Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  he  fays,  there  are  only  mere  af- 
fertions  in  anfwer  to  grievances  agreed  to  on  all  fides.  Now 
when  thefe  grievances  are  allegations  on  one  fide,'  and  anfwered 
not  merely  by  aflertions  on  the  other,  but  authentic  documents, 
which  he  contended  the  papers  on  the  table  moved  for  by  the 
Secretary  at  War  were,  he  could  fee  no  occafion  for  the  pro- 
pofed  Committee,  nor  could  he  poffibly  fee  that  a  Committee 
of  Inquiry  was  the  bed  way  to  procure  a  remedy.  If,  there- 
fore, allegations  were  to  be  made,  and  aflTertions  fupported  by 
authentic  documents  were  not  to  be  reckoned  fufficient  arifwers 
to  thofe  allegations,  there  would  be  no  end  to  calls  for  Com-, 
mittees  of  Inquiry  upon  fubjefts  even  of  the  molt  trifling  na- 
ture. He  defended  Mr.  Burke's  aft,  and  thought  it  came  as 
near  perfection  as  any  aft  could  have  done  for  its  purpofes. 
Though  regiments  at  home  could  only  be  afFefted  by  the  regu- 
lations fpecified  in  the  aft,  he  knew  no  difficulties  arifingfrom 
it  to  the  regiments  abroad.  With  regard  to  the  rights  of  offi- 
cers to  compel  the  delivery  of  accounts,  he  faid,  the  fhprteft . 
way  to  obtain  all  their  rights  was  to  abide  by  the  eftablilhed  le- 
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gal  regulations.  He  contended  that  it  was  better  that  the  ac- 
counts fhould  be  fettled  before  the  arrears  were  paid.  The  dif- 
cuflion,  he  thought,  had  been  a  very  proper  one,  and  he  truft- 
cd,  means  would  be  found  for  applying  a  remedy  to  the  grievance 
complained  of. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  a  few  words  in  explanation,  as  did  Mr. 
Pitt.  '  , 

General  BNRGOYNE  rofe  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  par- 
ticularly cleared  himfelf  from  the  imputation  thrown  out  by 
Mr.  Steele,  viz.  that  he  had  ever  hinted  that  the  arrears  of 
his  regiment  had  been  withheld  for  four  years  on  account  of 
the  political  line  of  conduct  he  had  of  late  years  purfued.  He 
(aid  he  adopted  that  line  of  conduct  upon  principle,  and  upoft 
principle  he  was  likely  to  continue  it ;  but  that  he  had  never 
for  a  moment  entertained  an  idea,  that  any  Adminiftration 
would  revenge  the  political  conduct  of  one  man  on  the  officers 
of  a  whole  regiment.  He  declared  that  he  had  never  once 
dreamt  of  fuch  a  matter,  and  if  he  could  have  ever  been  brought 
to  think  fo,  he  would  that  inftant  have  g#he  and  laid  his  regi-* 
ment  at  the  feet  of  the  King ;  becaufe  if  fuch  a  mcafure  could 
have  entered  into  the  heads  of  any  fet  of  men,  he  would  not 
have  held  his  regiment  another  moment  on  the  condition  of  his 
being  the  caufe  of  the  inconveniencies  of  other  men,  men  who 
had  diftinguiflied  themfelves  meritoriouflyon  every  occafion. 

Mr.  STEELE,  in  explanation,  faid,  he  had  never  meant 
to  impute  to  the  honourable  General  a  meaning  that  he  had 
not  appeared  defirous  to  fuggeft,  but  the  honourable  General 
had,  as  far  as  his  recollection  ferved,  wRen  he  mentioned  the 
cafe  of  the  arrears  of  his  own  regiment  remaining  unpaid,  ac- 
companied it  with  faying,  "  that  he  was  unwilling  to  impute 
f?  the  circumftance  to  any  confideration  withrefpecl:  to  the  line 
*f  of  political  conduct  that  he  had  purfued/'  or  words  to  that 
effect,  for  Mr.  Steele  declared  he  was  far  from  intending  to 
quote  the  honourable  General's  words. 

General  BURGOYNE  protefted,  on  his  folemn  word  of 
honour,  that  he  did  not  mean  any  thing  like  the  conftruftion 
that  had  been  given  to  his  words. 

*  Mr.  STEELE  repeated,  that  fomething  to  the  ejFeft  that 
he  had  mentioned,  the  honourable  General,  whom  he  wiihcd 
ahvays  to  treat  with  refpedt,  had  certainly  faid. 
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Sir  GEORGE  HOWARD  profefled  his  fincere  oonviaion 
that  no  blame  was  imputable  to  the  War  Office,  and  declared, 
that  he  had  the  pleafure  of  having  feveral  converfations  with  his 
right  honourable  friend  on  the  fubject,  but  that  he  had  been  a 
good  deal  furprifed  at  hearing,  in  the  courfe  of  that  day's  dc«» 
bate,  that  regimental  accounts  were  cleared  without  delay  at 
the  Office, .  and  that  every  opportunity  for  explanation  on  the 
fubjeft  of  difillowances  made  officially  from  the  regimental 
accounts  was  conftantly  afforded.  Sir  George  faid,  that  decla- 
ration exprefsly  contradicted  information  which  he  had  received 
in  writing,  and  which  was  contained  in  a  letter  he  had  then  in 
his  pocket,  wherein  it  was  ftated,  that  regimental  accounts 
had  laid  two  and  three  years  in  the  Office  unopened  ;  that  when 
they  had  patted  the  official  inveftigation,  difallowances  to  a 
large  amount  had  been  made,  and  upon  the  agent's  remon- 
ftrance,  and  defire  to  be  permitted  to  know  to  what  charges 
the  objection  was  made,  and  to  explain  them,  the  anfwer  was, 
"  You  can  be  informed  nothing  about  it ;  the  Office  has  don© 
i(  it,  the  money  is  gone,  and  the  warrant  for  the  iffiie  of  the 
*v  balance  is  fent  down  to  the  Pay  Office."  Sir  George  faid 
he  mould  vote  for  the  Committee. 

Colonel  FITZPATRICK  contended  that  the  whole  of  the 
queftion  had  been  put  upon  new  grounds,  by  what  the  Houfe 
had  juft  heard  from  the  honourable  General  over  the  way,  as 
what  he  had  faid  amounted  to  a  direct  charge  upon  the  War 
Office.  It  was  therefore,  the  Colonel  faid,  more  neceflary 
than  ever  that  the  whole  mould  go  to  a  Committee  for  inquiry. 
From  the  beginning  of  the  difcuffion,  the  Colonel  declared, 
he  was  perfuaded  no  blame  was  imputable  to  the  War  Office, 
and  it  was  generally  admitted  that  there  was  not  ;  but  each> 
gentleman  who  fpoke  in  the  debate,  had  admitted  alfo,  that 
officers  in  the  army  had  much  to  complain  of,  and  each  im- 
puted it  to  a  different  caufe ;  the  different  reafons,  therefore, 
that  had  been  given,  were,  in  his  mind,  fo  many  different  ar- 
guments for  going  into  a  Committee  to  inquire.  What  the 
laft  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  di- 
rect challenge  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  which  he  ought,  for 
the  honour  of  the  War  Office,  to  accept. 

Sir  GEORGE  HOWARD  faid,  he  had  given  no  challenge 
to  the  War  Office  ;  that  he  had  merely  dated  that  what  he  had 
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heard  had  contradi&ed  information  in  writing,  which  he  had 
received,  but  on  the  authenticity  of  which  he  did  not  place  any 
great  reliance.  • 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  declared,  he  felt  what  had 
fallen  from  his  honourable  relation  in  a  different  light ;  that  it 
was  no  challenge,  and  he  had  heard  nothing  to  induce  him  to 
give  his  confent  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  COURTENAY,  in  a  very  few  words,  urged  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  going  into  a  Committee,  and  concluded,  that  it  was 
utterly  impoflible  for  a  Secretary  at  War,  on  a  Britifli  eftab- 
li/hment,  to  understand  the  circular  letters  of  1785,  which  ex- 
prefsly  referred  to  the  officers  of  regiments  then  about  to  be 
reduced,  to  refer  to  the  fubalterns  of  all  the  regiments  at  the 
fame  time  in  the  fervice. 

The  Houfe  at  length  called  for  the  queftion,  and  divided  ; 
Ayes,  33  ;    Noes,  74. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuefday>  iyh  March* 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  be- 
u  fore  this  Houfe,  An  account  of  the  annual  revenues  of  the 
"  Eaft-India  Company  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
u  OriiTa,  and  from  Benares  and  Oude,  under  the  heads  of 
"  Mint  and  Coinage  Duties,  Poft-Office  Colle&ions,  Benares 
"  Revenue,  Oude  Subfidy,  Land  Revenues,  Cuftoms,  and  the 
"  receipts  from  the  fales  of  fait  and  opium  for  three  years,  ac- 
"  cording  to  the  latefl  advices ;  together  with  the  lateft  efti- 
"  mate."  Mr.  Dundas  afterwards  moved  twenty-nine  other 
accounts  of  revenues  and  other  charges  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, the  fame  as  the  laft  feffion. 

Mr.  FOX  obferved,  that  in  two  years  the  charter  of  the  In- 
dia' Company  would  expire.  He  wiftied  to  know  whether  it 
was^  the  -intention  of  Miniflers  to  move  any  thing  upon  that  fub- 
jeft  that  might  lead  to  an  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  India,  previ- 
ous to  the  di  feu  (Hon  of  the  charter. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,  that  nothing  in  that  particular  was  in 
contemplation — perhaps  fomething  might  occur  that  fliould 
render  fuch  a  motion  neceflary. 
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Mr.  FOX  faid,  'that  previous  to  the  bringing  in  a  bill  upoti 
this  fubjeft,  he  fhould  move  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry.  He 
did  not  now  know  when  he  fhould  do  fo,  but  he  only  wifhed 
Minifters  to  be  apprifed  it  was  his  intention. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  rofe,  he  faid,  to  execute  a  taflc  which 
he  had  undertaken ;  the  taflc  of  a  public  accufer  of  a  public 
man.  It  was  neceflary  for  him  to  flate,  that  in  confequence  of 
rumours  circulated  out  of  doors,  he  had  made  certain  inqui- 
ries, the  refult  of  which  he  fhould  now  fubmit  to  the  Houfe* 
He  had  undertaken  this  charge  purely  from  the  fenfe  he  had  of 
his  public  duty  as  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  to- 
tally unconne&ed  with  any  animofity  againft  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  was  the  objed  of  this  accufation.  It  was  tt» 
his  public  duty  that  he  wifhed  to  dedicate  himfelf-,  and  if  the 
.  honourable  gentleman  who  was  the  objeft  to  whofe  conduft  he 
wifhed  to  direS  any  inquiry,  fhould  be  able  to  explain  himfelf 
to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  Houfe,  he  fhould  be  glad  of  it.  This 
he  faid,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  vindicating  himfelf  againft 
any  afperfion  on  his  chara&er,  for  the  impropriety  of  his  mo- 
tives. The  honourable  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  had  faid  on 
a  forme;r  day,  that  he  was  confeious  of  his  innocence,  and 
heartily  courted  an  inquiry,  and  wifhed  for  the  hour  for  his  vin- 
dication. That  hour  was  come,  and  he  hoped  that  honourable 
gentleman  would  not  again  fay,  he  fufpe&ed  him  of  an  inten- 
tion to  fhrink  from  the  charge  which  he  had  thought  fit  to  make* 
The  rumour  to  which  he  alluded,  originated  in  confequence  of 
a  trial  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  which  the  honourable 
'Se^etary  was  defendant,  at  the  fuit  of  a  Mr.  Smith,  for  bu- 
finfcfs  done,  in  behalf  of  Lord'  Hood,  at  an  ele&ion  for  Weft- 
"rninfter.  The  lubftance  of  the  evidence  in  that  trial,  went  to 
charge  Mr.  Rofe  with  having  interfered  in  that  ele&ion  in  an 
unwarrantable  manner,  and  on  which  he  founded  his  inten- 
tions of  moving  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  upon  the  fubje&. 
It  appeared  in  the  evidence  given  on  that  trial,  that  Mr.  Smith 
had  fome  time  before  been  convi&ed  in  a  penalty  of  50I.  for  an 
offence  againft  the  Excife  laws  ;  and  that  afterwards,  in  con- 
fequence of  fervices  performed  by  Mr.  Smith,  at  the  requeft  of 
Mr.  Rofe,  in  the  courfe  of  that  eledion*  part  of  the  fine  was 
remitted  to  him.  That  in  the  courfe  of  this  tranfa&ion  Mr, 
Smith  had  been  introduced  to  Mr.  Rofe,  through  the  good  of- 
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fices  of  an  honourable  Member  of  that  Houfe.   [u  Name  him, 
u  name  him,"  was  generally  exclaimed.]  This  Mr.  Thomp* 
Ion  declined,    but  proceeded  to  ftate  the  various  circumftances 
of  the  converfation  between  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Rofe,    by 
Which  it  would  appear  that  Mr.  Rofe  had  actually  been  the 
means  of  procuring  a  remiffion  of  part  of  this  excifc  fine*  for 
his  fervices  in  the  election, .  in  behalf  of  the  Court  candidate, 
Lord  Hood.     This  would  appear  from  the  inquiry,    beyond 
the  poffibility  of  a  doubt.     Having  ftated  this,  and  alfo  many 
points,   on  which  the  inference  appeared  to  him   to  be  clear, 
that  this  was  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Rofe  ;  and  having  alluded  to 
the  publication  of  the  trial  of  an  aftion  brought  up  by  Mr* 
Smith  againft  Mr.  Rofe,  and  the  points  there  proved  to  the  fa- 
tisfa&ion  of  a  jury,    who  gave  Mr.   Smith  a  verdidl  for  the 
amount  of  his  bill ;  and  that  it  appeared  by  that  trial  what  part 
Mr.  Rofe  had  afted  on  that  occafion,    he  came  to  the  conclu- 
fions  to  be  drawn  from  this  ;  and  here  he  wiihed  the  Houfe  to 
refleft  on  the  confequence  of  a  Secretary  to  the  Treafury  em- 
ploying the  money  of  the  Public  for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting 
the  ele&ion  of  a  Member  of  that  Houfe.     He  wiflied  them  to 
refleS  on  the  probable  confequences  of  fuffering  the  public  to 
underftand  that  their  money  was  wafted  for  the  corrupt  purpofe 
of  procuring  feats  in  that  Houfe  for  the  friends  of  the  Minitter. 
He  wifhed  them  to  reHeft  on  the  public  contempt,  if  not  the 
indignation  they  might,  by  fuffering  fuch  proceedings  to  pafs 
unnoticed,    bring  upon  the  whole  Houfe.     They  mould  re- 
member, that  it  was  on  the  opinion  the  Public  entertained  of 
the  Houfe,  it  could  be  fairly  faid  its  character  refted,  and  that 
it  was  from  the  people  it  derived  the  whole  of  its  power  and  au- 
thority.    What  care  then,  if  they  wifhed  to  maintain  this  cha- 
racter, or  preferve  this  power,  mould  they  not  take  to  imprefs 
{he  people  with  a  well-founded  belief,  that  they  would  never 
connive  at  bribery  and  corruption.     That  the  people  are  not 
taxed  to  fupport.the  corrupt  elections,  but  to  fupport  the  ftate. 
To  fucceed  in  fuch  a  pra&ice,  as  had  been  imputed  to  the  ho- 
nourable Secretary,   or  rather  to  efcape  an  inquiry,  would  ei- 
ther lay  the  foundation  of  difturbances,  and  finally  the  down- 
fall of  our  ftate,    or  totally  extinguifh  the  very  principle  and 
offence  of  liberty  in  this  country.     He  had  made  this  accufa- 
^       tlon.    He  was  ready  to  fupport  it  by  proof.    The  honourable 
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jgentlcmanhad  afTerted  his  innocence.  Let  the  Houfe  grant  the 
inquiry,  'and  the  fubje£t  would  be  properly  adjufted.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  innocent,  he  ought  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  making  his  innocence  public.     If  he  was  guilty, 

'  he  (hould  not  be  fuffered  to  efcape.  (i  I  have,"  faid  Mr.Thomp- 
fon,  V  put  George  Rofe,  Efq.  fairly  upon  his  trial,  and  God 
"  fend  him  a  good  deliverance."  He  concluded  with  moving, 
"  That  this  Houfe  will,  upon  Friday  morning  next,  refolvc 
"  itfelfinto  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  inquire 
"  into  all  abufes  committed  by  perfons  in  office  at  the  eledtion 
**  bf  a  Member  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  city  of  Wcft- 
"  miniter  in  July  1788,  as  far  as  the  fame  relative  to  penalties 
"  incurred  under  the  excife  laws,  or  lottery  a<ft." 

Mr.  LAMBTON  rofe,  the  Houfe  being  rather  clamorous. 
He  obferved  that  clamour  and  confufion  mould  not  deter  him 
from  purfuing  his  duty.  He  firft  of  all  begged  leave'  to  fay, 
that  what  he  had  already  heard,  would  have  been  fufficient  for 
him  to  fupport  the  motion  ;  but  if  that  were  not  enough,  fye 
had  a  charge  of  a  much  more  flagrant  nature  againft  thofe  who 
have  the  conduct  of  public  affairs — It  was  more  criminal  in 
point  of  f:ze  than  that  which  had  been  firft  exhibited.  Like 
his  honourable  friend  he  had  no  motive  for  the  part  he  was 
about  to  take,  but  a  fenfe  of  duty  to  his  conftituents,  and  in 
the  very  onfet  of  jhe  bufinefs  he  begged  leav,e  to  allure  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  that  he  difclaimed  all 
party  fpleen,  and  had  no  private  pique  whatever  on  his  mind 
againft  him  or  any  man,  however  thty  might  differ  in  opinion 
upon  political  fubje&s.  In  the  year  1788,  one  Hofkinsbeirig 
at  that  time  in  prifon,  at  the  fuit  of  the  Solicitor  to  the  lottery 
for  700I.  in'order  to  anfwer  certain  penalties  for  offences  againft 
the  lottery  a&,  for  which  he  could  not  find  bail,  wrote  to  the 
Solicitor,  telling  him  he  could  procure  fifty  or  fixty  votes  for 
Lord  Hood  at  the  Weftminfter  election,  provided  he  coiild  be 
admitted  to  bail,  and  that  fuchbail  as  he  ihould  offer  would  not 
be  objected  to.  The  Solicitor  to  the  lottery,  in  anfwer  to  this, 
-  faid,  he  could  not  do  this  on  his  own  accord,  but  muft  have 
authority  from  a  higher  quarter.  The  man  was  afterwards  ad- 
mitted to  bail,  and  his  bail  were  a  couple  of  the  mod  miferable, 
wretched,  ihabby-looking  raggamuffins  that  ever  offered  to 
commit  perjury.  Their  appearance  (hewed,  that  fo  far  from 
Vol.XXXIL         •  K 
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being  able  to  fwear  that  they  were  worth  700I.  they  had  not  fix* 
pence  in  their  pockets,  e*clufive  of  the  pittance  that  had  been 
paid  them,  as  the  price  of  the  (pandalous  crime  they  were  hired 
to  commit.  Nay,  fo  wretched  was  their  appearance,  that  when 
they  came  to  take  the  neceflary  oaths  before  the  Judge  at  Cham* 
bers,  although  they  brought  a  note  from  the  Solicitor  to  thd 
lottery,  fignifying  his  confent  to  their  bail,  the  Judge's  clerk 
thought  it  fo  impoflible,  that  the  Solicitor  to  the  lottery  could 
mean  to  accept  two  fuch  (habby- looking  fellows  as  bail  for 
700I.  that  he  a£tually  refufed  to  fwear  them.  The  faft  how- 
ever was,  their  bail  was  taken,  and  John  Hofldns  did  a&ually 
poll  for  Lord  Hood  fixty  votes  2  from  which  time,  neither  Hof- 
kins,  nor  his  bail,  have  been  heard  of.  Mr.  Lambton  having 
ftated  this  fa£t,  obferved,  that  the  Public,  it  appeared,  had 
paid  700I.  out  of  their  pockets,  for  voting  falfcly  for  Lord 
Hood.  And  if  Minifters  could,  as  their  political  convenience 
rendered  it  neceflary,  fufpend  the  operations  of  fome  laws,  and 
remit  the  operation  of  others,  where  was  the  freedom  of  the 
country  ?  All  this  would  be  proved  if  the  Committee  of  In- 
quiry was  granted.  It  would  be  proved  too,  that  other  prac- 
tices had  been  followed,  equally  difgraceful — the  whole  form- 
ing a  mafs  of  evidence  that  would  let  the  Public  into  the  know- 
ledge of  circumftances,  of  which  at  prefent  they  had  no  idea. 
It  would  explain  to  the  country  the  principles  of  modern  con- 
fidence in  Minifters.  If  proved,  there  would,  he  hoped,  be 
an  end  of  the  virtue  of  the  confiding  majority  of  that  Houfc.  It 
would  render  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  fufpe&ed 

[The  SPEAKER  was  here  pleafed  to  call  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  order,  and  was  fupported  by  a  vepy  general  cry  of 
"  Order!  Order ! —Chair !  Chair  !"  The  Speaker  obferved, 
that  it  was  quite  diforderly  to  glance  reproachfully  ontht  con- 
duel  of  a  rnajority  of  that  Houfe.] 

Mr.  Lambton  apologized,  and  declared,  that  he  meant  to 
caft  no  refle&ion  on  the  majority,  or  their  motives,  that  had 
he  not  been  called  tj  order  prematurely,  and  before  he  had  con- 
cluded the  fentiment  he  wasutteing,  he  did  not  believe  he 
(hould  have  been  deemed  diforderly,  or  deferving  of  the  re- 
proof tha*  he  had  received,  as  he  was  going  to  add,  "  unlefs 
"  the  Houfe  granted  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  then  moved 
94  for."    Having  faid  this,  he  refumed  the  thread  of  his  argu- 
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rpent,    and  exclaimed  againft  the  effe&s  of  corruption  on  the 
cle&ors  as  well  as  the  ele&ed.     He  faid,   they  all  knew,  that 
the  Roman  Emperors,  by  bribing  and  corrupting  tbe  Senate, 
governed  Rome,  and  trampled  down  her  liberties  with  as  much 
unreftrained  licence,   as  if  there  had  exifted  no  Senate  at  all. 
That  it  was  to  the  purity  of  ele&ion  they  were  to  look  as  ta 
the  fource  of  freedom,  and  the  origin  of  all  their  deareft  rights 
and  privileges.    That  it  behoved  them  to  be  particularly  watch- 
ful in  times  like  thefe,   when  luxury  and  extravagance  opened 
an  eafy  door  to  corruption,  by  reciprocally  enervating  all  the 
vigour  of  virtue,  and  all  the  better  energies  of  the  mind.     He 
fpoke  of  the  fplendid  and  brilliant  eloquence  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer's  fpeech  op  a  late  occafion,    which  they  all 
fo  much  admired,  and  which  might  fairly  be  termed  the  Io  Paan 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  finance ;  but  he  confeffed, 
the  fatisfa&ion  that  fpeech  gave  him,    was  much  abated  in  his 
mind,    when  he  learnt  the  manner  in  which  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  meant  to  appropriate  his  furplus  \   he  thought 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  have  found  a  more  footh- 
ing  anodyne  for  the  late  armament,  than  he  had  prefented  them 
on  that  occafion  ;  and  that  he  might  have  relaxed  the  rigour  of 
his  excife  laws,    the  reafon  of  the  extenfion  of  which  odious 
fyftem  was  now  apparent,  fince  it  was  evident  that  the  excife 
was  found  to  be  an  admirable  inftrument  of  punifliment  or  re- 
ward,   of  oppreflion  or  corruption.     He  concluded  with  ob- 
ferving,  that  Mi.  Rofe  himfelf  ought  to  vote  for  the  Commit- 
tee ;   for  that  if  he  was  innocent,  as  he  faid  he  was,  it  was  a 
duty  which  he  owed  to  his  chara&er  to  fubmit  it  to  inquiry. 
If  he  was  guilty,    the  Houfe  was  criminal  in  fuffering  him  to 
efcape  from  punifliment.     He  therefore  heartily  feconded  the 
motion. 

Mr.  ROSE  began  his  defence  with  declaring,  that  he  would 
not  have  perfifted  in  endeavouring  to  be  heard  firft,  if  he  had 
not  been  fo  very  particularly  alluded  to,  that  it  became  abfolutely 
necefTary  that  he  fhoufd  make  an  immediate  reply  to  the  charges 
that  had  been  ftated.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  made 
the  motion,  he  obferved,  had  declared  that  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion he  came  forward  with  no  invention  of  his  own,  but  that 
he  was' the  mouth-piece  of  the  Public,  and  ftated  no  more  than 
the  Public  talked  of  and  believed;  it  was  not  a  very  eafy  mat- 
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ter  to  know  precifely  who  the  Public  was  ;  every  body  one  met 
was  the  Public  ; '  and  poflibly  the  honourable  gentleman  found 
the  Public  in  newfpaper  paragraphs  and  libellous  pamphlets  j 
he  would  not  go  the  length  of  faying  that  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  advanced  was  his  own  invention,  but  he  could 
not  avoid  exprefling  his  aftonifhment  at  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's credulity  in  venturing  to  bring  before  the  Houfe  in  the  fe- 
rious  and  folemn  manner    that    he  had  done,  charges,  which 
if  he  did  not  before  he  fat  down,  prove  to  the  fail  ;fac~lion  of  the 
Houfe,  not  only  that  every  part  of  them  was  not  true,  but  they 
had  not  in  them  the  fmalleft  degree  of  truth,    nor  any  fhadow 
or  trace  of  truth  whatever,    he  fhould  be  more  miftaken  than 
ever  he  had  been  in  his  life.     He  proceeded  to  ftate  the  whole 
of  the  tranfaclions  of  every  kind,  that  had  taken  place  between 
Mr.  Smith  and  himfelf,  and  the  greater  part  of  what  he  faid, 
he  fupported,  by  written  documents.     He  began  with  explain- 
ing, that  Mr.  Smith  had  kept  a  livery  liable,  and  that  he  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  hiring  horfes  of  him,  to  go  the  firft  ftage 
out  of  town,    that  he  had  not  feen  the  man  to  his  knowledge 
nor  fhould  he  have  known  him  if  he  had  met  him,  before  he 
knt  him  a  petition  enclofed  in  a  letter,  in  1789,  both  of  which 
he  would  read  to  the  Houfe.     The  petition  ftated,  that  Mr. 
Smith  having  had  an  information  lodged  againlt  him  for  brew- 
ing beer  at  home,    had  been  convifted  in  a  penalty  of  fifty 
pounds  ;    that  the  beer  was  fmall  beer  for  the  ufe  of  his  own 
family,   that  he  was  a  poor  man,    altogether  ignorant  that  it 
was  contrary  to  law  to  brew  fmall  beer  for  the  ufe  of  his  fa- 
mily, and  that  he  had  no  intention  to  commit  any  offence  what- 
ever againfl  the  laws  of  his  country*     The  petition  farther 
ftated,    that  one  third  of  the  penalty  went  to  the  poor  of  the 
parilh,  one  third  to  the  informer,    and  the  other  to  the  King. 
The  letter  dated  that  the  veftry  of  St.  Martin's  (or  St.  Marga- 
ret's) were  willing  to  give  up  their  third  of  the  penalty,  pro- 
vided he  (Mr.  Rofej  would  procure  the  remiilion  of  the  King's 
other  two  thirds.     Thus,  the  Member  of  Parliament  tl.ro^h 
whofe   medium,     according   to     the  honourable  gentleman* 
Smith  had  been  introduced  to  him,  was  no  other  than  the  vef- 
try of  St.  Martin's.     With  the  petition,    Mr.  Rofe  faid,  he 
did  exa&ly  what  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  bufinefs  he  ever  did 
whenever  petitions  were  fent  to  him,   viz.  referred  it  to  the 
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Board  to  whofc  cognizance  the  fubjeft  matter  belonged. — 
Smith's  "petition  he  enclofed  to  Mr.  Cholmondeley  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Excife  Board,  and  afterwards  upon  another  appli- 
cation, underftanding  that  Mr.  Cholmondeley  was  out  of  town, 
and  the  petition  with  him,  he  wrote  to  the  Secretary  to  beg  hira 
to  get  the  Board  to  fufpend  deciding  upon  Smith's  cafe  till  Mr, 
Cholmondeley  came  to  town,  and  on  no  other  account  than 
merely  becaufe  Mr.  Cholmondeley  had  the  petition  with  him. 
But  to  (hew  the  Houfe  of  what  little  avail  his  interference  had 
proved,  the  petition  was  rejedtcd  by  the  Board  of  Excife,  and 
Mr.  Rofe  read  the  Secretary's  anfwcr,  with  the  decifion  of  the 
Board,  in  which  the  Secretary  declared,  "  that  al'  the  allega- 
€t  tions  were  untrue ;  that  Smith  was  not  a  poor  man  ;  that 
"  the  beer  brewed  was  ftrong  ;  and  not  fmall  beer  ;  that  he 
"  well  knew  what  he  had  done  was  illegal ;  that  he  contrived 
u  to  get  the  malt  into  his  houfe  To  privately,  that  even  his 
"  brewer,  (who  was  the  perfon  that  had  informed  againft  him) 
"  did  not  know  when  or  whence  it  came,  that  he  had  long 
u  been  in  the  habit  of  brewing  and  conveying  it  into  his  own 
u  cellars  for  fale,  and  that  if  the  penalty  had  been  5  obi.  infteadf 
"  of  50I.  it  would  not  have  been  adequate  to  the  beef  he  had 
u  brewed."  Here,  therefore,  was  a  clear  proof  that  he  had 
not  influenced  the  Board  in  their  decifion.  Half  the  penal tjr 
had  adlually  been  levied,  and  the  other  half  was  to  be  paid  by 
inftallments.  This,  he  folemnly  faid,  was  the  whole  of  the 
tanfa&ion  between  Smith  and  him,  as  far  as  regarded  the  pe- 
nalty of  50I.  During  the  time  of  the  laft  general  election, 
Smith  came  to  him,  as  he  was  going  out,  and  made  a  propofi- 
tion  for  opening  his  houfe,  and  declared  in  his  entry,  that  he 
could  detect  a  great  number  of  bad  votes  that  had  been  given 
for  Lord  John  Townfliend,  when  he  anfwered,  "  Do  fo,  if 
u  you  can,  it  will  be  doing  a  right  thing,"  but  as  to  any 
propofition  on  the  fubjeel  of  the  cle&iqn,  he  mud  go  to  Lord 
Hood's  Committee.  He  did  fo,  found  trie  bad  votes  he  faid  he 
could  find,  and  at  length  applied  to  him  to  be  paid.  The  an- 
Twer  he  gave  him,  was,  "  Return  to  Lord  Hood's  Committee, 
"  they'll  pay  you."  Smith  afterwards  again  demanded  pay- 
ment of  him,  and  commenced,  an  a£Hon,  which  was  tried  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench.  He  would  not  impeach  the  jus- 
tice of  the  Court,  nor  the  ihtegrity  of  the  jury  j  fuch  a  cafe  was 
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certainly  madev  out  as  to  induce  them  to  give  a  verdi&  for 
Smith.  Thefe  were  the  fa&s,  but  did  any  man  in  his  fenfes 
fuppofe  that  he  (Mr.  Rofe)  if  he  had  felt  the  leaft  confcioufhefs 
of  being  really  indebted  to  Smith,  that  he  would  have  fuffered 
the  caufe  to  have  gone  into  a  Court  of  Juftice  ?  Moft  certainly 
he  would  not,  he  never  hadfent  a  man  who  had  a  demand  upon 
him,  twice  from  his  door  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life ;  but 
he  muft  dill  think,  that  Smith  had  not  a  right  to  call  on  him. 
for  payment ;  he  had  opened  no  Houfe,  (not  that  he  fhould 
have  done  wrong,  if  he  had)  nor  made  himfelf  refpctafible  in 
any  fort  whatever.  In  proof  of  the  fafts  he  had  ftated,  Mr. 
Rofe  read  a  variety  of  papers,  and  after  declaring,  that  he  had 
ftated  the  whole  of  his  conduct  refpe&ing  Smith  ;  as  to  any 
thing  that  might  have  pafled  between  him  and  any  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Board  of  Excife,  he  faid,  he  hoped  he  was  not  to 
be  made  refponfible  for  them.  It  was  not,  Mr.  Rofe  obferved, 
neceffary  for  him  to  fay  much  of  himfelf,  becaufe,  however 
party  might  influence  gentlemen  with  whom  he  was  not  ac- 
quainted^ the  friends  who  knew  him,  he  trufted,  would  find 
nothing  in  his  chara&er  or  any  part  of  his  condu&  fufficient  to 
warrant  even  a  momentary  fufpicion,  that  he  would  be  mean 
enough  to  a£t  fo  fcandalous  and  bafe  a  part  as  calumny  had  im- 
puted to  him ;  and  even  if,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  it  were 
admitted  that  he  could  fink  fo  low,  did  any  perfon  living  ima- 
gine fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Cholmondeley  would  join  with  him 
in  fuch  a  difgraceful  fcene  ?  There  was  not,  he  declared,  in 
the  world  a  better  friend  to  the  revenue,  a  man  of  more  unim- 
peached  integrity,  nice  honour  and  high  fpirit,  than  Mr.  Chol- 
mondeley, as  all  who  knew  him,  he  would  venture  to  fay, 
would  readily  acknowledge ;  nor  was  there,  he  believed,  in 
exiftence,  a  man  who  would  have  felt  more  repugnance  to  take 
a  part  in  fuch  a  bufinefs  than  the  gentleman  he  was  alluding  to* 
With  regard  to  the  other  charge,  that  refpe&ing  the  admitting 
Hoflcins  to  bail,  by  Iham  bail,  he  protefted  he  had  never  even 
heard  the  man's  name  before  that  day,  and  was  it  likely  that 
Lord  Hood  would  have  defired  his  agent  to  act  fuch  a  part  as 
had  been  afcribed  to  him  ?  It  appeared  to  him,  that  if  Lord 
Hood  had  permitted  his  agent  to  do  what  had  been  ftated,  it 
would  have  been  nothing  lefs  than  fubje&ing  him  to  have  had 
bis  head  put  in  the  pillory.    Mr.  Rofe  averred,   that  what  h« 
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had  faid  was  the  whole  of  the  tranfa&ion  which  he  had  ever 
had  with  Smith;  but  if  any  gentlemen  were  not  difpofed  to  be-  , 
Iieve  him,  it  did  not  depend  on  his  affertions  alone ;  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Excife  were  at  the  door,  and  ready  to  come  to  the 
bar  of  the  Houfe  to  confirm  them.  Neither  the  Excife  laws, 
nor  any  authority  that  he  might  be  fuppofed  to  poflefs,  had 
ever  been  made  ufe  of  for  any  purpofe  that  could,  upon  the 
ftri&eft  inveftigation,  be  deemed  improper,  much  lefs  for 
eleftion  purpofes.  But  if  any  perfon  could  think  fo  ill  of  him 
as  to  fuppofe  he  would  fo  proftitute  his  fituation,  did  they  ima- 
gine the  exalted  chara&ers  who  fat  at  the  Treafury  Board  would 
fuffer  it  ?  He  concluded  with  faying,  that  if  it  (liquid  be  ne- 
iceflary,  the  Houfe,  he  hoped,  would  indulge  him  in  giving  fuch 
explanations  as  might  be  called  for. 

Lord  HOOD  faid,  he  was  really  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  to 
fay  on  the  cafe  of  Hoflcins — he  had  never  heard  of  him  in  his 
life.  With  regard  to  any  thing  that  his  agent  had  done,  when 
he  dated  that  he  had  in  the  firft  inftance  offered  to  fubmit  his 
bill  to  arbitration,  and  that  after  much  (hitting  and  doubling 
in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  compelled  his  agent  to  fubmit  %o 
arbitration,  when  the  arbitrators  had  taken  off  2800I.  from  it, 
and  given  his  agent  only  a  thoufand,  declaring  it  to  be  an  ample 
-and  liberal  recompenfe  for  the  whole  of  his  trouble,  would  any 
gentleman  contend,  that  what  had  been  faid  or  done,  by  fuch  a 
man,  was  a  fit  fubjedt  for  that  Houfe  to  make  the  topic  of  feri- 
ous  debate,  or  that  he  was  entitled  to  any  credit  whatever  ? 

Mr.  GREY  fupported  the  motion,  and  maintained,  that  no- 
thing had  been  dated  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  to  makejjt  ap-  \ 
pear,  that  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  grant  the  Committee  that  had .<? -* 
been  moved  for.  He  laid  great  drefs  on  the  cafe  ^Hofl^ffe;, 
and  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  folgfhnl^deefared, 
that  he  never  caufed  any  mitigation  of  the  penalty  which  Smith 
had  incurred  under  the  Excife  laws  to  be  made.  He  begged 
to  know  if  he  had  not  done  it  through  Mr.  Vivian,  the  Soli- 
citor to  the  Board  of  Excife?  He  produced  a  note,  dated  April 
1789,  from  Mr.  Rofe  to  Mr.  Smith,  appointing  him  to  meet 
Mr.  Vivian  at  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning,  at  his  own 
houfe  in  Palace  Yard.  With  regard  to  what  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  farid,  in  denial  that  Mr.  Smith 
applied  to  him  through  the  medium  of  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
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and  hadtermed  that  Member  of  Parliament  the  veilry,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  memory  mult  have  been  very 
imperfecT:,  and  muft  have  failed  him  wonderfully  if  ho 
iccolle&ed  nothing  of  the  circumftance.  ,  To  refrefli  hi* 
memory,  he  would  mention  who  the  Member  was,  the  Mem- 
ber of  Liverpool.  Upon  the  whole,  he  contended,  that  there 
was  enough  before  the  Houfe  to  induce  them  to  inquire  into 
it,  and  tht  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  unlefs  they 
felt  that  fomething  would  come  out  in  that  inquiry,  which  they 
did  not  wifli  to  be  known,  ought  to  be  among  the  firfl  to  pro- 
pofea  Committee,  and  the  laft  to  flirink  from  the  motion.  If 
they,  on  their  fide,  had  flated,  what  they  could  not  prove,  it 
might  be  the  more  difadvantageous  to  them  to  have  a  Commit- 
tee, but  fo  far  from  entertaining  fuch  an  idea,  he  would  end 
jwith  faying,  that  the  Houfe  ought  to  go  into  a  Committee. 
;  Mr.  ROSE  in  explanation  faid,  he  could  not  recolledt 
pmidft  the  variety  of  notes  which  he  had  occafion  to  write,  every 
individual  note;  but  what  did  the  note  produced  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  prove  ?  It  was  dated  April  1789,  and  the  pe- 
nalty was  levied  afterwards,  confequently  there  had  been  no  in- 
terference of  his  that  had  availed  Mr.  Smith.  With  regard  to 
the  Member  of  Parliament,  he  did  now  recoiled,  that  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  alluded  to,  kept  his  horfes  at  the  fame  (table 
yard.  They  accidentally  met  there,  and  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman mentioned  the  cafe  of  Smith,  as  a  cafe  of  companion, 
2nd  ftated  the  fame  fads  as  were  alledged  in  the  petition,  that 
be  had  read  to  the  Houfe,  and  which  the  Secretary  to  the  Excife 
Board  ftated  to  be  falfe. 

Mr.  GASCOYNE  rofe  in  confequence  of  the  allufion  that 
had  been  made  to  him,  and  began  with  dating,  that  he  had 
long  kept  away  by  the  affliction  he  had  felt  from  a  domeftic 
lefs,  but  that  he  was  glad  he  that  day  happened  to  be  able  ta 
attend  his  duty,  becaufe  he  always  wiihed  when  any  gentleman 
meant  to  bring  any  charge  againfl  him,  that  he  would  do  it  in 
Lis  prefence,  when  he  ftiould  have  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
reply.  He  had  little  imagined  the  matter  referred  to  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way,  would  ever  have  been 
declared  of  importance  enough  to  have  been  mentioned  in  that 
Houfe.  As  it  had  been  mentioned,  he  would  ftate  the  whole  of 
the  fa£  in  queftion.     He  then  gave  an  account  of  his  having 
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kept  his  horfes  with  Mr.  George  Smith  for  a  long  time,  that 
he  thought  they  did  not  appear  to  have  had  juftice  done  to  them, 
and  he  blamed  his  own  fervant ;  but  at  laft  he  found  the  fault 
lay  with  Smith  himfelf,  and  that  he  took  them  away  ;  that  he 
had  previoufly  learnt  the  affair  of  Smith's  being  under  a  profe- 
cution,  and  had  certainly  mentioned  it  to  his  honourable  friend; 
recommending  Smith,  as  he  then  underftood  him  to  be  a  fit 
obje&  of  compaflion,  and  had  begged  that  either  he,  or  his 
right  honourable  friend,  would  interfere  with  the  Board  of  Ex- 
cife  to  have  the  penalty  mitigated,  which  he  underftood  to  be 
by  no  means  an  unufual  thing  where  the  party  was  poor,  and 
there  was  no  proof  of  bad  intention.  He  had  fince  had  reafon 
to  believe  that  he  had  been  impofed  on,  and  that  Smith  had  not 
more  honefty  than  other  folks.  Mr.  Gafcoyne  apoligized  for 
introducing  fuch  a  trivial  fubjeft  into  that  Houfe  as  the  mention 
of  his  horfes,  but  he  faid,  it  was  neceflary  to  lead  to  the  fadfc 
in  queftion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  fecond 
part  of  the  charge,  he  wiflied  to  know  whether  the  honourable 
gentlemen  who  had  fpoken  had  any  allegation,  or  any  thing 
that  they  fuppofed  would  be  material  to  their  allegation,  upon 
the  fadt  of  the  fine  of  700I.  being  remitted  by  any  gentleman 
in  office,  or  whether  they  fuppofed  they  had  any  evidence  that 
could  be  material  for  their  allegation  in  that  reipeft  ;  or  if 
they  refufed  to  give  it  now,  in  what  they  would  be  able,  or 
hoped  they  would  be  able,  to  give  it,  or  by  what  means  they 
thought  it  would  be  made  out.  He  requefted  the  honourable 
gentlemen  who  had  moved  and  feconded  the  queftion,  that  as 
they  had  ftated  that  the  objeft  of  the  Committee  was  to  inquire 
iAto* €i  pra&ices  of  gentlemen  high  in  office,"  that  they  would 
diftin&ly  name  who  the  perfohs,  againft  whom  fuch  practices 
could  be  alledged,  were. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  it  occurred  to  him  that  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  had  bi ought  this  fubjeft  forward,  had  ftated  ground 
fufficient  for  an  inquiry  into  this  cafe.  The  cfueftion  was, 
whether  fuch  interference  had  taken  place,  on  the  part  of  the 
Minifters,  as  had  been  ftated — or  whether,  upon  the  ftated  in- 
■  terfererice,  there  was  ground  for  inquiry  ?  To  this  it  wasob- 
jefted,  that  the  charges  were  falfe.  Then  it  was  replied,— 
"  We  can  prove  all  this  by  papers  jve  fhall  lay  upon  your 
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"  table—we  (hall  prove  this  beyond  difpute  by  oral  teftimony 
11  —we  can  prove  the  whole  of  our  allegation. — We  can 
"  prove  firft,  that  fome  how  or  other  this  man  got  out  of  pri- 
"  fon — we  can  prove  that  having  done  fo,  he  polled  for  Lord 
"  Lord. — We  can  prove  that  he  was  detained  for  700I.  on  a 
t(  claufe  of  having  incurred  the  penalty  of  the  Lottery  aft — 
"  we  can  prove  that  he  came  out  by  fham  bail — we  can  prove 
"  that  all  this  is  traced  to  the  authority  of  gentlemen  in  office 
"  — that  it  was  under  the  infpeftion  of  the  Solicitor  of  the 
"  Lottery."  What  then  follows  ?  That  the  Houfe  (hall 
pronounce  a  Minifler  guilty  ?  No !  Only  that  they  (hould  in- 
quire. The  whole  of  this  would  be  produced  in  evidence.  It 
would  be  produced  in  evidence,  that  an  application  was  made 
to  the  Solicitor  on  behalf  of  this  very  man  ;  nay,  by  himfelf, 
to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Lottery,  dating  the  caufe  of  his  con- 
finement, and  ftipulating  the  condition  of  his  releafe  ; — that 
(ham  bail  was  propofed  to  be  offered — that  the  Solicitor  faid  he 
muftconfult  others  from  whom  he  received  his  authority.— 
Something  more,  that  Lord  Hood  had  aftually  paid  his  attor- 
ney's bill,  in  which  is  contained  an  item  for  the  expence  of 
Condufting  this  very  aft  !  for  procuring  bail,,  and  eflfefting  the 
difcharge  of  this  very  perfon  ! — Was  this,  not  enough  ta  enter 
on  an  inquiry  ?  A  man  in  prifon  for  the  fum  of  700I.  under  a~ 
penal  ftatute,  to  be  difcharged  on  condition  of  ferving  an  elec- 
tion candidate,  by  the  word  of  all  means — perjury  and  corrup- 
tion !  The  bare  fufpicion  of  this  ought  to  make  a  man  impa- 
tient for  an  opportunity  of  making  his  defence.  Why  thcr^ 
not  go  into  the  Committee  ?  The  other  part  of  the  charge 
which  applied  to  the  honourable  Secretary,  met  with  a  curious 
reception  from  that  honourable  gentleman.  He  fays,  that  his 
conduft  is  plain  and  above-board.  If  fo,  why  refufe  to  inquire 
into  it?  What  is  there  to  fear  if  your  conduft  is  fair?  The 
note  fent  by  Mr*  Rofe  to  Mr.  Smith  was,  that  Mr.  Rofc 
wiftied  to  fee  him  on  the  next  morning,  and  dating  that  he  had 
fome  bufinefs  to  fettle  with  him,  and  that  if  he  came,  he 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  meeting  Mr.  Cholmondeley.— 
Was  this  pure  civility  of  introducing  them  to  each  other  I  Had 
the  honourable  Secretary  no  other  ufe  for  his  houfe  ?  Was  there 
to  be  no  converfation  on  the  Excife  fine  ? — Was  it  probable, 
that  beings  left  with  each  other,  without  a  third  perfon,  for  th* 
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Secretary  was  not  there,  that  Smith  would  not  have  mentioned 
the  fine  which  he  had  been  ordered  to  pay  ?  Pure  civility  this, 
no  doubt !  This  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  ftrong  inftance  in 
which  the  Houfe  were  called  upon  to  interfere. 

Another  circumftance  came  to  his  mind,  which  was,  that 
the  honourable  Secretary  had  obferved  that  he  mud  admire  the 
credulity  of  gentlemen  who  believed  what  they  had  heard  on 
the  fubjeft  of  the  Excife  fine,  or  that  Smith's  demand  upon 
the  honourable  Secretary  was  juft.-  He  was  of  opinion  there 
was  nothing  due,  or  he  woujd  not  have  refitted  the  demand. 
It  was  his  conftant  pra&ice  never  to  fuffer  any  perfon  to  call 
twice  for  one  juft  demand.  All  this  might  be  very  true,  but 
the  anfwer  to  it  was,  that  the  jury  to  whom  this  cafe  was  re- 
ferred decided  otherwife.  The  Houfe  had  the  affertion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury  againft  the  folemn  dccifion  of  the 
jury.  In  the  opinion  of  the  jury,  the  honourable  gentleman, 
notwithftanding  his  knowledge,  was  miftakcn.  In  the  proof 
which  Mr.  Smith  had  to  adduce  he  was  miftaken.  In  the 
proof  that  was  to  be  given  againft  him  on  this  fubjeft,  he  pre- 
tended to  have  complete  knowledge.  Whether  he  had  better 
acquaintance  with  the  difpofition  of  that  Houfe  than  he  had 
with  the  integrity  of  the  jury,  he  knew  not  :  but  he  muft 
think  it  would  be  unfortunate  for  this  country  if  he  could  con- 
trol its  decifion.  If  he  could  not,  the  opinion  he  had  given  of 
his  fagacity  in  the  former  cafe,  gave  him  no  great  pretenfion 
to  be  regarded  for  prophetic  powers  that  would  fupercede  the 
neceflity  of  inquiry  in  that  Houfe,  by  anticipating  the  effeS. 
Upon  this  trial  evidence  was  given,  that  fomething  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  remiflion  of  a  fine  was  made  from  Mr.  Rofe  to  Mr. 
Smith.  No  fuch  thing,  fays  Mr.  Rofe.  What  then  fhould 
the  Houfe  fay — Yes,  or  No  ?  Neither.  Let  us  inquire, 
was  the  only  anfwer  they  could  honeftly  make. 

As  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  lottery,  and  the  fuppofition  that  gen- 
tlemen in  office  could  not  be  deemed  refponfible  for  any  a£fc  of 
v  his,  fuppofing  that  he  had  confented  to  the  efcape  of  the  perfon 
out  of  the  King's  Bench,  or  for  the  remifTion  of  the  fine  from 
the  Board  of  Excife,  fuppofing  that  to  have  taken  place,  he 
was  far  from  allowing  this  doftrine  to  be  right.  He  rather 
thought  that  a  certain  degree  of  refponfibility  (hould  attach  to 

then}  for  the  negligence  of  their  inferiors,  becaufe  it  was  their 
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duty  to  inquire  into  their  conduct;,  and  to  prevent  fuch  enor- 
mous abufes.  At  all  events  that  Houfe  fliould  inquire  into  the 
abufe,  and  affix  the  cenfure  where  it  was  due. 

He  had  obferved,  that  all  that  had  been  faid  on  the  other  fide 
againft  the  claim  of  Mr.  Smith  was,  that  generally  fpeaking, 
he  was  a  bad  man  ;  from  whence  they  of  courfe  deduced  that 
he  ought  not  to  have  been  paid.  If  he  was  of  that  defcription, 
he  had  better  fortune  than  attends  the  wicked  in  general,  for 
that  with  the  perfons  with  whom  he  contended  he  obtained  a 
victory.  With  one  honourable  gentleman  he  (Mr.  Gafcoync) 
had  a  bill ;  it  was  faid  to  be  an  unjuft  one,  but  he  paid  it  for 
the  purpofe  of  avoiding  litigation.  With  another  he  had  a 
bill,  but  that  was  not  paid  to  avoid,  but  in  confequence  of,  li- 
tigation. Poflibly  Mr.  Smith  was  a  rogue  in  all  his  claims, 
yet  an  Englifh  jury  thought  him  right  in  one  of  them,  for  they 
gave  him  a  verdict  to  the  amount  of  his  whole  bill.  It  might 
be,  that  the  jury  were  wrong,  but  as  they  had  decided  upon 
their  oaths  one  way,  and  the  Secretary  to  the  Treafury  was 
placed  in  another,  theleaft  the  Houfe  could  do  would  be  to  in- 
ftitute  an  inquiry.  Courts  of  law  in  general  refufed  to  hear  a 
mail's  own  evidence  in  his  own  caufe ;  but  if  this  Committee 
was  refufed,  the  Houfe  would  not  only  admit  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treafury  in  his  own  caufe,  but  would  believe  his  aflertion 
in  fupport  of  his  own  intereft,  in  preference  to  the  verdict  of  a 
jury! 

As  to  the  point  of  precedent  for  this,  he  had  to  maintain, 
that  it  was  moft  clearly  in  favour  of  the  motion  by  the  practice 
of  the  Houfe.  So  much  had  the  Houfe  favoured  inquiries,  that 
they  had  voted  for  them  in  cafes  where  there  was  but  little 
profpedt  of  fuccefs,  and  where  ultimately  the  inquiries  tended 
to  be  nothing.  He  alluded  to  the  inquiry  obtained  by  Mr. 
Shove,  upon  the  cafe  of  Queenfbury,  and  of  Mr.  Luttrel  on 
another  occafion.  Thefe  things  he  inftanced,  as  proof  of  the 
general  fpirit  the  Houfe  had  for  inquiry,  or  cafes  dated  of 
abufel  He  argued,  that  if  difpofed  towards  it  here,  there  was. 
no  room  for  the  opponents  of  the  motion  to  fay  this  inquiry  is 
not  proper,  becaufe  you  have  not  made  out  a  cafe  to  entitle  you 
to  a  hearing.  The  fact  was  not  fo ;  for  the  cafe,  fuppofing  it 
to  be  true,  would  be  an  alarming  charge  Of  the  truth,  or 
falfehood  of  it,  the  Houfe  could  not  judge  without  inquiry ;  he 
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would  venture  to  fay,    he  knew  there  would  be  evidence  of  . 
what  was  charged.     He  concluded  with  declaring,    that  he 
faw  fair  ground  for  criminality  in  this  cafe,  and  therefore  found 
it  his  duty  to  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  oppofed  the  motion  for  this  inquiry. 
He  obferved  that  the  queftion  which  he  put  to  gentlemen  who 
fupported  this  motion  had  not  been  anfwered ;  inftead  of  giv- 
ing him  any  anfwer,  they  had  given  him  arguments  ;  the  quef- 
tion being  ltilT  unanfwered,  his  objections  remained  unremoved 
upon  thisfubjeft.  When  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  talk  of 
a  penalty  being  remitted,  and  being  afked  who  it  was  who  re- 
mitted it — would  they  undertake  to  make  out  any  criminal 
charge  againft  gentlemen  high  in  office  ?  That  was  the  nature 
of  the  motion,  and  not  that  of  aflerting  any  thing  againft  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Lottery,  or  of  the  Board  of  Excife.  Thefe 
complaints,  if  true,  would  not  make  any  thing-out  againft  gen- 
tlemen high  in  office,  confequently  afford  no  fupport  to  the 
prefent  motion.  If  this  charge  was  to  be  made,  againft  whona 
was  it  to  be  made  ?  They  had  not  fo  much  as  ftated  the  perfon 
againft  whom  the  charge  was  to  be  made — that  they  (hould 
prove  it  when  made,  or  that  even  they  themfelves  believed  it. 
He  contended  that  this  was  too  vague  to  found  a  criminal  in- 
quiry upon,  and  a  fubjeft  by  no  means  likely  to  reward  the 
Houfe  for  the  trouble  which  it  would  incur  by  this  inquiry. 
The  queftion  was,  "  whether  there  was  prefumption  enough 
■u  for  that  Houfe  to  form  a  rational  belief  that  the  charges  would 
"  be  fpecially  made  out,"  and  on  this  he  was  clearly  of  opi- 
nion there  was  no  profpeft  that  the  Houfe  would  have  any  fuch 
evidence.  He  profefled  himfelf  a  friend  to  a  fober  and  rational 
inquiry,  on  fair  grounds  ftating  the  probability  of  guilt  in  the 
perfons  accufed,  but  this  was  not  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  and  the  Houfe  would  not  vote  a  criminal  inquiry  upon 
conjecture,  furprife,  or  infinuation,  however  ingenioufly  or 
vehemeatly  fupported.  To  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  upon 
thefe  unfounded  inquiries,  would  only  impede  the  progrefs  of 
public  bufintfs,  and  derogate  from  the  dignity  which  belonged 
-  to  the  deliberative  character  of  the  Houfe. »  In  cafes  like  thefe, 
if  the  Houfe  adopted  the  motion,  no  charadter,  however  ex- 
alted in  ftation,  or  however  diftinguifhed  by  integrity,  would 
be  fafe  from  fajfe  accufation  for  a  moment.     In  order  to  fet  in- 
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quiry  on  foot,  it  was  only  to  make  a  charge,  and  to  maintain 
it  by  as  many  hard  words  as  poflible,  and  that  Houfe  muft  en- 
ter into  a  public  inquiry  without  the  flighted  foundation. — 
Thefe  things  he  wiihed  to  put  to  the  integrity  and  common 
fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  aflc  them  to  refleft,  whether  by  the 
dictates  of  either,  they  felt  themfelves  called  upon  to  vote  for 
this  inquiry. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  would  not  bear  what  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  imputed  to  gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the 
Houfe  to  pafs  uncorre&ed.  He  had  faid,  that  they  wifhed  for 
a  Committee  merely  on  an  infinuation,  that  perhaps  they  might 
find  guilt.  On  the  contrary  he  had  exprefsly  faid,  that  there 
'  was  matter  for  inquiry  upon  record — there  was  proof  pofitive, 
which  if  they  went  into  the  Committee  would  clearly  produce 
a  charge  of  a  criminal  nature  againft  a  perfon  or  perfons  high 
in  office.  He  had  faid  explicitly  that  fuch  charge  would  come 
out ;  it  remained  for  the  Houfe  to  fay,  whether  with  fuchcir- 
cumftances  laid  before  them  they  would  prevent  inquiry,  and 
ftand  between  the  criminal  and  juftice. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  defired  that  they  fhould  make 
a  fpecific  charge,  and  name  the  perfon  whom  they  accufed — for 
he  did  not  confider  it  as  a  fufficient  ground  for  parliamentary 
inquiry  that  there  was  a  fufpicion  thrown  out — that  there  was 
an  unqualified  charge  made  againft  perfons  high  in  office— and 
that  therefore  without  naming  them,  they  ought  to  go  into  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  fails,  and  to  difcover  who  had 
committed  the  prefumed  offence. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  he  had  not  revealed  a  mod  mate- 
rial part  of  the  charge,  which,  in  the  Committee,  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  would  be  brought  home  to  perfons  high  in  of- 
fice. What  had  they  heard  ?  The  Secretary  of  the  Treafury 
having  his  memory  refrefhed,  had  already  confefTed,  what  he 
at  firft  declared  to  have  utterly  forgot — namely,  that  a  Member 
of  this  Houfe  did  interfere  in  favour  of  Mr.  Smith.  He  had 
confefTed  alfo,  that  perhaps  he  might  have  written  a  card,  in- 
viting Mr.  Smith  to  meet  his  profecutor,  the  Solicitor  of  the 
£xcife,  at  his  houfe.  He  had  confeffed  this,  after  firft  delibe- 
rately ftating  that  his  tranfmiflion  of  the  petition  to  Mr.  Choi- 
moncjeley,  and  his  letter,  to  trie  Secretary  of  the  Excife,  was  all 
the  interference  he  had  made  in  the  affair.     If  he  had  confefTed 
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fo  much  already,  what  might  not  be  brought  forth  when  his 
memory  (hould  be  farther  refrefhed  in  the  Committee  ?  When 
they  ftiould  call  for  papers,  and  when  witneffes  {hould  be 
brought  to  the  bar?  Mr.  Lambton  faid,  he  had  fubftantial 
reafons  for  advancing  that  more  would  be  brought  out.  He 
would  take  upon  himfelf  to  fay,  that  it  would  be  proved  — 1, 
That  Mr.  Hoflcins  was  under  arreft  for  penalties  incurred  under 
the  lottery  aft  to  the  amount  of  700I.  and  that  during  the  elec- 
tion he  offered  to  bring  up  fixty  votes  provided  he  was  fuffered 
to  efcape  — 2,  That  the  Solicitor  to  the  lottery,  who  was  alb 
agent  for  the  candidate,  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  faid  in  an- 
fwer,  that  he  muft  confult  higher  authority  —3,  That  Hoikins 
was  fuf%ed  to  efcape  by  two  bail  being  accepted  not  worth  a 
fliilling,  and  upon  the  exprefs  agreement  of  the  Solicitor — and 
4,  That  the  noble  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  a  high  public  offi- 
cer, has  within  the  lad  fourteen  days,  that  is  fmce  the  firft  ru- 
mour of  the  prefenk  motion,  paid  his  agent's  bill,  in  which, 
among  other  items,  there  is  this  charge — to  the  expence  of  find- 
ing bail  for  the  aftion  again  ft  Hoikins,  who  engaged  to  bring 
up  fixty  votes,  3I.  3s.  The  expence  of  finding  this  bail  was 
more,  it  appeared,  than  3I.  3s.  ;  but  the  friends  of  Hoikins 
had  advanced  10L  and  the  agent  had  charged  and  received  only 
the  farther  fum  which  he  paid.  Now  thefe  links  of  the  chain 
he  engaged  to  prove,  and  he  had  reafon  to  believe  that  in  the 
Committee  they  Ihould  be  able  to  come  at  the  higher  authority, 
without  which  the  Solicitor  to  the  lottery  acknowledged  he  could 
not  aft. 

Mr.  Chancellpr  PITT  demanded,  if  in  the  links  of  this 
chain,  Mr.  Lambton  had  any  one  public  officer  in  his  eye,  on 
whom  he  could  in  the  firft  inftance  fix  the  charge. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  he  had  communicated  the  circuit 
ftances  frankly.  He  did  not  think  himfelf  juftified  to  name 
any  perfon  in  the  firft  inftance.  The  very  purport  of  a  Com- 
mittee was  to  bring  forth  and  fix  the  charge.  If  they  had  all 
the  proofs  ready  made,  there  would  be  no  need  of  inquiry— 
they  Would  be  moved  for  punifhment. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL,  after  having  expreffed 
his  furprife  at  what  he  had  heard  that  day,  declared  the  fum 
Hofkins  had  given  bail  to,  was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  an 
action  of  debt  fued  out  by   Mr.   Fro/t,    the  Solicitor  of  th« 
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Lottery,  as  a  mere  individual.  Had  it  been  any  thing  in  which 
Government  was  in  any  way  concerned,  Mr.  Froft  would  have 
been  bound  in  duty  to  have  confulted  him  as  to  the  bail ;  but 
that  ha*  not  been  the  cafe.  Mr.  Froft,  he  faid,  on  his  own 
accord,  had  brought  a£lions  againft  different  perfons,  on  the 
Lottery  adls,  for  the  recovery  of  penalties  to  the  amount  of 
8  or  9000I.,  merely  to  make  out  a  charge  upon  the  Stamp  Of- 
fice of  2000I.  for  what  he  had  done,  which  was  the  recovering 
about  150I.  On  the  occafion  of  Holkins,  Mr.  Froft  had  not 
infulted  him,  by  offering  (ham  bail  to  his  confideration,  or  he 
fliould  not  have  done  it  with  impunity.  In  fa&,  in  the  par- 
ticular inftance,  he  had  a&ed  as  a  mere  individual.  He  ex- 
plained to  the  Houfe,  that  actions  for  penalties,  as  the  law 
flood  at  prefent,  could  be  brought  by  any  individual  who  chofe 
it,  and  that  the  confequence  was,  they  were  compromifed  in 
the  moft  fcandalous  manner  repeatedly ,  and  that  he  not  being 
in  poffeffion  of  the  evidence,  could  not  effedtually  interfere. 
The  only  way  to  prevent  this>  would  be  to  ena&  in  future, 
that  no  a&ion  for  a  penalty  fliould  be  brought  but  by  the  At- 
torney General.  The  Judges,  he  faid,  had  done  him  the  ho- 
nour to  confult  him  on  the  fubje£,  and  had  complained  of  the 
Frequency  of  the  compromifes.  The  Attorney  General  re- 
peated, that  Holkins  was  imprifoned  on  an  a£Uon  of  debt  to 
Froft  as  a  mere  individual,  and  declared,  that  he  did  not  know 
one  cafe  in  which  he  had  received  a  fcrap  of  paper  from  Froft. 
He  reafoned  upon  the  item  of  the  three  guineas  charged  by  Froft 
to  Lord  Hood,  and  faid,  fo  far  from  its  affording  any  proof 
that  perfons  high  in  office  had  been  guilty  of  corrupt  practices, 
'it  almoft  to  a  demonftration  proved  the  contrary.  The  grounds 
that  had  been  laid  down  were  far  too  flight  for  the  Houfe  to  go 
into  a  Committee  upon,  and  they  ought  not  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee, unlefs  they  were  pretty  fure  of  fuccefs. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  faid,  he  had  brought  the  matter  before 
the  Houfe,  in  the  convi&ion  that  if  they  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee, th6y  would  find  guilt,  and  find  a  criminal.  They 
were  now  called  upon  exprefsly  to  name  the  criminal.  He 
fiad  not  been  backward  in  pointing  to  one  gentleman,  againft 
whom  fufpicion  lay  in  fo  grofs  a  manner,  as  to  make  it  necef- 
fary  to  his  chara&er,  to  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  the 
purity  of  reprefentation,  that  they  fliould  at  leaft  inquire.  Ho 
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had  dated  fome  circumftances — they  had  already  heard  the  ef- 
fed  which  the  (hort  difcuflion  had  had  on  the  memory  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treafury ;  he  had  already  called  to  recolle&ion 
feveral  circumftances  which  he  had  at  firft  forgot,  and  he 
pledged  himfelf  to  bring  many  others  forth,  which  it  would  be 
equally  impoffible  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  avoid  re- 
membering. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid,  if  the  honourable  gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  would  content  themfelves  with  the  deliverance 
which  flying  from  trial  would  give  them,  he  wifhed  them 
much  honour  of  their  acquittal.  The  Public  would  decide  on 
the  purity  of  thofe  who  durft  not  ftand  trial.  The  fadt*  al- 
ledged  againft  them  were  as  fpecific  as  it  was  poflible  to  make 
them,  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  the  bufinefs.  It  was  dire&ly 
charged  upon  the  Solicitor  of  the  Lottery,  and  the  aufpices  un- 
der which  he  a&ed,  that  he  had  fuffered  an  accufed  perfon  to 
efcape  by  {ham  and  Jew  bail,  becaufe  he  had  engaged  to  bring 
fixty  votes  in  favour  of  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  It  was  ex- 
prefsly  charged  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  that  he 
had  engaged  to  bring  a  perfon,  convi&ed  of  a  penalty  for  an 
offence  againft  the  Excife  laws,  to  a  private  conference  with 
the  Solicitor  to  the  Excife,  in  his  own  houfe,  on  his  promifmg 
to  perform  certain  fervices  in  the  faid  election.  Thefe  were 
fpecific  charges,  and  yet  it  was  objefled  that  there  was  too 
much  generality  in  the  accufation.  At  a  time  when  the  im- 
putations againft  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  for  meddling  in 
elections,  were  fo  round,  the  delicacy  of  that  Houfe  alone  was 
not  to  be  offended  by  whifpejing  an  infinuation.  Did  they 
really  think  he  was  not  a&ive  in  his  interferences  ?  Did  they 
not  know  how  various,  how  multiform,  his  appearances  were, 
whenever  he  could  be  feen  or  felt  with  effect?  He  called  upon 
the  Houfe  therefore  to  ftand  forward,  and  vindicate  themfelves, 
by  fearching  to  the  bottom  a  charge  fairly  and  candidly  brought 
before  them. 

Mr.  YORKE  faid,  he  faw  no  fufficient  ground  in  the 
charge  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  go  into  the  inquiry.  It  wis 
'  not  for  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  to  commit  themfelves  upon 
every  loofe  accufation  which  might  be  brought  before  them. 
He  had  obferved  of  late  much  unqualified  and  unparliamen- 
tary infinuation  thrown  out  againft  the  majority  of  that  Houfe. 
Vol.  XXXIL  M 
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He  thought  fuch  infinuations  .againft  the  principles  of.  the  gen- 
tlemen with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  aft,  highly  unwar- 
rantable. He  believed  that  they  all  a&ed  on  the  mo&  ho- 
nourable motives.  There  had  been  much  faid  on  the  fubjeft 
of  confidence.  He  would  fay  for  himfelf,  that  he  gave  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  what  he  thought  he  de- 
fended, a  liberal  and  wife  confidence.  He  was  equally  ready 
to  fay  of  the  right  honourable  gentlemaii  oppofite  to  him  (Mr, 
Fox),  that  he  had  implicit  confidence  ia  his  honour  and  inte- 
grity, as  he  had  the  higheft  reverence  foe  his  political  genius 
and  talents ;  but  he  could  not  conceal  that  he  had  two  or  three 
friends  around  him  who  never  would  enjoy  his  confidence.. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  whocom- 
plained  of  the  unparliamentary  language  held  of  late,  had  fat 
down  with  the  mod  diforderly  fentence  that  he-had  ever  heard  ; 
for  turning  to  particular  perfons,  he  had  dire&ed  a  perfonalitjr 
to  them  of  the  mod  unjuftifiable  nature. 

Mr.  YORKE  faid,  that  if  he  had  offended  the  rules  of  the 
Houfe,  he  refpe&fully  afked  pardon.  Certainly  he  had  not  in- 
cluded the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  number  of  thofe 
who  did  not  poffefs  his  confidence* 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  returned  to  the  queftion.  He  faid, 
the  accufation  was  as  fpecific  as,  in  the  prefent  ftage*  it  ought 
to  be.  His  honourable  friend  ought  not,  in  his  mind,  to  name 
the  perfon  high  in  office  againft  whom  his  proofs  lay — his  nam- 
ing him  now  might  deprive  him  of  thofe  very  proofs  •  Let  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  for  inftance,  refleft  what  ought  to 
be  his  condu&  if  he  himfelf  were  the  high  perfon  alluded  to. 
He  had  the  complete  power,  by  his  eloquence,  by  his  influ- 
ence, to  grant  or  to  ftifle  inquiry,  as  he  fliould  find  that  the 
proofs  were  feeble,  or  that  they  were  conclufive.  If  he  made 
it  a  previous  dodtrine,  therefore,  that  the  perfon  fhould  be 
named,  and  that  all  the  chain  of  proof  fhould  be  expofed,  he 
crufhed  all  inquiry  againft  a  Minifter  pending  his  power,  and 
againft  all  his  fubordinate  officers.  The  dignity — the  feelings 
ef  gentlemen  in  office,  demanded  that  they  fhould  be  the  firft 
to  entreat  the  Houfe  to  grant  the  inquiry.  Not  to  be  forward 
in  foliciting  it  themfelvei  would  be  to  give  fufpicion  of  guilt — 
innocence  would  be  eager  for  juftification — it  could  not  fleep 
under  accufation— **  Go,"  it  would  fay  to  its  friends,  "  re» 
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* '  Iieve  me  from  the  torture  of  fufpicion.  I  have  loft  my  reft  j 
0  I  cannot  deep  till  I  am  juftified."  What  fort  of  friend fhip 
mull  that  be,  which,  inftead  of  eagerly  bringing  the  accufer  to 
his  proofs,  forbids  all  inquiry,  and  dooms  innocence  "  to  deep 
"  no  more!"  It  was  not  to  be  imagined  that  His  Majefty's 
Minifters  could  perfift  in  (hrinking  from  the  only  legitimate 
means  which  they  had  of  an  honourable  acquittal. 

Mr.  Serjeant  WATSON  faid,  he  came  down  in  the  difpo- 
fition  to  vote  for  the  inquiry,  becaufe  he  thought  that  a  charge 
made  againft  a  perfon  or  perfons,  for  corrupt  interference  19 
elections  ought  to  be  inquired  into  j  but  the  charge  had  too 
much  generality,  and  the  arguments  againft  it  had  made  him 
change  his  mind. 

Mr.  WINDAM  faid,  that  the  very  unaccountable  language 
of  that  day  induced  him  to  rife,  not  becaufe  he  thought  it  pof- 
fible  to  adduce  any  new  arguments  in  fcpport  of  the  motion, 
but  becaufe  to  be  ftlent  under  the  do&rines  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced, would  be  to  tlefert  his  duty,  and  to  proftitute  his  feel- 
ings. The  do&rines  had  themfelves  been  Grange — they  had 
been  mor«  ftrange  from  the  quarter  whence  they  had  originated* 
They  militated  againft  every  principle  of  jurifprudence  which 
the  wifdom  of  ages  had  matured,  or  which  the  pradice  of  all 
our  Courts  had  fan&ioned — and  yet  they  were  brought  forward 
by  lawyers.  A  conduit  had  been  held  by  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters, which  certainly  did  not  greatly  tend  to  the  elevation  ot 
the  Houfe — and  which  he  knew  not  how  they  could  reconcile 
with  their  own  dignity.  They  had  recourfe  to  a  fcrupulous 
nicety,  under  which  a  man  of  honour,  charged  with  the  fufpi- 
cion of  guilt,  would  have  difdained  to  (helter  himfelf,  a  mere 
verbal  infufficiency,  and  taking  refuge  in  the  defperate  prac- 
tice of  felf-convi&ed  and  timorous  offenders  in  our  criminal 
Courts,  they  had  literally  got  off  by  a  flaw  in  the  indiftment. 
They  faid,  u  it  is  neccflary  that  you  fliall  name  the  perfon  high 
in  office  whom  you  charge,  and  unlets  you  fpecify  the  offender, 
you  fhall  not  be  permitted  to  inquire,  although  you  aflert  that 
there  is  pofitive  guilt." — "  Why,  Sir,"  faid  Mr.  Windham,  ' 
"  even  taking  it  with  this  captious  obje&ion,  their  fcruple 
ought  to  be  removed,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr,. 
Thompfon)  fairly  tells  you,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury 
is  perfonally  charged.    Is  not  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury  -.-% 
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public  man  in  high  authority  ?  Is  he  not  a  great  man  by  his 
falaries  ?  Is  he  not  a  public  man  by  his  trufts  and  offices  ? — • 
View  him  in  all  his  afpe&s — he  is  every  way  a  public  man — • 
and  he  is  perfonally  accufed.  But  the  learned  gentleman  aflerts 
it  as  a  legal  do&rine,  that  there  ought  not  to  be  an  inquiry  un- 
lefs  there  is  a  great  and  infinite  probability  of  guilt.  Is  this, 
Sir,  the  practice  of  any  one  Court  in  fengland  ?  There  ought 
not  to  be  a  trial,  I  admit,  without  a  certain  degree  fufpicion  ; 
but  there  ought  to  be  an  inquiry  wherever  there  is  a  charge, 
and  wherever  there  is  an  open  and  avowed  accufer.  A  man 
ought  not  to  be  brought  before  a  jury  of  his  Peers  to  anfwer  to 
a  frivolous  and  vexatious  charge,  but  will  you  fay  that  the 
grand  jury  (hall  not  examine  the  bill  ?  To  deny  an  inquiry  is 
to  bar  the  door  againft  juftice.  It  is  contrary  to  the  firft  princi- 
ples of  jurifprudence.  It  is  what  a  band  of  criminals  would 
rejoice  in,  but  it  would  be  fatal  to  innocence.  We  ftate  that 
there  is  pofitive  gu  It — we  have  the  record  of  pofitive  guilt. 
We  have  the  proof  that  a  public  officer  fuffered  a  perfon,  ac- 
cufed of  an  offence  againft  law,  toefcape,  for  a  corrupt  reafon, 
©ffenfive  to  the  dignity  of  this  Houfe,  outrageous  to  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people :  and  we  have  it  prefented  to  us,  that  he 
did  this  with  the  connivance  of  higher  perforis.  We  demand 
that  this  bill  be  examined.  We  demand  that  the  Houfe  (hall 
go  into  a  Committee,  to  fee  whether  perfons  in  office  did,  or 
did  not,  convert  the  public  revenue  into  an  inftrument  of  elec<. 
tion  abufe.  Granting  a  Committee  is  not  going  to  trial ;  but 
if  you  fay,  that  you  ought  not  to  inquire,  when  abufe  is  dated, 
you  lay  down  a  principle  unknown  in  any  Court  in  the  world  \ 
You  fay,  in  fo  many  words  at  leaft,  that  the  Englifti  Houfe  of 
Commons  (hall  eftabli(h  for  its  own  conduct  a  do&rine  to 
fcreen  guilt  and  to  torture  innocence.  Another  doftrine,  ad- 
vanced by  the  learned  gentleman,  is  certainly  equally  againfl 
his  own  practice  in  the  Courts.  li  There  ought  to  be  proof 
"  that  the  witnefles  are  credible."  Why,  Sir,  was  it  ever 
heard  of  that  the  credibility  of  the  witneffes  became  a  queition* 
till  they  came  to  give  their  evidence  ?  till  it  was  feen  what  ftrefs 
\va$  to  be  laid  on  their  teftimony  ?  This  new  way  of  taking 
character  by  anticipation  is  a  doctrine  fo  new  and  fo  contrary  to 
all  practice,  that  I  confefs  it  aftoni(hes  me  to  hear  it  avanced ; 
and  againit  all  this  we  have  the  aflertion  of  the  gentlemea 
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themfelves.  "  I  aflure  you,"  fay  they,  "  thefe  witncffcs  arc 
"  not  deferyingjrf  credibility — truft  us,  the  accufed  perfons ; 
€i  we  aflure  you  of  our  innocence — and  here  let  there  be  an 
u  end."  Sir,  they  muft  furely  entertain  a  higher  opinion  of 
the  credulity  of  this  Houfe,  than  even  their  recent  experience 
can  juftify,  if  they  think  that  their  confiding  talent  will  be  car- 
ried to  this  length.  But  if  it  is,  then  the  majority  will,  upon 
refle&ion,  fee  the  true  pi&ure  of  their  own  conduft — they  will 
fee  whether  the  imputations  that  haye  been  thrown  upon  them, 
of  giving  confidence  for  reafons  which  they  have  never  been  fa 
good  as  to  explain,  are  not  fairly  to  be  afcribed  to  them.  They 
will  do  more — this  Adminiftration,  which  it  has  been  their 
fafhion  to  paint,  without,  however,  having  any  proofs  to  ex- 
hibit— certainly  without  any  inftances  of  purity,  which  they 
pleafe  to  advance,  as  a  perfeft  paragon  of  purity,  and  virtue, 
will  now  ftand  unmafked  and  expofed  in  their  natural  and  true 
colours.  The  gay  embroidered  fuit  of  pretence,  in  which  they 
have  decked  themfelves,  and  under  which  they  have  ftrutted  in 
magnificent  difguife,  is  torn  off,  and  they  behold  them  in  the 
tattered  rags  of  their  genuine  deformity.  They  ftand  like  the 
uncafed  Frenchman,  which  the  licentioufnefs  of  our  ftage  is 
too  apt  to  exhibit  in  ridicule — in  ruffles  without  a  fhirt — in  tin— 
fel  and  lace  on  the  outfide — in  dirt  and  dowlas  within — they 
ftand  before  their  confiding  majority,  convi&ed  of  drinking 
from  trial,  and  when  a  man  does  not  dare  to  ftand  trial,  the 
world  have  a  right  to  believe  him  guilty — and  in  this  condition 
ftands  His  Majefty's  Minifters  in  the  eyes  of  their  niajority. 
Let  me  add,  Sir,  one  word  more  on  this  ferious  fubjedl.  We 
have  before  us  two  pregnant  inftances  of  the  ufe  which  is  made 
of  thefe  fummary  and  lhameful  proceedings,  which  are  intro- 
duced into  practice  for  the  fake  of  our  darling  revenue — that  re- 
venue for  which  every  thing  is  to  be  facrificed — the  citizen  to 
be  opprefled  and  ruined — the  conftitution  to  be  violated.  We 
fee  that  thefe  fummary  modes  of  convi&ion  may  be  dexteroufly 
perverted  into  inftruments  of  favour  or  of  fear,  as  it  may  be  the 
political  and  corrupt  motive  of  office,  for  the  moment,  to  gra- 
tify or  to  intimidate,  *  You  fee  the  h&  in  glaring  truth  before 
you — It  remains  for  you  to  (hew  to  your  conftituents,  fuffering' 
under  thefe  abominable  laws,    whether  you  will  not  at  leait 
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provide  againft  the  profligate  perverfion  of  them  to  other  ends 
than,  revenue. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  muft,  though  he  had  fpo* 
ten  To  often,  yet  rife  to  juftify  himfelf  againft  the  inflamma^ 
tory  cxprefllons  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  If  it  was  con- 
fident with  order  for  himfelf  to  do  this,  and  which  he  thought 
he  might  do  by  ftmply  explaining  the  line  of  conduct  which  he 
and  his'friendshad  taken  in  the  debate,  he  would  confine  him- 
felf to  a  very  few  words.  They  had  obje&ed  to  inquiry,  be* 
caufe  no  precife  charge  had  been  made  againft  any  perfon  high 
in  office,  and  becaufe  no  man  would  ftate  and  pledge  himfelf 
that  it  would  come  home  dire&ly  to  an  individual. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  he  fhould  indeed  have  mifrepre- 
fented  the  arguments  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  the 
Houfe,  if  he  had  ftated  them  to  be  different  from  what  the  right 
Honourable  gentleman  had  himfelf  defcribed  them  to  have  been 
in  the  explanation  he  had  juft given.  That  was  exa&ly  as  he 
bad  underftood  them. 

.  Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  that  though  he  was  of  opinion  that  an 
inquiry  ought  to  be  granted,  and  even  that  if  the  motion  were 
reje&ed,  eternal  dlfgrace  would  fall  on  the  Houfe ;  yet  Tie 
hoped  it  would  be  rejefted,  as  fuch  a  circumftance  could  not 
fail  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  Public  to  the  imperfeftions  of  the 
prefent  fyftem  of  reprefentatiota,  and  convince  them  of  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  a  parliamentary  reform. 

The  Houfe  divided, 

Ayes,  84;  Noes,  221. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

fFednefday,  14th  March. 

Mr.  BURTON  gave  notice  that  on  Friday  next  he  fhould 
bring  forward  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  regu- 
lation .of  the  office  of  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  for  fo  much  of  the 
county  of  Middlefex  as  laid  in  or  near  the  metropolis. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tkurfday,  l$th  $Aarch. 

Mr.  HIPPISLEY  faid,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
fubomted  to  the  Houfe  fome  refolutions  on  the  correfpondence 
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of  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  with  Major  Banncrman,  previous 
to  Major  Maitland's  motions  ;  but  as  he  underftood  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  the  difcufllon  might  go  to 
length,  he  gave  notice,  that  he  fhould  bring  it  on  next  Mon- 
day fe'nnighv  being  the  firft  open  day. 

General  SMITH  alfo  gave  notice  that  whenever  the  fubjeft 
of  the  Charter  of  the  Company  fhould  be  brought  forward,  it 
was  his  intention  to  move  a  Committee  for  a  more  exteniive 
inquiry  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  than  that  of 
which  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  given  notice 
on  a  former  day  of  his  intention  to  move. 

Major  MAITLAND  faid,  that  before  he  fubmittcd  to  the 
Houfe  his  fentiments  on  the  fubjed,  of  which  he  had  given  no- 
tice, he  wifhed  to  make  an  obfervation  or  two  on  the  condu& 
of  gentlemen  who  defended  the  war  in  India,  particularly  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  who  brought  for- 
ward his  refolutions  onjthat  fubje&,  approving  of  the  war  in 
queftion,  and  of  (he  condu&  of  Lord  Cocnwallis  with  regard  to 
it.  Feeling  now,  as  he  felt  at  firft,  on  this  fubjed,  that  the 
war  was  founded  on  injuftice  and  impolicy,  he  had  fome  rea- 
fon  to  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  thofe  who  thought  dif- 
ferently from  hkn,  had  thought  fit  to  conduct  themfelves  on 
the  occafion.  When  this  war  was  difcuffed  before,  they  had 
contrived  to  blend  the  meafure  and  the  charafter  of  the  man 
together,  and  from  that  mode  had  contrived  to  infinuate,  that 
thofe  who  maintained  the  injuftice  and  the  impolicy  of  that 
war,  caft  illiberal  afperfions  on  the  charader  of  a  brave  and 
able  officer,  who  was  abfent ;  and  confequently  that  they  them- 
felves, who  complained  of  injuftice  in  the  war,  were  unjuft. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  on  that  occafion  had  faid, 
"  Dinpd  your  fhafts  of  attack  at  thofe  who  are  here  to  anfwer 
€€  you.  I  will  take  upon  myfelf  the  whole  blame,  if  any 
(f  blame  be  due,  for  the  fyftem  adopted  in  India  by  Lord 
*'  Cornwallis."  He  thanked  him  for  the  invitation  to  hoftili- 
ties,  and  accepted  his  challenge,  but  as  he  difclaimed  all  per- 
sonality himfelf,  and  as  he  had  already  protefted  againft  the  in- 
juftice of  blending  meafures  with  men,  for  the  purpofe  of  coo- 
founding  obje&s,  and  while  a  Member  of  th3t  Houfe  was  do- 
ing his  duty  to  his  country,  to  hold  him  out  as  a  calumniator 
'  and  detra&or,  he  hoped  he  ftiould  have  no  more  reafon  to  cora- 
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plain  of  harfh  epithets  on  this  occafion.  Having  faid  this,  he 
trufted  he  fliould  be  able  to  prove,  and  make  out  to  the  fatis- 
fa&ion  of  the  Houfe,  that  this  war  was  founded  upon  bad  po- 
licy— that  it  has  been  carried  on  by  robbery — that  it  would  end 
in  the  ruin  of  our  territories  in  India,  and  finally  bring  difgrace 
and  contempt  on  the  Britifh  name  in  India.  On  thefe  im- 
preffions  he  had  formed  fome  refolutions,  which  he  fliould  pre- 
fently  fubmit  to  the  judgement  of  the  Houfe*  They  were  found- 
ed on  the  fentiments  and  words  of  Lord  Cornwallis  himfelf, 
and  fuch  as  could  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  denied  by  thofe  who 
faid  they  agreed  with  that  noble  Lord ;  he  hoped,  therefore* 
that  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  been  fo  liberal  of  their  praifes  on 
that  Commander,  would  fecond  his  fentiments  and  opinion  by 
aftion  as  well  as  by  words. 

The  firfl:  point  to  which  he  fliould  call  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  was,  the  letter  of  Lord  Cornwallis  to  the  Nizam,  dated 
the  7th  of  July  1789,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Dundasj  had  been  pleafed  to  ftyle  a  great  piece  of  wif- 
dom,  but  which  he  called  a  piece  of  diplomatic  deception, 
folly,  and  difgrace.  The  fecond  point  on  which  he  fhould  in- 
treat  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  was  the  objeft  in  view,  on 
fending  our  military  force  to  the  Travancorc  country.  The 
third  was,  the  ftate  of  our  refources  and  revenue  in  India. 
And  laftly,  the  effeft  which  the  whole  would  have  on  the  Bri- 
tifh  territories,  and  name  in  India  ;  and  on  the  interefts  of  this 
country.  He  entered  into  a  hiftory  of  our  affairs  inthat  part  of 
the  globe,  fince  the  treaty  of  1768.  The  whole  of  our  policy 
there  was  founded  on  the  iniquitous  and  difgraceful  prin- 
ciples and  pra&ice  of  that  man,  who  was  about  to  be  called 
upon  to  make  fome  expiation  for  the  mifchief  which  he  had 
done.  Indeed,  this  policy  was  fo  unwife,  fo  unjuft,  fo  bafe, 
fo  detectable,  that  even  the  utmoft  fuccefs  of  the  plan  laid  down 
would  be  attended  with  ruin  to  our  affairs  in  India.  Suppo- 
fing  the  utmoft  extent  of  fuccefs,  the  taking  of  Seringapatam, 
and  the  extirpation  of  Tippoo  Sultan,  to  be  the  refult  of  the 
war,  even  then  ruin  would  be  the  effe& — immediate  ruin  to 
the  My  fore  country,  and  ultimately  ruin  to  this.  He  main- 
tained, that  it  appeared  clearly  from  the  whole  of  the  corre- 
fpondence  on  the  table,  and  of  the  condudl  of  Lord  Cornwallis, 
Tippoo  Sultan  had  a  right  to  fufpe£t  the  intentions  of  the 
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Englifh*  and  that  they  would  take  the  firft  opportunity  they 
could  to  attack  him.  Captain  Bannerman  was  fent  to  Iacot- 
tah  not  only  without  the  requeft,  without  the  wilh,  but  pof- 
libly  even  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  the  Rajah  of  Travan- 
core,  for  the  purpofe  of  exciting  the  alarms  of  Tippoo  Sultan, 
and  to  induce  him  to  commence  the  attack  for  his  own  fafety, 
that  we  might  have  an  apology  for  attacking  him  under  pretence 
of  fupporting  the  intereft.of  our  ally.  Could  any  thing  be  more 
infamous  than  this  ?  Firft  to  alarm  Tippoo  by  poflefling  a 
poft  which  is  capable  of  being  converted  into  a  place  of  attack 
on  him,  and  inducing  him,  for  his  own  fafety,  to  make  an  attack, 
and  to  take  that  poft,  as  a  place  for  his  own  defence,  and  then 
to  fay,  "  He  has  commenced  hostilities  upon  our  ally — wc 
f<  muft  revenge  the  infult — the  Britifh  name  is  pledged  on  the 
w  faith  of  our  treaty — his  capital  muft  be  taken — he  muft  him- 
u  felf  be  extirpated,  in  order  that  peace  may  be  fecured  to 
"  India!"  Thefe  were  the  means  by  which  we  fought  to  cover 
that  infamous  third  for  dominion,  which  was  the  difgrace  of  the 
Britifh  name,  and  would  ultimately  efFe&  its  ruin ! 

When  he  came  to  our  refources,  the  expence  of  this  war  na- 
turally occurred  ;  and  he  fincerely  hoped  that  the  annual  pre- 
didions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  of  the  immenfe 
wealth  that  would  flow  from  India  to  us,  might  be  realized  on 
fome  happy  and  fome  early  day,  but  he  had  great  fear  that  day 
would  never  come,  but  that,  if  we  believed  thefe  tales,  we 
fhould  wait  for  wealth  until  the  arrival  of  ruin.  Upon  this 
fubjeft,  the  expreflions  of  Lord  Cornwallis  himfelf  were,  that 
the  refources  of  the  Company  are  fo  exhaufted,  that  they  are  not 
adequate  to  the  expence  of  a  protrafted  war.  How  are  the  ex* 
pences  to  be  defrayed  ? — By  feizing  the  territories  of  our  aljy, 
for  whofe  intereft,  we  meanly  pretended,  we  commenced  the 
war;  when,  in  faft,  it  was  with  a  view  of  deftroying  another 
power.  This  was  purfuing  our  own  Aggrandizement  with  a 
vengeance !  We  ruined  one  country,  for  the  fake  of  carrying 
on  war  with  another !  He  had  heard  of  many  forts  of  robbery 
and  plunder,  but  this  was  the  firft  inftance  where  an  attack  was 
made  upon  an  enemy  for  the  purpofe  of  robbing  a  friend — nor 
could  he  fee  the  reafon  why  we  fhould  wifh  to  take  the  conteft 
up,  before  an  appeal  was  made  to  us ;  or  how  we  came  to  know 
more  of  the  affairs  of  others,   than  they  did  themfelve§.    Th* 
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motive  too,  for  which  this  war  was  undertaken,  had  been 
changed.  The  firft  caufe  of  it  was  to  revenge  the  infult  given 
to  our  ally,  which,  by  the  way,  was  occafioned  by  ourfelves  ; 
but  now  it  was  different — it  was  to  obtain  compenfation  for 
charges  incurred,  and  lofles  fuftained.  Compenfation  there 
might  be  to  the  Mahrattas— to  the  Nizam— to  the  Englifh— but 
what  compenfation  was  there  to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  ?  He  was 
to  be  ruined.  This  was  the  fouleft  injiiftice  that  ever  difgra- 
ced  the  chara&er  of  any  country.  We  (hould  leave  Tippoa 
and  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  beggars.  What  then  ?  What  bene- 
fit  to  ourfelves?  Nothing  but  difgrace.  This  was  the  wife 
policy  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  pleafed  to 
praife  fo  highly  by  the  refolutions  he  brought  forward  on  that 
fubject,  and  fuch  was  the  wealth  that  was  to  flow  from  India 
into  this  country. 

As  to  the  (late  of  the  war  he  maintained,  that  now  it  was  a 
procraftinated  one :  it  could  not  be  viewed  in  any  other  light, 
fmce  the  avowed  purpofe  for  which  it  was  commenced,  was 
now  changed,  and  with  refpe£  to  its  continuance  the  profpe£fc 
was  indeed  very  dreary.  We  (hould  not  have  even  the  fame 
means  as  we  had  laft  year  to  carry  it  on.  We  (hould  want  pro- 
vi  lions,  and  we  (hould  meet  with  many  difficulties  of  which 
gentlemen  in  this  country  had  no  idea.  An  examination  of  lo- 
cal circumftances,  would  (hew  the  prodigious  difadvantages  to 
which  we  are  expofed  in  the  courfe  of  this  war.  He  took  no- 
tice of  many  parts  of  the  correQ>ondence,  and  particularly  thp 
letter  of  Lord  Cornwallis  to  the  Nizam,  dated  the  7th  of  July, 
1789,  which  amounted,  he  maintained,  to  all  intents  and  pur* 
pofes  to  a  treaty,  but  which  the  whole  ftate  of  our  political  in- 
terett  in  India  was  altered,  and  from  which  proceeded  the  whole 
of  the  calamities  which  this  country  is  doomed  ultimately  to 
fuffer  from  this  war. 

The  effeS  of  the  war,  he  maintained,  even  fuppofing  us  to 
fucceed,  would  be,  that  other  powers,  feeing  that  reftlefs 
ambition  by  which  we  were  continually  led  to  increafe  our  do- 
minion, our  treachery  in  friendfhip,  our  infolence  in  fuccefs, 
would  apply  to  France  for  alliance ;  and  if  that  alliance  was 
formed,  our  intereft  in  that  part  of  the  world  would  foon  be  at 
an  end. 
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He  concluded  with  moving,  "  That  a  negociation  between 
g€  the  Britifli  Government  and  the  Nizam,  tending  to  deprive 
**  Tippoo  of  any  part  of  his  poflefiions,  unprovoked  on  his 
**  part,  muft  naturally  create  fufpicions  in  his  mind  unfavour- 
44  able  to  the  reputation  of  the  Nizam,  and  the  character  of 
41  the  Britifh  Government  in  India.' ' 

41  That  the  letter  of  Earl  Cornwallis  to  the  Nizam  had  in 
?  view  the  carrying  into  full  effeft  the  treaty  of  1768  between 
44  the  Nizam  and  the  Company,  by  the  10th  article  of  which 
4i  the  Company  were  to  be  put  into  poflTeffion  of  great  part  of 
tf  the  M yfore  dominions,  paying  a  pelhcufh  to  the  Nizam, 
41  and  by  the  nth  article  of  which  the  Company  engage  to  pay 
41  regularly,  and  annually,  the  ufual  choute  to  the  Mahrattas, 
€(  provided  the  Mahrattas  guarantee  to  them  the  poileilion  of 
44  thofe  dominions,  but  the  execution  of  which  treaty  had 
*'  been  unclaimed  for  upwards  of  twenty  years." 

tl  That  it  appears,  from  the  Military  Confultations,  12th 
€€  Auguft,  1788,  that  the  objefi  which  the  Madras  Govern- 
44  ment  had  in  view,  by  fending  a  military  force  to  the  Tra- 
44  vancore  country,  was  to  have  them  ftationed  in  the  place 
44  from  whence  they  eould,  with  the  greateft  eafe  and  expe- 
44  dition,  invade  Tippoo's  dominions.' ' 

44  That  it  appears  that  the  refources  of  Bengal,  even  at  the 
"  beginning  of  the  prefent  war,  were  fo  exhaufted,  by  various 
44  drains,  through  a  long  feries  of  fucceflive  years,  as  to  be 
*'  perfeftly  incompetent  to  fupport  the  expences  of  a  war,  for 
41  any  length  of  time,  without  being  reduced  to  the  greateft 
44  extremity  of  diftrefs,  and  that,  by  the  length  of  the  war, 
44  that  diftrefs  has  already  taken  place." 

Mr.  GREY  feconded  the  motions. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  that  the  ftrong  prejudices  that  had  fo 
deeply  entered  into  his  mind  againft  the  whole  of  our  fyftem 
in  India,  had  difgufted  him  fo  much,  that  he  never  of  late 
years  took  a  view  of  Indian  fubjefts,  except  when  he  found 
them  connefted  with  the  conftitutional  interefts  of  Great  Bri^ 
tain.  He  apprehended,  from  what  he  had  heard  to-night,  that 
Lord  Cornwallis  was  the  fole  objeft  of  thofe  refolutions.  It 
was  imputed  to  that  noble  Lord,  that  he  had  views  different 
from  the  former  purpofes  for  which  the  war  was  commenced. 
That  noble  Lord  had  hitherto  the  character  of  a  perfon  of  plain, 
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direfl,  {incere  views.  When  it  was  imputed  to  fuch  a  man, 
that  he  is  engaged  in  a  fyftem  of  fraud  and  duplicity,  of  crooked 
indirect  policy,  he  owned  he  wifhcd  to  examine  the  evidence 
on  which  fuch  an  accufation  was  founded,  and  therefore  he 
had  read  the  papers  brought  forward.  He  had  looked  into  the 
evidence  referred  to  ;  he,  had  confidered  them  with  much  at- 
tention, and  could  not  help  drawing  conclufions  diametrically 
oppofite  to  thofe  drawn  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  He 
begged  leave,  when  he  faid  this,  to  proteft  againft  the  prin- 
ciple of  our  fyftem  in  India ;  he  was  only  fpeaking  of  the 
condu6t  of  Lord  Cornwallis  in  the  courfe  of  this  war.  He 
thought  that  evciy  drop  of  blood  that  was  fpilt,  every  (hilling 
that  was  fpent  in  India,  was  totally  a  lofs  to  this  country, 
without  having  afforded  us  in  return  even  fo  much  as  a  diftant 
hope  or  profpect  of  compenfation.  He  agreed,  that  Lord 
Cornwallis  was  refponfible  for  the  whole  of  this  meafure  ;  if 
there  was  any  criminality  in  this  cafe,  Lord  Cornwallis  cer- 
tainly was  the  criminal;  at  lead  he  was  the  principal,  and 
Government  were  only  acceflbries  after  the  fa£t.  If  the  re- 
fponfibility  were  to  be  fixed  on  Government,  he  thought  he 
faw  ground  of  exculpation  in  fome  parts  of  their  conduct  in 
this  affair,  and  of  complete  approbation  in  chers.  The  whole 
fource  of  our  calamity,  with  refpeft  to  Indh,  he  attributed  to 
an  unpleafant  and  unavoidable  neceffity,  TK  firft  and  pri- 
mary of  all  the  evils  to  v.hich  this  country  was  fubjeft,  was 
our  Afiatic  dominion,  and  this  would  continue  to  be  the  cafe 
with  all  Europe,  as  long  as  Europe  ftiali  continue  to  rank  it- 
felf  as  a  pofTeflbr  of  dominion  in  the  Eaft.  We  (hould  never 
have  any  fecurity  for  the  permanency  of  their  fyftem,  unlefs 
they  (hould  be  able  to  infpire  all  India  with  views  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  Europe.  Jf  they  proje&ed  hoftilities  againft  us,  it 
would  be  in  vain  that  we  pretended  to  fay  we  could,  or  that 
we  (hould  attempt  to  (ecure  our  poiTeflions  in  India.  There  was 
a  fpirit  in  Tippoo  to  difturb  us,  and  we  had  not  means  to  pre- 
vent him. 

It  was  true  that  our  inteiferencewas  to  avenge  an  irifulton 
our  allies.  They  were  in  that  charadler  entitled  to  our  pro- 
tection. Many  were  the  difappointments  to  which  the  con- 
ductor of  a  war  was  fubjed,  but  the  moft  bitter  of  them  all, 
was  that  of  being  cenfured  when  he  might  have  a  right  t* 
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claim  praife.  On  former  occafions,  gentlemen  had  fpoken 
much  againft  praife  by  anticipation;  they  had  faid,  "  Wait 
"  until  you  hear  of  fuccefs,  before  you  give  your  approbation 
"  of  the  conduit  of  Lord  Cornwallis."  The  fame  principle 
taught  us  that  we  fliould  not  prematurely  condemn.  He  de- 
nied, however,  that  the  acquifition  of  dominion,  or  the  de- 
ftru&ion  of  Tippoo,  was  now  the  caufe  of  our  continuing  the 
war,  but  it  might  be  the  effeft  of  it.  He  confidered  this  as 
a  direft  charge  againft  Lord  Cornwallis ;  not  indeed  upon 
his  chara&er,  but  upon  the  me  a  fu  res  of  Lord  Cornwallis. 
He  confefled  he  faw  no  propriety  in  the  mode  of  carrying  on 
thefe  refolutions,  fuppofing  the  charge  to  be  well-founded ; 
for  admitting  the  conduit  of  Lord  Cornwallis  to  be  as  cen- 
furable  as  he  thought  it  praife-worthy,  then  the  firft  ftep  that 
fliould  be  taken  would  be  a  motion  to  recal  Lord  Cornwallis. 
If  any  honourable  gentleman  thought  him  unfit  to  carry  on  the 
war  in  India,  he  fliould  move,  that  the  Houfe  fliould  tell  him 
fo,  and  fend  for  him  home,  firft  to  hear  the  accufation,  and 
then  make  his  anfwer.  He  faw  many  grounds  of  objection  to 
the  difcufling  of  this  queftion  at  this  time.  In  the  firft  place, 
when  Lord  Cornwallis,  or  any  part  of  his  conduit,  was  at- 
tacked, no  perfon  in  this  country  could  poflibly  poflefs  the 
means  of  making  a  proper  defence  for  him.  How  could  any 
gentleman  know  the  mode  in  which  he  had  defended  Lord 
Cornwallis  would  be  the  mode  which  he  would  have  defended 
himfelf  ?  How  could  it  be  afcertained  that  the  ground  any  gen- 
tleman fliould  take  in  his  favour  was  the  ground  on  which  he 
would  have  refled  his  defence  ?  He  then  took  notice  of  the  , 
letter  in  queftion,  and  protefted  he  could  not  regard  it  in  the 
light  of  a  treaty,  or  any  thing  like  a  treaty.  The  perfon  to 
whom  it  was  addreffed,  he  believed,  did  not  fo  regard  it,  and 
he  was  not  defirous  of  viewing  it  with  a  more  piercing,  or  fcru- 
tinizing  eye,  than  the  perfon  to  whom  it  was  written.  He 
took  notice  alfo  of  other  obfervations  made  on  the  opening  of 
thisf'  fubjeft,  and  faw  no  reafon  whatever  to  agree  with  any  of 
them :  after  urging  his  feveral  objeitions,  he  concluded  with 
faying,  that  he  felt  himfelf,  from  a  view  of  the  obfervations  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  the  refolutions  he  recomrtiended 
to  the  Houfe,  bound  to  give  a  diftinit  negative  to  them  all. 
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Major  MAITLAND  obferved,  that  notwithftanding  the 
high  chara&er  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  he 
could  not  help  regarding  his  oppofition  in  this  fubje£t  with  lefs 
dread,  as  he  had  confefled  he  feldom  read  any  documents  which 
relate  to  our  affairs  in  India ;  had  he  given  himfelf  the  trouble 
of  reading  the  letter  to  the  end — 

The  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  in  cafes  like  the  prefent,  a 
reply  was  an  indulgence  which  the  Houfe  feldom  withheld  from 
an  honourable  Member  who  made  a  motion  ;  but  he  wiflied 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  obferve,*  that  if  he  proceeded  now, 
he  would  wave  the  privilege  of  his  reply. 

Major  MAITLAND  faid,  a  few  words  in  explanation,  as 
didalfo  Mr.  Powys. 

Lord  MORN  INGTON  faid,  he  muft  rife  to  oppofe  the  re- 
folutions moved  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  from  a  recol- 
lefti  ,n  of  what  had  paffed  laft  feffion  on  the  war  in  India  ;  it 
had  then  undergone  a  full  and  fair  difcuflion,  when  refolutions 
fimilarto  the  prefent  had  been  brought  forward ;  they  had  then 
teen  negatived,  and  the  Houfe  had  thought  proper  not  only  to 
refufe  thofe  refolutions,  but  to  adopt  a  counter  declaration* 
which  was  entered  upon  tbeir  journals  ;  this  declaration  ftated 
the  approbation  of  the  Houfe,  both  as  to  the  origin  and  con- 
duft  of  the  war,  and  he  Could  not  think  that  the  folemn  deci- 
fion  of  laft  year  was  intended  to  remain  a  dead  letter  on  their 
journals,  but  on  the  contrary,  was  meant  to  carry  information 
to  India  that  the  Houfe  and  the  country  were  fatisfied  with  the  ' 
conduct  of  the  war.  In  all  that  had  been  faid  to-night  there 
was  nothing  like  new  ground  ftated,  and  until  there  was,  he 
faw  no  reafon  to  alter  the  opinions  agreed  to  laft  year.  He 
faid,  there  were  two  propofitions,  which  he  expe&ed  to  have 
heard  argued,  before  the  honourable  gentleman  had  moved  his 
firing  of  refolutions ;  the  firft  was,  that  the  origin  of  the  war 
proceeded  from  the  hoftile  difpofition  of  this  country  towards 
Tippoo  Sultan,  a  point  which  no  pains  had  been  taken  to  make 
out,  and  which  no  evidence  that  had  yet  been  brought  forward 
was  competent  to  prove  ;  and  the  other  was,  that  fome  event 
had  occurred  in  the  progrefs  of  the  war,  that  mewed  the  im- 
policy and  injuftice  of  continuing  it.  But  neither  in  the  former 
disunions,  nur  in  all  that  had  been  faid  to-night,  notwith- 
ftanding the  many  obfervations  on  the  letter  of  Lord  Cornwall 
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lis  to  the  Nizam,  7th  of  July  1789,  did  there  appear  to  him 
any  new  ground  of  argument,  or  any  proof  to  eftabliih  the  ho- 
ftile  fyftem  fo  much  complained  of — though  much  had  alfo 
been  faid  about  breach  of  treaties  ;  no  one  breach  of  a  treaty 
had  been  brought  home,  either  to  the  Governors  in  India,  or 
the. Government  at  home.  Our  negociations  in  India  (hewed 
no  hoftile  intention  againft  Tippoo :  and  in  fpeaking  of  the 
treaty  of  1768,  gentlemen  had  forgotten  that  Lord  Cornwallis 
did  not  aft  upon  any  of  the  three  laft  articles  of  that  treaty.  Ho 
.contended  that  his  Lordfhip's  conduct  merited  the  thanks,  in- 
ftead  of  the  cenfure  of  his  country,  and  that  the  papers  on  the 
table  proved,  that  he  had  a£ted  agreeable  to  ex i (ling  laws,  and 
the  eircumftances  at  the  time.  Our  interference  was  juftified 
by  a  fair  conftru&ion  of  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty,  which  he 
thought  was  merely  defenfive ;  and  as  to  the  meafures  that  had 
been  followed  fince,  they  had  his  approbation,  and  as  he  thought 
it  proper  to  judge  of  public  men  by  the  whole  tenor  of  their 
public  conduct ;  and  as  he  could  fee  nothing  like  a  hoftile  fyf- 
tem in  any  thing  that  had  been  done,  he  thought  they  merited 
much  from  the  candour  and  wifdom  of  the  Houfe.  He  faid, 
from  the  papers  on  the  table  might  be  colle&ed  not  only  the  ne- 
ceftity  of  om;  avenging  an  infult  and  outrage  committed  againft 
our  ally,  the  Rajah  of  Travancore,  but  likewife  our  reluct- 
ance, after  all,  in  going  to  war  with  Tippoo.  This  Tippoo 
knew  as  well  as  they  did,  and  as  to  any  terms  of  peace  being 
propofed,  or  what  they  were,  he  could  not  argue  upon  them, 
becaufe  he  did  not  know  of  any.  We  had  already  decided  that 
the  war  was  juft  in  its  origin,  and  if  fo,  it  muft  be  juft  in  its 
continuance,  till  the  objeft  of  it  is  accompli (hed.  In  all  pro- 
bability, another  campaign  has  ended  the  war,  foe  it  was  not 
likely  that  Lord  Cornwallis  would  have  the  fame  difficulties  to 
encounter,  that  prevented  his  Complete  fuccefs  in  the  laft.  The 
Nizam's  troops  had  joined  him.  It  was  not  probable  that  the 
monfoons  would  come  on  a  month  fooner  than  the  ufual  time 
as  laft  year,  and  our  general  fitu^tion  was  as  much  in  our  fa- 
vour, as  it  was  againft  Tippoo.  He  was  furrounded  in  a  nar- 
row country,  and  deprived  of  all  relief  and  afliitance  from  any 
other  ;  had  we  not,  therefore,  reafon  to  look  forward  with  the 
hopes  of  a  fpeedy  termination  to  the  war,  and  though  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  country  was  not  eafily  dejedtcd,    was  i}  not  highly 
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improper  in  that  Houfe  to  depreciate  our  fuccefles,  and  calum- 
niate our  victories.  He  dated  what  he  thought  might  be  the 
confequence  of  the  accounts  arriving  in  India,  that  the  condud 
of  the  army  and  government  there  was  rather  cenfured  than 
approved  in  that  Houfe ;  the  neceflary  confequences  of  voting 
fuch  refolutions,  would  only  be  to  (hake  the  faith  of  their  al- 
lies, to  encourage  their  enemies,  and  to  difcourage  their 
friends.  If  it  (hould  happen  that  the  refolutions  arrived  in  In- 
dia, immediately  after  a  glorious  and  fuccefsful.  campaign, 
what  a  mortification  would  they  prove  to  their  General  ?  And 
what  could  be  a  greater  fatisfa&ion  to  him  on  his  return  home, 
than  to  find  that  his  vcondu£  had  been  honoured  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  But  if  the  refolutioris 
were  voted,  would  he  then  meet  the  honours  of  a  triumph  on 
his  return  to  England  ?  No.  The  refolutions  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  though  couched  in  refpe&ful  terms,  were  moft 
weighty  charges,  and  moft  mortifying,  and  difgraceful  impu- 
tations of  cenfure.  His  Lordfhip  after  farther  argument,  con- 
cluded by  faying,  that  if  peace,  as  was  extremely  probable, 
was  by  this  time  effected,  the  motions  were  nugatory  ;  and  if 
peace  was  not  effe&ed,  they  might  be  pernicious.  He  there- 
fore would  give  them  his  negative,  unlefs  amended  fo  as  to  ex- 
prefs  a  different  fenfe. 

General  SMITH  argued  againft  the  motion.  The  General 
contended,  that  there  was  nothing  offenfive  in  the  noble  Lord's 
letter.  That  the  conduft  of  Tippoo  had  been,  from  his  ac- 
cefliorj  to  the  Myfore  government,  evidently  marked  with  a 
rooted  hatred  to  the  Britifti ;  and  that  for  the  laft  four  years,  his 
views  and  his  a  els  had  been  uniformly  hoftile  :  he  wifhed  gen- 
tlemen to  recoiled!;  the  embafly  to  France,  where,  as  was  ge- 
nerally known,  a  treaty  had  been  agitated  for  the  extirpation 
of 'the  Britifh  from  India.  Immediately  after  Tippoo's  Am- 
baflTadors  left  the  Court  of  Versailles,  Pondicherry  was  ordered 
to  be  evacuated.  The  Rajah  of  Travancore,  he  could  fay, 
from  an  experience  of  forty  years,  had  never  attempted  to  pafs 
his  lines.  The  General  faid,  be  confidered  the  attack  made 
by  Tippoo  pn  the  Travancore  lines,  to  have  been  a  fortunate, 
.circumltance  for  this  country  ;  for  in  a  very  (hort  time,  by  the 
works  he  was  carrying  on,  but  which  he  had  not  finifhed,  he 
would  not  only  have  been  an  overmatch  for  us,  but  for  the 
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formidable  league  by  which  he  was  now  borne  down.  The 
conduct  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  commencing  the  war  on  ac- 
count of  this  attack,  he  thought  not  only  to  be  juft,  but  a 
mafter-piece  of  policy  ;  and  fo  far  from  being  ready  to  cenfure 
his  Lordfhip,  by  agreeing  to  the  motions  before  the  Houfe,  he 
faid  he  was  ready  to  declare,  that  there  did  not  appear  in  the 
whole  of  his  Lordihip's  conduct  in  India  a  Tingle  aft  deroga- 
tory to  the  good  faith,  to  the  honour,  or  the  dignity  of  his 
country.  The  General  faid  he  had  been  the  firft  Britifh  offi- 
cer that  entered  the  Myfore  country  ;  that  Tippoo  was  now 
almoft  furrounded  by  our  forces,  and  thofe  of  our  allies ;  and 
that  he  had  fcarcely  a  profpecl:  of  fuccefs.  He  concluded  by 
faying,  that  he  trufted  and  believed,  from  refpeftable  authority, 
that  Seringapatam  had  been  in  poiTeffion  of  the  Britifh  arms 
upwards  of  two  mbnths. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  faid,  if  charaaers  were  to  be  in- 
troduced into  fuch  difcuffion,  when  meafures  were  the  objects 
of  inquiry,  no  righf  would  be  left  to  the  Houfe  either  to  in- 
veftigate  conduct,  or  to  condemn  meafures.  If  the  war  pro- 
ceeded from  a  hoftile  fyftem,  if  it  was  unjuft  in  its  origin,  it 
muft  be  equally  fo  in  its  continuance  and  refult ;  and  if  it  mi- 
litated againft  the  Britifh  interefts  in  India  and  at  home,  all 
which  he  believed  to  be  the  cafe,  his  honourable  friend *s  refo- 
lutions  were  not  in  any  point  of  view  nugatory ;  and  how 
they  could  be  pernicious,  no  one  reafon  had  been  afligned.  He 
ftated,  that  the  abfurdity  and  impropriety  of  our  conduct  had 
lhaken  all  faith  in  our  alliances,  and  recurred  to  the  two  laft 
Gazettes  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Board  of  Control,  from  which  he  drew  fuch  inferences  as  war- 
ranted him  to  call  thofe  very  Gazettes  a  libel  on  our  Indian  al- 
lies ;  as  to  the  Nizam,  were  we  not  told  there  that  he  was  a 
knave,  and  a  coward,  and  had  acted  to  us  as  fuch ;  and  did 
we  not  know,  that  the  fole  intent  of  his  giving  us  afliftance, 
was  to  fhare  in  the  plunder  which  our  unjuft  depredations 
might  obtain.  He  contended,  in  reply  to  the  noble  Lord,  that 
we  had  certainly  purfued  an  hoftile  fyftem,  and  that  all  our 
views  had  been  the  extenfion  of  territory,  and  acquifition  of 
plunder ;  although  it  had  long  fince  been  agreed  on  all  hands, 
that  this  was  the  moft  improper  caufe  for  war.  As  to  the 
Rajah  ofTravancore,  it  feeraed  to  be  the  opinion,  that  if  h« 
'  Vol.  XXXII.  O 
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chofe  to  fnpport  the  Dutch  in  the  poffeflion  of  thofe  forts,  we 
were  bound  to  fnpport   him.     And  pray,  what  does  Tippoo 
aflc?    Nothing,  but  that  thofe  forts  may  be  reftored  to  their 
proper  owners  ;  he  never  wiflied  to  have  them,  in  order  to  in- 
creafe  his  own  power,  but  merely  that  things  might  remain 
juft  as  they  were.     Gentlemen  who  had  argued  thus  contented 
themfelves  with  the  bare  right  which  the  Dutch  had  to  fell, 
and  the  Rajah  to  buy,  thofe   forts.     But  he  would  aflc,  if 
Great  Britain  was  to  fell  Gibraltar,  whether  it  could  be  fup- 
pofed  a  matter  of  indifference  to  Spain  ?   befides,  Tippoo  had 
claims  upon   thofe  forts,    which   ftill  remain   unfettled  ;   al- 
though thofe  claims  had  been  eftablifhcd,  and  it  had  been  al- 
lowed that  they  had  been  at  different  periods  tributary  to  him, 
a  circumftance  which  they  feemed  to  think  not  worth  inquiry  ; 
this  was  juft  the  fame  as  if  one  man  was  to  fell  an  eftate  to 
another,  without  either  telling  that  it  was  liable  to  any  debts, 
or  allowing  the  lead  inquiry  to  be  made  about  their  amount. — 
It  had  been  dated  that  the  caufe  of  the  war  arofe  from  Tippoo 
Jiaving  attacked  our  ally.     If  fo,  was  it  not  fufficient  that  he 
denied  that  attack,  and  offered  to  refer  to  arbitration  his  claims 
upon  the  Rajah  of  Travancore  ?    In  fhort,  there  was  neither 
moderation  nor  juftice  in  our  fyftem  ;  our  only  views  feemed 
to  be  ambition  and  rapine,  which  we  were  encouraged  to  per- 
fill  in,  upon  a  fuppofition  of  our  fuperior  power  and  flrength. 
As  to  the  article  which  made  the  treaty  a  partition  treaty,  it 
ought  to  have  been  ftruck  01K  :  the  law  of  nations  entitled  him 
to  fay,  after:  concluding  a  peace  with  any  Power,  whatever 
partition  treaty  might  have  exifted  previoufly,  was  then  vir- 
tually put  an  end  to.     Would  any  man  in  this  country  juftify 
proceedings  upon  the  partition  treaty  with  France,  framed  in 
•    King  William's  time  ?  Certainly  not ;  all   fuch  treaties  had 
only  a  tendency  to  create  jealoufy,  and  ought  never  to  be  re- 
vived ;  and  if  Lord  Cornwallis  had  no  power  to  execute  fuch 
a  treaty,  why  did  he,  merely  that  he  might  fecure  the  Nizam 
and  the  Mahrattas  ?  we  fhall  have  to  give  the  firft  for  his  affift- 
ance  a  pefhcufti,  and  to  the  others  their  chout.     Having  ar- 
gued this  point,  he  came  to   the  treaty  of  1790,  which,  he 
thought,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  an  offenfive  one,  and  formed 
upon  the  f)ftem  of  catch  who  catch  can.     He  then  adverted  to 
our  treaty  of  1788  with  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  and  ftated 
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the  abfurdity  of  our  fituation :  there  we  could  not  go  to  war 
with  Tippoo  without  breaking  our  treaty  with  that  Prince,  and 
this  was  the  pure,  fimple,  moderate  fyftem  ;  and  all  that  was 
faid  on  this  head  was,  that  we  had  made  an  abfurd  treaty,  and 
muft  break  it,  becaufe  we  were  bunglers  in  making  it.  The 
ufury  and  rapacity  of  our  fervants  in  the  Carnatic  was  given  as 
a  reafon  for  feizing  upon  the  country  from  the  Nabob,  in  the 
iame  manner  as  if  they  were  now  delired  to  frame  a  law  againft 
ufury  in  this  country,  they  were  to  anfwer,  No — let  us  take 
the  eftates  of  thofe  that  are  fufferers  into  our  own  hands*  and 
then  they  will  have  nothing  to  complain  of.  This  was  exactly^ 
the  cafe  ;  and  furely  fo  abfurd  a  mode  of  reafoning  could  never 
be  allowed  to  juftify  a  fyftem  of  rapacity  and  injuftice;  nay  ra- 
ther placed  in  a  more  flagrant  point  of  view  that  conduS  which 
it  was  brought  tD  defend. 

General  SMITH,  in  explanation,  denied  that  he  had  faid 
the  war  was  a  war  of  policy.     • 
Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  explained. 

Colonel  PHIPPS  began  with  obferving,  that  after  having 
paid  a  juft  compliment  to  his  noble  friend  near  him,  for  his 
very  mafterly  fpeech,  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  juft 
«fat  down,  had  declared,  that  although  it  was  difficult  to  equal 
that  fpeech,  it  was  eafy  to  follow  it  in  reply ;  but  in  the  courfe 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeaking,  he  had  totally  forgot 
to  make  good  this  affertion,  not  having  replied  to  any  one  of 
the  many  arguments  which  his  noble  friend  had  fo  forcibly 
urged.  Having  made  this  remark,  he  proceeded  to  examine 
the  truth  of  the  pofitions  laid  down  by  Mr.  Anftruther,  and 
with  regard  to  the  condu&  of  Tippoo  and  the  Rajah  of  Tra- 
vancore  previous  to  the  attack  made  upon  the  lines  of  the  latter 
by  Tippoo  ;  he  faid,  it  reminded  him  of  the  old  fable^which 
they  had  all  heard  of  long  ago,  viz.  that  of  the  Wolf  and  the 
Lamb.  He  enumerated  the  various  and  unreafonable  demands 
made  one  after  another  on  the  Rajah  by  Tippoo,  till  at  the  laft 
the  Rajah  had  informed  Tippoo,  *  that  he  would  apply  to  the 
Britifh  Government  to  defire  them  to  ftate  what  line  of  con- 
duct he  ought  to  purfue  in  confequence  of  Tippoo's  ultimate 
requifition  \  and  while  this  negotiation  was  in  progrefs,  Tip- 
poo had  moft  unjuftifiably  attacked  the  Rajah's  lines,  and  had 
afterwards  the  effrontery  to  proclaim  the  Rajah  the  aggrefTor. 

O  2, 
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With  regard  to  Seringapatam,  the  Colonel  faid,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  would  have  had  a  complete  vi&ory,  but  that  the  ele- 
ments fought  againfl  him.  He  declared,  that  he  had  every 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  "war  would  prove  fuccefsful,  and 
concluded  with  propofing  various  amendments  to  fome  of  the 
motions,  ftating  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  mould  give  a  direft 
negative  to  fuch  others  as  could  not  be  amended  fo  as  to  meet 
his  conception  of  what  ought  to  ftand  on  their  journals  on  the 
lubjeft. 

The  firfl  and  fecond  refolutions  thus  amended  were  carried. 
When  the  third  was  read, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  explained  to  the  Houfe,  that  the 
amendments  were  purpofely  defigned  to  give  the  refolutions  a 
dire&ly  oppofite  tendency  to  their  original  fenfe. 

Major  MAITLAND  rofe,  as  foon  as  the  queftion  on  Co- 
lonel Phipps's  amendment  on  the  third  resolution  was  put,  to 
make  a  few  obfervations  on  what  had  been  faid,  in  reference  to 
his  arguments,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  ;  and  firft  he  recur- 
red to  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Powys,  declaring  that  refpedlable  as 
the  charafter  of  that  gentleman  was,  he  was  inclined  to  confix 
der  what  had  fallen  from  him  that  day,    as  having  but  little 
weight,  fince  he  had  begun  with  declaring,  that  whenever  In- 
dian queftions  were  to  be  difcufled,  he  had  ftudioufly  abfented 
himfelf  from  his  duty  in  that  Houfe,  and  that  he  had  only  been 
led  toconfider,  and  examine  the  fubjeft  that  had  been  agitated 
that  day,   -by  perfonal  motives,    and  by  his  regard  for  Lord 
Cornwallis.     He  had  himfelf,  the  Major  faid,  as  much  regard 
and  afteem  for  the  private  character  and  virtues  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis as  any  man,  but  in  the  opening  of  his  fpeech  he  had  par- 
ticularly guarded  againfl  the  mifconflru&ion  of  applying  what 
he  fhould  fay  relative  to  the  public  conduft  of  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis to  his  perfonal  charadler.     It  was  the  meafures  that  noble 
Lord  had  purfued  relative  to  the  war  in  India,    and  nothing" 
elfe,  that  he  had  arraigned  ;   and  thus  far,  he  conceived,  every 
Member  of  that  Houfe  was  at  liberty  to  confider  them  in  the 
light  in  which  they  appeared  to  himfelf.     He  reminded  the 
Houfe  that  on  a  former  occafion  he  had  complained  of  the 
want  of  confiftency  in  the  fcheme  of  the  war  ;   the  fentiments 
on  that  fubjed,  which  he  then  profeffed,  he  declared,  he  fti!l 
.  entertained.    They  would  rec^lleS,   that  we  had  carried  on 
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the  war  in  India  for  two  campaigns,   up  to  the  period  of  our 
laft  advices.     In  the  firft  campaign  General  Meadows  had 
marched  the  army  into  the  Coimbatore  country,  and  taken  pof- 
feflion  of  it ;  whereas  when  Lord  Cornwallis  came  down  from 
Bengal,  inftead  of  looking  to  the  obje&  that  General  Meadows 
had  looked  to,  inftead  of  gqing  to  Coimbatore,  and  carrying 
on  the  war  according  to  the  obvious  intentitfn  of  General  Mea- 
dows, he  ordered  the  army  i>ack  to  the  very  fpot  it  had  fet  out 
from  in  the  Carnatic,  and  carried  on  the  war  in  another  quarter, 
penetrating  the  Myfore  country,  and  proceeding  upon  an  en- 
tire new  fcheme.     Major  fyfaitland  commented  on  that  part 
of  Lord  Cornwallis's  letter  which  dated  that  the  Nizam's  troops 
had  fallen  upon  his  line,    and  interrupted  hfs  progrefs.     He 
had  a  letter  from  the  officer  who  ought  beft  to  know  the  fact, 
that  the  Nizam's  troops  behaved  with  the  mod  perfect  propri- 
ety ;   that  they  did  not  break  in  upon  Lord  Cornwall  iss  line, 
but  that  his  Lordlhip  himfelf  fuddenly  halted,  and  thus  occa- 
fioned  fome  little  confufion.     With  regard  to  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis's  failure  at  Seringapatam,    it  had  not   been  owing  to  tho 
fudden  fetting  in  of  the  Moafoon,  as  had  been  ftated,  but  to  a 
very  different  caufe,  the  want  of  provifions ;    and  it  was,  he 
faid,  a'difgrace  to  theBritifh  arms,  that  the  troops  under  Lord 
Cornwallis  mould  have  fuffered  fo  much  from  famine,  which 
prevailed,    according  to  all  accounts,    to  a  dreadful  degree 
1  amidft  our  army,    when  the  laft  difpatches  came  from  India, 
The  Major  took  notice  of  Captain  Bennarman's  letter,    and 
faid,    it  was  not  evident  that  our  troops  had  marched  into  the 
Travancore  country,  with  the  confent,  much  lefs  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Rajah,  and  it  was  rather  probable  that  they  had 
not.     The  Major  fpoke  of  the  ruin  of  our  affairs  in  India,  and 
faid,  he  had  Lord  Cornwallis's  own  authority  for  the  declara- 
tion, fince  his  Lordfhip  hadexprefsly  ftated  in  his  letter  home* 
that  he  fhould  pufh  for  Seringapatam,  becaufe  he  forefaw  th^t 
the  procraftination  of  the  war  would  aggravate  the  expences  of 
it  fo  enormoufly,  as  to  prove  ruinous  to  the  Company's  afFair$ 
In  India. 

Mr.  PYBUS  rofe  to  take  notice  of  what  had  fallen  from  Ma- 
jor Maitland,   relative  to  Captain  Bannerman's  letter,  and  to 
fpeak  to  the  origin  of  the  war.     He  obferved  that  the  war  had 
been  provoked  by  Tippoo,  who,,  although  he  knew  the  Rajah 
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of  Travancore  had  fent  an  application  to  Madras,  to  confult 
the  Englifh  Government  how  he  fhould  act  in  confequence  of 
fomc  demands  made  upon  him  by  Tippoo,  would  not  wait  for 
the  anfwer,  but  even  before  the  application  could  have  reached 
Madras,  attacked  the  Rajah's  lines.  With  regard  to  our  troops 
having  entered  the  Travancore  country,  it  was  a  matter  of  no- 
toriety that  they  entered  it  with  the  Rajah's  full  confent,  and  at 
his  exprefs  requifition. 

.  Major  MAITLAND  in  reply  faid,  he  fliould  rather  think 
our  troops  entered  the  Travancore  country  without  the  Rajah's 
confent,  becaufe  Captain  Bannerman  dated  his  letter  frpm  a 
Dutch  fettlement. 

%Mr,  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  fo  little  of  new  argument, 
had  been  advanced,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  topics  touched 
on  by  the  honourable  Major  had  been  fo  ably  and  fo  fully  re- 
plied to  by  his  noble  friend  behind  him,  and  by  other  honour- 
able friends  of  his,  that  the  Houfe,  he  was  perfuaded,  wouloj, 
have  reafon  to  be  difatisRed  if  he  were  to  enter  into  any  long 
confideration  of  the  fuhjecL  He  would  therefore  only  make  a 
few  obfervations  on  particular  points  not  fufficiently  explained, 
and  indeed  what  had  principally  Called  him  up,  was  what  had 
fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman  in  his  reply,  relative  to 
the  campaign  of  General  Meadows,  and  the  blame  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  caft  on  that  able 
and  abfent  officer.  He  was  perfectly  aware,  that  he  was  not 
competent  to  difcufs  the  merits  of  a  campaign  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  over  the  way  ;  men  like  himfelf,  who  had  not 
been  bred  to  the  military  profeflion,  in  difcufling  a  fubjeft  of 
that  fort,  muft  reft  on  authority  ;  but  thus  far  common  fenfe, 
and  fair  conftruction,  enabled  him,  as  well  as  any  other  man, 
to  form  an  opinion  of  the  general  efFedi  of  a  campaign,  how- 
ever ill  qualified  he,  or  any  other  man  uninformed  of  military 
matters,  might  be,  to  difcufs  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of 
the  particular  n;ovements  and  marches  that  had  taken  place  in 
the  courfe  of  it.  He  made  no  fcruple,  on  this  ground,  to 
declare  that  he  attributed  much  of  the  fuccefles  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  to  the  previous  campaign  of  General  Meadows.  In 
that  campaign,  General  Meadows  got  poffeffion  of  the  whole 
of  the  Coimbatore  country,  a  country  as  rich  and  fertile  as  any 
one  diftrift  in  India. 
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By  pofleffing  ourfelves  of  the  Coimbatore  country*  we 
had  obtained  pofleflion  of  all  the  ftrong-holds  and  granaries 
which  had  heretofore  proved  of  fuch  infinite  importance  to 
Tippoo  Sultan.    A  better  proof  of  its  importance  to  Tip- 
poo  need  not  be  given,  than  the  circumftance,  that  diftrefled 
as  he  was,  he  had  made  a  bold  attempt  to  obtain  a  repoffef- 
fion  of  Coimbatore.    He  did  not  contend  that  the  campaign 
of  General  Meadows  was  warranted  one  way  or  the  other, 
but  he  muft  contend  that  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  taking  a  diffe- 
rent road,  did  not  mean  any  cenfure  of  General  Meadows. 
The  latter,  he  was  perfuaded,   had  not  conceived  offence, 
as  if  by  departing  from  his  place,  any  imputation  had  been 
intended  upon  himfelf,   but  Jhewed  a  greater  and  a  nobler 
mind  in  applauding  Lord  Cornwallis.     The  language  of 
General  Meadows  was,  "  I  was  pleafed  with  my  own  cam- 
"  paign;  I  am  pleafed  likewife  with  the  campaign  of  Lord 
P  Cornwallis."    There  was  nothing  extraordinary,  the  two 
campaigns  being  made  under  different  circum  dances,    that 
they  fhould  be  marked  with  different  features.     He  defired 
however  that  no  invidious  attempt  might  be  made  to  create 
a  difference  between  fuch  gallant  and  deferving  officers  at 
Lord  Cornwallis  and  General  Meadows.     He  took  notice 
of  Mr.  Anftruther's  declaration  that  we  wi(hed  to  eftahliih 
a  fyftem  of  military  defpotifm  in  India.   When  the  honour- 
able gentleman  talked  of  a  fyftem  of  military  defpotifm,  he 
wifhed  he  had  given  fome  definition  of  the  words,  fo  as  to 
have  enabled  the  Houfe  clearly  to  underftand  his  meaning. 
For  his  part,  the  only  conftrufliqn  he  could  affix  to  the    - 
words  military  defpotifm,  was  when  a  country  was  governed 
by  martial  law.     Was  that  the  cafe  in  India?    No  fuch 
thing;    they  had  eftablifhed  a  regular  fyftem  of  juflice,  to 
prote&  every  rank  of  people  in  their  rights;  and  the  inter- 
nal profperitv  of  the  country  was  a  proof  that  a  very  differ* 
ent  fyftem  of  Government  prevailed  there.     What  regula- 
tion was  there,    he  would  gladly  know,  that  could  add  to 
the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  the  people  of  India  which  they 
had  neglf-fled  to  apply  to  that  country?  If  there  was  a  fyf- 
tem of  military  defpotifm,  it  was  a  moft  myfterious  fyftem, 
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a  perfe&  fecret,  a  fort  of  doing  that  with  the  right  hand  of 
which  the  left  knew  nothing.  With  regard  to  the  fyftem  of 
the  Britifh  Government  in  India,  he  muft  once  more  repeat 
what  he  had  faid  again  and  again,  that  it  was  a  fyftem  of 
peace  in  which  the  utmoft  care  was  ohferved  to  avoid 
any  thing  like  an  attack  upon  any  of  the  Princes  in  India 
our  neighbours;  a  determined  refolution  to  abflain  from 
aiming  at  objects  of  aggrandizement  and  ambition,  and  a 
ftrifit  attention  to  add  to  the  comforts  of  the^eople,  and 
promote  the  profperity  of  the  country.  JThat  fuch  was 
our  fyftem,  the  Princes  of  India  well  knew,  and  they  atfo 
knew,  that  it  had  been  fteadily  adhered  to,  from  the  time 
that  the  refolution  to  that  effect  was  voted  by  the  Houfe, 
on  which  refolution  the  a£t  of  Parliament  was  grounded, 
that  was  pafled  to  give  the  refolution  the  weight,  authority, 
and  efficacy  of  law.  At  the  fame  time,  that  we  determined 
to  preferve  peace  in  India,  we  were  not  debarred,  he  faid, 
from  taking  up  arms  in  defence  of  our  allies,  whenever  our 
allies  were  attacked. 

Upoti  that  principle,  and  no  other,  was  the  prefent  war 
commenced.  He  fp9ke  of  the  ufe  Major  Maitland  had 
made  of  fome  of  the  papers,  which  he  faid  had  been  moved 
for  by  another  gentleman,  and  for  a  very  different  purpofe; 
perhaps  from  motives  of  gallantry  and  politenefs.  He  faid, 
the  Major  ought  to  have  opened  his  intentions  as  to  thofe" 
papers  to  the  Houfe,  that  gentlemen  might  have  been  en- 
abled to  conlider  them  in  that  point  of  view,  and  that  before 
he  left  the  Houfe  that  night,  he  would  move  for  other  pa- 
pers which  would  bring  that  part  of  ihefubjedt  fully  before 
the  Houfe.  With  regard  to  the  taking  the  country  of  Ar- 
cot  and  Tanjore  from  under  the  Government  of  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot  and  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  he  faid,  he  was  ready 
at  that  moment  or  a^iy  other,  to  enter  into  a  full  difcufEon 
of  the  meafure,  profefling  himfelf  as  he  did,  and  ever  had 
done,  to  be  refponfible  for  every  thing  done  in  India,  as  far 
as  related  to  General  Meadows  and  Lord  Cornwallis.  With 
regard  to  the  expences  of  the  war,  the  honourable  Major, 
|ie  ohferved,  had  declared  we  were  ruined  in  India.     If  w$ 
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were  ruined,,  we  were  idly  employed  indeed  in  carrying  on 
a  war,  when  the  objedfc  of  it  was  already  gone.     But  the 
calculation  of  the  honourable  gentleman  as  to  the  expences 
of  the  war,  were  extravagant  and  abfurd  to  the  laft  degree. 
It  was  impoffible  for  him  at  that  time  to  fpeak  particularly 
as  to  the  expences  of  the  war,  but  he  had  no  fcruple  to  de- 
clare, that  he  thought  there  was  nothing  in  the  affairs  of  In- 
dia that  ihould  give  the  lead  alarm  to  that  Houfe.     Certain 
he  was  that  the  amount  of  the  cxpence  hitherto  was  but  a 
trifle,  compared  to  the  ideas  formed  of  it  in  this  country, 
and  that  fa&  he  deduced,  not  only  from  the  beft  public  in- 
formation fent  over  from  India,  but  alfo  from  the  Compa- 
ny's difpatches  and  his  own  letters.     N  ay,  a  ftronger  proof 
tieed  not  be  defired,  than  Sir  Charles  Oakley  having  written 
over  word,    that  when  Lord  Cornwallis  on  his  return  to 
Bangalore,  wzote  to  the  Government  of  Madras,  for  a  fum 
of  money  to  refit  his  army,  and  fupport  them  during  the 
roonfoon,  the  money  w^s  inftantly  furnilhed  him,  and  there 
afterwards  remained  enough  in  the  Treafury  of  Madras, 
for  every  poffible  purpofefor  a  confiderable  time.  The  Ben- 
gal inveftment  this  year,  it  was  true,  had  been  fomewhat 
reduced  on  account  of  the  war,  but  that  the  Madras  inveft- 
ment was  not  only  as  large  as  ufual,  but  fully  equal  to  the 
Company's  orders,  and  as  confiderable  as  ever  it  had  been 
known  to  be  in  times  of  profound  peace.     The  exchange  be- 
tween Bengal  and  Madras,  was  alfo  confiderably  reduced, 
and  the  Coimbatore  country  in  a  date  of  the  higheft  culti- 
vation, no  Britifh  foldier  having  entered  it  fince  February 
laft  year.     Speaking  of  the  Mahrattas,    he  faid,   Scindia 
might,  for  reafons  of  his  own,  choofe  to  pay  refpeS  to  the 
Poonah  Government;  but  he  was  to  all  intents  a  powerful 
and  an  independent  Prince;  and  he  repeated  what  he  had 
once  on  a  former  occafion  faid,  that  there  could  be  no  con- 
federacy,  formed  in  India  againft  the  britifh  power  there, 
from  which  we  had  any  thing  to  dread,  unlefs  Tippoo  Sul- 
tan took  part  in  that  confederacy;  it  became  therefore,  our 
eflential  intereft  not  to  make  peace  but  upon  fuch  terms  aj 
ihould  give  effectual  fecuritv  to  our  pofTeflio.iS  in  India, 
Vol.  XXXII.'  *      P 
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With  regard  to  the  My  (ore  Throne,  if  the  rightful  Rajah 
were  to  fit  upon  it  again,  he  £hou!d  not  envy  him  his 
throne,  provided  he  was  contented  not<to  invade  us,  or  our 
allies.  In  that  cafe  he  fliould  reft  perfectly  fatisfied.  He 
objected  to  Major  Maitland's  having  founded  part  of  the  re- 
solutions on  papers  moved  for  by  another  honourable  Mem- 
ber, vvhofe  motion  was  merely  an  object  of  politenefs  or  gal- 
lantry ;  certainly  far  different  from  the  conclufions  of  the 
honourable  Major,  who  fhould  have  confined  himfelf  to  the 
papers  moved  for  by  himfelf. 

Major  MAITLAND  faid,  he  (hould  take  an  early  op- 
portunity of  bringing  forward  a  difcuffion  on  the  particular 
topics  to  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded, 
and  which  did  not  fall  within  the  extent  of  the  refolutions 
he  had  then  moved.  With  regard  to  the  ufe  he  had  made 
of- fome- of  the  papers,  which  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  complained  of,  he  found  thofe  papers  on  the  table, 
and  on  pefulng  them,  they  gave  him  an  ample  ground  to 
form  the  opinion  he  had  ftated  refpeeling  trnm. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fubmitted  to  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, as  he  talked  of  another  day,  whether  it  would  not 
be  nvore  advifeable  for  him  either  to  wave  the  prefent  mo- 
tion, or  let  the  amendrnent  be  put  upon  it,  and  then  adjourn 
the  debate  to  another  day,  in  order  to  give  his  right  honour- 
able friend  an  opportunity  of  moving  for/  and  producing  the 
neceffary  papers  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

A  (hort  converfation  enfued  on  this  between  Major  Mait- 
land,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Dundas,  the  refult  of 
which  was,  that  the  Major  did  not  chufe  to  wave  his  mo- 
tion. '    * 

Mr.  HIPPISLEY  faid,  that  he  rofe  with  aftonifhment,^ 
to  hear  expreflions  fall  from  a  right  honourable  Secretary, 
fo  little  fuited  to  the  gravity  of  the  cccafion.  Motives  of 
gallantry  and  politenefs  were  very  fhort,  indeed,  of  thofe 
which  had  influenced  him  to  call  for  tbe  production  of 
fome  of  the  papers  on  the  table.  His  object  was,  to  refcue 
the  memory  of  a  much-refpedted  friend  (who,  he  thought, 
had  been  as  dear  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  as  to 
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himfelf)  from  a  fowl  and  mifchievous  calumny.  A  report 
had  been  circulated,  that  the  information  of  the  late  Sir 
Archibald  Campbell  flood  contradicted  by  letters  from  him 
to  Major  Bonnerman.  He  underftoodj  an  honourable 
Member  near  him  believed  this  report  to  be  well  founded, 
and  had  intended'to  move  the  Houfe  in  confequence — that 
he  had  himfelf  received  letters  from  India  mentioning  it. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  he  felt  himfelf  impelled,  by  a 
fenfe  of  duty  to  the  Houfe,  as  well  as  regard  for  the  me- 
mory of  his  friend,  to  be  the  firft  to  bring  it  forward,  and 
by  challenging  the  proof,  to  afcertain  at  once  the  corred- 
nefs  and  confiftency  of  Sir  Archibald  Campbeirs  conduft 
on  this  occafion.  If  fuch  contradictory  letters  could  pof-  * 
iibly  have  exifted,  the  declaration  of  Sir  Archibald  to 
the  Court  of  Directors,  muft  alone  have  been  imputed  to 
the  debility  he  had  long  fuffered,  and  which  might  have 
weakened  his  recollection  :  but  the  faft  wasotherwife,  and 
Sir  Archibald's  declarations  and  conduct  appeared  by  the 
papers  now  produced  to  have  been  uniformly  confiftent  an4 
correct.  Mr.  Hippifley  faid,  it  was  with  greater  furprife 
he  had  heard  fuch  light  expreflions  fall  from  the  right  ho^ 
n  our  able  gentleman,  as  he  had  explained  to  him  fully,  in 
private  communication,  the  ground  of  his  motion.  He  came 
down  to  the  Houfe  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  nature 
of  Major  Maitland's  motions.  If  he  had  feen  him  earlier, 
he  made  no  doubt  but  he  could  have  convinced  his  ho- 
nourable friend,  that  the  conftrucYion  he  had  put  on  Sir 
Archibald  Campbell's  letters  could  not  be  fupported ;  and 
he  (hould  have  no  difficulty  in  dividing  in  favour  of  the 
amendment  propofed  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  though 
againft  his  friends,  with  whom  it  was  painful  to  differ. — ■ 
Amicus  Plata — amicus  Socrates^  fed  magis  arnica  Veritas.— 
This  was  no  dereliction  of  his  orginal  opinions  on  the  fub- 
jedb  of  the  war;  for  though  he  acquitted  the  Madras  Go- 
vernment, of  any  hoftile  intention  towards  Tippoo  Sul- 
tan, yet  Tippoo  had  every  reafon  to  be  fufpicious  of  our 
intentions,  from  the  new  fyftem  prefcribed  by   the  right 

honourable  gentleman  for  the  Government  of  India;  when. 

Pa 
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he  faw  military  fucceeding  civil  governments  in  all  our 
Prefidencies,  our  European  force  doubled,  and  the  revenues 
almoft  wholly  abforbed  in  military  preparation.  Mr.  Hip- 
pi  (ley  faid>  an  obfervation  had  fallen  from  an  honourable 
General,  which,  if  true,  ought  to  have  great  weight  with 
the  Houfe;  it  was,  that  he  knew  Tippoo  Sultan's  Ambaf- 
fadors  had  concluded  a  treaty  at  Paris,  the  object  of  which 
was,  the  extirpation  of  the  Englifli  from  India*  He  would 
neverthelefs  fay,  that  the  fa6t  was  directly  the  reverfe  :  no 
fuch  treaty  had  taken  place :  the  fad  carried  with  it  its 
own  internal  evidence,  contradictory  to  the  General's  in- 
formation. The  Ambafladors  were  treated  with  the  refpe& 
due  to  the  reprefentatives  of  a  great  Prince,  but  they  were 
difmiffed  with  mere  civilities;  inafmuch  as  orders  were  fent 
out  at  the  fame  time  to  evacuate  Pondicherry,  which  was 
carried  into  execution,  pending  this  very  difpute  with  Tip* 
poo  Sultan.  At  this  late  hour,  Mr.  Hippifley  faid,  he 
fhould  not  enter  farther  into  the  fubje£t. 

Major  SCOTT  concurred  with  Mr.  Dundas  as  to  the 
ex  pence  of  the  war  being  greatly  over-rated  in  the  ideas 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  The  Major  alfo  reminded 
the  Houfe  of  his  having  more  than  once  called  their  atten- 
tion to  the  circum fiance  of  the  feizure  of  the  countries  of 
Arcot  and  Tanjore,  and  putting  them  under  the  Britifh 
Government. 

Thequeftion  being  put,  the  Houfe  divided  on  one  of  the 
-amendments  propofed  by  Colonel  Phipps ; 

For  the  original  refolution         -         152 
For  the  amendment  -  42 

The  debate  on  fome  of  the  refolutions,  as  before  agreed, 
was  adjourned  till  Monday,  and  the  reft  were  either  nega- 
tived, or  carried  with  amendments  moved  by  the  Mi- 
ni fter. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  then  moved  for  the  feveral  papers  pro- 
pofed to  be  taken  as  the  ground  of  debate  on  Monday. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 
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Friday j  ittb  March. 

On  the  motion  of  Major  SCOTT,  a  variety  of  papers  of 
Indian  correfpondence  were  ordered  to  be_  laid  before  tht 
Houfe,  fome  of  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  • 

This  produced  a  fhort  converfation  between  Major  Scott, 
Mr,  Dundas,  and  Major  Maitland;  from  which  it  was  tin- 
derftood,  that  as  thefe  correfpondences  are  very  voluminous, 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  volumes,  that  what  (hall,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  difcuffion  of  the  fubjeft,  appear  unneceffary, 
or  improper  to  be  difclofed,  /hall  be  withheld,  by  difcharg- 
ing  the  order  as  far  as  it  regards  thefe  documents. 

Mr.  BURTON  rofe,  agreeable  to  the  notice  he  had 
given  on  a  former  day,  to  make  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  adminiftration  of  the  duties 
of  Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  Middlefex.  In  what  he  fliould 
fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  it  was  his  intention  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  an  amendment  in  our  police,  by  regulations  for  the 
future  guidance  of  the  conduct  of  Juftices  of  the  Peace;  but 
he  would  propofe  nothing  that  would  be  found  to  partake  in 
the  lead  of  a  party  complexion.  He  confulted,  and  had 
found  his  plan  countenanced  by  gentlemen  of  both  parties, 
and  by  gentlemen  of  no  party.  He  hoped  that  the  Houfe 
would  give  the  bill  he  intended  to  move  for,  the  moft  feri- 
ous  and  candid  difcuffion,  and  if  it  met  their  approbation, 
that  they  would  adopt  it.  Gentlemen,  from  their  own  ob- 
fervation,  muft  be  acquainted  with  the  bleffings  which  the 
country  enjoyed  from  the  fair  adminiftration  of  the  import- 
ant office  of  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace :  in  London,  however, 
the  cafe  was  different,  and  excepting  the  office  in  Bow-ftreet 
and  the  adminiftration  of  Magiftracy  in  the  city,  (where  the ' 
refpeclable  body  of  Magiftrates  confidered  it  an  addition  to 
their  dignity,  and  not  as  a  difparagement,  to  ferve  their 
country  as  Juftices  of  the  Peace)  thofe  bleffings  were  in- 
adequately, if  at  all,  experienced.  Thecaufes  of  this  were 
too  notorious  to  need  to  be  mentioned.  The  two  principal 
were  thofe  of  a  deficiency  of  officers  in  the  metropolis,  and 
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an  abufe  of  this  office  itfelf.  Thofe  who  were  robbed  of 
trifles,  or  flightly  injured  in  their  perfons,  if  at  a  confides 
able  diftance  from  Bow-ftreet,  put  up  with  their  injuries  ra- 
ther than  involve  themfelves  in  the  trouble  of  a  profeeution 
of  the  offenders,  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that  fmall 
offences  pafled  unpunifhed,  and  gave  rife  to  greater,  until 
thofe  who  committed  them,  went  on  accumulating  the  de- 
gree of  their  enormity,  till  it  came  to  a  crifis,  and  then 
they  received  a  final  punifliment.  The  abufe  of  the  office 
of  a  Juftice  of  Peace,  was  alfa  as  well  known  as  the  defici- 
ency of  proper  offices ;  it  was  greatly  and  grofsly  abufed  bf 
men  who  made  it  a  trade :  thofe  men  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  particularize;  his  objedt  was  to  propofe  a  remedy  to  cure 
both  the  deficiency  and  the  abufe,  and  the  mode  he  fliould 
fubmit  would  be  by  a  fhort  law,  direfting,  firft,  That  five 
offices  fliould  always  be  open  to  tranfadt  bufinefs;  and1, 
adly,  that  no  fees  fliould  be  received  for  bufinefs  tranfa&ed 
within  the  diftri6ts  of  thofe  offices.  He  fliould  propofe  in 
his  bill,  that  three  Juftices  1  e  appointed  to  each  office;  that 
one  of  thofe  three  fliould  invariably  be  on  the  fpot  from 
nine  in  the  morning  until  a  late  hour  in  the  evening;  that 
two  fhould  always  be  prefent  in  the  principal  part  of  the 
day,  one  of  them  to  be  a  Magi  ft  rate  of  the  Office,  the 
other  might  be  any  gentleman  in  the  Commiffion  for  Mid^" 
dlefex.  The  due  fees  to  be  taken  to  be  accounted  for  in  the 
receiptof  His  Majefty's  Exchequer,  for  the  purpofe  of  con- 
flicting a  fund,  out  of  which  the  falaries  of  the  Juftices, 
atid  the  other  expences  of  theeftabliftiment,  were  to  be  de- 
frayed. The  confequence  of  thus  rendering  it  impoulble 
that  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace  fliould  be  interefted  in  levying  a 
fine,  or  in  the  amount  of  the  fine,  would  be,  the  placing 
him  in  a  fituation  in  which  he  could  have  no  other  interpft, 
than  the  upwright  difcharge  of  his  duty.  To  provide, 
however,  againft  the  pofllbility  of  the  fees  not  amounting 
toja  fufficient  fum  to  defray  the  expences  and  the  falaries, 
it  was,  he  faid,  his  intention  to  propofe  a  claufe  for  the 
payment  of  the  remainder  out  of  the  confolidated  fund,  a 
^xfaufe  to  which  he  did  not  imagine  His  Majefty's  Minifters 
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would  object  when  the  confideration  was  a  great  and  an 
important  public  fervice.  Thefe  were  the  outlines  of  hit 
plan,  in  which  however,  he  had  omitted  the  mention  of  an* 
other  appointment  which  might  be  found  neceflary,  viz.  a 
Treafurer,  to  receive  all  fees  for  the  receipt  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  to  pay  the  expences  of  falaries  and  eftablifliments. 
It  had  been  propofed*  he  faid,  for  the  purpofe  of  removing 
ail  idea  of  patronage,  to  leave  the  different  appointments 
that  muft  take  place  to  carry  his  plan  into  execution,  to  the 
'  right  honourable  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  two  Chief  Juf* 
tices,  the  Chief  Baron,  and  other  perfons  of  that  defcrip- 
tion,  but  to  this  mode  he  had  an  objection,  not  thinking 
that  in  a  refponfibility  fo  generally  difFufed,  there  could  be 
equal  fecurity  that  proper  perfons  fhould  be  appointed,  3s 
in  a  refponfibility  more  confine.].  He  thought,  therefore, 
that  it  would  be  beft  for  the  appointment  to  reft  in  one  per- 
fon,  where  it  now  refted,  namely,  in  the  King,  anil  that 
His  Majeily's  advifer  fhould  be  ons  known  and  refponfible 
peffon,  the  head  of  the  law ;  but  that  he  obferved,  would 
be  a  queftion  for  future  confideration.  In  propofing  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  offices,  he  faid,  they  would  be  fo  placed,  that 
no  part  of  their  diftri&s  woull  be  at  a  greater  diftance  from 
each  other  than  half  a  mile.  Two  confequences,  he  faid, 
would  arife  from  the  eftablifhment  of  fuch  a  plan  as  he  had 
Hated,  viz.  publicity  and  competition ;  their  publicity  would 
enable  all  the  world  to  judge  whether  the  Magiftrates  a&ed 
uprightly;  and  the  competition  arifing  from  that  publi- 
city, would  not  be  competition  fur  the  gain  of  lucre,  which 
was  the  competition  of  the  prefent  interlopers  into  Magis- 
tracy, but  it  would  be  a  competition  for  (kill,  for  imparti- 
ality, and  for  integrity.  His  plan  was  not,  he  obferved, 
calculated  to  benefit  the  rich,  but  to  ferve  the  poor;  who 
would  thereby  have  places  of  refort  to  go  to,  to  obtain  re- 
drefs,  and  not,  as  was  now  too  frequently  the  cafe,  in  their 
applications  for  redrefs,  meet  with  extortion  and  oppreflion, 
where  they  ought  to  find  juftice.  His  propofitions  woul4 
not,  Mr.  Burton  faid,  operate  to  a  change  of  the  prefent 
law,  but  would  leave  it  exadly  as  it  flood,   for  no  Magit 
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trates  would  be  prevented  from  fcrving  the  Public  ;  fees  alone 
would  be  relinquished ;  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  defirous 
to  ad,  would  have  an  opportunity  of  ading  ferviceably  in 
conjunct  ion  with  the  Magiftrates  of  the  office,  over  whom 
their  prefence  might  operate  as  a  check  and  control*  Mr. 
Burton  faid,  he  would  trouble  the  Houfe  no  farther,  than 
by  moving,  ci  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
"  more  effeftual  admin;  ft  ration  of  the  office  of  Juftice  of 
u  Peace,  in  fuch  parts  of  Middlefex,  as  lie  in  and  about  the 
u  metropolis." 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  it  was  with  the  greateft  plea- 
fure  he  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion  of  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman.  He  obferved  upon  that  part  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  fpeech,  in  which  he  had  ftated  that  he  had  no  in- 
tention to  alter  the  law ;  declaring  that  if  fuch  alteration  was 
neceflary,  and  if  it  fhould  be  found  expedient  to  clothe  Magif- 
trates with  more  power  than  they  now  pofTefled,  fuch  addi- 
tional power  he  moft  certainly  would  readily  vote  for.  He 
took  notice  -of  the  alarming  increafe  of  pick-pockets,  and  their 
proportionable  increafe  of  audacity,  which,  he  faid,  hadarifen 
to  fuch  an  height  that  no  perfons  could  walk  the  ftreets  in  fafety  ; 
if  in  the  progrefs  of  the  bill  he  could  devife  any  claufe  to  enable 
Magiftrates  to  take  more  efFeftual  meafures,  than  they  now 
could,  againft  fuch  perfons  as  he  ha,d  defcribed,  he  hoped  the 
Houfe  would  give  it  their  moft  ferious  confideration.  It  was 
the  duty  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  to  look  to  every  thing  that 
might  promote  the  welfare  and  the  profperity  of  the  ftate  ;  if 
therefore  it  fhould  appear  that  the  fecurity  of  the  people,  and 
the  morals  of  any  clafs  could  be  advanced  by  giving  more  effec- 
tual power  to  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  fuch  a  meafure  could  not 
be  adopted  with  more  propriety  than  in  a  bill  which  went  to 
the  reform  of  Magiftracy. 

Mr.  MANWARING  begged  to  afk  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  what  the  defeft  of  the  law  was,  to  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  alluded  ?  It  had  occurred  to  him  while 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  on  his  legs,  that  if  they 
went  into  a  revifion  of  the  exifting  laws  upon  the  fubjedl,  the 
bill  might  be  confiderably  retarded,  and  the  chief  objed  of  it 
defeated* 
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Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  though  he  thought  the  bill 
might  afford  a  fit  opportunity  for  introducing  claufes  of  regu- 
lation and  amendment,  with  refpeft  to  fome  of  the  exifting  , 
laws,  that  had  relation  to  the  fubje&  matter  of  the  prefent 
motion,  he  certainly  would  propofe  nothing  that  fefcmed 
likely  to  retard  the  objeft  they  had  in  commmon  before 
them. 

The  SPEAKER  fubmitted  it  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  bill  be- 
ing limited,  as  to  its  jurifdi&ion,  might  in  that  point  of  view 
be  deemed  a  private  bill,  and  if  it  were  fo  confidered,  it  would 
not  only  occafion  different  fees  to  be  chargeable  upon  it,  but 
that  then  it  mull  be  recolle&ed,  that  private  bills  could  only  be 
brought  in  by  petition,  and  the  day  of  receiving  petitions  for 
private  bills  was  paft.  Whereas  the  objeft  of  the  bill  was  to 
anfwer  public  purpofes,  if  the  Houfe  thought  proper,*  it  might 
be  deemed  a  public  bill. 

The  Houfe  feemed  univerfally  willing  to  confider  it  to  be  a  . 
public  bill. 

Leave  was  given,  and  the  mover  and  feconder,  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Mainwaring,  &c.  ordered  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  fame. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday y  igtk  March. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  finding  it  impoflible  to 
produce  the  neceflary  papers,  he  would  move  that  the  adjourned 
debate  be  farther  poftponed  till  Thurfday. 

Lord  Vifcount  BAYAM,  from  the  Seleft  Committee  who 
were  appointed  to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of 
Sir  Godfrey  Webfter,  Baronet,  and  John  Tarleton,  Efquire, 
complaining  of  an  undue  ele&ion  and  return  for  the  town  and 
port  of  Seaford,  in  the  county  of  Suflex,  informed  the  Houfe, 

That  the  faid  Seleft  Committee  have  determined,  , 

That  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the  inhabitants  houfekeepers 
of  the  faid  town  and  port  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  in  fuch  inha- 
bitants houfekeepers  only. 

That  John  Sargent,  Efquire,  is  duly  elefted  a  BarorJ  to  ferve 
in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  town  and  port  of  feaford,  in 
the  county  of  Suflex ; 
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That  Richard  Paul  Jodrell,  Efquirc,  is  not  duly  return- 
ed a  Baron  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  faid 
t&wn  and  port  of  Seaford ; 

And  that  John  Tarleton,  Efquire,  one  of  the  petitioners,  is 
duly  elefted  a  Baron  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the 
faid  town  and  port  of  Seaford. 

The  Houfe  adjournfcd. 

Tuefddyy  20th  March. 

There  not  being  a  fufficient  number  of  Members  to  form  a 
ballot  for  an  Ele&ion  Committee,  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  2lft  March. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofe  to  give  notice,  that  on  Monday 
next  he  meant  to  bring  forward  a  propofition  relative  to  His 
Majefty's  Crown  lands,  with  a  view  to  make  the  New  Foreft, 
in  the  county  of  Southampton,  more^rodu&ive  of  timber,  fit 
for  the  ufe  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  HIPPISLEY,  in  the  abfence  of  Major  Maitland, 
(who  was  indifpofed,)  moved  to  poftpone  the  adjourned  debate, 
on  the  queftion  relative  to  the  Britiih  troops  being  fent  into  the 
Travancore  country,  to  Wedncfday  next.  The  order  for  this 
day  was,  in  confequence,  difcharged,  upon  motion,  and  an 
order  made  for  Wednefdayn 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  the  intention  of  fome 
friends  of  his,  who  thought  as  he  did,  that  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral deferved  praife  rather  than  cenfure,  to  move  a  general  re- 
solution in  favour  of  the  Governor  General,  when  the  debate 
ftiould  be  refufned. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  moved,  that  the  order  which  ftood 
for  the  29th  inltant,  for  the  confideration  of  the  Have  trade,  be 
difcharged,  and  then  moved,  that  a  new  order  be  made  for 
.  Monday,  the  ad  of  April. 

Colonel  TARLETON  alfo  moved,  tQ  difcharge  the  order 
for  the  call  of  the  H^oufe,  which  ftood  for  the  28th  inftant,  and 
thefame  having  been  difcharged,  the  Cplonel  moved,  that  the 
'Houfe  b&£alledover  on  Tuefday,  the  3d  of  April. 
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Mr.  RYDER,  from  the  Sele&  Committee  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Fletcher  and  Qlement  Kynneriley,  Efquires,  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  eledion  and  return  for  the  Borough  of 
Newcaftle  under  Lyne,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  informed  the 
Houfe, 

That  the  faid  Seleft  Committee,  having  duly  confidered  the 
find  ftatements,  and  the  evidence  adduced  before  them,  touching 
the  right  of  eledion,  have  determined, 

That  the  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  freefmen  refiding  in  the  faid 
Borough  of  Newcaftle  under  Lyne  ; 

That  Sir  Archibald  Macdonald,  Knight,  is  duly  ele&ed  a 
Burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  Borough  of 
Newcaftle  under  Lyne,  in  the  county  of  Stafford  ; 

And  that  the  honourable  John  Levefon  Gower  is  duly  ele&ed 
>a  Burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefcnt  Parliament  for  the  faid  Borough 
of  Newcaftle  under  Lyne. 

Mr.  CLEVELAND,  from  the  Cfommittee  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of  John 
Cory  ton,  of  the  Borough  of  Fowey,  Efq.,  &c.  &c,  perfons 
who  have  a  right  to  choofe,  nominate,  and  appoint,  the  re- 
turning officer  of  the  faid  Borough ;  and  alfo,  the  petition  of 
Sir  Ralph  Payne,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  William  Morfhead, 
Efquire,  refpe&ing  the  right  of  choofing  the  returning  officer 
for  the  faid  Borough,  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  faid  Sele& 
Committee  have  determined* 

That  the  perfons  intitled  to  eleft  the  Portreeve  of  the  Borough 
of  Fowey  are  thofe  who  are  capable  of  holding  that  Office,  that 
is,  fuch  Prince's  tenants  only  as  have  been  duly  admitted  on 
the  Court  rolls  of  the  manor  of  the  faid  Borough,  and  have 
done  their  fealty,  and  fuch  perfons  only  are  duly  admitted  whofe 
lands,  being  freehold,  were  anciently,  and  continue  to  be,  held 
immediately  of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  as  a  parcel  of  his  faid 
manor  of  the  faid  Borough,  and  whofe  titles  to  thofe  lands  have 
been  prefented  at  a  Court  Baron  by  a  fworn  homage  or  jury  of 
the  freeholders  of  the  faid  manor. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 


a* 
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Thurfday,  22d,   Friday,  23d,   and  Saturday,  24th  March. 

There  not  being,  on  either  of  tfiefedays,  a  fufficient  number  . 
of  Members  to  form  a  ballot  for  an  ele&ion  Committee,  the 
Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday,  26th  March. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  gave  notice  of  his  intention,  early  after 
the  Eafter  recefs,  to  make  a  motion  for  a  reform  of  the  Royal. 
Burghs  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  previous  to  the  moving  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  refolving  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on 
the  national  debt  bill,  begged  leave  to  (late,  that  as  the  blank 
to  be  filled  up  in  the  Committee  was  of  material  importance  to 
the  bill,  and  as  he  had  feveral  alterations  to  fugged,  it  was  his 
wifli  to  go  into  the  Committee  for  the  purpofe  of  filling  up  the 
blank,  and  making  the  alterations ;  after  which  he  would  move 
to  have  the  bill  reprinted,  with  its  additions  and  alterations,  by 
which  means  gentlemen  would  have  it  more  fully  and  perfectly 
before  them,  and  be  enabled  to  go  into  its  difcuffion  upon  a 
future  day,  in  a.  more  ample  and  convenient  manner  than  by 
taking  the  difcuffion  upon  the  bill  as  it  at  prefent  flood. 

Mr.  FOX  agreed  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that 
the  mode  fuggefled  would  be  the  mod  convenient  to  the  Houfe, 
which  was  accordingly  adopted. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  to  have  the  report  immedi- 
ately made,  and  its  farther  confideration  adjourned  to  Friday 
next.    " 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  "  That  the  Houfe  refolve 
"  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  on  the  report  of  the  commiffioners  of 
s<  woods  and  forefls. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  accord- 
ingly, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  again  rofe  ;  but  would  not,  he  faid, 
upon  the  prefent  occafion,  trouble  gentlemen,  by  entering  into 
the  particulars  of  the  reports  before  them :  every  gentleman  in 
the  Committee,  he  faid,  muft  be  fully  convinced  of  the  necef- 
fity  of  the  adoption  of  fome  meafure  for  the  prefervation  and 
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cncreafe  of  timber  for  our  navy;  to  that  point  lie  fhould  €alt 
the  attention  of  the  Committee,  and  not  to  any  thing  relative 
to  the  Crown  lands,  the  final  report  on  which  had  not  yet  been 
made  :  in  what  he  had  to  fubmit  to  the  Committee  he  fhould 
confine  himfelf  to  the  report  on  the  New  Foreft  in  Hampfhire. 
The  firft  propofition  in  the  bill  he  fhould  move  for,  would  be 
to  enable  His  Majefty  to  empower  the  enclofing  of  20,000  acres 
of  the  Foreft,  for  the  growth  of  timber,  and  to  give  powers  to 
the  perfons  appointed  for  the  faid  purpofe  to  throw  open  as 
much  of  the  enclofure  as  might  be  fufficiently  grown,  and  to 
cnclofe  an  equal  quantity  of  the  Foreft,  for  the  purpofe  of  al- 
ways keeping  20,000  acres  enclofed.  In*  the  bill  alfo  would  be 
a  provifion  of  compenfation  to  the  perfons  who  had  a  right  of. 
common  in  the  Foreft,  and  that  provifion,  which,  he  faid, 
would  be  an  ample  one,  was  intended  to  be  the  confining  the' 
deer,  which  His  Majefty  had  a  right  at  prefent  to  let  run 
throughout  the  whole  Foreft,  to  certain  parts.  The  fecond 
provifion  of  the  bill  would  be  to  prevent  injury  to  the  timber  ; 
and  the  third,  for  the  prefentation  of  periodical  reports  to  Par- 
liament. He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  Chairman  be  di- 
re£ted  to  move  the  Houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
preservation  and  increafe  of  the  timber  in  the  New  Foreft, 
&c.  &c. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  lamented  that  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  not  gone  more  fully  into  his  plan,  which,  he  faid, 
would,  in'his  opinion,  prove  to  be  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  to  which  there  would  be  no  inconfiderable  objec- 
tion. It  w'as  a  matter  of  regret,  he  faid,  that  after  feven  year* 
employ,  the  commiffioners  had  not  been  enabled  to  make  a 
final  report  on  the  Crown  lands.  He  had  hoped  that  fuch  a 
Teport  would  have  been  ready,  and  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  propofition  of  that  day  would  have  been  one  great 
fchsme  for  the  public  benefit.  In  his  expe&ation,  however, 
he  had  been  deceived  ;  he  would  not,  neverthelefs,  upon  the 
prefent  occafion,  trouble  gentlemen  farther  than  he  had  done, 
but  referved  himfelf  to  the  production  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  was  much  difappointed  in  the  na- 
ture of  the  propofitions  offered  to  the  Houfe,  and  had  no  fcruple 
to  declare  that  thus  early  in  the  bufmefs  he  fhould  give  it  hit 
negative,  being  fully  convinced  that  no  means  could  be  devifed 
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for  the  prefervation  arid  encreafe  of  timber  for  our  navy,  but  by 
the  faleofthe  lands. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  he  was  fenfible  that 
good  provifions  had  long  fince,  and  repeatedly  been  made  for 
the  prefervation  of  our  timber,  and  that  thofe  provifions  had 
been  departed  from  ;  no  good  reafon,  however,  could  thereby 
be  advanced  to  prevent  Adminiftration  exerting  themfelves  for 
the  fame  purppfe,  and  in  the  propofitions  he  fliould  have  to 
fubmit,  he  conceived  a  better  profpeft  would  be  obtained  for 
effecting  the  defired  objeJt,  than  would  refult  from  leaving  the 
prefervation  and  encreafe  of  timber  to  individuals. 

Thequeftionwasputand  xarried,  and  the  Houfe  being  refu- 
med,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  made  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HIPPISLEY  moved  for  farther  correspondence  be- 
tween the  late  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  and  the  Rajah  of  Tra- 
vancore,  which,  combined  with  the  letters  already  produced, 
he  obferved,  would  amount  to  the  cleareft  evidence  of  the  con- 
'  fiftency  and  corre&nefsof  Sir  Archibald  Campbell's  conduft  on 
the  fubje&  of  Travancore. 

The  Houfc  adjourned. 

Tuefdayy  27th  March. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  fo  much  of  the  a&  of  the  22d  of  the  King,  as  related 
to  the  fale  of  lands  and  houfes  belonging  to  the  Crown  in  Scot- 
land Yard  and  Privy  Garden.  By  the  aft^he  had  alluded  to, 
he  faid,  the-  King  could  not  grant  away  any  of  the  premifes  or 
houfes  in  the  faid  places  mentioned  in  the  ad  ;  the  obje&  of 
going  into  the  Committee  was,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  grant  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  01*  York,  the  premifes  of  the  old  lottery  offices,  and  the 
ground  on  which  they  flood. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee,  and  came  to  the  refolu- 
tion,  that  the  Chairman  fhoujd  move  for  a  bill. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  propofed,  in  confequence  of  the  firft  of  his 
bills  for  the  relief  of  feamen,  having  undergone  many  altera- 
tions, fuggefted  to  him  from  refpe&able  authority  (Lord  HoodJ 
to  withdraw  it,  for  the  purpofe  ot  preferring  another  bill  with 
the  alterations.     Ordered. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 
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tV'ednefdaya  2%tb  March. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMET  rofe,  and  faid,  he  would 
beg  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  for, a  few  words,  before  he 
took  the  liberty  of  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  of 
which  he  had  given  notice  fome  time  fince.  He  faid,  on  con- 
federation of  the  fubjeS,  and  the  attempts  which  had  been  for- 
merly made,  the  ill  fuccefs  which  had  attended  their  endeavours, 
and  the  difficulties  which  had  been  fuggefted  by  great  legal  au- 
thorities, he  almoft  determined  not  to  trouble  the  Houfe,  ap- 
prehending ,  he  mould  not  accomplish  the  objed,  which  he 
judged  proper  and  ufeful  to  the  Public,  It  had  been  objected 
that  no  gootfreafon  could  be  given,  why  gentlemen's  real  eftates 
mould  not  be  liable  to  pay  their  juft  debts,  as  well  as  bankers 
and  other  commercial  men.  If  that  meafure  could  be  carried, 
he  mould  think  it  upon  the  whole  falutary,  but  for  many  rea- 
fons  it  had  always  been  oppofed,  and  by  attempting  too  much, 
he  was  afraid  of  lofing  the  whole.  He  faid,  he  faw  many 
ftrong  reafons  applicable  to  bankers,  which  did  not  reach  other 
men.  Gentlemen  out  of  bufinefs  were  notfubjeft  to  the  bank- 
rupt laws  whilft  living,  and  he  would  not  propofe  a  law  to 
make  thofe  eftates  liable  after  their  deceafe,  which  were  not  fo 
during  their  lives.  But  in  money  tranfa&ions,  depending  upon 
credit,  if  a  man  was  trufted  with  large  fums  of  money,  either 
as  banker,  or  trader,  on  account  of  his  poflefling,  or  purcha- 
fing  great  landed  eftates,  fuch  property  ought  to  make  good  any 
deficiency,  if  the  perfonal  eftate  proved  infufficieht,  which  was 
not  now  the  cafe .  He  faid,  he  had  feen  fo  much  danger,  and 
fo  many  real  evils,  which  had  happened  for  want  of  fuch  a  law, 
and  fleering  clear  of  entails,  general  and  fpecial,  he  flattered  f 
himfelf  the  bill  would  not  be  oppofed  by  any  defcription^  of  j 
men,  the  bill  being  founded  upon  principles  of  jufticeandequi-  / 
ty.  In  lefs  happy  times  than  thofe  we  live  in,  when  the  coun- ' 
try  was  juft  emerging  from  barbarifm,  and  the  feudal  fyftem> 
took  place,  there  was  fome  reafon  why  the  real  property  (hould 
be  free,  becaufe  then,  the  land  was  obliged  to  furnifh  a  certair 
number  of  men  for  the  King's  fervice  in  war ;  and  if  the  eftate 
had  been  divided  or  injured,    the  new  pofleftbr  might  ha» 
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been  unable  to  raife  his  quota,  and  the  country  have  been  un- 
protefted.  That  fyftem  being  in  this  happy  kingdom  deftroy- 
ed,  the  reafon  no  longer  exifted.  At  that  time,  there  was 
very  little  trade,  or  commerce,  carried  on.  The  very  name 
of  a  banker  was,  hp  believed,  unknown.  At  this  time,  there 
%vere  fo  very  many  bankers  in  the  kingdom,  and  paper  credit 
in  all  forts  of  commerce,  was  fo  much  and  widely  extended, 
that  he  thought  it  neceffary  that  every  poflible  fecurity  mould 
be  given  for  the  money  entrufted  in  confidence1  to  others.  He 
faid,  he  would  mention  one  inflanceof  a  banker  in  the  city, 
many  years  fi nee,  who  laid  out  about  ibo,oool.  of  thecuftom- 
ers  money  in  landed  eftates.  His  partner  feeing  the  danger  to 
himfelf  and  the  creditors,  in  cafe  of  death,  flopped  the  houfe, 
and  carried  the  remainder  of  the  money  to  a  neighbouring 
banker,  by  which  means  the  creditors  were  all  paid.  He  faid, 
he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  longer,  though  men  of  more 
eloquence  might  much  enlarge  upon  the  fubjedt,  being  con- 
vinced, that  it  would  be  highly  unjuft  that  any  man  mould, 
with  the  money  of  others,  buy  large  eftates  to  go  to  the  heir  at 
law,  either  by  negleS,  or  fraud ;  he  therefore  humbly  begged 
leave  to  move,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  make 
the  eftates  of  bankers,  and  other  traders,  liable  to  the  payment 
of  debts  after  their  deceafe. 

The  queftion  being  moved  and  feconded,  was  carried  unani- 
moufly ;  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  prepared,  and  brought  in  by 
Sir  Benjamin  Hammet  and  Mr.  Cricket,  who  feconded  the 
motion. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  informed  the  Committee,  that 
he  had  concluded  a  bargain  for  the  fale  of  the  lottery  for  the 
fervice  of  the  current  year,  which  was  confiderably  more  ad- 
vantageous to  the  Public  than  any  that  had  hitherto  been  made. 
He  had  agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  nation, .  that  there  mould  be 
50,000  tickets ;  and  the  price  which  was  to  be  paid  for  each 
was  1 61.  5s*  which  would  yield  a  profit  to  the  Public  of 
3l2,oool. 

He  then  moved,  that  812,500!.  be  raifed  by  a  lottery  of 
50,000  tickets,  at  16L  5s.  per  ticket* 
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Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  exprefled  his  fuYprife,  that  in  a  time 
of  profound  peace,  the  Minifter  (hould  have  recourfe  to  a  mode 
of  raifing  money,  which  nothing  but  the  prefiing  neceflities  of 
a  war  could  excufe ;  for  a  mode  more  pernicious  to  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people,  or  more  cteftru&iveto  their  morals,  could 
not  be  devifed.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Xegiflature  to  watch, 
with  the  utmoft  diligence,  over  the  morals  of  the  nation,  and 
feduloufly  to  remove  every  obje£t  that  might  tend-  to  corrupt 
them*  That  this  duty  had  always  been  faithfully  performed, 
with  one  fingle  exception,  the  ftatute  books  proved  mod  clear- 
ly :  for  as  foon  as  any  circumftance  had  arifen,  likely  to  endan- 
ger the  morals  of  the  people,  the  Legiflature  never  failed  to  in-* 
terpofe,  and,  by  fome  wholefome  law,  to  avert  the  danger. 
The  lottery  was  the  fingle  exception ;  and  here  the  Legifla- 
ture, inftead  of  purfuing  its  ufual  and  laudable  fyflem,  held 
out  the  obje&  which  was  mod  likely  to  ftrike  at  the  root  of 
morality,  and  confequently  was  refponfible  for  the  confequence : 
rf  the  people  fell  into  the  temptation,  the  Parliament,  it  mnft 
be  admitted,  had  fpread  it  for  them. 

The  evils  and  crimes  produced  by  the  lottery  were  infinitely 
greater  than  many  gentlemen  could  well  conceive  ;  but  he  wat 
fure,  that  if  they  would  give  theirtfelves  the  trouble  of  fearch- 
•Ing  for  the  caufes  of  many  trials  in  our  Courts  of  Criminal 
Juflice,  they  would  be  able  to  trace  a  great  number  of  them  up 
to  the  lottery,  by  which  a  fpirit  of  gaming  was  diffufed  among 
the  people,  which  could  not  be  gratified  but  by  the  lofs  of  their 
property,  or  the  invafion  of  that  of  others.  Many  inftance* 
had  been  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  on  former  occafions,  of  the  me- 
lancholy confequences  of  this  fpirit  of  gaming,  one  of  which 
he  would  repeat,  becaufe  it  was  vouched  by  an  honourable 
Member,  in  whofe  family  it  had  happened  :  his  houfekeeper, 
who  had  lived  feveral  years  with  him,  and  had,  during  that 
time,  maintained  an  excellent  charafter,  was  unfortunately 
tempted  to  fUk  fome  money  in  the  lottery ;  fhe  was  unfuccefs- 
ful,  and  wifhing  to  recove/  what  (he  had  loft,  fhe  went  on  till 
flie  was  (tripped  of  her  laft  (hilling.  Hoping  ftill  to  retrieve 
her  lofles,  (he  made  free'  with  her  matter's  property  ;  and  the 
money  which  (he  received  from  him  weekly,  to  be  applied  to 
the  difcharge  of  bills,  and  the  fupport  of  his  houfe,  (he  di- 
verted from  this  purpofe,    and  applied  it  to  that  of  infixing, 

Vol.  XXXII. .  R 


T22  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  ij9t. 

This  (he  loft,  like  the  reft  :  fhe  now  felt  all  the  horrors  of  her 
fltuation,  and  ftung  with  remorfe  for  what  (he  had  done,  and 
for  the  ruin  of  the  character  which  (he  had,  till  then,  main- 
tained irreproachable  and  unfullied,  (he  filled  up  the  meafure  of 
her  guilt,  by  putting  an  end  to  her  exiftence ! 

This  cafe  had  not  happened  during  the  prefent  lottery ;  but 
he  made  no  doubt,  that  others,  of  as  dreadful  a  nature,  would. 
An  honourable  friend  near  him,  he  faid,  had  jufiV  whifpered  to 
him  a  circumftance  which  had  occurred  within  thelaft  five  mi- 
nutes. A  man,  who  lived  fervant  with  a  gentleman,  a  neigh- 
bour of  his  honourable  friend,  had  come  to  town,  and  brought 
with  him  a  fum  of  money  which  he  had  faved  in  fervice,  and 
'  which,  for  a  fervant,  was  not  inconfiderable  ;  it  amounted  to 
40I.  He  was  tempted  to  rifle  fome  of  it  in  infuring  in  the  lot- 
tery ;  the  event  was,  that  he  had  loft  Qvery  (hilling,  and  had, 
within  thefe  few  minutes,  called  upon  the  honourable  Member 
juft  near  him,  to  requeft  that  he  would  help  him  to  a  fmall  fum, 
to  enable  him  to  go  back  into  the  country.  The  honourable 
gentleman,  finding  that  the  man  was  deftitute,  and  might  be 
•driven  by  defpair,  and  want  of  money,  to  the  moft  criminal, 
ex^ceffes,  advanced  him  fome  money,  and  thus  fnatched  him 
from  the  danger  that  awaited  him.  Mr.  Taylor  faid,  he  feared 
fuch  cafes  as  this  were  but  too  common  during  the  drawing  of 
the  lottery.  The  Legiflaturs  ought  therefore  to  interpofe,  and 
difcountenance  a  mode  of  raifing  money,  which  led  to  the 
ruin  of  the  lower  orders  of  fociety,  and  a  general  corruption  of 
morals.  If  the  revenue  was  as  productive  as  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  was  continually  feprefenting  it,  furely  he  could 
ha,ve  no  excufe  for  reforting  to  a  lottery  ;  and  it  would  be  much 
better  for  the  Public  to  continue  to  pay  the  taxes  which  he 
was  taking  off,  than  to  have  adopted,  as  a  means  of  fupply,  a 
fcheme  which  was  big  with  ruin  to  fo  many  individuals,  and  to 
the  morals  of  the  nation  in  general.  It  was  not  bis  intention, 
feeing  the  Committee  as  thin  as  it  then  was,  to  fay  any  thing' 
more  on  the  fubject,  or  to  oppofe  the  refolution  that  had  been 
moved,  but  he  would  conclude,  by  afking  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  one  queftion,  vix.  whether  it  was  his  defign  to 
make  a  lottery  a  permanent  part  of  the  ways  aad  means  of  tha 
year  ? 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  *in:reply,  faid,  that  the  queftion 
did  not  feem  to  affect  the  refolution  before  the  Committee,  as 
it  did  not  te,nd>  in  any  degree,  to  find  fauh  with  the  particular 
fcheme  propofed  in  it :  with  refpect  to  any  future  lottery,  every 
fucceeding  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  judging,  whether  it  ihould  or  (hould  hot  adopt  a 
lottery,  as  a  fource  of  fupply.  The  real  drift  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  in  putting  the  queftion,  appeared  to  be,  to 
learn  what  were  his  fentiments,  with  refpect  to  a  lottery,  as  a 
permanent  refource  :  #he  would  not  make  any  difficulty  about 
fatisfying  the  honourable  gentleman  on  that  head ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  would  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  he  confidered  a  lottery 
as  the  means  of  raifmg  a  fupply,  fo  much  more  advantageous 
to  the  Public,  than  that  which  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
prefer,  .viz.  taxes,  that  he,  for  one*  would  not  confent  to 
forego  it. 

Here  Mr.  HOBART  read  the  refolution,  and  juft  as  he  was 
going  to  put  the  queftion  upon  it, 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  rofe  again,  and  faid,  "  I  am  then 
tl  to  underftand,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  confiders 
*,'  revenue  of  fo  much  importance,  that  fooner  than  he  would, 
*'  in  any  degree,  diminiih  it,  he  would  adopt  a  meafure  perr 
4t  nicious  to  the  morals  of  the  people." 

After  the  queftion  was  carried,  theHoufe  wasrefumed. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  refuming  the  debate  on  the  queftion 
relative  to  the  troops  fent  by  the  Madras  Government  into  the 
Travancore  country,  having  been  moved  and  read, 

Major  MAITLAND  rofe.  He  faid  he  had  been  led  to 
think,  from  the  triumphant  tone  in  which  gentlemen  on  the . 
other  fide  had,  in  the  laft  debate  on  this  fubject,  mentioned 
certain  papers,  for  which  they  moved,  and  to  give  time  for 
the  production  and  perufalof  which,  the  adjournment  had  been 
propofed,  that  he  (hould  find  himfelf  compelled,  by  the  force 
of  truth,  to  retract  all  the  opinions  he  had  entertained  on  the 
fubject  of  the  war  in  India.  This  he  would  have  been  mod 
ready  to  do,  for  he  wasdifpofed  at  all  times  to  renounce  error  j 
but  after  having  iince  perufed  thofe  papers  with  the  greateft  at- 
tention, he  had  not  discovered  the  fmalleft  reafon  for  retract- 
ing his  former  aflfertions  on  this  head,  or  altering  his  opinion ; 
R  a 
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on  the  contrary,  he  had  found  new  grounds  for  ffrrengthening 
it.  ^ 

.  The  defence  fct  up  for  thofe  who  had  advifed  the  war,  was, 
that  the  dominions  of  the  Rajah  of  Travancore,  our  ally,  be- 
ing threatened,  the  Englifli  beir.g  bound  by  treaty  to  proteft 
them,  had  been  obliged  to  march  into  that  country  to  oppofe 
an  invader  ;  and  that  confequently  the  war  on  our  part  was 
purely  defenfive.  Unfortunately,,  however,  for  this  argument, 
it  appeared  from  the  papers  upon  the  table,  that  when  there 
was  firft  a  queftion  of  fending  troqps  into  the  Travancore  coun- 
try, the  Englifli  Minifter  at  the  Rajah's  Court  received  instruc- 
tions from  our  Government  at  Madras,  to  reprefejit  the  mea- 
fure  in  fuch  cautious  terms,  as  hot ,  to  alarm  the  Rajah  at  the 
idea  of  introducing  into  his  dominions,  not*  what  he  afked  for, 
a  fmall  force,  juft  to  fliew  that  he  was  under  our  prote&ion, 
but  abfolutely  an  army,  and  fuch  an  army  as  in  former  days 
would  have  been  fufficiently  fttong  to  carry  the  glory  of  the 
Britifli,  and  viftory,  through  any  part  of  Hindoftan.  It  was 
evident  then,  that  in  this  cafe,  our  Government  afted  not  at 
the  requeft  of  the  Rajah,  but  in  corifequence  of  a  fettled  plan 
of  hoftilities,  which  they  had  refolved  to  carry  on  againft  Tip- 
poo, 

It  appeared  alfo  from  the  papers  on  the  table/  that  when  the 
Rajah  of  Cherica  bad  a&ually  attacked  and  diflodged-a  Britifli 
guard  from  apoft,  inthe  country  of  a  Prince  in  alliance  with 
England;  the  Government  of  Bombay,  with  great  wifdom 
and  propriety,  defired  this  Prince  would  not  attempt  to  recover 
the  poft  by  force ;  but  would  leave  it  to  the  Englifli  to  reprfc- 
fent  the  cafe  to  Tippoo  Sultan,  whofe  tributary  the  Rajah  of 
Cherica  a&ually  was,  and  to  prevail  upon  him  to  interpofe 
his  authority  over  his  vaffals,  and  make  him  do  juftice  to  a 
Prince  in  alliance  with  the  Eaft- India  Coijxpany. 

Here  was  a  direft  attack  upon  Britifli  troops  ;  and  yet  the 
wife  Government  of  Bombay  had  not  refented  it  in  fuch  a. 
manner  as  Lord  Cornwallis  had  refented  an  attack  upon  die 
lines  of  the  Rajah  of  Travancore.  The  reafon  was  obvious ; 
his  Lordihip  had  determined  to  wage  an  offenfive  war  againff 
Tippoo,  and  had  a&ually,  by  his  letter  to  the  Nizam,  which 
breathed  nothing  but  hoftility  againft  that  Sultan,  provoked 
him  to  anticipate  the  meditated  iru/afions  of  his  own  dominions, 
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by  an  attack  upon  the  quarter  whence  that  invafion  wis  to  be 
apprehended,  becaufe a  great  military  forcehad  been  eftablifb- 
ed  there  by  the  Englifli,  who  could  have  no  other  obje&  in 
fuch  a  meafure,  than  to  commence  offenfive  operations  againft 
him. 

For  thefe  reafons,  and  ,thofe  which  he  urged  in  the  former 
debate,  he  was  determined  to  adhere  to  the  motion,  as  origi- 
nally moved  by  himfelf,  and  to  oppofe  the  amendment. 

Colonel  PfJIPPS  undertook  to  prove  that  Tippoo  was  the 
author  of  the  war;  which  was  on  his  part  abfolutely  offenfive 
and  unprovoked.  He  it  was  who  made  the  Rajah  of  Cherica 
attack  the  Britifh  guard :  the  ground,  or  pretended  juftification 
of  the  attack  was,  that  the  country  which  had  been  mortgaged 
to  us,  had  long  fincefpaid  the  debt.  This  fame  Rajah  had 
afterwards  been  direded  by  Tippoo  to  make  a  demand  of  ? 
lack  of  rupees  due  to  him  by  the  Company.  The  Company 
replied,  that,  fo  far  from  owing  him  that  fum,  he  owed  them 
four  lacks :  they  offered  tQ  prove  this  by  their  accounts ;  butf 
Tippoo  would  not  fuffer  him  to  agree  to  fo  rational  an  adjuft- 
ment  of  his  demand,  but  made  us  refqlve  to  take  up  his  fecu- 
xity,  by  refuming  the  diftrift  that  had  been  mortgaged,  for 
the  payment  of  the  debt  which  he  had  contrafted. 

When  a  Rajah  of  Cochin  arrived  with  a  body  of  forces  to 
aflift  Tippoo  in  his  attack  upon  Travancore,  he  upbraided  him 
with  his  delay,  which  had  kept  him  waiting  fo  long  for  his  ar- 
rival, that  the  time  for  the  attack  was  gone  by.  He  intimated 
his  fiifpicion,  that  the  caufe  of  the  delay  was,  that  this  Rajah1 
had  been  treating  underhand  with  the  Rajah  of  Travancore ; 
but  the  other  alluring  him  that  the  delay  had  been  occafioned  by 
real  illnefs,  and  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  Tippoo  defired  he 
would  fettiut  earlier  the  enfuing  year,  when  he  was  refolved  to 
attack  the  Travancore  lines.  He  informed  him  alfo,  that  he 
would,  at  the  fame  time,  ftorm  the  forts  of  Cranganore  and 
Cochin,  the  former  of  which,  he  faid,  he  would  carry  in 
eight  days,  and  the  latter  in  four.  He  was  as  good  as  his  wonj 
with  refped  to  the  lines ;  for,  in  lefs  than  thirteen  months 
fromf  the  day  on  which  he  made  this  declaration,  he  attacked 
and  carried  them.  Here  then  was  evidence  of  hoflilities,  as 
premeditated  by  Tippoo,  as  they  were  unprovoked  by  us. 
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His  hoftile  difpofition  was  not  confined  to  the  Englifli ;  it . 
extended  to  the  Dutch,  who,  trembling  for  the  fafety  of  their 
port  of  Cochin,  fent  him  a  letter,  written  in  a  ftile  calculated 
to  footh  him,  and  deprecate  his  anger.  His  condu&,  on 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  was  completely  unparalleled,  ex- 
cept by  that  of  a  chara&er,  in  a  very  well-written  comedy, 
he  meant  Sir  Lucius  O'Trigger,  an  Irifli  gentleman,  who, 
being  refolved,  at  all  events,  to  quarrel  with  another,  whd 
had^never  opened  his  lips  to  him,  faid  to  him,  "  Sir,  you 
«  j;e ;»  a  Thatj  sir,"  faid  the  other,'  "  is  impoffible* 
'*  for  when  you  fpoke  to  me,  I  had  not  opened  my  lips 
"  to  you."  "  That,"  replied  Sir  Lucius,  u  is  nothing  at  all 
"  to  the  queftion  ;  for  though  you  may  not  have  told  a  lie, 
"  you  thought  it,  and  that's  juft  the  fame  thing."  Jufl  of 
a  piece  with  this  was  the  language  of  Tippoo,  when  he  re- 
ceived the  letter  from  the  Dutch  Governor :  he  returned  it  un- 
opened, and  told  the  meiTenger,  that  if  he  ever  dared  to  bring 
him  fo  impertinent  a  letter  again,  he  would  give  orders  that 
his  head  fhould  be  (truck  off. 

Mr.  RICHARD  JOHNSON  fpokc  as  follows.  Sir, 
fo  much  flrefs  has  been  laid  upon  an  allegation,  that  the 
war  has  originated  in  a  pre-difpofition  in  Lord  Cornwallis 
forhcfiUity,  or  in  orders  fuppofed  to  have  been  fent  from 
Minifters  at  home,  to  promote  or  create  fuch  a  difpofition 
in  the  Government  in  India,  that  1  cannot  avoid  obtruding 
upon  you  for  a  moment,  to  ftate  a  matter  of  fa«St,  which  I 
trufl  will  fully  repel  fuch  an  idea.  Upon  my  taking  leave 
or  Lord  Cornwallis  to  depart,  1  had  the  honour  of  a  con- 
version with  him,  in  which  he  exprefled  his  ftrong  and 
aixious  apprehenfions,  from  his  knowledge  of  Tippoo*s 
movements,  that  hoilili ties  from  him  were  almoft  certain  ; 
lamented  the  exceeding  perfonal  inconvenience,  public  a* 
well  as  private,  it  would  be  to  him,  and  commifTioned  me 
to  affitre  Minifters  at  home,  that  nothing  but  the  moft  in- 
difpen fable  neceffity  fhould  urge  him  to  war,  and  that  they 
might  rely  upon  its  being  on  fuch  grounds  as  fhould  be 
perfectly  jultifiable.  Thefe  expreffions,  from  one  of  his 
l.prdfhip's   d;rc£i  and    honourable  chara^er5    are,  in  my 
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mind,  a  pdfitive  proof,  as  it  tnuft  be  to  all  who  know  him, 
that  neither  a  pre-difpofition  exifted  in  hi*  Lordfhip,  nor 
that  any  orders  could  have  been  received  from.  England,  to 
create  fuch,  a  difpofition  ;  for  it  was  irnpoflible  he  fhould 
lament  that  which  he  wifhed,  or  find  it  neceflary  to  apo- 
logifeto  Minifters  for  what  he  had  their  orders.  Thofe 
gentlemen  who  have  thought  proper  to  deny  the  juftice  of 
the  war,  have  been  driven  to  feek  the  caufe  of  it  elfe  where, 
than  in  the  unavoidable  neceffity  or  propriety  of  ir.  They 
they  therefore  have  fought  it  in  this  fuppofed  previous  dif- 
pofition for  war.  Having  now,  as  I  truft,  abfolutely  re* 
moved  that  ground,  I  proceed  to  confider  the  juftice  of  it, 
and  to  affert  that  the  Dutch  were  free  to  fell  a  fort  which 
they  had  held-  above  a  century,  which  they  had  obtained 
from  another  European  power,  neither  of  them  at  any  time 
paying  tribute  for  it,  they  were  free  to  fell,  our  ally  free 
to  buy,  and  the  Britifh  power  free  to  fupport  its  ally  in  fo 
fair  a  t  ran  feci  ion.  If  a  Britifh  ally  was  not  equal  to  this, 
he  would  be  better  without  fuch  an  alliance.  But  I  main* 
tain  that  it  was  not  merely  juft,  but  perfectly  unavoidable, 
from  the  mode  Tippoo  chofe  of  redrafting  his  fuppofed 
wrong,  or  rather  making  that  the  pretext  for  feizing  apon 
the  territories  of  our  ally.  I  will  venture  to  go  one  ftep 
farther,  and  affert,  that  fo  far  from  any  fuch  difpofition  . 
to  war,  the  very  reverfe  exifted  ;  I  mean  a  difpofition  to 
fuffer  every  thing  that  could  be  fuffered,  confidently  with 
the  honour  of  this  country  :  for  1  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  an 
all-fufficient  excufe  for  w«jr  had  fubfifled,  even  from  the 
moment  of  figning  the  treaty  of  Mangalore;  for  Tippoo 
f»ad  broken  that  treaty  in  the  nioft  flagrant  manner,  by 
fraudulently  retaining  near  twp  hundred  of  our  countrymen 
in  ihemoft  horrid  bondage.  If  any  thing  c?uld  route  and 
animate  a  Briton  to  war,  it  would  be  his  feelings  for  his 
injured  countrymen  ;  therefore,  if  any  blame  laid,  I  think  it 
is  in  not  having  gone  to  war  fooner.  But  from  this  fa£t  it 
is  clear,  that  a  difpofition  the  very  reverfe  of  that  now  af- 
ferted,  prevailed  in  India  ;  and  that  we  did  not  go  to  war, 
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until  tWr  accumulation  of  injury,  and  a  pofitrve  attack* 
left  us  no  option. 

Now,  Sir,  I  am  one  of  thofe  who  deem  this  the  moft 
fortunate  war  that  the  Britifti  interefts  were  ever  engaged 
in;  for  the  fyftem  which  Tippoo's  ambition  had  prescribed 
to  him,  made  him  hang  over  us  as  a  formidable  force,  ever 
ready  to  throw  itfelf  into  the  ,fcale  of  any  enemy,  that 
might  at  any  time  rife  up  again  ft  the  intereft  of  Britain. 
How  formidable  fuch  a  junction  might  be,  now  beft  ap- 
peared, while  we  felt  the  difficulty  of  contending  with  him 
alone*  Fortunately  for  us,  he  had  chofen  to  attack  our 
ally,  when  he  could  avail  himfelf  of  no  fupport  from  any 
of  his  former  European  or  Afia'.ic  aflbciates;  for  the  French 
were  engaged  at  home,  and  the  Mahrattas  and  Nizam  were 
joined  with  us.  His  ambition  had  fortunately  fo  far  blind- 
ed him,  as  to  entrap  himfelf;  for  he  imagined,  knowing 
the  orders  from  England  were  the  reverfe  of  thofe  now 
ftated  by  gentlemen,  (orders  to  avoid  a  war  as  much  as 
poflible)  knowing  that  we  felt  much  flreitened  in  our 
finances,  he  trufted  our  hands  were  fo  tied  up,  that  this 
was  the  time  to  attack  with  impunity  our  ally,  whom  we 
fhould  tamely  fuffer  to  he  deftroyed ;  but  unfortunately 
for  him,  he  found  the  Britifti  fpirit  of  a  different  temper. 
Under  the  fame  ambitious  fyftem,  he  was  perpetually  in 
arms,  which  obliged  us,  on  our  fide,  to  keep  up  a  conftant 
war  eftablifliment,  upon  a  frontier  of  near  five  hundred 
miles  in  length.  A  perpetual  war  eftablifliment  is  a  Situ- 
ation no  nation  is  equal  to,  and  which  muft  in  the  end 
have  rendered  nugatory  the  furplus  refources  of  Bengal, 
even  without  an  invafion  ;  therefore,  I  look  in  the  refultof 
this  war  for  the  removal  of  two  fuch  great  evils ;  and  I 
confider  the  expence  of  it  as  the  purchafe  of  our  future 
peace  and  fafety,  not  only  in  the  reduced  power  of  the 
foe,  but  in  an  economical  reduced  peace  eftablifliment.  I 
at  the  fame  time  muft  mention  a  fingular  circumftance, 
founded  in  the  fhape  and  relative  pofitions  of  the  dominions 
of  the  powers  at  war,  which  is,  that  whatever  extenfion 
of  territory  may  be  acquired,  whether  to  be  referved  fbc  • 
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ourfelves,  or  given  up  to  prefent  or  future  allies,  will  di- 
minifh  the  line  of  our  defence  ;  as  any  new  line  acrofs  tho 
peninfula,  fouth  of  the  Kiftnah,  muft  be  (horter  than  that 
now  forming  the  boundary  longitudinally  from  the  Kift- 
nah  to  very  near  Cape  Comorin. 

I  therefore  conclude,  by  declaring  my  opinion,  that  the 
war  is  not  merely  juft,  but  unavoidable;  that  we  fhould 
have  been  dtfgraced  had  we  not  repelled  the  attack ;  not 
alone  difgraced,  but  we  fhould  have  fhaken,  if  not  de- 
ftroyed,  every  prefent  and  future  alliance ;  as  by  a  defer- 
tion  of  the  principle  of  fupporting  our  allies  in  fair  objects, 
and  leaving  them  expofed  to  the  ufurping  ambition  or  re- 
fehtment  of  powerful  foes,  we  fhould  juftly  deferve  to  lofe 
all  thofe  connected  with  us.  In  addition  to  this,  I  deem 
the  war  fortunate  in  its  commencement,  political  in  its  pro* 
fecution,  and  advantageous  in  its  probable  iffue;  confe- 
quently  I  fhall  ever  vote  with  ail  motions  that  may  tend 
to  encourage  it,  and  vote  againft  all  motions  that  may  tend 
to  difcourage  it. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  replied,  that  the  Houfe  was  not  to  confider 
the  declarations  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  but  his  actions ;  not 
what  he  had  faid,  but  what  he  had  done.  The  papers-  on  the 
table  were  authentic  documents,  and  would  (hew  whether  the 
"words  ♦.id  deeds  of  the  noble  Lord  were  in  union,  or  at  vari- 
ance. 

With  refpeft  to  the  treatment  of  the  EngliQi  prifoners  by 
Tippoo,  it  could  not  be  a  ground  for  the  prefent  war,  becaufe 
it  had  been  long  overlooked  ;  and  that  Prince  had  fince  been 
confidered  as  in  amity  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  it  was  evident, 
from  the  letter  of  the  noble  Earl  to  the  Nizam,  that  on  the 
7th  of  July  1789,  Tippoo  was,  by  that  noble  Lord  himfelf, 
declared  to  be  at  peace  with  the  Englifh.  Nothing,  therefore, 
prior  to  that  date,,  could  now  be  urged  as  a  ground  for  war 
with  him  ;  and  that  very  letter,  which  confirmed  an  offenfive 
alliance  againft  Tippoo,  might  well  be  confidered  as  the  real 
caufe  of  a  war,  for  which  that  Prince  had  not  given  any  fubfe- 
quent  provocation. 

The  queftion  being  put,  that  the  amendment  (land  part  of 
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the  queftion,  the  fame  was  carried.  TV  amended  motion  was 
then  put  and  agreed  to. 

Colonel  PHIPPS  rofe,  and  after  a  (hort  fpeech,  relative  to 
the  conduft  of  the  Rajah  of  Chereca,  and  a  dfcuflion  of  much 
of  the  hiftory  of  the  origin  of  the  war,  moved  :  "  That  it  ap- 
"  pears,  that  the  agreement  entered  into  by  Lord  Cornwallis 
"  with  the  Nizam,  in  his  letter  of  the  7th  July  1789,  the 
€(  eftablifliing  a  military  poft  in  the  Travancore  country,  and 
u  the  carrying  on  war  againft  Tippoo,  in  confequence  of  his 
u  unprovoked  aggreffions,  are  confonant  to  the  wife,  mode- 
u  rate,  and  politic  views  eftablifhed  by  the  Parliament  of 
u  Great  Britain,  as  the  rule  of  condu&  to  be  obferved  in  the 
€i  xBritilh  fettlements  in  India." 

General  SMITH  obferved,  that  there  were  two  proportions 
blended  in  the  refolution,  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be 
feparated,  One  was  the  interference  of  the  Englifti  in  the  bu- 
finefs  of  Travancore ;  the  other  the  fubfequent  conduft  of  the 
war.  Perhaps  different  gentlemen  might  entertain  different 
opinions  on  thefe  two  points ;  and  therefore  he  fuggefted  the 
propriety  of  feparating  them,  and  making  each  the  fubje£t  of  & 
diftinft  refolution. 

Colonel  PHIPPS  faid,  it  was  his  intention  to  (late  the  whole 
of  our  fyftem,  in  oppofition  to  the  whole  of  Tippoo's  fyftem; 
and  this,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  beft  effefted  by  a  motion 
which  (hould  conneft  the  origin  of  profecuting  it. 

Major  MAITLAND  oppofed  the  refolution.  He  faid,  that 
even  though  all  that  had  been  alledged  hitherto  in  defence  qf 
the  war,  was  unqueftionably  true  \  ftill  this  refolution  ought 
not  to.be  carried.  A  war,  the  moftjuft  and  politic  in  its  ori- 
gin, might  ceafe  to  be  fo,  if  continued  longer  than  juftice  and 
policy  required.  The  Houfe  was  now  called  upon  to  yote,  not 
only  that  the  war  was  juft  at  its  outfet,  but  that  it  was  fo  at 
this  very  minute,  that  was  to  fay,  down  to  the  date  of  the  laft 
difpatches  from  India,  What  documents*  had  the  Houfe  to 
guide  its  judgement  on  the  occafion  1  Not  one.  It  knew,  in- 
deed, that  overtures  for  peace  had  been  made  by  Tippoo ;  but 
whether  the  terms  he  held  out  were  reafonable  or  not,  whether 
they  were  fuch  as  Lord  Cornwallis  ought  to  have  made  the 
grounds  of  a  treaty  or  not,  or  whether  they  were  fuch  as  war- 
ranted a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war,  rather  than  a  cefla- 
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tion  of  hoftilities,  were  circumftances,  about  which,  the  Houfe 
was  completely  ignorant.  To  pledge  Parliament)  thus  pre- 
maturely, was  as  imprudent  and  rafh  as  it  was  indecent ;  for 
what  would  be  the  fituation  of  the  Houfe,  if  it  fhould  appear 
hereafter,  that  Tippoo  had  offered  fuch  terms  as  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  ought  to  have  accepted,  and  that  his  Lordfhip  had  re- 
jected them  ?  For  this  part,  he  would  have  expected  a  motion 
for  a  cenfure  upon  Lord  Cornwallis,  for  not  having  tranfmit- 
ted  home  the  propofitions,  whatever  they  were,  which  Tippoo 
made  for  peace,  iather  than  a  motion  for  approving  of  his  con- 
duct. The  fuppreflion  of  \Jie  particulars  of  thofe  propofitions 
was  one  of  the  mifchiefs  arifing  from  the  union  of  the  chief  mi- 
litary and  civil  authority,  in  the  perfon  of  Lord  Cornwallis, 
which  gave  him  a  power  too  great  for  any  mortal.  The  mo* 
ment  his  Lordfhip  took  the  field  a  government  fhould  have  been 
eftablifhed  both  at  Madras  and  Calcutta,  with  power  to  con- 
trol him,  in  the  conduct  of  the  war:  to  leave  him,  a  military 
man,  fole  arbiter  of  peace  or  war,  was  a  meafure  repugnant 
to  every  principle  of  found  policy. 

Mr.  HIPPISLEY  faid,  that  there  were  fome  very  material 
facts  and  conclufions  to  be  drawn  from  the  correfpondence  on 
the  table,  which  had  not  been  noticed  on  either  tide  of  the  * 
Houfe*  From  the  correfpondence  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  pre- 
ceding the  attack  of  the  Travancore  lines,  it  was  clear  hi* 
Lordfhip  had  predetermined  on  war,  in  fupport  of  the  aggran- 
difement  of  the  Rajah  of  Travancore,  as  he  exprefsly  fays  in 
November,  two  months  at  lead  before  he  could  hear  of  the  at- 
tack of  the  lines,  that  if  the  title  of  the  Dutch  to  the  forts  of 
Cranganore  and  lacottah  could  be  fupported,  the  transfer  of 
thofe  places  to  the  Rajah  of  Travancore  fhould  he  maintained 
and  defended.  The  prior  letters  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  indeed, 
feem  to  fpeak  the  language  of  great  caution  and  apprehenfion 
of  the  confequences  of  the  difpute  with  Tippoo  Sultan  ;  but 
in  this  letter  of  November,  his  Lordfhip  throws  off  all  refer- 
vation  and  apprehenfion,  and  determines  at  once  to  fupport 
the  Rajah  in  his  new  aCquifitions.  With  refpedt  to  the  con- 
dud  of  the  Madras  Government,  Under  the  adminiftration  of 
Sir  A.  Campbell,  Mr.  HippiAey  repeated  his  conviction,  that 
the  act  of  fending  the  troops  was  purely  defenjive,  aa  far  as  it 
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was  conne&ed  with  Sir  A.  Campbell's  motives,  whofc  con- 
duit had  been  highly  confident  and  meritorious.  The  Rajah 
had  applied  to  him  for  a  guard  ;  it  was  fent  *  he  then  applied 
for  officers  to  command  hU  provincial  battalions,  which  Sir  A. 
Campbell  refufecj,  afligning  good  reafons  for  his  rcfufal,  but 
told  him,  that  ifhewifhedfortwo  or  three  battalions  to  defend 
'his  frontiers  on  the  Eaft  from  an  attack,  they  would  be  granted 
on  application.  The  Rajah  apprehended  an  attack,  anil  well 
he  might,  as  it  was  proved  by  the  papers  on  the  table,  and  by 
his  own  confeflion,  fince  Sir  A.  Campbell  left  the  Govern- 
ment, that  he  had  been  for  two  yeafrs  negociating  the  purchafe 
of  Cranganore,  a  fort  feated  in  the  dominions  of  Tippoo  Sul- 
tan. Gentlemen  had  been  very  forward  to  aflign  motives  to 
Lord  Cornwallis  to  authorife  the  war  ;  none  of  thefe  motives, 
however,  were  accepted  or  avowed  by  his  Lordihip  ^  but  a  war 
he  determines  on,  independently  of  Tippoo's  attack  of  the  Tra- 
vancore  lines,  on  the  ground  before  dated.  With  refpedt  to 
the  letter  to  the  Nizam,  Mr.  Hippifley  faid,  he  always  confi- 
dered  it  as  a  mod  ofFenfive  letter,  and  fuch  as  might  reafonably 
have  excited  juft  fufpicion  in  the  mind  of  Tippoo  Sultan,  who 
from  this  moment  muft  have  confidered  himfelf  expofed  to  an 
attack  from  the  Nizam  aided  by  the  Britifh  troops.  When  the 
Minifter  of  the  Nizam  offered  to  refcind  the  nugatory  arti- 
cles of  the  treaties,  Lord  Cornwallis  ought  in  prudence  to  have 
embraced  the  overture  ;  on  the  contrary,  his  Lordfliip  recog- 
nizes and  confirms  thofe  very  articles,  which  had  drawn  re-, 
peated  cenfures  from  the  Direftors  on  the  Governments  who 
framed  them,  and  which  were  declared  to  be  fubverfive  of  every 
principle  of  found  policy,  and  of  every  regulation  which  had 
been  prescribed  to  thofe  governments  for  regulating  their  con- 
duct towards  the  country,  powers  ;  Lord  Cornwallis  had  alfo 
in  this  letter  or  treaty,  refcinded  the  negative  we  held  on  the 
Nizam's  demand  for  troops ;  even  fuggefting  to  the  Nizam  ir*-* 
direftly  how  he  might  employ  them,  and  farther  if,  by  his 
means,  we  got  pofleffion  of  Tippoo's  country  (though  Tippoo 
at  that  time,  Lord  Cornwallis  exprefsly  fays,  had  given  us  nq 
provocation,)  neverthelefs,  we  would  retain  his  country  fo 
conquered,  paying  the  chout  to  the  Mahrarttas,  and  tribute  ta 
the  Nizam.  Mr.  Hippifley  concluded,  by  obferving,  that 
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thefe,  and  many  other  reafons  equally  ftrong,  and  before  Rated, 
operated  with"  him  to  give  a  negative  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  POWYS  obferved,  that  in  the  feufe  in  which  he  (hould 
vote  for  the  refolution,  and  in  which  he  prefumed  it  had  been 
moved,  no  inconvenience  could  arife  to  the  Houfe,  even  though 
it  fhould  be  found  hereafter  that  Lord  Cornwallis  had  rejected 
overtures  of  peace  fuch  as  it  would  have  been  his  duty  to  ac- 
cept. He  (hould  confider  the  approbation  meant  to  be  conveyed 
by  the  refolution  as  confined  to  the  origin  of  the  vyar,  and  the 
judgement  with  which  the  military  operations  of  it  had  been 
conducted:  he  would  vote  for  it  in  this  fenfe ;  but  he  did  not 
confider  himfelf  as  approving  of  any  part  of  Lord  Cornwallis's 
conduct,  relative  to  which,  no  documents  were  then  before  the 
Houfe. 

Colonel  PHIPPS  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  give  to  the  fenfe 
of  the  refolution  the  narrow  limits  within  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  intended  to  confine  it.  It  was  his  object,  un- 
equivocally and  generally,  to  approve  of  every  part  of  Lord 
Cornwallis's  conduct  from  the  period,  when  he  found  Jiimfelf 
provoked  into  a  war  which  he  wifhed  to  have  been  able  to' 
avoid,  down  to  the  datfc  of  the  lateft  difpatches  received  from 
him. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  would  have  had  no  defire  to  trouble  tho 
Houfe  to-night,  but  for  the  motion  which  had  juft  been  made 
by  an  honourable  gentleman,  and  one  not  lefs  improper,  in 
his  opinion,  than  unexpected.  He  therefore,  inftead  of  al- 
lowing it  to  pafs  in  filence,  felt  it  his  duty  to  enter  his  folemn 
proteft  againft  it  in  tofo,  in  fubftance  as  well  as  in  form.  As 
to  the  ambiguity  in  it,  which  it  had  been  faid  his  honourable, 
friend  had  availed  himfelf  of,  he  mud  obferve,  that  all  ambi- 
guity was  now  done  away,  becaufe  the  honourable  mover  had 
completely  explained  the  extent  to  which  he  wifhed  it  to  go, 
and  that,  he  believed,  was  a  greater  length  than  any  Houfe  of 
Commons  could  very  readily  admit.  His  honourable  friend 
Ijad  very  properly  aflced,  whether  the  approbation  it  contained, 
was  meant  to  apply  to  the  origin  and  commencement  of  thev 
Var,  or  to  the  carrying  on  and  continuance  of  it.  On  this 
point  the  Houfe  had  been  told,  that  it  was  meant  as  a  com* 
plete  approbation  of  every  thing  refpecting  the  war  from  it* 
erigin  to  the  prefent  moment ;  no  one  could  fuppofe,  that  he 
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meant  the  moment  he  was  now  fpeaking,  but  down  to  the 
date  of  the  laft  information  that  Was  received.  Now  he  would 
aflc,  if  there  was  either  reafon,  common  fenfe,  or  honedy,  in 
patting  a  vote  of  approbation,  not  only  of  the  origin  and  con- 
du&vof  the  war,  as  far  as  they  were  informed  of  it,  but  of 
the  continuance  of  a  war,  which  at  bed  mud  be  deftrudive 
and  ruinous  in  its  confequences,  when  they  knew  that  terms  of 
peace  had  been  offered,  but  on  all  hands  confefled,  that  they 
were  perfefily  and  completely  ignorant  of  what  thofe  terms 
were.  One  honourable  gentleman  had  reafoned  in  a  drange 
manner,  when  he  allowed  that  terms  had  been  offered,  but  as, 
they,  had  not  been  accepted,  they  muft  have  been  bad  terms : 
lie  would  appeal  to  any  man,  if  this  was  a  reafonable,  or  a 
becoming  way  for  that  Houfe  tp  reafon  ;  or  rather,  he  would 
declare,  that  notwithdanding  all  the  great  dretches  of  mini* 
Aerial  confidence  that  had  become  fo  new-fangled  and  fafhion* 
able  a  mode  of  argument,  it  could  not  poflibly  have  been  ex- 
tended to  a  greater  length  than  was  now  attempted.  He  held 
the  fame  opinions  now  that  he  had  always  done  upon  this  war  \ 
and  would  ever  proted  mod  folemnly  againd  its  origin,  com- 
mencement, and  continuance,  as  an  unjuft,  impolitic,  and 
extravagant  war  ;  and  whatever  refpe&  might  be  due  to  the 
honourable  gentleman's  opinions  on  other  fubje&s,  he  could 
not  help  laying  great  ftrefs  upon  the  authority  of  the  noble 
Earl  himfelf,  who  had  conducted  the  war ;  and  he  infided, 
that  the  noble  Earl's  opinions,  exprefTed  unequivocally  in  his' 
letters,  bore  him  out  in  the  judgement  he  had  formed  and  dated 
to  that  Houfe,  whenever  he  mentioned  either  the  progrefs  or 
poffiblc  refult  of  the  war.  He  would  put  entirely  out  of  the 
queftion  all  that  had  been  faid  about  the  Chief  of  Chereca,  the 
detention  and  bondage  of  our  prifoners,  and  the  hodile  and 
turbulent  difpofition  of  Tippoo  towards  this  country,  for  forne 
time  back,  which  had  been  much  enlarged  upon  by  the;  ho- 
nourable mover,  though  he  could  not  fee  that  it  had  much  to 
do  with  the  quedion  before  the  Houfe  ;  but  when  he  recurred 
to  the  fame  high  authority  he  had  before  mentioned,  he  found 
that  no  fuch  difpofition  exided  as  that  with  which  Tippoo  wa* 
fo  often  charged ;  and  finding  this  to  be  the  cafe,  how  could 
he  Men  to  the  charges  of  infraction,  of  treaties  fo  commonly 
alledged  againd  him,  more  efpecially  when  the  Houfe  and  the- 
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country  were  acquainted  with  the  annual  declaration  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  was  Minifter  for  Indian  af- 
fairs had  fo  often  delivered  in  that  Houfe,  that  there  was  every 
appearance  of  peace  being  eftablifticd  on  a  permanent  bafis, 
and  no  likelihood  of  its  being  interrupted  in  thofe  regions.     If 
this  was  true,  how  were  they  to  reconcile  that  declaration  with 
the  account  now  given,  that  Tippoo  had  been  daily  infringing 
on  us  and  our  allies,  and  had  been  doing  fo  in  fome  way  or 
other  for  a  confiderable  time.     But  Minifters  could  not,  he 
was  fure,  continue  to  ufc  thofe  arguments,    or  if  they  did,  , 
would  it  add  much  either  to  their  credit  or  their  popularity  ? 
As  to  the  forts  of  Iacottah  and  Cranganore,  that  fubjeft  had 
been  very  fully  argued  laft  year,  and  he  would  not  go  over  the 
fame  ground  again  farther  than  as  they  might  be  ftated  as  the 
origin  of  the  war.     Now  let  us  fee  how  we  can  convert  the 
refult  of  this  purchafe  of  the  Rajah  of  Travancore  from  the 
Dutch,  into  an  aggreffion  of  Tippoo's  againft  our  ally,  which 
ought  to  have  involved  us  in  a  war  on  pretence  of  a  defenfive 
treaty  with  the  Rajah.     In  what  manner  was  the  Rajah  our 
ally  ?    Was  he  in  the  fame  light  as  Pruflia  or  the  United 
States  ?  Certainly  not.    We  flood  exa&ly  upon  the  footing  of 
*  fimple  general  guarantee  to  the  Rajah  againft  any  attack 
that  Tippoo  might  make  upon  him.     But  Tippoo  had  made 
no  attack  whatever  upon  the  Travancore  country.    On  the 
contrary,  the  Rajah  had  a&ually  agreed  with  the  Dutch  for 
thofe  forts,  and  Tippoo  then  indeed  began  to  form  fome  ap- 
prehenfions  that  the  Rajah  and  the  Dutch  were  laying  their 
heads  together  for  no  good  purpofe  towards  him  ;  it  was  there- 
fore natural  for  him  to  be  put  upon  his  guard  ;  but  %  ftill  no- 
thing was  done  on  his  part,  that  ought  to  have  provoked  our 
interference,  or  involved  us  in  a  war :  therefore  not  having  juft 
grounds  for  our  proceedings,  which  were  certainly  very  unlike 
pacific  meafures,  we  had  recourfe  to  a  (huffling  and  difgrace- 
fiil  manoeuvre,  by  pretending  to  defend  our  ally  againft  the 
hoftile  preparations  which  Tippoo,    in  confequence  of  this 
purchafe,  found  it  neceffary  to  make  for  his  own  defence,  and 
for  the  purpofe  of  an  attack  upon  the  Rajah  of  Travancore; 
that  fome  fuch  manoeuvre  was  pra&ifed,  feems  to  have  been 
the  opinion  even  of  Mr.  Powney. 
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If  this  was  the  cafe,  our  condu&  was  as  unnecefTary  and  un- 
juft,  as  it  was  unprovoked  and  inexpedient ;  and,  indeed,  if 
the"  reverfe  was  not  abfolutely  true,  and  there  was  no  informa- 
tion that  could  lead  us  to  think  it  was,  did  we  not  expofe  our- 
felves,  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  world,  as  dupes — moft  ridiculous 
dupes,  to  the  Dutch,  in  this  bufinefs  ?  In  all  that  he  had  ar- 
gued on  this  point,  he  was  borne  through  by  the  reafoning  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  himfelf,  in  the  papers  on  the  table,  which 
completely  admitted  and  fupported  the  ftatement  he  had  given. 
The  next  queftion  came  to  be,  whether  the  Dutch  had  a  right 
to  fell,  or  the  Rajah  to  buy,  thofe  forts  ?  but  however  that 
point  might  ftand,  he  contended,  when  a  power,  with  whom 
we  had  afimpk  defenfive  alliance,  chofe  to  make  any  purchafe 
from  another  power,  without  confulting  us,  or  rather  in  direct 
contradi&ion  to  our  wifties,  we  were  in  no  ways  bound  to  enter 
into  any  difpute,  or  involve  ourfelves  in  any  war,  that  might 
be  the  confequence  of  that  purchafe.  Could  any  man  of  com- 
mon fenfe  think  otherwife  ?  could  fuch  a  do&rine  be  admitted  in 
Europe  ?  certainly  it  never  could. 

The  cafe  of  Gibraltar  had  been  ftated  on  a  former  day,  and 
he  would  ftate  another  cafe.  Would  any  man,  he  faid,  pre- 
tend,, that  if  France  had  a  defenfive  ally,  and  had  purchafed 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  that  this  country  and  the  United 
States  would  not  juftly  take  the  alarm,  and  attack  France?  If 
a  defenfive  alliance  was  confidered  as  extending  farther  than 
the  defence  of  the  natural  and  proper  dominions  of  the  Prince 
^rith  whom  fuch  alliance  was  made,  better  he  mould  fay, 
would  it  be  for  any  country  never  to  enter  into  any  defenfive 
alliance.  If  the  King  of  Pruflia,  for  inftance,  had  bought  Oc- 
zakow  of  the  Turks,,  would  it  have  been  thought  by  this  coun- 
try a  fit  ground  for  us  to  go  to  war  with  Ruffia  ?  Mr.  Fox  rea-  * 
fpned  as  to  Lord  Cornwallis's  letter  to  the  Nizam,  and  con- 
tended the  divifion  of  Tippoo's  territory  therein  ftated,  was  a 
iufficient  indication  of  hoftile  intentions  on  the  part  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  If  this  country  were  to  know,  that  France  in 
.  concert  with  Spain,  had  projected  a  divifion  of  the  pofTeffions 
ef  Great  Britain  in  the  Weft  Indies,  had  given  Jamaica  in  con- 
templation to  Spain,  and  had  in  like  manner  determined  to  dif- 
pofe  of  the  other  iflands,  he  afked,  would  this  ^country  bear 
fuch  an  infult  ?    Moft  certainly  we  would  think  it  a  juft  caufc 
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of  war.  Why  then  were  we  to  cxpeft  that  Tippoo  would  look 
tin  Lord  Cornwallis's  letter  to  the  Nizam  in  a  more  favour- 
able point  of  view  ?  The  Rajah  of  Travancore  had  got  the 
forts,  the  Nizam  was  to  have  his  chout,  and  the  Mahrattas 
their  pefheufti ;  and  this  was  a  point,  which,  though  our  al 
lies  did  not  wifh  tQ  ftipulate  for,  yet  our  regard  for  them  made 
lis  infift  upon  it,  as  if  we  had  a  greater  regard  for  their  inte- 
refts  than  they  thernfelves  had.  With  regard  to  the  treaties  oJ 
1766  and  1768)  he  confidered  the  revival  of  them  as  more  in- 
jfulting,  than  if  we  had  entered  into  a  new  treaty.  He  repeated, 
what  was  evidently  Lord  Cornwallis's  opinion  of  the  war,  that 
however  fuccefsful,  it  muft  be  attended  with  ruinous  confe- 
rences to  the  Company's  finances.  He  reprobated  the  ac 
quifition  of  territory,  as  a  caufe  of  war ;  and  likewife,  the 
v  idea,  that  this  was  the  proper  time  to  take  advantage  of  Tip- 
poo Sultan's  fituation  in  order  to  crufti  his  power,  when  his 
ally,  the  French,  were  unable  to  affift  him.  With  regard  to 
what  had  been  faid  as  to  prifoners  detained  by  Tippoo,  that 
alone,  if  true,  was  a  juft  and  proper  caufe  for  going  to  war; 
but  whether  the  fafts  ware  exaggerated,  or  not,  he  could  not 
fay ;  however,  if  true,  they  fliould  have  been  avenged  long 
ago.  Revenge  for  injuries  long  paft  was  a  caufe  which  he  never 
would  fnbmit  to;  there  were  fome,  indeed,  who  thought 

u  A  brave  revenge  could  never  come  too  late." 

But  it  was  a  fentiment  altogether  unworthy  of  a  great  nation. 
The  violence  of  paflion,  and  the  infirmities  of  our  nature, 
made  individuals  feek  revenge ;  but  though  an  individual  might 
be  guided  by  prejudice  and  violence  of  temper,  it  became  a 
great  nation  to  be  led  by  principle,  and  not  by  paflion.  Re- 
venge, which  in  the  cafe  of  an  individual,  could  only  be  exte 
,  nuated  as  proceeding  Yrom  a  fudden  impulfe,  in  the  cafe  of  a 
whole  people,  was  altogether  unjuftifiable.  If  the  principle 
'  of  private  revenge  was  contemptible  and  deteftable,  public  was 
cejtainly  much  more  fo.  As  to  the  policy  of  the  war,  he  had 
always  argued  againft  it  at  the  outfet,  but  ftill  more  againft  its 
continuance,  particularly  as  it  was  known  that  terms  of  peace 
had  been  offered,  and  rejefted,  though  they  who  were  about  to 

vote  their  approbation  of  carrying  on  this  war  were  totally  ig-  , 
Vol.  XXXII.  T 
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norant  of  what  thofe  terms  Were,  His  honourable  friend  bsd 
been  alked  why  he  did  not  bring  forward  his  other  motipn  ;  but 
while  all  farther  information  was  withheld,  it  would  have  been 
improper  for  him  to  have  done  iti  He  was  pleafed  that  in  fome 
degree  to-night  the  meafure  had  been  debated  without  introduo 
'  ing  the  characters  of  individuals,  which  was  right,  though  in 
all  former  debates  on  this  fubje&,  w^Bfteretjhlame  was  imputed 
to  the  meafure,  it  had  been  oppofea*  upon  the  ground  of  cha- 
racter, which  forrped  no  defence,  and  a  very  unfair  mode  of 
arguing.  He  wifhed  to  put  a  queftion  to  Minifters  at  home, 
and  to  ait  where  the  orders  came  from  ?  He  did  not  talk  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  ;  why  need  he,  when  Minifters  of  the  India 
Board  here  take  refponfibility  to  themfelves  i  and  no  man  in 
that  Houfe,  or  out  of  it,  who  knew  his  temper,  or  difpofition, 
would  attribute  to  him  any  wiih  or  inclination  to  attack  abfent 
Generals  or  abfent  Minifters,  who  had  no  opportunity  of  de- 
fending themfelves;  it  was  therefore  to  thofe  at  home  that  he 
addrefled  himfelf.  Having  faid  thus  much,  he  thought  himfelf 
entitled  to  make  fome  obfervations  upon  the  noble  Lord's  fitu- 
ation,  which  he  always  had  thought,  and  of  late  more  than 
ever,  was  a  fituation  in  which  no  man,  however  high  his  cha- 
racter, if  pofleffed  of  all  the  talents  and  abilities  that  a  mortal 
could  enjoy,  ought  to  be  placed  ;  and  to  this  fitutftion,  over 
which  there  was  no  control  whatever  of  any  kind,  he  imputed 
'the  concealment  of  the  terms  that  had  been  offered  for  a  peace 
with  Tippoo,  and  until  they  were  known  no  man  in  that 
Houfe,  or  in  this  country,  could  approve  of  continuing  the 
war.  He  gave  it  as  a  decided  opinion,  that  when  Lord  Corn- 
wallis took  the  field,  there  ought  to  have  been  a  civil  Govern- 
ment eftabliihed  at  Bengal,  and  another  at  Madras ;  he  did  not 
mean  that  there  was  no  government  there,  but  that  there  ought 
to  have  been  a  government,  with  effectual  powers,  to  judge  of 
the  progrefs  of  the  war,  and  to  which  thofe  who  conducted  ir, 
might  have  been  refponfible.  Combining  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary powers  in  one  man,  refponfible  to  no  other  power  in  the 
country  where  he  afted,  he  would  always  condemn  as  danger- 
ous, apd  would  declare,  that  whoever  was  invefted  with  it, 
was  poifeifed  of  a  power  infinitely  too  great  to  be  entrufted  to 
any  mortal ;  it  tended  to  corrupt  the  mind,  and  render  it  un- 
equal to  thofe  exertions  which  it  might,  in  other  fituations,  ibe 
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capable  to  perform.  Upon  all  thofe  grounds,  lie  would  only 
addj  that  his  duty  to  his  conftituents,  and  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, led  hirft  to  ertprefs  his  oppofition  to  the  motion,  which  as 
fomuch  had  already  been  laid  on  the  fubjeft,  he  would  not  prefs 
farther  upon  the  Houfe . 

Mr.  Chancellor  PIXT  faid,  that  before  he  troubled  the 
Houfe  "with  the  fe#  obfWPations  he  had  to  fubmit  on  the  fub- 
jeft itfelf,  he  mtift  make  a*  few  with  regard  to  the  manner  in 
which  gentlemen  on' the  other  fide  had  fliifted  thrir  ground, 
upon  the  difcuffion  of  the  point  now  to  be  debated-  If  cha- 
racter c<y*ld  be  a  ihield — if  courage  and  abilities  could  be  a 
protection  from  any  attack,  there  never  did  exift,  for  honour 
or  for  virtue,  a  more  complete  anfwer  to  all  than  the  charader 
of  Lord  Cornwallis ;  but  where  there  was  any  thing  to  anfwer 
without  the  proteftion  of  fuch  afhield,  fuch  was  the  difpofition 
of  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Dundas),  that  he  would  not  avail 
himfelf  of  that  advantage*  but  would  come  forward  boldly,  and 
ipeet  the  attack  himfelf. 

The  prefent  motion  now  brought  forward  regarded  the  ori- 
gin of  the  war  in  India,  and  the  ground  on  which  it  was  un- 
dertaken; but  on  the  firft  day  of  this  feflion,  when  that  ques- 
tion came  from  that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  on  the  other  there  wis 
adopted  a  fyftem  of  criticifm  2nd  feverity  upon  the  condu&of 
certain   military  officers     The  charadter  of  thofe  who  were 
fighting,  and  perhaps  bleeding,  for  their  country,  had  been 
rrioft  feverely  attacked.     On  that  occkfion,  his  right  honour- 
able friend  had  vtfy  juftly  faid,  "  If  you  will  difcufs  this  fub- 
€t  je&,  difcufs  it  on  its  own  merits,  and  contend  with  thofe 
**  who  are  prefent ;  difcufs  the  merits  of  the  war  in  India  from 
"  the  papers  now  upon  jhe  table,  and  point  your  attack  againft 
i€  us,  who  are  here  to  anfwer  you,  and  who  avow  ourfelves  re- 
"  fponfible  for  the  commencement  of  this  war."    What  then 
was  the  courfe  they  took  ?    Inftead  of  taking  the  fubjeft  up  in 
this  fair  and  manly  way,  they  had  reference  to  the  letter  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  to  the  Nizam,  and  making  that  the  firft  ground  of 
their  attack,  they  then  implicated  the  condu&  of  Lord  Corn- 
wall-is in  this  tranfa&ion,  and  mixed  it  with  all  the  oppro- 
*  brious  terms  they  were  pleafed  to  ufe  againft  that  war  ;  and 
then,  when  it  was  refuted,  they  infinuated,  that  from  that  let- 
ter it  would  appear  that  there  was  a  difpofition  in  Lord  Corn* 
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wallis  to.  do  fomething  in  oppofition  to  what  he  faid  on  that . 
fubjedl;  and  that  in  point  of  fa&  he  was  feeking  a  quarrel, 
and  devifing  means  to  commence  hoftilities  againfl  Tippoo. 
Could  any  man  be  furprifed,  if  he  faid  that  he  confidered 
this  as  a  charge  againft  the  character  of  Lord  Cornwallis  > 
In  that  light  it  was  beheld,  in  that  light  it  was  repelled,  in 
that  light  it  was  argued,  in  that  light  it  was  refuted,  in 
%  that  light  it  was  rejected  by  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  as  it 
Ought  to  have  been. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  began  by 
faying  that  he  (hould  proteft  againft  the  form,  the  matter, 
the  manner,  and  the  fubftance  of  the  prefent  motion.  Now, 
as  to  its  form  and  its  manner,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would 
fee  no  objection.  What  was  the  form  of  its  being  moved  ? 
Hact  they  called  on  the  Houfe  to  decide  before  they  knew 
what  had  paffed  on  this  war,  and  therefore  the  Houfe  fhould 
not  give  their  fan&ion  to  the  prefent  motion  ?  No  fuch 
thing.  He  called  on  them  for  nothing  more  than  to  follow 
the  form,  the  matter,  the  manner,  and  every  thing  but 
the  fubftance,,  of  a  motion  already  made  and  ftrenuoufly  fup- 
ported  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe;,  namely^ 
a  motion  for  cenfure.  If,  therefore,  they  thought  them- 
felves  in  pofleflion,  on  that  ocqafion^  of  fufficient  materials  for 
cenfure,  there  fhould  certainly  be  admitted  that  the  fubjedt 
was  fit  for  inveftigation,  and  therefore  they  would  give 
Ihofe  who  differed  from  them  in  opinion  leave  to  urge  their 
opinions,  and  toexprefs  them  according  to  their  feelings. 

As  to  the  point  which  had  been  urged  with  fo  much  reli- 
ance of  fuccefs  in  point  of  argument,  the  carrying  on  of 
the  war  after  propofals  «ir  terms  of  peace  had  been  offered 
fince  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  he  muft  fay,  that 
the  obfervation  did  not  apply  to  the  prefent  cafe,  for  tha- 
points  here  to  be  confidered  were  the  origin  of  the  war,  ar*d 
the  conduct  of  it,  as  appeared  by  the  papers  on  the  table. 
Gentlemen  werepleafed  to  fay,  that  terms  of  peace  had  beea 
offered  on  the  part  of  Tippoo — To  which  he  begged  leave, 
to  fay,  "  No  fuch  thing." — There  were  no  official  accounts 
that  w«re  not  now  on  the  table,  and  it  did  not  appear  by 
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them,  that  terms  of  peace  had  been  offered.  He  had  no  in- 
formation of  fuch  terms — He  knew  of  none — True  it  was 
that  Tippoo  had  fent  vakeels  to  treat  for  peace,  but  without 
explaining  the  conditions  upon  which  he  propofed  to  con* 
elude  it;  and  on  the  whole,  we  had  reafon  to  believe,  it  was 
his  objeft  to  feparate  us  and  our  allies  in  India.  There  be- 
ing then  no  terms,  as  far  as  we  knew,  of  peace  offered  on 
any  condition  that  we  could  honourably  accept,  the  natural 
and  fair  conclufion  was,  from  all  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  and  moft  particularly  from  the  charafler  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  that  no  honourable  terms  for  peace  had  been 
offered  to  him,  and  by  him  rejefted.  But  did  the  refolution 
now  before  the  Houfe  fay  that  he  (hould  carry  on  the  war* 
notwithftandingany  terms  of  peace  that  may  have  been  of- 
fered ?  By  no  means ;  it  only  approved  of  the  origin  of  the 
war  on  our  part,  and  of  tbe  continuance  of  it,  as  far  as  we 
:*t  this  time  have  any  knowledge  of  the  circumftances  with 
Which  it  had  been  attended. 

Having  made  thefe  observations  on  the  matter,  the  man- 
ner, and  the  form  of  this  motion,  he  then  came  to  what  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  the  fubftance  of  the  cafe,  and  the  foun- 
dation  of  the  whole  difpute  between  them,  namely,  the  point 
of  aggreffion.  Suppofing  it  to  be  admitted  that  the  Rajah 
of  Travancore  had  a  right  to  buy  Cranganore— Suppofing 
that  the  Dutch  had  a  right  to  fell — Suppofing  the  purchafe 
to  have  heen  completed — Suppofing  the  Rajah  of  Travancore 
to  be  our  ally,  and  that  an  attack  was  made  on  Cranganore 
by  Tippoo,  and,(  finally,  that  Tippoo  had  no  rational 
ground  of  fufpicion,  the  point  then  would  be  quite  clear; 
and  thofe  who  agreed  with  him  in  opinion  that  Tippoo  had 
no  rational  ground  for  fufpicion,,  wouldbe  convinced  of  the 
propriety  of  the  war  on  our  part,  becaufe  the  attack  on  the 
part  of  Tippoo  was  wanton,  and  hecaufe  that  attack  was 
made  upon  our  ally,  fuch  honourable  gentlemen  would  ac- 
cede to  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfe, 

Thefe  were  clear  grounds,  and  they  were  grounds  that 
had  been  argued  repeatedly,  and  on  which  the  Houfe  had 
already  decided.     They  had  already  declared  their  opinion 
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that  there  was  no  provocation  to  Tippoo  to  jollify  his  at- 
tack on  our  ally,  but  having  made  it,  we  were  as  much 
bound  by  our  treaty  in  that  part  of  the  world  as  by  any 
ot/ier  in  any  Court  in  Europe  to  defend  the  rights  of  our 
ally,  for  our  own  honour,  for  the  fake  of  the  fentilh  name, 
and  the  Britifh  nation ;  for  he  was  convinced  that  our  in* 
tereft,  and  thefafefy  of  our  pofleffions,  required  our  inter- 
ference on  this  occafion. 

Much  ftrefs  had  been  laid  on  the  point,  that  the  pur- 
chafe  of  a  place,  which  may  be  the  object  of  a  waf,  is  to 
involve  the  allies  of  the  purchafer  in  that  war ;  $hd  for 
this  purpofe  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
pleafed  to  allude  to  OczakoW,  and  had  fuppofed  that  had 
it  been  fold  by  the  Porte  to  Pruffia,  there  would  have  been 
an  end  to  all  the  difcuflion  on  the  late  armament,  upon 
the  point  of  preferving  the  balance  of  power ;  that  the 
queftion  of  purchafe  of  a  fortrefs,  capable  of  being  ufed 
offenfively,  might  involve  us  in  a  war.  The  truth  was, 
that  here  there  was  a  little  variation  from  the  fact,  for 
that  Oczakow  was  in  the  poflefTion  of  Ruffia,  and  that 
from  that  poffeffion  His  Majefty's  Minifters  were,  under 
all  the  circumflances  of  that  cafe,  of  opinion,  that  the 
balance  of  power  might  eventually  be  affefted,  if  the  Ruf- 
fian arms  were  not  oppofed ;  this  obfervation  was  a  little 
better  than  any  of  theexcufes  which  Tippoo  made  for  his 
conduit,  and  juft  as  good  as  the  other  arguments,  which 
gentlemen,  in  this  country,  were  pleafed  to  affign  for  him 
in  that  Houfe.> 

The  letter  of  Lord  CornWallis  he  confidered  as  nothing 
more  than  a  proper  explanation  of  a  doubtful claufe  of  a 
former  treaty,  and  that  it  was  only  fo  intended  by  Lord 
Cornwallis,  and  that  it  was  conformable  to  the  fpirit  of 
the  law  of  nations,  and  was  fuch  as  agreed  with  the  fub*- 
fequent  orders  of  Parliament.  The  letter  proved,  that 
Lord  Cornwallis  was  not  defirous  of  war,  but  was  incli- 
ned to  peacv  and  he  would  maintain,  that  this  divifion  of 
territory,  by  this  purchafe,  could  not  rcafonably  excite 
the  jealoufy  of  Tippoo.     He  &id,    Jae  was  not  afraid  to 
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reft  the  whole  cafe  on  that  firaple  iffue,  and  he  was  ready 
to  difcufs  that  abitraft  point,  provided  it  was  done  with 
decency ;  he  would  appeal  to  the  fenfc  of  the  Houfe — to 
any  man  in  it,  or  out  of  it,  on  this  fubjeft,  and  reft 
the  whole  on  the  plain  fenfe  of  the  cafe,  taking  the  origin 
of  the  war,  the  poiicy  of  the  war,  and  the  chara&er  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  who  had  the  conduft  of  it,  into  confi* 
deration*  He  believed  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
coming  to  a  conclufion  on  that  point;  as  to  the  idea  of 
the  danger  of  our  approving  here  what  might,  perhaps, 
turn  out  to  be  ruinous  to  our  chara&er  in  India  hereafter, 
there  wis  a  high  probability  that  we  ihould  have  favour- 
able intelligence  from  that  quarter,  before  there  was  any 
chance  of  any  account  arriving  there  of  the  effe&  of  the 
deliberations  of  that  Houfe  upon  the  fubje&;  and  there- 
fore, upon  that  topic,  he  ihould  fay  nothing  farther. 

With  regard  to  the  prefent  power  of  Francte  in  India,  he 
would  freely  confefs,  that  he  hoped  this  nation  was  much  too 
noble  in  its  fpirit  to  avail  itfelf  for  a  moment,  or  cherifh  a 
wifli  to  avail  itfelf,  in  fo  unmanly  a  manner,  of  fhe  diftrefles 
of  that  kingdom,  to  build  on  that  diftrefs  our  own  aggrandife- 
ment ;  but  if  we  had  feen  that  there  was  a  policy  to  diftrefs, 
and  perhaps  deftroy  the  intereft  of  the  Britifh  power  in  In- 
dia ;  if  we  knew  that  fome  time  fince,  and  at  this  moment 
bad  reafon  to  believe  that  Tippoo  had  combined  with  the 
power  of  France  for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying  all  our  power 
in  India,  we  ihould  be  led  to  fay  that  the  continuance  of  our 
power  there  was  not  to  be  dated  as  the  effeS  of  their  forbear- 
ance, or  as  a  piece  of  good  fortune  in  any  other  way  than  the 
kind  interpofition  of  the  providence  of  heaven  in  our  favour. 
It  was  the  prote&ion  of  Providence  that  preferved  the  juftice 
of  the  caufe  of  this  country  from  falling  a  facrifice  to  the 
power  of  France  in  India.  They  could  not  now  difturb  us 
there,  and  therefore  we  Ihould  certainly  not  now  be  negli- 
gent of  our  rights  at  this  moment.  Hereafter,  if  they  Ihould 
rife  into  fplendor,  it  might  become  their  policy  to  ufe  all  their 
endeavours  to  deftroy  all  our  power  in  India,  and  follow 
their  former  fcheme  of  aggrandifement  and  ambition! 


i44         parliamentary        ,  a.  t^t. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  "  Never  (hall  this  reprefentation  of  what 
44  I  fay  pafs  unnoticed  by  me.  Allufion  has  been  made  to 
"  the  firft  day  of  the  prefent  feflion,  and  to  what  was  then 
44  faid  on  this  fubje&  on  that  day.  We  are  charged  with  . 
"  having  entered  into  a  critical  inquiry  into  the  chara&er  of 
44  honourable  and  abfent  officers.  Who  introduced  it  ?— 
44  Who  called  for  this  inquiry? — The  gentlemen  on  the 
44  Other  fide  infilled  on  our  beftowing  praife,  when  we  in 
44  our  hearts  believed  it  was  not  deferving.  They  infilled 
"  on  our  becoming  critics  upon  the  fubjeft  which  they  in- 
44  troduced.  They  aflced,  defired,  demanded  my  opinion. 
44  They  now  blame  me  for  giving  it  freely !  Whatever  the 
44  Houfe  may  think  upon  this  war,  I  hope  they  will  fee  we 
"  could  not  abflain  from  giving  an  opinion.  It  was  a  free, 
44  an  honed,  and  candid  opinion.  Whoever  afferts  otherwife, 
44  or  infinuates  it  was  not  fo,  alferts  what  does  not  become  a 
44  man  of  fentiment,  generofity,  or  honour/* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  "  I  did  think  that  the  gentle* 
44  men  on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe  did  attack  the  chara&erof 
"  abfent  officers  upon  materials  not  then  before  the  Houfe, 
"  cr  before  the  Public.  What  the  matter  was,  I  do  not 
44  know.  They  have  now  retraced.  I  am  glad  they  do  fo  ; 
44  I  had  rather  thofe  obfervations  (hould  come  from  them, 
44  than  from  any  ons  of  thofe  in  whofe  conduct  I  am  inte- 
44  refted." 

Mr.  FOX.  "  Again  I  muft  and  will  appeal  to  the  recol- 
44  ledion  of  this  Houfe.  I  afk  whether  they  did  not  call 
44  for,  provoke,  demand  our  criticifm  ?  Whether,  if  we  are, 
44  they  did  not  make  us  critics  ?" 

Mr.  PITT.  "  Where  the  blame  lies,  there  onlyHet  it 
44  be.  I  fhall  aflert,  as  often  as  it  (hall  be  neceffary  to  aflfert, 
44  that  there  was  an  attack  made  on  the  chara&er  of  abfent 
u  officers." 

Mr.  FOX.  "  I  do  not  attack  the  chara&er  of  any  man* 
44  I  gave  my  opinion  freely,  becaufe  the  other  fide  called  for 
"  the  difcuffion.'' 

Mr.  FINCH  faid,  that  pains  had  betn  taken  that  day  to 
poifon  the  mind  of  an  illuftrious  perfonage. 
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Mr.  FOX,  without  rifing,  colloquially  faid,  "  I  do  not 
"  under/land  him*" 

Mr.  TAYLOR  wiflied  to  know  to  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  alluded,  when  he  faid,  K\  poifoii  the  ear  of  an  il- 
€i  luftrious  perfonage." 

No  anfwer  was  given. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  Colonel  Phipps's  motion, 
and  carried.  x 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tburfday,  zgtb  March. 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committee  on  the  Greenland  Fiftiery 
bill,  went  through  the  fame,,  with  amendments,  the  report 
of  which  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Tuefday  next. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  prefented  the  New  Foreft  bill, 
which  was  read  the  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fe- 
cond  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  Hoyfe  adjourned. 

Friday,  30/^  Marih* 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a 
Committee  on  the  National  Debt  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  before  the  Houfe  went  into 
the  propofed  Committee,  it  was  proper  for  him  to  ftate,  that 
feveral  alterations  and  provifions  had  been  thought  neceflary 
to  be  made  in  that  bill,  and  to  difcufs  which,  it  appeared  to 
him  that,  in  regularity,  a  previous  Committee  fhould  dif- 
cufs thofe  alterations  ;  for  which  reafon  he  meant  to  move, 
that  this  bill  be  re-committed.  He  then  went  into  a  detail 
of  the  principle,  nature,  and  extent  of  the  bill;  and  having 
done  fo,  begged  that  gentlemen  who  differed  from  him  in 
opinion,  would  (late  fairly  and  fully  what  their  obje&ions 
were1.  There  were  two  objefts  which  this  bill  embraced  ; 
the  firft  was,  to  follow  up  the  fyftem  laid  down  by  the  Com- 
mittee in  1786,  the  reduftion  of  taxes,  by  an  application  of 
fome  part  of  the  furplus  towards  eafing  the  public  of  taxes, 
and  the  remainder  to  be  applied  to  the  fund  for  extinguifh- 
ing  the  national  debt ;  the  next  was,  to  adopt  fome  perma* 
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hent  fyftem  fcrproviding  againft  future  tiebts,  that  might  be 
unavoidable,  from  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  after  allowing 
the  million  yearly,  which  by  the  bill  of  1 786,  was  chargeable 
out  of  the  confolidated  fund,  and  all  the  other  expences  of 
the  year.  He  went  over  great  part  of  what  he  dated  very 
much  at  large  in  his  fpeech  on  the  opening  of  the  budget, 
with  regard  to  buying  up  ftock,  and  redeeming  annuities, 
as  they  became  redeemable.  He  adverted  to  the  high  price 
of  the  funds,  owing  to  the  prefent  flourishing  ftate  of  the 
country,  and  which  confpired  to  make  it  eafier  for  the  coun- 
try to  buy  up  the  four  per  cents,  and  in  time  to  come  at  the 
five  per  cents,  when  the  ftipulated  quantity  of  the  national 
debt  was  actually  paid  off. 

He  then  ftated,  that  the  furplus  of  the  prefent  year,  after 
allowing  the  annual  million,  and  all  other  dedu&ions,  had 
enabled  us  to  appropriate  2oo,oool.  towards  paying  the  na- 
tional debt,  and  as  much  towards  relieving  the  people  from 
taxes.  This  he  confidered,  in  fome  degree,  a  furplus  that 
might  be  expe&ed  in  future  years,  and  when  the  purpofes 
for  Which  the  lottery  was  eftahliihed  were  accompli  fhed, 
30p,oool.  more  might  be  appropriated  in  the  fame  manner* 
He  went  through  a  long  chain  of  figures  and  calculation,  ta 
explain  what  time  the  annual  million  would  arrive,  by  ac- 
cumulating'intereft,  to  four  millions  yearly,  which  was  the 
obje&of  the  bill  in  17&6,  and  of  which  the  prefent  ftate  of 
ihe  country  feemed  to  give  him  good  hopes.  The  next  point* 
which  he  took  to  be  of  very  great  importance,  was,  that  a 
permanent  fyftem  (hould  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  effefts  of 
future  debts,  and  to  eftablifti  the  operation  of  the  finking 
fund,  even  if,  by  fome  finifter  accident,  it  became  neceiTary 
to  make  any  new  loan  before  the  obje&  of  the  bill  in  1 786 
was  accomplished.  The  pcrioci  which  was  thought  of  for 
the  accomplishment  of  that  bill,  was  the  year  1809.  Wh^v 
therefore,  was  his  intention,  he  could  (hortly  ftate  thus:-— 
That  there  (hould  be  fome  uniform  fyftem  adopted  for  pay* 
ing  off  any  loan  which  neceflity  might  require  to  be  m^de^ 
without  (topping  the  effects  of  the  original  bill. 

To  do  this,  in  his  opinion,  the  fum  to  be  raifed  to  pay  the 
intereft  of  any  fuch  lean  (hould  bear  a  proportion  to  the  amounjt 
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of  the  debt  incurred,  and  the  time  when  it  ought  to  be  paid, 
according  to  the  plan  laid  down  for  paying  off  the  debt  exifting 
in  1786,  which  he  believed  was  a  term  of  forty-fix  years — to 
do  this,  he  thought  one  hundredth  part  of  the  capital  harrowed 
would  be  fufficicnt  to  be  raifed  from  the  country  on  fuch  emer- 
gencies ;  for  inftance,  fuppofing  it  was  neceftary  to  obtain  by 
loan  ten  millions,  ioo,oool.  muft  be  raifed  in  addition  to  the 
2oo,oool.  of  annual  furplus  appropriated  for  taking  off  taxes  to 
pay  the  intereft  of  this  loan  at  3  per  cent. ;  however,  this  was 
dating  the  loan  at  a  higher  rate  than  it  probably  would  be  ; 
yet  if  it  did  happen,  he  thought  that  eaiing  their  conftituents  of 
fome  part  of  their  burdens  immediately,  would  make  them 
more  ready  to  come  forward  at  any  future  period,  when  it 
might  be  neceffary  to  impofe  taxes  upon  ;hem,  efpecially  when 
hy  continuing  the  fyftem  of  1786,  the  burden  would  only  bs 
temporary.  He  made  fome  obfervations  upon  the  probability 
of  lowering  the  intereft  of  money  one,  or  even  one-half  per 
cent.,  and  ftated  that  by  purfutnghis  fyftem,  the  public  credit 
would  be  raifed,  and  the  profperity  of  the  country,  as  to  ma- 
aufa&ures  and  commerce,  fuch  as  to  give  fanguine  hopes  of 
fuccefs  in  the  grand  objeft  in  view,  the  reduftion  of  the  na- 
tional debt. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  thought  he  underftood  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  as  he  had  explained  himfelf  to  the  Houfe,  and 
he  freely  owned  he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to  agree  with  his 
conclufions  upon  any  of  his  points,  except  the  firft.  There 
were  three  points  into  which  the  fubjeft  branched,  and  on 
which  this  bill  depended".  One  was,  the  term  at  which  the  in- 
tereft of  the  annual  million,  or  furplus,  was  to  ctafe  with  re- 
gard to  its  application.  The  f<cond  was  the  mode  of  the  future 
application  of  it.  And  the  third  was  the  term  of  future  loans. 
Upon  the  firft  he  had  fome  doubt,  but  he  thought  he  could 
bring  himfelf  to  agree  to  it;  but  for  the  other  two,  he  muft 
confefs  he  could  not.  In  the  firft  place,  he  could  not  under- 
ftand  upon  what  principle  was  the  provifion  of  this.  bill.  He 
did  not  fee  that  we,  who  had  this  very  feflion  thought  fit  to 
apply  part  of  our  furplus  to  the  reduction  of  taxes,  ftiould  not 
leave  it  to  a  future  Parliament  to  make  the  fame  difpofal  of 
their  furplus.  Had  we  not  now  applied  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  for  the  reduction  of  taxes  ?    When  the  debt  is  greati 
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and  when  the  finking  fund  is  fmall,  he,  who,  on  that  inftance, 
had  thought  that  the  furplus,  whenever  we  had  any,  (hould  be 
appropriated  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  and  could  not  affent 
'       to  its  being  applied  to  the  prefent  taking  off  of  taxes,  in  pre- 
ference to  that  object,  but  had  a 'Tented  to  the  taking  off  of 
thefe  taxes,  merely  becaufe  he  faw  that  the  whole  furplus  would 
not  be  employed  in  the  reduction  of  the  debt ;    be,  who  had 
entertained  thefe  fentiments,  could  not  affent  to  this  fyftem, 
which  might  poffibly  apply  to  the  ftate  of  this  country,  when 
the  debt  might  be  lefs,  and  yet,  from  freih  loans,  to  fupport  a 
war,  the  burdens  might  be  greater,  as  there  fe*med  in  fuch  a 
plan  to  be  neither  jufiice  nor  wifdom.     Indeed*  the  principle  in 
point  of  legifl.aticn  appeared  to  him  to  b^  exceptionable^     He 
could  not  fay  he  approved  of  th«?  principle,   which  made  aft  of 
Parliament  for  the  regulation  of  aft  of  Parliament.     It  always 
appeared  to  him  to  be  contrary  to  the  i4;ie.  ibiri:  of  legiflation, 
that  one   Parliament  (hould  direcVwh-u  an^.Vr   Parliament 
ft  all  do,  or   that  we  (hould,  by  wh      ?p\/^r,:d  to  us  to  be 
wife  and  juft,  bind  our  pofterity  to  agree  v  ith  us  in  opinion, 
or  at  leaft  command  them  to  follow  our  example.     "  It  does 
tl  not  appear  to  me,"  faid  Mr.  Fox.  "  that  you  at  this  time 
"  (hould  fay,  that  ycu  knc»\   belter  what  (hould  be  done  with 
u  circumftances  that  may  arife,  than    thofe  who  ihall  at  the 
"  time  know  and  feel  them.     I  do  not  think  that  tirj  confti*" 
"  tution  of  England  i«  fo  far  decayed,  h,t  that  at  a  future  Jay  * 
"  the  people  may  be  as  well  riprefi:;,:=d  as  at    this;  I  hope, 
5'  that  hereafter  there  wiil  be  men  as  virtuous  as  you — as  pa- 
€i  triotic  as  you — as  well  difp  jfed  to  ferve  their  conftituents  as 
.  •*<  you — as  wife  as  you,  and  I  hope  *Vifer,  becaufe  wifdom  is 
"  in  a  date  of  progreflion.     Knowing  nothing  of  the  future, 
€t  and  allowing  pofterity  *o  have  that  knowledge,  how  can  I, 
"  upon  a  general  principle,  agree  to  a  fyftem  tnat  (hall  bin«j^ 
"  them  to  perform  any  particular  aft,  knowing  the  nature'  of 
"  it  at  that  time  much  better  than  I  can  paflibly  "lo  ?  This  is 
"  one  general  objection  which  occurs  to  me  up  jn  this  fubjeft."       £.  ; 
He  then  pointed  out  the  feveral  inconveniences  that  might  arife ^  .^ 
from  this  fyftem,  from   the  urgency  of  raifmg  money  upon  a 
temporary  occafion,  and  the  immediate  provifion  which  would 
"be  to  be  made  for  the  proportionate  reduction  of  that  fum,  at 
^ ^     a  time  when  the  fources  of  revenue  might  perhaps  not  be  the. 
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fame  as  they  were  at  prefent,  and  when,  many .  confiderations 
might  induce  pofterity  to  repeal  fome  of  them,  from  feritiments 
of  morality,  or  for  other  reafons,  As  to  the  lottery,  (though, 
by  the  bye,  he  did  not  oppofe  occafional  lotteries)  whatever 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  valued  it  at,  he  did  not  fuppofe 
that  he  meant  to  ftate  it  as  a  permanent  revenue.  However, 
then,  we  might  ftand  when  this  loan  came  to  be  made,  and 
with  refpeft  to  the  diftance  of  time,  whether  two  years  or  ten 
years  hence,  the  argument  held  equally  good.  Money  muft 
be  raifed  to  pay  the  intereft  of  this  loan  of  io,ooo,oooi.  which 
muft  at  lead  be  300,0001.,  fo  that  the  2oo,oool.  laid  afide  for  % 
taking  off  taxes,  muft  again  betaken  from  the  people,  and 
taxes  laid  on  to  the  amount  of  xoo,oool.  more  than  they  are 
now  ;  fo  that  their  condiments  will  be  more  burdened,  at  a 
time  when  the  national  debt  is  diminilhed,  ahd  when  the  fink* 
ing  fund  is  much  greater,  comparatively  fpeaking,  than  it  is 
now,  when  we  are  reducing  taxes.  For  inftance,  without 
wiftiing  to  go  to  precifion  in  figures,  fuppofe  our  finking  fund 
to  be  at  this  time  1,300,000!.,  our  income  17,000,0301.,  and 
our  national  debt  200,000 ,oool.,  taking  this  for  our  prefent 
fituation,  then  it  muft  be  allowed  that,  by  the  operation  of  the 
original  bill,  at  fome  future  period,  when  the  debt  (hall  be 
only  190,000,0001.,  and  the  finking  fund  and  annual  income 
proportionably  increafed,  we  find  that  when  our  national  debt 
is  lefs,  our  burdens,  in  the  event  pf  a  loan,  will  be  greater  ; 
and  though  our  finking  fund  is  enlarged,  and  our  aunual  in* 
come  increafed,  yet  we  (hall  be  obliged  to  lay  taxes  on  our 
conftituents  to  the  amount  of  ioo,oool.  more  than  at  this  mo- 
ment, when  we  are  iuclined  to  relax  from  taxation,  without 
being  able  to  give,  in  his  opinion,  any  fubftantial  reafon  for 
it.  He  contended  that  it  always  had  been,  and  ftill  ought  to 
be,  the  general  policy  of  this  country,  to  apply  the  furplus  of 
the  revenue,  whatever  it  might  be,  to  the  finking  fund  for 
paying  off  the  national  debt.  With  regard  to  what  had  been 
faid  of  public  credit,  and  the  great  advantages  which  the  coun- 
try would  have  in  making  future  loans,  he  confidered  that  to 
be  all  matter  of. mere  fpeculation  ;  as  fuch  he  would  not  enter 
into  it,  becaufe  the  Legiflature  of  the  time,  whenever  it  might 
come,  muft  have  a  better  and  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
'thenexifting  circumftances,  and  of  courfc  be  more  able  to  make 
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the  proper  terms  for  the  urgency  of  the  occasion.  As  to  the 
difference  which  had  often  been  ftated  between  a  furplus  arifing 
.  from  the  revenues  appropriated  to  pay  the  annual  million,  and 
a  furplus  arifing  from  any  other  fource  of  our  revenues,  he  could 
only  fay  that  it  was  a  diftin&ion  without  a  difference.  With 
regard  to  annuities,  be  faid  that  a  loan  obtained  by  granting 
long  annuities,  was  always  more  unfavourable  than  one  ob- 
tained on  perpetuity  ;  and  as  to  ihort  annuities,  many  in  that 
Houfe  knew  what  was  the  coafequence  of  borrowing  money 
in  that  way  During  the  late  war,  the  terms  were  greatly 
worfe  than  upon  any  ether  condition.  He  then  declared  his 
difapprobation  of  the  bill,  and  could  hot  avoid  faying,  that  it 
feemed  to  be  brought  in  merely  as  an  atonement  for  the  ra(h 
ftep  which  the  Minifter  had  taken  by  reducing  taxes  at  a  time 
when  he  ought  to  have  appropriated  his  furplus  to  the  finking 
fund.  He  contended  that  this  was  relaxing  from  the  general 
fyftem  of  finance,  which  had  been  fo  much  mentioned  as  ne*. 
ceffary  to  carry  through  the  fyftera  of  the  bill  in  1786,  and 
having  done  fo  for  momentary  popularity,  Minifters  were  de- 
termined to  bind  up,  by  every  poffible  cord  and  tie,  thofe  who 
came  after  them  from  a&ing  as  their  wifdom  or  knowledge 
might  dictate  at  the  time.  He  made  feveral  remarks  upon: 
-paying  off  the  four  per  cents,  by  borrowing  money,  and  con- 
cluded by  recurring  to  what  he  had  formerly  faid  of  enacting 
laws  to  bind  down  their  pofterity,  who  certainly  muft  be  bet- 
ter, judges  of  what  ought  to  be  done  in  their  owrl  times. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  declared  that  he  was  exceedingly 
glad  to  have  heard  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fentirnents ; 
and  that  differing  as  they  did  from  his  own  upon  the  fubjeft', 
they  ferved  to  confirm  him  in  the  opinion  he  had  before  formed 
in  his  own  mind  of  the  propriety  and  policy  of  the  meafure  then 
under  confideration.  With  regard  to  what  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  faid  towards  the  latter  end  of  his  fpeech,  he 
had  by  no  means  held  as  a  ground  of  the  bill,  that  future  legi- 
flatures  would  be  lefs  wife,  or  lefs  competent  to  provide  for 
the  occafions  of  the  times  than  the  prefent.  In  the  fenfe  that 
the  prefent  bill  could  be  reafonably  deemed  legiflating  for  pofr 
terity,  every  permanent  law  that  ever  had  paifed,  might  be  con- 
fidered  as  having  that  effeft.  The  bill,  he  begged  leave  to  fay, 
kft  the  legiflature  in  the  predicament  that  every  other  perma* 
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nent  aft  left  it  in  ;  for  it  was  the  meaning  of  ttvety  fuch  a&  to 
eper&e,  until  a  fucceeding  Legiflature  (hould  think  proper, 
after  doe  deliberation,  to  repeal  it.  What  was  there  unconftU 
tutional,  he  would  afk,  what  was  there  improper,  what  was 
there  unwife  m  this?  If  Parliament  ought  not  to  be  left  open 
in  theuaarmer  provided  by  the  bill,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive 
why  that  had  not  been  faid  at  the  -patting  of  the  bill  of  1786  ? 
He  <x*ntended  that  the  bill  would  further  theobjeft  of  the  bill  of 
1786,  and  give  additional  vigour  to  the  fyftem  therein  laid 
down,  by  accelerating  the  period  when  they  could  give  con- 
ftant  and  annual  relief  to  the  people,  by  lefTening.their  burdens** 
and  taking  off  taxes.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  h« 
obferved,  had  ftated,  that  in  times  of  peace  and  profperity  they 
might  be  allowed  to  take  off  taxes,  but  in  times  of  exigence 
and  calamity,  they  muft  be  forced  to  impdfe  frefh  taxes.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  prefent  profperity 
of  the  country  gave  them  the  means  of  arriving  at  the  period 
of  continuing  annually^to  take  off  taxes  earlier,  than  they  could 
have  expected  they  ftiould  have  been  able  to  arrive  at,  when 
they  paffed  the  bill  of  1786.  He  owned  he  felt  that  they  had 
done  a  great  deal  in  eftabliftiing  a  finking  fund,  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  reducing  the  national  debt ;  but  he  faid  he  did  not  think 
they  had  done  enough,  unlefs  they  provided  means  to  prevent 
its  inordinate  accumulation  in  future.  They  would,  in  his 
opinion,  omit  a  duty  if  they  did  not  give  to  the  finking  fund  a 
permanent  law,  to  encourage  its  continuance,  and  if  additional 
arguments  were  wanting,  that  of  doing  away  the  neoeffity  of 
the  fubjed:  being  agitated  from  time  to  time,  and  removing 
any  temptation  to  defeat  its  operation  to  future  Legiflatures, 
•jvould,  he  conceived,  amply  fupply  it.  The  making  fome  pro- 
vifion  with  this  view,  he  was  perfuaded,  would  carry  with 
it  much  of  the  public  opinion,  which  could  not  but  confi* 
derably  tend  to  affift  the  efFe&  of  the  plan,  and  render  it  ef- 
ficient. 

Mr.  FOX  rofe  to  explain,  declaring  that  moft  of  what  he 
fiiould  offer  would  be,  ftri&Iy  in  explanation.  He  faid,  that 
finely  the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  not  mean  to  be 
linderilood  that  the  prefent  bill  would  accelerate  the  fyftem.— r 
He  mould  be  glad  to  hear  that  ftated.  Mr.  Fox  then  explained 
on  *wbat  principle*  he  had  founded  his  own  argument,  acknow- 
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ledging  that  he  had  reckoned  merely  on  the  annual  addition  of 
2oo,oooI.  to  the  annual  million,  without  allowing  for  the  lot- 
tery, for  the  reafons  that  he  had  ftated.  He  adhered  to  his  ar- 
gument as  to  the  impropriety  of  legiflating  for  pofterity  ;<  and 
faid,  he  was  aware  that  the  operations  of  feverala&s  of  Parlia- 
ment took  place  on  contingencies ;  but  what  he  obje&ed  to 
was,  pafling  an  a<3:  which  provided,  that  when  a  future  Legi- 
flature  fhould  legiflate  on  the  fafrie  fubjeft,  that  then  the  enaft- 
ments  of  a  former  ftatute  fhould  have  fuch  and  fuch  an  effeft. 
Mr.  Fox  juftified  his  arguments  of  that  day  on  the  ground  of 
duty,  and  declared,  that  no  man  has  a  right,  from  what  he 
had  faid,  to  confider  him  as  adverfe  to  the  payment  of  the  na- 
tional debt ;  whatever  might  be  thought  of  his  prudence  or  his 
wifdom,  his  conduft  both  in,  and  out  of  office  had  certainly  not 
juftified  any  fuch  idea,  as  he  hjad  uniformly  been  forward  in  ad- 
vifing  rather  to  continue  and  even  to  create  taxes  i*ith  a  view 
to  eftablifh  a  fund  for  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  than  not  ftea- 
dily  to  purfue  that  objeft.  He  mentioned  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  made  a  loan  fince  the  pafling  of  the  bill 
of  1786.  It  was,  he  faid,  to  be  fure,  a. loan  by  Tontine,  but 
it  would  be  forty-fix  years  before  it  would  be  difcharged.  He 
concluded  that,  he  did  not  know  any  thing  elfe  that  required 
explanation,  or  called  for  remark  ;  but  he  fliould  like  to  know 
how  the  provifions  in  that  bill  could  bs  ftated,  as  tending  to  ac- 
celerate the  effeft  of  a  plan,  which  it  appeared  to  him  rather  cal- 
culated to  delay. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  declared,  that  he  had  not  faid  that 
the  bill  tended  to  accelerate  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt, 
but  that  there  was  not  one  wojrd  in  it,  that  retarded  any  thing 
that  might  be  the  objeft  of  any  preceding  bill,  that  might  have 
paffed.  The  Chancellor  begged  to  fay  a  word  or  two  on  a  part 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech,  that  particularly 
called  for  comment,  viz.  that  he  was  not  lefs  fanguine  than  he 
was  for  the  difcharge  of' the  national  debt.  He  was  free  to  con- 
fefs  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  in  the  prefent  fef- 
fion,  efpecially,  (hewn  himfelf  anxious  for  that  objeft,  by  his 
arguments  againft  appropriating  any  part  of  the  exifting  fur- 
plus,  but  he  had  on  former  occafions.  held  other  language,  and. 
as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  pointedly  obferved  upon 
his  loan  in  1786,  before  ay  man  knew  that  the  ftate  of  the 
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country  would  prove  fo  profperous  as  it  had  fince  very  fortu- 
nately done,  he  muft  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  a  loan  of  a 
much  greater  fize,  the  Spanifh  loan  of  three  millions  and  up- 
wards. 

Mr.  FOX  gave  his  reafons  for  not  mentioning  the  Spanifh 
loan  which  was  not  difapproved  by  him,  though  the  affair  was 
terminated  by  a  convention  peace  on  terms  that,  he  faid,  he 
certainly  did  not  deem  proper  or  good  enough  for  the  country. 
Mr.  Fox  again  explained  how  far  he  thought  the  prefent  bill 
would  accelerate  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt,  viz. 
as  far  as  the  400,0001.  appropriated  this  feflion  went.  He  de- 
clared he  thought  it  his  duty  to  ftate  what  he  had  done,  that  he 
had  ever  maintained  the  neceffity  of  eftablifhing  a  fund  for  re- 
ducing the  national  debt,  and  maintained  it  as  ftrongly  during 
the  very  (hort  time  that  he  had  the  honour  to  fit  oil  the  other 
fide  of  the  Hojufe,  as  during  the  time  that  he  had  the  honour  to 
fit  where  he  then  was.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  he  had 
been  as  inftrumental  in  enforcing  his  opinion  as  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman ;  he  had  not  had  the  power  to  do  fo,  but 
he  wiflied  it  as  warmly. 

After  farther  explanations  on  both  fides, 

Mr.  FOX  confeffed  he  had  miftaken  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  in  one  particular,  viz.  in  the  appropriation  of  the 
intereft  of  the  funds  bought  up  with  the  400,000!.      x 

Mr.  CATOR  argued  the  principle  of  tying  down  the  Legi- 
flature,  when  it  made  a  new  loan  to  provide  for  its  repayment 
in  a  limited  time.  The  rembourfement,  he  faid,  had  been  the 
ruin  of  France. 

At  length  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fettled  it,  that  they  would 
recommit  the  bill  pro  forma,  and  adjourn  the  confiderarion  of 
it  in  the  Committee  to  TuefcUy  next,  in  order  to  afford  oppor- 
tunity for  a  full  difcuffion  of  the  feveral  claufes. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  obferved,  that  a  re- 
gulation was  wanting  with  regard  to  the  Offices  of  Mafters  in 
Chancery,  and  particularly  with  refpeft  to  the  Office  of  the  Ac- 
countant General  of  that  Court.  The  bufinefs  had  multiplied 
very  much,  and  it  was  neceflary  to  raifc  a  fund  for  the  better 
payment  of  falaries  to  clerks  and  officers.  This  fund  he 
(hould,  on  a  future  occafion,  propofc  to  inftitute,  out  of  the 
money  which  now  flood  in  the  Bank  of  England,  in  the  name 

Vol.  XXXII.  X 


i54  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1792. 

of  the  Accountant  General  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  truft 
for  the  fuitors  of  that  Court,  the  amount  of  that  money  he 
ftatcdto  be  upwards  of  eleven  millions.  Hepropofed,  that  an 
account  of  fuch  money  (hould  be  given  from  Oftober  1777,  to 
laft  Oftober.  If  any  honourable  gentleman  wiffied  it,  he 
fhould  have  no  obje&ion  that  the  account  (hould  come  down  to 
the  prefent  day  ;  but  he  had  taken  the  firff  of  Oftober  laft,  and 
fliould  reft  fatisfied  with  that  time,  unlefs  fome  other  day 
fhould  appear  better  in  the  opinion  of  any  honourable  Member 
of  that  Houfe.  He  (hould  have  a  motion  to  make  on  Monday, 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  upon  this  fubjeft.  He  then  moved, 
"  That  there  be  laid  before  this,  Houfe,  an  account  of  all  the 
l(  balances  of  dead  cafh  and  fecurities,  belonging  to  the  fuitors 
"  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  remaining  in  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
"  land,  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant  General  of  that  Court, 
tc  from  the  firft  day  of  Oftober  1 777,  to  the  firft  day  of  Oftober 
"  1791*  &c.  &c."    This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAKER  faid,  that  there  .were  a  vaft  number  of  peti- 
tions to  be  prefented  againft  the  (lave  trade — that  many  of  them 
would  remain  for  that  purpofe  until  Monday;  he  therefore 
hoped,  that  the  day  would  not  be  loaded  with  other  previous  bu^ 
finefs. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  fai<J,  he  trufted  there 
would  not  be  much  difficulty  in  this  cafe ;  he  wifhed  the  fub- 
je&  to  be  now  brought  forward,  in  drder  that  gentlemen  might 
have  time  to  reflect  on  it  during 'the  holidays. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday,  2d  April. 

Mr.  GREY  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  praQice  and  effeft  of  imprifonment 
for  debt.  Heobferved  that  he  was  far  from  having  completely 
made  up  his  mind  in  what  mode  he  (hould  proceed  upon  this 
fubjeft.  He  (hould  confult  higher  authority  and  better  under- 
(landing  than  his  own  before  he  (hould  bring  any  thing  forward, 
and  in  the  mean  time  he  (hould  purfue  the  inquiry  with  all  the 
diligence  he  could.  But  again  he  muft  repeat  what  he  had  of- 
ten repeated,    becaufe  dill  fal£  impreffions  remained  on  the 

minds  of  fome  of  the  public,  that  as  he  never  had,  fo  he  muft 
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now  profefs  that  now  he  had  not,  any  idea  of  moving  for  an  in- 
folvent  bill.  He  meant  nothing  of  that  kind.  But  that  the 
meafure  he  fhoujd  bring  forward  would  be  fomething  for  the 
better  regulation  of  imprifonment  for  debt,  and  for  fecurity  for 
payment  to  the  creditor.  Having  faid  this,  he  moved,  "That 
€e  the  report  be  laid  on- the  table  to  be  perufed  by  the  Members 
u  of  the  Houfe." — Ordered! — "  That  the  report  be  printed." 
Ordered. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  entered  into  a  hiftory 
of  the  bufinefs  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  as  far  as  regarded  the 
Office  of  Accountant  General  of  that  Court,  the  rife  and  pro- 
greflive  encreafe  of  bufinefs  in  that  office.  He  made  feveral  ob- 
fervations,  neceflary  for  the  introdu&ion  of  the  motion  with 
which  he  concluded — "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
"  to  empower  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  to  lay  out  farther 
"  fums  of  money  belonging  to  the  fuitors  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
"  eery,  upon  proper  fecurities,  and  for  employing  part  of  the 
u  intereft  towards  difcharging  the  expence  of  building  offices 
€t  to  depofit  deeds  and  writings  belonging  to  the  fuitors  of  the 
iC  Court,  and  for  providing  clerks,  &c.  &c." 

This  produced  a  fliort  converfation  between  Mr.  Francis, 
Mr.  Baker,  Sir  James  Johnftone,  and  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls : 
after  which  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  moved,  "  That  all  the  evidence 
"  given  on  this  trade  be  referred  to  the  Committee."  Or- 
dered, 

He  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  which  was  for  the  Houfe 
to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  confider 
of  the  circumftances  of  the  African  flave  trade. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committe  accordingly.  Sir 
William  Dolben  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that,  notwithftanding  the  ill 
fuccefs  he  experienced  on  former  occafions,  he  was  not  deter- 
red from  renewing  his  application  atprefent;  for,  the  more  he 
deliberated  on  the  fubjeft  of  this  nefarious  traffic,  the  more  ea- 
ger did  he  feel,  and  the  more,  if  poflible,  was  he  convinced 
that  it  ought  to  exift  no  longer.  Whatever  difference  ot  opi- 
nion had  before  fubfifted,  and  however  obtlinacy  may  be  led  to 
perfift  in  what  prejudice  might  have  prompted,    however,  in 

fine,  gentlemen  may  be  iriterefted  in  j.  referving  a  traffic  which 

X  %> 


i$6  PARLIAMENTARY  A*  1792. 

they  fuppofed  to  be  advantageous,  yet  he  trufted  that  time  and 
reflection  had  convinced  them  that  the  trade  was  as  injurious  to 
their  interefts,  as  it  was  difgraceful  to  their  feelings ;   and  on 
this  ground  he  fhould  expe&  to  meet  with  their  fupport  to  the 
motion  which  he  had  to  fubmit.     He  profefled  himfelf  defirous 
of  now  Holding  no  other  language  than  that  of  conciliation.  He 
was  fully  aware  that  feveral  gentlemen  afted  from  pure  princi- 
ples, and  honourable  motives.     Judging  by  the  humanity  and 
indulgence  with  whjch  their  own  flaves  were  treated,  they  could 
-  not  perhaps  conceive  how  the  feelings  of  others  could  be  fo 
hardened,  or  their  conduft  fo  cruel.     But,  as  it  was  not  to  fuch 
men  that  the  unhappy  flaves  had  to  afcribe  their  miferies ;  nei- 
ther fliould  a  few  inftances  of  mildnefs  feerri  to  atone  for  the 
general  feverity.     He  wiflied  not  to  be  mifunderftood,    fo  as 
that  it  fliould  be  fuppofed,   when  he  reprobated  a  fyftem,  he 
alfo  reprobated  individuals  ;  he  hoped  that  the  caufe  of  juftice 
and  humanity  would  be  kept  diftinft  from  all  perfonal  coafide- 
rations.     It  was  not  a  Trajan,  or  an  Antoninus,  that  would 
make  him  in  love  with  defpotifm  ;    for  though  they  may  not 
mifufe  their  power,  there  were  a  great  many  others  that  would. 
Ariftocracy  was  often  accounted  the  word  fpecies  of  defpotifm, 
as,  irtftead  of  one,  it  produced  a  number  of  tyrants :  but  how 
incomparably  worfe  was  that  abominable  fituation,  when  peo- 
ple may  go  to  market- for  the  purchafe  of  defpotifm,  and  a  fel- 
low with  40I.  in  his  pocket  may  commence  the  occupation  of 
a  tyrant.     The  fubjedt  had  been  fo  often  and  fully  difcuflTed, 
that  there  were  parts  of  it  into  which  it  would  not  be  neceffary 
that  he  fhould  travel  this  evening  ;  and  therefore  he  fliould  fpare' 
the  Houfe  the  fatigue  of  liftening,  and  himfelf  the  labour  of  en- 
tering into  much  detail  on  the  prefent  fubjeft. 

It  was  to  be  regretted,  that,  in  the  difcuflion  of  this  fubjeft, 
the  different  parties  had  difcovered  too  much  warmth.  He 
wifhed  it  had  not  been  fo,  although,  indeed,  the  fubjeft  was 
of  a  nature  that  would  excufe  warmth  whenever  it  appeared ; 
and  if  he  fliould  be  led  by  that  failing,  to  forget  any  thing  ma- 
terial to  his  caufe,  it  was  matter  of  great  confolation  to  him, 
that  he  had  friends,  whofe  abilities  and  inclination  would  give 
all  neceflary  afliftance,  and  fupply  all  his  defe&s.  He  could 
not  help  thinking  on  the  prefent  occafion  that  the  gentlemen 
who  were  moft  deeply  interefted  in  the  welfare^of  the  Weft  In- 
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dies,  ant*  all  thofe  who  had  formerly  oppofed  him,  would  agree 
to  the  meafure  he  fhould  propofe.  He  wifhed  to  call  upon 
them  to  come  to  the  difcuflion  freely  ;  to  inquire  what  were 
the  caufes  of  the  diftin&ion  they  made  between  the  abolition 
of  the  trade,  and  trie  welfare  of  the  Weft-India  iflands  ;  what 
evils  there  were,  and  which  of  them  were  curable,  and  which 
incurable.  He  believed  there  were  perfons  in  the  Weft  Indies 
who  would  wifh  to  continue  the  traffic  in  negroes,  and  yet 
whofe  feelings  had  been  fo  ftrongly  affe&ed  by  what  had  been 
faid  againft  it,  that  they  would  by  no  means  attempt  to  juftify 
the  fyftem.  Indeed,  it  was  a  fyftem  that  fhewed  too  plainly 
the  evils  which  attended  a  Government  by  abfolute  monarchy. 
But  when  he  came  to  confider  this  cafe,  he  was  led  to  remem- 
ber what  had  frequently  been  faid  of  ariftocracy,  where,  to  be 
under  many  tyrants,  it  was  often  worfe  than  to"  be  fubjecl  to 
individual  defpotifm.  The  form  f  the  Government  of  the 
unhappy  Africans  was  abfolute  monarchy  in  general,  but  in  re- 
gard to  the  (lave  trade,  they  were  under  the  control  of  many 
tyrants ;  for  we  faw,  by  the  evidence  given  of  them,  that  whole 
coafts  were  turned  into  a  market  for  flavery.  There  was  fome- 
thing  in  that  very  thought  fufficient  to  make  every  generous  mind 
look  with  horror  on  the  traffic. 

It  was  pretty  generally,  and  he  believed  rather  induftrioufly, 
rumoured  abroad,  that  it  was  his  defign,  and  that  of  \i is  friends, 
to  propofe,  befides  an  abolition  of  the  trade,  the  immediate 
emancipation  of  the  negroes.  This,  however,  was  an  inten- 
tion he  could  never  have  entertained  for  a  moment.  He  was 
exceedingly  fenfible  that  they  were  in  a  ftate  far  from  being  pre-  * 
pared  for  the  reception  of  fuch  an  enjoyment.  Liberty  he  con- 
fidered  as  the  child  of  reafon — a  feed  which,  when  fown  in  any 
foil,  would  (hoot  into  a  plant,  and  feldom,  indeed,  failed  to 
vegetate  into  maturity.  That  qualified  freedom,  however, 
which  they  were  capable  of  enjoying,  ought  not  fo  be  withheld 
from  them ;  and  when  difpofed  to  be  induftrious,  and  induced 
by  kindnefs  to  confider  the  place  they  cultivated  as  their  own, 
they  fhould  expect:  in  the  end  to  enjoy  the  reward  of  their  good 
fervices.  It  was  in  vain  to  reprefent,  that  at  prefent  they  were 
well  treated  and  rewarded,  that  they, had  kind  mafters  and  in- 
dulgent ufa,ge.  It  was  not  always,  perhaps  it  was  but  feldom, 
that  the  moft  confiderable  planters  dwelt  on  their  own  planta- 
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tions.  They  often  lived  at  a  diftance,  and  fometimes  in  ano^ 
ther  country,  while  the  management  of  their  (laves  was  com- 
mitted to  their  ftewards  and  overfeers.  In  noble  minds,  there 
was  inherent  a  generous  and  humane  principle,  which  fympa- 
thifed  with  forrow,  anddiffufed  a  chearing  familiarity  to  thofe 
who  laboured  for  them.  But  greatly  different  were  the  effe&s, 
when  power  was  intruded  to  the  low,  the  vulgar,  the  ignorant, 
and  the  bafe.  v  This  was  the  worft  fpccies  of  tyranny,  and  xof 
this  defcription  were  the  overfeers  of  plantations,  whofe  only 
aim  was  to  have  as  great  a  crop  as  poflible,  regardlefs  by  what 
cruelty  towards  the  flaves  they  effe&ed  this  grand  objeft.  By 
whipping,  ftarving,  and  overworking  thefe  poor  wretches, 
they  in  general  fucceeded  ;  though  that  fuccefs  rnight  be  of  real 
injury  to  the  employer  ;  for  the  greateft  part  of  his  flaves  being 
deftroyed  by  fuch  bad  treatment,  his  profits  are  more  than  ex- 
pended in  buying  others  to  replace  them  ;  and  he  frequently 
w^s  compelled  to  retire  from  fo  difadvantageous  a  bufmefs.  But 
of  this  the  overfeers  are  entirely  regardlefs,  and  went  to  ano- 
ther plantation,  having  their  (houlders  loaded  with  the  reputa- 
tion .  of  the  amazing  crops  they  produced  for  their  laft  em- 
ployer. 

To  talk  of  protection  and  fecurity  to  the  perfons  of  the  flaves, 
was  idle  in  the  extreme  ;  for  as  a  negro,  by  the  law^s  of  the 
country,  was  not  qualified  to  give  his  evidence,  he  might  fuf- 
fer  the  moft  fevere  cruelties,  and  no  white  man  be  prefent,'  of 
whofe  teftimony  he  could  avail  himfelf  to  procure  the  fmalleft 
redrefs.  But  fuppofing  he  had  a  competent  witnefs  to  pro- 
duce, what  chance  had  he  of  redrefs,  what  hopes  of  con- 
victing his  mafter  before  a  tribunal  of  whites  ?  Moft  focieties 
of  men  poffefs,  in  fome  degree,  what  is  called  by  the  French 
Vejprit  du  corps  :  but  thefe  people,  of  all  others,  were  linked  to- 
gether in  bonds  of  mutual  intereft,  tyranny,  and  injuitice. 

The  next  matter  to  be  here  confidered,  was  the  law  and 
ufage  of  Africa  arifing  out  of  the  trade  in  queftion ;  and  he 
confefled  he  could  not  look  at  it  without  the  utmoft  (hame  and 
regret.  Thefe  were  evils  fo  great,  that,  whatever  were  the 
characters  of  fome  *  perfons  concerned  in  the  trade,  he  fhould 
expeft  to  find  that  no  confideration,  or  the  value  of  the  fyftem, 
fliould  keep  it  up,  unlefs  it  could  be  proved  that  the  evils  were 
incurable ;  and  here  let  the  Committee  recoiled,  that  the  evi- 
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dence  of  thofe  evils  being  incurable,  came  chiefly  from  gen- 
tlemen of  great  property  in  the  iflands,  but  who  did  not  re- 
fide  there,  fo  that  their  teftimony  was  far  from  being  conclu- 
five.  It  was  fuch,  indeed,  as  ought  not  to  come  into  the  quef- 
tion,  when  there  was  evidence  of  a  different  nature  to  be  had. 
It  was  not  he  who  made  the  abolition  of  the  trade  neceflary,  by 
any  thing  that  he  had  urged  on  it,  but  it  was  the  advocates  pf 
the  gentlemen  in  the  Weft- India  iflands,  by  their  defence  of 
the  trade,  and  particularly  thofe  of  Jamaica :  all  they  had  faid 
upon  the  fubjeft,  in  defence  of  the  trade,  proved  the  neceffity 
of  the  abolition.  When  they  were  aiked  queftions  upon  this 
fubjeft,  they  gave  firft  one  anfwer,  and  then  another,  going 
from  one  corner  to  another,  and  fhifting  their  ground  to  con- 
ceal the  real  infamy  of  the  traffic,,  until  clofely  preffed,  and  un- 
able to  defend  themfelves  any  longer,  they  retired  from  it  al- 
together, and,  like  the  rat,  when  the  houfe  was  in  flames, 
changed  their  ftation,  and  hid  themfelves  in  the  corner  of  an- 
other building.  So,  in  this  cafe,  thofe  gentlemen  had  been 
beat  out  of  all  chance  of  defending  the  trade  itfelf,  or  the 
abufes  of  it.  They  took  upon  themfelves  to  fay,  that  it  would 
be  the  ruin  of  commerce  to  abolifh  it,  and  that  the  evils  which 
attended  it  are  absolutely  incurable.  And  here  it  would  be 
proper  to  advert  to  the  condition  of  thefe  unhappy  people  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  which  was  certainly  wretched  in  the  ex- 
treme. This  he  had  proved  on  a  former  occafion,  by  the  po- 
fitive  teftimony  not  only  of  unfufpe&ed  perfons  on  his  part, 
but  out  of  the  mouths  of  the  witnefles  who  pjofefled  a  friend- 
fhip  for,  and  wifhed  the  continuance  of,  the  trade  in  queftion ; 
and  therefore,  in  that  refpedt,  it  would  be  unneceffary  for  him 
to  go  into  any  minutenefs  of  detail.  Many  of  the  witnefles 
were  fo  circumftantial,  that,  in  defcribing  this  traffic,  they 
went,  as  it  were,  to  the  very  minimum  of  human  mifery. — 
The  flave's  fituation,  as  to  the  puniftiment  to  which  he  was 
cxpofed,  and  to  the  total  abfence  of  all  legalprote&ion,  was 
indeed  moft  wretched.  They  were  totally  under  the  control 
of  the  whites  :  therefore,  to  fay  that  they  had  any  real  legal 
protection,  was  ridiculous  and  abfurd.  If  they  had  claims, 
they  could  not  enforce  them  :  if  they  were  oppreffed,  they  could 
not  appeal  for  redrefs  to  their  oppreflbrs.  Nor  was  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  were  worked  lefs  fevere,  than  their  want  of 
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protection  was  diflrefling :  they  were  driven  in  the  field,  whipt 
like  cattle,  and  often  branded  and  treated  with  the  greateft 
cruelty.     Indeed',  when  he  refle&ed  on  all  that  was  proved  in 
this  cafe,  and  the  imputation  that  lay  on  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Weft  Indies,  he  confefled  he  could  not  entertain  a  doubt,  but 
that  thofe  very   gentlemen  would  join  the  Houfe  in  the  moft 
earneft  deiire  to  put  an  end  to  thefe  fhameful  pra&ices,  in  or- 
der that  their  chara&ers  might  be  retrieved ;    and  that  they 
would  fee  that  the  abolition  of  the  trade  was  a  meafure  which 
they  would  candidly  admit  to  be  proper,  and  which  they  would, 
from  a  love  of  juftice,  adopt.     He  trufted  that  they  felt  as  he 
did ;  and  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  there  was  no  mea- 
fure whatever,    Ihort  of  the  total  abolition  of  this  trade,  that 
would  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  juftice,  and  do  away  the  infamy, 
or  abate  the  cruelty,  of  making  a  traffic  of  human  blood.     He 
bad  heard  much  of  colonial  regulations,   and  that  it  was  pof- 
fible,  by  means  of  thefe,    to  reduce  the  trade  to  fome  tolerable 
fyftem.     Upon  the  moft  mature  deliberation  on  that  fubjecl:, 
he  was  convinced  that -no  colonial  regulation,  of  any  kind  what- 
ever, would  anfwer  the  purpofe.     But  here  lie  begged  leave  to 
obferve,  by  way  of  anfwer  to  what  might  be  objected  to  him, 
that  if  he  took  the  evidence  of  the  perfons  who  were  the  friends 
of  the  trade,  he  was  bound  by  the  teftimony  they  gave,  and 
that  fuch  teftimony  was  oppofite  to   his  idea  of  an  abolition  : 
that  thofe  perfons  gave  their  teftimony  in  a  fituation  which 
might  reafonably  afford  diftruft ;  they  were  enveloped  in  the 
thickeft  clouds  of  prejudice  :  but  even  taking  their  evidence  to 
be  quite  accurate,  and  quite  true,  it  did   riot  amount  to  any 
thing  like  a  defence  of  the  continuance  of  the  flave  trade. — 
Suppofe,  for  inftance,  that  tkefe  unhappy  negroes  had  all  the 
legal  protection  of  thofe  who  enjoy  the  pureft  freedom,  were 
they  in  a  condition  to  make  a  right  ufe  of  that  advantage  ? — 
Were  th«y,  in  (hort,  in  a  condition  to  enjoy  thofe  advantages 
which  the  advocates  for  the  continuance  of  the  flave  trade  pre- 
tend to   fay  they  are  ready  to  allow  them  ?    Indeed,  he  was 
ready  to  confefs  that  he  thought  they  were  not  in  that  condi- 
tion, and  that  the  granting  of  thefe  advantages  to  the  unhappy 
flaves  in  the  Weft  Indies,  would  only  lead  them  on' to  demand 
others,  and  might  produce  much  difcord  and  mifery,  and  per- 
haps finally  the  deftruftion  of  the  plantations.     This  led  him 
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to  think  upon  the  fate  of  St.  Domingo,  which  had  lately  been 
the  fubjeft  of  much  obfervation  ;  the  cafe  gave  us  a  leffon,  and 
•we  ought  to  refleft  on  it. 

In  the  difcuflion  of  colonial  pofleflion,  the  French  thought 
that  a  diftindion  ought  to  be  made  between  Creoles  and  ne- 
groes, becaufe  they  thought  the  latter  could  not  fee  and  feel 
liberty  as  well  as  the  former ;  and  it  came  to  be  known  by  the 
flaves  in  St.  Domingo,  that  their  condition  was  to  be  altered 
and  amended,  but  that  there  was  to  be  a  diftin&ion  between 
them  and  the  Creoles.  Now,  if  it  be  true  that  this  was  the 
caufe  of  the  infurreflion,  as  the  advocates  for  the  continuance 
of  the  flave  trade  would  infinuate,  how  can  thefe  advocates  re- 
commend what,  upon  their  argument,  tends  to  deftroy  the  hap- 
pinefsof  both  the  whites  and  blacks,  without  affording  a  chance 
for  the  happinefs  of  cither  ?  Thefe  were  the  dilemmas  to  which 
the  friends  of  this  traffic  reduced  themfelves,  by  attempting  to 
defend  a  fyftem,  in  itfelf  indefenfible  ;  and  again  proved  the  fa- 
tality of  attempting  to  amend  tjlis  traffic  by  any  jobbing  what- 
ever. But  yet  he  was  told,  that  furely  wife  laws,  for  the  re- 
gulation of  thefe  unhappy  beings,  would  contribute  much  to 
their  happinefs.  To  this  he  anfwercd,  that,  before  men  can 
benefit  by  the  wifdom  of  laws,  it  was  neceffary  they  fhould 
have  fome  idea  of  freedom.  Freedom  itfelf  was  a  blefling  the 
moft  valuable  in  nature  ;  but  it  could  be  enjoyed  only  by  a  na- 
tion where  the  faculty  of  thought  had  been  for  fome  time  em- 
ployed. True  liberty  was  a  plant  of  celeiti.il  growth,  and 
none  could  perceive  its  beauties,  or  tafte  of  its  odour,  but  thofe 
who  had  employed  the  nobler  faculties  of  the  human  foul  in 
contemplating  the  goodne/sof  the  divine  eflence  from  whence 
it  fprung.  He  hoped  the  day  would  arrive  when  all  mankind 
would  enjoy  its  bleflings  ;  but  this  neither  was,  nor  could  be, 
the  cafe  at  prefent  with  the  unhappy  negroes  in  the.  Weft  In- 
dies; and  from  thefe  refle&ions  he  was  led  to  believe,  that  no 
man  could,  in  reality  be  their  friend,  who  propofed  any  thing 
that  could  lead  them  to  hope  for  their  emancipation.  The  way 
to  alleviate  their  mifery,  was  to  render  them  attached  to  their 
mailers,  governors,  and  leaders :  this  was  congenial  to  the 
mode  they  were  accuftomed  to  from  their  childhood  ;  for,  in 
Africa,  they  led  a  life  agreeable  to  the  patriarchal  fyftem. 
Poftrine  contrary  to  this,   fcemed  to  him  to  be  not  only  im~ 
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proper  with  regard  to  the  negroes,  but  alfo  quite  unfafe  with 
regard  to  the  Weft  Indies.  If  any  thing  fhould  remind  them 
of  their  rights,  and  the  fyftem  of  propofed  regulation  certainly 
muft,  he  entreated  gentlemen  to  refleft  on  the  number  of  thefe 
unhappy  perfons,  and  the  vaft  majority  they  made  of  all  the  in- 
habitants  of  the  iflands ;  and  if  there  ihould  bs  any  conteft, 
what  the  confequence  would  be.  What  was  the  refult  of  all 
this ;  a  very  plain  one — that  if  thefe  were  dangers  at  all,  they 
were  multiplied  tenfold  by  the  importation  of  negroes ;  for  thofe 
juft  arrived,  being  lefs  inured  to,  >mu(i  be  more  difpleafed  with, 
the  fyftem  carried  on  in  the  Weft  Indies-  Indeed,  as  an  au- 
thor of  great  reputation  had  obferved,  thefe  fucceflive  importa- 
tions Were  fufficient  to  account  for  all  the  plots  and  ailaflina- 
tions  that  we  had  heard  of  in  the  Weft  Indies.  By  this  mode 
of  introducing  new  flaves,  fuppofing  that  a  plan  of  reformation 
were  agreed  upon,  the  whole  of  it  would  be  entirely  out  of  the 
queftion,  becaufe  every  year  there  would  be  introduced  a  fet  of 
perfons  who  tmift  of  neceflity  %e  ftrangers  to  it. 

Another  topic  had  been  obferved  upon  frequently,  th«  infur- 
reftions  in  St.  Domingo.  Many  misftatements  were  made  of 
that  circumftance ;  and  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  inquire  into  it, 
becaufe  he  thought  it  neccflary  for  him  to  inquire  into  every 
thing  that  tended  in  any  degree  to  elucidate  this  fubjeft;  and 
jiere  he  muft  obferve,  that  the  matter  was  not  a  difpute  between 
the  black  and  the  white  men,  or  of  the  debates  in  France  or 
here*  It  was  a  difpute  between  the  people  of  colour  and  the 
white  people,  wherein  thel  blacks  took  the  opportunity  of  rifing, 
an  J  fotne  men  of  colour  joined,  for  the  fake  of  profit  for  them- 
fclves;  and  the  decrees  that  afterwards  paffed  in  the  National 
Aifembly,  that  kept  alive  thefe  diftin&ions,  had  been  the  caufe 
in  part  of  all  the  calamities  that  enfued.  All  thefe  things  proved 
that  we  fhouid  not  encourage  importation,  under  the  idea  that 
it  may  be  regulated. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  then  took  notice  of  the  vaft  increafe  in  the 
importation  of  flaves  to  the  Weft  Indies  of  late  years,  particu- 
larly Jamaica  ;  and  he  believed  that,  if  it  was  followed  up  for 
fome  time,  the  planters  will  have  reafon  to  lament  they  had 
*ver  any  thing  to  do  with  that  importation.  But  it  was  faid, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  go  on  with  the  trade,  without  impor- 
tation from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  for  the  flaves  there  got  fewer 
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and  fewer,  and  weaker  and  weaker.  Having  thus  deferibed 
the  condition  he  underftood  them  to  bear  in  the  Weft-India 
plantations,  he  next  proceeded  to  reprefent  the  manner  of  ob- 
taining them  in  Africa,  in  which  Was  involved  the  queftion, 
whether  they  were  made  happier  by  tranfplanting  them  to  the 
Weft  Indies.  This  fubjeft  had  been  fo  fully  aTfcufled  laft  year, 
that  he  had  no  oeeafion  to  occupy  much  of  the  time  ot  the 
Houfe  upon  it  at  prefent :  he  could  not  hear,  however,  with- 
out indignation,  the  manner  in  which  humanity  was  made  to 
be  implicated  in  conveying  thofe  men  from  what  was  called  the 
cruelty  of  their  native  defpots.  He  admitted  that  a  greater 
part  of  the  continent,  particularly  that  near  the  coaft,  was  di* 
vided  amongft  a  fet  of  defpptic  little  chieftains,  who  were<  per- 
petually at  war  with  each  other  ;  but  he  contended,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  this  infamous  trade  was  the  occafion  of  thofe  wars  ; 
that  they  were  generally  promoted,  and  frequently  carried  on, 
by  the  direS  afliftance  of  European  traders.  The  chiefs  did 
not  confine  themfelves  to  making  war  upon  each  other ;  but  it 
alfo  often  happened,  that  when  one  of  the  chiefs  was  in  want 
of  any  European  commodities,  which  he  had  not  (laves  enow 
to  purchafe,  he  would  iend  fome  of  bis  foldiers  by  night  to  fet 
fire  to  a  village,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  make  captives;  of 
the  flying  and  affrighted  inhabitants,  Jt  was  owing  to  this 
aceurfed  trade  that  the  natives  of  Africa  were  made  miferablfe 
at  home  as  well  as  abroad  ;  that  no  man  thought  himfelf  fecure 
in  his  bed,  or  in  the  fields  ;  thatfufpjeion  would  not  fufFer  him 
to  have  a  friend  among  his  own  countrymen,  and  that  in,  every 
ftranger  he  met  with  an  enemy.  He  alledged  that  the  Europe- 
ans fupplied  them  with  powder  and  ammunition  for  their  wars, 
and  aflifted  them  in  what  the  language  of  the  traffic  called  mak- 
ing trade.  It  would  be  endlefs  to  recount  all  the  initances  of 
violences  committed  by  our  veffels,  fometimes  kidnapping 
ftrangers  whom  they  met,  and  at  other  times  difguifing  them- 
felves as  negroes,  and  making  an  incurfion  in  the  night  to  plun- 
der and  deftroy  villages  which  they  were  trading  with  in  the 
day.  He  obferved,  that  the  number  of  flaves.  now  in  the  aland 
of  Jamaica  only  was  300,000,  while  that  of  the  whites  was 
only  20,000,  and  this  alarming  difparity  they  ftili  wifljed  pre- 
pofteroufly  to  increafe.  He  quoted  the  authority  of  Mr.  Long, 
the  hsftorian  of  Jamaica,  in  proof  of  this  opinion  ;  and  alfo  aa 
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extra  A:  from  a  pamphlet  written  by  a  Carolina  planter.  They 
both  agreed,  that  the  number  of  Africans  in  the  iflands  was  al- 
ready too  great,  and  could  not  be  augmented  without  incurring 
the  moft  imminent  hazard ;  that  the  flaves  were  already  am- 
ply fufficient  for  every  purpofe  of  cultivation  ;  and  that,  when 
well  treated,  they  were  always  found  to  multiply  very. rapidly. 
Of  this  he  gave  a  variety  of  inftances,  particularly  in  late  years, 
when  their  condition  and  way  of  living  was  fornewhat  mended. 
That  they  had  not  been  more  prolific,  was  eafily  accounted  for, 
by  the  fhameful  manner  in  which  their  morals  were  not  only 
neglefted,  but  corrupted,  all  decency  being  difcarded  from 
every  fpeciesof  intercourfe  ;  as  indeed,  in  every  point  of  view, 
they  were  regarded  and  treated  as  animals  of  a  diftinft  fpeciei 
from  man.  This,  he  faid,  accounted  for  the  difobedience  of 
their  mafters'  orders.  Nor  was  it  lefs  to  be  attributed  to  the 
fordid  and  mean  difpofitions  of  their  rulers,  who  treated  them 
as  brutes  incapable  of  feeling.  Such  depravity  muft  beget  fimi- 
lar  depravity  in  the  minds  of  the  flaves,  as  was  proved  by  the 
tcftirnony  of  even  his  adverfaries*  own  witneffes.  Thefe  poor 
creatures  were  without  legal  prote&ion,  fubjeft  to  the  cruelty 
of  the  overfeers.  over  whom  there  was  no  control ;  and  thofc 
inhuman  inftruments  of  o'ppreffion  whipped  them  like  cattle, 
not  fuppofing  them  moral  agents,  capable  of  refleftion  or  refift- 
ance !  Even  the  women  were  not  exempt  from  their  cruelties : 
the  laws  of  decency  were  violated  ;  and  this  alone  (hould  in- 
duce the  Weft  India  gentlemen  to.  comply  with  the  wifhes  of 
the  friends"  to  the  abolition.  There  was  another  circumftancc, 
to  which  he  muft  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee.  If  the 
teflimony  of  a  flave  was  not  taken,  there  could  be  little  ufe  in 
pafling  any  law  for  their  relief.  If  a  white  man  commits  an 
aft  of  cruelty  toward  a  flave,  punifliment  never  follows.  And 
what  is  the  excufe  given  for  this  aft  of  impunity  ?  Why,  that 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  Jnfpire  the  blacks  with  fentiments  of 
refiftance !  He  thought  it  would  be  cruel  to  give  them  the  ftia- 
dow  of  the  laws  for  their  proteftion,  without  the  reality.  It 
would  be  to  give  them  that  which  would  ultimately  prove  their 
ruin ;  for  if  their  teftimony  was  not  allowed  in  feeking  for  re- 
diefs,  they  muft  always  meet  with  punifliment*  It  would  be 
wrong  and  injudicious  to  awake  in  them  a  confeioufnefs  of 
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freedom,  without  a  particle  of  the  real  enjoyment  of  liberty; 
it  would  only  create  diiTatisfaclion,  and  make  them  if  polfible 
ftill  more  wretched.  * 

But,  ^hat  there  fhould  not  be  any  appearance  of  unfairnefs  in 
what  he  had  to  fay,  he  would  endeavour  to  ftate  every  thing  he 
could  againft  himfelf  upon  this  fubjecT:.  It  had  been  faid,  that 
the  trade  yielded  to  this  country  much  balance,  and  that  its  abo- 
lition would  endanger  that  fervice,  by  diminifhing  the  number 
of  perfons  to  be  employed  in  it :  this  argument  had  been  ably 
taken  up,  and  well  handled,  by  a  gentleman  of  great  abilities, 
Mr.  Clarkfon.  Inftead  of  its  being  a  nurfery  for  feamen,  Mr, 
Clarkfon  had  proved,  to  a  demon itration,  that  the  oppofite  was 
the  fact,  Five-rfixths  of  the  failors  he  computed  to  have  died 
in  the  fervice,  who  failed  for  Africa  ;  and  the  mortality  was 
even  more  than  what  was  dated  by  his  opponents.  Out  of 
12,263,  the  lofs,  on  an  average,  in  a  voyage  to  Africa,  was 
not  lefs  than  2640.  Half  the  crews  of  the  fhips  employed  in 
that  trade  defertcd,  and  were  loft  to  the  navy.  If  thefe propor- 
tions were  difputed  by  any  concerned,  he  was  ready  to  go  into 
an  inquiry  upon  the  fubject.  He  knew  they  would  not;  and 
he  trulted  he  had  ftated  enough  upon  it,  without  entering  into 
any  particulars,  or  calling  here  on  the  Houfe  to  enter  into  the* 
confideration  of  the  humanity  of  the  queition ;  the  point  of  in- 
terest to  the  planters  was  enough. 

It  had  been  faid,  that  the  abolition  of  the  trade  would  injure 
the  manufactures  of  this  country  ;  an  affertion  for  which  there 
was  not  the  leatt  colour  of  proof,  nor  the  fmalleft  foundation 
in  truth.  Indeed,  there  never  had  been  made  an  excufe  for  the 
trade  which  was  at  all  admiilible.  Thofe  that  had  been  at- 
tempte  i  to  be  made,  had  been  rejeft  d  by  all  men  of  fenfe  and 
reflection.  The  perfons  employed  in  the  Have  trade,  were 
never  the  means  of  employing  any  of  the  manufacturers  ofthi* 
country  fo  as  to  promote  our  p  /lr.ic  1  welfare.  Indeed,  they 
-were  of  the  defcription  of  thofe  wh  >  haJ  all  their  life-time  b^en 
employed  in  war,  of  whom  the  celebrated  Adam  Smith  fj 
that  when  one  hundted  thoufund  were  difcliarged  in  ti 
peace,  he  did  not  find  that  iuduilry  was  increafed,  or  th? 
flour iihed  in  proportion  of  this  change  from  military 
life-  The  fa£t  was,  that  people  of  this  defcription  wer 
nothing  but  the  odious  buiiuefs  in  which  they  wej^^ougi 
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He  had  heard  that  Liverpool  and  Briftol  exifted,  as  it  were,  in 
its  merchandife,  upon  the  flave  trade :  this  was  a  great  error ; 
for  he  had  reafon  to  believe  that  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  trade  of 
thefe  two  towns  was  derived  from  this.  The  truth  was,  that 
a  few  individuals  profited  much  by  the,  traffic ;  but  to  ftate  it  as 
a  great  fource  of  national  wealth  was  ridiculous. 

The  next  point  was  the  intereft  of  the  iflands  in  the  Weft  In* 
dies.  Where  the  queftion  was  general  policy,  and  fo  It  muft 
be  where  all  the  Weft-India 'iflands  were  concerned,  the  confi- 
derations  of  humanity  and  juftice  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  \ 
and  here  he  confeffed  that  all  he  had  been  faying  on  the  Weft-* 
India  iflands,  and  on  the  principle  of  policy,  were  inferior  con-r 
^derations  with  him.  "  Africa!  Africa!"  exclaimed  Mr, 
u  Wilberforce,  your  fufferings  have  been  the  theme  that  has 
**  arretted  and  engages  my  heart — your  fufferings  no  tongue  can 
*€  exprefs  ;  no  language  impart!"  It  was  the  reftoration  of 
thefe  poor  diftrefled  people  to  their  rights  that  he  had  neareft  at 
heart.  There  he  laid  hold  of  his  point ;  a  point  which  he  would 
never  quit,  or  give  up,  or  abandon,  until  he  had  obtained  his 
©djeft  ;  and  to  be  entitled  to  it,  he  had  made  out  a  cafe  fo  clear, 
fo  plain,  fo  forcible,  fo  juft,  fo  irrefragable,  that  he  was  con- 
fident there  was  not  one  perfon,  even  among  thofe  who  wifhed 
well  to  the  trade,  who  would  deny  the  truth  of  his  aflertion  ;  and 
010ft  particularly,  they  would  not  deny  wh$t  he  had  faid  on  a 
former  occafionon  this  fubjeS, 

He  had  faid,  and  it  was  true,  that  this  traffic  was  totally  de- 
fencelefs.  Such  arguments  were  brought  on  that  occafion  to 
oppofe  him,  as  perfectly  proved  their  futility,  and  proved  too* 
that  they  were  the  effeft  of  prejudice.  It  had  been  ftated,  that 
the  perfons  taken  by  us  were  prifoners  of  war  :  this  he  admit- 
ted ;  he  had  not  forgot  that  war  ft  ill  continued  to  diftrefs  and 
difgrace  mankind.  He  had  not  forgot  neither,  that  the  perfons 
who  were  thus  the  obje&s  of  it  were  his  fellow-creatures.'— 
Was  it  not  unnatural  for  us,  was  it  not  abfurd,  that  we  at* 
tempted  to  prove  to  the  world,  that  we  encouraged  this  trade  to 
prevent  the  negroes  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  cruel  ty- 
rant, who  would  put  them  to  death,  if  we  did  not  buy  them  ? 
He  did  not  imagine  that  we  fhbuld  find  people  mallow  enough 
to  believe  this  pretext.  No !  the  truth  was,  that  our  continu- 
ing the  trade  was  one  great  caufe  of  the  war  ;  and  thofe  who 
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promoted  it,  were  accountable  for  the  mifchief  it  produced.  , 
But  war  was  not  the  one-hundredth,  nor  the  one-thoufandth> 
part  of  the  calamity  occafioned  by  this  trade.  The  Committee 
would  find,  on  looking  at  the  evidence,  that  whole  families 
were  carried  oiffrom  their  habitations  by  fraud,  by  cunning, 
by  violence.  This  was  proved  by  a  man,  who  faid  he  was  en- 
gaged in  this  very  mode  of  obtaining  flaves.  He  told  them 
that  families  were  divided ;  and  that  one  part  of  a  fa.nily  was 
taken  at  one  time,  and  another  part  of  it  at  another.  It  at  lead 
had  been  matter  of  confolation  to  the  hufband  to  fee  his  wife 
in  bondage,  becaufe  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  bjar  it  with  her  ;  but 
even  this  confolation,  poor  as  it  was,  was  denied  them !  When 
v  this  was  aiferted,  it  had  been  peremptorily  denied  by  the  advo- 
cates for  the  flave  trade,  and  at  lad  it  turned  out  to  be  true  ; 
and  the  moit  diftreffing  circumftance  to  a  man  of  fenfibiliry 
was,  that  the  witneifes  related  all  thefe  things  with  indifference, 
as  mere  matters  of  courfe ;  a  proof  that  the  trade  itfelf  deprived 
its  followers  of  all  the  feelings  of  humanity.  This  was  not 
ail ;  the  fan  A  ion  of  law  was  to  be  given  to  this  traffic.  The 
name  of  juftice  was  to  be  profaned.  Men  were  to  be  accufed  . 
of  crimes  for  the  purpofe  of  conviding  them,  in  order  tofur- 
nifh  an  excufe  for  their  being  fold  as  (laves.  All  the  apparatus* 
and  machinery  of  injuftice  were  to  be  put  in  motion  to  deprive 
men  of  their  liberty  ;  and  it  was  a  fall  well  known,  that  crimes 
were  imputed  to  thofe  who  had  never  committed  them ;  fo  far 
from  it,  that  they  were  the  beft  of  citizens.  Nay,  it  was  now 
carried  on  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  flagrant  injuftice,  that  almoft  every 
trivial  offence  was  made  a  crime  for  which  a  man  was  declared 
liable  to  be  fold  to  flavery  !  Another  excellent  effeft  of  the  pro- 
priety of  continuing  the  flave  trade !  For  the  authenticity  of 
thefe  fads,  he  referred  to  the  work  of  Mr.  Moore,  an  inge- 
nious gentleman,  who  had  written  on  this  fubjeft.  But  there 
were  other  fads,  remaining  full  as  bad,  and  as  drone;  as  thofe 
which  he  had  mentioned.,  Europeans  hovered  round  the  coaft 
of  Africa  like  vultures,  and  like  vultures  lived  on  blobd  :  they 
enfnared  at  times  ;  and  at  times,  by  force,  took  away  the  na- 
tives, and  fold  them  for  flaves.  This  was  mentioned  on  a  for- 
mer occafion.  It  was  denied,  indeed,  but  afterwards  put  be- 
yond the  power  of  doubt.  Jn  fhort,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  fyftem  of  the  flave  trade  originally,  the  whole  was  now 
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become  one  fyftem  of  plunder  and  rapacity,  many  inftances  of 
which  might  be  quoted.  One,  in  particular,  to  which  he  ad- 
verted, was  the  conduft  of  a  captain,  emp^yed  lately  in  the 
Have  trade,  off  the  river  Camarone.  He  had  fent  fome  of  his 
people,  with  a  black  in  his  confidence,  to  water  on  fliore. — 
The  black  was  fcized  by  one  of  the  natives  for  debt,  and  taken 
cff.  To  revenge  this,  the  captain  infifted  that  his  crew 
ftiould  iirip  naked,  and  blacken  their  hides,  and  wear  a  flock 
girdle,  and  repair  on  fliore.  Conftrained  to  this  meafure,  with 
fome  hefitafion  they  agreed.  They  vifited  the  houfe  of  the 
perfon  who  had  taken  off  the  black,  fired  on  the  family,  killed 
his  wife  and  children  ;  and  two  poor  creatures,  whom  they  had 
wounded,  were  taken,  one  of  whom  died  on  fliore,  and  the 
other  expired  when  he  reached  the  vetTel !  The  blacks,  accuf- 
tomed  to  perpetual  warfare,  are  always  alert  in  revenging  in- 
.  fults.  They  armed,  and,  in  the  retreat  of  the  crew,  wound- 
ed feveral  of  the  Britifti  failors  ;  and  the  reft  efcaped  with  diffi- 
culty. Strange  as  it  might  appear,  this  did  not  interrupt  the 
trade  and  commerce.  Still  Africans,  like  other  men,  have 
feelings  ; ,  the  flame,  though  fmothered,  was  not  fubdued. — ■ 
The  chieftain,  in  a  week,  came  on  board  ;  and  requefting  pow- 
der and  ball  from  the  captain,  to  make  war  on  his  neighbours, 
to  procure  (laves,  was  actually  provided.  Callous  and  dead  to 
every  fentiment  of  danger,  thus  were  the  inftruments  of  re* 
venge  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  indignant  chief;  and  the  cap- 
tain apologized  to  his  mafters,  by  afligning  the  motive  for  giv- 
ing their  ammunition  to  the  African  ;  at  the  fame  time  obferv- 
ing,  that  he  "  did  not  wafte  their  property  !"  Thus  prepared, 
the  chieftain  feized  the  crew  and  the  captain,  and  carried  them 
on  fhore.  When  it  was  juftly  expefted  that  death  would  have 
been  the  confequence  of  their  capture,  the  leffon  of  depravity 
had  its  influence  on  the  natives — avarice  triumphed  over  their 
feelings — "  perfidy  was  repaid  by  perfidy;  and  the  , captain 
"  and  crew  were  enlarged,  on  condition  that  he  would  fur- 
"  render  the  property  which  he  had  on  board." 

If  any  thing  could  (hew  enough  of  the  cruelties  of  our  Afri- 
can dealers  in  the  flave  trade,  thefe  circumftances  would  do 
fo.  Ail  this  proved,  that,  after  men  were  engaged  in  this 
trade  for  a  little  while,  they  loft  all  feeling  and  fenfibility. 
Nothing  was  thought  of  thefe  things  by  men  who  had  been  a 


A.  1792.  DEBATES.  169 

long  while  in  the  trade  ;  but  it  required  to  be  a  little  ufed  to  it, 
before  men  could  fo  completely  lofe  their  feelings  and  huma- 
nity. But  thefe  cruelties  and  enormities  were  increafing  ;  for, 
no  longer  ago  than  laft  Auguft,  when  that  Houfe  was  debating 
on  the  fubjeft  of  this  very  trade,  fix  Britifli  veflels  had  anchor- 
ed off  Calabar,  a  town  which  feemed  devoted  to.  eternal  mis- 
fortune. It  appeared,  from  the  report,  that  the  natives  had 
raifed  the  price  of  flaves.  The  captains  confulting  together, 
agreed  to  fire  on  the  town,  to  compel  them  to  lower  the  price 
of  their  countrymen.  To  heighten,  if  poflible,  the  (hame  of 
this  proceeding,  he  faid,  that  they  were  prevented,  for  fome 
time,  from  effe&ing  their  purpofe,  by  the  prefence  of  a  French 
captain,  who  refufed  to  join  in  their  meafures,  and  purchafed 
at  the  high  price  which  had  been  put  upon  the  flaves.  He  felt, 
with  the  moft  painful  fenfibility,  the  {hame  of  thus  expofing 
the  difgrace  of  his  country  ;  but  it  was  the  more  incumbent  on 
him,  as  thefe  very  men  were  re-appointed  to  fituations  in  the 
fame  trade,  as  if  they  had  performed  the  moft  meritorious  and 
honourable  exploit.  However,  in  the  morning  they  com- 
menced a  fire,  which  lifted  for  three  hours ;  and  the  guns  be- 
ing dire&ed  by  old  Britifh  feamen,  had  their  intended  effe&. 
During  the  confirmation,  the  wretched  inhabitants  were  feen 
making  their  efcape  in  every  direftion.  In  the  evening,  the 
attack  was  renewed,  which  continued  until  they  agreed  to  fell 
.their  flaves  at  the  price  ftipulated  by  the  captains.  He  repre- 
sented that,  in  this  attack,  upwards  of  twenty  perfons  had 
been  deftroyed.  He  did  not  fail  to  defcribe  this  cruel  outrage 
as  a  mockery  of  all  feeling,  and  an  ihfult  on  the  opinions  of 
Parliament,  and  the  fenfe  of  the  people.  [The  Houfe,  in  a 
fudden  burft  of  indignation,  vociferated,  "Name!  Name!"] 
Mr.  Wilberforce  refifted  for  a  long  time  ;  at  laft  the  clamour 
overpowered  him,  and  we  heard  the  following  names  of  {hip* 
and  captains  :  The  (hip  Thomas,  of  Briftol,  Captain  Phi 
lips  ;  the  Betfey,  of  Liverpool,  Captain  Doyle ;  .the  Reco- 
very, of  Briftol ;  the  Wafp,  Captain  Houfe  ;  the  Thomas,  of 
Liverpool ;  and  the  Anatree,  of  Briftol.  Such  fcenes  of  blood- 
fhed  and  inhumanity  he  knew  (hocked  the  Committee.  It 
fliocked  him  fo  much,  as  almoft  to  deprive  him  of  the  power 
of  utterance  There  was  no  confideration  on  this  globe  that 
would  make  him  (hare  fuch  enormities*  What  heieafter  migh » 
Vol.  XXXII.  Z 
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await  fuch  heinous  deeds  he  knew  not — he  would  not  have  the 
guilt  of  having  negledted  to  expofe  them  for  all  the  wealth  in 
the  world.     The  blood  of  it  be  on  the  guilty  heads  ! 

The  next  point  was  the  ufage  the  poor  flaves  met  with  in  the 
Middle  PaiTage,  from  the  coaft  of  Africa  to  the  Weft  Indies  ; 
on  the  cruelties  of  which  he  would  not  expatiate  ;  but  as  it  had 
been  called  a  nurfery  for  our  feamen,  he  fhould  obferve  on  a 

few  figures  in  the  beft  computation  we  had  on  the  fubjeft. -• 

In  the  year  1788,  in  a  (hip  in  this  trade,  650  perfons  were  on 
board,  out  of  whom  155  died.  In  another,  405  were  on 
board,  out  of  whom  were  loft  200.  In  another  there  were  on 
board  450,  out  of  whom  2co  died.  In  another  there  were  on 
board  402,  out  of  whom  73  died.  When  Captain  Wilfon  was 
aflced  the  caufes  of  this  mortality,  he  replied,  that  the  flaves 
had  a  fixed  melancholy  and  deje&ion  ;  that  they  wifhed  to  die ; 
that  they  refufed  all  fuftenance,  till  they  were  beaten,  in  order 
to  compel  them  to  eat ;  and  that,  when  they  had  been  fo  beaten, 
they  looked  in  the  faces  of  the  whites,  and  faid,  piteoufly, 
"  Soon  we  fhall  be  no  more."  They  fometimes  threw  them- 
felves  overboard  ;  but  were  in  general  prevented  by  the  high 
netting  placed  on  purpofe  to  reftrain  them  ;  and  fuch  a  death 
they  called  an  efcape.  This  melancholy,  and  its  attendant  dis- 
orders, mocked  all  attempts  to  relieve  them,  and  could  only  be 
conquered  by  conquering  the  kindnefles  of  human  nature. — 
The  wretches  on  board  thefe  .(hips  died  fometimes  of  infanity, 
fometimes  of  ftarving,  and  were  fometimes  drowned  !  And  is 
this  horrid  traffic  to  be  continued  as  a  nurfery  for  feamen  ? — 
Even  when  the  beft  regulations  have  been  made,  we  have  loft 
of  our  failors  above  eleven  per  cent.  When  thofe  regulations 
were  in  agitation,  the  merchants  in  the  trade  protefted  that  it 
would  not  be  worth  following  ;  and  now  that  thofe  regulations 
took  place,  they  loudly  called  out  that  the  motion  for  the  abo- 
lition, if  carried,  would  be  the  means  of  their  lofing  large  pro- 
fits !  What !  lofe  large  Aims  by  the  abolition  of  a  lofing  trade ! 
Such  were  the  abfurdities  to  which  the  advocates  of  this  trade 
in  human  blood  were  driven.  In  every  point  of  view  it  muft 
appear,  that  the  intereft,  as  well  as  the  honour,  of  the  country, 
required  a  difcontinuance  of  fo  vile  a  commerce.  We  might 
reap  much  greater  benefits  by  a  commerce  of  another  kind 

with  Africa  ;  and  the   Sierra  Leone  Company   were  laudably 
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eftabliihing  a  trade,  by  which  they  would  gain  immenfe  ad- 
vantages, without  difgracing  themfelves  by  trafficking  in  hu- 
man blood,  and  in  murder.  It  was  a  mockery  of  language 
to  fay,  that  relieving  the  negroes  from  their  native  oppreilion 
was  an  aft  of  mercy  ;  for  how  could  mercy  exift  where  it  had 
not  juftice  for  its  bafis  ?  Juftice  was  the  primary  principle  on 
which  human  happinefs  and  morals  were  founded ;  it  was 
that  to  which  angels,  as  well  as  men,  owed  their  virtues  and 
their  enjoyments.  But  this  unjuft,  this  murderous  mercy, 
which  we  ftiewed  to  the,  Africans,  was  the  fame  that  the  fe- 
rocious difciples  of  Mahomet  difplayed  in  the  maflacre  ot 
whole  Chriftian  nations  in  propagating  the  Koran  ;  it  was 
the  lame  with  the  flaughtering  humanity  of  the  Spaniards  in 
America,  to  recommend  the  Inquifition.  He  could  have 
wifhed  to  drop  for  ever  all  recital  of  fafts  which  tended  to 
prove  the  cruelty  of  thofe  who  dealt  in  this  odious  and  abo- 
minable traffic ;  but  there  was  an  inftance  which  he  could 
not  omit  in  this  cafe. 

Notwithstanding  the  regulation  of  Sir  William  Dolben's 
bill,  the  fituation  of  thofe  wretches  in  the  Middle  Paflage 
was  little  better  than  before,  and  the  mortality  was  equally 
great.  The  inftance  which  he  mould  mention  W3S  the  cafe 
of  a  young  girl,  fifteen  years  of  age,  of  extreme  modefty, 
who  finding  herfelf  in  a  fituation  incident  to  her  fex,  was 
extremely  anxious  to  conceal  it.  The  captain  of  the  veflel, 
inftead  of  encouraging  fo  laudable  a  difpofition,  tied  her  by 
the  wrift,  and  placed  her  in  a  pofition  fo  as  to  afford  a  fpec- 
tacle  to  the  whole  crew.  In  this  fituation  he  beat  her;  but 
not  thinking  the  exhibition  he  had  made  fufficiently  confpi- 
cuous,  he  tied  her  up  by  the  legs,  and  then  alfo  beat  her. 
But  his  cruel  ingenuity  was  not  yet  exhaufted,  for  he  next 
tied  her  up  by  one  leg,  after  which  fhe  loft  ail  fenfation,  and 
in  the  courfe  of  three  days  {he  expired,  This  was  beyond 
difputea  fa&.  [Name!  Name!  Name!  refounded  from 
all  parts  of  the  Houfe.]  Captain  Kimber  was  the  man  ?  faid 
Mr.  Wilberforce.  If  any  thing  could,  In  the  annals  of  hu- 
man depravity,  go  beyond  this,,  he  owned  he  did  not  know 
where  to  look  for  it.     But  this  was  not  a  Angular  inftance, 

Z  % 


17*  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1792. 

there  were  others  of  the  fame  kind ;  there  were  proofs*  be« 
yond  all  difpute,  of  many  others ;  and  if  the  honourable 
gentlemen  wiflied  to  take  notes  of  the  horrid  a£ls  of  this 
bloody  traffic,  he  would  employ  their  pens  days  together, 
in  barely  taking  down  fimple  fa<5ts.  But  this  was  not  all; 
it  was  well  known  that  it  was  now  become  cuflomary  to  fet 
fire  to  whole  villages  in  Africa,  for  the  purpofe  of  throwing 
the  inhabitants  into  confufion,  and  taking  them  as  they  fled 
from  the  flames.  Of  all  the  trades  that  difgraced  human 
beings,  this  was  the  very  worft.  In  others,  however  in- 
famous, there  were  fome  proofs  of  the  trait  of  fomething 
lika  humanity,  but  in  this  there  was  a  total  abfence  of  them 
all.  It  was  a  fcene  of  uniform,  unadulterated,  unfophifti- 
cated  wickednefs.  The  tyranny  and  ferocity  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  flaves  alone ;  inftances  might  be  produced  of 
x>ppreffive  conduct  to  the  feamen;  as  a  proof  of  which,  he 
need  only  ftate,  that  out  of  a  whole  fhip's  crew  fix  or  fe- 
yen  only  returned.  Who  was  to  regulate,  he  defired  to 
know,  a  trade  carried  on  by  fuch  agents?  agents  inured  to 
habits  of  robbery  and  murder,  and  whofe  manners  were  too 
firmly  ferocious  to  be  altered,  and  their  conduct  too  uni- 
formly brutal  to  be  correcled  by  any  other  means,  than  that 
pf  abolishing  the  traffic  itfelf  in  which  they  were  engaged; 
a  trade  too  unjuftifiabje  to  be  continued  ;  a  fyftem  that  the 
Houfe  ought  to  condemn,  as  difgraceful  to  the  character  of 
the  Englifti  nation  !  Which  ever  way  it  was  looked  at, 
robbery,  murder,  perfidy,  and  defolation,  flared  one  in  the 
face}  in  Africa,  in  the  Middle  Paflage,  and  in  the  iflands, 
the  fame  horrors  prefent  themfelves  to  one's  view.  He  who 
loved  juftice,  would  condemn  the  trade,  for  the  man  that 
loved  juftice  muft  love  mercy  alfo,  the  one  principle  natu- 
rally and  neceflarily  followed  the  other. 

He  then  took  a  general  view  of  all  the  other  points  on 
which  this  trade  had  been  defended. 

It  had  been  alledged,  that  our  abandoning  the  trade  would 
have  little  effect,  if  we  could  not  induce  other  nations  to  do 
the  fame.  But  this  was  an  obfervation  which  they  with 
greater  force  could  turn  upon  ourfelves.    They  might  alk, 
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of  what  avail  would  it  be  to  turn  afide  the  petty  ftreams  of 
traffic,  while  the  broad  river  of  Britifli  commerce  flowed 
without  interruption.  But  was  there  not  then  remaining  in 
our  nation  that  pride  which  could  refill  the  fordid  impulf* 
of  avarice  oppofing  itfelf  to  juftice?  Denmark,  whofe  com- 
merce could  lefs  than  ours  afford  any  degree  of  diminution, 
had  already  rejected  the  foul  intercourfe.  It  was  a  noble 
achievement,  and  fliould  make  Britons  blufh  to  have  miffed 
the  opportunity  of  leading  the  glorious  example.  He  could 
not  but  take  notice  of  the  unanimous  fentjment  which  per- 
vaded every  part  of  the  nation  on  this  fubjefit.  Men,  who 
differed  on  many  fpeculative  points,  and  mod  political  to- 
pics, feemed  to  think  alike  when  the  paramount  principles 
of  humanity  and  juftice  were  in  queftion.  Whatever  tem- 
pefts  may  agitate  the  lower  atmofphere,  all  was  harmony  and 
brightnefs  in  the  higher  regions. 

"  As  fome  tall  cliff,  that  lifts  its  awful  form, 
"  Swells  from  the  vale,  and  mid-way  leaves  the  ftorm, 
"'Though  round  its  breaft  the  rolling  clouds  are  fpread, 
"  Eternal  fun-fliine  fettles  on  its  head." 

Goldfmith. 

He  had  already  ftated,  that  the  flaves  now  in  our  iflands 
were  fufficiently  numerous  for  every  purpofe;  that,  when 
no  more  were  fuffered  to  be  imported,  they  muft  of  necef- 
fity  be  well  treated;  that,  by  proper  treatment,  they  would 
multiply  fafter,  and  be  better  fe  vants  ;  and  if  the  planters 
had  more  ground  than  was  cultivated,  they  might  employ  it 
to  greater  advantage  in  cotton  and  cinnamon  than  in  canes. 
Improvements  of  machinery  alfo  would  diminifh  labour 
very  much  :  and  however  ufeful  thofe  colonies  were  to  us, 
yet,  confideringby  how  precarious  a  tenure  we  held  them  in 
time  of  war,  "we  could  not  fuffer  any  material  capital  to  be 
inverted  with  them :  but,  whatever  may  be  their  value,  we 
(hould  not  coniider  their  wifties  in  oppofition  to  their  real 
interefts,  and  contrary  to  the  principles  of  honour,  juftice 
and  humanity.    We  haa  been  lately  informed,  by  him  who 
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in  the  higheft  degree,  and  moft  defervedly,  poflefled  the 
public  confidence,  that  our  commerce  and  revenues  were  in 
the  moft  profperous  ftate  imaginable ;  and  while  we  pof- 
fefled  fo  many  bleffings,  and  fo  much  happihefs  ourfelves, 
furely  we  could  the  better  afford,  and  fhould  lefs  grudge,  to 
impart  a  portion  of  them  to  others.  Prejudices  had  once 
been  entertained  againft  the  negroes,  which  no  gentleman 
at  prefent  could,  without  a  blufli,  acknowledge;  that  be- 
caufe  their  complexion  differed  from  ours,  fo  alfo  did  their 
ilature.  This  foolifh  idea  being  removed,  were  we  to  quar- 
rel with  them  for  being  favages?  He  hoped  not;  for  there 
certainly  was  not  a  crime  imputed  to  the  Afr  cans,  which 
had  not  aftually  been  committed  by  our  anceftors  here  in 
Britain.  The  people  of  England  had  exprefled  their  fenfe 
againft  the  trade,  fully  and  forcibly,  and  had  addrefled  the 
Houfe,  as  they  valued  the  favour  of  Heaven,  to.abolifh  it. 
If  the  petitions  of  the  people  of  En  land  were  attended  to, 
and  furely  they  ought  not  to  be  difregarded,  and  if  the  trade 
wereabolifhed,  Mr.  Wilber force  faid,  we  fhould  be  enabled 
to  eftablifh  another  of  greater  profit  with  the  natives  of 
Africa:  by  abolifhing  the  trade,  the  Houfe  would  do  good 
in  every  part  of  the  world  ;  all  thofe,  therefore,  who  were 
inclined  to  do  good  by  wholef  le,  he  invited  to  vote  with 
him  for  the  abolition.  Thofe  who  were  in  doubt  on  the 
fubje6t  heretofore  we  e  he  trufted,  at  length  convinced  of 
the  wicked nefs  of  the  trade,  and  that  the  Houf  wo  Id  that 
night  come  to  an  unanimous  vo  e  for  its  annihilation.  The 
-recent  enormities  appea  ed  to  have  been  permitted  by  Hea- 
ven for  the  purpofe  of  rendering  it  impoflible  that  any  one 
fhould  have  the  prefumpti^n  to  juftify  the  continuation  of  a 
traffic  that  was  necefTarily  produ&ive  of  crimes  that  admitted 
of  no  excufe  or  palliation  whatever.  His  motion  would 
fomewhat  differ  from  that  which  he  propofed  laft  year  I 
though  he  fhould  never  be  of  any  other  opinion,  than  that 
the  trade  fhould  be  totally  abolifhed  immediately. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  concluded  by  faying,  that,  in  his  exer- 
tions for  the  prefent  caufe,  he  had  found  happinefs,  though 
not  hitherto  fuccefs ;    that  it  enlivened  his  waking,  and 
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foothed  his  evening  hours  ;  that  he  carried  the  topic  with 
him  to  his  repofe,  and  often  had  the  blifs  of  remembering, 
that  he  had  demanded  juftice  for  millions,  who  could  not 
aflk  it  for  themfelves !  He  then  moved, 

."  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
"  trade  carried  on  by  Britifh  fnbje&s,  for  the  purpofe  of 
"  obtaining  flaves  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  ought  to  be  abo- 
«  limed." 

This,  if  carried,  he  (riould  follow  up  by  another,  "  That 
"  the  Chairman  be  directed  t6  move  the  Houfe  for  leave  to 
46  bring  in  a  bill  for  .he  abolition  of  theflave  trade."  In  this 
bill  time  mighr  be  given  for  that  abolition,  as  to  the  Houfe 
might  ieem  meet. 

Mr.  BAILEY  defired  that  the  petition  of  the  Weft-India 
*  Merchants  and  Planters  fhould  be  read.  It  was  read  ac- 
cordingly,  and  is  as  follows: 

"  The  PET  ITION  of  the  Planters,  Merchants,  Mort- 
gagees, Annuitants,  and  others,  concerned  in  the  Weft- 
India  colonies,  to  the  honourable  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  affembled, 

"  Humbly  ftieweth, 

"  THAT  your  petitioners  learn,  with  much  concern, 
that  the  queftion  for  the  Abol  tion  of  the  Slave  Trade  is 
propofed  for  deliberation  in  this  honourable  Houfe. 

"  That  the  fyltem  of  poppling  the  Weft-India  colonies 
with  negroes,  obtained  by  purchafe  in  Africa,  has  long 
and  repeatedly  received  the  national  fart&ion.  That  the 
acts  of  9  and  10  Will.  III.  c.  26,  and  23  Geo.  II.  c.  31, 
not  only  declare  the  African  trade  to  be  highly  beneficial, 
and  very  advantageous  to  this  kingdom,  but  "  neceflary 
"  for  fupplying  the  colonies  with  a  fufficient  number  of 
"  negroes  at  reafonable  rates."  That  every  ftimulant, 
held  out  by  Government  for  the  cultivation  of  the  Weft- 
India  colonies,  has  directly  fancYioned  the  importation  of 
negroes,  as  the  means  neceflary  to  that  end  ;  that  the  iflands, 
it  is  well  known,  are  not  yet  pofiefled  of  fuch  fufficient ' 
number  of  negroes  for  cultivating  their  lands  as  is  above 
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mentioned ;  that  this  is  particularly  tf^ejrefpe&ing  the 
ceded  iflands,  where  the  lands  were  botigiil  from  Govern- 
ment, not  only  upon  the  faith  of  liberty  and.  encourage- 
ment given  to  purchafe  negroes,  but  with  a  claufe  of  for- 
feiture, in  cafe  the  cultivation  of  the  fame  was  not  com- 
pleted within  a  certain  period ;  that  the  negroes  already  pof- 
fefled  by  the  colonifts  require  to  be  conftantly  recruited ; 
that  the  exifting  proportion  of  female  negroes,  which  is 
inferior  to  that  of  the  males,  and  the  prefent  manners  of 
the  negroes,  are  each  unfavourable  to  population  ;  that, 
in  cafe  of  any  unufual  lofs  of  negroes,  by  difeafe,  or  other 
accidents,  theonly  means  of  fupplying  the  vacancy  (which, 
by  the  nature  of  things,  mull  otherwife  grow  more  con- 
fiderable  and  diftrefling)  depends  upon  new  importations 
from  Africa.  That  a  multitude  of  a£te  of  Parliament, 
both  ancient  and  modejn,  befideS  thofe  above  cited,  as 
well  as  treaties  of  peace,  or  of  commerce,  and  other  na- . 
tional  meafures  and  documents,  have  alike  concurred  to 
indicate  the  fyftem  of  this  country  upon  the  prefent  fub- 
jeQ:,  That  the  Weft- India  colonifts  have  had  too  high 
an  opinion  of  the  public  faith,  not  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  au- 
thorities ought  to  form  an  unerring  guide  and  folid  fecu- 
rity  to  them;  and  that  on  thefe  authorities,  therefore, 
have  they,  hitherto,  fearleflly  embarked  their  fortunes  in 
diftant  climes. 

"  That  every  circumftance,  refpe&ing  the  purchafing 
negroes  and  the  tranfpdrting  of  them  to  the  iflands  by 
Britim  traders,  and  their  treatment  in  the  iflands,  Jias,  by 
univerfal  acknowledgement,  and  efpecially  of  late,  chang- 
ed for  the  better ;  fo  as  to  afford  no  new  argument  on  this 
head,  unlefs  on  behalf  of  the  colonies. 

"N  That  nothing  to  affect  the  queftion  has  occurred, 
fince  the  late  decifion  by  this  honourable  Houfe  upon  the 
evidence  taken  thereon;  excepting,  fir  ft,  the  partial  fe- 
lecYion  and  perverfion  of  that  evidence  without  doors,  in 
order  to  deceive  the  nation*  and,  fecondly,  the  me- 
lancholy effects  arifing  from  continuing  to  agitate  the 
queftion. 
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.  "  That  the  firft  circumftance  has  occafioned  various 
petitions  to  be  prefented  to  this  honourable  Houfe,  fome 
pf  which  have  been  improperly  obtained  and  figned,  and 
.which,  in  general,  have  proceeded  from  perfons  either 
.comparatively  few  in  number,  or  elfe  who  have  had  no 
means  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  fads  in  queftion, 
or  with  that  voluminous  evidence,  upon  wKich  this  ho- 
nourable Houfe  had  formed  its  firft  decifion.  That  extra&s 
from  this  evidence,  confined  in  general  to  one  fide  of  the 
queftion,  (and,  in  particular,  having  no  reference  to  that 
mafs  of  authority  on  the  other  fide,  furniflied  by  Admirals, 
Governors,  and  others  in  official  fituations,  unlefs  to  dif- 
credit  it,)  have  been  circulated  in  pamphlets,  fold  at  the 
lowed  prices,  or  even  given  gratis,  wherever  they  'could 
produce  eflfedt ;  and  that,  to  thefe  extracts,  have  been  add- 
ed various  mifreprefentations.  That,  if  your  petitioners 
have  not,  in  time,  exerted  themfelves  in  oppofition  to 
thefe  meafures,  it  is  becaufe  they  thought  it  impoffible 
that  men,  avowing  the  purfuit  of  humanity  and  duty, 
could  be  capable  of  fuch  unwarrantable  and  cruel  proceed- 
ings; and  becaufe  your  petitioners  trailed  to  thejuftice 
.  of  fheir  caufe  and  to  the  fairnefs  of  their  conduit,  as  well 
as  to  thewifdom,  the  known  information,  and  the  declare4 
opinion,  of  this  honourable  Houfe. 

"  That,  with  refpeft  to  the  fecond  circumftance  which 
has  lately  occurred,  namely,  the  a&ual  evils  confequent  up- 
on the  difcuflion  of  this  queftion  :  without  alluding  to  the 
prefent  difcredit  and  apprehenfion.afFe&irig  all  colonial  pror 
perty,  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  devaluation  of  the  largeft 
of  the  French  Weft- India  colonies,  with  the  mutual  flaughter 
of  its  inhabitants.  That  this  terrible  difaftcr  was  preceded 
bya  revolt  in  the  Englifh  colony  of  Dominica,  and  followed 
by  the  projeft  of  another  in  Jamaica,  happily  ftifled  in  its- 
origin. 

n  That  your  petitioners  trull  that  thefe  new  circumftances 
are  not  fuch  as  to  be  likely  to  induce  this  honourable  Houfe 
to  change  its  firft  opinions. 
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'  "  That  it  is  notorious  that  the  negroes  now  confider  an  abo- 
lition of  the  flave  trade  to  be  fynonimous  with  a  general  eman- 
cipation ;  and  that,  (hould  the  abolition  take  place,  they  will, 
in  confequence  of  this  idea,  become  (in  the  moft  favourable 
event)  lefs  contented  arid  lefs  happy  in  their  fituation;  but, 
moft  probably,  they  will  be  urged  to  ads  of  defperate  revolt, 
and  involve  themfelves>  their  matters,  and  the  colonies,  in  one 
common  ruin. 

"  That  your  petitioners  will  ndt  here  ftate  the  importance 
Of  the  fugar  colonies  to  the  nianufa&ures,  agriculture,  com- 
merce, navigation,  and  revenue,  of  the  Britifh  empire;  as 
being,  they  hope,  already  fufficiently  felt  by  this  honourable 
Houfe,  as  well  as  acknowledged  by  their  adverfaries.  That 
their  adverfaries,  indeed1,  fenfible  that  they  could  not  otherwife 
have  weight  with  this  honourable  Houfe,  pretend  that  thefe  ob- 
jects not  only  will  not  be  injured,  but  will  even  be  aided,  by 
an  abolition  of  the  flave  trade ;  but  your  petitioners  humbly  hope 
Co  far  to  have  credit  with  this  honourable  Houfe  for  a  right  un- 
derftanding  of  their  own  concerns,  after  a  longer  and  clofer  ih- 
veftigation  of  them  than  can  have  fallen  to  the  (hare  of  their  op- 
ponents, and  likewife  after  the  calumny  they  have  experienced 
for  perfifting  in  their  opinions,  and  the  confequent  combina- 
tion which  has  arifen  againft  the  confumption  of  their  produce, 
as  to  be  fuppofed  not  likely  to  be  miftaken  upon  a  fubjeft  in 
which  tfyey  are  fo  deeply  interefted ;  and,  if  your  petitioners  do 
not  deceive  themfelves  herein,  it  is  then  impoflible  that  a  (lake 
offeventy  millions  fterling,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  can  be  afFefted 
without  affe&ing  every  Member  of  this  honourable  Houfe,  as 
well  as  the  nation  at  large. 

"  That  your  petitioners,  therefore,  will  humbly  conclude 
by  praying,  firft,  either  that  the  difcuflion  of  this  queftionmay 
now  be  terminated  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  dilcourage  its  re- 
vival (the  fufpenfion  of  the  decifion  being  almoft  equal  in  mtf- 
chief  to  an  abolition  of  the  trade  ;)  or,  fecondly,  if  it  (hall  be 
decided  that  the  flave  trade  (hail  be  aboliflied,  that,  in  that  cafe, 
the  colonifts,  their  creditors,  and  others  connedled  with  tht 
Weft  Indies,  may  be  fully  indemnified  ;  as  it  cannot  be  the 
defign,  even  if  it  (hould  fall  within  the  competence  of  this  ho- 
nourable Houfe,  when  purfuinga  fuppofed  meafure  of  huma- 
nity on  one  fide,  to  negleft  the  acknowledged  claim,  not  only 
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ofhumaniy,  but  of  juftice  alfo,  on  the  fide  of  the  colonics ;  or 
to  caufe  them  to  become  vi&ims  to  the  encouragement  given  to 
the  prefent  fyftem  of  Weft-India  colonization,  during  above  a 
century  and  a  half,  and  to  owe  their  ruin  to  no  other  circum- 
ftance  than  to  a  miftaken  confidence  in  the  good  faith  and  fteady 
conduct  of  the  Legiflature  of  Great  Britain. 
London,  March  1792. 

When  the  clerk  had  done  reading, 

Mr.  BAILEY  rofe,  and  exprefled  the  reludtance  he  felt  in 
obtruding  himfelf  on  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  ;  but,  circum- 
ftanced  as  he  was,  as  agent  for  one  of  the  mod  valuable  Weft- 
.  India  iflands,  he  found  himfelf  impelled,  by  the  fuperior  calls 
of  duty,  to  facrifice  his  private  feelings,  and  declare  his  fenti- 
ments  on  the  queftion,  which  he  confidered  one  of  the  mod  im- 
portant that  had  ever  occupied  the  attention  of  Parliament.  He 
felt  it  the  more  neceflary  to  declare  his  opinion,  becaufe  a  long 
refidence  in  the  Weft  Indies,  where  he  had  parted  the  moft  ac- 
tive part  of  his  life,  had  given  him  an  opportunity  of  forming 
a  better  judgement  on  the  fubjeft,  than  thofe  gentlemen  who 
had  brought  it  forward,  and  feeling,  as  he  did,  as  ftrong  an 
intereft,  as  any  gentleman  in  that  Houfe,  for  the  trade,  the 
manufa&ures,  and  the  navigation  of  Great  Britain,  all  which 
were  vitally  involved  in  the  novel  and  fpeculating'do&rines  of 
the  day,  he  could  not  refrain  from  coming  forward,  and  de- 
coring  his  fentiments.  But  it  is  not  only  a  confiderable  por- 
tion of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  country,  but  the  very 
exiftence  of  thofe  colonies,  which  have  been  eftablilhed,  che- 
rifhed,  and  fupported,  under  various  ads  of  Parliament,  that  is 
at  ftake. 

He  then  proceeded  to  analyze  the  chara&ers  of  thofe  perfons 
who  had,  with  fo  much  zeal  and  induftry,  agitated  this  quef- 
tion, Which  he  termed  unfortunate  and  impolitic — and  who 
had  fo  artfully  contrived  to  devolve  the  management  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  on  an  honourable  gentleman,  for  whofe  private  virtues  he 
profeffed  the  higheft  refpeS. 

This  gentleman's  arguments,  Mr.  Bailey  obferved,  upon  a 
former  occafion,  operated  upon  the  Minifter's  mind,  and  at  the 
fame  time  extended  their  effe&s  to  the  mind  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  who. makes  fo  very  confpicuous  a  figure 
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on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe :  there  is,  added  he,  nei- 
ther in  nor  out  of  Parliament,  a  man  who  is  a  greater  admirer 
if  the  incomparable  and  brilliant  abilities  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  than  I  am  ;  I  confider  them  an  ornament  to 
this  Houfe,  and  an  ornament  to  their  country  \  but  however  I 
may  be  difpofed  to  bow,  with  all  due  fubmifiion,  to  their  opi- 
nions upon  other  occafions,  yet,  upon  the  prefent  queftion  I 
differ  with  them  moft  eflentially ;  I  mean,  the  opinions  they 
gave  upon  the  former  inveftigation  of  the  queftion  ;  for,  from 
the  circumftances  that  have  occurred  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Wef- 
tern  World,  fince  the  clofe  of  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  I 
N  flatter  myfelf  that  they  are  now  made  fully  fenfible  of  its  evil, 
and  dangerous  tendency.  However,  to  come  to  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  in  minifterial  capacities,  I  do  maintain, 
that  the  part  they  a&ed,  when  the  queftion  was  debated  in  Par- 
liament laft  year,  was  unexpedled,  very  unbecoming  their  high 
chara&ers,  and  not  at  all  confident  with  the  principles  upon 
which,  in  my  humble  opinion,,  great  ftatefmen  ought  to  a£t. 

I  conceive  it  to  be  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  men  in  high 
fituations,  and  who  are,  or  may  be,  intrufted  with  the  lead  of 
public  affairs,  to  confider  not  only  the  general  intereft  of  the 
ftate,  but  of  individuals,  with  a  moft  fcrupulous  and  attentive 
eye,  and  to  fee  that  the  good  policy  of  the  country,  and  the  good 
underftanding  that  has  long  fubfifted  betwixt  Government  and 
our  diftant  colonies,  under  the  fan&ion  and  protection  of  vari- 
ous arts  of  Parliament,  fhould  not  be  difturbed,  and  broken 
in  upon,  byfuchawild,  impracticable,  and  vifionary  fcheme, 
as  the  prefent  queftion  for  abolifhing  the  African  flave  trade. 

I  was  indured  to  flatter  myfelf,  that  the  friends  and  promo- 
ters of  the  abolition  would  have  contented  themfelves  with  the 
mifchiefs  that  had  already  arifen,  in  confequence  of  the  agita- 
tion of  that  unfortunate  meafure,  and  that  the  fanguinaiy  dif- 
pofitions  of  a  certain  defcription  of  people,  would  h^ve  been 
fully  fatiated  with  the  innocent  blood  that  has  already  been 
fpilt;  but,  alas!  that  is  not  likely  to  be  the  cafe;  many  of 
them  have  been  known,  and  heard,  to  exult  at  the  calamities 
we  daily  read  of,  fo  that,  in  all  probability,  the  mifchief  is 
only  done  in  part,  and  nothing  lefs  than  the  total  defolation 
and  dcftru&ion  of  the  Britilh  Weft* India  colonies  can  content 
them. 
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I  have  in  my  hand  a  (mail  pamphlet,  printed  and  publiflied 
by  order  of  the  Weft- India  planters  and  merchants,  for  the 
ufe  and  information  of  the  Members  of  both  Houfes  of  Parlia* 
ment. 

It  contains  the  fpeech  of  the  deputies  of  St.  Domingo  to  the 
national  affembly  of  France,  and  alfo  the  fpeech  of  M.  Ber- 
trand,  the  late  Minifter  of  the  Marine  and  Colonies,  upon  the 
'  infurre&ion  of  the  negroes  in  that  ifland. 

If  the  deftruftion  of  the  moft  extenfive  and  mod  valuable  co- 
lony in  the  world,  the  maffacre  of  its  inhabitants,  the  ravaging 
the  moft  beautiful  part  of  the  creation  in  a  manner  hitherto  un- 
known and  unheard  of,  and  the  unnatural  murder  of  fathers  by 
the  hands  of  their  own  children,  are  fufficient  to  operate  upon 
the  feelings  of  humanity,  there  is  not,  I  am  perfuaded,  a  gen* 
tleman  in  this  Houfe,  who  can  withftand  the  fhock  ;  but  to  me, 
•who  have  a  perfonal  knowledge  of  the  theatre  of  thefe  dreadful 
fcenes,  and  who  (though  an  Englifliman,  and  at  St.  Domingo 
in  the  very  height  of  the  glorious  and  fuccefsful  war  that  wa* 
carried  on  under  the  aufpices  of  that  great  and  immortal  States- 
man, Lord  Chatham)  received  diftinguilhed  marks  of  kindnefi 
and  hofpitality  from  many  of  thofe  families,  who  by  the  late 
melancholy  events  have  been  tranfmitted  to  oblivion,  they  are 
doubly  affli&ing ;  and  when  I  bring  to  my  recolle&ion  that  the 
caufes  of  all  thefe  calamities  have  originated  in  Great  Britain,  I 
am  overwhelmed  with  forrow. 

The  ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  as  large  as  the 
kingdom  of  England. 

In  the  year  1789,  the  imports  into  that  colony  from  France 
exceeded  three  millions  fterling,  exclufive  of  near  thirty  thou- 
fand  negroes,  which,  at  a  very  moderate  valuatidn,  may  be 
eftimated  at  two  millions  fterling  more.  The  exports  from  the 
colony,  in  the  fame  year,  amounted  in  value  to  upwards  of  fit. 
millions  fterling,  and  their  trade  gave  employment  to  three 
hundred  thoufand  tons  of  (hipping,  and  thirty  thoufand  fea- 
men.  Thefe  circumftances  I  take  the  liberty  of  flaring  to  this 
Houfe,  as  a  confirmation  of  the  teftimony  I  gave  before  the 
Coihmittee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  fitting  on  the 
flave  trade  in  the  year  1 790. 

In  my  evidence  on  that  occafion,  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion, 
~that  the  African  and  Weft-India  trade  of  France  generally  era- 
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ployed  between  forty  and  fifty  thoufand  feamen ;  and  when  it  is 
confidered,  that  the  produce  of  St.  Domingo  is  hardly  equal  to 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  produce  of  the  French  Weft-India  co- 
lonies, I  flatter  myfelf  it  will  be  admitted,  that  I  have  not  ex- 
ceeded in  my  calculation. 

Having  faid  fo  much,  by  way  of  introdu&ion,  I  muft  now 
beg  leave  to  make  fome  obfervations  upon  the  fpeech  of  the  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  who  brought  it  forward,  which  I  will  en* 
deavourtodoin  as  concifea  manner  as  poflible. 

I  will  afterwards  take  the  liberty  of  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  value  and  importance  of  the  Weft-India 
and  African  trade  to  Great  Britain  >  to  fome  of  the  authorities 
under  which  the  Weft- India  colonies  and  African  trade  were 
cftablifbed;  to  their  dependence  on  each  other,  and  to  the  injuf. 
tice  and  impolicy  of  the  prefent  attempt  to  abolifti  the  African 
flavc  trade. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  forward  this  quef- 
tion,  has  made  life  of  nearly  the  fame  arguments  oh  the  prefent 
occafion>  which,  he  did  upon  the  difcuflion  of  the  fubje£t  laft 
year.  And  though  it  may  be  confidered  tedious  to  go  into  the 
particulars  of  a  mafs  of  evidence,  which  I  take  it  for  granted, 
every  Member  of  the  Houfe  is  mafter  of^  yet  it  is  incumbent 
on  me,,  fpeaking  generally  on  the  fubje&,  to  take  notice  of 
the  very  partial  manner  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
his  friends  have  garbled  from  the  whole  body  fuch  particular 
parts  of  the  evidence  as  were  fuited  to  anfwer  their  own  pur- 
pofes  ;  and  with  what  an  indecent  indifference  they  have  treated 
the  teftimony  of  the  feveral  great  and  refpe&able  chara&ers  who 
voluntarily  came  forward,  on  our  part,  to  remove  that  load  of 
ealumny  and  abufe,  which  has  been  To  illiberally  and  wantonly 
thrown  out  againft  every  perfon  connected  with  the  Weft  In- 
dia ifiands 

I  am  very  far  from  denying  that  many  a&s  of  inhumanity 
have  been  committed  in  the  tranfportation  of  flaves  from  the 
coaft  of  Africa  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  in  the  treatment  of 
thofe  negroes  after  they  had  been  landed  on  our  iflands ;  but  as 
I  hdieve.  Sir,  that  the  failings  and  frailties  of  human  nature 
prevail  generally,  in  pretty  much  the  fame  proportion,  all  over 
the  world  (I  mean  among  civilized  nations)  it  would  be  very 
unreafonable  to  cxpe£l,  among  that  clafs  of  people  concerned 
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in  the  African  trade,  or  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  Brittfh 
Weft-  India  iflands,  a  degree  of  moral  perfe&ion  that  is  not  to 
be  found  in  Great  Britain  itfelf. 

He  fubmitted  it  to  the  candour  of  gentlemen;  whether  the 
retords  of  the  Old  Bailey  ought  to  be  confldered  as  a  fair  cri- 
terion to  eftimate  the  chara&er  of  the  Englifli  nation  by.  And 
after  urging  this,  aflced  thofe  abolitionifts,  if  there  have  not 
been  committed,  in  this  great  and  opulent  city,  z&$  of  as 
ihocking,  as  bafe,  and  as  barbarous  a  nature,  as  any  contained 
in  the  great  mafs  of  evidence  now  lying  on  the  table  ? 

I  have  lived,  continued  he,  fixteen  years  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, and  notwithstanding  what  has  been  faid  to  the  contrary, 
I  do  declare,,  in  the  rnoft  folemn  manner,  that  I  confider  the 
negroes  in  the  Britifh  Weft- India  iflands  to  be  in  as  comfort- 
able a  date  as  the  lower  orders  of  mankind  in  any  country  in 
Europe. 

Before  the  agitation  of  this  queftion,  their  minds  were  at 
eafe,  and  they  were  perfe&ly  contented  with  their  fituation ; 
the  confidence  between  them  and  their  mafters  was  fo  unbound- 
ed, that  (except  in  the  ftores  where  fugar,  rum,  provifions, 
and  cloathing  were  generally  lodged)  no  locks  were  ever  ufed. 
Such,  I  can  aflure  the  Committee,  was  the  general  difpofition 
of  the  negroes  in  the  Britifh  Weft-India  iflands  in  the  year 
1776,  when  I  returned  to  Europe,  and  they  continued  in  that 
happy  ftate  until  the  enemies  of  the  colonies  came  forward  and 
propagated,  with  fo  much  zeal  and  induftry,  the  principles  of 
their  pernicious  do&rines.  But  I  am  forry  to  fay,  the  cafe  is 
woefully  reverfed  at  prefent:  the  Weft-India  iflands  are  filled 
with  emiflaries  and  inflammatory  publications  by  the  friends  of 
the  abolition-.  An  univerfal  diftrefs  prevails,  and  inftead  of 
being  in  that  happy  ftate  which  I  have  reprefented,  every  coun- 
tenance carries  the  appearance  of  anxiety  and  care:  -  and  there 
irs  not  an  eftate  without  a  depot  for  arms  lodged,  for  the  very  , 
purpofe  of  deftroying  thofe,  whofe  lives  every  principle  of  hu- 
manity and  intereft  leads  us  to  preferve.  Some  gentlemen  may 
probably  confider  thefe  precautions  as  confident  with  the  gene- 
ral fyftem  of  oppreffion  with  which  we  are  charged ;  but  to 
me,  who  have  been  in  fituations  of  danger,  and  know  fome- 
•  thing  of  the  feelings  of  men  upon  fuch  occafions,  I  can  aflure 
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the  honourable  gentlemen,  that  felf-prefervation  foregoes  all 
other  confiderations. 

Having  faid  fo  much,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  civil  flate  of 
the  negroes  in  our  iflands,  I  mull  now  advert  to  their  religious 
ftate,  beginning  with  the  ifland  of  Grenada,  where  my  property 
chiefly  lies. 

That  ifland,  Sir,  was  ceded  to  Great  Britain  at  the  peace  of 
1763.  Upon  our  taking  poffeflion  of  it,  the  negroes  were  found 
baptized,  and  inftrufted  in  fuch  of  the  principles  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  faith,  as  were  fuited  to  their  humble  capacities. — 
That  religion  now  univerfally  prevails  ;  for  as  new  negroes 
were  imported  from  Africa,  they  naturally  adopted  the  religi- 
ous principles  of  thofe  they  found  upon  the  ifland,  and  the 
Priefts,  who  are  always  extremely  induftrious  in  their  voca- 
tions, never  failed  of  giving  them  the  neceflary  inftru&ions ; 
fo  that,  in  the  courfe  of  twelve  months,  they  are  generally  im- 
prefled  with  very  tolerable  ideas  of  religious  duties.  There 
being  no  Proteftant  Clergyman  at  that  t ime  in  the  colony,  the 
gentlemen  of  the  ifland  gave  every  poflible  encouragement  to 
the  religious  purfuits  of  their* negroes.  One  half  of  the  num- 
ber on  each  eftate  were  permitted  to  go  every  Sunday  to  public 
mafs,  and  the  mornings  and  evenings  of  the  Sabbath  were  dedi- 
cated to  religious  worftiipon  the  plantations,  where  the  whole 
gang  affembled  at  the  dwelling-houfe,  or  manflon,  and  went 
through  the  fervice  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  under  the  imme- 
diate eye  of  the  matter  or  manager,  in  a  manner,  and  with  a 
fervency,  that  would  have  done  credit  to  more  civilized  focie- 
ties. 

Mr*  Bailey,  (profeffing  his  own  implicit  belief  in  the  facred 
fcriptures)  declared,  that,  on  thofe  occafions,  he  entertained 
fentiments  of  the  mod  fervent  devotion,  and  fuch  as  would  not 
difhonour  the  mod  pure  and  pious  mind.  As  to  the  religious 
ftate  of  the  negroes  iri  the  iflands  where  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith  does  not  prevail,  he  remarked,  that  he  was  forry  he  could 
not  fay  much.  The  Moravian  Miflionaries  have  of  late  made 
great  progrefs  in  opening  the  minds  of  the  negroes,  in  our  old 
iflands,  to  a  fenfe  of  religious  duties ;  but  there  is  among  the 
Clergy  of  our  eftabliihed  Church  a  degree  of  inattention  and 
indolence  very  much  to  be  lamented,  and  which  is  very  unpar- 


A.  1792.  DEBATES.  185 

donable  on  their  part,   confidering  the  ample  provifion  that  is 
made  for  them  by  the  legiflatures  of  our  feveral  colonies. 

The  piotis  ar^d  refpeftable.  character,  (continued  Mr.  Bailey) 
who  at  prefent  fo  worthily  fills  the  See  of  London,  is,  by  what 
I  am  informed,  extremely  attentive  to  the  morals  and  charac- 
ters of  fuch  men  as  are  admitted  into  holy  orders,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  occupying  the  livings  in  the  Weft-India  iflands  ;  and  I 
am  perfectly  convinced,  that  all  poffible  means  would  be  made 
ufe  of  by  that  mod  excellent  Prelate,  to  extend  the  bleflings  of 
the  Gofpel  to  the  minds  of  the  negroes  oh  all  our  plantations. 
Mr.  Bailey  then  adverted  to  the  manner  in  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  who  brought  forward  this  queftion,  and  his 
friends,  had,  on  the  prefent  and  former  occafions,  dwelt  upon 
the  feverity  of  the  punifhments  that  are  ufually  adminiftered  to 
ournegroes  in  the  Weft-India  iflands,  and  admitted,  that  in- 
ftances  of  cruelty,  nay  even  of  inhumanity,  may  be  produced  ; 
but  I  deny  moft  pofitively,  continued  he,  that  the  principle  or 
praclice  is  general :  and  I  wifti  to  be  permitted  to  a(k  fuch  of 
the  Members  of  this  Houfe  as  have  had  the  honour  of  ferving 
in  His  Majefty's  navy  and  army,  if  it  is  poflible,  or  practicable, 
to  maintain  that  order  and  fubordination  that  are  abfolutely 
neceflary  among  bodies  of  men,  without  the  fear  of  punifh- 
ment  ?  I  fay,  Sir,  that  it  is  not  poffible ;  and  as  punifliments 
generally  fall  on  delinquents,  of  whom  there  are  a  certain  num- 
ber in  every  fociety,  I  do  maintain,  that,  in  every  (hip's  crew 
and  regiment,  there  is  as  great  a  proportion  of  people  who 
come  within  that  defcription,  as  in  any  gang  of  negroes  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  be  they  ever  fo  indifferently  difpofed. 

That  being  admitted,  I  will  be  glad  to  alk,  if  ever  there  are 
punifhments  inflicted  on  our  fcamen  and  foldiers  i  Have  we 
ever  heard  of  feamen  being  flogged  from  (hip  to  (hip ;  or  of 
foldiers  dying  in  the  very  aft  of  punifliment,  under  the  lafli  of 
the  drummer,  when  tied  up  to  the  halberds,  and  expofed  in  as 
lhameful  and  ignominious  a  manner  as  poffibly  can  be  con- 
ceived ?  Have  we  not  alfo  heard,  even  in  this  country  of  boaft- 
ed  liberty,  of  feamen  being  kidnapped  and  carried  away,  when 
returning  from  diftant  voyages,  after  an  abfence  of  many  years, 
and  that  even  without  being  allowed  the  comfort  of  feeing  their 
wives  and  families  ? 
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He  exprefled  a  concern  at  the  ftatement  of  thofe  circum- 
'  fiances,  and  juftified  himfelf,  by  a  reference  to  the  very  illibe- 
ral manner  in  which  the  abolition  enthufiafts  had  brought  for- 
ward every  circumftance  that  could  implicate  the  W^ft  Indies  ; 
and  remarked,  that  obje&s  of  mifery  and  compaflion  are  much 
more  frequent  to  be  met  with  in  Europe  than  in  America,  I 
declare,  without  hefitation,  faid  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  upon  the  bed  grounds  of  perfonal  knowledge  and  infor- 
mation, that  there  are  more  wretchednefs  and  poverty  in  the 
parifli  of  St.  Giles,  in  which  I  live,  than  there  is  in  the  whole 
of  the  extenfive  colonies  that  now  are,  and  formerly  were,  un- 
der the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  ;  taking  them  from  Barba- 
does  to  Jamaica,  round  by  the  Floridas,  and  from  thence  to 
the  ifland  of  Newfoundland. 

Mr.  Bailey  hoped  the  Committee  would  excufe  him  for 
dwelling  fo  long  upon  this  part  of  his  argument  ;  and  requeft- 
ed  their  particular  attention  to  the  very  unhandfome  and  illibe- 
ral manner  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  took  the 
lead  in  this  bufinefs,  and  fome  of  his  friends,  had  treated  the 
characters  of  many  of  the  witneflfes  who  were  examined  before 
the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

I  am  very  far,  continued  he,  from  being  difpofed  to  make 
general  refle&ions  oh  any  body  or  fet  of  men,  in  the  manner 
that  has  been  adopted  by  thefe  honourable  gentlemen  ;  nor 
will  I  go  into  the  particulars  of  the  evidence,  taking  it  for 
granted,  that  the  unprejudiced  part  of  this  Houfe  will  confider 
the  individuals  that  have  been  brought  forward  on  the  part  of 
the  African  merchants,  to  be  full  as  refpe&able,  as  unbiafled, 
and  as  independent  in  their  characters  and  fituations,  as  thofe 
who  have  appeared  on  the  other  fide.  As  to  what 'regards  that 
part  of  the  evidence  which  applies  to  the  Weft  Indies,  I  am 
of  a  very  different  opinion  indeed ;  I  admit,  Sir,  that  there 
were  produced  by  our  opponents,  fome  perfons,  to  whofe  tefti- 
mony  a  certain  portion  of  credit  ought  to  be  given  ;  but  they 
were  few  in  number,  and  therefore  I  will  venture  to  fay#  that 
their  general  body  of  witnefles'  was  compofed  of  ill-informed, 
ignorant,  and  low  men  ;  many  of  them  picked  up  intheftreets 
of  Liverpool  and  Briftol,  where  they  were  ftarving  for  want  of 
bread,  having  neither  ability  nor  reputation  to  get  into  any 
employment  j  and  hired  by  the  emiffaries  and  agents  of  the 
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Society  in  the  Old  Jewry,  for  the  very  purpofe  of  giving  fuch 
teftimony  as  would  miflead  the  minds  of  the  Public,  who  had 
already  been  wrought  up  to  an  extraordinary  ftate  of  belief,  by 
the  publication  of  the  mod  incredible  chain  of  incidents  that 
ever  appeared  in  print. 

Have  we  never  heard,  Sir,  of  the  names  of  Rodney,  Bar- 
rington,  Hotham,  Macartney,  Vaughan,  or  Campbell,  and 
the  many  other  great  and  refpe&able  characters,  who  were  ex- 
amined before  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
gave  ample  teftimony  to  the  comfortable  Situation  of  the  ne- 
groes in  the  Weft  Indies  ? 

Is  the  evidence  of  thofe  gentlemen  (to  make  ufe  of  the  phrafe 
of  an  honourable  Member  of  this  Houfe)  to  be  let  at  nought  ? 
Or  rather,  are  we  not  to  give  full  credit  and  belief  to  the  words 
of  men,  to  whom  their  country,  in  a  great  meafure,  owes  the 
importance  and  weight  fhe  at  prefent  pofleffes  among  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  ? 

For  my  part,  Sir,  I  was  filled  with  indignation  at  the  very 
idea  of  drawing  the  opinions  of  fuch  illuftrious  characters  into 
comparison  with  the  evidence  of  thofe  on  the  oppofite  fide, 
upon  the  difcuflion  of  the  Subject  laft  year  ;  and  I  lamented  ex- 
ceedingly, that  I  was  not  then  in  a  Situation  to  give  my  Senti- 
ments upon  it. 

He  then  proceeded  to  ftate  the  value  and  importance  of  the 
Weft  Indian  and  African  trades  to  Great  Britain.         * 

It  is  not  my  intention,  faid  he,  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Committee,  with  an  account  of  the  revenue  arifing  to  Govern- 
ment from  the  importation  of  the  product  of  our  Weft-India 
iflands ;  as  probably  I  may  be  told  by  fome  of  the  politicians  of 
the  prefent  day,  that  a  Similar  importation  from  Oftend  or  Ha- 
vre, would  in  that  refpedl  be  attended  with  the  Same  advan- 
tages to  Great  Efritain.  I  will  therefore,  Sir,  confine  myfelf, 
to  our  trade  and  navigation  to  the  colonies  and  to  Africa  i  and 
will  be  glad  to  afk  fuch  gentlemen  as  are  pleafed  to  pay  proper 
attention  to  the  Subjefl,  if  the  exportation  to,  and  the  importa- 
tion from,  the  Britiflx  Weft-India  iflands  and  Africa,  to  the 
amount  in  the  whole  of  ten  million  fterling  annually,  the.giving 
employment  to  309,000  tons  of  (hipping,  and  about  25,000 
feamen,  are  not  objefts  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  Great  Bri- 
tain ?    The  gentlemen  who  had  a&ed  fo  very  hoftile  a  part,  to 
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theintereftof  the  colonics,  may  now,  as  on  a  former  occafion, 
confider  thefe  objedls  greatly  over-rated  ;  but  as  I  deal  in  mat- 
ters of  faft,  and  in  fafts  only,  I  will  be  bound  to  make  what  I 
advance  appear  well-founded,  and  to  the  entire  fatisfadion  of 
this  Houfe,  when,  and  in  whatever  mode  they  are  pleafed  to 
order  me. 

Having  mentioned  in  a  concife,  but  accurate  manner,  the 
value  and  importance  of  our  Weft-Indian  and  African  trade, 
he  pointed  out  fome  of  the  authorities,  upon  which  our  claims 
are  founded  ;  of  the  dependence  of  the  colonies  upon  the  Af- 
rican trade,  and  of  the  injuftice  and  impolicy  of  the  prefent 
queftion. 

However  much,  faid  he,  it  may  be  the  fafhion  of  the  prefent 
times,  to  prefer  the  opinions  of  retired  and  fpeculative  philofo- 
phers  to  the  wife  colonial  fyftem  that  has  been  eftablifhed  by  our 
forefathers,  and  by  which  this  Country  and  the  colonies  have 
thriven;  yet  he  was  convinced,  that  the  prefent  Parliament  was 
too  much  awake  to  the  true  interefts  of  Great  Britain,  not  to 
pay  proper  attention  to  the  encouragement  and  prote&ion  that 
have  been  given  to  the  Weft- India  colonies,  and  to  the  African 
trade,  fince  their  firft  eftablilhment. 

As  it  would  take  up  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe  to  go 
fuHy  into  the  authorities,  he  meant  to  confine  himfelf  to  a  very 
few;  being  unaccuftomed  to  fpeak  in  public,  would  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  Committee  to  call  jn  the  aid  of  written  infor-  s 
mation,  and  to  requcft  of  the  clerk  to  read  occafionally  fuch 
parts  of  the  feveral  afts  and  refolutions  as  apply  mod  immedi-  ' 
ately  to  the  fubjefl  of  debate. 

The  a£ts  and  declarations  of  the  Britifh  Legiflature,  mod 
material  to  this  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  may  be  clafled  under 
thefe  different  heads,  viz. 

I  ft,  Such  as  declare  the  faid  colonies,  and  the  trade  thereof, 
advantageous  to  Great  Britain,  and  therefore  entitled  to  her 
prote&ion  and  encouragement. 

'2dly,  Such  as  authorize,  prote&,  and  encourage,  the  trade 
to  Africa,  as  advantageous  in  itfelf,  and  neceffary  to  the  wel- 
fare and  exiftence  of  the  faid  fugar  colonies. 

3dly,  Such  as  promote  and  fecure  loans  of  money  to  the  pro* 
prietors  at  the  faid  colonies,  either  from  Britifh  fubje&s,  or 
from  foreigners. 
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The  feveral  a&s  are  as  follow,  viz. 
In  the  firftclafs, 

15  Car.  II.  cap.  7.  22  and  23  Car.  II.  cap.  26.  7  &  8 
W.  III.  cap.  22.  9  &  10  W.  III.  cap.  23.  3  and  4  Ann,  6 
Ann.  cap.  30.  6  Geo.  II.  cap.  13.  12 Geo.  II.  cap.  30.  27 
Geo.  III.  cap.  27. 

In  the  fecbnd  clafs, 

1662  Cha.  II.  1672  cap.  2.  9  &  10  Will.  &  Mary,  cap. 
26.  5  Geo.  III.  cap.  44.  23  Geo.  III.  cap  65.  27  Geo. 
III.  cap.  27. 

In  the  third  clafs, 

5  Geo.  II.  cap.  7.  13  Geo.  III.  cap.  14.  14Geo.HL 
cap.  79. 

When  thefe  feveral  a£ts  of  Parliament  were  read,  Mr.  Bai- 
ley remarked,  that  if  any  dependence  were  to  be  placed  upon 
the  a&s  of  the  Britifti  Legiflature,  the  authorities  he  had  quoted 
muft  operate  upon  the  minds  of  the  unprejudiced  Members  of 
the  Houfe,  and  of  the  community  at  large,  in  fo  forcible  a 
manner,  as  to  afford  every  reafonable  hope  for  the  moft  perfeft 
fecurity  to  our  properties. 

They  appeared  to  him  unanfwerable,  and  even  to  preclude 
the  neceffity  of  ufing  any  farther  argument  upon  the  fubje&  ; 
but,  added  he,  as  we  have  experienced  a  want  of  candour  on 
the  part  of  our  opponents,  which  could  hardly  have  been  fuf- 
pe&ed,  I  muft  once  more  trefpafs  on  the  goodnefs  of  the  Com- 
mittee, by  requefting  their  attention  to  the  encouragement  and 
prote&ion  that  have  been  given  to  the  Weft-India  colonies, 
and  to  the  African  trade,  from  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  down 
to  the  prefent  times,  and  efpecially  during  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne. 

That  reign,  which  may  very  well  be  called  the  Auguftan  age 
of  Great  Britain,  was  diftinguilhed  by  the  appearance  of  the 
•  moft  enlightened  chara&ers  in  all  departments  that  ever  any 
country  produced ;  many  of  them  remarkable  for  their  piety 
and  learning,  and  whofe  writings  will  live  for  ages,  after  the 
wretched  produftions  of  the  miferable  fchifmatics  of  the  pre- 
fent day  are  buried  in  oblivion*  Yet,  Sir,  we  do  not  find,  in 
the  parliamentary  hiftory  of  thofe  days,  nor  in  any  other  wri- 
tings that  we  know  of,  the  lead  tendency  to  fuch  wild  and  de- 
finitive do&rines  as  the  prefent.    No,  Mr.  Chairman,   they 
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were  referred  for  this  age  of  novelty  and  'innovation  ;  and  for 
the  temper  and  difpofition  of  a  certain  defcription  of  people, 
which  are  amply  mariifefted  by  the  publications  of  the  moft  in- 
flammatory and  dangerous  tendency  with  which  our  daily  pa- 
pers are  crowded,  and  difgraced. 

I  am  perfectly  fatisfied,  that  the  queftion  before  this  honour- 
able Houfe  is  only  an  introduction  to  greater  evils. 

The  Weft  Indies  is  the  moft  vulnerable  part  of  our  domini- 
ons ;  and  being  at  a  diftance,  and  having  few  advocates  in  Par- 
liament, is  of  courfe  the  moft  likely  to  become  an  eafy  object 
of  prey  to  artful  and  defigning  men  ;  however,  Mr.  Chairman, 
our  brethren  in  thofe  iflands  being  the  fons  of  Britons,  and  their 
forefathers  having  carried  acrofs  the  Atlantic  Ocean  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  that  appertain  to  Britifh  fubjects,  you  may 
reft  perfectly  fatisfied,  that  they  will  not  tamely  fubmit  to  be 
robbed  of  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  them.  The  abolition  of 
the  African  flave  trade  will  be  an  abfolute  breach  of  the  compact 
that  ties  the  colonies  to  the  mother  country ;  and  being  found- 
ed on  injuftice,  and  contrary  to  the  fpirit  and  meaning  of  the 
laws  of  England,  will  meet  with  univerfal  refiftance. 

I  am  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  temper  and  difpo- 
fition of  the  inhabitants  of  our  Weft- India  iflands  ;  they  poffefs 
abilities,  having  in  general  received  the  belt  education  this 
country  affords,  and  having  a  lively  and  juft  fenfe  of  their  own 
rights  and  privileges. 

I  confider  it  my  duty,  as  a  moft  hearty  well-wifher  to  the 
true  interefts  of  this  country  and  its  colonies,  to  inform  this 
Houfe,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Great  Britain  to  pre- 
vent the  introduction  of  negroes  into  the  Britifh  Weft-India 
iflands. 

A  ferious  attention  to  the  feveral  acts  I  have  mentioned,  and 
to  the  many  other  authorities  with  which  our  books  are  filled, 
muft  fully  convince  every  unprejudiced  Member  of  this  Houfe, 
and  the  community  at  large,  that  the  laws  in  exiftence  have 
given  as  perfect  fecurity  to  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  His  Majef- 
ty's  fubjects  in  the  Weft-India  iflands,  as  they  do  to  his  Aib- 
jedts  in  Great  Britain ;  and  that  their  property  cannot  be  med- 
dled with  or  diminiflied,  in  any  lhape  whatever,  without  full 
and  ample  compenfation. 
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If  Great  Britain  is  in  a  fituation  to  purchafe  the  fee-fimple  of 
the  property  in  all  our  iflands,  I,  for  one,  have  no  objc&ion 
to  the  making  of  a  bargain  ;  but  how  is  the  value  to  be  cftimat- 
ed ;  Agreeably  to  the  principles  of  the  laws  of  England  and 
of  the  colonies,  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage  ;  for  I  can  aflure  the 
honourable  mover  of  this  qu  eft  ion,  that  we  are  not  at  all  in  a 
difpofition  to  have  that  material  point  afcertained  by  the  difcre- 
tionary  opinions  of  his  friends  in  the  Old  Jewry.  Mr.  Bailey 
then  alked,  whether  the  Houfe  was  not  in  pofleflion  of  full  and 
fatisfa&ory  information  of  every  circumftance  with  regard  to 
the  Weft-India  colonies  ?  Do  not  the  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privy  Council,  and  that  immenfe  body  of  evidence 
that  was  taken  before  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe,  and  which 
now  lie  on  the  table,  declare  moft  pofitively  that  our  prefent 
iftock  of  negroes  cannot  be  kept  up  without  an  importation 
from  Africa;  and  that  if  the  African  trade  is  abolilhed,  there 
is  an  end  of  every  fpecies  of  improvement  in  all  our  iflands  ? 

How,  then,  are  the  proprietors  of  lands  in  the  ceded  iflands, 
which  were  purchafed  of  Government,  under  fpecific  condi- 
tions of  fettlement,  to  be  indemnified  ?  And  what  is  to  be- 
come of  an  honourable  friend  of  mine,  now  a  Member  of  this 
Houfe,  and  fitting  near  me,  who,  with  another  gentleman  and 
myfelf,  purchafed  the  lands  that  were  granted  by  the  Crown  to 
General  Monckton  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  in  the  year 
1773  or  1774,  in  confequence  of  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  of  that  day  to  His  Majefty,  and  as  a  reward  for  that 
General's  military  fervices  ? 

The  American  war,  which  immediately  fucceededour  pur- 
chafe, prevented  our  making  any  progrefs  in  the  fale  of  thefe 
lands  until  the  year  1784.  Our  fales  then  commenced,  and 
went  on  very  brifkly  until  the  year  1788,  when  it  was  firft 
known  that  a  plan  was  in  agitation  for  abolilhing  the  African 
flave  trade.  Since  that  period  we  have  done  little  or  nothing, 
and  we  have  now  1500  acres  of  the  land  on  hand,  which  will 
be  of  no  value  whatever,  if  the  prefent  queftion  mould  be  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 

He  then  demanded,  whether  any  gentleman,  either  in  or  out 
of  Parliament,  could  pretend  to  fay,  that  the  colonifts  have  not 
a  juft  and  equitable  claim  upon  the  Government  of  this  coun- 
try for  full  and  ample  compenfation  i   But,  waving  for  a  mo- 
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ment  the  unfafhionable  do&rine  of  colonial  rights,  how,  he 
defired  to  know,  could  compenfation  be  made  to  the  many 
thoufand  manufacturers,  who  at  prefent  find  employment  i  IX 
providing  the  numberlefs  articles  that  are  daily  wanted  for  the 
ufe  and  confumption  of  the  Weft-India  iflands,  and  who  moft 
lboneror  later  experience  the  diftrefs  that  will  refult  from  the 
prefent  phrenzy,.  if  the  colonies  fhould  be  fuffered  to  go  to 
ittinr^ 

Is  there  a  (hoe,  is  there  a  flocking,  is  there  a  hat,  or  is  there 
a  yard  of  cloth  of  any  kind,  ufed  by  the  inhabitants  of  our 
iflands,  that  is  not  manufactured  in  Great  Britain  ?  Nay,  the 
very  implements  of  hufbandry,  theprovifions  and  luxuries  that 
are  neceflary  for  the  confumption  of  our  tables,  go  from  this 
country,  and  that  at  a  confiderable  expence  of  frefh  commif- 
fions  and  infurance,  every  (hilling  of  which  centers  in  Great 
Britain. 

Is  not  the  whole  furplus  revenues  of  our  eftates  fpent  here, 
and  are  not  our  children  educated  in  this  country,  andinftruft- 
cd  in  thofe  principles  of  affedtion  and  loyalty,  that  have  ever 
made  them  confider  Great  Britain  as  their  mother  country  ? — 
And  let  me  be  permitted  to  aflc  the  moft  inveterate  of  our  foes, 
if  we  ever  have,  by  any  act  of  fedition  or  rebellion,  forfeited 
in  the  fmalleft  degree  the  countenance  and  prote&ion  which, 
as  fons  of  Britain,  and  fubje&s  of  the  fame  good  and  gracious 
Sovereign,  we  are  moft  unqueftionably  entitled  to  ?  I  maintain 
that  we  have  not ;  and  therefore,  as  acolonift,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  Britifti  Weft-India  colonies,  I  demand  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  that  fupport  and  protection  which, 
upon  the  principles  of  good  policy  and  faith,  they  are  in  duty 
bound  to  afford  us,  in  commqn  with  the  reft  of  His  Majefty's 
loyal  fubjeCts. 

Mr.  Bailey  concluded  by  obferving,  that  there  was  ftill  one 
confideration  more  attending  the  queftion,  of  full  as  much  im- 
portance as  any  he  had  mentioned,  and  that  was,  the  fatal  ef- 
fects a  diminution  of  our  trade  would  have  upon  the  navi- 
gation of  Great  Britain.  He  then  demanded,  whether  it  did 
not  appear,  by  the  evidence  on  the  table,  that  the  Weft-India 
trade  is  confidered  a  moft  excellent  nurfery  for  feamen ;  and  in 
all  the  wars  we  have  of  late  been  engaged  in,  had  been  found 
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the   rnoft  aftivc  and  ufeful  body  of  men  in  His  Majefty's 
navy  ? 

For  his  own  part,  confidcring  the  navy  as  our  beft  and  mod 
natural  defence,  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  thought  thai  feamen 
Dught  to  be  made  by  all  poffible  means  ;  and,  upon  that  prin- 
ciple, contended,  that  the  trade  to  Africa  fhould  meet  with 
every  encouragement  this  country  can  give.  Indeed,  added  he, 
fo  great  an  enthufiaft  am  I  for  the  increafe  of  our  navigation 
and  feamen,  that  while  I  have  the  honour  of  being  a  Member 
of  this  Houfe,  I  never  will  give  my  confent  to  any  meafure 
that  can  poffibly  tend  to  lefTen  the  number  of  our  feamen  one 
man.  This  I  hold  to  be  found  conftitutional  dodlrine  ;  and 
thpfe  who  are  t>f  a  different  opinion,  1  will  ever  confider  as  ig- 
norant of  the  true  interefts  of  Great  Britain,  and  enemies  to 
its  welfare  and  profperity. 

Mr.  VAUGHAN  rofe  to  vindicate  the  Planters.     He  la- 
mented, that  in  the  difcuffion  bf  the  queftion  their  condudl  had 
been  involved  with  that  of  the  Traders  ;  particularly  as  this 
view  of  the  bufinefs  had  been  ufed  to  flop  the  fupplies  of  ne- 
groes from  Africa.     In  this  ftage,  he  apprehended,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  remove  any  prejudices  which  might  arife  refpedling 
his  teftimony,  as  he  was  connected  with  the  Weft  Indies  by 
birth,  profeflion,  and   private  fortune.     He  had  not  reforted 
to  merchandize  from  motives  of  neceflity,  but  from  thofe  of 
independence,  a  noble  Perfonage  having  offered  to  provide  for 
him  in  a  very  ample  manner.     At  an  early  period  of  life  he 
had  refilled  this  temptation,  and  refolved  to  improve  his  own 
fortune,  free  from  .the  operations  of  political  parties.     With 
regard  to  his  fentiments  of  freedom,  he  believed  every  perfon 
would  be  convinced,  that  he  had  certainly  imbibed  principles 
of  the  raoft  laudable  nature,  when  he  mentioned,  that  he  had 
been  the  pupil  of  Dr.  Prieftley,  and  had  alfo  fludied  with  Mrs. 
Barbauld's  father,     Thefe  were  ample  teflimonies  of  the  rec- 
titude of  his  condudl,  and  he  flattered  himfelf  that  every  gen- 
tleman would  thence  be  fully  perfuaded  of  his  fincerity. 

To  gratify  his  curiofity,  and  to  eftablilh  in  his  mind  the 
complete  truth,  he  had  vifited  Jamaica.  There  he  learnt,  firft, 
that  the  negroes  were  not  in  a  (late  to  embrace  perfeft  liberty ; 
fecondly,  that  their  civilization  would  be  attended  with  wants 

unavoidable  in  iimilar  circumflances  ;  and  that  thofe  who  had 
Vox.  XXXII.  Cc 
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embarked  their  fortunes  in  the  colonies,  might  be  inevitably 
ruined. 

What  had  entailed  upon  the  planters  fome  degree  of  oppro- 
brium, was  the  corre&ion  of  the  fpecies  of  negroes  called  Ma- 
roons. They  conftantly  refufed  to  work,  and  threw  the  labour 
upon  their  wives,  who  were  ruled  by  their  hufbands  in  the  molt 
defpotic  manner. 

As  he  had  undertaken  a  voyage  to  Jamaica  to  form  a  true 
judgement  of  the  fubjeft,  by  the  evidence  of  his  own  eyes,  he 
delivered  his  opinions  free  and  unbiafled,  He  fcorned  to  fa- 
crifice  the  feelings  of  his  heart  to  his  intereft  ;  whatever  alle- 
gations he  might  advance  were  purely  the  effe&s  of  convic- 
tion. 

The  emancipation  of  the  negroes,  to  which  this  motion,  he 
appiehended,  would  operate,  appeared  to  him  impolitic  and 
impra&icable.  Civilization  was  progreflive,  and  fhould  pre- 
cede the  grant  of  freedom.  It  qught,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be 
recolle&ed,  that  in  a  civilized  flare  the  mind  had  wants;  but, 
in  flavery,  the  body  alone  fufFered.  Eetween  the  tropics, 
white  people  could  not  be  employed,  the  excefllve  heat  of  the 
climate  rendering  their  fervices  ufelefs.  The  planters  were 
anxious  for  the  completion  of  their  work  ;  they  required  work- 
men, not  flaves.  Inftead  of  the  abolition  of  flavery,  he  moll 
earneftly  recommended  fchoals  for  teaching  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion, by  which  the  purpofes  of  fociety  would  be  better  anfwer- 
ed  than  the  indulgence  of  wild  theories,  which  had  already 
been  too  inimical  to  the  community  at  large.  The  whites,  he 
foon  faw,  could  not  replace  the  negroes  in  the  field ;  a  fadt 
which  the  Sierra  Leone  Company  had  lately  themfelves  ac- 
knowledged, in  oppofition  to  Mr.  Ramfay.  The  fituation, 
alfo,  of  the  negroes  was  better  than  he  could  have  fuppofed  ; 
for  cloaths  and  fuel  they  could  have  little  want  on  account  of 
the  climate  ;  they  had  a  houfe  and  land  gratis  ;  they  fuffered  no 
imprifonment  for  debt,  no  fear  of  not  being  able  to  fupport  a 
family  to  deter  them  from  marrying  ;  their  orphans  and  wi- 
dows were  fure  to  be  taken  care  of,  as  likewife  themfelves, 
when  old,  or  meeting  with  accidents ;  they  had  medicines, 
furgery,  midwifery,  and  attendance,  gratis ;  they  had  their 
private  property,  which  no  mafter  ever  took  from  them.  They 
were  perfectly  refigned,  -  at  the  time  he  was  abroad,  to  their  ' 
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fituation,  and  looked  for  nothing  beyond  it.  Negroes  formed 
the  labouring  poor  of  the  iflands  ;  and  with  refpedt  to  necefla- 
ries,  they  appeared  as  happy  as  any  other  poor,  and  had  as 
many  amufements  of  their  own  and  as  much  cheerfulnefs.  It 
was  cruel  to  fay,  as  Mr.  Ramfay  had  done,  that  they  had  only 
four  or  five  hours  to  themfelves  in  the  four  and  twenty,  for  this 
was  not  enough  for  deep,  much  lefs  for  their  night  rambles. 
To  prove  thefe  affertions,  lie  affirmed,  that  in  all  his  excur- 
fions  through  the  ifland,  he  had  not  feen  any  beggars ;  every 
perfon  was  employed,  and  the  negroes  had  the  difpofal  of  the 
money  which  they  could  acquire  in  their  leifure  hours. 

As  to  Africa,  there  fesmed  no  mode  at  that  time  of  prevent- 
ing her  fupplying  frefli  (laves ;  fo  that  he  did  not  conceive  how 
an  error  in  the  importation  could  be  corrected,  unlefs  by  a  change 
in  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  not  having  pofTeflion  of  an  Alexan-  . 
der's  fword  to  cut  the  Gordian  knot  by  force,  in  the  face  of 
ads  of  Parliament,  and  without  providing  indemnity  to  the 
concerned. 

Mr.  Vaughan  now  proceeded  to  notice  a  number  of  preju- 
dices refpeding  the  colonies:  firft,  that  it  was  nothing  but  cru- 
elty which  oceafioned  the  inequality  of  deaths  and  burials.— 
But  was  it  cruelty  that  oceafioned  this  inequality  in  the  great 
city  of  London?  Or  in  particular  clafles  of  people  in  all 
places,  fuch  as  domeftic  fervants,  foldiers,  &c.  ?  It  was  ow- 
ing to  celibacy,  or  difeafe,  according  to  the  cafe.  Among 
the  negroes,  it  was  owing  to  the  formerly  prevalent  plan  of 
having  more  males  than  females  imported,  and  to  the  diflblute- 
nefs  of  thofe  people,  as  well  afe  to  their  difeafes ;  particularly 
among  the  children  whofe  frequent  deaths  at  a  particular  date 
from  their  birth  and  their  doing  well  in  general,  if  they  furvived 
that  date.  Thence,  the  calamities  mentioned  could  not  be  owing 
to  cruelty.  ' 

He  remarked,  that  the  two  opinions  feemed  contradictory j 
that  the  negroes  were  wafting  from  cruelty,  and  yet  that  they 
increafed  fo  as  to  make  farther  importations  fuperfluous.  He 
then  paid  a  high  compliment  to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  noticed  one  of 
his  objections  on  the  fubjeel  of  colony  population. 

He  fpoke  alfo  of  a  difficulty  about  population,  even  in  thefe 

iflands,   which  nearly  kept  up  their  nurhbers  by  procreation  ; 

which  was,  that  the  failure  might  be  owing  to  the  increafc  on 

C  c  2 
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one  eftate  compenfating  for  lofles  upon  another.  Different 
cftatcs,  from  different  caufes,  were  more  healthy  than  others  j 
but  it  ihould  be  confidercd,  that  thefe  eftates  would  not  inter- 
change their  numbers.  Whereas  when  labourers  were  free- 
men, they  circulated  from  one  employer  to  another,  and  ap- 
peared wherever  they  were  wanted. 

In  fmall  eftates,.  or  fmall  iflands,  any  calamity  made  a  deep 
and  permanent  impreflion  on  the  population  -y  fuch  as  famine, 
plague,  fmall  pox,  or  war.  This  difafter  was  exemplified  in 
Indian  tribes ;  in  many  cafes  in  hiftory,  fome  of  which  cafes 
had  lately  operated  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

He  contended,  .that  all  chaftifement  with  refpect  to  negroes 
was  not  cruelty  ;  the  owners  of  flaves  generally  withdrew  them 
from  all  public  jufticc  ;  fo  that  criminals  who  would  be  pub- 
licly executed  elfewhere,  were  often  from  a  miftaken  huma- 
nity, kept  alive  by  their  mafters,  and  liable,  to  be  puhiflicd  re- 
peatedly from  repeating  their  faults. 

Diftributive  juftioe  occafioned  many  puniihments,  as  every 
flave  was*  to  be  protected  againft  every  other  (lave. 

The  care  of  the  negroes  themfelves,  as  to  their  health,  .pro- 
vifions,  cloathiftg,  family*  and  the  like,  occafioned  other  pu- 
nifliments. 

All  circumftances  fliautd  be  diftinguifhed  from  puniihments^ 
to  enforce  labour,  or  thofe  arifing  from  cruelty. 

So  far  were  the  negroes  from  being  neglected,  v  that  infinite 
anxiety  occurred  with  many  owners  about  their  flaves  whom 
they  often  vifited  in  perfon  when  fick  ;  and  to  corroborate  thefe 
facts,  the  evidence  before  the  Houfe  had  dated  that  9L  fterl- 
ing  had  been  given  for  attending  a  difficult  cafe  in  midwifery. 
/ ,Many  difeafes  were  new  to  Europeans  in  the  iflands,  and 
Required  time  to  admit  of  a  plan  to  perfect  the  cure. 

Thus  a  diminution  of  the  number  of  negroes,  in  the  colonies* 
might  happen  without  cruelty. 

Circumftances  of  a  very  different  kind,  refpe&tng  the  colo- 
nies, required  fome  notice  to  prevent  mifconftruction*  The 
objections  which  fome  perfons  had  to  confuming  fugar,  when 
it  came  from  the  Weft  Indies,  were  liable,  for  example,  to 
.  produce  mifchief.  To  obviate  thefe  allegations,  he  affirmed* 
that  indigo  was  a  plant  which  had  no  offals,  and  was  gc-od  for 
neither  man  nor  beaft  \  fo  fugar  was  an  article  of  cultivation* 
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known  to  be  favourable  to  both  ;  and  as  the  planters  would  not 
confent  fo  keep  their  negroes  idle,  it  was  commendableto  allow 
*h«  negroes  to  be  employed  in  the  manner  raoft  beneficial  to  the 
Public. 

Another  objection  was,  that  the  crops  of  the  fugar  colonies 
were  fubjeft  to  many  casualties,  which  made  them  precarious 
objects  of  attention.  It  (hould,  however,  be  remembered,  that 
gentlemen  had  experienced  the  interpofition  of  farmers  betweea 
themfelves  and  the  Situations  of  their  crops ;  but  in  the  iflands, 
the  planters,  kept  in  general  immediate  poffeflion  of  theiV  own 
cftates,  and  therefore  felt  every  variation  of  the  crops. 

A  third  objeftion  was,  that  the.  colonifts  were  monopolifts, 
fold  fugar  dear,  and  obtained  great  profits.  The  colony  fyf- 
tern,  which  was  the  occafion  of  a  mutual  monolopy,  had  given 
advantages  to  fome  planters,  but  others  had  purchafed  from  the 
firft  comers  fo  as  to  have  bare  profits. 

On  the  whole,  he  had  feen  little,  if  any  of  the  cruelty  or  out- 
rage talked  of;  none  at  all  on  the  eftate  where  he  refided ;  and 
the  whip,  the  flocks,  and  confinement  alone,  were  in  ufe  in 
other  places.  Thumb-fcrews  and  other  inftruments  of  torture 
having  been  entirely  abolifhed. 

He  confefTed  that  there  was  room  for  much  amendment ;  he 
would  mention  what  occurred  to  him  on  this  head,  becaufe,  if 
proper,  his  hints  might  receive  the  fanction  of  Government. 
In  the  mean  time,  thofe  perfons  who  complained  of  the  colo- 
nics, might  do  much  fer vice  by  reforting  to  the  iflands,  and  by 
teaching  the  planters  how  to  take  care  of  their  eftates  and  jpre- 
ferve  their  negroes,  for  which  purpofe  many  were  ready  to  fell 
their  properties  to  them  at  advantageous  bargains.  Thus  the 
philanthropy  of  the  age  might  be  indulged,  and  the  prefeflf 
proprietors  might  receive  fome  compensation  for  their  pro- 

perty:  ' 

Miflionaries,  fome  of  the  itinerant  Clergy  for  example,  pre- 
fent  at  the  debate,  might  be  of  the  utmoft  utility  in  the  iflands. 
The  Catholics  in  the  ceded  iflands,  and  the  Moravians  at  An- 
tigua, had  been  of  the  greateft  benefit ;  and  many  planters, 
spnd  feveral  ifland  legiflators,  had  recommended  the  expedient. 
Where  religion  was  orlce  inftilled,  there  would  be  lefs  punifh- 
inent  \  more  work  done,  and  better  done  ;   more  marriages, 
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moreiffue,  and  more  attachment  to  their  mafters  and  to  the  Go- 
vernment* 

Another  article  oftnuch  importance  was  to  inftitute  medical 
focieties.  Medical  men  had  often  much  enthufiafm,  more  than 
in  mod  other  profeilions,  and  certainly  more  than  in  the  church, 
the  law,  or  the  army.  Their  communications  would  contri- 
bute much  to  the  public  benefit.  They  had  many  new  difeafes 
to  encounter  where  they  had  no  ancient  pra&ice,  nor  the  know- 
ledge derived  from  neighbouring  countries  to  aflift  them.  The 
difeafes  of  negro  infants  were  particularly  worthy  of  their  at- 
tention, as  he  himfelf  knew  no  remedy  for. the  great  difeafe  by 
which  they  were  attacked. 

Talk  work  was  another  improvement ;  there  were  inconve- 
niences in  it  eafily  to  be  avoided,  fuch  as  having  too  muchfe- 
vejity  exercifed  upon  the  negrces  at  one  time,  and  permitting 
them  too  much  relaxation  at  another. 

Premiums  had  been  given  to  mothers  for  the  number  of  chil- 
dren reared,  but  fathers  had  hitherto  been  forgotten,  Tothefe 
premiums  might  be  added  honourary  diftin&ions  and  folid  ad- 
vantages, which  would,  cod  nothing  to  the  owners. 

Negro  evidence  fhould  be  allowed  to  be  given  in  Courts  cf 
JLaw,  with  an  option  to  the  Court  or  jury  to  accept  it  accord- 
ing to  the  cafe. 

Cruel  matters  might  be  punifhed  in  various  ways :  their  ne- 
groes fhould  be  taken  from  them,  and  put  into  trufl.  Every 
inftrument  of  punifhment  fhould  be  aboliflied,  excepting  the 
whip,  to  which  might  be  added  confinement.  A  limitation  of 
the  number  of  lafhes  appeared  to  be  neceflary,  which,  fhould  it 
prove  infufficient,  it  fhould  be  ordered  that  the  punifhment 
fhould  not  be  repeated  till  after  due  intervals. 

No  danger  could  occur  in  making  examples  of  white  perfons 
for  oppreflion  of  their  (laves.  Such  a  falutary  meafure  fhould 
be  immediately  adopted ;  the  public  expeft  it.  The  chara&er 
of  the  colonifls,  whofe  condu£t  is  exemplary,  are  prejudiced 
by  being  confounded  with,  thofe  of  the  moft  bafe  of  mankind. 
It  is  deteftable  to  think  how  far  the  principle  of  fheltering  the 
whites  may  proceed ;  in  fad,  they  ought  to  extend  no  farther 
than  deemed  neceflary  to  fecure  the  (lave  on  the  one  hand,  and 
his  protection  on  the  other.  Mr.  Locke,  indeed,  ,in  his  con- 
ftitution  of  Carolina,  faysj  that  the  authority  and  power  of  the 
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mafter  were  abfolute  ;  but  he  recommended  that  the  Have  (hould 
be  permitted  the  choice  of  his  religion,  and  the  liberty  of  attend- 
ing it. 

If  the  abolition  of  the  (lave  trade  were  to  pafs,  he  trailed 
their  attention  would  be  turned  to  indemnification.  Without 
going  farther  into  the  fubjeft  atprefent,  it  muft  be  recolleded, 
that  many  thoufand  acres  had  been  fold  in  the  ceded  iflands  for 
6  or  700,0001.  and  that  many  hundred  thoufand  acres  had  paid 
quitrents  in  Jamaica,  though  not  fully  cultivated. 

The  firft  indemnity  wanted,  was  that  of  labourers,  which  was 
an  indemnity  in  kind. 

If  free  labourers  could  be  found  in  Africa,  the  planters  would 
be  glad  of  them,  as  they  only  wanted  labour,  whether  paid  for 
daily  or  otheirwife :  they  did  not  want  (laves  to  tyrannize  over 
them.  Perhaps  it  was,  after,  all,  from  African  labourers, 
Have?,  or  freemen,  that  the  whole  parts  of  America  now  unfet- 
tled  would  at  laft  be  peopled- 

MrT  Vaughan  concluded  by  aiking,  whether  Mr.  ,Wilber- 
force  did  not  defign  to  fuffer  his  queftion  to  be  divided  i  namely, 
to  have  it  propofed  generally,  firft  for  the  abolition  without  any 
limitation,  and  then  leave  room  for  the  infertion  of  a  limited 
time,  if  voted  for  ? 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  explained  the  precife  meaning  of 
the  motion,  which  was  ftated  in  the  words  of  it. 

,  Mr.  H.  THORNTON  fpoke  decidedly  for  the  aboli- 
tion. He  faid,  he  fincerely  regretted  that  fome  mercantile 
men,  of  more  weight  and  ability  than  himfelf,  had  not  ri- 
fen  to  vindicate  {he  honour  of  commerce,  and  refcue  it  from 
the  difgraceful  imputation,  that  it  had,  or  could  have,  any 
thing  in  common  with  the  flavevtrade,  which  was  a  fcanda- 
lous  traffic  inhuman  jflelh.  As  no^other  perfon  of  com- 
mercial character  had  undertaken  this  tafk,  he  had  refolved 
to  take  it  upon  himfelf.  The  two  honourable  gen  lie  men 
who  had  oppofed  his  honourable  friend's  motion,  had  both 
travelled  to  the  Weft  Indies;  but  they  had  not  vifited, 
even  in  imagination,  the  coaft  of  Africa,  from  whence  thb 
wretched  flaves  were  brought ;  nor  had  they  thought  proper 
to  take  the  leaft  notice  of  the  enormities,  fo  ably  and  pathe- 
tically defcribed  by  his  honourable  friend,  which  difgraced 
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the  name  of  Engl ifh men  oti  that  coaft.  The  two  honour- 
able Members  agreed,  that  it  was  neceflary  to  the  planters 
to  find  men  to  work  their  eftates,  and  that,  if  they  could 
not  get  them  elfewhere,  they  muft  procure  them  from  Af- 
rica. This  fomewhat  refembled  the  advice  of  the  father  to 
his  fon, — "  Get  money  honeftly  if  you  can ;  hut  at  all 
"  events  get  money.**  For  it  meant  this  :— "  Workmen 
.  *'  we  wifh  to  procure  honeftly,  if  we  can  ;  but,  let  us 
"  get  them  what  way '  we  may,  we  muft  have  them  at  all 
"  events," 

He  would  not  allow  that  the  traffic  in  human  flefh  was  a 
trade;  he  could  view  it  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  crime; 
and  therefore  he  would  not  confent  to  any  regulation  of  it, 
for  he  would  not  fandion  a  crime  by  rendering  it  an  obje& 
of  regulation.  He  called  upon  all  thofe  to  whom  the  cha- 
ra&erof  a  Briti fh  merchant  was  dear,  to  come  forward,  and 
refcue  that  refpe£table  name  from  difgrace,  by  putting  an 
end  to  what  was  falfely  called  a  branch  of  trade,  but  which 
was,  in  reality,  nothing  more  than  a  fyftem  of  cruelty,  ba- 
karity,  rapine,  and  murder. 

In  addition  to  the  inftances  of  kidnapping  given  by  Mr.  ■ 
Wilberforce,  he  gave  fome  others  that  had  occurred  on  the 
coaft  near  the  new  fettlement  at  Sierra  Leone,  in  which  he 
was  concerned.  A  (hot  was  one  day  heard  ;  and,  on  in- 
quiry, it  was  found  to  be  a  kind  of  fue  dejoie  for  the  cap- 
ture of  an  unfortunate  man,  who  was  to  be  fold  as  a  flave, 
A  man  had  a&ually  fold  his  father,  who  was  a  rich  man; 
and  he  redeemed  himfelf  by  felling  to  the  Englifh  fome  of  his 
own  flaves  :  thus  was  nature  perverted  by  a  commerce  which 
we  had  introduced  among  the  Africans. 

Mr.  Thornton  read,  a  letter  from  KingNaimbarb,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sierra  Leone,  who  complained  that  three 
of  his  relations  had  been  kidnapped,  and  carried  off  to  the 
Weft  Indies  ;  where  they  were  at  that  moment  in  a  ftate  of 
flavery.  The  letter  was  as  follows  :  "  My  fuhjefls,  and 
u  the  fubjefls  of  other  Kings,  have  been  ftolen  away  by  the 
*'  inhabitants  of  all  nations  who  vifit  this  coaft.  Three  of 
"  my  own  relations  have  been  ta'ken  away  by  Captain  Coxc> 
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4i  and  fold  for  flaves ;  fof  what  reafon  I  know  not.  I  never 
€C  molefted  the  property  or  perfon  of  others.  I  love  the 
€<  natives  of  Great  Britain ;  I  have  borne  many  infults 
u  from  them,  which  haveoccafioned  me  to  he  filent  fo  long;  . 
€i  whether  I  fliall  fee  my  relations  again  I  know  not,  but 
**  thofe  who  took  them  will  be  called  to  account  for  their 
u  actions  one  day  or  another."  Mr.  Thornton  faid  fueh 
was  the  dreadful  ftate  of  the  country,  that  neither  Kings  nor 
people  werefafe;  and  that,  in  fact,  the  greateft  hinderance 
they  had  found  to  the  eftablifliment  of  the  Sierra  Leone 
colony,  was  owing  to  the  general  dread  and  fear  which  the 
natives  had  to  refide  near  the  coaft;  and  that  a  principal 
hope  in  eftablifhing  that  colony,  and  introducing  induftry 
and  cultivation  into  Africa,  depended  upon  the  motion  be- 
fore the  Houfe — the  abolition  of  that  trade. 

Mr.  Thornton  infifted,  that,  as  the  trading  in  flaves  was 
againft  every  principle  of  ju  ft  ice,  we  ought  to  renounce  it  at 
once,  and  not  fuffer  any  miferable  idea  of  policy  to  prevail, 
in  making  us  retain  what  it  was  impoflible  for  us  to  defend. 
He  faid,  the  coaft  near  the  new  fettlement  at  Sierra  Leone, 
had  once  been  populous,  and  highly  cultivated ;  but,  incon- 
fequence  of  the  appearance  of  our  flave  mips  there,  it  was 
now  almoft  a  defert. 

He  maintained,  that,  by  cultivating  a  good  underftand- 
ing  with  the  people  of  the  country,  by  encouraging  them 
to  cultivate  the  earth,  and  fliewing  a  facred  regard  for  pro- 
perty, we  might  open  a  thoufand  channels  of  commerce 
with  them,  which  might  be  carried  on  on  both  fides  without 
occafioning  a  pang  to  the  feeling  bofom,  or  bringing  a  tear 
into  the  eye  of  humanity.  The  number  of  forts  which  wq 
poffefled  along  the  coaft,  with  diftricts  round  each  of  them, 
afforded  us  better  means  than  any  other  European  nation 
poffefled,  of  giving  the  natives  a  tafte  for  agriculture,  and 
the  true  objects  of  commerce.  He  was  of  opinion,  then, 
that  we  ought  to  avail  ourfelves  of  this  circumftance,  and 
renounce  immediately  the  infamous  flave  trade,  which  was 
a  reproach  to  us  both  as  Chriftians  and  men. 
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He  adverted  to  the  petitions  before  the.  Houfr,  which  he 
maintained  (hewed  the  fenfe  of  the  Public,  with  regard  to 
the  general  injuftice  of  the  trade;  and  that  it  was  derogatory 
to  the  character  and  dignity  of  the  nation,  to  fuffer  it  to  be. 
carried  on.  He  thought  that,  while  the  enemies  of  our  in- 
valuable constitution  were  endeavouring  to  fow  the  feeds  of 
difcontent,  it  would  be  highly  incumbent  for  that  Houfe 
to  evince  to  the  Public,  that  they  were  not  the  laft  to  feel 
thefe  public  fentiments  of  juftice,  and  that  they  fhould  ra- 
ther anticipate  the  public  fentiments  on  every  great  point. 
He  hoped,  notwithstanding  the  variety  of  opinions  which 
prevailed,  that  there  would  be  this  night  an  unanimous  de- 
cision for  the  queftion,  and  thereby  Ihew  that  high  fenfe  of 
juftice  and  humanity,  for  which  this  country  had  always 
flood  pre-eminent. 

Colonel  TARLETON  declared,  that  notwithstanding  all 
the  violence  with  which  this  motion  was  Supported  laft  year, 
notwithftending  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  the  junto  fince 
.that  period,  which  were  fully  evinced  by  the  pile  of  petitions 
that' had  been  placed  upon  the  table,  he  fhould  not  fhrink 
from  the  queftion,  but  proceed  to  argue  againft  a  fpeculation 
which,  if  carried  into  effeft,  mult  eventually  prove  deftruc- 
tive  to  the  interefts  of  this  country  $  being  firmly  convinced 
that  humanity,  to  become  laudable,  fhould  be  tempered  with 
juftice. 

The  Colonel  then  proceeded  to  obferve,  that  he  did  not  con-* 
fider  it  neceflary,  after  the  thorough  investigation  which  this 
queftion  had  undergone,  and  the  adjudication  it  received  from  a 
refpe&able  majority  laft  year,  again  to  enter  into  all  the  minu- 
tiae, which  are  neceffarily  implicated  in  fo  important  a  debate, 
and  which  have  been  already  fo  amply  difcufled ;  but  (hould 
content  himfelf  with  touching  upon  the  different  prominent 
features,  and  never  lofe  fight  of  that  philanthropy  which  the 
abolitionifts  fallacioufly  efteem  to  be  their  vantage  ground  on 
this  occafion.  As  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  a  great  and 
flourifhing  oommercial  town,  as  a  friend  to  the  rights  and  pro- 
perties of  many  thoufand  of  manufacturers,  merchants,  and 
planters,  and  an  advocate  likewife  for  humanity,  good  polxy, 
and  juftice,  he  would  proceed  briefly  and  clearly  to  ftate  thofe 
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arguments  which  occurred  to  him  againft  the  abolition  of  the  Af- 
rican trade. 

I  (hall  not  now,  obferved  the  Colonel,  notice  the  origin  of 
the  trade ;  the  fan&ion  it  has  received  from  Parliament,  the 
ftate  of  ignorance  in  which  the  natives  of  Africa  are  involved ; 
the  horrid  defpotifm  which  pervades  it,  in  confequence  of  that 
barbarifm  ;  or  compare  the  wild  government  of  the  Weft  In- 
dies with  the  favage  tyranny  of  the  Kings  and  Princes  of  Af- 
rica f  but  endeavour  to  point  out  the  impolicy  and  irhpoffibility 
of  aboliihing  the  African  trade. 

The  different  ftates  of  Europe  are,  and  have  been  for  ages 
paft,  folicitous  to  increafe  their  commerce,  their  colonies,  and 
their  flave  trade ;  and  by  experience  have  found,  that  the  pros- 
perity of  all  depended  upon  the  fuccefs  of  each. 

I  need  not  enumerate  the  Portuguefe,  the.  Danes,  the 
Dutch,  the  Spaniards,  and  the  French,  who  were  reported  in 
this  Houfe  to  have  been  on  the  ftart  to  outrace  us  in  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  flave  trade,  but  who,  by  authorities  which  I  have 
now  in  my  hand,  are  a&ually  foremoft  for  its  continuance  and 
extenfion.  It  is  apparent,  therefore,  as  I  had  the  honour,  on 
a  former  occafion,  to  remark  to  this  Houfe,  that  if  we  were 
difpofed  to  facrifice  our  African  trade,  other  nations  would  not 
enter  into  fo  ruinous  k  plan.  The  French,  for  inftance,  de- 
pend greatly  on  their  Weft- India  trade  as  a  fource  both  of  re# 
venue  and  navigation ;  (I  have  it  not  now  in  contemplation  to 
expatiate  on  the  fituation  of  St.  Domingo ;  to  that  I  (hall  pre- 
fently  advert)  will  they  fuffer  a  trade,  upon  which  their  whole  . 
commerce  turns,  to  languifh  ?  No  ;  they  would  thank  us  for 
our  miftaken  ideas  of  humanity,  and  they  would  profit  by  them, 
the  difadvantage  would  be  ours ;  the  advantage  would  be  theirs ; 
and  the  condition  of  the  African  would  be  exaftly  the  fame, 
whether  he  croffed  the  Atlantic  in  an  Englifli  or  any  other  Eu- 
ropean bottom ;  and  fhould  we  perfift  in  fo  wild  a  projeft  as 
abolition,  the  continent  will  foon  be  fupplied  with  Englifh 
houfes,  Englifh  (hips,  and  Englifli  capitals. 

Having  dated  the  prefent  fituationrof  Europe,  with  regard  to 
the  African  trade,  he  thought  it  did  not  require  much  penetra- 
tion or  judgement  to  deteft  and  expofe  the  fallacious  do&rkte 
of  thofe  fc&aries,   who  would  attempt  to  abolilh,  what  other 

nations  encourage  and  proteft.    A  portion  of  coowfroa  fenfc> 
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which,  in  general,  contributes  more  to  the  public  good  than 
•  fophiftry  or  enthufiafm,  and  which  frequently  difperfes  the 
mifts  which  eloquence,  prejudice,  and  fanaticifm,  endeavour 
to  raife,  to  cover  their  own  purpofes,  enables  the  majority  of 
this  Houfe,  and  of  this  country  to  declare,  that  an  abolition  on 
the  part  of  England  alone,  will  not  abolifh  the  trade  in  ge- 
neral. 

The  Colonel  then  remarked,  that  unlefs  a  place  of  congrefs 
fhould  be  appointed,  and  unlefs  all  the,  nations  of  Europe  ac- 
cede to  fuch  a  proportion,  and  enter  fully  into  the  project  of 
abolition,  we  only  create  difficulties  and  embarraiiments  for 
our  merchants  and  manufacturers,  without  effecting  any  other 
purpofe/  Nay,  perhaps  our  prefent  wild,  fanatical  manner  of 
conducting  this  fpeculation,  may  alienate  the  affections  of  our 
colonifts,  who,  through  a  deluge  of  blood,  may  work  out  for 
themfelves  another  independence^  or  may  throw  themfelves  into 
the  arms  of  thofe  confederated  dates,  whole  constitution  tells 
us,  that  they  have  a  facred  regard  for  public  faith,  and  private 
property. 

Though  I  fincerely  wifli,  faid  he,  for  the  honour  of  human 
nature,  that  an  eternal  veil  could  be  drawn  over  the  recent  hor- 
rible tranfactions  in  St.  Domingo,  I  cannot  help  noticing  fome 
circumftances,  becaufe  they  feem  to  originate  in  the  fame  prin- 
ciples and  practices  which  fome  people  in  this  country  have 
lately  adopted,  with  regard  to  the  Weft-India  iflands.  I  (hall 
not  attempt  to  defer i be  the  barbarities  and  horrors  of  thofe 
fcenes  which  have  been  difplayed  at  St.  Domingo,  a  bare  re- 
cital of  which  "would  make  an  impreffion  upon  the  hardeft  heart, 
and  moft  inacceffible  Underftanding,  without  the  afliftance  of 
pathetic  eloquence,  or  laboured  ingenuity.  I  (hall  therefore 
turn  the  attention  of  the  Committee  from  a  contemplation  of 
rapes,  of  conflagrations,  of  impaled  infants,  and  acts  of  par- 
ricide, and  endeavour  to  paint  concifely,  the  impolicy,  as 
well  as  danger,  of  our  now  purfuing  the  object  of  abolition. 

Partial  extracts  of  the  debates  of  this  Houfe,  and  the  garbled 
dftatements  of  evidence,  which  have  been  fo  induftrioufly  circu- 
lated, both  in  this  country  and  through  all  the  colonies,  have 
created  alarm  and  diftruft  throughout  every  ifland  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  All  the  letters  from  that  quarter  of  the  globe  fpeak 
rhoft  forcibly  of  the  mifchiefs  and  dangers  that  may  arife,  and 
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which  actually  threaten  the  white  inhabitants*  I  have,  within 
this  laft  week,  received  a  letter  from  a  refpe&able  officer  at 
Antigua,  defcribing  the  fickly  fituation  of  the  King's  troops, 
owing  to  tl>e  frequent  detachments  required  from  them,  in  or- 
der to  awe,  or  fupprefs  in  furred!:  ions  amongft  the  negroes 
throughout  the  different  iflands.  Government  has  been  made 
acquainted  with  thefe  circumftances,  and  the  perils  which  con- 
fequently  impended  ;  and  to  relieve  the  minds  of  the  colonifta, 
and  to  counteract  the  abfurd  vote  of  the  Minifter,  that  very 
Minifter  has  been  compelled  to  fend  a  reinforcement  of '  in- 
fantry, and  a  regiment  of  light  dragoons  ;  the  vote  of  this  night 
may  require  additional  troops,  and  if  this  chimerical  project  is 
to  be  revived  every  year,  the  army  of  England  may  be  fully  em- 
ployed in  the  Weft  Indies. 

On  the  fubject  of  the-petitions'which  have  been  lately  pre- 
fented,  1  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  though  I  entertain 
the  higheft  refpedt  and  veneration  for  the  petitions  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  I  cannot  yield  my  admiration  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  becaufe  I  think  that  their  fentiments  have  not  been 
'  fairly  collected.  The  form  and  language  of  the  petitions  bear 
too  ftrong  a  refemblance  to  each  other  ;  they  appear  to  be  the 
manufacture  of  the  fectaries  of  the  Old  Jewry  ;  and  the  figna- 
tures  do  not  ftamp  them,  in  my  mind,  with  any  additional 
credit  or  authority.  Unexpected  and  unfolicited  letters  have 
lately  poured  in  upon  me,  from  the  moft  refpectable,  individu- 
als, in  all  parts  of  England,  defcribing  the  various  artful  modes 
adopted,  for  obtaining  and  creating  fignatures ;  and  to  an  ho- 
nourable Member  now  in  my  eye,  I  am  indebted  for  an  ex- 
tenfive  correfpondence,  even  in  the  yemoteft  parts  of  Scot- 
land. 

In  fome  villages  and  towns,  mendicant  phyficians,  and  iti- 
nerant Clergymen,  have  exercifed  almoft  unexampled  zeal  and 
induftry,  and  difplayed  the  ingenuity  of  Scapin  to  extort  names 
from  the  fick,  the  indigent,  and  the  traveller :  in  others,  the 
grammar  fchools  have  received  ceremonious  viflts  from  the  in- 
defatigable emiflaries  of  the  abolitionifts  ;  and  the  boys  have 
been  indulged  with  the  glad  fome  tidings  of  a  holiday,  provided 
they  would  fign  their  own,  and  the  names  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  and  when,  on  examination,  the  inhabitants  could  not. 
furniih   fignatures  fufficiently  numerous,    they  have  been  de- 
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iired  to  eiftploy  their  imagination,  to  give  to  *'  airy  nothing  a 
•*  local  habitation  and  a  namei'\ 

The  Colonel  then  adverted  to  the  letters  in  his  poflfeflion,  to 
fupport  what  he  had  juft  advanced,  and,  among  them,  read  the 
following  extra£b; 

41  Warrington^  March,  179a. 
"Sir, 

"  Having  with  pleafure  frequently  obferved,  that  you  are 
"  the  Champion  for  the  trade  of  Liverpool,  I  beg  leave  to 
**  communicate  to  you  a  piece  of  intelligence  I  lately  pick'd 
"  up,  on  my  return  from  a  journey  to  Manchefter,  relative  to 
94  the  mode  purfued  by  the  partizans  for  the  abolition  of  the 
*>'  African  trade,  irt  order  to  procure  as  many  names  as  they 
"  can  to  their  petitions.  I  fell  in  company  with  a  very  re- 
**  fpedable  tradefman  of  Warrington,  who  told  me  he  had  a 
**  fon  juft  returned  from  fchool  at  Bolton  ;  where  a  petition  to 
"  Parliament  for  the  abolition  had  been  induftrioufly  handed 
44  about,  to  obtain  the  fignatures  of  all  ranks  of  people,  from 
4C  the  higheft  to  the  Ioweft  ;  and  that,  in  order  to  procure  all 
<c  the  names,  they  poflibly  could,  real  or  imaginary,  they 
€t  waited  on  the  fchool-boys  and  not  only  got  them  to  fign  their 
44  own  names,  but  alfo  as  many  more  names  of  their  neigh- 
44  hours  as  they  could  recoiled ;  fome  pf  the  arch  boys  (of  lefs 
*'  retentive  memories)  perceiving  that  thofe  boys  who  could 
"  recoiled  the  mqft  names  met  with  the  greateft  applaufe,  in 
*'  order  to  receive  a  proportionable  (hare  of  praife,  firft  figned  , 
"  their  own  names  with  others  they  did  recoiled  ;  after  that 
€C  they  invented  new  names,  and  put  them  down  alfo.  Any 
"  comments  I  could  make  on  fuch  petitions  being  confldered 
€e  as  the  fenfe  of  the  people  of  Bolton,  &c.  to  you  would  be 
*'  fuperfluous ;  I  only  give  you  the  fad,  which  I  coniider  as 
4€  my  duty,  as  a  well- wither  to  the  merchants  and  trade  of  Li- 
verpool, to  inform  you  of:  therefore  hope  you  will  pardon 
the  liberty  I  now  take.     I  am, 

4€  With  the  greateft  refped,  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  obedient,   - 

"  humble  fervant, 
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He  faid  he  had  the  original  letters  in  his  pqJTeffion,  but  did 
not  feel  authorized  to  publifli  the  names  of  the  writers. 

44  Che/ler,  March  30,  1732*1 
"  Honoured  Sir, 

€€  Knowing  there  was  a  petition  carried  on  here  for  theabo- 
44  lition  of  the  Have  trade,  figned  by  a  number  of  names,  a 
"  great  number  of  which,  I  thought,  was  very  improper  fhould 
u  be  fent  to  that  honourable  Houfe  of  which  you  are  a  Mem* 
"  ber,  as  it  was  chiefly  children  belonging  to  the  different 
''  fchools  in  this  city ;  amongft  the  reft,  it  was  brought  to  the 
''  fchool  of  which  I  am  a  fcholar,  and  was  figned  (by  defire  of 
"  my  mafter)  by  every  boy  in  the  fchool  that  could  write  him 
04  name,  my felf  excepted. 

44  Yours  relpeclfully, 

" p-" 

Relative  to  the  fignatures  of  the  boys,  the  Colonel  referred 
to  the  following  paflage  in  a  letter  from  Sheffield  : 

44  You  have  time  to  eftablifh  the  truth  of  it  by  enquiry,  be- 
££  fore  the  matter  is  difcufled,  pr  by  a  line  addrefled  to 

44  The  Rev.  Charles  Chadwick, 
"  Mafter  of  the  Grammar  fchool. 
"  Rev.  Matthew  Preston, 

"  Englilh  Grammar  fchool. 
44  John  Eadon,  Mafter  of  the  free  writ- 

44  ing  fchool. 
44  Or  mod  of  the  other  Writing  fchool* 

"  mailers  in  this  place." 

The  Colonel  qbferved,  that  he  would  not  tire  the  patience 
of  his  hearers  by  reading  letters  in  his  pofleffion,  written  by 

refpedable  individuals  refident  at  the  following  places  : 

Portfmouth,  Ipfwich,  St.  Andrew's,  Carlifle,  .  Dorchefter, 
Swanfea,  Culrofs,  Manchefter,  Edinburgh,  Hull,  Chefter^ 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

The  Magistrates  of  the  places,  continued  he,  whence  thefe 
extraordinary  petitions  have  originated,  have  feldom  been  ap- 
3>roached>   The  Town-halls  have  ftill  more  rarely  had  thefe 
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petitions  difplayed  in  them,  in  order  to  await  the  deliberation, 
the  decifion^  or  the  fignatures  of  the  grave,  refpeftable,  and 
informed  part  of  the  community.  No,  Sir  ;  parts  of  the 
flimfy  hearfay  evidence,  which  for  a  length  of  time  oppreffed 
and  difgraced  the  table  of  this  Houfe,  were  mutilated,*  diilorted, 
and  reduced  to  the  fize  of  pamphlets,  in  order  to  promote  their 
circulation  throughout  all  the  alehoufes  and  Excife-offices  in 
this  kingdom,  where  the  unwary  and  uninformed  were  tricked 
out  of  their  humanity,  by  inflammatory  extracts ;  and  from 
fuch  fources  moft  of  the  petitions,  which  I  had  almoft  faid 
difgraced  the  figners  and  the  receivers,  have  been  produced ! 
.  Great  God !  exclaimed  the  Colonel,  is  this  a  decent,  ho- 
nourable, or  decorous  manner  of  afcertaining,  or  mewing  to 
the  world  the  fentiments  of  the  people  of  this  country  ?  No, 
Sir  ;  it  is  equally  an  infult  and  a  mockery  upon  the  people' and 
Parliament  of  England. 

He  fhen  adverted  to  the  difference  of  the  evidence  brought 
before  the  Privy  Council  and  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
Houfe,  by  both  parties,  previous  to  the  difcuffion  of  laft  year. 
I  need  not,  faid  he,  ftigmatize  the  abolitionifts,  by  mention- 
ing the  names  of  the  generality  of  their  evidences  :  nor  need  I 
fay  any  thing  more  in  eulogy  of  the  principal  evidences  brought 
forward  by  the  merchants  and  planters,  than  merely  repeat 
the  names  of  Lord  Shuldham,  Admiral  Barrington,  Admiral 
Arbuthnot,  Admiral  Edwards,  Admiral  Hotham,  Commodore 
Gardner,  Lord  Macartney,  Lord  Rodney,  Sir  Ralph  Payne, 
Si?  J.  Bailing,  Sir  Archibald  Campbell,  Mr.  Baillie,  Mr. 
Hibbert,  and  a  long  lift  of  other  refpectable  characters. 

If  I  was  to  analyfe  the  bulk  of  the  evidence,  I  fhould  ex- 
hauft  the  patience  of  the  Committee,  in  contrafting  the  igno- 
rance, the  malice,  and  fanaticifm  offome,  with  the  veracity, 
the  ingenuoufnefs,  and  the  candour  of  others.  In  fhort,  I  * 
fhould  exhibit,  if  1  gave  a  true  picture,  a  variegated  view  of 
the  fair  and  foul  principles  which  dignify  and  debafe  the  hu- 
man mi  od.' 

The  Colonel  proceeded  to  reply  to  that  part  of  Mr.  Wilber- 
force's  fpeech  which  more  immediately  affected  the  merchants 
of  Liverpool  and  Briftol,  and  obferved,.  that  no  fmall  degree  of 
fatisfa&ion  refulted  to  his  mind  from  the  opportunity  the  ho- 
mourable  gentleman  had  afforded  him  of  juftifying  a  refpeftable' 
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fcody  of  his  conftituents.  He  has  been  pleafed,  faid'he,  to  en- 
large upon  the  loffes  fuftained  on  the  paflTage  from  Africa  td 
the  Weft  Indies.  Notwithstanding  his  calculations,  his  fa- 
brications, or  his  comments,  I  can  pledge  myfelf  to  this  Houfe : 
and  this  country,  in  afferting  and  maintaining,  that  the  ave- 
rage lofs  per  cent,  does  not  exceed  four  and  a  half,  fince  the 
regulations  were  impofed  on  the  flave  {hips.  And  if  we  advert 
to  the, voyages  of  the  King's  troops,  or  the  tranfportation  to 
Botany  Bay,  the  comparifon  is  highly  favourable  to  the  Afri- 
can trade. 

Another  afiertion  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  I  beg  leave 
like  wife  to  repel.  He  ftiil  chufes  to  enlarge  the  mortality 
amongft  the  feamen,  and  from  thence  draws  an  inference  pre- 
judicial to  the  town  of  Liverpool  and  city  of  Briftol.  ^  For  the 
forrrrcr  of  thofe  ports,  (and  we  may  fairly  conclude  that  the 
fame  trade  is  conducted  in  the  fame  manner  at  the  latter)  I 
muft  again  repeat  what  I  had  the  honour  to  deliver  to  the  Hdufe 
laft  year,  as  there  is.  no  event  has  fince  occurred  which  gives 
me  reafon  to  doubt  its  veracity : — u  The  Liverpool  African 
44  trade  is,  i«  proportion  to  the  number  of  hands  it  employs,  . 
"  the  mod  productive  nurfery  for  ftamen  that  belongs  to  the 
i4  commerce  oi  this  country.  For  admitting  for  a  moment  the 
"  exaggerated  calculations  which  have  gone  abroad,  of  the 
*<  mortality  of  the  feamen  employed  in  this  trade  ;  admitting 
**  that  642,  out  of  3170  perfons,  die  in  the  voyage  of  one 
"  year  ;  admitting  farther,  that  half  this  mortality  falls  upon 
€t  that  half  of  the  crew  which  is  compofed  of  feamen  and  offi- 
"  cers,  and  confequently  that  321  feamen  perifh  in  the  courfe 
€<  of  one  year's  voyage,  yet  as  1585  landfmen  from  the  fingle 
**  port  of  Liverpool  alone,  in  fpite  of  that  fabricated  morta- 
€i  lity,  contributes  annually,  by  means  of  this  trade,  an  aug- 
u  mentation  of  943  perfons  to  the  navyof  Great  Britain." 

I  fhall  not  trefpafs  on  the  patience  of  the  Cofhmittee,  far- 
ther  than  making  one  more  obfeivation  on  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's fpeech,  in  which  there  is  fo  little  novelty*  He  was 
pleafed  to  fay  that  white  people,  and  the  failors  in  particular, 
could  work  in  the  Weft  Indies.  In  anfwer  to  that  afiertion,  I 
(hall  refer  to  what  I  deem  good  authority — the  teftimony  of 
many  refpe&able  officers.  It  would  be  tirefome  to  enumerate 
the  names  of  all  the  officers  who  have  ferVed  in  that  part  of  thf 
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world;  for  they  generally  *  I  believe,  without  a  (ingle  excep- 
tion, maintain  the  truth  of  what  I  advance.  If  he  does  not 
like  naval  or  military  authorities,  I  will  indulge  the  honour- 
able gentleman  with  other  proofs  of  my  aflertion.  It  has  been 
found  by  experience,  that  the  natives  of  Europe  could  not  en- 
dure any  labour  under  the  intemperate  heats  of  the  Weft  In- 
dies. Frequent  attempts  have  been  made  to  cultivate  edates 
)vith  white  labourers.  In  this  experiment  the  French  art  faid 
to  have  loft  12,000  whites  in  the  year  1763.  The  Aflembly 
of  Jamaica  offered  great  encouragement,  in  the  year  1749*  to 
induce  white  families  to  fettle  in  that  if] and,  but  of  the  few 
that  went,  in  ten  years  there  were  no  remains. 

With  refpeft  to  the  value  of  the  African  and  Well-India 
trade  to  this  country,  examined  cither  feparately  or  conne&ive- 
ly ,  no.  perfon  has  yet  prefumed  to  doubt  the  benefits  derived 
from  them.  The  manufacturers  and  merchants  of  this  coun- 
try find  their  intereft  materially  allied  to  the  exiftence  of  the 
former  ;  and  though  the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  this 
qucftion  on  a  former  day,  was  pleafed  to  ftyle  the  African 
trade  "  a  lottery  at  Liverpool,"  it  has  been  found  by  experience 
to  be  generally  a  profitable  concern,  and  that  the  morals  and 
fortunes  of  the  individuals  who  enter  into  it,  are  not  fo  much 
debafed  and  ruined  as  thofe  of  many  of  their  neighbours,  by 
their  connections  with  the  ftate  lottery  of  this  country. 

He  then  took  a  very  general  view  of  the  confequences  which 
mud  neceflarily  refult  from  the  honourable  gentleman's  pro- 
pofition,  if  carried ;  and  dated,  that  by  an  abolition,  feveral 
hundred  (hips,  feven  thoufand  failors,  and  fome  millions  of 
induftrious  mechanics,  would  lofe  their  employment,  and  be 
rendered  worfe  than  ufelefs  ;  for  a  fudden  chafm  of  this  fort 
would  undoubtedly  be  productive  of  the  mod  dangerous  confe- 
quences to  fociety. 

A  yearly  deficit  of  fix  millions,  which  is.  the  lowed  ave- 
rage, admitted  by  all  fides  of  the  Houfe,  and  which  would 
fall  on  the  manufacturers,  (hip-builders,  and  a  large  body  of 
the  working  people,  would  be  fenfibly  felt  in  this  country, 
though  her  induftry  and  commerce  flourilhed  almoft  beyond 
calculation.  And  if  we  add  to  this  defalcation  of  our  com- 
merce and  revenue,  the  lofs  of  our  colonies,  which  are  eftU 
mated  at  feventy  millions,  which,  from  the  bed  authorities, 
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arc  totally  dependent  on  the  African  trade,   what  new  difco-     / 
very  or  contrivance  is  to  remedy  an  evil  which  would  palfy  the 
very  exifterice  of  the  national  profperity  ? 

The  oppofition  to  the  queftion  now  before  the  Houfe  (con- 
tinued the  Colonel)  is  fo  conne&ed  with  the  well-being  and 
good  government  of  this  country,  that  if  I  was  an  enemy  to 
the  conftitution  of  England,  which  has  been  the  work  of  ages, 
and  which,  though  a  good,  all  mud  acknowledge  to  be  a 
very  complicated,  machine,  I  would  vote  for  the  abolition  of 
the  African  trade.  It  certainly  will  be  allowed,  that  a  go- 
vernment, conftituted  like  the  one  we  now  enjoy,  is  a  new 
work  in  the  annals  of  mankind.  The  great  extent  of  com- 
merce and  credit,  and  the  ftupendous  national  debt,  which  ~ 
overfhadows  the  revenue  of  Great  Britain,  are  circumftances 
to  which  we  can  find  no  parallel  in  hiftory.  Through  the 
medium  of  fcience,  and  the  extenfion  of  labour  and  manu- 
factured, we  are  enabled  to  penetrate )  into  every  country,  to 
become  the  merchants-of  every  ftate,  and  the  citizens  of  every 
clime. 

To  our  commercial  fuccefs,  therefore,  we  may  fairly  au 
tribute  the  great  incrcafe  of  power,  wealth,  and  confequence ; 
and  our  public  and  national  debt  has  unfortunately,  whether 
from  error  in  Government,  or  not,  I  will  not  pretend  to  de- 
cide, kept  pace  with  that  power,  that  wealth,  and  that  con- 
fequence.  If,  therefore,  we  attempt  to  circumfcribe  the 
means  which  have  enabled  us  to  arrive  at  the  fummit  of 
commercial  profperity,  (hall  we  not  endanger  our  conftitu- 
tion by  raflily  drying  up  the  fources  which  fwelled  the  tide, 
and  gave  rapidity  to  the  current  of  our  commercial  importance 
and  national  revenue  ? 

I  need  not  enter  into  a  minute-defcription  of  the  African 
trade,  or  the  origin  of  the  national  debt.  If  either  were  to 
commence  it  novo>  there  would  not  be  found  in  this  Houfe, 
or  in  this  country,  a  more  ftrenuous  oppofer  of  fuch  fpecula- 
jtions;  but  circuraftanced  as  we  now  are,  it  is  the  intereftand 
duty  of  every  good  citizen,  not  to  opprefs  the  main  fpring  of 
Government,  but  to  facilitate,  and  regulate  its  movements 
with  care  and  circumfpe&ion.  But  if  we  violate  the  fen&ion 
of  Parliarnent>  and  touch  the  vitals  of  our  commerce,  with  a 
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rough  and  injudicious  hand,  wc  endanger  the  exiftence  of  our 
prefent  conftitution.  By  the  moderate  and  prudent  interfe- 
rence of  this  Houfe,  the  African  trade,  if  mal-pradices  exift 
in  it,  rnay  be  meliorated ;  by  timely  reformation  we  may  cor- 
rect the  abufes  in  Government,  increafe  the  general  profpe- 
rity  of  this  country,  and  reftore  and  invigorate  the  powers  of 
the  Legiflature.  But  if*  with  an  imprudent  temerity,  we 
daringly  ftrike  at  the  root  of  our  commerce,  we  undermine 
our  prefent  advantages,  deftroy  our  future  expectations,  and 
the  reprefentatiyes  of  the  people  will  be  guilty  of  fuicide 
upon  the  laws,  the  profperity,  and  the  conftitution  of  Eng- 
land. 

Mr.  MONTAGU  began  with  bringing  to  the  recolle&ion 
of  the  Houfe,  that  on  a  former  oCcafion,  when  his  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  had  introduced  amotion  for  the  abo- 
lition of  the  flave  trade,  he  had  abftained  from  troubling  the 
Houfe  with  any  argument.  For,  however  anxious  he  might 
toe  to  teftify  his  opinion,  and  to  prove  that  he  had  formed  a 
judgement  not  more  firm,  than  candid  and  deliberate,  on  the 
fubjeft,  yet  knowing,  that  from  the  ardor  with  which  he  had 
entered  On  the  purfuit,  and  from  the  many  hours  he  had  been 
induced  to  fpend  upon  it,  he  might  be  fufpe&ed  of  an  intempe- 
rate zeal,  and  of  fomewhat  of  the  feelings  of  a  party,  he  had 
been  willing  to  yield  his  ftation  in  the  conteft  to  thofe  who 
might  be  fuppofed  to  come  with  cooler  imaginations,  and  had 
tied  himfelf  down  in  the  fituation  of  a  fpeftator  to  an  attentive 
confideration  of  the  arguments  adduced  on  each  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion/  It  was  in  this  pofition  that,,  diverting  himfelf,  as  far  as 
he  could,  of  all  he  had  thought  before  upon  the  fubjecr.,  and 
giving  a  candid  entertainment  to  the  objections  of  the  adver- 
fary,  he  had  been  more  than  ever  confirmed  in  the  foundnefs 
of  his  principles,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  policy,  as  well  as 
jufticc,  of  the  abolition.  It  was  now  then  no  longer  in  his 
power,  confiftent  with  the  duties  he  owed  to  his  country,  to 
juftice',  and  to  humanity,  to  refrain  from  uttering  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  his  unalterable  fentiments  upon  the  fubjecT: ;  <and 
he  entreated  the  Houfe  to  believe,  that  it  was.  in  difcharge  of 
that  duty  he  addrefled  them,  and  not  from  any  impertinent  de- 
fire  of  obtruding  himfelf  oa  their  notice.  But  before  he-entered 
on  .the  ^argument,  he  wifhed  to  obviate  a  oi-ejudice  that  was. 
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entertained  againft  the  friends  of  an  abolition  of  the  flattf  trade, 
who  are  accufed  of  proceeding  in  a  rafh  and  precipitate  man- 
ner to  their  conclufion,  upon  abftract  and  impracticable  grounds, 
and  of  infifting  on  an  abfurd  extreme  by  abolition,  .while  they 
reject  a  wife,  temperate,  and  practicable  medium  by  regulation. 
To  do  away  this  prejudice,    he  was  dcfirous  of  offering  fomc 
preliminaries  to  the  adverfary,  which  might  ferve  as  a  juft  point 
of  reference  between  them.     All  he  (hould  require  on  their 
part  would  be  to  concede,  that  in  the  flave  trade  there  ex  ids  a 
great  evil,  which  muft  of  neceflity  be  remedied,    and  that  tha 
means  of  remedy  ought  to  be  fuch,  as  would  be  effectual  to  the 
object,  and  not  an  idle  mockery  and  delufion. .   In  return  for 
this  conceflion,  he  was  ready  to  admit,   that  inafmuch  as  it  is 
the  duty  of  legiflators  to  remedy  exifting  evils,  and  thofe  evils 
particularly  of  the  moft  extenfive  and  pernicious  influence,  it 
is  no  lefs  their  duty  to  apply  that  remedy  in  the  leaft  hazardous 
manner  the  nature  of  the  evil  will  admit ;    and  to  feel  them- 
felves  refponfible,  that  the  hand  of  the  phyfician  fhould  be  the 
hand  of  a  friend,  and  not  the  raih  interference  of  an  empiric. 
He  hoped  that  Houfe  would  feel,    that  while  he  offered  thefe 
principles  as  a  ftandard  by  which  to  meafure  all  he  had  to  fay 
on  the  fubject,  he  was  defirous  jq  eftablifti  a  fair  and  impartial 
criterion  between  the  two  parties.     With  the  impreffion  of  the 
latter  ftrong  upon  his  mind,    he  (hould  proceed  to  argue  the 
queftion,  and  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  the    reafons  which  con- 
vinced his  rnindy  that  no  regulation,  fhort  of  an  abolition  of 
the  trade,  would  be  effectual ;    and  that  a  regulation  by  any  of 
thofe  means  which  alone  could  be  thought  likely  to  have  any 
effect,  would  prove  infinitely  more  dangerous  to  the  fecurity  of 
the  planters,  both  in  their  perfons  and  property,  than  the  abo- 
lition.    He  fliould  not  make  any  effort  to  prove,  that  the  ap- 
plication of  any  regulations  to  the  original  grievance  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa  was  impoffible,  becaufe  the  truth  there  appeared 
fo  obvious,  that  he  might  almoft  take  it  as  a  conceffion  of  the 
opponents.     For  how  was  it  poflible  to  afcertain  the  juftice  of 
the  captivity  of  each  individual  whom   we   forced  away  into 
bondage  ?     Could  we  eftablifti  tribunals  all  along  the  coaft,  and 
in  every  (hip  to  inquire  into  the  offences  committed  by  each 
flave,  and  into  the  legality  of  the  punifhment  ?    What  judges 
could  we  find  for  fuch  an  office  ?  But  admitting,  for  the  .argil- 
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itient  fate,  that  we  could  invent  fuch  a  tribunal,  as  might  af- 
certain  the  right  of  the  feller  to  the  perfons  of  thofe  who  were 
enflaved  on  the  coaft,  what  expedient  could  we  imagine  to  bring 
evidence  of  the  juftice  of  the  captivity,   of  by  far  the  greater 
number,  who  were  brought  from  great  diftances  inland.?  The 
impoffibility  of  fuch  regulations  was  fo  clear,  that  he  (hould  not 
wafte  time  in  proving  it.     But  before  he  patted  to  another  part 
of  the  fubje£t,  he  wilhed  the  Houfe  to  paufe,   and  recolle&, 
that  if  it  were  indeed  impoffible  to  do  away  the  evil  of  this  part 
of  the  trade,  how  ftrong,   how  evident,  how  invincible  ought 
to  be  the  neceffity  to  be  pleaded  for  the  Continuance  of  what  is 
irremediably  unjuft  in  its  foundatibn !    Mr.  Montagu  faid,  he 
fhould  not  dwell  much  upon  the  proof  9f  the  inefficacy  of  regu- 
lations as  to  the  Middle  Paflage.   .  His  honourable  friend  had 
(hewn,  that  however  the  mortality  might  be  abated  on  mod  of 
the  (hips,  by  the  regulations  of  Sir  William  Dolben's  bill,  yet 
wherever  a  contagious  diftemper  happened  to  break  out  (and 
fuch  in  many  inftances  muft  always  be  expected,)  the  greateft 
part  of  the  cargo  was  fwept  away,  and  the  average  of  deaths 
was  by  thefe  inftances  ftill  kept  up  to  a  (hocking  and  enormous 
heighth.  What  he  principally  defired  to  inculcate,  was  the  im- 
poffibility of  applying  regulations  in  the  Weft  Indies,  without 
more  danger  to  the  perfons  and  property  of  the  planters,  than 
would  accrue  by  the  abolition.     This  part  of  the  argument  he 
was  particularly  defirous  to  inforce,  becaufe  he  knew,  that  upon 
this,    and  upon  the  ftate  of  the  population  in  the  i (lands,    the 
whole  meafure  rrmft  reft  with  thofe  to  whom  he  muft  look  for 
a  majority  ;  with  the  perfons  who  admitted  the  injuftice  of  the 
trade,  but  who  helieved,  or  at* leaft  feared,  the  danger  and  im- 
policy of  an  abolition.     His  firft  pofition  here  would  be,  that 
no  regulations  could  be  rendered  -effectual  to  the  prote&ion  of 
the  flave  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which  did  not  admit  the  evidence 
of  the  negro  in  a  Court  of  Juftice.     His  fecond,  that  to  admit 
the  evidence  jof  a  negro  iri  a  Court  of  Juftice,  would  be  infi- 
nitely more  dangerous  to  the  perfons  and  the  property  of  the 
planters  than  the  abolition  of  the  trade.     In  the  firft  place,  he 
would  wi(h  gentlemen  to  conlider  what  was  to  be  done  by  regu- 
lation for  the  prote&ion  of  the  flave  *  Should  it  be  ena&edtkt 
the  puniftiments  be  moderate  ?    That  the  number  of  lalhes  be 
limited  ?  The  Colonial  Legiflatures  had  already  done  as  much 
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as  the  magic  of  words  alone  could  do  upon  the  fubje£t.     Yet 
the  evidence  upon  the  table  uniformly  tended  to  prove  that  in 
fpite  of  this  law,    the  only  protection  of  the  (laves  depended 
upon  the  clemency  of  the  mafter;  becaufe  the  whites  being  one 
or  two  in  number  on  a  plantation,  the  offence,  however  atro- 
cious andlnhurqan,   exifted  not  within  the  eye  or  reach  of  the 
law,  though  committed  in  the  prefence  of  an  hundred  (laves. 
Befides,  that  by  fplittjng  the  offence,  and  inii&ing  the  puniih- 
ment  at  intervals,  the  law  is  evaded,  although  the  faft  be  with- 
in the  reach  of  evidence,  by  the  accidental  prefence  of  a  white 
span.     Mr.  Montagu  here  adverted  to  the  evidence  of  Captain 
Cook  of  the  89th  regiment,  and  of  Chief  Juftice  Otley,  as  to 
this  point ;  the  former  relating  a  (hocking  inftance  of  reiterated 
punifhment,    in  contempt  of  the  law,  within  his  own  know* 
ledge;  the  latter  declaring,  that  "  be  can  devife  no  method  of 
"  bringing  a  mafter,    fo  offending,  to  juftice,  while  the  evi- 
"  dence  of  the  (lave  continues  inadmiffible."    But  let  councils 
of  protection,  and  guardians,  of  the  (laves  be  appointed  to  watch 
over  their  welfare,  and  to  reftrain  the  mafter.     This  again  was 
a  well-founding  expedient ;   but  nugatory  and  abfurdin  prac- 
tice.    For  what  perfons  refident  in  the  iflands  would  be  found, 
to  whom  they  could  intruft  that  important  and  troublefome  of- 
fice, with  a  hope  of  a  faithful  difcharge  of  its  duties  ?     Who 
was  there,  not  only  in  the  iflands,  but  refident  on  every  parti- 
cular plantation,  who  would  rifle  the  comfort  of  his  life  by  the 
exercife  of  fo  invidious  an  interference?     But  granting  that 
men  of  fuch  exalted  and  aftive  beneficence  could  be  found  in 
the  iflands,  as  to  facrifice  all  their  time,    and  all  the  friendfliip 
of  their  equals  and  affociates  for  the  good  of  the  flaves ;  what 
-  could  they  effe&  ?    Suppofe  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
brought  forward  the  motion  were  deputed,  an  unwelcome,  in- 
deed* but  in  all  probability  a  very  vigilant  guardian  of  the 
flaves,   what  prote&ion  would  the  law  enable  him  to  afford  to 
the  (lave  ?   Could  he  be  prefent  at  all  times,  and  at  all  places, 
at  tmcc  ?     That  would  be  a  taflc  too  arduous  even  for  his  a&ive 
philanthropy.     Yet  if  that  were  not  the  cafe,  the  offence  to  be 
redreffed  by  him  would  require  to  be  proved  to  him  ;   and  the 
fame  difficulties  of  proof  would  ftand  in  the  way  of  the  guar*, 
dian,  as  of  anyjOther  tribunal.     Mr.  Montagu  went. more  at 
large  into  the  proof,  that  all  regulations  were  ineffe&ual,  fliort 
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of  the  admifiion  of  the  flavc  to  give  evidence.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  prove,  that  to  admit  the  flave  to  give  evidence  in  their 
prefent  ftate  of  civilization,  would  be  of  the  moft  dangerous 
confequence  to  the  fafety  and  the  property  of  the  planters  ;  that 
to  admit  the  (laves  to  any  of  the  rights  of  citizens,  where  they 
(o  greatly  out-numbered  the  whites,  would  be  to  make  them 
in  effe£l  the  matters.  One  gentleman  (Mr.  Vaughan)  had 
&id,  the  flaves  might  be  admitted  to  give  evidence,  leaving  it 
to  the  judges  to  give  weight,  according  to  their  difcrction,  to 
the  depoftttons.  Mr.  Montagu  faid,  he  confefled  this  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  fraught  with  a  moft  hazardous  principle  of 
dilcontent ;  for  how  were  the  negroes  to  be  perfuaded,  that  it 
was  fit  they  (hould  be  admitted  to  fpeak  the  truth,  and  then  be 
difbclieved  and  difregarded  ?  What  a  fermentation  mull  fuch 
a  conduct  naturally  excite  in  men  difmifled  with  injuries  unre- 
dreffed,  though  abundantly  proved  in  their  apprehenfion  by 
their  testimony  ?  If  then  it  be  proved,  that  no  regulations  were 
likely  to  be  efFe&ual,  and  it  had  been  admitted,  that  the  evil 
called  in  an  imperious  and  irrefiftible  manner  for  a  remedy,  Mr. 
Montagu  faid,  there  was  no  expedient  left  but  an  abolition. 
That  an  abolition  of  the  trade  would  not  only  be  effectual,  but 
fafe,  and  even  beneficial  to  the  planter,  had  been  irrefragably 
proved  by  the  calculations  of  the  ftate  of  population  by  a  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  which  no  anfwer  had 
been  even  attempted  to  be  given.  And  until  fuch  an  attempt 
was  made  with  fuccefs,  he  wi  fried  fuch  gentlemen  (who  he 
feared  were  many)  as  came  down  to  vote  with  a  flight  view  of 
the  fubjeft,  upon  the  aflurances  of  fome  of  their  friends  (per- 
has  imerefted)  who  faid  that  it  was  a  dangerous  expedient  to 
abollfh  the  trade,  would  confider  ferioufly  how  they  could  re- 
concile their  confeience  to  juftify  and  continue  the  moft  hor- 
rible cruelty  and  injuft  ice,  upon  a  political  neceflity,  not  main- 
tained except  by  ailertion,  but  refuted  in  the  calculations,  and 
abandoned  in  argument  even  by  thofe  whofe  authority  they 
meant  to  follow  in  their  decifion.  Mr.  Montagu  concluded 
with  addreffing  himfelf  to  two  defcriptions  of  perfons  with 
what  he  admitted  to  be  only  an  argument  to  their  difcretion, 
but  with  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  very  forcible  confide- 
ration,  and  one  which  in  wifdom  ought  to  have  great  weight 
and  influence  their  conduft.     He  wilhed  the  planters  to   con- 

2 


A.  1792.  DEBATES.  217 

fider  the  great  increafing  progrcfs  which  the  opinion  of  the 
injuftice  of  the  trade  was  making  in  the  nation  at  large,  as  ma- 
nifefted  by  the  petitions,  which  had  almoft  obftructed  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Houfe,  by  their  perpetual  introduction.  They 
muft  begin  to  perceive,  that  it  was  no  longer  poffible  to  ftifle 
the  bufinefs  in  the  birth,  and  that  offended  Juftice  would  at 
kngth,  with  an  uplifted  arm,  break  down  all  oppofition,  and  that 
the  minds  of  the  reprefentatives  would  be  found  in  union  with 
the  opinions  of  their  conftituenri.  It  was  now,  therefore,  for 
them  to  fave  their  credit,  and  to  take  care  that  the  retribution 
to  the  injured  Africans  mould  not  be  made  without  their  con- 
currence. The  other  defcription  of  perfons  whofe  attention  he 
requefted  (and  whom  he  had  reafon  to  believe  to  be  a  large 
body)  were  fuch  as  had  been  led  to  afcribe  the  agitation  of  this 
queftion  to  the  fame  fpirit  of  abftract:  and  impracticable  equa- 
lization, which  they  dread  to  fee  applied  to  the  deftruction  of 
order  and  good  government  in  our  invaluable  conftitution.  If 
there  be  any  perfons  with  this  apprehenlion,  they  would  do  well 
to  confider  whether  they  had  not  better  be  in  hafte  to  deftroy 
that  aflbciation,  and  by  feparatin^  the  real  evil  from  the  ima- 
ginary grievance,  todeftroy  the  credit  which  the  latter  may  de- 
rive from  being  connected  in  opinion  with  the  former.  If  they 
neglected  to  remedy  a  mod  abominable  and  Grying  abufe  againlt 
which  every  feeling  of  reafon,  religion,  and  even  political 
wifdom,  revolts  with  abhorrence,  did  they  not  play  into  the 
hands  of  thofe,  who  conftrued  their  dread  of  innovation  on 
other  occafions,  into  an  obftinate  refiftance  of  truth,  juftice, 
and  expediency  ?  Mr.  Montagu  fat  down,  with  repeating  a 
profeffion  he  had  formerly  made,  that  he  would  never  ceafe  to 
promote  the  abolition  of  the  (lave  trade,  with  every  faculty  of 
body  and  mind,  till  the  injuries  of  humanity  were  redrefjTed, 
and  the  national  character  relieved  from  the  deepeft  difgrace  that 
is  recorded  in  the  annals  of  mankind. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  the  arguments  adduced  to  prove V 
that  the  trade  was  either  founded  in  juftice  or  in  policy,  had  fo 
completely  failed,  that  he  could  not  hefitate  a  moment  in  the 
vote  he  was  to  give.  Were  it  poffible  for  him  to  conceive,  as 
fome  of  the  advocates  for  the  trade  endeavoured  to  pjove,  that 
the  negroes  were  refcued  from  torment  or  from  death  in  Africa ; 
that  they  were  tranfported  in  the  moil  commodious  manner  to 
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t'-ie  happier  climate  of  the  Weft- India  iflands ;  that  there,  inftead 
of  painful  and  extorted  toil,  they  pafled  the  day  in  healthful  and 
eafy  labour,  the  evening  in  shcarful  and  innocent  recreation, 
retired  to  reft  with  bodies  unfatigued  and  hearts  at  eafe,  and 
rofe  alert  and  vigorous  in  the  morning,  to  purfue  the  fame 
eourfe  ;  were  he  to  believe  that  in  ficknefs  they  were  attended 
with  tendernefs  and  care,  and  that  their  old  age  was  worn  out 
in  peace  and  plenty — even  then  he  fhould  vote  for  the  abolition ; 
for  no  practice  could  reconcile  to  his  mind  that  which  was  fun- 
damentally and  in  principle  wrong.  His  objection  to  the 
trade  was,  that  man  was  bought  and  fold  ;  that  he  was  torn 
from  that  country  allotted  to  him  by  nature  for  his  habitation 
and  fupport ;  that  man  was  configned  over  to  the  difpofitionof 
frian  ;  and  where  man  was  delivered  over  to  man,  there  muft 
be  tyranny  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  deep  fenfe  of  injury  on  the 
other :  it  \i;as  the  quality  of  defpotifm  to  corrupt  the  heart,  and 
without  the  aid  of  fuch  corruption,  many  there  muft  be  among 
fo  great  a  number  of  defpots  by  nature  unfeeling  and  cruel.— 
But  there  was  a  fatality  attending  the  arguments  of  thofe  gen-* 
tlemen  who  defended  the  (lave  trade ;  fo  that  in  their  very  de- 
fence itfelf,  they  unavoidably  let  fall  fome  expreffions  which 
were  concluiive  againft  themfelves.  Thofc  who  wiftied  to  re- 
prefent  the  condition  of  the  flayes  in  the  faireft  point  of  view, 
had  convinced  him  of  the  exiftence  of  cruelties  difgraceful  ta 
humanity.  In  an  account  of  felling  off  the  ftock  of  a  plan- 
tation, it  was  faid,  that  the  flaves  fetched  lefs  than  the  com- 
mon price,  hecavje  they  were  damaged.  Damaged  I  How  da- 
maged ?  What  vva*  this  but  an  admiffion  that  they  were  worn 
down  by  labour,  ficknefs,  or  age ;  and  that  inftead  of  receiving 
the  indulgence  their  lituation  required,  they  were  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  one  taflc -matter  to  another,  the  latter,  perhaps, 
,inore  inhuman  than  the  former.  It  was  faid  by  the  ingenious 
author  of  a  pamphlet  on  the  fubjeft,  in  the  eourfe  of  deferr- 
ing the  happy  fituation  of  the  negroes  in  the  Weft  indies,  that 
ft  good  negro  needed  no  charafter,  for  that  fetters  would  gall, 
and  the  whip  make  weals  ;  and  the  flave  who  bore  not  the 
marks  of  either,  had  certainly  never  deferved  the  punifhment. 
Then 'it  muft  be  true,  that  fetters  and  whips  were  the  inftru- 
ments  of  punifhment,  and  that  both  were  infli&ed,  till  th* 
marks  of  the  galling  and  the  weals  became  indelible  ;  and  that 
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tiot  from  punifliment  infli&ed  upon  fair  trial  and  conviction, 
but  at  the  arbitrary,  uncontrolled  will  of  a  mailer.     An  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Vaughan)  who  had  declared  himfelf 
tohaveheen,  at  an  early  period  of  his  life,  a  friend  to  the 
abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  had  gone  to  the  Weft  Indies  to  in- 
form himfelf  of  their  fituation,  and  in  confequence  of  what  he 
bad  feen  there  had  changed  his  opinion,  whofe  arguments  in 
his  fpeech  had  all  tended  to  fupport  the  trade,  but  who  had  de* 
clared  in  his  explanation  that  he  would  never  himfelf  be  pof- 
fefled  of  a  flave,  and  would  even  lay  down  his  life  to  procure 
the  abolition  of  flavery,  had  faid,  notwithftanding  his  furprife 
fit  the  goodnefs  of  their  fituation,  "  that  the  negroes  were  all 
poor."    What  was  this  but  faying,  they  were  a  degraded  and 
miferable  race  J    He  had  alfo  faid,  "  put  flavery  and  cruelty 
€i  out  of  the  queftion,  and  they  were  as  well  or  better  off  thar* 
f  moft  European  peafants."      Slavery  and  cruelty! — What 
but  flavery  and  cruelty  do  the  advocates  for  the  abolition  wifh 
to  put  out  of  the  queftion  ? — that  flavery  and  cruelty,  whofe 
inevitable  effedl:  it  is  to  fink  man  below  the  dignity  of  his  na- 
ture, till  he  feem  at  length  hardly  to  belong  to  the  fame  fpecies. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  in  general  he  had 
obferved  great  refignation  among  them.     What  did  refignation 
itfelf  imply,  but  great  foregone  and  prefent  njifery  ?    What  ijs 
it  to  be  refigned,  but  to  have  got  over  the  firft  ecftafy  of  defpair  i 
He  had  related  a  circumftance,  of  which  he  himfelf  had  been 
an  eye-witneii.     The  ovtfrfeer  upon  one  of  his  father's  eftates, 
in  reprimanding  the  gang  for  not  having  done  fufficicnt  work, 
had  ufed  this  argument :  "  What  did  your  mafter  buy  you  for, 
"  but  to  work  r ''  and  with  this  they  feemed  perfc&ly  convinced 
and  contented.     Good  God !    had  wretches  who  were  in  9, 
fituation  to  bear  with  fuch  arguments  as  this,  appeared  dis- 
contented, what  could  we  fuppofe  would  have  been  the  rejoin- 
der to  their  arguments,  but  the  whip.     The  petitions  againft 
the  trade  were  faid  to  be  got  by  collufion,  and  to  be  figned  only 
by  ignorant  perfons,  but  evidence  that  was  entitled  to  ftill  lefs 
credit,  fince  it  came  from  perfons  whom  the  gentleman  to 
whom  it  was  addreffed  did  not  everi  know.    He  could  anfwer, 
that  the  petition  from  his  conilituents  was  figned  by  perfons  as 
well  informed  as  any  among  them.    That  they  were  fo  much 
alike/  was  no  argument  *gamft  them  }  for  they  had  but  one 
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plain  tale  to  tell ;  and  that  they  told  it  pretty  nearly  in  the  fame 
way,  was  rather  a  teft  of  truth  than  a  proof  of  collufion.  The 
fupporters  of  the  abolition  had  been  charged  with  enthufiafm. 
He  was  as  flrenuous  a  fupporter  of  that  meafure  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  moved  it,  but  he  had  never  entertained, 
any  more  than  that  honourable  gentleman,  the  doftrine  invi- 
dioufly  imputed  to  him,  an  immediate  emancipation  of  the 
flaves  in  the  iflands.  The  (late  of  degradation  to  which  we 
had  reduced  them,  had  rendered  them  unfit  for  the  immediate 
enjoyment  of  fo  great  a  blefling  ;  to  attempt  fuch  a  thing  would 
be  an  aft  of  infanity  indeed  ;  but  he  trufted  that  as  foon  as  the 
abolition  was  determined  upon,  fome  gradual  but  efficacious 
means  would  be  adopted,  to  do  that  which  it  was  impoflible  to 
do  at  the  moment.  Was  this  a  proof  of  fanaticifm,  or  of  cool 
and  moderate  inquiry  ?  As  to  the  commercial  part  of  the 
queflion,  whether  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  would  preju- 
dice the  commerce  of  this  country  ?  he  was  of  opinion  that  it 
moft  indifputably  would  not ;  but  he  would  net  detain  the 
Houfe  by  going  into  the  argument  upon  that  fubjeft  ;  it  had 
been  fo  ably  proved  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
the  laft  year,  and  that  proof  had  remained  fo  perfectly  unfhaken, 
that  he  fliould  only  weaken  by  attempting  to  add  any  thing  to 
it.  An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Bailey)  who  fpoke  early  in 
the  debate,  has  hinted  fomething  about  the  union  of  1  wo  great 
orators  upon  this  pecafion,  and  had  attributed  that  union. to  the 
eloquence  of  the  honourable  mover  of  this  queiVion.  He  cer- 
tainly had  paid  too  great  a  compliment  to  the  eloquence  of  that 
honourable  gentleman  :  not  his  perfuafion  and  ability,  but  the 
truth  and  force  of  the  thing  itfelf?  had  convinced  and  united 
them  ;  and  having  formed  his  opinion  upon  the  fubjeft,  if  he 
could  wifh  for  any  adventitious  circumftance  to  corroborate  that 
opinion,  it  fhould  be  that  two  men,  eminent  above  their  fel- 
low-citizens in  ability,  difagreeing  upon  the  generality  of  im- 
portant fubjefts;  had,  upon  this,  zealoufly  co-operated  and  join- 
ed the  whole  force  and  fplendor  of  their  talents.  He  difclaimed 
all  exultation  on  the  calamities  of  St.  Domingo.  If  there 
jnrere  any  perfons  who  felt  fuch  exultation,  let  them  be  pointed 
put,  in  order  to  be  driven  from  the  fociety  of  thofe  who  fup- 
ported  better  principles  ori  better  grounds.  But  he  denied  that 
jhefe  calamities  were  owing  to  the  debates  qri  the  flaye  trade* 
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They  were  owing  to  the  trade  itfelf.  There  was  a  point  of  en* 
durance,  beyond  which  human  nature  could  not  go,  and  the 
mind  rpfe  by  its  native  .elafticity,  with  a  violence  proportioned 
to  the  degree  to  which  it  had  been  depreffed.  Whence  did  the 
negroes  in  St.  Domingo  learn  the  cruelties  they  had  pra&ifed  ? 
"whence,  but  from  thofe  on  whom  they  had  praftifed  them} 
Had  not  Africans  organs,  dimenftons,  fenfes,  afFe&ions,  paf- 
fions  ?  were  they  not  hurt  by  the  fame  weapons,  fubjeft  to  the 
fame  difeafe,  healed  by  the  fame  means,  warmed  and  cooled 
by  the  fame  fummcr  and  winter  as  Europeans  were  ?  If  yon 
pricked  them,  did  they  not  bleed  ?  if  you  tickled  them,  did 
they  not  laugh  ?  and  if  you  wronged  them,  would  they  not  re- 
venge ?  If  they  were  like  you  in  the  reft,  they  would  referable 
you  in  this  alfo.  The  cruelty  you  had  taught  them,  they  would 
pra£tife.  He  feared  it  was  beyond  human  ingenuity  to  better 
the  inftruftion. 

Mr.  VAUGHAN  faid,  he  had  dated  circumftances  in  fa- 
vour of  the  trade,  which  he  thought  it  of  importance  to  the 
Houfe  to  know,  but  he  had  not  faid  that  thefe  were  to  goverii 
his  opinion. 

Mr.  MILBANKE  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  abolition 
of  the  (lave  trade,  the  policy  of  the  meafure  was  as  great  as  its 
juftice  was  undeniable.  Where  flavery  prevailed,  every  ope- 
ration that  was  performed,  was  done  in  a  rude  and  unwork- 
manlike manner,  and  no  fubftitute  for  manual  labour,  no  ar- 
tificial means  of  expediting  work,  alleviating  its-  trouble,  and 
fhortening  the  time  of  finifhing  it,  were  introduced,  or  even 
thought  of.  Where  flavery  exifted,  Mr.  Milbanke  faid,  there 
muft  be  oppreffion,  and  in  his  opinion  the  planters  were  bound 
to  thank  thofe  who  had  warned  them  of  the  more  than  pro- 
bable dangers  that  would  one  day  enfue  from  the  refentmentof 
their  flaves,  againft  thofe  whom  they  could  not  but  regard  with 
an  inimical  eye,  and  confider  as  their  tyrants,  He  concluded 
with  declaring  that  he  would  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  DUN  DAS  faid,  that  when  the  queftion  was  agitated 
in  the  Houfe  laft  year,  he  happened  to  be  prevented  by  indif- 
pofition  from  giving  any  vote  or  public  opinion  upon  it.  His 
honourable  friends,  hpwever,  w jth  whom  he  might  be  fuppofed 
to  have  the  mod  intercourfe,  had  very  well  known  that  he  had 
Jong  entertained  the  fame  ppinjon  with  regarc}  to  the  abolition. 
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of  the  flave  trade,  though  he  had  differed  from  them  as  to  the 
mode  of  effe&ing  it.  He  had  felt  equally  warm  with  thenar 
felves  in  the  purfuit  of  the  general  obje&,  and  he  felt  fo  at  that 
.moment ;  but  it  was  right  to  fee  how  far  it  might  be  proper 
for  him  to  give  his  aflent  to  the  particular  proportion  made  by 
his  honourable  friend.  One  fet  of  gentlemen,*  the  honourable 
mover  and  his  fupporters,  had  fpoken,  without  referve,  not 
only  for  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  but  for  an  immediate 
and  precipitate  abolition  ;  thofe  on  the  other  fide  had  unequi- 
TOcally  argued  for  the  continuation  of  the  African  flave  trade, 
as  eflbntially  neceflary  to  the  Weft-India  iflands ;  they  had  fet 
no  limits  to  the  continuation  of  that  trade,  but  laid  it  down  as 
a  propofition,  that  in  order  to  maintain  our  commerce  with 
the  Weft  Indies,  the  importation  of  new  flaves  from  Africa 
muft  be  continued  for  ever.  With  refped  to  the  material  parts 
of  his  argument,  he  agreed  with  his  honourable  friend.  He 
thought,  with  him,  that  the  African  trade  was  not  founded  in 
policy  ;  that  the  continuation  of  it  was  not  effential  to  the  pre- 
servation and  continuance  of  our  trade  with  the  Weft-India 
iilands  ;  that  there  was  no  mortality  in  that  quarter  that  was 
incurable,  arid  that  the  human  race  might  not  only  be  main- 
tained, but  increafed,  in  the  Weft-India  iflands.  In  all  thefc 
great  leading  queftions  he  concurred  with  his  honourable  friend. 
if  might  then  be  afked,  Do  you  not  agree  to  the  abolition  of 
the  trade  ?  He  anfwered,  that  neither  did  he  differ  with  him  in 
that  opinion..  But  he  could  not  help  doubting  as  to  the  pru- 
dence or  pra&icability  of  the  mode  of  abol idling  it,  propofed 
by  his  honourable  friend.  When  he  talked  of  dired  abolition, 
•he  would  fubmit  to  him,  whether  he*  did  not  run  counter  to 
the  prejudices  and  habits  of  life  of  thofe  men  who  are  moft 
deeply  interefted  in  the  queftion  ;  prejudices  of  men  interefted 
in  the  trade,  it  is  true  ;  but  furely,  if  it  were  poflible  to  effeft 
•the  fame  objedt,  without  raifing  any  extraordinary  apprehen- 
sions on  their  part,  with  refped  to  their  great  and  important 
interefts,  it  was  more  prudent  to  take  that  mode,  and  fo  to 
form  the  propofition,  as  to  relieve  their  minds  from  any  appre- 
henfion  of  injury.  Was  his  honourable  friend  alfo  perfeAly 
furc,  that  in  his  zeal  for  one  great  objeft,  he  did  not  run  coun- 
ter to  another  equally  important  ?  he  meant  the  facred  atten- 
tion Parliament  has  ever  (hewn  to  the  interefts  of  individuals ; 
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whatever  idea  men  might  then  have  of  the  African  trade,  car*, 
tain  it  was,  that  thofe  who  had  embarked  their  capitals  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  Weft* India  i (lands,  and  lent  their  money 
upon  Weft- India  property,  had  done  it  not  only  under  the 
fan&ion,  but  the  folemn  invitation,  of  Parliament^  Parlia- 
ment, undoubtedly,  might  think  it  right  to  depart  from  any 
principle  it  had  adopted,  again  and  again,  as  it  appeared  upon 
rheir  ftatute  books  to  have  often  done ;  it  might  be  wifdom  to 
do  fo ;  but  fure  he  was,  it  was  their  duty  to  recoiled,  in  carry- 
ing their  plans  into  execution,  under  what  circumftances  the 
property  had  been  employed,  and  whether  they  had  invited  the 
individuals  to  embark  in  it.  He  meant  not  to  urge  an  argu- 
ment which  had  been  reprobated  again  and  again  in  thecourfe 
of  the  debate,  that  if  they  gave  up  the  trade,  other  nations 
would  not  give  it  up  ;  their  duty  did  not  depend  upon  the  con* 
duft  of  others.  But  in  cafe  other  nations  took  up  die  trade, 
might  they  not  defeat  the  obje&  of  his  honourable  friend  ?— 
Might  not  Britifh  fubjefts  in  the  Weft  Indies  be  fupplied  by 
veffels  from  Euftatia,  or  fome  other  neutral  port  ?  What  was 
to  prevent  an  Oftend  or  Dutch  merchant  from  carrying  flaves 
from  Africa  to  the  Weft- India  iflands?  Gentlemen  might 
make  light  of  that  argument,  if  they  pleafed  ;  but  he  fhoulid  be 
glad  to  hear  an  anfwer  to  it.  He  dated  it  in  this  view,  and 
on  this  ground  only.  In  his  opinion,  Mr.  Dundas  fai'd,  there 
was  a  poffihility  of  avoiding  thofe  obje&ions,  and  at  the  fame 
time  of  not  running  diredly  contrary  to  the  prejudices  he  had 
mentioned  as  emitting  in  the  minds  of  the  Weft-India  mer- 
chants. It  was  in  the  fhape  of  regulations  only  that  they  could 
totally  aboliih  the  African  (lave  trade ;  and  not  lefs  fpeedily, 
nay,  even  more  fpeedily,  than  in  the  manner  which  had  been, 
propofed.  He  did  not  mean  to  fay,  let  the  trade  continueipr 
ever  I  In  his  main  principle  he  agreed  with  the  honourable  gen** 
tleman ;  but  he  repeated,  it  was  in  the  fhape  of  regulations 
that,  he  thought  they  ipight  procure  the  Abolition  inthe  jaoft 
dire&  manner* 

Mr.  FOX  afked  Mr.  Dundas  to  what  regulations  he  re- 
ferred? 

Mr,  DUNDAS  faid,  firft  to  regulations  the  moft  forcible 
and  efficacious,  in  order  to  promote  the  increaft  and  encou- 
Kyjemcnt  of  the  breed  of  native  negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
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Secondly,  to  every  fpecies  of  general  regulation,  with  a  view 
cf  putting  an  end  to  hereditary  flavery,  and  relieving  the  con- 
(Stion  of  the  (laves,  He  alluded  alfo  to  regulations  for  the  edu- 
cation of  children  ;  a  point  that  muft  greatly  facilitate  the  total 
annihilation  of  the  flavery  of  thefe  children.  Without  fuch  re- 
gulations as  thofe,  the  abolition  of  the  African  trade  would  fail, 
in  his  opinion,  of  prbcuring  the  effe&s  expe&ed'from  it.  Thofe 
who  contended  that  the  cultivation  of  the  iflands  could  not  be 
continued  without  a  continuance  of  the  flave  trade,  he  begged 
to  refleel  on  the  gradual  means  he  propofed.  His  obje£t  was 
gradually  and  experimentally  to  prove  the  pra&icability  of  the 
abolition  of  the  African  trade,  and  to  provide  the  means  of  cul- 
tivation, to  increafe  the  population,  and  to  evince  that  all  the 
alarms  which  were  now  entertained  of  danger  from  the  mea- 
fore  were  ill  founded.  The  arguments  of  his  honourable  friend, 
and  the  gentlemen  oppofite,  great  as  their  talents  were,  he  con- 
tended, were  only  founded  on  theory.  In  mentioning  the  abo- 
lition of  hereditary  flavery  in  the  iflands,  he  did  not  mean,  Mr. 
X)undas  faid,  that  the  fon  of  an  African  flave  ihould  procure  his 
freedom  by  the  death  of  the  parent :  but  that  being  born  free, 
he  mould  be  educated  at  the  expence  of  the  perfon  importing 
his  parents,  and  when  arrived  at  fuch  a  degree  of  ftrength  as 
might  qualify  him  to  labour,  he  fhould  work  for  five  or  ten 
years,  or  whatever  period  it  might  be,  to  defray  the  expence 
of  his  education  and  maintenance.  It  was  impoflible,  he  faid, 
to  emancipate  the  prefent  flaVes  at  once ;  nor  would  their  im- 
mediate emancipation  be  of  any  immediate  benefit  to  them- 
ielves ;  but  that  obfervation  did  not  apply  to  their  defcendants, 
if  trained  and  educated  in  the  manner  he  had  fuggefted  If  he 
gave  his  aflent  to  the  motion,  Mr.  Dundas  declared,  it  was  an 
aflent  that  led  to  nothing  but  a  general  prppofition ,  the  mode 
of  carrying  which  into  effeS  might  be  fettled  hereafter.  He  did 
not  adopt  any  one  extreme  in  the  queftion.  - 

•  Mr.  Dundas  begged  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  while  he 
addrefled  himfelf  to  thofe  who  had  maintained  that  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  for  the  cultivation  of  the  Weft* India  iflands  to 
maintain  an  importation  of  African  flaves  as  ufual.  He  en- 
treated  them  to  give  a  ferious  confideration  to  that  point.  He 
apprehended  they  could  not  think  he  aflumed  too  much,  when 
be  faid,   that  if  both  flavery  and  the  flave  trade  could  be  afap* 
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lifted  with  fafety  to  their  properly,  it  deeply  concerned  their 
intereft  that  the  cultivation  of  their  iflands  fliould  be  carried  on 
by  freemen  rather  than  by  flaves.  This  general  proj)ofition',  he 
took  it  for  granted,  that  nobody  would  controvert.  He  need 
not  illuftrate  the  propofition  ;  but  requefted  the  Committee  to 
look  to  the  whole  of  the  evidence  before  them  on  the  ftate  of 
thofe  very  flaves.  That  they  were  ill  ufed  he  did  not  mean  to 
lay  t6  the  charge  of  the  Weft-India  Planters;  individuals  in- 
deed not  poffefled  of  humanity  might  treat  the  flaves  ill.  The 
honourable  Member  who  firft  fpoke  that  night,  had  informed 
them,  that  the  Planters  were  in  general  difpofed  to  pay  much 
regard  to  their  flaves,  and  that  from  confcien.ce,  as  well  as  from 
a  principle  of  intereft.  He  believed  that  many  refpe£table 
owners  in  the  Weft  Indies  take  great  care  of  their  negroes.— 
But  would  not  the  fame  principle  teach  them  how  unfeemingly 
the  cultivation  by  flaves  was,  if  it  were  poflible  to  be  effected 
by  freemen  ?  There  would  be  fome  inconfiftency  in  the  conduct 
of  Parliament,  if  they  fliould  take  meafures  tor  the  abolition  of 
the  trade,  without  at  the  fame  time  taking  that  under  confide- 
deration  alfo.  God  forbid"  that  he  fhould  limit  the  philanthropy 
of  his  honourable  friends,  or  that  he  fhould  entertain  the  fmall- 
eft  wifli  to  infult  the  degraded  fhores  of  Africa.  It  was  fome- 
thing  anomalous  that  the  people  of  this  country,  who  were 
themfelves  free,  fliould  carry  on  a  (lave  trade  with  Africa  ;  and 
it  was  fomething  anomalous  alfo  that  they  who  enjoyed  the  full 
benefits  of  freedom,  fliould  ever  think  of  introducing  cultiva- 
tion in  the  Weft  Indies  by  flaves  and  not  by  freemen.  Mr. 
Pundas  appealed  to  all  who  were  informed  on  the  fubjecl:,  and 
to  Mr.  Long  in  his  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  in  fupport  of  his  argu- 
ment, that  the  evils  which  are  complained  of  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, arife  entirely  from  the  newly  imported  flaves,  and  when 
it  was  faid  that  the  negroes  imported  were  thofe  who  were  con- 
demned for  crimes  committed  in  their  own  country,  he  begged 
to  a(k,  whether  the  Weft  Indians  chofe  to  depend  on  frefli  fup- 
plies  of  thofe  men  for  the  cultivation  of  their  lands,  and  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  iflands,  when  it  was  alfo  found  that  every  infur- 
re&ion  had  arifen  from  thofe  very  perforis  ?  The  fafety  of  the 
Weft- India  iflands,  he  contended,  was  concerned  in  the  quef- 
tion ;  there  would,  he  faid,  be  danger  of  frefli  ftruggles  fo  long 
as  an  abolition  of  the  trade  was  refufed  ;  they  were  by  thofe 
Vol.  XXXII.  Gg 


226  PARLIAMENTARY    .  A.  1792. 

importations  bringing  upon  the  Weft-India  iflands  the  engines 
of  their  own  deftru&ion.  Mr.  Dundas  begged  to  call  upon  the 
gentlemen  to  give  a  ferious  confideration  to  the  queftion,  to 
con'fider  whether  they  would  not  a&  more  judicioufly,  and' for 
their  own  intcreft,  if  they  concurred  in  the  opinion  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  trade,  inftead  of  (landing  up  for  the  fyftem  of  per- 
petual importations.  What  right,  he  afked,  had  they  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  coaft  of  Africa  was  for  ever  to  remain  in  its  pre- 
sent ftate  of  barbarity?  If  once  a  Prince  of  an  enlightened 
character  fliould  rife  up  in  that  hemifphere,  his  firft  a£t  would 
be  to  make  the  means  of  dairying  off  all  (laves  from  thence  im- 
practicable. .What  reafon  had  they  to  fuppofe  the  light  of  xHea- 
ven  would  never  defcend  upon  the  continent  of  Africa  ?■  From 
that  moment  there  muft  he  an  end  of  African  trade.  The  firft 
fyftem  of  improvement,  the  firft  idea  of  happinefs  that  would 
arife  in  that  continent,  would  bring  with  it  the  downfall  of  the 
African  trade,  and  that  in  a  more  effectual  way  than  if  done  by 
regulations  of  this  country.  He  did  not  allude  to  the  petitions 
in  one  way  or  other.  Perhaps  the  queftion  did  not  require 
•  much  additional  force  from  them.  Many'  of  them  might  be 
produced  by  anxious  felicitations,  and  emiffaries  fent  about 
for  the  purpofe  ;  and  many  of  thofe  who  figned  them  had  not 
perhaps  been  very  much  verfed  in  the  nature  of  the  queftion, 
and  had  not  reflected  whether  the  trade  fliould  be  aboliihed 
gradually  or  immediately.  It  was  not  upon  the  petitions  that 
he  was  defirous  of  founding  any  obfervations  ;  but  he  wiihed 
to  obferve,  that  the  idea  of  the  impolicy  of  the  African  (lave 
trade  had  long  been  entertained  by  the  mod  enlightened  under- 
standings of  this  country,  as  well  as  the  idea  of  its  injuftice. 
ItTiad  made  a  deep  impreilion  on  the  minds  of  enlightened  men 
in  this  country,  that  the  trade  was  obnoxious  to  a  thoufand 
perils  and  dangers.  If  that  was  the  cafe,  was  it  a  prudent 
thing  to  reft  on  that  trade  for  the  farther  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation of  their  property  ?  He  really  fpoke  with  a  view  to 
their  own  intereft.  He  had  fo  often  feen  imaginary  apprehen- 
fions  entertained  on  fuch  fubje&s,  that  he  was  fatisfied  in  a  few 
years  they  would  fet  this  queftion  at  reft,  and  that  the  Weit- 
India  proprietors  themfelves  would  become  of  his  opinion. 

There  was  a  fpecies  of  flavery,  Mr.  Dundas  obferved,  pre? 
vailing  only  a  few  years  ago  in  fome  of  the  boroughs  in  Scotr 
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land.  Every  child  that  carried  a  coal  from  the  pit,  was  the 
bound  Have  of  that  thorough,  and  their  emancipation  was 
thought  by  Parliament  to  be  material,  and  very  much  agitated 
in  the  Houfe.  It  was  urged,'  that  let  every  man's  genius  be 
what  it  might,  yet  in  thofe  works  (the  work,  from  its  nature, 
being  carried  oa  under  ground)  it  was  quite  an  excepted  cafe,  , 
and  without  this,  principle  of  flavery,  the  collieries  could  not 
be  worked  ;  that  the  price  of  coals  would  be  raifed  to  a  moft 
'  immoderate  height,  and  all'  the  neighbouring  manufactories 
which  depended  on  them  would  eflentially  fuffer  in  their  inte- 
refts.  After  feveral  years  ftruggle,  the  bill  was  carried  through 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  He  was  old  enough  to  remember 
the  difpute:  .within  a  year  after,  the  whole  idea  of  the  collie- 
ries being  hurt  by  the  abolition  of  that  fort  of  flavery,  vanifhed 
in  fmoke,  and  there  was  an  end  of  thebufinefs.  An  honour- 
able gentleman  had  alfo  told  them,  what  formed  another 
'argument  to  the  fame  point,  that  the  regulation  of  the  Mid- 
dle Paffage  had  had"  a  falutary  effect.  The  prefent  alarms, 
he  obferved,  were  not  mere  lively  than  thofe  which  were 
exprefTed  when  that  bill  took. place*  The  ruin  of  the  Li- 
verpool and  Briftol  trade  was  foretold.  Yet  now  one  of  the 
'feprefentatives  had  come  forward,  and  plainly  faid,  *'  Our 
"  alarms  were  ill-founded,  our  apprehenfions  were  without 
"  ground  ;  we  found  fault  with  all  your  regulations,  we  af- 
"  cribed  every  mifchicf  to  them,  whereas  we  find  by  experi- 
"  ence  that  they  have  been  attended  with  every  benefit." — 
Was  he  then  afking  too  much,  when  he  afked  for  3  candid 
confideration  of  the  real  grounds  of  the  prefent  apprehenfion  ? 
Perhaps  the  Weft  Indians  might  find,  that  the  beft  thing  they 
could  do,  would  be  to  clofe  in  with  his  propofition,  and  that 
they  would  not  aft  more  wifely  and  prudently  for  themfelves, 
in  maintaining  the  continuance  of  the  trade  with  Africa,  as  at 
all  times  neceflary  for  the»x  prefervation,  ,  improvement,  and 
cultivation  of  the  Weft-Indja  iflands.  He  was  far  from  flat- 
tering himfelf  that  any  thing  he  had  faid  could  at  once  eradi- 
cate prejudices  that  were  deeply  rooted,  and  bring  over  men  to 
a  fet  of  altogether  new  ideas  ;  but  he  meant  to  propofe  a  mode- 
rate and  a  middle  way  of  proceeding.  If  therefore  there  was 
any  great  body  in  that  Honfe,  any  refpedtaDle  number  of  per- 
foris,  who  were  of  opinion  with  him,  that  the  trade  ought  to 
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be  ultimately  abolifhed,  but  by  moderate  meafures,  which 
fhould  not  invade  the  property  of  individuals,  nor  (hock  too 
fuddenly  the  prejudices  of  our  Weft- India  iilands,  he  wiftied 
them  to  connect  themfelves  together,  and  he  would  venture  to 
fay,  that  gentlemen  of  that  moderate  or  middle  waywof  think- 
ing, might  then  reduce  the  queftion  to  its  proper  bounds,  and 
maintain  the  principles  of  abolilhing  the  flave  trade  in  con- 
fiftency  with  their  other  principles. 

Mr.  ADDlNGTON  (the  Speaker)  faid,  that  profeffing 
hitnfelf  to  be  one  of  thofe  moderate  men  alluded  to  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas),  he  could  not 
forbear  giving  way  to  the  impreffion  made  upon  him  by  his 
forcible  manner  of  ftating  the  argument,  which  had  relieved 
him  from  the  utmoft  anxiety.  Conceiving  the  queftion  to 
be  deferving  of  the  moll  ferious  inveftigation,  and  deeply 
confidering  the  importance  of  its  obje£r,  he  felt,  h|yl  long 
felt  fuch  a  mode  df  treating  it  as  being  much  to  be  defired, 
becaufe  he  thought  that  it  would  facilitate  the  attainment  of 
that  end,  which  he  was  confident  every  one  wilhed  to  be 
attained  with  as  little  injury  as  poflibleto  private  property: 
The  fear  of  injuring  private  property  had  hitherto  reftrain- 
ed  him  from  exprefling  his  opinion  againft  a  fyftem  which 
he  could  not  prevail  on  himfelf  to  permit  or  countenance. 
The  flave  trade  he  abhorred ;  but  he  did  not  conceive  the 
fpecific  manner  offered  to  the  Houfe  laft  year  efficacious, 
and  had  therefore  not  adopted  his  honourable  friend's  mpde 
of  abolMhing  the  trade.  His  averfion  to  the  infamous  fyf- 
tem was  the  refult  of  thofe  folid  principles  fo  eloquently  and 
forcibly  ftated  by  his  honourable  friend,  and  did  not  arife 
merely  from  an  infpeflion  of  the  evidence  on  the  table.  Mr. 
Addington  faid,  he  remembered,  on  its  being  imputed  to  a 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  fome  years  fince  retired  from  the 
Bench,  when  at  an  early  period  of  his  life,  he  was  employed 
againft  the  rebel  Lords,  that  he  had  not  ufed  ftrong  lan- 
guage fufficiently  towards  them  in  proportion  to  their 
crime ;  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  well  anfwereti  "  that 
"  he  pitied  the  loyalty  of  that  man,  who  imagined,  that 
<c  any  epithet  could  aggravate  the  crime  of  tieafon  j\  he  in 
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like  manner  begged  leave  to  declare,  that  he  knew  of  no 
language  that  could  add  to  the  horrors  of  the  flave  trade  ;  it 
was  equal  to  every  purpofe  of  crimination,  to  aflert,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him  had  moft  eloquently 
done,  that  thereby,  one  individual  is  made  fubjeft  to  the 
defpotifm  of  another,  that  man  is  to,be  bought  and  fold* 
On  every  difcuffion  of  the  fubjeft,  he  had  felt  a  great  diffi- 
culty: on  one  hand,  it  was  impoflible  not  to  condemn  the 
trade,  and  to  confide;-  the  rights  of  juftice  due  to  the  mul- 
titttde  whoni  it  renders  miferable ;  and  on  the  other  hand, 
it  was  to  be  remembered,  -that  there  were  a  defcHption  of 
perfons,  who  had  like  wife  ftrong  claims  on  the  juflice  of 
Parliament.  The  queftion,  in  his  mind  was  not  fo  much, 
whether  it  would  be  carried  on  by  this  or  that  foreign  coun- 
try ;  hut  whether  this  nation  fliould  continue  it  under  cir* 
cumfrances  fo  very  offenfive,  as  the  prefent.  The  number 
of  Africans  at  prefent  in  the  iflands,  he  thought  infufficient 
for  maintaining  the  ftock,  and  therefore  he  did  not  approve 
of  the  idea  of  there  being  no  more  importations  whatever. 
It  had  been  forcibly  argued,  by  his  honourable  friend  who 
opened  the  debate,  that  according  to  the  difproportion  of 
fexes,  which  had  appeared,  the  fupply  of  negroes  in  future 
mud  be  continually  increafing,  and  that  in  a  very  fevr 
years,  every  difficulty  would  be  entirely  furmounted;  if 
that  were  conclufiye  with  refpeS  to  Jamaica,  it  did  not, 
Mr.  Addington  thought,  apply  to  the  other  iflands;  nor 
did  it  appear  to  him  that  the  circumftance,  ftated  by  his 
honourable  friend,  was  to  be  depended  upon  for  furnifhing 
fo  effectual  an  increafe  of  population,  as  a  plan  for  provid- 
ing the  iflands  with  a  fufficient  additional  number  of  fe- 
males. The  total  difregard  of  religion  and  morality,  that 
chara&erifed  the  negroes  at  prefent,  if  corre&ed  by  properly 
regulating  their  manners,  would  infallibly  tend  to  decreafe 
the  fears  of  thofe  under  whofe  protection  they  were,  and 
unite  all  more  clofely  as  members  of  the  fame  fociety.  T\l{ 
that  were  done,  importations  appeared  to  him  to  be  necef* 
fary.  He  had  defpaired  of  thefe  confiderations  being  attend- 
ed to  bv  Gentlemen  of  fufficieat  weight,  or  with  the  au|bo- 
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rity  of  official  information,  who  would  digeft  and  bring  them 
forward*  Except  with  refpefi  to  the  granting  liberty  to  the 
children  born  ^n  the  iflands,  he  did  not  conceive  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  plan  could  be  confiderably 
amended;  the  trade,  Mr.  Addington  thought,  ought  to 
exift  a  few  years  longer,  perhaps  for  a  period  of  8,  of  10, 
or  12  years,  under  fuch  regulations  as  fhould  fat isfy  the 
minds  of  thofe  who  contended  for  an  immediate  abolition, 
inafmuch  as  they  fhould  be  favourable  to  the  immediate  in- 
terefts  of  the  negroes,  and  to  their  future  happinefs.  One 
regulation  efpecially  he  fhould  propofe,  and  that  would  be, 
to  fubjeft  the  males  to  a  heavier  duty  than  the  females,  and 
by  that  means  occafion  a  greater  importation  of  the  latter; 
a  meafure,  that  would  tend  to  increafe  their  numbers  to  a 
degree,  that  would  foon  render  the  number  of  the  fexes 
equal.  Another  mode  would  be,  that  of  granting  land  or 
money  to  thofe  who  fhould  rear  a  certain  number  of  chil- 
dren, and  giving  premiums  to  thofe  who  fhould  introduce 
machines  of  hufbandry.  Intimate  and  unrefefved  as  was 
the  communication  he  enjoyed  with  his  right  honourable 
friend,  the  fubjeft  of  debate  never  having  been  the  topic 
of  their  converfation,  he  was  ignorant  of  the  extent  of  his 
ideas  relating  to  it;  yet  he  was  perfuaded,  his  right  honour- 
able friend  would  not  have  offered  his  obfervations  to  the 
Committee,  without  meaning  foon  to  fubmit  to  their  con- 
fideration  fome  fpecif]c  motion  on  the  fubjeft,  of  fubftan- 
tial  reform,  and  ultimate  abolition.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, but  recolleft  the  ground  on  which  his  honourable 
friend  had  argued  the  queftion,  which  he  had  moved.  He 
had  invariably  wifhed  for  the  accomplifhment  of  the  fame 
object  with  him,  though  he  trufted  that  his  honourable 
friend's  mode  would  not  be  adopted :  he  meant  that  of  an 
immediate  abolition,  of  the  flave  trade,  as  it  was  called,- 
though  it  certainly  did  not  merit  that  name.  Prudent  re- 
gulations, -by  which  it  would  very  foon  be  4eftroyed,  would 
not  only  be  productive  of  great  benefits  to  this  country, 
but  would  indifputably  be  a  bleffing  to  the  Weft-India 
iflands ;   and  he  was  fare  that  they  were  as  anxious  to  ob- 
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, tain -the  obje<5i,  as  the  Committee  could  be,  provided  net 
material  injury  were  done  to  their  euential  interefts.  He 
had  little  more  to  offer  to  the  Committee,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  circumftancc  of  his  right  honourable  friend, 
who  had  fpoken  laft,  having  brought  forward  a  propofitioo, 
which  fo  completely  coincided  with  his  own  ideas  on  the 
fubjefi,  he  fhould  not  have  thought  it  neceffary  to  deliver 
any  opinion  in  the  debate.  With  refpect  to  his  honourable 
friend  who  introduced  the  bufinefs,  he  trufted  that  he 
would  not  regard  any  thing  he  had  uttered,  or  meant  to 
fay,  as  addreffed  perfonally  to  himfelf ;  but  as  his  honour- 
able friend  had  fully  explained  his  intention  to  be  an  imme- 
diate abolition,  though  his  motion  did  not,  perhaps,  expreii 
it,  he  could  not  but  think,  that  it  woujd  be  dealing  moie 
fairly  with  the  Committee  to  have  inferted  that  idea  in  ex- 
plicit terms.  Being  aware  of  his  intention,  he  could  not 
allow  himfelf  to  fupport  his  motion;  but  he  confoled  him- 
felf with  the  hope,  that  a  meafure  would  very  fpeedily  he 
brought  forward,  which  hefliould  be  ablemoft  cordially  to 
fupport  and  approve. 

Mr.  FOX  declared,  that,  though  what  had  been  faid  by- 
one  right  honourable  gentleman  muft  carry  with  it  more 
weight  than  any  thing  he  could  offer  on  the  fubjefl,  yet  he 
had  heard  it  with  infinite  uneafinefs  inftead  of  any  fatisfac- 
tion ;  and  he  could  not  but  obferve,  that  he  had  never  felt 
a  more  fevere,  or  more  efficacious  refiflance  to  his  honour- 
able friend's  motion.  Without  queftioning  the  ferioufnefs 
of  the  honourable  gentleman,  fomething  had  been  jaid  fo 
much  more  mifchievous,  and  fomething  fo  much  more  like 
a  foundation  had  been  laid,  not  only  for  permitting  for 
years  to  come,  but  fuffering,  that  deteftable  traffic,  to  con- 
tinue perhaps  for  ever,  that  he  could  not  but  plainly  (late 
the  grounds  upon  which  he  a£ted  in  a  bufinefs  fo  truly  im- 
portant. He  deprecated,  in  ftrong  terms,  every  decep- 
tion and  delufion  on  the  country,  and  he  conceived  that  to 
be  delufiye  and  deceptive,  though  perhaps  not  meant  to  be 
fo,  which  prevented  the  Committee  from  feeing  the  bufi- 
fjefs  in  its  true  light;  froin  feeing  what  alone  was  and  muft 
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be  the  queftion;  whether  that  execrable  flave  trade  was  r)t  to 
be  continued,  or  muft  btfabolifhed?  The  honourable  gen- 
tlemen called  themfelves  moderate  men;  but  he  neither  felt 
nor  wifhed  to  feel  any  thing  like  moderation  upon  the  fub* 
jecl.  He  confidered  the  idea  of  continuing  the  flave  trade 
as  nothing  elfe  than  an  idea  of  continuing  the  encouragement 
of  the  crimes  of  robbery  and  murder,  and  thofe  under  cip- 
cumftances  of  perpetration  the  mod  flagitious  and  atrocious. 
The  mention  of  moderation  in  the  cafe  before  them,  re* 
minded  him  of  a  pafifage  in  Middleton's  Life  of  Cicero  ;  the 
tranflation,  though  deficient,  was  equally  applicable  to  his 
prefent  purpofe ;  the  paflage  was,  "  to  break  open  a  man's 
"  boufe  and  kill  him,  his  wife  and  family  in  the  night,  is 
u  certainly  a  moil  heinous  crime,  and  deferying  of  death, 
"  but  even  this  may  be  done  with  moderation."  If  any 
idea  could  be  more  abfurd  than  that  he  had  juft  mentioned, 
it  was  that  of  the  flave  trade  being  carried  on  in  modera- 
tion. If  to  break  into  a  Angle  houfe,  and  rob  and  murder 
a  Angle  man,  could  not  be  done  in  moderation,  with  what 
moderation  could  a  whole  country  be  pillaged  and  deftroy- 
ed !  He  never  could  coafider  the  queftion  as  one  of  Ample 
joftice:  it  was,  he  faid,  only  whether  they  fhould  autho- 
rife  by  law,  refpe&ing  Africa,  the  commiflion  of  crimes, 
for  which  in  this  country,  they  would  be  liable  to  incur  the 
fevere ft  penalties,  and  even  to  forfeit  their  lives  in  the  moft 
ignominious  manner.  Bad  as  was  the  propofition,  he  fhould 
have  liked  it  better  had  it  been  more  fpecific.  He  noticed 
the  terms  in  which  the  trade  had  been  reprehended  by  the 
two  laft  gentlemen  who  had  fpoken,  and  afked,  where  w as 
the  proof  that  they  would  ever  vote1  for  the  abolition  of  it? 
He  challenged  them  to  produce  arguments  in  fupport  of 
the  traffic,  if  any  could  be  urged  in  fupport  of  a  traffic  fo- 
execrable,  and  to  (hew  how  a  law  could  be  tolerated,  which 
was  diametrically  oppofite  to  all  law  whatever?  For  his 
part,  he  was  equally  an  enemy  to  all  their  regulations,  re- 
gulations as  difgraceful  as  they  would  be  impotent.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  led  the  way  in  this  new 
plan  of  moderation,  propofed  tha.t  hereditary  flavery  ihoufcj 
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be  abolifhed,  but  the  mode  was  curious.  The  child  was 
to  be  free  born,  inftrucled  in  the  principles  of  freedom,  for 
he  was  to  be  inftru£ed  in  the  duties  of  religion,  which  in- 
culcate a  rational  freedom,  and  when  thefe  principles  might 
be  fuppofed  to  have  taken  root,  he  was  to  pay  for  thofe  prin- 
ciples by  becoming  a  flave.  Such  were  the  charms  of  li- 
berty, that  the  very  idea  of  attaining  it  one  day  or  other, 
fweetened  the  naufeous  draught  of  flavery ;. but  that  a  perfon 
fhould  purchafe  flavery  at  theexpence  of  freedom,  was  in- 
verting the  order  of  things  indeed. 

The  other  gentleman  (the  Speaker)  propofed  that  a  pre- 
mium Oiould  be  allowed  for  the  tranfportation  of  females. 
Was  the  kidnapper  to  be  encouraged  to  lay  the  friare  for  the 
unfufpe&ing  maid,  to  fnatch  her  from  the  arms  of  her  lover, 
or  her  parents,  or  to  transfer  the  mother  from  the  embrace* 
of  her  fpoufe  to  the  arms  of  him  between  whom  there  could 
be  no  attachment,  but  that  fympathy  which  arofe  from  cap- 
tivity ?  *He  fhould  like  to  fee  the  claufe  by  which  this  in- 
human meafure  was  to  be  prefented  to  the  Parliament  of 
England.  He  fhould  like  to  fee  the  man  with  a  mind 
capable  of  conceiving  words  to  frame  fuch  a  claufe.  Was 
there  a  gentleman  in  the  Houfe  bold  enough  to  fupport  it? 
For  the  honour  of  Parliament,  he  hoped  that  there  was  no 
fuch  man. 

When  he  coniidered,  that  the  prefent  was  not  a  queftioa 
of  moderation,  but  of  juftice,  heexprefled  his  furprife  that* 
gentlemen  fhould  entertain  the  fmalleft  hefitation.  The 
Speaker  had  very  laudably  reprobated  the  trade  with  the  ut- 
moft  abhorrence,  and  yet  refufed  to  fupport  the  original 
motion.  Did  the  vote  to  which  they  were  called,  pledge 
fhem  to  any  particular  fyftem  of  abolition?  No.  Then  why 
not  pafs  the  refolutfon  now,  and  obje£t  to  and  amend  any 
future  motion? 

He  expofed  in  the  Tame  way  the  regulations  of  Mr.  Dun- 
das,  who  wifhed  to  begin  by  emancipation,  inftead  of  abo- 
lifhing  the  trade ;  who  called  a  mere  regulation  of  trade  an 
invafion  of  property,  and  who  Himfelf  propofed  the  very  ex- 
tin&ion  of  that  property  in  the  firft  infiaace.     One  honour- 
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able  gentleman,  the  only  one  who  had  acted  with  fairnefs 
on  that  fide,  had  declared  that  he  refilled  thofe  who  con- 
demned the  trade,  and  that  he  thought  that  it  ought  to  go 
on.  In  fact  thofe  who  had  fpoken  mod  directly  againft  the 
abolition,  had  conceded  in  fubftance,  though  not.  perhaps 
in  words,  as  much  as  thofe  who  were  for  gradually  abolifh- 
ing  the  trade.  One  honourable  gentleman  had  declared  it 
to  be  his  intention  gradually  to  abolifh  it,  by  meliorating 
the  (late  of  the  negroes,  and  thus  rendering  it  unneceffary ; 
the  honourable  mover  of  the  bufinefs  however  had  faid,  with 
much  more  wifdom  and  practicability,  "  I  will  gradually 
"  produce  the  abolition  of  flavery,  by  immediately  abolifli- 
"  ing  the  trade.  I  will  continue  to  promote  my  plan,  till 
"  the  object  {Hall  be  accomplifliedL"  With  refpect  to  in- 
fringement of  private  property,  they  furely,  Mr.  Fox  faid, 
might  prohibit  the  com  mi  Hon  of  crimes  without  thereby 
being  chargeable  with  taking  away  the  property  of  the  Weft 
Indians,  which  certainly  it  was  not  their  intention  to  do* 
He  condemned  and  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  children  of  flaves 
being  born  free,  and  then  fervingtenor  fifteen  years  to  re- 
quite their  mailers  for  the  expence  of  their  education,  and 
after  that  becoming  free  in  fact.  Could  any  man  imagine, 
that  a  perfon  was  better  qualified  to  enjoy  freedom,  after 
ferviture  of  fo  long  a  period,  than  if  he  had  continued  free 
from  his  birth  ?  Oh,  but  fay  the  advocates  for  continuing 
the  trade,  we  do  not  mean  to  urge  the  queflion  chiefly  on 
thefe  grounds.  We  talk  of  the  impolicy  of  renouncing  the 
meafure,  when  it  will  immediately  be  adopted  by  fome  other 
European  Power, 

With  refpect  to  the  probability  of  other  nations  fup- 
plyir\g  the  iflands  with  flaves,  clear  he  was,  that  it  had 
better  be  by  any  nation  than  by  this.  JHe'woyld  rather 
that  the  colonies  iho\ild  be  fupplied  by  all  the  nations  rn 
Europe,  than  that  the  Britifh  name  fhould  be  fullied  by 
fuch  abominable  practices.  It  was  begun  ta  be  feen,  Mr, 
Fox  obferved,  that  the  trade  was  inconfifteiit  with  juilice. 
An  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  fpoken  early  in  the 
debate,  had  acknowledged  that  many  enormities  fubfift- 
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ed,  and  were  proved  by  the  evidence  ;  but  he  had  alked, 
would  it  be  fair  to  take  the  character  of  this  country  from 
the  records  of  the  Old  Bailey  ?  He  was  not  at  all  furprifed 
that  when  the  fubject  was  mentioned,  the   Old  Bailey 
fhould  recur  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  recollection. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had,  however,  forgot  the  ef- 
fential   difference   between  the  two  cafes  ;    when  they 
learned  from  the  Old  Bailey  records  that  crimes  had  been  , 
committed  in  this  country,  they  at  the  fame  time  learned 
that  they  were  pun  idled  with  tranfportation  and  death  : 
when  they  heard  of  crimes  committed  in  the  flave  trade, 
they  found  them  pafled  over  with  impunity,  or  even  the 
objects  of  reward.     There  had  been  an  accufation  urged 
againft  the  Committee  which  fat  in ,  the  Old  Jewry,  for 
having  diflributed  copies  of  the  evidence  ;  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  be  one  of  that  Committee,  though,  perhaps,  from 
fome  other  avocations,  not  a  very  conftant  attendant, 
and  his  advice  had  ever  been  to  diftribute  them  as  largely 
as  could  be  done  ;  for -he  heartily  wifhed  that  there  fhould 
not  be  a  man  in  the  nation,  who  could  read/  but  fhould 
fee  the  evidence  before  the  Houfe,  fince  he  was  fure  that 
it  would  produce  on  the  country,   that  effect  which  he 
trufted  it  would  ultimately  have  on  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  enfure  the  immediate  abolition.     It  had  by 
fome  been  objected,   that  part  of  the  evidence  was  given 
by  poor  people  ;  he  knew  not  that  poverty  and  veracity 
were  incompatible*     At  leaft,  the  evidence  of  the  poor 
was  as  good  as  that  of  the  correfpondents,  whofe  letters 
had  been  read  by  his  honourable  friend,   (Col.Tarleton) 
who  had  acknowledged  that  he  did  not  know  who  his  cor- 
refpondents were.    He  notrced  the  mention  made  of  Lords 
Rodney  and  Macartney,  Admirals  Edwards  and  Arbuth- 
not,  &c.  &c.  who,  heobferved,  had  fpoken  of  the  Weft 
Indies  only,  and  could  have  no  other  knowledge  of  the 
flave  trade,  than  that  which  might  be  obtained  from  a 
perufal  of  the  evidence.     All  that  they  had  faid  had  been 
merely  negative, ,  whereas  the  evidence  of  the  other  per- 
fons,  lefs  affluent  perhaps,  and  left  dignified,  waspofitive 

Hha  _^ 
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and  uncontradicted.  As  to  the  mode  of  procuring  flaves, 
even  his  honourable  friend  near  him  (Col.  Tarleton)  had 
not  faid  that  there  was  any  thing  like  fairnefs  in  it ;  in 
his  mind,  the  leaft  difrcputable  way  of  accounting  for  the 
fupply,  would  be  to  reprefent  them  as  having  been  le- 
gally convifted  of  crimes.  If,  however,  the  number 
ihould  prove  it  to  be  impoffible  that  they  all  could  have 
been  convifted  of  crimes,  that  pretence  muft  fall  to  the 
ground.  The  whole  number,  he  ftated,  to  be  above 
eighty  thoufand  annually  !  Could  fuch  a  number  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  convi&s  ?  And  even  were  that  the  cafe,  it 
could  not  but  be  cpnfidered  as  rather  condefcending  in 
this  country,  and  rather  new  alfo,  to  take  on  itfelf  the 
talk  of  tranfporting  convifts  from  other  parts  of  the 
world,  and  thofe  iparts  barbarous  !  Were  France  or  Spain 
to  proffer  fuch  an  office  to  this  country,  they  would 
fcarcely  know  what  terms  were  adequate  to  exprefs  their 
fenfe  of  the  infult  -x  but  for  the  petty  ftates  of  Africa, 
they  accepted  it  with  fatisfa&ion  and  pleafure.  As  for 
the  fpeqific  crimes  for  which  the  negroes  were  convi&ed, 
of  witchcraft  efpecially,  they  entertained  fo  facred  a  hor- 
ror, that  being  unable  to  find  obje&s  at  hdme,  they  made, 
as  it  were,  a  cmfa.de  to  Africa,  to  exprefs  their  indig- 
nation at  the  fin.  With  refpeft  to  adultery,  to  be  fure, 
they  did  not  go  to  Africa,  becaufe  the  crime  was  not  to 
be  met  with  in  this  country  ;  their  averfion,  however, 
to  that  crime  was  fuch,  that  though  it  might  be  thought 
fomewhat  fevere,  left  it  mould  efcape  puniftiment,  they 
degraded  themfelves  into  executioners — of  fo  defpicable 
a  nature  muft  be  the  beft  poflible  defence  of  which  that 
execrable  traffic  would  admit, 

Laft  feffion,  we  were  cajoled,  and  taught  to  believe 
that  fomething  would  be  early  brought  forward.  '  Have 
we  not  paffed  a  year,  and  nothing  has  been  done  ?*  Are 
we  to  be  ftill  deluded  and  betrayed  ?  All  our  promifes  are 
vaniflied  into  fmoke  and  air,  and  the  Africans  continue 
to  beopprefled,  plundered,  and  murdered.  It  is  exceed- 
ingly hard,  that  becaufe  we  fuffered  our  credulity  to  be 
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impend  ^n  laft  feflion,  we  fliould  this  day  be  infultcd  by 
a  fimilar  mode  of  fubterfuge.  Why  was  not  the  fyftem 
of  moderation  propofed  then  ?  Why  were  we  not  enter- 
tained by  the  propofition  for  a  gradual  abolition  ?  He 
feared  that  had  not  the  queftion  been  renewed,  this  mea- 
fure  of  gradual  abolition  would  never  have  been  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Fox  then  proceeded  to  a  ftatement  of  fa&s.  In 
one  part  of  the  evidence,  they  found  that  a  well-known 
black  trader  brought  a  girl  to  a  flave  fliip  for  fale  ;  fbme 
perfons  afterwards  went  on  board,  and  discovered  the 
girl ;  they  learned  who  the  trader  was  that  fold  her,  and 
went  and  carried  him  to  the  ihip,  and  fold  him  for  a 
flave.  "  What!?'  faid  the  trader,  "do  you  buy  me, 
"  grand  trader  ?"  "  Yes,"  replied  the  Captain,  "  I 
"  will  buy  you  or  any  one  elfe  ;  if  they  will  fell  you,  I 
"  will  purchafe  you."  On  the  firft  view  of  this  fa£,  it 
appeared  to  be  a  piece  of  moil  bare-faced  villainy,  but 
on  examining  the  fubjedt,  it  would  be  feen  that  what 
had  happened  in  that  cafe  was,  and  ever  muft  be,  the 
common  and  ordinary  conduct  that  refulted  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  trade.  How  could  the  Captain  know 
or  decide  who  was  the  real  owner  of  the  girl?  He  had 
given  the  fame  anfwer  in  that  cafe  as  he  muft  give  in 
every  inftance,  namely,  M  I  cannot  know  who  has  a 
"  right  to  fell  ;  it  is  no  affair  of  mine  ;  I  cannot  enter 
"  into  thefe  controverfies.  If  any  man  offers  me  a  flave, 
"  my  rule  is  to  buy  him,  and  alk  no  queftions."  That 
fuch  was  the  method  of  carrying  on  that  execrable  traf- 
fic, and  that  perpetual  wars  were  created  for  the  purpofe 
of  fupplying  the  European  flave  trade,  were  indifputable 
fa£ts  ;  and  he  challenged  any  man  to  controvert  them. 
He  then  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  what 
had  happened  in  the  river  Cameroon.  That  affair,  he 
faid,  came  out  upon  an  adHon  tried  before  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  on  the  ift  of  March  laft,  before  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  Loughborough.  It  was  brought  by  one 
Macdowal  againft  Gregfon  and  Co.  for  wages  due  to  the 
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plaintiff.  The  fafts  were  diretftly  in  iflue,  fo  that  the 
Committee,  by  a  ft  range  fortuity  of  events,  had  a  judi- 
cial proof  of  the  whole  tranfadtion  ;  containing;  among 
others,  the  following  important  circumftances  : 

A  Chieftain,  of  the  name  of.Quarfno,  who  meant  to  ex- 
ecute his  revenge  upon  the  (lave  Captain  for  the  favage  vio- 
lence that  he  had  before  committed,  went  to  him,  and  faid, 
"  I  want  to  go  up  the  country  to  make  trade,  you  will  help 
"  me  by  giving  me  fome  arms  and  gunpowder. "  The  pro- 
pofal  was  dire&ly  agreed  to.  Had  the  Chief  meant  to  decieve 
the  Captain,  when  he  made  this  propofition,  he  would  have 
ufed  fome  fort  of  arty  and  not  have  offered  a  propofition  fo  ex- 
traordinary that  it  would  alarm  the  CaptaiYi's  fufpicions.  He 
would  have  mentioned  fome  reafoti  for  his  propofition  that  < 
was  common  and  natural  ;  his  plea,  therefore,  of  borrowing 
arms  to  make  trade  (that  is  war  for  trade)  was  the  natural  plea, 
and  therefore  fucceeded.  It  was  fo  ufual  that  the  Captain 
immediately  confented,  as  it  were,  through  habit,  to  grant 
hisrequiiition,  which  he  himfelf  declared,  he  had  often  grant- 
ed before,  and  through  the  fuccefs  of  this  fraud  his  deftiuftion 
was  accomplifhed !  In  fhort  he  again  and  again  called  on 
any  man  to  ihew  how  the  trade  could  be  carried  on,  but  by 
fuch  means  as  thofe,  for  which,  if  a  man  were  to  pra&ife 
them  in  this  country,  he  would  bepuniflied  with  death.  The 
advocates  for  the  abolition  of  that  abominable  trade,  were  ac- 
cufed  of  enthufiafm :  were  they,  heaflced,  enthufiafls,  or  fa- 
natics, becaufe  they  cried,  "  do  not  rob — abftain  from  mur- 
•*  der!"  If  by  the  tefm  enthufiafm,  was  meant  zeal  and 
warmth,  he  was  free  to  acknowledge  that  he  was  an  enthu- 
fiaft,  and  his  enthufiafm  was  that  zeal  and  warmth  which 
arofe  from  a  fenfe  of  juftice,  and  was  of  that  kind  which  made 
men  aft  with  energy  in  a  noble  caufe ;  it  was  a  zeal  and 
warmth  which  he  truflcd  he  fliould  always  pofTefs,  and  with- 
out which  nothing  great  and  praifeworthy,  had  ever  been  ef- 
fected fince  the  creation  of  the  world.  In  fuch  energy  they 
prided  themfelves,  and  gloried.  He  could  not  admit  of  any 
c.ompromife  on  the  fubjeft ;  for  there  could  be  no  compro- 
mife  between  guilt  and  mjuittce.  Mr.  Fox  vindicated  Mr. 
Wilberforce  from  the  charge  of  unfairnefs  in  not  having  ex- 
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prefsly  dated  the  full  extent  of  his  meaning,  and  faid,  that 
though  his  words  had  not  pointed  out  immediate  abolition,  he 
had  openly  avowed  that  to  be  his  intention,  and  the  motion 
itfelf  was  unobje&ionable,  inafmuch  as  he  had  aflured  them, 
that  when  he  fhould  bring  in  his  bill,  he  fhould  leave  it,  li- 
able to  amendment,  though  it  was  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  be  difpofed  to  fill  up  tho 
blanks  in  the  manner  correfpondent  to  his  own  ideas.  The 
queftion  then,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  was  only,  whether  the  Houfe 
were  ready  to  declare,  that  the  flave  trade  (hould  be  abolifhed 
at  fome  period  or  other  ;  fome  might  be  for  fix  years  ;  fome 
for  twelve,  and  others  for  fix  months,  but  all  who  were  for 
the  abolition  at  all,  ought  certainly  to  vote  for  the  motion. 
When  the  bill  came  into  the  Committee,  any  gentleman 
might  move  for  a  (hort  period  ;  for  his  part,  he  thought  it 
ought  to  be  immediately.  Some  might  think  of  2,  3,  6,  10, 
or  20  years ;  in  his  mind,  it  might  as  well  be  a  thoufand. 
Thofe  who  were  againft  the  immediate  abolition,  he  remark- 
ed, feemed  to  incline  to  give  weight  to  the  majority  of  laft 
year ;  whereas  by  the  means  he  propofed,  they  would  put  an 
end  to  that  majority.  He  had  hoped,  that  they  would  have 
done  fomething  even  in  the  fmalleft  degree  towards  obtaining 
the  objeft ;  but  thofe  hopes  had  entirely  failed.  An  honour- 
able gentleman  had  faid,  that  they  would  foon  find  the  trade 
abolilhed :  he  believed  fo  too — petitions  had  been  prefented  to 
the  Houfe,  whofe  prayer  could  not  be  refilled,  and  the  Pub- 
lic, who  had  been  enlightened  by  the  evidence,  and  by  the 
publications  of  the  fociety  in  the  Old  Jewry,  had  (hewn  a  fo- 
licitude  and  zeal  on  the  fubjeft,  which  could  not  fail  of  ac- 
complifhing  its  objeft.  He  was  old  enough  to  recolleft  fup- 
porting  petitions  on  a  variety  of  occafions,  and  knew  not  on 
what  principle  they  could  be  fpoken  of  flightingly,  unleft 
where  aSual  evidence  could  be  brought  of  improper  pradtices, 
fuch  as  forged  names,  or  of  men  having  been  led  by  fraudu- 
lent means  to  fign  them.  Of  this  he  was  certain,  that  the 
table  was  never  loaded  with  petitions,  but  where  the  people 
of  England  felt  an  a&ual  grievance,  and  where  the  Houfe 
ought  to  feel  itfelf  bound  to  give  a  remedy.  One  honourable 
gentleman  had  faid,  he  had  letters  to  (hew,,  that  fome  of  tha 
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petitions  Contained  falfe  names ;  how  did  he  know,  but  that 
the  letters  themfelves  were  falfe  ?  It  was  abfurd  to  fuppofe, 
that  fuch  a  number  of  petitions  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom 
could  have  been  fabricated  :  if  they  were,  why  had  they  not 
as  many  fabricated  for  the  prefervation  of  the  trade  ?  •  So  they 
might,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  ;  but  the  people 
on  their  fide  of  the  queftion  would  not  condefcend  to  ufe 
fuch  means.  If  any  flave  traders,  or  Captains,  could  have 
been  found  bafe  enough  to  fign  falfe  names  to  petitions,  or  to 
aflc  others  to  fign  them  on  falfe  reprefentations,  they  might, 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  have  had  their  table  co- 
vered with  petitions  on  their  fide  of  the  queftion  ;  but  the  rea- 
fon  that  they  had  none  of  their  petitions,  was,  that  deteftion 
would  have  been  eafy.  It  muft  be  equally  eafy  to  dete&  any 
forgeries  that  might  be  committed  on  the  fide  of  the  queftion 
on  which  he  fpoke.  Gentlemen  had  faid  that  there  was  no 
neceffity  to  adopt  violent  meafures  on  the  occafion,  for  that 
the  flave  trade  would  foon  arrive  at  a  natural  period  by  the  ci- 
vilization of  Africans.  It  was,  he  contended,  impoflible ; 
as  long  as  that  accurfed  traffic  continued,  there  could  be  no 
civilization.  That  was,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  the  very  refinement 
of  cruelty ;  they  created  every  kind  of  immorality,  and 
rendered  the  people  favages,  and  then  faid,  thofe  men  were 
fo  favage,  that  it  was  bettering  their  condition  to  tranfport 
them  as  flaves  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

Mr.  Fox  mentioned  St.  Domingo  and  its  late  difaftrous 
fituation.  The  recent  unfortunate  occurrences  there  arofe 
from  the  oppreffion- of  their  matters  having  rendered  the  flaves 
cruel  and  ferocious  ;  and  he  warned  the  Committee  of  the  dan- 
ger of  fimilar  events  happening  in  our  iflands,  unlefs  the  flave 
trade  were  abolifhed.  He  took  notice  of  Mr  I  Long's  Hiftory 
of  Jamaica,  in  which  that  gentleman  exprefles  the  propriety 
of  prohibiting  the  farther  importation  of  negroes,  inafmuch  as 
almoft  all  the  mifchiefs  committed  in  the  iflands,  were  com- 
mitted by  the  new  flaves.  The  abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  by 
rendering  the  mafters  more  kindin  their  treatment,  would  not 
only  do  away  apprehenfions  of  infurreAion,  but  have  a  far- 
ther good  effeft  on  even  our  own  iflands ;  and  when  that  happy 
change  fliould  have  arrired,  they  would,  he  obferved,  be  able 
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to  depend  on  the  Creole  blacks  for  the  defence  of  their  coun* 
try,  as  much  as  on  the  whites  themfelves.  He  might  be  afked, 
why  are  you  fo  tender  of  the  negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
fo  regardlefs  of  their  African  brethren  ?  He  did  not  afk  for  any 
tendernefs  to  the  people  of  Africa  ;  he  only  begged  them  not 
to  rob  and  murder  them,  to  gratify  their  avarice.  There  was 
an  argument  which 'had  not  been  ufed  at  all,  but  which  wa$ 
the  foundation  of  the  whole  bufinefs ;  he  meant  the  difference 
of  colour,  Suppofe,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  a  Briftol  fhip  were  to  go 
to  any  part  of  France,  where  the  utmoft  fury  of  civil  war  is 
j-eported  to  prevail,  and  the  democrats  were  to  fell  the  arifto* 
crats,  or  vice  verfa,  to  be  carried  to  Jamaica,  or  any  other 
ifland  in  the  Weft  Indies,  to  be  fold  for  flaves  ;  fuch  a  tranf* 
action,  he  imagined,  would  ftrike  every  man  with  horror,  and 
why  ?  Becaufe  they  were  of  our  colour.  On  that  point,  he 
would  quote  no  lefs  an  author  than  Ariftotle,  who,  deep  as 
were  his  refearches  in  general,  and  acute  as  were  his  obfer- 
vations,  yet  in  regard  to  that  matter  fays,  "  The  Barbarians, 
"  (many  of  whom  were  of  the  fame  colour)  are  of  a  different" 
"  race  of  mankind,  and  born  to  be  the  flaves  of  the  Greeks.'* 
Were  "the  prefentTace  of  man  more  wife  than  he,  afked  Mr. 
Fox  ?  He  believed  not.  Could  any  juftification  be  offered  for 
fuch  a  practice,  that  genius,  he  thought,  would  have  been  the 
firft  to  difcover  it,  Ariftotle  faw  dpmeftic  tyranny  exercifed 
in  an  extreme  degree  in  a  State,  where  political  tyranny  would 
#ot  have  been  endured,  and  being  unable  to  account  for  it  on 
any  principle  of  reafon,  but  feeing  that  fuch  was  the  practice, 
and  a  pra&jce  too  univerfal  to  be  fuccefsfully  oppofed,  he 
therefore  endeavoured  to  perfuade  his  countrymen,  that  as  the 
Barbarians  had  been  conquered  by  them,  they  were  of  an  infe- 
rior fpecies,  and  deftined  to  be  the  flaves  of  the  Greeks. 

Such  a  cuftom  could  not  be  now  tolerated  ;  and  as  to  the 
pretext  that  what  would  be  great  cruelty  to  us,  who  profefs 
ftrong  feelings  and  cultivated  minds,  would  be  not  injurious 
tp  thofe  who  were  ignojant  and  uncivilized,  it  was  the  freight 
of  arrogance,  and  the  foundation  of  endlefs  tyranny.  Mr, 
Fox  notjeed  the  mention  that  had  been  made  of  the  tranfpor- 
tation  of  convicts  to  Botany  Bay,  and  faid,  that  the  hardfhips 
of  the  paflage  would  appear  lefs  extraordinary,  when  it  was 
known  that  the  tranfportation  wa$  undertaken  by  flave  m&- 
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chants  and  flave  captains,  and  that  a  part  of  the  mifery  of  the 
convicls  was  the  effect  of  flave-fetters  being  ufed  inftead  of 
thofe  employed  in  general  for  convi&s.     The  matter,  he  trad- 
ed, would  be  taken  up  ferioufly  by  Government,  and  properly 
examined  into.     To  prove  that  wars  were  made  folely  for  the 
purpofe  of  obtaining  flaves,  he  related  a  ftory,  which,  he  faid, 
he  had  read  long  before  any  queftion  was  agitated.     It  was 
that  of  an  African,  who  had  been  educated  in  the  Mahometan 
religion,  and,  taught  both  to  read  and  write.     He  was  a  man 
of  letters,  arid  of  the  firft  rank  ;  but  was  taken  in  one  of  thofe 
wars,  and  fent  on  board  an  Englifh  trader,  by  which  he  was 
conveyed  to  Maryland,  and  fortunately  fold  to  a  humane  maf- 
ter,  who  tranfmitted  his  cafe  to  England,  where  it  was  taken 
into  confideration,  and  he  was  in  confequence  redeemed  and 
fent  home  to  Africa.     Had  this  man,  with  all   his  learning, 
and  other  advantages,  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  common  maf- 
ter,  he  might  have  worn  out  his  life  in  that  Egyptian  bondage 
that  puts  an  end  to  thoufands.     Upon  the  whole,  he  mould 
give  his  opinion  of  the  traffic  in  a  very  few  words.     He  be- 
lieved it  to  be  impolitic  ;  he  knevv  it  to  be  inhuman  ;  he  was 
certain  it  was  unjuft.     He  thought  it  fo  inhuman,  that,  if  the 
plantations  could  not  be  cultivated  without  it,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  juftice  and  humanity,  they  ought  nt>t  to  be  carried  on 
at  all.     Were  the  objefts  even  brute  animals,  no  man  would 
expofe  them  to  be  treated  with  fuch  wanton  cruelty.     If  the 
objects  of  the  traffic  were  wholly  inanimate,  no  honeft  men 
would  engage  in   a  trade  founded  on  principles  of  injuftice. 
Upon  thele  grounds,  therefore,  he  ftated  there  was  a  neceflity 
for  putting  an  immediate  end  to  it. 

As  foon  as  the  amendment  had  been  ftated  by  Sir  William 
Dolben  from  the  chair, 

Mrv  DUNDAS  rofe  to  explain,  but  chiefly,  to  bring  his 
proportion  to  a  point,  by  inferting  the  word  "  gradually''  in 
the  amendment,  which  he  moved  accordingly. 

Mr.  JENKINSON  commenced  his  fpeech,  by  expref- 
fing  the  regret  he  felt,  whenever  he  differed  from  thofe  with 
whom  he  was  M  the  habit  of  a&ing ;  but  he  mould  think  he 
was  a&ing  inconfiftently  with  that  duty  which  he  owed  his 
conftitaents  and  his  country,  if,  after  having  formed  a  de- 
cided opinion  on  fo  .great  and  important  a  queftion  as  that 
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which  was  then  before  the  Houfe,  any  motives  whatever 
fhould  pJevent  him  from  delivering  that  opinion,  and  from 
fupporting  it  with  fuch  arguments  as  might  appear  to  himde- 
cifive  on  the  fubjeft. 

In  rifing  to  oppofe  the  propofitions  that  had  been  made,  he 
felt  that  he  laboured  undsr  every  poffible  difficulty.  He  rofe, 
hot  only  to  oppofe  a  meafure,  generally  believed  to  be  popu- 
lar, but  which  was  fupported  by  a  greater  combination  of 
abilities  than  was  ever  united  on  any  .one  fubjeft,  on  which  a 
difference  of  opinion  could  reasonably  exift.  Feeling,  as  he 
did,  his  own  inability  to  contend  with  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  fpoken  laft,  all  that  he  could  do  was,  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  as  briefly  as  polfible,  to  what 
he  conceived  to  be  the  real  ftate  of  the  queftion  ;  and  he  hop- 
ed that  the  Committee  would  be  influenced  in  their  decifion, 
rather  by  the  weight  of  argument,  than  by  any  ingenuity  or 
eloquence  with  which  it  might  be  fupported. 

He  proceeded  to  obferve,  that  the  opinions  of  thofe  who 
were  adverfe  to  the  abolition,  had  in  general  been  unfairly 
ftated.  It  had  been  circulated  that  their  opinion  was  found- 
ed on  principles  of  policy,  as  oppofed  to  principles  of  hu- 
manity; on  no  fuch  ground  was  he  difpofed  to  refift  the 
abolition,  If  it  could  be  clearly  made  out  that  the  interefts 
of  humanity  were  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  proportion, 
Heaven  forbid !  Mr,  Jenkinfon  exclaimed,  that  any  mo- 
tives of  policy  fhould  prevent  our  adopting  it.  But  if,  on 
the  contrary,  it  fhould  appear,  that  the  caufe  of  humanity 
was,  in  fa6t,  agamft  the  abolition,  he  trufted  then  that  the 
very  fame  principles  which  would  in  the  one  cafe  have  in- 
duced the  Committee  to  adopt  the  propofition,  would  then 
induce ^them  to  unite  with  him  in  oppofing  it.  He  defired, 
however,  to  be  under  flood,  when  he  faid  that  the  caufe  of 
humanity  wasagainft  the  abolition — if  the  queftion  was  not, 
Whether  the  trade  was  originally  founded  in  injuftice  and 
oppreffion  ?  He  admitted  it  was.  The  queftion  was  not, 
whether  the  trade  was  abftra&edly  in  itfelf  an  evil.  He  ad- 
mitted it  to  be  fo.  But  whether,  under  all  the  circum- 
ftanxes  of  thecal^  any  confiderable  advantage  would  arife 

lis 
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to  a  number  of  our  fellow  creatures,  from  the  abolition  of 
the  trade  taking  place  in  the  Planner  in  which  it  had  been 
propofed  ? 

The  fubjeft,  he  obferved,  from  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  treated,  naturally  divided  itfelf  into  three  points  of 
view. 

1.  The  fituation  of  the  negroes  on  the  coaft  of  Africa. 

2.  Th?ir  fituation  in  the  Middle  Paffage. 

3.  Their  fituation  in  the  Weft-India  iflands;  and  how 
far,  in  each  of  thefe  relpeflive  fituations,  their  condition 
was  likely  to  be  benefited  by  the  meafure  which  had  beea 
propofed  ? 

Difpofed  as  he  might  be,  not  entirely  to  agree  with  the 
flatement  that  had  been  made,  of  the  fituation  of  the  ne- 
groes in  Africa,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  feft  any  argu- 
ment on  that  ground.  He  was  ready  to  admit  that  their  fi- 
tuation was  miferable,  that  their  miferies  were  in  a  great 
meafure  occafiontd  by  the  flave  trade,  and  that  if  that  trade 
was  univerfally  abolifhed,  very  great  benefit  would -confe- 
quently  accrue  to  the  inhabitants  of  Africa.  No  perfon 
would,  however,  pretend  td  afTert,  that  whatever  may  be 
the  calamities  fuffered  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  continent, 
thofe  calamities  arife  from  the  trade,  as  carried  on  bv  Great 
Britain  only.  Other  countries  muft,  of  courfe,  o£cafion 
as  much  of  thofe  evils,  as  we  do ;  and  if  the  abolition  of  the 
trade  on  our  part  /hould  prove  only  the  transfer  of  it  into 
the  hands  of  thofe  countries,  very  little  benefit  could  acrue 
tp  the  negroes  from  our  humanity* 

What  then,  is  the  probability  of  our  example  being  fol- 
lowed by  thofe  countries  who  have  a  confiderable  {hare  in 
the  trade  ?  Five  years  have  now  elapfed  fince  the  difpofi* 
tion  of  a  confiderable  part  of  this  country  has  manifefted  it- 
felf in  favour  of  the  abolition.  Sufficient  time,  then,  has 
been  given,  to  enable  us  to  judge,  whether  other  countries 
are  likely  to  fecond  our  efforts. 

Have  the  Portuguefe  fl>ewn  any  difpofjtion  to  follow  Qt*r 
exatpple?  Faffrojpitf 
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Have  the  Dutch  ?    He  was  very  much  mifinformed  if 
'  there  were  not  agents  from  Holland  at  this  very  time  in  this 
country  who  were  negotiating  with  per  Cons  concerned  in 
the  trade,  and  who  were  defirous  of  giving  all  poffible  en- 
couragement to  them  if  we  ibould  abandon  it. 
Have  the  Spaniards  ? 

On  the  contrary,    it  will  appear  that  they  immediately 
took  advantage  of  our  difpofltion,  and  gave  every  poffible 
encouragement  to  the  trade,  by  offering  a  bounty  orrthe  im- 
portation of  flaves. 
Have  the  French  ? 

They  who  have  carried  fanaticifm,  -and  their  ides  of  ii» 
berty,  to  an  extent  as  yet  unheard  of;*  have  they  (hewn 
any  difpofltion  to  imitate  our  conduit  in  this  particular? 

The  meafure  was  certainly  propofed  in  the  National  Af- 
fembly,  but  was  rejected ;  nay,  not  only  reje£ted,  but  the 
bounty  on  the  importation  of  flaves,  as  an  encouragement  tp 
the  trade,  has  been  continued.  > 

He  faid,  he  mould  not  have  been  furprifed  if  fomc  of 
thefe  countries  had  thought  it  politic  to  pretend  to  have  a 
fimilar  difpofltion  with  ourfelves,  and  after  having  inducoi 
us  to  abolifli  tJWtrade,  they  had  availed  themfelves  of  our 
difpofltion  to  humanity.  But  when  they  have  not  only 
lhewn  no  difpofltion  to  aboltfh,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every 
difpofltion  to  encourage  it,  he  had  a  right  to  infer,  that  the 
abolition  of  the  trade,  on  our  pajt,  would  be  only  the 
transfer  of  it  into  the  hands  of  thofe  countries. 

On  great  political  queftions,  where  important  interefts 
are  involved,  it  would  in  general  haye  been  thought  fuffi- 
cient  to  be  able  to  prove,  that  no  benefit  was  likely  to  arife 
tothofe  to  whom  we  were  defirous  of  affording  relief;  but 
if  he  could  proceed  farther ;  if  he  could  prove,  not  only  that 
no  advantage,  but  that  a  great  difadvantage  would  arife  to 
the  negroes,  from  the  meafure  that  is  propofed,  no^doubt 
could  then  remain  on  the  mind  of  any  perfon,  who  did  not 
prefer  fpeculative  to  pradical  humanity,  refpe&ing  the  pro** 
prjety  pf  reje&ing  it. 
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The  mortality  on  board  the  Englifli  (hips  trading  from 
Africa  was,  previous  to  the  regulating  bill,  four  and  an 
eight  per  cent.  Since  that,  it  had  been  reduced  to  a  little 
snore  than  three  per  cent. 

The  mortality  on  board  French  (hips  trading  from  the 
fame  quarter  is  near  ten  per  cent. — to  that  there  is  a  morta- 
lity of  nearly  feven  per  cent,  more  on  board  French,  than 
on  hoard  Englifh  (hips. 

The  mortality  in  Dutch  fliips  is  from  five  to  feven  per 
cent. 

The  mortality  on  boa'rd  Portuguefe  fhips  is  lefs  than  either 
on  the  French  or  Dutch  ihips,  but  more  than  on  Englifh 
(hips,  fince  the  regulating  bill. 

Let  us  then,  he  obferved,  confider,  what  would  be  the 
conference  of  the  abolition  of  the  trade  on  our  part. 

Do  we  regret  thfc  deaths,  dp  we  regret  the  cruelties  that 
are  faid  to  have  been  committed  ?  Thofe  deaths,  and  thofe 
cruelties  would  be  more  than  doqbled  if  we  were  to  abolifli 
the  trade. 

Suppofe  the  cafe,  as  it  really  (lands,  was  to  be  fubmitted 
to  the  Africans?  fuppofe  we  were  to  confult  their  inclina- 
tions on  the  fubje£l,  what  do  we  believe  would  be  their  an- 
fwer;  miferable  as  to  them  the  trade  migljt  be;  numerous 
as  the  calamities  they  fuffer  from  it  ?  "  Jf  other  countries 
u  are  not  difpofed  to  unite  with  you  in  aboliflyng  it,  for  our 
u  lakes  do  you  continue  it;  for  whatever  may  be  the  evils 
€C  we  fufFer  from  it,  the  trade  carried  on  by  other  countries, 
€€  when  compared  to  the  trade  carried  on  by  you,  is  as  evil 
€€  when  compared  to  good" 

He  was  ready  to  admit  that  there  was  one  anfwer,  which 
would  probably  be  made  to  this. 

Great  Britain  trades  not  only  for  her  own  iflands,  but  in 
fome  degree  for  thofe  of  other  countries.  No  good,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  evil,  would  be  the  confequence,  to  thofe  ne- 
groes which  we  carry  into  the  foreign  Weft-India  iflands. 
But  as  the  trade  between  Africa  and  our  Weft-India  iflands 
would  then  be  flopped,  and,  as  confequentty  a  fmaller 
number  of  negroes  would  then  be  wanted,    than,  thofe 
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s 

which  are  dcmanded<at  prcfent,  fome  degree  of  good  would 
accrue  to  the  people  of  Africa  from  the  abolition  of  the  trade 
on  our  paru 

In  anfwer  to  this  argument,  he  obferved,  that  as  the 
Weft-India  planters  purchafed  negroes  at  prefent,  notwith- 
standing the  greatnefs  of  their  price,  he  had  a  right  to  in- 
fer, that  they  rfiought  it  for  their  intereft  to  purchafe  them, 
and  that  confequently,  even  after  the  abolition  of  the  trade 
on  our  part,  they  would  not  fail  to  purchafe  them.  The 
point  then  to  be  confidered  was,  what  is  the  probability  of 
their  being  able  to  fmuggle? 

The  Committee  may,  in  a  grert  meafure,  judge  of  this 
from  the  evidence  already  before  them. 

By  the  evidence  it  appears  that  a  great  number  of  flaves 
have  been  dandeftinely  ftolen,  from  time  to  time,  out  of 
our  iflands,  and  carried  into  the  foreign  Weft-India  i (lands. 
It  appears  that  fe-veral  hundreds  were  ftolen,  within  a  very 
fhort  period,  from  Jamaica,  and  carried  into  Cuba.  Thefe 
facls,  he  obferved,  might  furprife  the  Houfe,  as  it  was 
clearly  the  intereft  of  all  the  planters  to  prevent  the  fmug- 
gling,  if  poflible.  But  if  other  countries  were  ab%  to  fmug- 
gle flaves  out  of  the  ifland,  when  it  Was  the  intereft  of  every 
planter  and  overfeer  to  prevent  that  pra&ice — it  follows, 
that  there  would  be  very  little  difficulty  in  fmuggling  flaves 
into  the  i fluids,  where  it  would  be^ for  the  intereft  of  every 
planter  and  overfeer  to  promote  it.  The  confequence  then, 
he  faid,  of  the  abolition  of  the  trade  on  our  part,  would  be 
only  the  transferring  it  into  the  hands  of  other  nations,  who 
would  carry  it  on  at  a  much  greater  difadvantage  to  the  Af- 
ricans, and  who  would  acquire  the  advantage  and  profit  to 
themfelves  of  fupplying  our  iflands  with  flaves. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee,  he  p/oceeded  to  obferve, 
wa*  next  called  to  the  flate  of  the  negroes  in  the  Weft-In- 
dia iflands;  and  much  had  been  faid  under  this  head; _ of  the 
cruelties  they  fufFered,  and  of  the  hard  labour  they  were 
obliged  to  undergo.  Tales  of  oppreflion  had  been  told,  and 
narratives  of  ill  ufage  had  been  related,  which  muft  un- 
doubtedly, ftiock  the  feelings  of  all  who  heard i them;   but 
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was  it  fair,  he  afked,  to  infer  from  extraordinary  inftances, 
the  general  bad  ufage  of  the  flaves  ?  Suppofe  that  in  the 
beft  cultivated  government,  a  colle&ion  was  to  be  made  of 
the  different  abufes  and  cruelties  that  had  been  committed 
for  a  feries  of  years  ;  fuppofe  that  in  this  country  fuch  a 
colle&ion  had  been  made,  and  after  the  brilliant  panegyric 
that  was  made  fome  time  ago  on  our  excellent  conftitution, 
feme  perfon  had  rifen  up,  and  had  dated  thefe,  as  proofs 
that  our  conftitution  was  very  different  from  vvhat  it  had 
been  defcribed;  ftiould  we  have  thought  ourfelves  jqftified 
in  inferring  from  a  certain  number  of  extraordinary  in- 
ftances, that  we  lived  under  a  government  oppreffive  and 
tyrannical  ?  Should  we  not  rather  have  anfwered,  that  in 
the  moft  perfect  fyftem  which  the  human  intellect  is  capa- 
ble of  forming,  fome  weaknefles,  fome  defe&s  mud  neceffa* 
rily  exift;  and  that  it  was  unfair  to  draw  inferences  from 
extraordinary  examples,  to  the  prejudice-  of  any  fyftem 
whatever  ?  Having  put  this  in  the  ftrongeft  light,  he  faid, 
he  had  a  right  to  draw  the  fame  inference  with  refpeft  to 
the  ftate  of  the  flaves  in  the  Weft-India  iflands,  who,  from 
being  flave%,  were  neceffarily  expofed  to  certain  peculiar  dis- 
advantages. He  had  a  right  to  draw  that  inference,  pro- 
vided he  could  prove,  that,  notwithftanding  any  particular 
exception,  the  general  behaviour  of  the  planters  or  over- 
feers  towards  the  flaves,  could  not  have  been  fuch  as  the 
friends  to  the  abolition  had  defcribed  it  to  be. 

Evidence  has  certainly  been  adduced,  on  both  fides,  and 
he  fhould  not  be  afraid;  if  it  were  neceflary,  to  oppofe  the 
evidence  of  thofe  who  have  appeared  in  favour  of  the  plan- 
ters, againft  any  evidence  which  bad  been  adduced  on  the 
other  fide.  He  fhould  not  be  afraid  to  oppofe  fuch  charac- 
ters as  Lord  Rodney,  Admiral  Barrington,  Admiral  Hot- 
ham,  Sir  Jofhua  Rowley,  &c.  againft  any  authorities, 
however  refpefitable,  who  may  have  come  forward  in  favour 
of  the  abolition.  But  on  no  fuch  evidence  was  it  his  inten- 
tion to  reft  the  argument;  there  were  fafls  in  fupport  of 
that  evidence,  which  muft  leave  it  without  doubt  on  tho 
minds  of  the  Committee* 
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Previous  to  the  year  1730,  the  mortality,  and  confe- 
quently  the  decreafe  of  the  flaves,  in  the  Weft  -India  iflands, 
was  very  confiderable. 

From  the  year  1730,  to  the  year  1755,  the  deaths  were 
reduced  to  only  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  more  than  the 
births.  From  the  year  1755,  to  the  year  1768,  they  were 
reduced  to  only  one  and  three-fourths  itiore  than  the  births. 
From  the  year  1768,  to  the  year,  1788,  they  were  reduced 
to  only  one  per  cent.  This  then,  on  the  firft  view  of  the 
fubjeft,  muft  prove  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  fitu- 
ation  of  flaves  in  former  times,  their  condition  has  been  gra- 
dually improved. 

But  if  weconfider  the  peculiar  difadvantages  under  which 
they  labour,  if  weconfider  the  fmall  proportion  of  females 
with  refpeft  to  males,  the  hurricanes,  and  famines  which 
have  been  the  confequence  of  thofe  hurricanes,  and  which 
have  fwept  away,  in  a  fhort  period,  thoufands  of  lives;  if 
we  confidered  thus,  that  every  natural  obftacle  feemed  to 
combine  to  prevent  the  increafe  of  the  flaves,  we  muft  have 
judged  it  phyfically  impoflible  that  they  fhould  have  in- 
creafed  in  the  manner,  and  to  the  degree  to  which  they  have 
increafed,  if  ^he  cruel  treatment  they  had  fuffered,  and  the 
hard  labour  impofed  upon  them,  had  been  fuch  as  the  friends 
of  the  abolition  had  reprefented. 

This  ftatement,  he  obferved,  not  only  enabled  him  to 
juftify  the  Weft-India  Planters  frorp  the  afperfions  that 
had  been  thrown  out  againft  them,  but  enabled  him  like- 
wife  to  draw  ftill  more  important  conclufions;  That  as  the 
flaves  in  the  Weft-India  iflands  had,  under  the  prefent  ftate 
of  things,  gradually  increafed,  they  would  continue  to  in- 
creafe. That  very  few  years  would  pafs,  not  only  before 
the  births  were  equal  to  the  deaths,  but  l>efore  they  were 
more  numerous  than  the  deaths— That  if  this  was  likely  to 
happen  under  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  a  fortiori,  it  would 
follow  that  it  muft  take  place,  if,  by  certain  regulationsi 
the  increafe  of  the  imported  flaves  coiild  be  encouraged. 

Mr.  Jenkinfon  having  argued  this  important  part  of  the 
XubjeS  in  the  moft  forcible  manner,   then  proceeded  to 
Vol.  XXXIL  Kk 
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remark,  that  the  only  doubt  which  could  remain  on  the 
minds  of  gentlemen,  was,  whether  it  were  more  for  the  lit- 
tered of  the  planter  to  import,  or  breed;  for  if  he  fhould 
be  able  to  prove,  that  it  was  more  for  the  intereft  of  th« 
planter  to  breed,  it  would  then  follow,  that  the  moment 
the  flock  of  flaves  in  the  iflands  was  believed  by  the  plan* 
ters  to  be  fufficient,  that  moment  the  farther  importation 
niuft  neceflarily  ceafe. 

In  the  firft  place,  the  gradual  increafe  of  the  flaves,  of 
late  yeaxs,  clearly  proved  that  the  increafe  had  been  encou- 
raged  by  the  planter,  and  confequently  mull  have  conceived 
it  to  have  been  his  intereft  to  breed. 

But  he  meant  not  to  reft  the  argument  on  that  ground. 

The  price  of  flaves  was  of  late  years  become  fo  great 
(nearly,  he  believed  he  might  fay,  twice  as  great,  as  they 
were  twenty  years  ago),  that  the  planter,  on  the  grounds 
of  (Economy,  would  feel  it  his  intereft  not  to  purchafe,  if 
by  any  poflible  means  he  could  avoid  it. 

Let  us  confider,  then,  faid  he,  that  the  greateft  morta- 
lity is  on  the  newly-imported  flaves-^-that  the  difeafes  they 
bring  with  them  from  Africa,  the  difeafes  they  are  likely 
to  contrail  on  the  paflage,  the  operations  they  have  been 
faid  to  undergo  in  the  feafoning,  all  prove  the  confiderable 
rifk  there  muft  be  in  the  purchafe  of  flaves,  and  that  the 
planter  is  not  only  put  to  a  very  confiderable  expence,  but 
is  put  to  that  expence,  with  a  chance  of  very  fpeedily  lofing 
the  fruits  of  it. 

To  thefe  confiderations  others  might  be  added,  no  lefs 
important.  Slaves  bred  in  the  iflands  are  much  more  at- 
tached to  the  fpot.  They  have  been  gradually  accuftomed 
to  the  labour,  and  muft  confequently  feel  lefs  objedion  to 
the  performance  of  it.  Trained  up  likewife  in  regular  fub- 
ordination,  they  muft  of  courfebe  much  more  manageable 
than  thofe  who  are  firft  put  under  the  care  of  an  overfeer  at 
a  more  advanced  period  of  their  life. 

'  Slaves,  on  the  other  hand,  who  have  been  imported,  are 
frequently  perfons  who  have  been  convidted  of  crimes,  and 
may  confequently  be  fuch  as  no  petfon  would  be  defirous  of 
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employing,  if  he  could  poffibly  avoid  it.  Let  it  be  added 
to  all  thefe  circumftances,  that  children  are  of  the  greateft 
fervice  in  many  parts  of  the  labour,  fo  that  whilft  the  plan- 
ter muft  be  convinced,  that  they  will  be  the  moil  valuable 
Haves,  when  arrived  at  the  age  of  maturity,  he  receives  very 
confiderahle  advantage  from  them,  even  in  their  earlieft 
years. 

It  having  then  been  proved,  he  faid,  that  the  intereft  of 
the  planter  was  to  breed,  rather  than  to  import,  it  muft  fol- 
low, that  the  planters  would  be  little  lefs  than  mad,  to 
purchafe  flaves,  if  they  were  not  convinced  that  a  farther 
fupply  was  neceflary. 

But  it  had  been  faid,  that  the  births  and  the  deaths  in  the 
iflands  were  equal,  and  that  confequently  no  farther  fupply 
was  wanted. 

He  was  ready  to  admit,  that  the  births  and  deaths  were 
nearly  equal,  but  the  queftion  mud  ftill  come  to  this:  was 
the  (lock  of  flaves  in  the  iflands  fufficient  ?  Suppofe  that  in 
the  ifland  of  Jamaica  there  were  250,000  flaves,  and  fup- 
pofe,  what  he  rather  doubted,  that  number  fufficient  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  ifland;  he  yet  ventured  to  aflert,  if 
the  farther  importation  was  to  be  flopped,  that  the  number 
of  flaves  in  the  ifland  was  not  fufficient;  for  gentlemen 
feemed  to  have  forgot,  that  perfons  in  that  climate  are  fub- 
je&  to  difeafes,  of  which  we  are  ignorant,  and  which  fweep 
away  hundreds,  nay  fometimesthoufandsat  a  time.  They 
feem  to  have  forgot,  that  they  are  fubje  6ho  hurricanes  and 
famines,  which  have  the  fame  dreadful  effiefis. 

Whatever  number  of  flaves  there  was  neceflary  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  iflands,  if  farther  importation  was  to  be 
flopped,  an  extra  number  would  be  neoeflary,  in  order  that* 
in  cafe  of  any  extraordinary  mortality,  from  the  circum- 
ftances already  dated,  the  complete  ruin  of  the  planter  might 
be  prevented. 

That  the  time  would  come,  when  the  ftock  of  flaves  in 
the  ifland  would  be  fufficient,  no  perfon,  he  obferved,  who 
tad  attended  to  the  former  part  of  his  argument  could  doubt. 

That  the  flaves  had  gradually  increafed,  were  gradually  in* 
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creating,  and  that  by  certain  regulations  the  increafe  might 
be  confiderably  promoted,  muft  be  equally  obvious.  But 
thefe  were  all  confiderations  which  (hould  induce  us  to  op- 
pofe  the  abolition,  becaufe  the  event,  without  any  of  the 
evils  that  might  arife  from  the  immediate  adoption  of  that 
meafure,  muft,  in  the  natural  order  which  he  had  defcrib- 
ed,  take  place  in  the  courfe  of  a  very  ftiort  period. 

He  then  wifhed  the  Committee  to  conlider,  what  mif- 
chiefs  might  arife  from  the  planters  being  able  to  ftnuggle. 
How  dangerous  it  might  be,  that  they  fhould  depend  on 
other  nations,  and  not  on  us,  for  their  fupply  of  flaves — 
That  from  entering  into  bargains  and  contra&s,  perhaps 
even  with  our  enemies,  their  difpofitions  might  be  alienated 
from  us,  that  the  lofs  of  the  iflands  themfelves  might  be  the 
confequence;  and  not  only  the  lofs  of  fo  much  revenue, 
and  fo  much  power  to  ourfelves,  but  the  acquifition  of  that 
power,  and  that  revenue  by  our  enemies— And  why,  faid 
he,  fhould  we  expofe  ourfelves  to  fuch  a  rifk  ?  For  any 
benefit  which  would  refult  to  the  negroes  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, it  had  been  proved  that  it  would  be  a  difadvantage  to 
them. 

Let  it  likewife  be . considered,  that  we  may  deprive  our- 
selves by  thefe  means  of  the  power  of  enforcing  regulations, 
and  that  thus  the  trade  might  go  on  as  it  does  at  prefent, 
with  a  much  lefs  rapid  increafe  of  the  flaves  by  birth.—* 
This  was  however,  he  continued  to  obferve,  not  the  only 
rifk  to  which  we  were  expofing  our  colonies.  Let  us  refleft 
on  the  calamities  of  St.  Domingo,  which  have  been  im- 
puted by  the  deputies  from  that  ifland,  to  the  advocates  of 
abolition.  What  horror  could  be  defcribed,  what  ravage 
could  be  painted,  what  cruelty  could  be  committed,  which 
thofe  unfortunate  beings  had  not  fuffered  ?  And  fliould  we, 
when  principles  of  the  fame  fort  are  lurking  in  our  own 
iflands,  fhould  we  expofe  our  fellow-fubje&s  to  the  fame 
calamities,  who,  if  guilty  of  promoting  this  trade,  have  at 
leaft  been  encouraged  byeurfelves,  by  us,  who,  though 
parties  in  the  guilt,  would  in  no  adequate  degree  be  parties 
in  the  buffering  ? 
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It  had  beei>faid,  that  there  was  a  diftimSticm  between  the 
abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  and  the  emancipation  of  the 
Haves.  He  admitted  that  diftinflion*  bat  fhould  they  be 
furprifed  if  the  (laves,  who,  receiving  no  immediate  benefit 
from  the  abolition  of  the  trade,  fhould  complain  that  thefe 
principles  were  not  equally  applied  to  themfelves;  fhould 
they  be  furprifed  if  their  minds,  not  cultivated  as  our  own, 
fhould  not  feel  fo  nice  a  diftinftion,  or  at  leaft,  if  they 
did  feel  it,  would  be  too  much  interefted  to  appear  to 
do  fo. 

That  the  flave  trade  was  in  itfelf  an  evil,  he  was  ready  to 
admit.  That  the  ftate  of  flavery  itfelf  was  likewife  an  evil 
he  was  no  lefs  ready  to  admit.  That  if  the  queftion  was, 
not  to  abolifh,  but  eftablifh  them,  he,  of  all  thofe  who  pro- 
feffed  fo  much  zeal  for  the  interefts  of  humanity,  would  not 
be  the  leaft  eager  to  oppofeit;  but,  he  demanded,  were 
'  there  not  many  evils  in  this  world  which  we  fhould  have 
thought  it  our  duty  to  prevent,  yet  which,  when  once  they 
bad  taken  place,  it  was  more  dangerous  to  oppofe  than  to 
fubmtt  to  ?  The  duty  of  a  Statefrrian  was,  not  to  confider 
abftradHy  what  was  right  or  wrong,  but  to  weigh  the  dif- 
advantages  that  were  likely  to  arife  from  the  abolition  of  an 
evil,  againft  the  confequences  that  were  likely  to  arife  from 
the  continuance  of  it. 

On  this  ground  let  us  judge  of  the  prefent  queftion. 

Here  is  an  evil  which,  it  has  been  proved,  can  be  but  of. 
fhort  continuance ;  the  continuance-of  which,  by  proper 
regulations,  may  be  extremely  fhortened.  The  extirpation 
of  which,  in  (lead  of  being  productive  of  good,  would  i>e 
productive  of  eflential  harm  to  thofe  whom  it  is  meant  to  be- 
nefit; and  (hall  we,  appearing  to  prevent  the  fhort  continu- 
ance of  this  evil,  adopt  a  meafure  which  can  be  of  no  ad-i 
vantage  on  one  hand,  and  which  threatens  every  calamity 
on  the  other,  which  threatens  a  diminution  of  our  revenue,, 
and  confequently  a  ferious  misfortune  to  the  people  of  thit. 
country,  which  threatens  the  ruin  of  the  property  of  thofe 
perfons  who,  under  our  encouragement,  ^have  fettled  in  the 
Weft-India  iflands,  which  threatens  murder,   and  all  thofe 
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cruelties  which)  by  the  adoption  of  the  meafure,,  we  are  de- 
firous of  preventing. 

He  had  frequently  rejoiced  at  the  idea,  that  fomeof  thofc 
evils  which  had  exifted  in  all  ages,  and  under  all  govern- 
fnents,  were  likely,  in  the  prefent  period,  to  beabolifhed; 
that  we  lived  in  an  age  where  knowledge  had  become  more 
wiiverfal  than  in  any  former  period,  and  that,  under  the 
mild  influence  of  true  religion  and  philofophy,  fociety  was 
likely  to  receive  confiderable  improvements.  But  he  had 
always  dreaded  that  thofe  improvements  fhould  be  too  rapid  ; 
convinced  that  by  this  means  their  very  end  may  be  pre- 
vented. 

.  Violent  changes,  be  obferved,  (hake  the  frame  inftead  of 
fbppprting  it.  They  endanger  its  exiftence;  and  if  the 
constitution  outlives  the  (hock,  it  is  reflored  weak  and  en- 
feebled. Gradual  changes  ftrengthen  and  uphold  it.  The 
confluence  of  the  change,  and  not  the  change,  is  felt. 
Every  ftep  fecures  the  preceding,  and  becomes  the  founda- 
tion for  additional  improvement. 

Agreeing,  then,  moll  perfectly  with  the  friends  to  the 
abolition  in  their  end,  he  differed  with  them  only  in  the 
means  of  accomplishing  that  end.  He  was  defirous  of  do* 
log  that  gradually,  which  .they  were  defirous  of  doing 
rafhly. 

Mr.  Jenkinfon  then  alluded  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
•Dundas.  To  fome  part  of  his  propofitions  he  agreed,  but 
he  equally  differed  with  him  in  others. 

He  had  drawn  up  two  propofitions,  which  met  his  ideas 
on  the  fobjedt,  and  which,  if  the  Committee  would  give 
him  leave,  he  would  (late  to  them. 

He  then  read  his  two  propofitions,  viz.s 

4<  That  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  that  he 
"  would  be  plea  fed  to  recommend  to  the  Colonial  Affem- 
"  lies,  to  grant  premiums  to  fuch  planters  and  overfeers  as 
"  fhould  diftinguifli  themfelves  by  promoting  the  annual 
*c  increafe  of  the  (laves  by  birth.  And  likewife  to  grant 
"  freedom  to  every  female  negro  who  had  borne  and  reared 
"  up  five  children  to  the  age  of  feven  years. 
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«  2d.  That  a  bounty  of  5I.  per  bead  Be  given  to  tht 
"  mafterof  every  veffel  employed  in  the  trade  from  the  coaft 
"  of  Africa,  who  fhould  import,  in  any  cargo,  a  greater 
"  number  of  female  than  male  negroee,  not  exceeding  tht 
**  age  of  twenty-five  years." 

Mr.  Jenkinfon,  in  order,  he  faid,  that  he  might  be  en- 
abled to  bring  forward  his  proportions  in  form,  moved 
€*  That  the  Chairman  mould  leave  the  Chair.* 

Mr.  ESTWICKE,  in  a  few  words,  gave  his  opinion  m 
favour  of  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Dundas. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  began  by  declaring,  that,  although 
he  cordially  concurred  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  op- 
pofite  to  him,  in  almoft  every  point  that  he  had  dated,  he  dif- 
fered with  him  in  one  particular,  and  that  was  in  regard  to  the 
impreffion  made  on  his  mind  by  the  arguments  of  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  near  him,  and  by  thofe  ftated  by  another  right 
honourable  friend,  (the  Speaker.)  Inftead  of  conveying  to 
him  any  other  fentiments  than  thofe  of  fatisfa&ion,  they  were 
in  the  higheft  degree  fatisfaftory  ;  becaufe  they  convinced  him 
that  the  fubjeft  was  at  laft  brought  to  a  very  near  approach  to 
a  final  and  fortunate  conclufion.  Though  he  differed  from 
them,  he  was  pleafed  to  fee  that  neither  they  nor  Mr.  Jenkin- 
fon actually  approved  of  the  trade,  but  differed  only  as  to  the 
mode  and  time  of  abolifhing  it.  No  man  would  hereafter  pre- 
tend to  argue,  that  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  ought  not  to 
take  place,  however,  from  motives  of  an  interefted  or  private 
nature,  he  might  wifh  to  defer  the  day  of  its  abolition.  That 
important  and  real  calamity,  that  curfe  of  the  nation,  wag 
now  Xo  "well  Ainderftood,  and  the  difgrace  pf  it  fo  perfectly  felt, 
that  he  might  fafely  confider  that  its  fentence  was  fealed^  and 
its  doom  determined.  The  fenfe  of  the  people  was  fo  clear, 
that  no  doubt  could  be  entertained  on  the  fubje& }  and  they  had 
the  comfort  of  knowing,  that  the  horrible  traffic  of  felling  man 
to  man  mult  be  annihilated. 

He  then  proceeded  to  argue  the  whole  of  the  queftion  in  the 
view  in  which  he  had  ever  confidered  the  fubject.  A  great 
part  of  his  fpeech  he  dedicated  to  proving,  from  figures,  that 
the  population  of  the  negroes  in  our  Weft-India  iflands  wa$ 
incrcafing ;  that  nothing  had  been  found,  from  experience,  to 
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operate  fo  effe&ually  to  check  that  increafe,  as  the  importation 
of  more  African  flares ;  that  the  insreafe  was  already  arrived 
at  that  proportion,  which  promifed  an  immediate  fufficiency, 
adequate  to  all  the  neceffary  purpofes  of  cultivation  and  agri- 
culture. After  very  amply  ftating  this,  he  went  into  a  detail 
of  the  catalogue  of  calamities  entailed  on  the  wretched  Africans 
on  their  very  coafts :  he  {hewed  that  the  inevitable  confluences 
of  the  flave  trade  were  internal  wars,  rapine,  and  murder  ; 
that  the  trade  precluded  the  poflibility  of  civilization,  and  ren- 
dered the  very  idea  of  illuminating  the  minds  of  the  miferable 
Africans,  and  giving  them  notions  of  morality,  religion,  and 
virtue,  utterly  impra&icable.  He  made  a  quotation  from  Ra- 
pin,  to  prove  that  the  pra&ice  of  felling  our  fellow-creatures 
for  flaves  had  once  prevailed  in  this  ifland,  and  that  in  the  time 
of  Pope  Gregory,  a  number  of  fine  Britifh  youths  were  feen 
upon  fale  for  flaves  in  the  public  market  place  at  Rome.  He 
commented  on  this  fad  with  infinite  force  and  ingenuity,  and 
applied  it  as  a  mod  powerful  appeal  to  the  heart  of  every  Bri- 
ton, whether  after  fo  ftriking  a  proof  of  the  happy  change  that 
had  taken  place  in  this  country,  which  had  made  us.  the  feat  of 
arts,  the  center  of  commerce,  the  happieft  and  the  freeft  nation 
on  the  habitable  globe,  enjoying  liberty,  governed  and  fecured 
by  law,  and  living  under  a  conftitution  the  envy  of  furrounding 
nations,  and  the  conftant  objeft  of  their  imitation,  we  had  a 
right  to  fay  that  Africa  might  not  emerge  from  the  ftate  of  bar- 
barifm  and  ignorance  in  which  fhe  was  at  prefent  involved,  if 
we  were  to  put  an  end  to  a  praSice,  which  not  only  difgraced 
ourfelves  to  a  degree  beyond  all  powers  of  defcription,  but  put 
it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Africans  to  become  an  enlightened 
people,  as  long  as  that  pra&ice  was  continued.  If  the  fame 
conduft  had  been  followed  towards  our  anceftors,  that  we  had 
fo  long,  and  fo  improperly  adopted  towards  Africa,  which  would 
have  totally  prevented  us  from  being  in  the  fituation  of  lingular 
profperity  and  happinefs,  in  every  refpeft,  that  we  now  enjoyed, 
and  which  made  our  country  the  admiration  of  all  the  world. 

If  the  trade  was  to  be  aboliflied  at  all,  there  was  no  reaforv 
why  the  abolition  fhould  not  take  place  immediately.  The  in- 
juries we  had  done  were  great ;  and  our  atonement  fhould  be 
the  more  fpeedy.  An  argument  againft  jt  was,  that,  if  we 
abandon  the  trade,  it  would  be  taken  up  by  others.     But  of  this 
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yre  fliqulflfce  very  fure,- before  tye  adopted  any  proceedings  in 
it.  We  were  unqueftionably  the  greateft  agguegprs,  and  (fyould 
not  be  the  laft  to  (hew  out  repeatance  of  the  injury.  It  was 
certainly  our  duty  to  make  the  experiment.  There  was  no- 
thing in  the  foil,  the  climate,  or  the  manner  of  the  Africans, 
fave  only  the  manners  foe  which  they  were  indebted,  treachery 
and  artifice,  which  diftinguiftied  them  particularly  from  other 
remote  nations  to  which  out  navigators  had  made  their  way; 
yet  fuch  were  the  propenfities  which  we  taught  and  promoted 
in  them,  that  the  oldeft  of  our  difcoveries  remained  the  molt 
barbarous,  by  which  we  were  fhut  out  from  all  intercourfe 
with  the  interior  parts  of  fair  and  fruitful  colonies,  whofe  trade 
may  enrich  us,  while  we  continued  a  bafe  and  bloody  inter- 
courfe with  the  natives  of  the  coaft.  Inftead  of  this  wretched 
and  diftionourable  fyftem,  let  us  give  thefe  negroes  the  means 
of  gradually  afcending  into  civilization,  of  embracing  a  mild 
and  benevolent  religion,  of  cultivating  the  ufeful  and  orna- 
mental arts  ;  and  perhaps  weourfelves  may  live  to  fee  the  even- 
ing of  their  day  gilded  with  the  brighteft  profpeds,  from  the 
hopes  of  which  they  had  been  removed  through  many  revolv- 
ing centuries. 

He  concluded  by  dating,  that  for  the  various  reafons  he  had 
given,  the  folid  and  fubltantial  arguments  that  had  been  ufed 
both  on  this  and  former  o^cafions,  in  favour  of  the  abolition, 
he  mould  find  himfelf  obliged  to  vote  againft  the  motion  for 
adjournment,  againft  the  motion  of  amendment,  and  laftly,  if 
divifionswere  perfifted  in,  for  the  original  motion,  as  made  by 
his  honourable  friend  who  opened  the  bufinefs. 

At  length,  the  Houfe  divided  on  Mr.  Jenkihfon's  queftion  ; 
Ayes,    for  the  adjournment        -        87 
*   Noes        -        -        -        -     •    -    234 

Majority  againft  the  adjournment     147 
The  Houfe  next  divided  on  the  queftion  that  the  word  "  gra- 
dually" ftand  part  of  the  queftion  ; 

Ayes         -         -        193 

Noes         -        «v       125 

Majority      -      68 

Yol.xx^ii,  hi 
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t*a  Heufe  tfrided  a  third  doe  ^n  Ac  {utftioa  tint  $4 
mmtid  qaeftioo  be  agreed  to ; 

Aye*       *        *       $36 

Mijorltf    *     t+S 
,  Tfce  qtfteflf  an*  "  That  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  oudbf 
*»  t*  bi  gradually  abolUhed,"  was  therefore  tarried. 
iTfeHwfe  adjournal* 

Mr.  MAjNWARlttG  pittebttd  a  pctitioft  on  the  behalf  of 
the  Grand  Jury  for  the  county  of  Middlefcx*  dating  their  ap- 
JtfehenfuJrt  of  the  roifchiefs  that  may  arife  to  the  lower  claHe* 
Of  peoplfc  from  mfUrance  in  the  lottery,  and  praying  the  Houfe 
tft  take  the  fubjeft  into  coofideration,  and  take  (tab  meafures 
aft  thp  cafe  might  item  to  require* 

prdtted  to  lie  dn  the  table* 

Th*  bill  to  dif&lve  the  ttarriftge  of  Mr*  Wiimot  from  hie 
J>fefentlady*  being  propoled  for  a  firft  reading. 

Mr.  M*  A.  TAYLOR  faid,  he  wilhed  to  obtain  the  atten- 
tion of  the  ffoufe  fo|r  a  u&omenn  Several  bills  had  lately  pafled 
for  divorces  without  any  fort  of  provifion  for  the  ladies,  by 
Which  m$*ri*  they  Were  brought  to  diftrefs  ;  and  the  objeft  of 
ill  goodo***  thfttthey  might  become  virtuous,  was  defeated; 
Jbr,  frott*  the  WrctchedneJs  of  their  circumftances,  they  were 
Compelled  to  follow  an  abandoned  courfe  of  life.  He  under-* 
food  thai  fame  Isolds  obje^ed  to  any  fort  of  provifion  for  la* 
difcsf  thus  unfortunately  fituatcd-^fome  regulation  fljould  bo 
made  in  this  fcjpc#,  jfe  was  determined  to  oppofe  in  future 
fcvery  pivorce  bill*  if  it  contained  ho  provifion  for  the  lady, 
$Ie  though^  that  to  n*gtc&  them  in  that  manner  was  very  dif- 
graceful,  ftnd  therefore  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  fubinit  ferae* 
giing  on  this  fubjefi  to  th?  ftoiffe,    Tha  bill  Was  then  read, 

Th^Jfw^a^ourited* 

Thf  drdet  oC the  day  being  read  for  CQmpifttirjg  th«  lottery  bill 
*Qt  Commit?*!  of  tlje  wjjole  Ijoufc, 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  "  That  the  Speaker  do  now 
**  leave  the  Chair, 

Mr.  M,  A,  TAYLOR  faid,  he  (hould  take  the  fenfe  of  th<r 
Houfe  upon  the  prefent  fubjeft ;  but  before  he  did,  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  ftatc  his  radons  for  it,  reaforis  that  convinced  hia 
pnind  of  (he  ill  tendency  of  this  meafure.  He  did  fo  becaufe  he 
thought  the  mifchiefs  which  arofe  out  of  it  were  fo  glaring  and 
evident,  that  **f  Deeded  no  other  illuftration  than  barely  to 
ftate  them  %  and  if  the  Houfe  wo^d  allow  him,  he  would  adduce 
fads  which  woirid  caufe  them  to  paufe  awhile  before  they  af* 
ientcd  to  this  me*fijret  The  chief  objeft  which  he  had  in  view 
was  that  of  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  all  the  abufes  which 
were  occafioned  by  a  lottery.  If  this  was  granted,  the  proceed- 
ing would  be  regular  and  proper,  in  order  that  the  Honfip 
might  be  able  to  bring  the  fubjeft  to  a  condition  that  would  en* 
able  them  to  fubmit  it  to  the  view  of  the  public,  But  he  thought 
it  would  be  admitted  to  him  that  much  mifchief  did  arife  from 
the  lottery.  If  there  was  a  doubt  of  it,  and  he  wanted  any  au* 
thority  in  fupport  of  his  affertion,  he  {hould  call  on  the  Chan* 
cellar  of  the  Exchequer  himfelf,  and  he  believed  he  would  ad* 
rnit  the  evidence  of  great  parts  of  the  evil  himfelf;  he  had  fre* 
queotly  doncfo  on  former  oecafions,  and  certain  modes  of  re* 
gulation  had  been  adopted  to  prevent  it ;  but  he  appealed  to  the 
Houfe  whether  the  evil  did  not  flail  exift  in  its  utmoft  force,  and 
if  doubt  was  entertained  of  this,  he  thought  he  had  evidence  ii* 
"his  pocket  that  would  be  decifive  on  that  part  of  the  cafe.  He 
heard  ftatcd,  yefterday,  the  preferment  of  the  Grand  Juries  of 
JLondon  and  Middlefex,  relative  to  this  bufinefs ;  and  he  was 
fure,  jhat  if  the  Houfe  would  only  have  the  goodhefs  to  attend 
to  the  presentment  of  this  evil,  they  would  be  fatisfied  it  now 
odifted  in  its  fulleft  force.  He  (hould  read  two  paragraphs, 
which  would  be  a  prOff  of  it  (here  he  read  two  paragraphs  out 
of  the  pnefenfipent  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  which  fully 
fupported  his  iflertion).  He  was  fare  the  Houfe  would  1m 
content  with  this  ample  proof  of  this  mifchief,  and  would  bt 
Convinced  it  was  very  T#tll  worth  thci*  attention.  A  petition 
had  been  prefeMrd,  containing  what  he  had  jttft  read,  and 
which  the  Houfe  had  received  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table.  He  wiflied  the  Houfe  to  recoiled,  that  there  was  a 
great  degreeof  a^hority  in  the  prelcntn^tof  aGra^Juryj 

Ms 
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they  were  not  fimple  individuals,  who  dated  a  vague  opinion 
without  evidence ;  they  were  a  fet  of  men,  whofe  bufinefs  it 
was  to  perform  duties  of  the  moft  important  nature.  Their 
office  was  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  inftituted  for  the  wifeft 
ends,  for  the  benefit  of  fociety.  They  had  thought  proper  to  . 
make  this  remonftrance  to  the  Houfe,  and  he  mould  think  this 
would  have,  its  due  weight.  He  could  not  there  call  the  lottery 
a  nuifance,  becaufe  the  Houfe  had  authorized  it,  biit*he* Grand 
Jury  had  called  it  fo  in  a  Court  of  Juftice.  He  was  riot  finding 
fault  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  regulating  bill,  be- 
caufe he  thought  it  was  impoflible  to  make  an  aft  of  Parliament 
for  the  regulation  of  the  lottery,  {hat  would  not  be  evaded. 
But,  in  defence  of  lotteries  in  general,  it  had  been  faid,  that 
if  there  were  no  lottery  by  law,  fuch  was  the  temper  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  they  would  have  a  lottery  of  their  own,  and  there- 
fore it  was  right  for  Parliament  to  turn  this  incurable  temper 
for  gaming  to  the  fervice  of  the  State.  Jf  the  premifes  were 
true,  he  doubted  very  much  whether  he  mould  agree^to  the 
conclufiOn.  But  the  premifes  were  not  true.  It  was  the  lot- 
tery that  w?s  the  means  by  which  a  lure  was  held  out  to  the 
Public  to  enter  into  a  fpirit  of  gambling.  It  might  be  faid, 
perhaps,  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  abolifh  lotteries  at  home, 
unlefs  we  could  abolifh  lotteries  in  Ireland  alfo,  for  people  would 
gamble  there  more  than  they  have  hitherto  done,  in  proportion 
as  they  were  deprived  of  the  means  of  doing  fo  in  England. 
To  this  he  anfwefed,  that  if  the  mifchief  was  removed  here, 
with  the  concurrence  of  Minilters,  there  exifted  between  this 
country  and  Ireland  fuch  a  connection,  that  it  wOuld  not  be 
matter  of  difficulty  to  introduce  there,  by  die  Officers  of  Go- 
vernment, the  fame  fyftem  of  regulation.  But  thelaft  argument 
Mas  the  facility  with  which  money  was  raifed  for  the  fervice  of 
the  revenue  by  a  lottery,  and  that  it  laid  no  particular  involun- 
tary hardftiips  upon  any  individual.  He  granted  thefe  advan- 
tages were  confiderable,  but  they  had  more  or  lefs  weight  ac- 
cording to  the  aircumftances  with  which  they  were  attended* 
In  tha  courfe  of  a  long  and  expenfive  war,  when  our  expendi- 
ture exceeded  our  income  to  a  vaft  amount,  the  argument  in 
favour  of  raifing  money  by  a  lottery  might  have  fome  weight 
*  id  force,  but  he  appealed  to  the  Houfe  whether  we  were  in 
that  fitktttcm  at  prefent  or  not  f  The.  Chancellor  of  the  £*- 
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chequer  himfelfhad  ftated,  and  he  dared  fay,  trtlly,  the  in- 
creafe  and  extent  of  our  commerce,  and  the  flou rifting  ftate  of 
our  finances.  So  much  fo,  that  h&  had  a  furplus,  part  of 
which  he  had  appropriated  as  an  "addition  to  the  fund  for  the 
reduftion  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  other  for  the  reduftion 
.  of  taxes.  That  was,  150,000].  for  the  reduftion  of  taxes,  and 
the  remainder  towards  the  reduftion  of  the  debt.  He  wifhed 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  retained  the  taxes,  and 
abandoned  the  lottery.  He-  was  fure  he  would,  by  fuch 
means,  obtain  the  approbation  of  every  fober  and  difcreet  man 
in  this  country,  and  would  finally  receive  the  general  eftima- 
tion  of  the  Public,  after  they  had  coolly  and  maturely  delibe- 
rated on  the  fubjcft.  He  would  have  reafon  to  expeft,  and 
would  in  time  receive  their  thanks  for  fuch  conduft.  He  bag- 
ged the  Houfe  to  recolleft,  that  notwithftanding  all  the  efforts 
of  Minifters,  the  evils  of  the  lottery  were  not  (lopped ;  and  he 
muftconfcfs,  that  perfifting  in  this  meafure,  under  all  circum- 
ftances,  furprifed  him  :  two  or  three  years  ago  he  undsrftood 
that  a  lottery  was  intended  only  as  a  fund  to  fettle  the  claimsof 
the  American  Loyalifts,  but  now  it  was  brought  forward  as  a 
permanent  fource  of  revenue  ;  this  had  alarmed  him  exceed- 
ingly, and  fo  it  had  many  other  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe  whom 
he  had  confulted. 

The  inftitution  of  a  lottery  had  introduced  amongft  the  lower 
ranks  of  people  a  fpirit  for  gambling,  that  he  did  not  know 
how  we  could  get  rid  of.  There  were  houfes  in  feveral 
ftreets  which  he  knew,  in  Weflminfter  particularly,  and  ad- 
joining Pall  Mall,  and  part  of  the  Strand,  where  the  games  of 
faro  and  hazard  were  adapted  to  all  ranks  and  defcriptions  of 
individuals  ;  where  perfons  in  a  few  days  or  a  few  weeks  might 
be  completely  ruined.  This  was  all  owing  originally  to  the 
lottery ;  for  it  was  that  which  firft  infufed  into  the  minds  of 
the  people- fuch  a  difpofition  for  gaming  ;  it  was  true  that  thefe 
evils  might  be  removed  by  the  proper  exertion  of  Magiftrates, 
but  they  could  not  be"  totally  fupprefled  while  the  lottery  re- 
mained, for  that  always  kept  alive  a  difpofition  to  gambling, 
a  difpofition  which  Parliament  fanftioned,  and  contributed  to 
promote,  while  it  maintained  a  lottery.  They  thus  afforded 
an  encouragement  to  vice,  but  ill  fuited  to  their  char  afters  as 
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Legislators  and  guardians  of  the  public  morals.     For  thcfe  rea- 
fons,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  the  motion, 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  he  believedithe  honourable  gentleman  was 
miftaken ;  that  the  evils  he  complained  of  had  exifted,  he  be-» 
Ifeved  to  be  true,  but  he  had  reafon  to  think  they  exifted  na 
longer.  They  had  not  arifen  from  lotteries  themfelves,  but 
from  the  illegal  infurance  offices  that  had  been  opened.  Thofe 
offices  were  now  put  an  end  to,  >and  he  hoped  effectually.  Two 
or  three  years  after  pafling  the  27th  of  the  prcfent  King,  doubts 
were  entertained  as  to  the  conftru&ion  of  that  afi,  and  the. 
Commiffioners  of  the  Stamp  Office  did  not  know  precifely  how 
to  *&  ;  but  on  a  late  occafion,  they  had  taken  up  perfons  con- 
cerned in  illegal  inrurances,  and  they  were  committed  to  cut 
tody  by  the  Lord  Mayor.  Thofe  perfons  had  in  confequencc 
applied  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  for  their  habeas  corpus^ 
when  the  matter  had  then  been  folemnly  argued  in  Court,  and 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  that  the  Lord  Mayor  had  adtcd 
properly,  and  that  his  cohftru&ion  of  the  aft  of  the  27th  wat 
the  right  conftru&ion.  This  had  produced  a  moft  falutary  ef« 
fe&,  and  from  that  time  he  did  not  think  there  was  one 
illegal  office  open.  He  would  not,  he  faid,  anfwer  for  the  le- 
gal offices,  whether  they  had  been  guilty  of  illegal  infurances 
or  not ;  but  all  he  meant  to  fay  was,  that,  as  far  as  he  knew, 
there  was  not  an  illagal  infurance  office  remaining,  Therje  had, 
he  faid,  been  a  number  of  perfons  officiating  in  fuch  offices  ta- 
ken up,  and  every  one  of  them  carried  before  the  Lord  Mayor* 
who  committed  them  as  rogues  and  vagabonds,  agreeable  toths 
language  of  the  law ;  and  they  were  now  fuffering  confinement. 
He  fpoke  of  the  exertions  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Stamp 
Office  to  prevent  illegal  infurances,  and  faid  he  believed  they 
had  an  authority,  when  any  man  of  whom  they  had  an  unfa- 
vourable opinion,  applied  for  a  licence  to  open  a  lottery  office, 
to  refufe  him  fuch  licence  ;  if  they  had  not  fuch  an  authority 
already,  a  fmall  alteration  in  the  bill  would  give  it  to  them, — 
But  if  there  were  no  lotteries  here,  Mr.  Rofe  reminded  gentle* 
men  that  there  were  lotteries  in  Ireland,  and  if  the  Houfe 
£hofe  to  forego  the  advantages  of  a  lottery,  the  Iri(h  Parliament 
might  not  be  complaifant  enough  to  do  the  fame.  But  if  they 
/hould,  the  honourable  gentleman  well  knew  that  there  wer* 
lotteries  in  Holland  and  prance,  and  if  fuch  a  fpirh  of  garnb- 
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ling  prevailed,  offices  of  infurancc  on  thofe  lottery  fchemei 
might  be  opened.  All  that  hid  been  faid  of  E.  O.  Tables  had 
ftothing  to  do  with  the  lottery. 

Mr.  DRAKE  laid,  whenever  an  honourable  Member  flood 
forward  to  amend  the  morals  of  the  people,  he  never  (hould 
want  his  aid  and  fuppprt,  being  an  independant  man,  conne&ed 
with  no  party  whatever*  He  declared  he  was  forry  to  fay  that 
public  gambling  was  the  vice  and  difgrace  of  the  times.  A 
lottery,  he  had  ever  confidered  to  be  a  war  evil,  and  not  natu- 
rally connected  with  a  peace  eftabliftiment.  He  added,  that 
as  the  motion  was  nothing  more  than  for  a  Committee  to  in^ 
quire  into  the  evils  refulting  from  lotteries,  he  would  certainly 
vote  for  it* 

The  SPEAKER  informed  Mr.  Drake  that  the  motion  then 
before  th*  Houfe,  was  merely  that  he  ihould  leave  the  Chair. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  faid,  in  explanation,  that  if  his  oppofing- 
the  Speakers  leaving  the  chair  {hould  meet  the  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe,  he  meant  then  to  move  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

Mr.  DRAKE  refumed  his  fpceeh  and  faid,  he  had  under-* 
ftood  the  mattef  differently)  but  under  the  aufpices  ofthe  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  he  was  perfuaded  that  no  evils  that 
could  be  prevented  would  be  fuffered  to  exift.  Regulations  he 
thought  might  obtain  to  the  prevention  of.  infurance.  He  re- 
probated the  idea  of  Great  Britain  in  her  ftrength  reforting  to  a 
lottery  becaufe  Ireland  did,  and  as  to  foreign  nations,  he  aflced 
if  they  were  to  be  ruled  by  them  ?  The  evil  he  thought  lay  in 
the  country's  legiflating  lotteries,  and  therefore  he  would  re- 
commend and  exhort  the  meafure  of  ah  Inquiry  to  both  fides 
of  the  Houfe.  Mr.  Drake  faid,  he  ever  did  and  would  fupport 
the  Minifter  of  that  Houfe,  but  that  his  confcience  (hould  not 
be  violated.  He  would  aft  as  an  honeft  man.  He  compli- 
mented the  Minifter  for  his  virtues,  his  fagacity,  his  prudence 
2nd  his  integrity,  and  concluded  with  declaring  that  he  would 
fupport  him  as  long  as  he  lived. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  faid,  he  would  not  pbjeft  to 
the  prefent  bill,  becaufe  undoubtedly  it  was  in  fome  meafur© 
an  agreed  part  of  the  finance  of  the  year ;  but  he  hoped  there 
Would  be  no  more  lotteries,  becaufe  they  certainly  did  encou- 
rage gambling  under  the  fan&ion  of  the  Legiflature.  He  pro- 
jfeffcd  bimfejf  ift<MI?tecl  tp  his  honouraW^r;  friend  on  the  floor 
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(Mr.  Rofe)  for  taking  all  the  pains  he  could,  to  prevent  abufes, 
and  was  glad  he  had  prevented  fo  many  illegal  offices,  but  he 
certainly  had  not  put  a  flop  to  all  illegal  in fu ranees,  nor  was 
that,  he  believed,  eafily  to  be  accomplished.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  faid,  that  if  they  did  not  adopt .  this  fcheme, 
there  would  be*  a  lottery  in  Ireland,  in  France,  and  in  Hol- 
land i  but  that  furely  was  no  reafon  why  we  were  to  have  a  lot- 
tery. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  he  owned  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  confidered  the  fpirit  of 
gambling  as  a  public  evil.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
"was  right  in  adopting  a  principle  which  had  for  many  years  been 
known,  namely,  that  "  private  vices  are  public  benefits." — 
XhU  was  a  very  plain  principle,  and  the  more  vice  was  encou- 
raged, the  greater  would  be  the  benefit  derived  to  the  State  : 
now,  for  the  encouragement  of  this  wife  principle,  nothing 
was  better  adapted  than  the  lottery,  and  therefore  Parliament 
in.  its  true  wifdom  ought  to  cherilh  and  protcft  it ;  and  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  this  principle,  the  Minifters  had,  with 
the  profound  penetration  and  fagacity  that.fo  peculiarly  belong- 
ed to  them,  regularly  brought  on  the  lottery,  and  now  made  it 
one  of  the  Handing  refources  of  revenue  to  fupport  a  peace 
eftablifbment.  It  was  a  new  manufaSure  for  the  welfare  of 
the  State.  It  was,  however,  a  little  remarkable,  that  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  fpoke  lately,  always  beftowed  the 
higheft  panegyric  on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  when 
he  was  determined  to  vote  againft  him  ;  like  Falttaff,  when  he 
jeproved  the  Prince  for  his  eonduft,  faid,  "  He  has  put  pow- 
**  der  in  my  drink  to  make  me  love  11™."  — As  to  the  other  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr,  Rofe),  he  did  not  wonder  at  his  de- 
fending the  lottery ;  it  was  perfectly  natural  for  a  man,  who 
knew  fo  much  of  its  beneficial  efFefts,  and  had  taken  fuch  pains 
t£  preferve  its  purity,  that  it  fhould  not  be  ufed  for  any  pur- 
pofe  but  for  the  increafe  of  the  revenue,  (hould  defend  its  prinr 
ciple.  Jf  it  is  n.o  longer  here,  they  will  be  in.  France  and  in 
Holland,  faid  the  honourable  gentleman — a  convincing  argu- 
ment certainly  that  it  (hould  be  in  England*  Another  reafon  . 
be  urged  for  them  was,  that  there  were  no  illegal  offices.— 
Upon  this  he  could  give  very  good  information  from  very  good 
authority,  if  he  (Mr.  Rofe)  would  be  upon  honour  not  to  tajtQ 
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any  advantage  of  it.  He  had  evidence  from  undoubted  autho- 
rity. If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  taken  the  pains  to  go 
for  information  on  this  fubjeft  to  proper  places,  he  would  ne- 
ver have  had  any  difficulty  about  knowing  whether  there  were 
illegal  offices,  or  whether  any  evils  exifted  ;  but  as  he  had  not, 
of  courfe  he  knew  much  better  than  thofe  who  had,  and  he  was 
very  right  in  taking  advantage  of  the  fillinefs  of  the  people.  He 
remembered  that  when  Mr.  Charles  Townfliend  was  Miniiter, 
and  had  propofed  a  lottery,  fome  country  gentlemen,  who/ by 
the  bye,  felt  none  of  the  evils  of  the  meafure,  fuggefted  to  him 
the  propriety  of  having  one  hundred  thoufand  tickets  inltead  of 
fifty  thoufand.  He  anfwered — "  I  have  calculated  the  num- 
"  ber  of  real  fools  in  this  country,  and  I  find  the  number  is  ex- 
"  aftly  fifty  thoufand."  He  continued  his  ironical  defence  of 
the  lottery  on  the  authority  of  hiftory.  He  laid,  that  in  Hen- 
ry's Hiftory  of  England,  it  would  appear  that  crjmes,  which 
were  feverely  puniihed  in  certain  cafes,  were  rewarded  when 
they  produced  what  was  called  the  gooJ  0/  the  ftate.  Thus, 
for  inftance,  if  a  man  indulged  in  pleafures  of  love,  he  was 
feverely  puniflied ;  but  if  he  went  to  a  licenfed  brothel,  and 
there  revelled  in  the  fports  of  Venus  with  the  moft  unbaihed 
publicity,  he  was  rewarded  by  the  authority  of  the  Biftiop  of 
Winchefter,  becaufe  his  going  thither  contributed  to  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  revenue  of  the  Church  !  There  were  houfes 
now  in  Holland  of  the  fame  nature  ;  he  did  not  know  whether 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  in  any  of  them,  but  he 
(Mr.  Courtenay)  had,  and  could  fpeak  of  them,  where  two  or 
three  ftivers  were  paid  for  this  dalliance.  Thus  it  appeared  by 
civil  and  ecclefiaftical  authority,  that  -private  vices  had  been, 
and  now  are,  conlidered  as  public  benefits.  As  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  apprehenfion  that  the  lottery  might  be  carried 
on  in  Ireland  if  it  was  abandoned  here,  it  was  totally  without 
foundation.  Could  it  be  proved  to  be  an  evil  there,  it  would 
not  for  a  moment  be  thought  of  as  a  meafure  of  Government* 
There  was  a  fpirit  of  inquiry  gone  forth  in  the  Legiflature  of 
that  country  which  protected  virtue  and  expofed  vice  in  all  its 

A  deformity.  There  was  a  rumour  of  a  fale  of  Peerages  there  for 
the  fake  of  keeping  up  a  principle  of  legiflative  corruption. 

-An  open,  candid,  liberal  inquiry  was  immediately  agreed  to 
en  the  part  of  Government,  and  on  the  fulled  invcitigation* 
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the  whole  appeared  to  be  without  foundation,  and  trie  purity  o£ 
Government  eftabllftled  upon  the  cleared  evidence — the  majo- 
rity of  Members.  Alfo  the  Houfe  were  fo  remarkable  for  pa- 
triotism* and  all  the  public  virtues,  that  there  wis  not  a  place- 
man* a  penfioiier;  or  a  time-ferving  fycophant  among  them ; 
they  were  the  real  organs  of  the  genuine  voice  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  Wh*t  therefore  could  be  expefled  frdm  them,  but 
attention  to  the  welfare  of  the  people.  The  laft  point  was,  the 
certainty  of  our  always  having  cuftomcrs  for  the  lottery,  and 
here  he  beggecf  leave  to  conclude  his  fpeech*  by  a  quotation 
from  the  works  of  Fieldirig : 

'*  A  lottery  is  a  taxation, 

"  Upon  all  the  fools  in  creation  * 

"  And  Heav'n  be  prais'd* 

"  It  is  eaifily  rais'dj 
u  Credulity's  always  in  fafliioh  i  /      • 

"For  folly's  a  fund,  -' 

€t  Will  never  lofe  ground, 
**  While  fools  are  fo  rife  in  the  nation' 

Mr.  FRANC IS>  after  glancing  it.  the  debate  <5n  the  flat* 
trade*  and  dbferving  that  fame  which  had  been  acquired  on  * 
Former  occafion  was  loft  upon  that*  and  fell  perhaps  never  t& 
tife  again,  faid*  that  with  regard  to  what  had  been  faid  of  il- 
legal offices,  it  was  to  be  obferved  that  thofe  who  had  legal  of- 
fices piirflied  in  them  many  illegal  praftices ;  that  thofe  who 
went  into  the  front  room  of  thofe  offices  for  the  tranfadion  of 
legal  btifinefs,  might  be  introduced  into  the  back  room  for  the 
carrying  on  of  illegal  bufinefs;     He  anfwered  the  obfervation 
of  Mr;  Rofe$  with  regard  to  a  lottery  in  Ireland*  that  it  was 
not  the  bufinefs  of  any  Member  in  the  Houfe*  but  the  officer 
of  Government  there>  conne£ted  with  and  freaking  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Minifter  of  this  country,  and  the  principle  that 
abc3liihed  it  here  would  do  fo  there*    There  was  no  good  au- 
thority for  a  lottery  in  any  but  a  time  of  emergency.     Mr.  Pel- 
harn,  he  was  told,  had  always  thought  and  faid  fo.     It  was 
faid  that  a  lottery  was  voluntary,    This  he  denied  ;  for  while 
we  threw  temptation  in  the  way  of  the  Public^  they  would  al* 
w*y*  be  unable  to  refill  iti  atyd  therefore^  as  a>  i&  cflfctf,  it 


A,  1792,  DEBATES.  267 

%vas  no  better  than  compelling  them  to  pay  a  tax.  He  had 
ittade  ftri&  inquiry  into  fafts  whichtarofe  out  of  the  nature  of 
<he  lottery,  and  he  was  clearly,  from  the  beft  evidence,  con-? 
yinced^that  it  was  of  the  rnoft  deftru&ive  tendency  to  the  mo-f 
rals,  and  ccnfequently  to  the  happinefs,  of  all  clafles  of  perfons 
who  had  any  concern  in  it.  The  unhappy  perfons  who  were 
fent  to  Botany  Bay,  thofe  whom  the  law  doomed  to  death,  al{ 
<3efcriptions  of  perfons  who  had  their, fate  determined  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  would,  if  they  related  the  truth,  fay,  that  if  the 
lottery  was  no*  the  only,  it  was  always,  a  grgat  caufe  of  thei*v 
Calamity.  There  was  hardly  any  thing  infamous,  that  was 
not  in  fome  degree  conne&ed  with  the  lottery,  nor  any  thing 
unfortunate.  If  we  went  to  the  King's  Bench  Prjfon,  to  the 
Fleet,  all  the  prifons  in  and  about  the  metropolis,  all  the  pri* 
foners  would  inform  us  of  their  lofles  in  true  lottery.  Gambling, 
if  thus  publicly  encouraged,  would  drive  the  lower  orders  of  thei 
people  to  a  degree  of  fury  and  madnefs.  Nor  were  people  of 
rank  entirely  free  frorn  the  evij.  Gambling  was  a  vice,  they 
#11  knew,  which  men  of  the  rnoft  enlightened  minds,  men  pof- 
fefled  of  reafon,  and  capable  of  reflection,  could  not  refift  ;  and 
how  could  they  expeft  the  ignorant  and  uninformed  to  withs- 
tand it,  when  its  captivating  allurements  were  held  out  to 
them  ?  What,  he  would  afk,  caufed  the  revolution  abroad  ?— - 
All  manner  of  profligacy,  but  chiefly  gaming,  which  waseftabr 
lifted  by  Government,  and  countenanced  by  the  Court,  Why 
Was  4  fo  countenanced  ?  for  obyious  reafons  :  to  engage  men's 
piinds,  and  abftra&  them  from  deeply  regarding  the  \:ondu&  of 
pn  arbitrary  Government,  In  fuch  a  Government  it  was  po» 
licy  ;  but  was  the  fafe  the  fame  here  ?  Exactly  the  reverfe.-^ 
The  Court  by  its  pra&ice  (hewed  no  favour  to  gaming,  but  af 
the  fame  time  the  Legiflature  encouraged  it.  In  fliort,  i{  was 
an  evil  that  ought  to  be  refifted  with  all  the  authority  with 
which  Parliament  was  inverted.  He  recommended  to  the 
Chancellor  Qf  the  Exchequer,  and  to  the  Houfe,  to  take  this 
fubjeft  rnoft  ferioufly  into  their  confideration  j  he  declared  that 
what  he  had  (aid  came  dire&Jy  frorn  his  jpdgement  and  his 
feelings,  and  he  could  add  nothing  more  on  the  fubjeft. 

,  Mr.  W.   SMITH  was  decidedly  againft  the  lottery,     He 
faid,  that  within  half  a  mile  of  his  houfe  there  was  fome  tjmp 

fince  a  lpttery-offipe  opened,     Its  cffeSt  was  foon  felt  in  the 
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neighbourhood.  By  the  exertion  of  the  Magiftrates  it  was  re- 
moved ;  but  afterwards  it  was  opened  again  ;  the  effect  almoft 
immediately  was,  that  all  the  lower  clafles  of  the  people  in  the 
neighbourhood  were  ruined  \  not  a  livery  fervant  was  left  wi:h 
a  (hilling.  He  felt,  that  from  afenfe  of  his  duty  .he  muft  op- 
pofe  this  bill. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  was  of  opinion  it  was  not  to  the 
lottery  itfelf,  but  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted, 
that  the  evil  was  attributable.  He  thought  that  fomething 
fliould  be  done  to  alter  the  manner  of  drawing  the  lottery.  He 
had  before  him  between  thirty  and  forty  miferable  people, 
clerks  in  lottery  offices  :  miferable  rogues  and  vagabonds,  as 
the  law  called  them.  Their  fituation  wasmoft  wretched  ;  and 
their  wives  and  children  wretched,  under  the  perpetual  appre- 
henfion  of  the  imprifonment  of  their  protector,  which  often 
was  the  cafe.  If  we  gave  50,0001.  to  put  an  end  to  the  nui- 
fance,  he  mould  not  think  the  money  loft  to  the  Public;  but  he 
was  apprehenfive  that  fome  mode  might  be  devifed  for  that 
purpofe.  If  he  was  furc  that  the  lottery  mould  go  on  as  before, 
without  fome  material  amendment,  he  fliould  confider  himfelf 
bound  to  oppofe  it. 

Sir  JAMES  JOHNSTONE  thought  nothing  could  be  bet- 
ter than  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  in  this  cafe.  We  mould  then 
fee  fomething  of  the  abufc  of  the  lottery.  He  thought  that 
fome  remedy  might'be  found  to  the  evil.  It  was  a  tax  upon 
folly  ;  it  would  always  be  productive  ;  the  clafs  who  were  its 
objects  were  numerous  !  Lottery  tuft  came  from  Holland.  He 
faw  no  reafon  why  it  mould  not  all  be  drawn  in  one  day. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  whatever  difference  of  opi- 
nion might  be  entertained  of  the  permanency  of  a  lottery,  con- 
fidered  as  an  object  of  revenue,  he  mould  hope  there  could  not 
be  any  difference  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the 
Speaker  leaving  the  chair  ;  becaufe  if  any  oppolition  had  really 
been  intended  to  this  bill,  it  fliould  have  been  taken  at  an 
earlier  opportunity.  Parliament  had  in  fome  degree  fanctioned 
it.  They  had  palled  both  the  bills  for  repealing  taxes,  and  for 
the  appropriating  the  remainder  of  the  furplus  of  the^year 
towards  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt,  and  it  muft  be  re- 
membered, that  as  in  the  ways  and  means  of  the  year  300,000!. 
had  been  calculated  upon  the  lottery,  taxes  to  that  amount  muft 
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now  be  raifed  upon  the  Public,  or  the  lottery  mud' be  allowed. 
He  hoped  the  Houfe  would  feel  the  neceility  of  adopting  the 
lottery  for  the  prefent  year.     At  lead,  at  prefent  he  did  not  fee 
any  reafon  why  it  fhould  be  relinquifhed  as  a  permanent  mea- 
fure.     He  fhould  not  propofe  it,  if  he  thought  it  tended  toper- 
vert  the  morals  or  dedroy  the  indudry  of  any  clafs  of  individuals  ; 
but  of  this  he  had  heard  no  evidence.   As  to  illegal  fchemes,  he 
obferved,    that  fo  far  was  the  lottery  from  depending  upon 
them,  that  he  wifhed  them  entirely  to  be  abol  idled  ;  he  (hould 
have  that  wifli  if  he  had  nothing  in  view  but  the  profperity  of  the 
lottery,  for  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  illegal  fchemes  ope* 
rated  to  the  injury  of  the  fale  of  tickets.     As  to  the  other  point, 
the  drawing  of  the  lottery  in  a  much  (horter  time,  to  prevent 
infurance  and  illegal  practices,  he  could  not  think  that  a  fcheme 
of  that  nature  would  do  ;  that,  and  many  other  fchemes,  had 
been  propofed  to  him,    but  nqne  that  he  had  hitherto  feen  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  fuch  as  ought  to  be  adopted.  If  any  fcheme 
fhould  be  propofed  to  him  that  would  feparate  the  evil  from  the 
good,  fo  as  not  materially  to  diminifh  the  advantage  arifingto 
the  revenue  from  the  lottery,  he  wo.ild  be  very  glad  to  receive 
and  adopt  it ;  but  he  fubmitted,  in  point  of  fairnefs,  that  what- 
ever lhould  be  done  in  that  refpeft  ought  to  be  profpeciive,  and 
that  nothing  (hould  be  doae  to  diminifh  the  value  of  tickets  for 
tjjis  lottery :  but  if  it  was  fo,  that  would  not  be  a  reafon  for 
his  opinion  on  the  mifchief  of  making  this  a  permanent  mea~ 
fure,   and  gentlemen  would  fee  whether  this  could  be  adopted 
or  not,  before  they  gave  up  this  great  part  of  our  revenue  ;  nor 
did  he  fee  at  prefent  how  any  thing  could  be  applied  in  this 
particular  lottery,   becaufe  perfons  had  now  bought  the  whole 
of  it  at  a  very  high  price,  and  it  would  be  very  unfair  dealing  to 
do -any  thing  that  would  leifen  the  value  of  tickets  after  this 
purchafe,    and  therefore  he  (hould  be  glad  to  refer  all  confide* 
ration  on  this  fubjeel:  to  future  lotteries,  for  the  purpofe  of  find- 
ing out  a  good  plan  to  feparate  the  mifchitf  from  tbe  benefit, 
but  he  was  far  from  being  confident  that  any  fuch  could  be 
made* 

Mr.  POWNEY,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Courtenay's  remark, 
that  the  country  gentlemen  were  ready  to  vote  any  tax  that  did 
not  affect  themfelves,  reminded  that  gentleman  of  tbe  land  tax 
of  four  shillings  in  the  pound. 
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Mr.  COURTENAY  faid  a  word  or  two  in  explanation. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  had  omitted  no  one  opportunity 
fince  he  had  enjoyed  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  that  Houfe,  of  op- 
pofing  lotteries ;  however,  the  fubjeft  had  been  fb  fully  dif- 
Cuffed,  and  fo  ably  argued,  that  he  lhould  pot  have  fpoken  upon 
it  at  all,  but  from  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.  He  had  expe&ed,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would  have  fat  filent  and  abafhed, 
confeious  that  he  could  not  advance  a  fingle  argument  in  fa^ 
vour  of  a  praflice  fo  deftruSive  and  mifchievous,  as  raifing  re-* 
venue  by  lotteries.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  fronj 
what  he  had  faid,  Teemed  to  think  the  wifeft  way  to  get  rid  of 
this  evil  was  by  degrees.  On  the  contrary,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid, 
Jie  was  for  ah  immediate,  not  a  gradual,  abolition  of  lotteries^ 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  the  drawing  coul4 
libf  be  (horter  than  ufual,  begaiife  the  bargain  was  ftruck  ;  hi 
agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  they  mull  keep 
to  their  bargain,  but  was  not  what  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  faid,  an  argument  againft  having  any  lottery  afr 
Al'i  The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Rofej  Mr.  Sheridan 
pbTerved,  had  faid,  if  we  had  no  lottery,  Ireland  would  have 
one ;  did  not  every  body  know  that  a  lottery  in  Ireland  was  not 
si*  rheafure  moved  by  an  indifferent  Member  of  the  Irifli  Houfe 
of  Commons,  jumping  up  and  propofing  a  lottery,  but  was* 
rneafure  of  the  Government,  and  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer of  Ireland  did  not  move  a  lottery  as  a  part  of  the  financ« 
of  the  year,  the  Governmentof  Ireland  would  inftitute  no  lot- 
tery there  ?  The  whole,  it  was  well  known,  depended  on  the 
(Government  here,  The  Minjfter  faid  that  all  the  rneafures  of 
\the  ways  and  means  were  already  brought  forward;  that  wai 
Very  true  ;  but  the  Houfe  were  not  bound  to  give  him  difcretion* 
ary  power  oyer  rneafures  that  appeared  unwife ;  for  his  part, 
it  lhould  be  remembered,  that  he  at  the  opening  of  the  bufineff 
had  objefied  to  this  very  rneafure,  If  the  Minifter  mult  have 
a  difcretionary  power  over  300,0001.,  M*V  Sheridarj  declared  it 
to  be  nis  opinion,  that  the  better  way  would  be  for  the  Houfi? 
to  vote  him  that  fum  of  money  to  be  raifed  on  Exchequer  bills ; . 
and  in  the  mean  time  the  lottery  bill  to  be  fufpended-,  until  an 
inquiry  lhould  be  had  into  all  the  abufes  which  had  been  already 
fg  >yelj  defcribec}'     Here  Mr»  Sheridan  recounted  many  of  tlj? 
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tevils  of  the  lottery,  as  they  came  to  his  knowledge,  when  on  a 
Committee  upon  that  fubjecl:.  At  firft  they  pawned  ornaments 
and  fupcrfluities — then  furniture,  that  could  the  mod  eafily  be 
Ipared— at  laft,  came  their  beds*  implements  and  stools  o( 
trade — the  very  clafps  of  their  children's  (hoes/  and  the  very 
^loaths  of  the  cradle.  He  believed  there  was  not  any  thing  in 
this  metropolis*  that  gave  fuch  pangs  of  affliflion  to  the  human 
-heart,  as  the  lottery.  In  fhort,  the  pawnbroker  had  declared* 
he  was  at  laft  afharfced  of  his  prdfeflion,  from  the  wretchednefs 
Jt  enabled  him  to  witnefs.  Mr.  Sheridan,  on  the  whole  ot 
thefe  confiderations,  advifed  the  giving  up  of  the  lottery  alto* 
gether,  and  faid,  the  profits  might  be  fupplied  by  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  iflurng  Exchequer  bills  to  the  amounf 
of  300,0001.  he  hoped  therefore  the  bill  would  at  lead  be  fuf» 
pended  for  the  prefent. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  if  the  360,0001.  fllould 
be  granted  inftead  of  t  he  lottery,  it  would  be  neither  more  nor 
lefs  than  either  borrowing  that  fum  on  thefe  bills,  and  railing 
it  afterwards  by  new  taxes  on  the  people,  or  that  it  fhould  be 
deducted  out  of  the  fum  already  appropriated  for  the  redu&ion 
of  the  national  debt.  This  refolution,  on  which  this  bill  was 
founded,  was  made  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  their  own 
authority.  The  tickets  of  the  prefent  lottery  had  been  fold  ; 
the  purchafers  had  made  their  depofit.  The  property  they  pur- 
chafed  was  transferrable,  and  may  have  been  transferred,  and 
therefore  what  was  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
impra&icable.  * 

Mr.  WINDHAM  Was  decidedly  againft  all  lotteries  upoa 
»11  occafions,  except  the  moft  prefling  State  neceffity.  They 
were  always  bad  meafures  of  finance  in  all  points  of  view  in 
which  they  could  be  taker^  The  gain  upon  them  was  not 
clear  gain,  for  they  impoveriflied  the  perfons  who  had  dealings 
in  them,  and  in  proportion  as  he  contributed  to  the  revenue  in 
^his  way*  he  Was  incapacitated  from  contributing  in  other 
ways ;  and  although  it  was  true,  that,  as  a  voluntary  thing, 
parties  dealing  in  it  could  not  complain >  yet  the  poverty  which 
this  occafioned>  introduced  djfeontent  in  othar  points  of  reve~ 
pue>  and  therefore  the  idea  that  this  was  orie  of  thofe  taxes 
which  did  not  create  difcontettt  in  the  J>eppk  againft  theiw* 
fgftt.tf  Goyettmwtf,  toasiutiUt 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  a  few  words ;  he  retained  hi* 
former  opinion,  but  admitted  the  neceflity  of  an  inquiry  in 
this  cafe,  and  if  it  appeared  that  the  advantage  to  the  Public 
could  not  be  feparated  from  the  evil,  and  the  evil  was,  what  at 
prefeht  he  did  not  believe,  fuch  as  had  this  evening  been  ftated, 
the  lottery  in  future  fhould  be  abandoned,  but  that  depended  on 
thefe  two  ifs. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  there  were  two  points  to  be  confidered  in 
this  cafe:  the  fir  ft  related  to  the  difficulty  of  entering  into  the 
tiueftion  now,  and  the  other  as  to  the  expediency  of  having  a 
lottery.  With  refpeft  to  the  firft,  he  declared  freely  that  he 
had  not  the  fhadow  of  a  difficulty  on  it,  and  that  he  would  not 
flop  for  a  moment  upon  it. ,  It  was  upon  the  fecond  the  diffi- 
culty had  3rifen.  He  had  reafon  to  complain  of  the  general 
fyftem  which  was  adopted  by  the  Minifter  upon  the  bufinefs  of 
finance.  He  propofed  that  the  furplus  which  he  boafted  of  in 
part  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  taxes,  and  partly  to  the  re* 
tiuflion  of  the  national  debt.  It  was  ungracious  to  oppofe  this, 
and  Parliament  agree.  Then  when  "the  ways  and  means  came 
to  be  brought  forward,  a  lottery  is  brought  forward  as  one  of 
the  meafures  of  finance.  The  Houfe  difapproves  of  that  mea- 
furr ;  the  anfwer  is,  '/  I  have  made  the  bargain  with  the  pur- 
"  chafers  of  tickets — the  public  faith  is  pledged/'  By  the  bye> 
jt  was  pretty  bold  to  Call  a  bargain  made  by  the  dealers  of  lot- 
tery tickets  with  an  individual,  a  pledge  of  public  faith,  before 
the  Houfe  had  agreed  that  there  ihould  be  a  lottery.  Then  we 
were  told,  that  unlefs  this  was  agreed  to,  other  taxes  muft  be 
impofed.  Why,  fo  they  muft  certainly,  or  the  lottery  muft  be 
agreed  to.  But  the  complaint  was>  that  thefe  things  were 
done  without  the  previous  concurrence  of  the  Houfe.  The 
Houfe  was  called  on  only  to  ratify  the  bargain  of  the  Minifter ; 
whereas  if  the  Houfe  had  been  allowed  to  exercife  its  proper 
funftions;  it  would  have  preferred  the  continuing  of  the  taxes 
that  were  now  repealed  to  the  impofition  of  the  lottery.  This 
was  not  ufing  the  Houfe  well— it  was  taking  away  its  delibe- 
rative capacity.  As  to  lotteries  themfelves,  he  had  fometimes, 
in  cafes  of  emergency,  thought  them  a  mode,  not  a  very  good 
one,  but  he  had  thought  them  a  mode  by  which  money  ought 
to  be  raifed  for  the.  -fervice  of  the  Public.  But  from  conjerfa- 
tion  which  he  had  lately  had  w-ith  fome  families,  and  ther  vari- 
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ous  accounts  he  had  heard  of  the  evils  of  a  lottery,  he  was  in- 
duced in  fome  degree  to  change  his  opinion.  He  concluded 
with  afleriting  to  the  inquiry,  and  faying,  that  under  the  parti- 
cular circumftances  of  the  cafe,  he  fhould  not  think  of  taking 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  on  the  queftion  of  the  Speaker  leaving 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fhewed  that  the  Houfe  had  voted  a 
lottery  before  he  attempted  to  conclude  the  bargain. 

Mr.  LAMBTONafked,  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
'  afTented  to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  I^ITT  faid,  he  had  ftated  moft  diftinaiy 
that  he  did. 

Mr.  PULTENEY  faid,  he  had  ever  confidered  lotteries  as 
meafures  to  be  reforted  to  only  in  war  and  in  exigencies  of  ftate. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  he  obferved,  had  faid,  that 
the  lottery  relieved  the  people  from  taxes  ;  but  he  would  atk, 
was  not  the  lottery  a  tax  in  which  their  payment  was  volun- 
tary ?  It  was  the  nature  of  all  the  taxes  to  be  fo  ;  if  people 
did  not  chufe  to  pay  the  taxes  they  did  not  confume  the  article 
taxed.  A  lottery  was  the  worft  fort  of  tax,  as  it  injured  the 
morals  of  the  people.  Mr,  Pulteney  faid,  he  was  glad  to  hear 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  not  againft  the  propofed 
\  inquiry  ;  one  right  honourable  gentleman  had  altered  his  opi- 
nion,, in  refpe&  to  lotteries,  and  perhaps  after  the  Committee 
had  gone  into  the  inquiry,  the  other  right  honourable  gentle- 
man might  alfo  change  his  opinion  on  the  fubje£l. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  THORNTON  faid  he  difliked  lotteries, 
and  fhould  in  future  give  his  oppofition  to  them  in  every  ftage. 
With  regard  to  the  prefent  lottery,  it  muft,  he  believed,  be 
gone  on  with,  as  to  his  knowledge,  payments  had  been  made  at 
the  Bank  and  receipts  delivered. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid,  his  objea  had  been  to  get  rid 
of  lotteries  as  a  permanent  fyftem  of*  revenue  ;  therefore  he 
fhould  not  perfift  in  his  objedtion  as  to  the  prefent  lottery. 

Mr.  FOX  wiflied  to  be  underftood  not  to  have  altered  in  his 
mind  more  than  he  really  had ;  he  had  altered  his  mind  from 
hearing  evils  of  which  he  had  no  thoughts  until  lately.  Suppo- 
fing  thofe  evils,  what  he  feared  was  not  the  cafe,  to  be  falfe, 
and  that  the  lottery  could  be  carried  on  without  them,  then  his 
opinion  would  remain  as  it  originally  flood. 

Vol.  XXXI I.  •  N  n 
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After  a  fhort  converfation  between  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  motion  for  the  Speaker 
leaving  the  Chair  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  bill  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  FOX  faid/  he  held  in  his  hand  a  petition  figned  by  more 
than  a  thoufand  of  the  ele&ors  of  Wtftminfter — not  fuch  per- 
fons  as  had  been  faid  on  Monday  to  have  figned  the  petitions 
againft  the  Have  trade,  but  perfons  who  underftood,  and  had  an 
intereft  in  preventing  the  abufes  againft  which  they  petitioned, 
complaining  of  abufes  at  former  ele&ions  for  Weftminfter, 
lately  ftated  in  the  Houfe,  as  a  fit  fubjeft  of  inquiry. 

The  petition,  fetting  forth  the  fufpenfion  and  the  final  re- 
iniflion  of  the  moiey  of  an  Excife  fine  to  Smith,  the  publican, 
through  the  interference  of  Mr.  Rofe,  the  Secretary  to  theTrea- 
fury,  by  whom  he  had  been  employed  on  the  bufinefs  of  that 
ele&ion  ;  and  the  difcharge  of  Holkins,  committed  to  ftand 
trial  for  penalties  incurred  under  the  lottery  a&s,  on  bail  noto- 
rioufly  inefficient,  becaufe  the  faid  Hofkins  procured  fixty 
votes  for  Lord  Hood,  the  minifterial  candidate,  was  brought  up 
and  read. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  meant  only  now  to  move  that  it  do  lie 
on  the  table,  with  an  intimation,  that  foon  after  the  holidays, 
he  fhould  make  a  motion  for  an  inquiry  into  the  fubjeft  of  the 
complaint,  if  fome  other  gentleman  did  not.     • 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,  every  gentleman  mud  feel  the  incon- 
venience arifing  from  the  delay  attending  the  prefent  mode  of 
deciding  on  contefled  ele&ions ;  if  no  other  gentleman  had  a 
remedy  to  propofc  by  way  of  amendment  to  Mr.  Grenville's  bill, 
he  fhould  propofe  one  himfelf. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  an  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Thomas 
Crenville)  had  turned  his  attention  to  this  fubjed,  but  meaning 
to  avail  himfelf  of  the  experience  which  the  ele&ions  remaining 
to  be  decided  might  afford,  he  would  probably  not  bring  for- 
ward any  amendment  of  the  bill  till  the  next  feflion.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  communi- 
cate, and  compare  his  ideas  with  thofe  of  his  honourable 
friend. 

Mr. DUNDAS  faid,  he  fhould  be  very  ready  to  communj* 
catc  his  plan  to  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to ;   but  it 
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was  his  wifh  to  propofc  it  this  feflion,  in  order  to  expedite  the 
decifiori  of  the  contefled  ele&ions  remaining  to  be  tried. 

Major  SCOTT  faid,  that  in  purfuance  of  the  notice  he 
had  given,  he  meant  to  move,  that  the  accounts,  prefented 
by  Mr.  Troward,  fhould  be  printed  ;  but  as  a  refpe&able  au- 
thority in  the  Houfe  meant  to  oppofe  the  motion,  and  did 
not  wifh  that  the  debate  fhould  come  on  at  fo  late  an  hour, 
he  confented  to  poftpone  his  motion  until  to-morrow.  In- 
deed he  would  have  bowed  to  fo  great  an  authority,  and  have 
given  up  his  motion  altogether,  had  he  not  been  convinced 
that  the  accounts  contained  matter  highly  difgraceful  to  the 
juftice,  the  dignity,  and  the  honour  of  Parliament.  The 
Major  faid  that  he  knew  very  well  the  accounts  on  the  table, 
to  be  perufed  by  the  Members,  never  would  be  thoroughly 
read,  and  he  wiihed  that  they  fhould  be  printed,  becaufe  he 
defired  that  the  fubje&  matter  of  thofe  accounts  fhould  un- 
dergo  the  public  difcuffion,  and  if  no  other  perfon  would 
bring  them  forward,  he  certainly  would  do  it  himfelf;  but, 
for  the  prefent,  he  wifhed  the  accounts  to  be  printed,  and 
fhould  make  his  motion  to-morrow. 

Mr.  VAUGHAN  faid,  circumflances  had  been  mentioned 
on  Monday  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the 
abolition,  as  having  taken  place  fince  the  bill  for  regulating 
thartrade,  which  made  a  ftrong  impreffion  on  his  mind — that 
of  a  Captain  furnifhing  an  African  Prince  with  powder  and 
ball  to  make  war,  for  the  purpofc  of  procuring  flaves;  of  fix 
Captains  agreeing  to  fire  upon  a  town,  to  compel  the  inha<- 
bitants  to  fell  them  flaves  cheap,  &c.  The  gentlemen  who 
defired  the  names  of  thofe  perfons  to  be  mentioned,  did  fo 
only  for  the  purpofe  of  inquiring  into  their  conduct  ;  and  he 
now  wifhed  to  move,  that  His  Majefty's  law  officers  he  di- 
rected to  profecute  fuch  perfons,  if  there  was  any  law  on 
which  they  could  be  profecuted,  or  if  there  was  not,  that  a 
law  might  i>e  made  to  punifh  fuch  practices  in  future.  If 
the  trade  was  to  be  continued  for  a  limited  time,  it  was  fit 
that  the  mifchief  fhould  be  done  in  the  moft  decent  way.— 
The  gradual  abolition,  he  hoped,  would  meet  with  no  oppo- 
fition  ;  but  it  would  be  prudent  to  fay  as  little  as  poflible  on 
the  abolition  of  flavery  in  the  iflands,  becaufe  that  was  a  fub- 
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je&  which  came  within  the  right  of  internal  legitimation ;  and 
from  what  had  been  faid  of  it  already,  gentlemen  the  moft 
capable  of  giving  information,  might  be  difpofed  to  withhold 
that  information.  Some  of  them,  whofe  writings  had  been 
fo  often  referred  to,  were,  perhaps,  forry  for  the  information 
they  had  given,  from  the  ufe  that  was  made  of  it.    - 

Mr.  Vaughan  having  intimated  that  he  had  no  motion  to 
make,  was  informed  from  the  Chair  that  his  proceeding  to 
fpeak  was  irregular. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  which 
the  duties  and  drawbacks  on  fugars  were  referred. 

Mr.  RYDER  faid,  the  fubflance  of  the  refolutions  he 
meant  to  move,  which  would  be  debated  with  more  pro- 
priety after  gentlemen  had  had  time  to  confider  them, 
was,  that  when  fugar  rofe  to  a  certain  price,  3I.  per  cwt. 
to  be  taken  three  times  a  year  on  an  average  of  prices  for 
fix  weeks  preceding,  delivered  in  to  the  clerk  of  the  Gro- 
cers Company,  the  drawbacks  on  fugar  exported  fhould 
ceafe  for  four  months,  and  no  licences  be  granted  for  car- 
rying fugar  from  our  colonies  to  foreign  ports ;  that  fo- 
reign fugar  fhould  be  allowed  to  be  warehoufed ;  and  that 
a  depot  for  foreign  fugar  fliould  be  eftablifhed  in  the 
Weft  Indies. 

The  feveral  refolutions  were  read,  and  agreed  to  pro 
forma. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  in  confequence  of 
various  applications  to  know  when  he  meant  to  bring  in 
a  bill  on  the  refolution  of  Monday,  for  the  gradual  abo- 
lition, he  rofe  to  declare,  that  he  neither  could  nor 
would  bring  in  any  bill  for  the  gradual  abolition,  or  in 
other  words,  to  fandtion  for  a  time  that  which  it  was  his 
deep  and  firm  convidtion  ought  not  to  endure  one  mo- 
ment longer.  It  was  for  his  right  honourable  friend, 
(Mr.  Dundas)  whopropofed,  or  fome  of  thofe  who  fup- 
ported,  the  gradual  inftead  of  the  immediate  abolition, 
to  follow  up  a  meafure  which  he  difclaimed. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  begged  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  purfue  the  abolition,  his  own  objed,  in  his  own 


A.  179a.  DEBATES.  277 

way.  He  had  no  bill  to  bring  forward,  nor  could  he 
have  any,  as  much  the  greater  part  of  the  plan  which 
he  thought  the  bcft  for  obtaining  the  ultimate  abolition, 
muft  be  carried  into  effeft  by  the  internal  Legiflatures 
of  the  different  iflands. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  the,  right  honourable  gentleman  wai 
the  beft  judge  of  his  own  intentions  ;  but  fo  fully  was  he 
perfuai^d  of  the  general  wifh  of  the  Houfe  to  take  im- 
mediate teeafures  for  the   abolition,    in  fome  fhapc  or 
other,  and  fo  fully  convinced  that  thofe  who  voted  for 
the  gradual  abolitiuu^rfffie  in  earneft,  that  he  thought  a 
bill  to  that  effecSt  would  haye  been  brought  in  before  the 
Hbufe  rofe  on  Tuefday  morning.     Now,  for  the  firft 
time,  he  was  given  to  underftand  that  they  meant  not  to 
purfue  their  own  refolution,  but  leave  it  to  thofe  who 
had  voted  againft  it.     But  how  could  they  proceed  upon 
it  ?  The  Houfe  had  amended  the  motion   for  immediate 
abolition,    by   inferting  the  word    "  gradual."      How- 
could  the  honourable  gentleman  who   moved  that  refo- 
lution, or  he  who  fupported   it,  frame  a  bill  on  a  refo-  . 
lution   fubftituted  for  it,  which  they  had  fupported  with  . 
all  their  power ;  and  of  which,  notwithstanding  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  Houfe,    they   could  not  approve.     They 
thought  immediate  abolition  the  only  practicable  remedy. 
How  then  could  they  pretend  to  a&  on  other  men's  ideas, 
and  to  follow  up  a  principle,  the  pra&icabiiity  of  which 
they  did  not  underftand  ?    They  who  propofed  and  fup- 
ported a  gradual   abolition,    knew,    or  thought    they 
knew,  the  means  of  carrying  it  into  effe&,  and  it  was 
their  duty  to  do  fo.     If  they  did  not,  they  had  deluded 
and  mifled   the  Houfe.     The  refolution  they  had  come 
to  would  be  a  difgrace  to  the  Houfe,  and  an  infult  to  the 
country.     Many  who  had  voted  for  the  gradual  abolition, 
would  doubtlefs  have  voted  for  the  immediate  abolition, 
had  not  the  former  been  held  out  to  them,  as  the  fafer 
and  more  practicable  courfe.     If  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  follow  it  up,  fome  one  of  the  majo- 
rity who  voted  for  it  furely  muft.     If  no  man  would  un- 
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dertake  it,  the  bufincfs  Should  not  drop.  Means  muft 
be  taken  to  enable  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  moved 
the  immediate  abolition,  to  purfue  his  own  meafure.  It 
was  fupported  by  the  general  fenfe  of  the  country,  and  . 
by  perfons,  from  their  fituation,  of  the  greateft  autho- 
rity in  the  Houfe,  who  had  added  to  their  former  fame, 
by  their  brilliant  difplay  of  talents  in  Monday's  debate, 
and  with  fuch  fupport  it  muft  fuccecd  at  laft. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  nothing  had  fallen  from  him 
to  warrant  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  it 
bad  been  as  much  his  intention  to  carry  the  opinion  he  deliver- 
ed on  a  foxmer  night  into  effeft,  as  it  could  have  been  that  of 
any  gentleman  who  had  an  opinion  for  the  total  abolition,  had 
fiich  been  refolved  on  by  the  Houfe.  It  was  his  opinion,  when 
be  had  propdfed  the  amendment,  and  it  was/ftill  his  opinion, 
that  the  Houfe  and  the  colonial  aflemblies  ought  to  a&  together 
for  the  abolition  ;  for  he  was  confident  that  the  trade  could  not 
be  got  rid  of  until  we  had  the  concurrence  of  thofe  aflemblies, 
for  until  that  time  all  regulations  with  refpeft  to  Africa  would 
fail  thofe  whofe  objeft  was  abolition.  He  again  faid,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  bring  in  a  bill ;  nor  did  he  think  it  was  reafon- 
ablehe  Ihould  be  expe&ed,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
difcuflion  of  the  queftion  had  been  clofed,  to  bring  forward  any 
digefted  fyftem,  which  he  muft  have  done,  had  he  brought  in 
a  bill.  He  concluded,  by  faying,  it  was  his  intention  to  bring 
forward  a  meafure  on  the  refolution,  for  the  gradual  abolition 
of  the  trade. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  was  now  to  underftand  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable  gentleman,  what  he  certainly  had  not  faid  before, 
meant  to  proceed  with  his  plan  this  feflion.  If  he  meant  to 
wait  till  the  aflemblies  of  the  feveral  iflands  were  confulted,  he 
did  not  fee  that  any  bill  could  be  carried  through  Parliament 
this  feflion  ;  and  that  alone  was  a  fufficient  objection.  With 
refpeft  to  the  gradual  abolition,  two  things  appeared  to  him 
to  be  all  that  could  be  done  by  Parliament— to  impofe  a  duty 
on  the  importation  of  (laves  into  the  iflands,  and  to  fix  a  period 
to  the  duration  of  the  trade.  Was  either  of  thefe  to  be  done 
this  feflion  ?  If  a  feflion  was  fuffered  to  be  loft — if  a  bill,  to  fay 
-    that  the  trade  fhould  have  an  end  fome  time  or  other  was  not 
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brought  into  Parliament,  fo  as  to  pafs  into  a  law,  before  the 
prorogation,  they  might  be  juftly  charged  with  impofing  on 
the  honeft  feelings  of  the  Public,  and  affecting  a  zeal  for  hu- 
manity in  their  fpeeches,  which  never  touched  their  hearts* — 
But  it  mould  not  be  fo  ;  he  would  not  fuffer  a  day  to  be  loft, 
and  ihould  therefore  move,  "  That  the  Houfe  refolve  itfclf 
"  into  a  Committee  on  the  18th  of  April,  to-confider  of  niea- 
"  fures  for  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade." 

Mr.  WlLBERFORCE  feconded  the  motion.  He  acquit- 
ted Mr.  Dundas  of  any  unfair  intention  in  the  amendment  he 
had  moved  ;  but  the  refolution  for  a  gradual  abolition  involved 
thofe  who  contended  for  the  immediate  abolition  in  difficulties. 
No  time,  however,  was  to  be  loft  ;  they  owed  it  to  their  own 
characters,  they  owed  it  to  their  country,  and  to  the  caufe  they 
had  efpoufed,  to  proceed.  They  might  fufpend  their  delibe- 
rations,   but  that  would  not  in  Africa  fufpend  the  work  of 

death— 

Deliberat  Romap  peril  Saguntum. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  it  was  undoubtedly  incumbent  on 
thofe  who  voted  for  the  gradual  abolition  to  a&  upon  it ;  but 
he  felt  no  anxiety  on  that  head,  for  he  was  convinced,  that  they 
Ihould  come  as  foon  to  the  abolition  of  the  trade,  if  the  refolu- 
tion paffed,  were  to  be  negatived,  as  if  the  righjt  honourable 
gentleman  were  to  bring  in  a  bill  upon  it. 

Mr.  ESTWICK  considered  the  motion,  after  what  had 
paffed,  to  be  wholly  unneceffary. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  intima- 
tion was,  that  he  meant  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  Weft-In- 
dia Legiflatures,  a  mode  in  which  he  certainly  could  make  no 
fubftantial  progrefs  a1  u ring  the  prefent  fcflion,  and  therefore,  he 
muft  perfift  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  he  had  voted  on  a  former  night  for 
the  gradual  abolition,  upon  the  conviction  that  meafures  would 
have  been  taken  in  the  prefent  feiTion  for  fuch  an  abolition  ; 
had  he  not  thought  fo,  he  mould  have  voted  for  the  immediate 
and  total  abolition.  He  thanked  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man for  having  made  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfe,  and 
fincerely  hoped  that  if  the  gradual  abolition  was  not  brought 
forward  and  carried  in  the  prefent  feiTion,  that  the  total  and  im- 
mediate abolition  might.* 
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Sir  JAMES  SANDERSON  faid,  I  entered  this  Houfe  on 
Monday,  after  a  very  attentive  and  long  confideration  of  the 
fubject  out  of  doors,  with  a  determination  to  form  my  ulti- 
mate opinion  on  that  important  fubject  by  the  expected  debate  ; 
and  in  fupporting  the  amendment  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, I  felt  a  eonfolation  to  my  own  feelings,  being  able 
to  refift,  which  I  aver  I  did  with  great  difficulty,  the  argu- 
ments of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the  abolition, 
and  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fo  powerfully  and 
wonderfully  fupported  him. 

But,  Sir,  I  did  not  intend  that  this  falutary  meafure  of  a  gra- 
dual abolition  fliould  not  begin  now  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I 
relied  on  a  period  being  afcertained  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
feflion,  to  terminate  this  abominable  traffic  ;  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  which  I  entirely  agree  with  the  honourable  mover,  only 
differing  with  him  in  the  application  of  that  principle,  for  ef- 
fecting its  final  operation  gradually,  appeared  to  me  the  fafeft 
mode  to  the  country,  and  the  moft  juft  conduct  to  the  parties 
engaged  under  the  fanftion  of  Parliament  in  this  trade. 

I  repeat,  therefore,  that  I  was  perfectly  fatisfied  with  my 
vote  on  that  night,  believing  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
to  be  pledged  to  its  immediate  adoption  ;  but  if  I  find,  on  the 
contrary,  there  is  any  danger  of  its  going  over  the  prefent  fef- 
fion, I  declare  fairly,  that  I  had  rather  have  voted  for  the  ori- 
ginal queftion,  and  (hall  certainly  now  fupport  the  prefent  mo- 
tion of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  if  no  fatisfactory  ex- 
planation is  given. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  again  rofe  ;  he  faid,  he  thought 
he  had  been  as  explicit  as  poflible  in  his  declaration  ;  it  was 
his  intention  in  the  prefent  feflion  to  bring  forward  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  fliould  appear  to  him  beft  calculated  to  carry  his  opi- 
nion into  effect ;  a  detail  of  thofe  meafures,  he  did  not  think 
any  gentleman  could  at  that  time  expect  from  him. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  alked  for  no  detail,  he  wifhed  Amply  to 
know  whether  the  right  honourable  Secretary  of  State  intended 
to  bring  forward  any  bill  for  fixing  the  period  of  abolition  in 
fufficient  time  to  render  it  probable  that  it  could  he  parted  in- 
to a  law  in  the  prefent  feflion. 

To  the  queftion  Mr.  Dundas  not  rifing,  Mr,  Fox  faid  acrofsr 
the  table,  there  is  no  explanation. 
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Mr.  WlLfcERFORCE  again  fpoke;  he  faid,  he  faw  the 
rieceflity  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  (M.  Fox's)  mo- 
tion, entertaining  no  hopes  that  the  colonial  aflemblies  would 
agree  to  any  bill  for  aboliihingthe  trade. 

Mr.  Alderman  WATSON  faid,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  explained  himfclf  to  his  fatisfa£tion.  He  dreaded 
the  immediate  and  indefinite  abolition  of  the  Have  trade,  but 
was  zealous  for  the  gradual  abolition*  He  had  never  thought 
that  it  ought  to  be  continued. 

Sir  JAMES  ST.  CLAIR  ERSKINE  deprecated  two  ideas 
being  entertained  on  the  fubjeft — that  the  gradual  abolitioa 
was  to  be  profecutcd  with  all  poflible  difpatch  by  thofe  who  pro- 
pofed  it,  and  that  it  was  not.  He  had  voted  for  the  gradual 
abolition  on  the  idea  of  its  greater  practicability,  and  on  the 
perfuafion  that  the  Houfe  was  not  to  feparate,  after  coming  to 
the  refolution,  without  ordering  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  to  fix  a 
time,  beyond  which  the  trade  was  not  to  be  continued* 

Mr.  RYDER  faid,  that  as  there  was  no  obje&ion  to  the  mo- 
tion itfelf,  the  difcuffion,  now  going  on,  would  be  more  pro- 
per, when  the  day  came  for  going  into  the  Committee. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  Mr.  Fox's  motion,  and  carried* 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Thurfday,  5/A  April, 

The  Black  Rod  having  been  fent  to  Command  the  attend- 
ance of  the  Houfe  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Speaker  made 
the  following  fpeech  to  His  Majcfty : 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

IT  is  my  duty  to  Under  to  your  Majejiy  two  bills ,  in  the  name% 
and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Parlia- 
ment affembkd* 

In  purfuaiict  of  your  Majejiy' s  recommendation,  your  Commons 
thearfully  proceeded  to  make  a  provijion  for  the  ejlablifhment  of 
their  Royal  Highntffis  the  Duke*and  Duvhefs  of  York ;  and 
they  trufi  that  the  billy  which  they  have  paffed  for  this  purpofe,  - 
willfully  manifefi  their  juji  fenfe  of  what  is  due  to  the  rank  and 
dignity  ef  their  Royal  Highneffes9  as  well  as  the  fatisfaclhn 
they  derive  from  an  event  which  f  whilft  it  promotes  (he  comfort 
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and  bappinefs  of  four  Majefiy  and  your  illuftriops  family,  is 
alfo  materially  conducive  to  the  faterefis  and  honour  of  your 
.people. 

Other  objecls,  no  lefs  interefiing  to  your  Mayefiys  mind,  au»- 
fiantly  direftedras  it  is  to  the  tuelfare  ofyourfubje&s,  havealfe 
engaged  the  attention  of  your .  Commons.  The  profperous  and  im- 
proving condition  of  the  public  revenue  ,  and  the  reductions  which 
have  been  found  practicable  in  the  naval  and  military  cjlabti fo- 
ments, afforded  the  means ,  of  which  your  Commons  thought  it 
their  duty  to  avail  themjelves,  of  making  a  large  addition  to  the 
fund j  to  be  applied  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefentyear,  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  public  debt :  their  conducl  upon  this,  as  upon  other  oc- 
casions, was  governed  by  the  conviclion,  that- the  efficiency  ami 
fuccefs  of  the  plan,  which  has  been  ejlablijhed  by  Parliament  for 
this  important  purpofe,  mufi  effentially  tend  to  the  future  eafe  and 
permanent  fecurity  of  thefe  kingdoms.  In  the  adoption  of  thefe 
meafures,  your  Commons  have  felt  peculiar  fatisfaclion  by  finding 
themf elves  enabled,  at  the  fame  time,  to  givefome  immediate  re- 
lief to  your  MajeftfsfubjecJst  whofe  firmnefs  in  fufiaining  the 
burthens ,  rendered  neceffary  by  a  due  regard  to  the  maintenance 
of  public  credit ,  and  whofe  fpirit  of  enterprise ,  and  ufcfulin* 
dujlry,  havefo  effectually  contributed  to  advance  to  the  pre- 
eminence they  have  attained,  the  general  inter  efts  and profperity  of 
the  Empire. 

Your  Commons,  Sire,  contemplate  with  jufi  fatisfaclion  the 
continued  and  progrejjive  improvement  in  the  internl  Jituakoji  of 
the  country:  to  preferve,  augment  y  and  diffufe  the  bleffings,  of 
which  we  are  in  poffeffiony  they  confider  as  the  mofi  important  of 
their  duties  ;  and,  acluated  by  this  principle,  which  eomprehends 
a  xealous  and  firm  attachment  to  the  form  of  Government  under 
which  yje  live,  and  a  faithful  and  vigilant  attention  to  the  inte- 
re/Is  and  happinefs  of  all  ciaffhs  of  their  fellow  fubjecls,  they  are 
perfuaded  that  thofe  meafures,  which  are  the  refultx  of  it,  cannot 
fail  to  receive  ywrMajefifs  mofi  gracious  approbation. 

The  bills,  vjhich  I  have  in  my  handy  arefevcrally  intituled, 

"  An  aS  t&jnable  His  Majefiyto  make  prmifan  for  the  efia- 

"  bUJhment  of  ibeir  Royal  Highneffes  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of 

"  York  and  Albany,  and  alfo  to  fettle  an  annuity  on  her  Royal 

"  Highnefs  during  the  term  of  her  natural  life,  to  commence frm 

% 


A.  *792.  D  E  B  A  T  £  &  affj 

"  /A*  *&**/*  0/7>/j  yi/rf  if  ^7  Highnejsy  in  cafe  her /aid  Royal 
€€  Highnifsjballfurvivehim. 

"  An  aft  for  granting  to  His  Majejly  the  f urn  of  four  hundred 
«  thufand  poundty  to  be  iffued  and  paid  to  the  GMrrior  and 
"  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  to  be  by  them  placed  to  the 
€(  account  of  the  commiff oners  for  the  redti&ion  of  the  national 
«  debt." 

To  which  your  Convhons,  with'  all 1  humility ',  iritredt  your  Ma- 
fejly's  Royal  affint. 

The  above  bills  accordingly  received  the  Royal  aflent. 
The  SPEAKER  having  returned  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 

reported  to  the  Houfe  what  bills  had  received  the  Royal  af- 

fent. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  "  That  the  fpeech  of  the 

€t  Speaker  of  that  Houfe,  delivered  to  His  Majefty  on  the 

€(  throne,  be  printed."     Ordered. 

Mr.  HIPPISLEY  faid,  he  had  underftood,  and  that  it  mult 

be  in  the  recolle&ion  of  manyv  Members  prefent,  that  the  right 

honourable  Secretary   of  State,    on  a  former  occafibn,    had 

pledged  himfelf  in  that  Houfe,  that  let  the  news  that  might, 
from  time  to  time,  arrive  from  India,  be  either  good  or  bad, 
it  fliould  be  communicated  to  the  Public,  through  the  medium 
of  the  Gazette.  Some  news,  Mr.  Hippifley  faid,  it  was  ge- 
nerally believed,  had  arrived  from  India,  of  a  nature  extremely 
interefting  and  important,  and  that  His  Majefty 's  Minifters  had 
received  accounts  on  Monday  laft  from  the  Malabar  coaft,  not 
merely  confined  to  our  operations  there,  but  to  an  event  at 
Tea,  which  had  taken  place  between  one  of  His  Majefty's  (hips 
and  the  fhips  of  a  power  not  immediately  concerned  in  the  War. 
Of  thefe  fads  the  Public  had  no  accounts  from  authority  before 
them,  as  he  underftood  there  had  been  no  notification  of  therfl 
in  the  Gazette.  This  news  had  been  differently  ftated  in  the 
niorning  papers;  in  fome  more  fanguinely,  in  others  left  fo^ 
as  their  political  connections  refpe&ively  inclined  them  to  ftate 
the  facts  oh  which  the  accounts  were  founded^  If  the  netfs 
fliould  turri  out,  as^  fome  of  the  public  prints  had  given  it,  it 
was  not  improbable  that  the  right  honourable  Secretary  might 
think  it  incumbent  on  him  to  propofe  a  vote  of  approbation^ 
fimihr  to  what  he  had»  brought  forward  with  fo  much  fuccefs- 
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on  the  fubjeft  of  our  profperous  campaigns  by  land.  Mr. 
Hippifley  faid,  that  at  any  rate  it  would  be  acceptable  to  that 
Houfe,  and  to  the  Public,  to  hear  what  the  news  was.  It  was 
evident,  that  a  letter  from  thevChief  and  Council  at  Tellicherry 
to  the  Seleft  Committee  of  the  Dire&ors,  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company  had  been  received,  and  had  been  fent  to  fome  of  the 
morning  papers  in  which  it  had  that  day  appeared.  And  as 
another  proof  of  the  arrival  of  news  from  India,  he  dated  that 
India  ftock  had  fallen  10  per  cent,  within  thefe  two  or  three 
days*  The  mod  formal  way  to  obtain  the  proper  intelligence, 
in  continuation  of  what  had  been  already  before  the  Houfe, 
Mr.  Hippifley  believed,  would  be  for  him  to  move, 

"  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  Copies  of  the  lateft 
*c  intelligence  received  by  any  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  or 
"  by  the  Eaft-India  Company,  relative  to  the  war  in  India." 

The  motion  being  feeonded,  it  was  ftated  to  the  Houfe  from 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  Secretarv  DUNDAS  obferved,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  h-»d  laid  that  he  had  given  a  pledge  to  the  Houfe  that 
he  would  publifh  in  the  Gazette  every  article  of  news,  whether 
good  or  bad,  that  he  received  from  India ;  he  denied  that  he 
had  ever  given  any  fuch  pledge  to  the  Houfe,  and  he  conceived 
he  fhould  have  been  wholly  unworthy  of  being  entrufted  with 
the  fituation  he  had  the  honour  to  fill,  if  he  could  have  been 
rafh  enough  to  give  any  fuch  pledge.  It  muft  at  all  times  be, 
he  laid,  in  the  difcretion  of  thofe  entrufted  with  His  Majefty's 
fervke,  what  to  publifh  or  what  to  withhold  ;  in  that,  as  well 
as  every  other  particular,  the  King's  Minifters  were  refpon- 
fible  for  their  conduct.  As  to  authentic  intelligence  recently 
received  from  India,  he  declared  he  knew  not  that  any  fuch 
intelligence  had  been  received,  or  what  the  honourable  gentle^ 
man  alluded  to.  With  regard  to  the  fubjecT:  of  the  other  part 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech,  Mr.  Dundas  declared, 
he  would  not  fay  a  fyllahle  of  any  thing  fo  mifchievous  arid* 
pernicious. 

Mr.  HIPPISLEY  infifted  that  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  had  ftated,  in  the  molt  pointed  terms,  what  he  had  con-t 
ceived  to  be  a  public  pledge  for  his  conduft,  with  regard  to  the 
arrival  of  all  news  from  India,  good  or  bad.  Thefe  were  his 
precife  words,    Mr.  Hippifley  faid,  the  right  honourable  gea* 
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tleman,  when  he  made  the  pledge  in  queftion,  had  not  addreffed 
Jiimfelf  certainly  to  him,  but  it  was  in  a  debate,  that  hid  ori- 
ginated in  a  motion  that  he  had  made,  and  it  was  given  in  an- 
fwer  to  fornething  that  was  faid  in  the  couife  of  the  debate  by 
an  honourable  General  then  near  him  (General  Smith,)  He 
begged  leave  agaia  to  infift,  that  :i  leiter  had  been  fent  from 
the  Chief  a  .d  Council  of  Teliicherry,  to  the  Select  Committee 
of  Directors,  and  it  had  beer;  handed  from  the  India  Houfe  to 
fome  of  the  morning  papers.  An  honourable  Director,  who 
was  a  Member,  had  told  him  in  the  Houfe,  lince  he  came 
down,  that  the  fact  was  fo,  and  the  honourable  Director  had 
put  his  hand  in  hi?-  pocket  for  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  (hew  to 
him,  but  it  turned  out  that  he  had  not  the  letter  about  him. 
Mr.  Hippifley  again  challenged  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  to  the  fact  of  his  having  received  official  news  from  India 
on  Monday  lad,  and  he  was  never  more  fur pri  feci,  when  the 
facts  were  ftated  in  almoft  every  newfpaper,  to  fee  a  Minifler 
get  up,  and  in  his  place  afiert,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  any 
authentic  intelligence  from  India.  He  begged  to  afk,  if  India 
ftock  had  not  fallen  10  per  cent*  or  near  it,  within  this  day  or 
two,  and  whether  the  3  per  cents,  which  the  Minifler  lately 
talked  of  paying  off  at  par,  had  not  fallen  nearly  to  94  ?  Had,  he 
would  aflc,  no  infraction  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  exifted  with 
a  neighbouring  nation,  as  had  been  itated  in  the  public  prints, 
and  French  (hips  been  violated  by  our  cruifers  in  a  French 
port  ?  If  the  fact  was  fo,  no  doubt  but  vie  mould  make  our 
amende  honorable,  and  the  bufinefs  be  liberally  terminated.  The 
Public,  however,  ought  to  have  the  carlieft  information  on  a 
fubjeft  fo  highly  interefting,  and  fo  deeply  affecting  the  public 
credit  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  faid,  he  could  not  help  wifliing  that 
his  honourable  friend  would  withdraw  his  motion .  It  \\z% 
fcarcely  to  be  imagined  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
oppofite  to  him  could  have  been  imprudent  enough  to  have 
pledged  himfelfin  the  manner  which  his  honourable  friend  had 
imagined.  Minifters  were  refponfible  for  their  whole  conduct, 
andmuft  be  allowed  a  difcretion  proportionate.  As  to  tranf- 
actions  of  officers  of  ours  with  other  Powers,  fuch  matters 
were  improper  to  be  mentioned  in  the  firft  inftaiKe  in  that 
Houfe4  and  the  agitation  ofthem  could  do  no  good  whatever. 
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.  but  rtiight  Jefcd  to  mifchievous  confluences'.  Upon  thefe'  cori- 
(faferatioris,  he*  hoped  his  honourable  friend  would  withdraw 
his  itiotion. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  faid,  he  fhbuld  make  rio  obfer- 
vations  as  to  the  propriety  of  what  had  fallen  from  an  honour- 
able friend  of  his,  who  had  juft  fat  down  ;  it  was*  tod  obvioui 
♦0  require  any  comment.  As  to  the  letter  from  the  Faftoiyof 
Telliciierry,  it  Was  the  firft  time  in  his  life  that  he  had  ever 
heard  that  His  Majefty's  Minifters  Were  bound  to  publifh  every* 
fingle  account  that  came  from  India  ;  and  was  it  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  a  letter  merely  from  the  Chief  and  Fa&ors  of  Tel- 
Kcherry,  wasdeferving  of  a  place  in  the  Gazette  ?  He  only 
wifliecT  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  woul  J 
confult  his  friends  before  he  moved  queftions  highly  unfit  for 
difcuffion  within  thofe  walls. 

Mr.  HIPPISLEY,  in  explanation,  faid,  thatnotwithftand- 
ing  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fo  ftrortgly  denied  his 
pledge,  he  ftill  would  maintain  that  the  very  words  afferted  ta 
have  been  made  ufe  of  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  were" 
thofe  he  had  e[uoted  ;  and  that  though  he  now  maintained  that 
letters  from  the  Chief  and  Council  of  Tellicherry  were  not  de- 
fetvingof  a*  place  in  the  Gazette,  the  right  honourable"  gen- 
tleman, when  it  fuited  his  purpofes,  had  on  a  former  occafion 
iriferted  letters  from  the  Chief  and  Council  of  Tellicherry  in' 
the  London  Gazette.  At-  prefent  it  might  not  fuit  his  purpdfe, 
therefore  it  was  convenient  to  repel  the  motion.  Mr.  Hip- 
pifley  faid,  he  had  moved  the  Houfe  merely  pro  forma,  to  war- 
rant what  he  rather  meant  as  a*  queftion  to  the  right  honour- 
able Secretary,  who  did  not  chufe  to  give  the  Public  arty  infor- 
mation on  the  fubjefl:  of  India,  but  to  fhelter  the  whole  of  his 
intelligence  behind  the  fracas  between  the  two  ftipsl  Mr. 
Hippifley  faid,  however,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  withdrawing* 
his  motion. 

Major  SCOTT  rofe  to  make  his  promifed  motiori.  He'  en- 
tered into  the  articles  of  the  eXpence  on  the  part  of  the  profe* 
cution  againft  Mr.  Haftings,  and  obferved,  that  feveral  of  the* 
items  in  the*bill  of  Meffrsl  Wallis  and  Troward,  Solicitdrsfor 
that  profecution,  was' very  extraordinafy^—ohe"  in'  particular, 
he  obferved,  was  much  fo  ;  it  was  atriflirigarticle'^but^he4 
thought  it  would  be  a  difgrace'to  thkt  Hbuftfif  it  wfcstobtfuf- 
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fered  to  c^naaip.  The  fum  of  25  guineas  was  charged  by  Mr. 
Troward  for  reading  all  the  newfpapers  from  the  year  178? 
down  to  the  period  of  making  out  that  bill,  in  order  to  fee  if 
$ny  Ubel/s  on  the  Managers  of  the  Impeachments  were  written  in. 
the  name  of  Major  Scott  or  under  his  fignature.  This  the  ho* 
nourable  Major  faid  was  ridiculous,  and  to  fuffer  it  to  pafs  un<- 
cenfured  would  he  difgraceful  to  the  Houfe.  He  then  enume- 
rated fome  other  articles  in  Mr.  Troward's  bill.  He  obferved 
that  the  reafon  why  he  took  the  matter  up  was,  that  the  Lords 
of  the  Treafury  had  obferved,  that  for  the  firflt  eleven  daysie- 
veral  thoufand  pounds  had  been  charged  as  the  expence  of  the 
profecution,  and  that  they  had  refufed  to  give  orders  to  pay  the 
bill,  until  the  Managers  had  given  reafons  for  the  amount  of 
it.  So,  in  this  cafe,  he  wilhed  to  know  whether  the  Manager* 
had  given  Mr.  Troward  directions  to  read  thefe  neWfpapers, 
and  whether  they  had  given  him  alfo  directions  to  do  feveral 
things  which  were  charged  in  his  bill.  The  expence  of  this 
profecution  was  now  33,0001.  He  fhould  defire  that  Mr.  Tro- 
ward be  called  on  a  future  day  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  to  give 
? n  account  of  thefe  things.  The  Major  then  moved,  (t  That 
(i  fuch  nurnber  of  copies  be  printed  of  the  account  prefented 
u  to  the  Houfe,  of  the  expence  of  carrying  on  the  impeach* 
M  ment  againft  Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  from  the  year  1788, 
cc  to  the  prefent  feffion,  and  the  correfpondence  between  the 
-'*  Managers  of  that  trial  and  their  Solicitor,  on  the  fubjeft  of 
"  the  impeachment,  as  (hall  be  fufficient  for  the  Members  of 
"  this  Houfe." 

Mr.  CHISWELLfeconded  the  motion. 

Lord  NORTH  faid  a  few  words.  He  obferved  that  the  Ma- 
nagers were  not  attacked,  and  therefore  there  was  no  neceflity 
to  fay  any  thing.  It  was  with  the  Houfe  to  confider  whether 
Mr.  Troward  had  made  right  charges  or  not. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  bore  teftimony  of  the  refpeaability  of 
the  character  of  Meffrs.  Wallis  and  Troward.  He  obferved 
that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  wiihed  to  confider  the  con^ 
duel:  of  the  Managers  as  degrading,  he  was  willing  to  take  his 
ihare  of  fuch  degradation*  If  fuch  orders  had  been  given,  he 
(hould  have  no  obje&ion  to  bearing  all  the  fe verity  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  for  fuch  orders.  If  any  gentleman  had 
gone  through  the  trouble  of  reading  all  the  writings  of  the  ho*- 
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nourablc  gentleman^  he  did  not  think  that  five  and  twenty  gui- 
neas was  too  much  for  it. 

Major  SCOTT  faid,  that  fuppofing  that  Mr.  Troward  had 
.,  in  this  bill  charged  in  general  more  than  the  market  price  for 
'What  he  had  done,  the  only  thing  he  wanted  to  know  was,  who 
employed  him  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  fhould  not  take  up  the 
items  in  the  bill  alluded  to,  becaufe  he  did  not  think  that  was 
neceflary.  But  with  regard  to  the  particular  inftances  brought 
forward  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  ihould  think  the 
Houfe  would  paufe  awhile,  and  refleft  whether  they  were  not 
Hooping  a  little  too  low  if  they  fhould  examine  them.  The 
Managers,  if  they  gave  direft ions  to  others  to  attend,  and  to 
examine  whether  there  were  any  libels  publifhed  with  a  view 
of  prejudicing  the  Judges  of  the  trial,  a&ed  rightly.  Whether 
they  did  appoint  any  perfon  for  that  purpofe  was  another  ques- 
tion. If  they  did,  there  was  a  little  prodigality  in  employing 
any  perfon  to  perufe  the  labours  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  (till  more  in  paying  at  all  for  fuch  work  ;  but  as  the  Ma- 
nagers would  be  accufed  of  prodigality  in  paying  for  fuch  work, 
theyrefcued  themfelves  again  from  the  blame,  and  made  ample 
atonement  in  another  refpedt,  by  the  niggardly  reward  they 
allowed  for  the  hbour.  There  never  was  fo  niggardly  a  pay- 
ment as  five-and-twenty  guineas  for  reading  any  thing  that 
came  under  the  name  of  Afiaticus,  J.  S.,  or  John  Scott  !!-r- 
He  confidered  this  as  one  of  many  attempts  that  had  been  made 
from  time  to  time  to  (lander  the  Managers,  who  were  entitled 
to  the  honourable  and  liberal  prote&ion  of  the  Houfe  from  all 
Attacks  that  mould  be  made  againft  them. 

Mr,  ANSTRUTHER  thanked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer  for  the  liberal  and  handfome  manner  in  which  he  had 
conduded  himfelf  towards  the  Managers.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  if  any  objeftions  were  made  to  the  items  of  the  bill,  that 
Houfe  fhould  not  enter  into  the  inquiry,  but  the  bill  fhould  be 
referred  to  a  proper  officer  to  be  taxed. 

Major  SCOTT  faid,  he  waited  until  every  gentleman  had 
fpoke,  and  he  now  would  ufe  the  privilege  of  reply  ;  though 
to  any  thing  like  reafon  or  argument  in  oppofition  to  his  mo« 
tion,  he  had  nothing  to  remark,  becaufe  nothing  that  bore  the 
ftiape  of  an  argument  had  been  offered.    Wit  and  humour, 
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which  he  liked  as  well  sis  any  man,  he  had  heard,  but  no  rea- 
fons  againft  his  motion.  Still  he  would  repeat  the  grounds  of 
his  motion,  and  he  defied  the  abilities  of  both  fides  of  the  Houfe 
to  weaken  that  ftrong  ground  on  which  he  flood. 

A  trial  is  commenced,  and  the  Minifter  finding  34951*  ex- 
pended in  eleven  days  of  the  trial,  orders  his  fecretary  to  ex- 
prefshis.  alarm  at  the  magnitude  of  the  cxpences  likely  to  be 
incurred,  unlefs  fojne  meafures  are  taken  to  diminifh  the  ex- 
pence  in  future.  The  Managers,  to  whom  the  letter  is  ad- 
drefled,  refift  the  infinuation,  and  fay  that  a  confiderabje  part 
of  this  charge  is  incurred  previous  to  the  trial,  and  is  a  matter 
that  cannot  occur  again.  The  fair  inference  is,  that  in  future 
the  expence  will  be  very  trifling.  On  the  contrary,  the  34951* 
is  fwelled  to  near  37,0001.  ;  theTreafury,  who  were  fo  alarm- 
ed at  the  fmall  fum,  are  filent  as  to  the  greater ;  and  all  the 
Major  wanted,  he  faid,  was  to  let  the  Houfe  and  the  Public 
fee  the  whole  accounts,  which  he  affirmed  to  be  mod  enormous. 
Why  had  he  ever  interfered  in  it  f  Becaufe  the  Treafury  pu (li- 
ed the  fubje&  forward,  when  it  was  almoft  too  trifling  for  no- 
tice, and  when  he  took  no  part  in  it ;  yet  they  now  refufed  to 
have  it  fully  investigated,  when  it  became  a  matter  of  ferious 
importance.  Major  Scott,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  faid 
he  could  not  conceive  what  an  honourable  gentleman  meant  by 
faying  that  he  had  brought  it  forward  year  after  year — He  never 
had  meddled  in  it.  The  King's  Minifters,  and  an  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Burges)  not  now  a  Member,  firft  brought  it 
forward.  He  then  was  filent.  But  now  that  it  had  become  a 
mod  enormous  and  unauthorized  charge,  he  had  taken  it  up, 
and  had  encountered  all  the  wit  and  abilities  of  both  fides  of 
the,  Houfe.  But  his  caufe  was  too  good  to  fuffer  before  the 
Public  from  any  combination  of  parties  againft  him. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,    it  was  declared  from  the  Chair, 
that  the  Noes  had  it,  the  Major  thereupon  divided  the  Houfe*. 
Ayes,  o;  Noes,  137. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,   that  on  the  part  of  thofe  who  had 

for  their  objeft  the  internal  regulation  of  the  Royal  Burghs  in 

Scotland,  every  thing  had  been  done  to  entitle  them  to  have  an. 

inquiry  made  into  the  fubje&.     They  had  made  out  all  the  alle-r 

gations  of  their  petition,  and  they  were  now  before  the  Houfe*' 

On  a  former  occafion  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr« 
Vol.  XXXII.  Pp, 
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Dundas)  had  called  on  him  to  fpecify  his  complaint,  and  then 
faid  he  could  not  go  into  it  at  that  time — wifhed  that  it  (hcuki 
not  be  purfued  in  that  feffion*  To  this  he  affented,  and  oral 
and  written  evidence,  was  afterwards  colledted  to  fatisfy  the 
fcrtiplcs  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  He  had  the  evi- 
dence now  ready..  The  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  had  had 
their  time  to  fend  to  Scotland,  to  the  proper  officers,  for  any 
documents  they  mi'ght  think  fit,  for  the  fupport  of  what  they 
might  maintain  to  be  the  proper  defence  of  the  rights  belong- 
ing to  thefe  Royal  Burghs  ;  and  the  queftion  now  was,  Whe- 
ther the  allegations  of  the  petitions  he  had  prefented,  complain- 
ing of  abufes  in.  thefe  Royal  Burghs,  were  true  or  falfe.  He 
aflerted  that  abufes,  fuch  as  had  been  complained  of,  did  exift. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  denied  that — there  they 

were  at  iflTue,  and  that  was  the  fa&  which  he  wifhed  to  have 
decided — that  was  the  objeft  which  he  fliould  have  in  the  pro- 
pofition  which  he  fhould  make  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  fliould 
move  for  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  it.  .  He  fhould  prefer  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  but  that  he  would  not  have 
any  difpute,  he  fliould  refer  it,  if  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man wifhed  it,  to  a  feleft  Committee,  but  as  he  could  not/ee 
what  objection  could  be  made  to  either,  he  fhould  move, 
"  That  on  Tuefdaythe  17th  inftant,  this  Houfe  will  refolve 
<x  itf/lf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into 
"  confideration  the  matter  of  the  petition,  and  other  papers 
"  prefented  to  this  Houfe  lafl  feffion  of  Parliament,  relative  to 
"  the  Royal  Boroughs  of  Scotland." 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,  that  differing  as  he  did  from  the  hoT 
nourable  gentleman  in  every  thing  that  he  had  brought  forward 
year  after  year  on  this  fubjefl:,  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to 
fufFer  this  motion  to  pafs  without  oppofition.  It  was  to  beob- 
ferved,  that  at  the  re  quell  of  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf, 
laft  year  a  refolution  was  entered  into  that  this  fubjeft  fhould 
be  taken  into  confideration  early  in  the  then  enfuing  feffion. 
He  wifhed- to  know  whether  the  honourable  gentleman  chufed  - 
to  fay,  that  he  conformed  to  the  fpirit  of  that  refolution.  Was 
this  an  early  period  of  the  feffion — the  yery  day,  on  which  the 
Parliament  was  to  rife  for  the  holidays.  Mr.  Dundas  faid, 
that  it  was  true,  that  he  had  no  thoughts  of  returning  foon  to 
ScotUnd ;  but  then  it  mutt  be  allowed,  that  many  gentlemen 
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from  that  part  of  the  kingdom  were  about  to  return  ;  it  would 
be  inconvenient  for  them  to  ftay,  and  would  be  highly  improper 
that  the  fubjefi  (hould  be  difcufTed  in  their  abfence.  Indeed, 
he  might  fay  that  this  was  fo  far  from  b.  »ng  conformable  to  the  ' 
reiolution  of  the  Houfe,  of  taking  the  fubjeft  early  into  confi- 
deration,  that  it  was  almoft  the  end  of  it.  Great  part  of  the 
bufinefs  of  the  feflion  was  over,  and  that  which  remained  was 
only  what  the  Houfe  had  already  began.  He  certainly  had  ra- 
ther that  this  bufinefs  fhould  be  brought  forward  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  even  in  his  own  way,  rather  than  that  it 
fhould  remain  from  time  to  time  undecided.  He  knew  he  dif- 
fered from  fome  of  his  friends  on  this  fubjedt,.  They  wifhed 
that  the  fubjed  fhould  not  always  be  difcufled.  He  on  the 
contrary  dreaded  nothing  from  the  difcuflion  ;  but  he  muft  con-? 
fefs  he  withed  to  have  it  once  fettled  ;  but  if  the  queftion  was 
to  be  difcufled,  let  it  be  done  at  a  proper  time.  This  ought  to 
have  been  done  in  the  month  of  February.  The  honourable 
gentleman  faid  he  had  evidence  of  the  charters,  and  that  there  . 
were  abufes.  To  this  he  plainly  muft  objeft  at  once,  for  if 
the  charters  were  infringed,  there  was  a  law  offended  :  in  that 
cafe  the  Courts  of  Scotland  were  competent  to  remedy  the  evil, 
and  confequently  there  could  be  no  reafon  for  any  inquiry  in 
that  Houfe.  He  could  not  poffibly  agree  to  pledge  the  Houfe 
tb  enter  into  a  Committee,  unlefs  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  ftate  the  nature  of  the  propofit ion  he  had  to  make  in  that 
Committee ;  for  poffibly  it  might  be  fuch,  as  he  (hould  not  ei- 
ther think  ncceflary  or  fit  to  be  put  to  a  Committee.    ' 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  might  have  been  aftonifhed  at  .this  mode 
ofobjedting  to  his  proportions,  one  after  another  regularly,  as 
he  made  them,  did  he  not  know  the  principl  on  which  th?y 
were  founded,  and  the  reafon  for  them.  The  truth  was,  that 
they  (hunnedthe  inquiry,  and  wifhed  to  evade  it  by  any<peans  * 
they  could  devife ;  any  thing  but  a  fair  and  candid  contcft  of  the 
point  in  iflue  he  expeded  ;  but  he  would  promife  gentlemen, 
on  the  other  fide,  they  (hould  not  get  over  the  bufinefs  in  that ' 
way;  As  to  the  time  being  too  far  advanced  in  the  feflion  ;  and 
the  idea  thatimfinefs  of  importance  was  chiefly  over,  he  muft 
obferve  in  the  firft  place,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power,  without 
rnanifeft  inconvenience  to  have  brought  on  this  fubjeS  in  Fe- 
bruary, as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  hinted  ought  to 
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have  been  done ;    he  was  obliged  to  attend  to  other  obje&s, 
which  it  was  not  for  the  Houfe  to  hear — and  the  more  particu- 
larly fo,  when  they  recolle&ed,    that  whenever  the  fubjeft 
came  forward,  it  was  always  in  the  mind  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  either  too' late  .or  to  early.     As  to  the  other 
point,  namely,    that  mod  of  the  bufiqefs  of  importance  was 
over,  he  mud  fay,  that  if  he  had  not  already  had  fo  much  ex- 
perience of  the  (hifts  and  (huffies  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman on  this  occafion,  he  (hould  have  been  furprifed  at  this. 
What, would  he  fay  to  his  own  notice  this  very  day,  of  bring- 
ing forward,  fix  days  after  the  day  for  this  motion,  proportions 
upon  the  (lave  trade  ?    Was  that  important  ?  Was  it  early 
enough  for.  that,  although  too  late  for  a  confideration  of  the 
Scots  Boroughs  ?  Or  did  he  believe  that  many  gentlemen  at  that 
time  would  be  in  the  country,  inftead  of  attending  to  their  duty 
in  Parliament  ? 

There  were  two  defcriptions  of  perfons  in  this  country : 
thofe  who  attempted,  to  reform  every  thing,  and  thofc  who 
were  determined  to  reform  nothing — they  were  both  dangerous  . 
perfons  ;  but  in  the  degree  of  danger  from  thefe  do&rines, 
there  was  no  comparifon.  No  man  could  be  fo  great  an  enemy 
to  the  conftitution  of  England  itfelf,  as  he  who  maintained  it 
was  perfeft,  and  on  that  principle  refifted  all  attempts  to  reform 
it,  and  branded  thofe  who  attempted  it  as  wild  fpeculators  and 
dealers  in  dangerous  innovation. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHZR  profefled  himfelf  entirely  againft  the 
motion,  as  a  point  of  vain,  vague,  and  fpeculative  theory,  that 
could  not  be  reduced  to  pradUce.  He  meant  the  objeft  of  hav- 
ing a  Committee — namely,  a  reform  in  the  theory  of  a  confti- 
tution, which  had  no  practical  defe&s  or  alarms.  He  thought 
it  extraordinary  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  year 
after  year  Drought  this  fubjeft  forward,  (hould  not  now  be 
ready  to  proceed  in  it.  With  refped  to  the  conftitution  of 
England,  he  took  occafion  to  obferve,  that  thofe  who  are  al- 
ways ready  to  open  a  (hop  for  reform  were  not  friends  to  the 
people.  He  (hould  be  ready  to  deliver  his  fentiments  on  that 
fubjeft,  whenever  it  (hould  be  brought  forward*  He  was 
ready  to  meet  any  inquiry  into  that  fubjeft,  becaufe  he  was 
convinced,    that  the  more  the  pra&ice  of  the  conftitution  of 
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England  was  looked  into  and  compared  with  the  vifionary  the- 
ory of  other  people,  the  more  would  it  be  admired. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  thoughfthat  the  general  ob- 
jections to  the  prefent  fyftem  ought  to  be  known,  and  the 
abufes  pointed  out,  before  the  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee ; 
when  that  was  the  cafe,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  coy  Id 
point  out  the  fpecific  remedy  to  be  adopted,  the  fooner  the 
queftion  came  to  be  difcufled  the  better.  He  thought  the  he  - 
nourable  gentleman  had  fixed  on  a  wrong  day,  becaufe  the  fe-  ' 
cond  reading  of  the  Weftminfter  police  bill  flood  for  the  17th  ; 
and  though  he  trurted  there  was  not  much  difference  of  opinion 
oh  this  fubjeft,  yet  if  it  ihould  go  into  any  length  of  difcuflion, 
it  could  not  be  expefted  that  thofe  who  brought  it  forward 
would  give  way  to  the  difcuflion  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
motion,  notice  of  which  was  fubfequent  to  the  other. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN,  hoped  there  would  be  no  occafion  to  put 
off  his  motion  after  the  day  he  had  mentioned,  but  muft  fay 
one  word  refpefting  the  latenefsof  the  feffion,  which  was,  that 
he  recollected  a  time  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  op- 
pofite  had  brought  forward  a  great  conflitutional  queftion,  re- 
fpefting  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people,  even  at 
-a  l^ter  period  than  what  he  now  propofed  for  this  queftion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITTfaid,  that  with  regard  to  the  motion 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  bring  forward  in  1782,  relative  to 
a  parliamentary  reform,  -he  muft  obferve,  and  the  Houfe  might 
recoiled,  that  though  it  was  April  or  May  before  he  brought 
it  on,  that  could  not  be  called  late  in  the  feffion  of  that  year. 
It  was  at  a  period  when  party  divifions  ran  high,  and  when 
there  was  as  full  an  attendance  as  was  ever  remembered— nei- 
ther could  he  fee  any  analogy  between  his  motion  that  year^nd 
that  which  the  honourable  Member  propofed  on  this  bufinefs, 
particularly  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  always  afTerted 
that  there  was  no  intention  whatever  by  his  motion  to  make 
any  alteration  in  the  parliamentary  reprefentation  of  the  Royal 
Burghs.  From  the  manner  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
treated  this  bufinefs  all  along,  he  fcarcely  believed  that  his  cli- 
ents would  give  him  much  credit  for  his  afliduity. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  contended  that  there  were  many  reafons 
which  prevented  him  from  prcfling  the  bufinefs ;  formerly  he 
had  often  thought  it  an  improper  time  to  pufh  any  thing  that 
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looked  liked  reform,  becaafe,  by  fome  (bange  perverfion  any 
improvement  propofed,  was  converted  into  ideas  of  innovation ' 
and  revolution.  He  had>  however,  now  got  pofleffion  of  Ef- 
ficient materials,  and  had  given  up  his  own  opinion  to  that  of 
others,  and  he  was  determined  to  bring  the  motion  on.  He 
did  not  mind  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  thought  of 
t  his  affiduity,  but  if  he  had  been  flow,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman would  find  that  he  was  fecure  in  his  purpofe,  and  he  had 
heard  nothing  to  make  him  poftpone  the  bufmefs  longer.  As 
to  reforms,  he  thoughtthofe  who  called  for  unneceflary  reform, 
and  thofe  who  faid  that  there  was  no  occafion  for  any  reform, 
were  equally  enemies  to  conftitutional  principles. 

Sir  JvS.  ERS'KINE  thought  the  Houfe  was  no  ways  pledg-  | 

cd,  nor  ought  they  to  go  into  any  Committee,  till  they  were  con-  I 

vinced  that  the  grievances  complained  of  really  exifted ;  in  his 
\    opinion  they  did  hot. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  was  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  faid 
there  was  a  material  difference  between  the  parliamentary  re- 
form of  *the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite,  and  that  of 
his  honourable  friend ;  the  firll  was  a  practical  reform,  the 
other  a  mere  theoretic  fpeculation.  As  to  the  conftitution  of 
this  country,  he  was  always  of  opinion,  that  the  more  its 
t  principles  were  known  and  pradYifed,  the  more  it  would  be  ad- 
mired, and  ought  to  be  adhered  to  \  the  lefs  attention  of 
courfe  ought  to  be  be  -paid  to  fyftems  merely  theoretic  and 
Tifionary. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  thought  all  the  obje&ions  ftated  would 
have  come  in  time  enough  in  the  Committee.  He  enumerated 
the  materials,  fuch  as  the  charters  and  fets  of  Burghs  which 
had  been  violated  with  impunity,  and  many  other  fa£ts  which 
he  could  prove  when  the  Committee  fat ;  and  contended,  the 
only  oppofition  therefore  that  could  be  made,  was  as  to  the 
time  of  the  feffion,  upon  which  he  thought  enough  had  been 
faid  to  obviate  it.  He  contended^  that  there  was  no  power  of 
control  ve^fted  in  any  Court  in  Scotland  over  the  tranfaclions  of 
Magiftrates,  which  was  an  important  point  at  iflue  between  the 
fight  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  and  him. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  replied,   and  after  a  few  words  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer-,    the  motion  was  put  and  nega- 
_  tived. 
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After  which,  Mr.  Sheridan  moved,  "  That  on,  Wednefday, 

.  u  the  1 8th  of  April,  this  Houfe  db  take  into  confideration  the 

"  petitions  and  other  papers  on  their  table,  relative  to  abufes 

.  "  pra&ifed  in  the  internal  management  of  the  Royal  Boroughs 

■  "  in  Scotland  ;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  then  adjourned  to  ; 

Tuff  Jay  9  i"jth  April. 

Mr,  FOX  moved,  "  That  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
"  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hpufe  to-mor- 
"  row,  to  confider  of  the  circumftances  of  the  African  flavc 
"  trade,  be  read,"  which  being  done, 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  his  motive  for  making  this  motion,  was 
to  take  care  that  this  important  bufinefs  mould  be  brought  for- 
ward for  the  farther  difcuflion  of  Parliament,  without  lofs  of 
time.     He  underftood  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
.  (Mr..  Dundas)  was  to  bring  on  fomething  by  way  of  regulatioa 
on  this  fubjeft,  and  that  the  day  appointed  for  that  purpofe 
was  Monday  next.     He  knew  not  what  meafure  was  intended 
to  be  propofed  ;  he  hoped  it  would  be  a  bill  for  the  fpeedy  abo- 
lition of  the  trade.     He  was  fure  that  no  time  ought  to  be  loft. 
He  felt  the  delay  even  of  thefe  fix  days  very  ferioufly,  confufer- 
ing  the  advanced  ftateof  the  feflion*     The  only  thing  he  could 
now  do,  however,  was  to  move  that  the  order  for  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  Houfe  to-morrow  upon  this  fubjedt,  fhould 
be  difcharged,  and  appointed  afterwards  for  Monday  next. — 
He  hoped  that  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fhould  pro- 
pofe  upon  the  fubjeft  would  be  brought  forward  in  fuch  a  fhape, 
that  thofe  who  wiflied  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  Have 
jrade,  as  well  as  thofe  who  were  contented  with  having  it  gra- 
dually, could  vote  for  it.     He  hoped  and  trufted  alfo  it  would 
befucceGsfuL    His  chief  object  now  was,  to  keep  the  Houfe 
and  the  Public  to  the  point,  and  that  it  mould  not  be  permitted 
to  deep  for  a  moment,  but  that  it  mould  make  fuch  a  progref* 
as  to  be  in  readinefs  for  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament  at  a  time 
that  would  not  admit  of  affefted  arguments  for  delay  to  another 
year.     JJe  certainly  had  not  changed  his  mind  on  this  fubjeft, 
He  could  wifb  an  immediate  and  total  abolition  ;  but  if  that 
ways  not  tx>  be  pbtaincd,  it  was  eifential  that  no  time  fljoul^  be 
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loft  in  bringing  forward  whatever  other  regulation  fliould  be 
deemed  expedient,  and  he  hoped  to  hear  the  whole  fubjeft  dif- 
cutled  on  Monday.  For  thefe  reafons,  he  moved,  "  That  the 
"  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
"  mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to-morrow,  to  confider  of  the 
u  cumftances  of  the  African  (lave  trade,  be  difcharged." 

Ordered. 

He  then  moved,  "  That  the  Houfe  do  refolve  itfelf  into  that 
"  Committee  on  MoncWy  next."     Ordered. 

The  new  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt  was  read 
a'third  time,  and  patted. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  which  was  for 
-  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  regulating  the  office  of  Juftice 
of  the  Peace  for  fuch  part  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  as  lies  in 
and  hear  the  metropolis,  &t. 

Mr.  MAIN  WARING  obferved,  that  this  was  a  matter  of 
very  great  importance  to  the  Public.  It  was  proper  that  gen- 
tlemen fliould  underftand  what  the  bill  was,  and  that  it  fhould 
be  difcufTed  in  a  full  Houfe. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  obferved,  that  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  brought  in  the  bill  was  now  abfent,  he  had  •  brought  the 
fubjeft  forward.  It  was  a  bill,  on  the  principle  of  which  he 
believed  there  could  not  be  much  difference  of  opinion  ;  or,'  if 
there  fhould,  ample  opportunity  would  be  given  for  the  ftate- 
ment  of  thofe  obje&ions,  for  he  fhould  propofe  that  it  fliould 
not  be  committed  until  Wednefday  fe'nnight.  This  appeared 
to  him  to  be  fully  fufficient  to  meet  all  ebje&ion,  as  any  amend- 
ments to  any  part  that  might  now  appear  wrong,  or  any  defi- 
ciency that  ought  to  be  fupplied  by  additional  claufes,  or  any 
-  other  fort  of  alteration,  might  be  made  in  the  Committee.  He 
faw  no  reafon  why  the  bill  fhould  not  now  be  read  a  fecond 
time. 

~  Mr.  MAINWARING  faid,  he  always  understood  that  this 
was  the  ftage  in  which  oppofition  could  fairly  be  offered  to  a 
bill.  He  muft  beg  leave  to  mention  what  occurred  to  him  on 
the  fubjeft.  '  He,  perhaps,  might  havemorp  local  information 
than  others  on  this  bufinefs.  Upon  looking  over  this  bill,  he 
could  riot  flatter  himfelf  that  he  faw  much  advantage  which 
could  arife  to  the  Public  from  it  in  its.  prefent  ftate.  He 
thought  it  might  do  fome  good,  but  a  great  deal  of  mifchief. 
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It  was  true,  as  it  had  been  ftated,  that  the  office  of  Juftice  of 
the  Peace,  for  part  of  the  metropolis,  wanted  regulation.  He" 
wilhed  that  the  pra&ices  of  fome  of  thefe  Juftices  fhould  b« 
corre&ed.  They  did  fome  harm,  and  yet  they  did  fome  good ; 
but  this  bill  did  not  appear  to  be  calculated  to  remedy  the  evil* 
that  were  moft  to  be  complained  of  in  the  office  of  Juftice  of 
the  Peace.  He  wanted  to  ftrengthen  the  arm  of  the  Magiftrate, 
in  order  to  fupprefs  vice.  That  was  not  done  by  this  bill. — 
Another  obje&ion  occurred.  It  was  a  bill  for  all  the  metro- 
polis, which  was  much  too  extenfive  to  receive  any  real  benefit 
from  the  bill  in  queftion.  No  power  was  given  them  to  be  ac- 
tive ;  they  were  to  wait  for  perfons  to  come  and  exhibit  their 
complaints.  If  fo,  he  was  fure  it  would  be  of  great  difTervice. 
No  care  would  be  taken  to  fupprefs  robberies.  They  (hould? 
at  each  office,  have  at  Ieaft  ten  men  for  this  purpofe ;  for  ii\ 
this  way  they  would  have  a  great  number  of  perfons  to  appre- 
hend. Here  they  were  penning  a  law  without  having  any  fe- 
curity  of  the  effeft  of  it,  for  it  pointed  out  nothing  for  the  Ma- 
giftrates  to  do  of  their  own  accord,  but  merely  that  they  mould 
take  cognizance  of  things  brought  before  them.  He  wiflied 
to  know  on  what  foundation  thefe  offices  were  to  proceed  ?-^r- 
Were  they  to  be  fomething  fimilar  to  that  at  Bow-ftreet  ? — He 
owned  he  mould  in  that  refpeft  approve  them  ;  but  this  feemed 
to  be  a  bill  founded  on  the  prefent  policy  of  Adminiftration, 
inftead  of  being  on  a  general  principle.  If  fo,  any  future  Ad- 
miniftration might  change  it,  or  it  might  be  changed  by  the 
prefent  Adminiftration  in  different  circumftances.  He  wanted 
the  people  to  know  what  fyftem  of  policy  would  permanently  be 
adopted.  The  plan  was  fhewn  to  him  fome  time  ago.  He  faid 
it  was  a  cold  feeble  jneafure  that  might  do  fome  little  good,  but 
a  great  deal  of  mifchief.  The  author  of  the  bill  faid,  he  lhould 
like  a  bill  of  more  general  extent  in  its  principle,  but  he  was 
afraid  if  he  brought  it  forward,  Government  would  not  affift 
him,  on  account  of  the  expenceof  a  complete  fyftem.  Mr. 
Mainwaring  faid,  he  was  pleafed  to  fee  the  right  honourable 
Secretary  of  State  fecond  the  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 
bill,  for  he  was  in  hopes  of :  feeing  a  folid  fyftem  of  policy 
brought  forward,  preferable  to  that  which  we  now  have  ;  but 
that  hope,  by  perufing  the  prefent  bill,  was  quite  vanifhed, 
and  he  was  now  left  to  wiflx  that  he  kaew  what  the  fyftem  w»fc 
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With  regard  16  the  expence  of  the  bill,  he  underftood  that  it 
was  expe&ed  by  thofe  who  penned  it,  that  fuch  expence  {hould- 
be  defrayed  out  of  the  fees  taken  at  the  offices,  for  penalties 
impofed  on  certain  perfons  offending  againft  various  a&s  of 
Parliament.     If  they  relied  on  thofe  penalties,  he  was  confident 
they  would  be  deceived  ;  and  if  ever. they,  (hould  ftretch  that 
principle,  in  order  to  make  the  penalties  anfwer  the  expence, 
the  bill  would,  fo  far  from  being  a  benefit,  become  a  nuifance. 
With  refpeft  to  the  number  of  offices  to  be  appointed  for  car- 
rying on  the  objeft  of  the  bill,  he  confeffed  he  faw  great  ob- 
jection.    Five  offices  he  thought  too  few  for  any  thing  like 
^ convenience  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis.    Thofe  of 
Mary-le-bone,  a  large  town  of  itfelf,  muft  all  come  to  an  of- 
fice at  Soho.     The  inhabitants  of  St.  Pancras  were  to  go  to 
Iflington  ;  but  above  all,  the  inhabitants  of  the  eaft  part  of  the 
metropolis  were  to  have  but  one  office  ;  this,  he  was  fure,  was 
quite  inadequate.     There  was  no  part  of  the  King's  dominions 
that  required  greater   vigilance,  attention,  and  ability   in    a 
Magiftrate,  than  this  particular  diftrift.    The  inhabitants  were 
a  hardy  laborious  race  of  men,  but  who,  from  the  roughnefs 
of  their  habits,  were  defperate,  when  \they  were  either  mif- 
guided  by  their  own  defires,  or  mifled  by  others.     In  fiiort, 
the  bill,  in  this  refpeft,  was  deplorably  defeftive,  and  would 
never  be  found  to  anfwer  any  thing  like  a  good  purpofe*     He 
obferved  alfo,  that  there  was  no  regulation  made  in  the  bill  for 
alehoufes.     The  laft  obfervatidn  he  had  to  make  on  this  bill, 
was  the  manner  of  appointing  the  Magiftrates.     It  would  give 
to  the  Crown  a  prodigious  deal   of  patronage,  and  that  too  in 
the  moft  exceptionable  way. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  obferved,  that  the  firft  part  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  objeftion  could  hardly  be  faid  to  be  fair.  It 
was  a  complaint,  that  the  bill  did  not  go  far  enough'  in  granting 
power  to  the  Magiftrates.  This  the  Houfe  would  do  him  the 
juftice  to  recoiled  he  mentioned  at  the  time  the  bufmefs  was 
opened,  and  when  the  Houfe  gave  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
and  at  that  time  objections  being  ftartedto  that  idea,  he  did  not 
wifti  to  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  bill,  and  he  confented  for 
that  time  not  to  purfue  that  thought  arjy  farther,  but  referved 
to  himfelf  the  right  of  renewing  it  on  fome  future  day,  if  he 
ihould  think  he  could  propofe  any  plan  that  (hould  appear  to 
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him  to  be  a  proper  one,  and  he  made  the  fame  anfwer  now. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  mifconceived  the  nature  of  this 
bill,  if  he  thought  that  the  whole  of  the  police  of  this  metropo- 
lis will  be  changed  by  it.  The  power  of  the  different  Magif- 
trates  will  all  of  them  remain  entire,  as  if  this  bill  had  never 
been  thought  of.  It  did  not  infringe  on  the  different  powers  of 
the  Magiftrates,  to  enforce  good  order  and  preferve  a  good 
police.  It  only  appointed  certain  office*,  at  which  public  bu- 
finefs  fhould  be  tranfa&ed,  and  ena&ed  that  no  fees  fhould  be 
taken  at  any  other  office.  As  to  the  obje&ion  againft  the  Ma- 
giflrates being  paid  out  of  the  money  taken  at  the  office,  there 
jeally  was  nothing  in  it ;  the  cafe  was  fo  now ;  the  only  dif- 
ference was,  that  now  fees  were  taken  for  the  fupport  of  the 
Magiftrates,  whereas,  by  the  bill  in  queftion,  the  penalties  le- 
vied (hall  go  to  the  fund,  out  of  which  the  Magiftrates  fhall 
have  fixed  falaries.  If  this  fhould  hereafter  appear  improper 
to  the  Houfe,  it  could  be  altered  in  the  Committee.  As  to  the 
objection,  that  the  bill  was  not  extenfive  enough,  that  was  a 
point  to  go  to  a  Committee,  but  could  not  be  made  an  objec- 
tion to  the  bill  itfelf,  the.profeffed  principle  of  which  was,  to 
correft  abufe  in  the  conduft  of  trading  Juftices.  Indeed,  he 
did  not  mean  to  fay  that  the  bill  was  fufficiently  extenfive,  and 
he  inclined  to  think  it  fhould  be  more  fo.  The  borough  might 
be  brought  under  the  fame  regulation.  This  was  alfo  another 
obje&  for  the  confideration  of  the  Committee.  With  regard 
to  the  queftion  of  patronage  to  the  Crown,  he  could  not  fee 
what  alteration  this  bill  made  in  that  refpeft ;  for  he  underftood 
that  at  this  very  moment  the  fole  appointment  of  all  thofe  who 
hold  the  commiffion  was  in  the  Crown,  and  he  wanted  to  know 
how  the  Magiftracy  of  this  country  was  to  be  carried  on  but  in 
this  way  ?  If  it  was  wrong,  that  would  be  matter  for  future, 
confideration;  but  he  protefted  he  did  not  fee  what  alteration 
for  the  better  could  be  made  in  that  refpe&.  However,  there 
might  be  many  things  thought  of  in  the  Committee.     Perhaps 

*  it  might  be  proper  to  introduce  fome  checks  of  a  certain  na- 
ture.    Some  had  an  idea,   that  perfons  fit  to  be  appointed, 

•  fhould  be  only  thofe  who  fhall  be  returned  fo  at  the  quarter 
feflions.  All  thefe  were  fit  objefts  for  the  confideration  of  the 
Committee  •  The  queftions  here  were,  Whether  the  daily  bu- 
fmefs  of  the  firft  importance  in  this  metropolis,   fhould  be 

<u  a 
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tranfafted  through  the  medium  of  trading  Juftices,  or  by  the 
plan  laid  down  by  the  prcfent  bill  ?  and  whether  this  was  a  fit 
matter  to  be  confidered  by  a  Committee  of  that  Houfe  on  a 
future  day  ? 

Mr,  FOX  faid,  he  did  not  objeS  to  the  bill  now,  under- 
standing that  it  was  to  be  di  feu  fled  on  a  future  occafion.  He 
had  not  had  all  the  inftruftion  he  wifhed,  and  hoped  to  have, 
from  his  conftituents  pn  this  fubjecl.  But  as  the  bill  appeared, 
there  feemed  to  him  to  be  two  objections  to  it ;  one,  that  it 
will  do  no  good  whatever  ;  the  other,  that  it  is  likely  to  do 
fome  mifchief.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  obje&ions  taken 
to  this  bill  were  unanfwerable  or  not,  but  he  was  fure  they  had 
not  been  anfwered,  and  therefore  he  fhould  be  glad  that  an- 
other difcuflion  fhould  take  place,  in  order  that  the  promoters 
of  the  bill  might  have  an  opportunity  to  improve  their  argu- 
ments. With  regard  to  the  patronage  which  this  bill  was  fup- 
pofed  to  create,  it  would  certainly  be  thrown  into  that  fcale, 
and  add  weight  to  that  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  already 
much  too  heavy,  and  which  he  never  wifhed,  and  now  he 
would  not  be  fufpeAed  to  wifh,  to  be  the  heavieft.  The  Ma- 
giftrates  who  were  to  aft  under  this  bill  were  to  be  appointed 
by  the  King ;  they  were  to  receive  offices  of  profit,  for  there 
are  to  be  falaries  given.  Now  this  was  patronage,  and  patro- 
nage of  great  confequence  too ;  for  although  the  -King  had  the 
appointment,  the  whole  management  of  it  was  under  the  im- 
mediate direction  and  control  of  the  Minifter,  who  has  had 
alfo  the  appointment  of  thefe  trading  Juftices.  Now  he  wifhed 
to  know,  what  the  fecurity  was  which  the  Public  had,  that  any 
benefit  whatever  would  refult  from  this  bill  ?  W^hat  fecurity 
was  there,  that  he  who  appointed  thefe  trading  Juftices,  who 
are  no^Jaid  to  be  unworthy  of  their  ftation,  wiU  appoint  men 
of  better  character  or  capacity  to  fucceed  them  ?  There  is  the 
fame  perfon  to  appoint  both,  with  the  fame  mdtives  to  influenct 
his  appointment,  namely,  patronage  !  He  did  not  think  it  in 
the  leaft  degree  likely  that  thefe  perfons  would  be  better  ap- 
pointed than  their  predeceffors.     However,  he  fhould  not  make 

» any  oppofition  now,  but  referve  what  Jie  had  to  fay  for  the  next 
difcuflion. 

. .  Mr.  WILBERFORCE  fupported  the  bill.  He  ©bfcrved, 
that  what  the  Juftices  receive  now,  they  receive  out  of  fees, 
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whereas  hereafter  their  receipt  would  not  depend  upon  fees, 
but  on  a  dated  falary,  which  led  to  independence,  and  confe- 
quently  it  was  fair  to  expeft  that  their  conduft  would  be 
better. 

Mr.  FOX  obferved,  that  this  could  make  no  difference  in 
the  charader  of  a  perfon  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  nor 
did  it  convey  any  idea  of  fecurity  to  the  Public,  that  none  but 
fit  perfons  (hould  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  as  it  now  ftands,  the 
Crown  has  the  appointment  of  the  Magiftrates.  After  they 
were  fo  appointed,  they  are  liable  to  the  temptation  which  re- 
ceiving fees  throws  in  their  way,  and  it  is  by  thefe  fees  they 
fubfift.  By  this  bill  the  Q;own  would  have  the  appointment, 
but  afterwards  the  perfons  appointed  would  not  be  under  any 
temptation  on  account  of  fees,  becaufe  they  would  be  fupported 
by  a  regular  falary  ;  if  they  a&ed  improperly,  they  would  be 
difmifled. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  the  bufinefs  now  before 
the  Houfe,  the  Juftices'  trade,  had  long  occupied  his  attention. 
He  had  more  than  once,  with  a  gentleman  of  the  law,  thought 
of  fomething  like  a  plan  for  its  regulation.  But  the  point  by 
which  he  had  always  been  checked,  was  the  confideration  of 
undue  influence.  He  could  not  hit  upon  a  plan  that  would 
prevent  the  thing  from  being  or  becoming  a  job.  All  the  fyf- 
tems  of  regulation  which  he  had  feen  in  this  rcfpefl:,  were  no- 
thingunore,  and  he  was  afraid  never  would  be  any  thing  elfc 
than  a  job.  He  admitted  that  there  were  neceflary  regulations 
with  regard  to  the  fees  of  thefe  perfons,  but  they  Would  all  be 
trifled  with  and  evaded.  As  to  the  remark,  that  they  (hould 
be  difmifled  from  their  offices'  if  they  did  noj  a£l  right,  he  feared 
the  fecurity  in  that  refpedt  was  not  very  fond  or  fatisfa&ory  to 
thofe  who  wiflied  to  fee  the  Magiftrates  independent.  He 
thought  they  would  lofe  their  offices  if  they  voted  wrong  at  an 
ele&ion  ;  and  fo  no  doubt  they  would  if  they  procured  votes  by 
remitting  the  penalties  of  the  lottery  aft— or  excufed  an  elector, 
or  an  election  agent  of  a  Court  candidate,  part  of  an  excife 
fine  for  eleftion  fervice.  Care,  no  doubt,  would  be  taken 
they  fhould  aft  with  integrity  in  thefe  cafes.  To  be  ferious, 
he  was  convinced  that  this  fyftem  of  police  was  nothing  more 
.than  a  fyfom  of  influence. 


^  1 
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Mr.  Mi  MONTAGU  faid  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the 
bill. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  to-morrow  fe'nnight. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

PFednefday,  \%th  April 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  from  what  had  been  faid  ori 
the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  upon  this  fubjeft,  he  was  in  hopes 
that  his  motion  for  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair  would  have 
been  aflented  to  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  and  he  ftill  hoped  that 
when  gentlemen  recolledted  the  whole  of  the  fubjeft  now 
brought  forward,  they  would  not  perfevere  in  their  oppofition 
to  that  mode  of  proceeding,  and  that  they  would  not  endeavour 
to  induce,  or  call  upon  the  Houfe  to  depart  from  its  own 
pledge,  and  that  they  would  not  offer  an  infult  to  a  body  of 
men,  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  fupport  on  the  prefent  occa- 
l\on.  If  they  did  take  this  method  of  oppofition,  he  muft  fay, 
they  did  not  themfelves  feem  to  recoiled  how  the  matter  in 
queftion  flood,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  refrefhing  their  lecollec- 
tion  he  (hould  ftate  the  real  fituation  of  the  bufinefs. 

Some  years  fince  a  number  of  petitions  from  the  Royal 
Burghs  of  Scotland,  unanimoufly  pointing  out  grievances,  and 
demanding  redrefs,  were  prefented  to  that  Houfe.  The  num- 
ber of  Royal  Burghs  were  in  all  fixty-fix,  and  at  this  time  fifty 
of  them  had  concurred  in  their  complaint.  Thefe  compofed  a 
Vaft  majority  of  all  the  trade,  commerce*  wealth,  and  popula- 
tion of  the  Burghs  of  North  Britain.  They  compofed  alfo  a 
great  part  of  the  rank  and  dignity  of  it.  Perfons  thus  fituated, 
and  thus  complaining,  were  worthy  of  the  attention  of  that 
Houfe,  and  moft  particularly  that  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Dundas).  Thefe  petitions  ftated  the  general  mif- 
management,  mifapplication  of  money,  dilapidation  of  pro- 
perty, and  various  injuries  and  grievances  fuftained  by  them  in 
COnfequence  of  the  ufurped  authority  of  certain  felf-ele&ed 
Magiftrates  in  thefe  Burghs,  and  that  to  thefe  complaints  there 
Was  at  prefent  no  redrefs  to  be  procured  under  the  law  of  Scot- 
land* They  had  fought  for  redxtfs,  but  were  unable  to  obtain 
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it  in  fiich  a  fituation.  He  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the 
only  application  they  could  make  was  an  application  to  Parlia- 
ment ;  for  he  maintained  that  it  was  a  decided  point  that  there 
was  not  now  a  Court  of  competent  Jurifdiction  to  afford  relief 
to  thefe  complainants.  If  that  was  the  cafe,  the  application 
to  Parliament  was  correct  and  regular.  This  was  denied  by 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide.  Here  the  parties  were  at  ifliie* 
The  point  now  remaining  to  be  tried  (hould  be  fubmitted  to  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry — if  they  could  prove  thefe  facts,  they 
would  immediately  fall  under  the  wifdom  of  Parliament,  to 
have  that  redrefs  which  is  due  from  its  juftice.  Three  feflions 
ago  he  prefented  a  bill  to  this  Houfe,  with  a  view  to  have  thefe 
complaints  removed,  by  removing  the  caufe  of  them.  The  bill 
was  read  a  firft  time.  When  it  came  to  a  fecond  reading,  he 
then  pledged  himfelf  to  prove  every  article  of  allegation  in  thefe 
petitions.  The  gentlemen  oppofite  to  him  faid,  that  they 
were  grievances  of  great  magnitude.  They  admitted,  that  if 
they  could  be  proved,  redrefs  ought  to,  and  (hould  be,  granted ; 
but  they  faid  he  was  irregular  in  his  application,  and  that  he 
ought  to  inftitute  a  Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  if  he  proved  his 
facts,  redrefs  muft  follow:  upon  this  he  withdrew  his  bill, 
conceiving  that  then  he  was  at  iflue  with  them  upon  the  facts 
of  thefe  grievances,  and  that  if  he  proved  them,  redrefs  would 
follow.  He  then  proceeded,  he  faid,  to  the  eftablifh  merit  of 
thefe  facts,  for  which  purpofe  he  caufed  copies  to  be  made  of 
all  the  charters  of  thefe  Burghs,  and  all  the  fetts.  He  fought 
for  the  accounts  of  the  public  property,  and  all  alienations, 
&c.  The  next  feffion  only  a  part  of  thefe  was  produced, 
fome  of  the  Burghs  being  deficient  in  that  refpect  ;  afterwards, 
however,  the  whole  became  complete.  Laft  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment the  whole  came  before  the  Houfe,  and  it  was  propofed 
to  go  into  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  upon  the  cafe,  that  facts 
might  be  afcertained,  upon  which  to  ground  the  future  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Houfe.  Upon  this  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Dundas)  did  not  pretend  to  deny  thefe  facts,  nor 
had  he  an  idea  in  his  mind,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  harboured  a  thought  of  infulting  the  people  of  Scotland 
fb  grofsly,  as  to  fay  to  them,  Now  you  have  collected  your 
proofs,  you  have  prepared  to  fubmit  your  cafe  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  you  (hall  not  be  heard,  I  will  not  now  confent  to 
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inquire,  you  fhall  be  repulfed — I  was  only  jefting  with  you 
formerly ;  now  I  tell  you  plainly,that  apparent  franknefs  was  a 
mere  mockery.  Nothing  of  this  kind  was  faid,  or  conveyed 
laft  year.  On  the  contrary,  there  was  an  implied  silent  to  the 
inquiry,  only  it  was  then  ftated  to  be  too  late  in  the  feflion. 
Upon  this  principle,  and  feemingly  fair  profpeft  of  ultimate 
fuccefs,  a  motion  was  made  on  the  27th  of  May  laft,  and  the 
Houfe  entered  into  a  rcfolution,  which  he  begged  the  Houfe 
to  hear.  (The  refolution  was  then  read,  the  purport  of  it  was 
that  the  Houfe  would  early  in  the  then  next  feflion,  take  into 
confideration  the  date  of  the  Royal  Burghs.)  Here  it  was  evi- 
dent, that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Houfe  to  go  fairly  into 
this  inquiry.  This  could  only  be  done  in  a  Committee,  and 
to  refufe  a  Committee,  was  to  refufe  every  thing  that  could 
relate  to  the  fubjeft.  He  had  a  right  to  call  on  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  not  only  from  the  duty  he  owed  to  the 
people  of  North  Britain,  but  alfo  from  a  fenfe  he  ought  to 
have  of  his  own  perfonal  honour  to  confent  to  this  inquiry.  He 
did  not  expeft  at  lead  he  (hould  hear,  at  leaft  he  (hould  not  be 
content  with  hearing,  that  it  was  not  now  early  in  the  feflion ; 
it  was  too  mean  a  quibble  to  be  attended  to  for  a  moment — it 
was  too  paltry  an  excufe  to  merit  an  anfwer.  Was  the  feflion 
fo  far  advanced  as  to  leave  no  bufinefs  remaining  that  was  of 
importance  fufficient  to  be  difcufled,  to  infure  a  full  attend- 
ance  ?  was  not  the  bufinefs  of  the  flave  trade  of  that  defcrip- 
tion  ?  Did  not  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  bring  forward 
his  plan  for  a  reformation  of  the  reprefentative  body  of  the 
whole  kingdom,  at  a  much  later  period  ? — Did  pot  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf  bring  forward  his  own  India  in- 
quiries at  a  later  period? Did  he  fuppofe  that  the  whole 

body  of  the  people  of  Scotland  would'  be  fatisfied,  and  that  it 
was  quite  fafe  for  him  to  treat  them  and  their  reprefentations 
with  contempt ;  if  he  did,  and  if  he  thought  himfelf  pofleffed 
of  addfefs  fufficient  to  amufe  them  in  that  way,  he  feared  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  a  little  deceived  himfelf  upon  that 
fubjed.  The  claims  of  this  great  body  of  men  muft  be  attend- 
ed to  by  the  Houfe.  What  did  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
mean  to  do  with  the  pledge  of  that  Houfe,  when  inftead  of 
fubmitting  to  inquiry,  or  ftating  by  argument  any  principle  of 
juftice  on  which  the  inquiry  could  be  refufed,  h*  fheltered  him- 
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felf  under  flirafy  evafions,  and  petty  cavils.  The  faft  was, 
that  he  knew  that  inquiry  would  produce  truth — truth  would 
demand  juftice — juftice  would  be  fatal  to  the  caufe  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman.  He  was  afhamedto  have  his  caufe  ex- 
pofed  ;  but  let  him  remember  he  was  vigilantly  watched  in 
England,  and  would  be  faithfully  reported  in  Scotland,  and 
that  if  he  thought  thefe  petty  (hifts  would  pafs  upon  the"  people 
of  North  Britain,  he  was  deceived  in  them,  and  did  not  know 
them  fo  well  as  he  thought  he  did,  nor  would  he  be  fure  of  the 
continuance  of  their  favour. 

The  other  objection  was  a  little  curious,  as  it  had  been 
flarted  on  a  former  day.  He  meant  that  the  other  party  called 
on  him  to  fhew  a  fpecific  remedy  to  the  abufe  he  complained 
of,  before  the  Houfe  fhould  enter  into  this  inquiry.  This  was 
recommended  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  an  obfer- 
vation  to  be  made ;  and  it  was  a  little  hard  on  that  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  becaufe  it  was  giving  him  a  ridiculous 
chara&er  to  fupport ;  for  he  faid  on  a  former  occafion  to  him, 
"  Do  not  call  upon  us  for  a  remedy  until  you  have  fhewn  us 
€€  your  grievance."  Now  that  was  the  very  thing  ;  for  before 
he  afked  for  a  remedy,  he  propoied,  in  a  Committee  of  In- 
quiry, to  prove  his  grievance,  and  if  he  failed,  he  would  be 
content  to  abandon  his  application  for  the  remedy.  But  it  was 
too  ridiculous  to  call  upon  him  to  (hew  his  grievance,  if  they 
refufed  him  the  only  means  by  which  he  could  Ihew  it :  and  in 
refufing,  pretend  to  fay  that  the  refufal  was  becaufe  he  did  not 
fpecify  his  remedy.  But  this  was  not  all ;  he  had,  in  fa6t, 
produced  the  remedy  ;  it  was  fpecified  in  his  bill,  and  the  prin- 
ciple of  it  was  admitted  in  the  debate  on  the  fecond  reading, 
and  the  only  reafon  then  given  for  not  paffing  the  bill  was, 
that  firft  there  fhould  have  been  eftablifhed  a  proof  of  the  griev- 
ance. He  was  willing  to  go  farther,  he  would  ftate  what  the 
obje&  was  of  his  bill  now.  It  was  to  abolifh  the  felf-ele&ing 
power  of  the  Magiftrates  in  thefe  Boroughs — without  which 
nothing  like  juftice  could  be  done  to  the  body  of  people,  who 
complained,  for  all  attempts  at  palliations,  however  tried,  would 
be  found  fruitlefs. 

He  had  heard  it  faid  that  there  were  fuch  grievances  in  Eng- 
land as  well  as  in  Scotland.     Was  this  any  reafon  for  giving 

xedrefs  to  neither ;  was  juftice  to  be  defeated  by  a  community 
Vol.  XXXII.  it  r 


306  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  179a* 

t>f  oppreflion  ?  If  he  was  to  be  afked,  whether  there  was  any 
abufe  in  the  Boroughs  in  England,  he  faid,  he  was  afhamed  to 
confefs  he  had  no  doubt  of  it :  but  he  muft  follow  up  that  con- 
feflion  with  anobfervation,  that  when  any  extraordinary  wafte 
or  mifapplication  of  the  property  of  a  borough  took  place  in 
England,  there  was  fomething  like  a  mode  bf  inquiry  into  it 
poflible  ;  but  that  was  not  the  cafe  in  Scotland — there  there 
was  no  Court  of  Judicature  known,  which  could  admit  the 
inquiry.  Suppofing,  for  a  moment,  that  there  was  no  Court 
in  England  competent  to  entertain  inquiries  into  the  abufes  of 
officers  in  boroughs,  and  that  great  abufes  were  dated  to  exift 
in  three-fourths  of  the  whole  kingdom,  what  would  be  the  fate 
of  a  motion  in  that  Houfe  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  ?  Would 
it  not  be  granted  ?  mod  willingly  and  eagerly.  Why  (hould 
the  cafe  be  different  with  regard  to  Scotland  ?  and  why  {hould 
not  every  Member  of  that  Houfe  think  himfelf  bound  to  ex- 
amine into  the  abufes  of  both,  or  affent  to  a  propofal  for  a 
Committee  to  inquire  t  He  did  not  think  that  the  people  of 
Scotland  i hould  be  treated  in  that  way.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman,  particularly,  mould  not  treat  them  fo — he  ought 
to  know  them  better,  than  to  think  they  would  for  ever  bear 
fuch  infults.  Let  but  the  truth  appear,  and  he  would  pledge 
himfelf  that  it  would  appear,  if  the  Committee  was  granted, 
that  not  one  of  the  allegations  in  the  petitions  would  turn  out 
to  be  falfe,  but  that  all  the  abufes  of  which  they  complained 
would  be  made  manifefl. 

It  had  been  afferted  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that 
there  were  in  Scotland  Courts  competent  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  grievances  fpecified  in  the  petitions.  He  did  not  wi(h  to 
give  his  opinion  en  the  law  of  Scotland,  without  firft  having 
confulted  the  opinion  of  others,  who  were  much  more  compe- 
tent to  decide  that  cafe  than  himfelf;  but  he  had  confulted  a 
gentleman  of  great  legal  knowledge  on  that  fubject,  and  the 
refult  of  that  confultation  was,  that  there  was  not  any  Court  of 
Judicature  that  could  take  cognizance  of  the  grievances  ftated 
in  thefe  petitions.  How  was  this  point  to  be  fettled  ?  If  it 
£ hould  afterwards  be  found,  that  there  was  any  competent  ju- 
rifdiclion  for  the  hearing  of  thefe  complaints,  and,  on  proof, 
redrafting  them,  then  the  petitioners  (hould  be  fent  thither ;  but  • 
it  was  ridiculous  to  refufe  to  hear,  whether  the  cafe  was  fo  or 
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not,  merely  on  the  affertion  of  any  individual,  who  wiflied  to 
ftifle  the  inquiry.  He  ftated,  that  he  wifhed  for  nothing  to  be 
granted  in  confequence  of  this  inquiry,  even  fuppofing  him  to 
prove  the  abufes  ftated  in  the  petitions,  but  what  was  granted 
in  the  different  charters,  and  which  had  been  defeated  by  abufe 
having  grown  into  ufagc,  and  now  in  Scotland  ufage  had  be- 
come paramount  to  all  law.  It  was  not  therefore  favour  that 
he  was  aiking,  it  was  juftice — It  was  not  to  introduce  any 
new  mode,  but  to  amend  an  old  one — It  was  to  reform 
abufc. 

Of  late  it  had  become  a  fafhion  to  decry  every  thing  in  the 
nature  of  reform.     It  was  carried  fo  far  as  to  become  a  prin- 
ciple in  fupport  of  general  oppreffion  ;  this  brought  on  a  tem- 
per that  would  hardly  hear  of  any  thing  like  reform.     Opinions 
were  entertained  that  reform  led  to  innovation — innovation  to 
revolution — revolution  to  anarchy  and  diforder,  and  therefore 
that  a  door  fhould  not  be  opened  to  reform.     No  man  who 
knew  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution  of  this  country  could  fupport 
this  fort  of  principle.     It  was  the  beft  part  of  our  conftitution, 
that  it  contained  a  principle  of  reform  in  its  very  nature,  and 
we  had  at  this  day  nothing  in  it  that  was  beautiful,   that  had 
not  been  forced  from  tyrants,  and  taken  from  the  ufurpations 
of  defpotifm.     But  there  was  fomething,    it  was  faid,  in  the 
prefent  time,    that  fhould  deter  us  from  thinking  of  reforrq 
now,  and  that  was,    becaufe  there  had  been  a  revolution  ia 
France ;  there  was  a  time  when  fome  perfons  thought  that  no- 
body fhould  even  allude  to  it — that  it  was  unfafe  and  almoft  in* 
decent  to  mention  it.     That  time  was  paffed,  and  we  had  now 
no  choice  upon  that  fubje&.     It  was  an  event  well  known  to 
all  ranks  and  defcription6  of  perfons.     It  made  part  of  the  con* 
tcmplation  of  the  ftudies — the  converfation  of  the  focial  and 
communicative.     It  formed  part  of  the  tafte  of  our  public  en- 
tertainments, and  mingled  in  our  melody.     It  was  no  longer 
an  objedl  to  be  dreaded,  and  with  the  fdberand  the  ferious,  thp 
only  queftion  was,  "  What  wifdom  was  to  be  gained  by  it  ?" 
For  with  regard  to  the  event  itfelf,  and  the  peace  of  this  coun- 
try in  consequence  of  it,  there  needed  be  but  one  feeling  upon 
the  fubje<a.     Exultation  and  joy,    at  the  downfal  of  the  de- 
fpotifm of  France,  the  greateft  enemy  England  ever  had.  That 
defpotiftn,  whofe  ambitious,  turbulent,  and  reftlefs,  fpirit  ccft 
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England  fo  many  thoufands  of  her  fubje&s,  and  fo  many  mil- 
lions of  her  money — that  defpotifm,  that  foe  to  the  happinefs 
of  the  human  race,  was  deftroyed.     Soon  fliould  we — indeed 

%  we  already  had— felt  the  beneficial  effe&s  of  the  French  revo- 
lution. The  National  Affembly  of  France  was  the  beft  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  England  ever  had.     The  fafety  of  our  poflef- 

•  fions  in  India  was  owing  to  the*French  revolution,  and  there- 
fore that  event,  in  this  point  of  view,  was  the  greateft  bleffing 
that  could  happen  to  this  country.  By  alluring  us  tranquillity 
abroad,  it  afforded  us  leifure  to  look  into  abufes  at  home,  and 
neither  to  be  intimidated  into  dangerous  compliance  with  po- 
pular clamour  on  the  one  hand,  nor  too  ready  to  liften  to  the 
fears  of  the  moft  timed,  on  the  danger  of  innovation,  on  the 
other — fuch  was  the  feafon  to  correal  abufes.  But  according 
to  the  opinions  of  fome  of  the  moft  moderate  and  well-informed 
men  in  this  country,  there  were  a  number  of  principles  main- 
tained by  the  National  Affembly  of  France,  which  would  mi- 
litate ultimately  againft  the  true  principle  of  well  regulated  li- 
berty. Upon  this  he  could  only  fay,  that  if  all  the  eloquent 
oftavos,  that  were  filled  with  the  higheft  praife  of  the  French 
revolution,  were  changed  into  folios,  all  that  could  be  faid  in 
them  would  be  at  laft  reducible  to  this ;  that  the  deftru&ion 
of  a  defpotic  Government  is  an  a£  of  the  higheft  wifdom  in  a 
people,  and  that,  when  this  was  accomplifhed,  the  higher  or- 
der, and  the  moft  enlightened  clafs,  will  feel,  and  really  poffefs,  # 
all  the  natural  advantages  of  their  fair  fuperiority  ;  while  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people  will  fall*  into  the  tank  of  ufeful  in- 
duftry,  which  was  the  nerve  and  finew  of  a  well-regulated  fo- 
ciety.  But  this  theory  of  France  had  been  carried  too  far,  and 
it  had  been  brought  into  difcuflion  in  this  country:  that  it  had 
been  brought  into  difcuflion,  he  admitted  ;  that  the  theory  had 
been  carried  too  far  was  matter  of  fpeculative  opinion,  that  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  real  intereft  of  this  country,  and  upon 
which  he  fliould  fay  nothing ;  but  that  if  France  under  the  reign 
of  defpotifm  had  produced  ftatefmen  capable  of  regenerating  a 
government  all  at  once,  or  a  people  capable  of  inftantly  per- 
forming the  duties  and  obferving  the  fubordination  neccflary  to 
a  free^  conftitution,  he  (hould  have  thought  the  vices  of  her  old 
government  far  lefs  than  he  did  at  prefent.  The  thing  for  us 
to  attend  to  was  a  rational  and  fober  reformation  of  abufes,  at 
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a  time  when  there  was  nothing  to  interrupt  us.  This  was  the 
only  w<ay  by  which  we  lhould  be  fure  of  avoiding  the  evil  that 
might  attend  a  reformation  by  violence  ;  for  if  to  every  requeft 
of  the  people,  their  representatives  refufed  to  Men,  under  an 
idea  that  fome  encroachments  might  be  made  on  the  prerogative 
of  the  Crown,  the  effeft  in  time  would  be,  that  the  people 
would  fufpeft  Parliament  of  having  too  intimate  an  alliance 
with  the  power  of  the  Crown,  and  by  this  popular  diftruft, 
they  would  be  at  laft,  in  their  defence,  driven  to  the  Throne 
for  (helter  againft  popular  refentment,  and  compelled  to  fortify 
the  place  in  which  they  took  refuge ;  this  was  the  moft  fure 
way  of  making  a  real  divifion  in  the  country.  It  was  well 
known,  that  every  body  thought  upon  public  fubje&s.  There 
was  a  fpirit  of  inquiry  excited  among  all  clafles  of  men  ;  it  in- 
creafed  every  day  and  every  hour ;  experience  taught  us  it  was 
impoflible  to  check  it ;  wifdom  ought  to  teach  us  to  prevent  it 
from  becoming  dangerous  ;  for  fo  it  would  become,  if  the  peo- 
ple had  any  reafon  to  fufpecl:  that  their  grievances  were  treated 
with  contempt*  By  firft  refolving  only  to  procure  redrefs  for 
grievances  they  might  fly  to  anarchy  and  confufion.  If  we 
fuffered  this,  it  would  be  too  late  to  talk  about  the  probable 
mifchief  of  reform.  He  muft  then  fay  to  the  Houfe,  that  un- 
lefs  they  wiflied  to  encourage  the  idea,  that,  the  people  will 
have  no  relief,  however  prefling  their  neceflities,  or  however 
juft  their  claims — unlefs  they  wi(hed  to  tell  the  people  they 
really  had  no  friends  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  that  their 
rights  were  totally  negle&ed,  they  would  yield  redrefs  with 
cheerfiilnefs  when  fairly  claimed.  This  was  the  only  way  to 
keep  the  people  of  this  country  contented  with  their  condition. 
One  proof  of  a  difpofition  to  attend  to  the  wilhes  of  the  people 
would  have  morje  effeft  in  preferving  their  attachment  to  the 
conftitution,  than  all  the  eloquent  fpeeches  that  had  been  made 
to  praife  it.  Thefe  were  not  fentiments  peculiar  to  him.  The 
propriety  of  them  muft  be  felt  by  every  man  who  heard  him. 
He  rejoiced  that  they  were  not  merely  felt,  but  adopted  as  a 
principle  of  aftion — that  men,  whofe  characters,  fituations, 
and  confequence,  placed  them  above  the  fufpicion  of  finifter 
motives,  had  refolved  to  rear  a  ftandard,  to  which  all  who 
fought  redrefs  of  grievance,  or  reform  of  abufe,  by  loyal  and 
constitutional  means,   might  repair  with  confidence.    This 
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was  the  true  courfe  to  prevent  the  people  from  putting  them- 
fclves  under  leaders  wfrofe  object  might  be  not  fo  much  to  re- 
form as  to  deftroy.  Thofe  who  had  undertaken  it  would,  he 
trufted,  follow  it  up  with  the  fame  youthful  ardour,  but  more 
fteady  perfeverance,  than  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppo- 
fite  (Mr.  Pitt),  that  reform  which  had  been  the  firft  object  of 
his  political  life.  Indeed  it  was  but  a  bad  compliment  to  the 
conftitution  to  fay  it  was  a  building  which  we  could  not  ^touch 
without  the  danger  of  its  overthrow.  Such  a  building  the  peo- 
ple would  be  too  ready  to  view  as  an  old  edifice,  fo  far  decayed 
as  to  be  incapable  of  fupport.  He  who  now  obftinately  refufed 
to  liften.to  propofals  for  a  temperate  reform,  muft  be  deftitute 
of  prudence  and  difcretion.  He  than  moved, 

"  That  the  Houfe  of  Commons  having  received  petitions 
"  from  forty-iix  of  the  Royal  burghs  of  Scotland,  complaining 
"  of  various  grievances  in  the  Government  of  the  faid  burghs ; 
"  and  the  Houfe,  after  taking  the  fame  into  confideration, 
u  having  on  the  17th  of  February,  1788,  ordered,  thatnoto- 
"  rial  copies  and  fetts  of  the  Royal  burghs  fhould  be  laid  be- 
"  fore  this  Houfe — and  then  having  made  feveral  other  orders 
"  for  accounts  of  the  cefs,  (lent  or  land  tax,  levied  in  the  faid 
"  burghs,  and  of  the  fums  of  money  paid  the  Receiver  Gene- 
"  ral  on  account  of  the  fame — and  for  accounts  of  the  reve- 
"  nues  of  the  faid  burghs — and  for  accounts  of  the  lands  of  the 
il  faid  burghs,  alienated  fince  the  Union — and  then  having  on 
"  the  iothof  June,  1790,  renewed  fuch  orders,  and  in  obe- 
*'  dience  to  the  faid  orders,  a  great  many  accounts  having  been 
"  laid  before  this  Houfe,  it  is  incumbent  on  this  Houfe  to  pro- 
"  ceed  to  the  examination  of  the  faid  papers  and  accounts,  in 
"  fuch  mode  as  lhall  beft  afcertain  whether  the  grievances  com- 
"  plained  of  are  true,  and  what  remedy  this  Houfe  ought  to 
"  apply  to  fuch  grievances. " 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  OF  SCOTLAND  faid,  he 
confidered  it  his  duty  to  give  fome  opinion  upon  the  fubjeft 
now  before  the  Houfe,  in  the  manner  which  appeared  to  him 
the  moft  proper  and  beft  adapted  to  the  real  interefts  of  Scot- 
land, and  this  he  did  without  the  kaft  regard  to  popularity, 
becaufe  if  he  was  confeious  that  he  fpoke  or  acted  from  convic- 
tion and  right  motives,  he  held  in  thorough  contempt  any  po- 
pularity that  might  be  gained  by  fupporting  the  motion,  or 
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any  unpopularity  that  might  attend  oppofition  to  it.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  laid  much  ftrefs  upon  the  contents  of 
the  petitions,  and  other  papers  on  the  table,  by  arguing  that 
they  exhibited  grievances  and  complaints  that  required  an  im- 
mediate inquiry,  as  well  as  redrefs.  In  his  opinion,  the  com- 
plaints in  thofe  petitions  might  be  divided  into  three  branches  ; 
firft,  that  the  inhabitants  of  burghs  in  Scotland  were  liable  to 
the  illegal  exa&ion  of  taxes,  for  which  there  was  no  adequate 
remedy.  Secondly,  that  there  were  inftances  of  grofs  mifrule 
and  mifconduft  by  the  Magiftrates  of  burghs,  in  the  dilapidation 
of  public  property,  and  general  difcharge  of  their  duty ;  and 
laftly,  that  there  was  no  Court  of  Judicature  in  Scotland  to 
which  thofe  Magiftrates  were  refponfible  for  what  they  did,  or 
that  had  any  control  over  their  conduct,  however  improper  it 
might  be.  The  two  firft,  he  contended,  were  pofitions  en- 
tirely unfounded,  and,  as  fuch,  would  always  meet  with  oppo- 
fition from  him  when  they  were  brought  forward  as  grounds 
of  complaint.  The  laft  he  would  admit  in  part,  as/ar  as  re- 
fpe&ed  the  production  of  accounts,  and  lamented  that  there 
was  fuch  a  deficiency  in  the  law  of  Scotland,  as  he  muft  ac- 
knowledge that  to  be  ;  and  if  a  fpecific  propofition  was  brought 
forward,  either  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  or  any  other  way  that 
could  remedy  this  defect,  he  would  moft  willingly  join  iflue 
with  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  be  happy  to  fupport  it, 
provided  the  regulations  were  fuch  ds  went  merely  to  remedy 
an  exifting  grievance,  and  did  not  at  all  interfere  with  the  con- 
ftitutional  fyftem  of  the  Scotch  burghs,  as  eftablifhed  by  ex- 
perience, and  confirmed  by  the  ufage  and  practice  of  fo  long  a 
period.  If,  therefore,  the  honourable  gentleman  confined  him- 
felf  merely  to  this,  he  would  find  that  he  had  no  fuch  fears  • 
about  the  word  "  reform"  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
ftated,  and  that,  in  fact,  he  was  no  enemy  to  reform,  when 
it  was  evidently  neceflary,  though  he  jiever  would  agree  to 
what  feemed  to  be  the  principal  object  and  aim  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  endeavours,  a  complete  fubverfion  of  the  pre- 
fent  conftitution  of  the  burghs  of  Scotland,  in  order  to  fubfti- 
tute  a  new  one,  whicu,  in  his  opinion,  would  in  no  degres 
tend  to  remedy  any  rgievance,  but,  on  the  contrary,  be  at  beft 
a  mere  fpeculation,  which  he  would  not  heikate  to  fay  was 
fraught  with  dangerous  confluences.     The  honourable  gen- 
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tleman  had  ftated  all  thofe  petitions  and  complaints  as  coming 
from  the  Royal  burghs  of  Scotland,  but  this  he  begged  leave  to 
denys  for  the  petitions,  he  contended,  did  not  in  general  come 
from  the  Royal  burghs.     When  he  allowed  that  there  ought 
to  be  fome   remedy  on  the  particular  point  of  there  being  no 
Court  in  Scotland  competent  to  take  into  their  cognizance  the 
accounts  of  Magiftrates,  and  wifhed  to  fee  a  proper  remedy 
applied,  he  thought  doing  fo  could  not  be  called  a.n  half  mea~ 
fure,  or  palliative,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  dated 
every  thing  to  be  that  came  fliort  of  that  total  fubverfion  of  the 
prefent  conftitution  of  the  Royal  burghs,  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  wanted ;    while  this  was  contended  for,  and  that 
the  power  of  fetf-ele&ion,  as  it  was  called,  in  thofe  burghs, 
ought  to  be  taken  away,  he,  for   one,  fhould   always  oppofe 
every  attempt  which  favoured  fuch  a  meafure.     With  regard  to 
what  had  been  laid  about  illegal  exaftion  of  money  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Scotch  burghs,  and  that  there  was  no  re- 
medy, he  declared  that  ftatement  to  be  completely  wrong  ;  and 
he  would  add,  that  he  had  never  even  heard  of  any  complaint 
of  that  nature  having  been  made.     He  recurred  to  the  period 
of  the  revolution,  and  the  fubfequent  treaty  of  union,  when  it 
was  the  objeft  of  both  countries  to  participate  in  every  advan- 
tage that  could  be  fuggefted  for  their  mutual  interefts.     At  this 
tirne  it  did  not  appear  that  thofe  heavy  grievances,  now  fo  much 
felt,  had  exifted  ;  nor  was  there  then,  or  till  lately,  any  com- 
plaint againft  them.     He  had  been  bred,  he  might  fay  from 
his  infancy,  to  the  Scotch  bar,  and  had  not  yet  been  in  any  of 
thofe  fituations  which  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to,  and 
which  might  have  joftled  the  law  of  Scotland  out  of  his  head ; 
and  it  certainly  muft  be  much  joftled  in  any  man's  head,  who 
afferted,  that  there  was  no  Court  of  Judicature  in  Scotland, 
competent  to  take  cognizance  of  illegal  exactions  of  money  by 
Magiftrates  from  the  inhabitants,  upon  whatever  pretence  it 
might  be  levied.     He  remembered  two  cafes,  one  from  Aber- 
deen and  another  from  Glafgow,  on  which  he,  as  an  advocate, 
had   entered   with   great  warmth  of  declamation,  where  the 
Court  of  Seffion  fo  far  received  and  entertained  the  complaint 
of  the  Burgetres  againft  the  Magiftrates,  that  they  entered  into 
the  merits  of  the  cafe  ;  and  having  thoroughly  examined  it, 
faw  that  the  complaint  was  frivolous  and  groundlefs,  and  de- 
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creed  accordingly.  He  would  iniift,  in  the  face  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  of  any  lawyer  in  Scotland,  that  if  any 
■Magiflrate  exa&ed.taxes  from,  or  dilapidated  the  property  of, 
the  BurgeflTes,  he  was  amenable  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  be- 
caufe there  was  a  power  in  the  Court  of  Seffion  to  inquire  into, 
and  grant  redrefs  in  all  fuch  cafes.  In  his  official  fituation.  he 
would  lend  his  name  to  fuch  informations.  This  he  gave  as 
his  opinion,  and  concluded  by  dating  his  oppofitfon  to  going 
into  any  Committee  of  Inquiry,  becaufe  that  might  give  the 
country  reafon  to  think  that  the  grievances  really  cxifted, 
whereas  he  believed  they  did  not. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  before  he  faid  a  word  on  the  prefent 
.motion  precifely,  he  wifhed  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  the 
ftatements  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  for 
they  appeared  to  him  to  be  totally  unparliamentary.  He  meant 
that  when  the  queftion  was,  Inquiry,  or  no  Inquiry,  that  it 
was  not  right  to  fet  affertion  againlt  aifcrtioh.  He  conceived, 
that  when  any  Member  of  that  Houfe  faid,  "  I  have  a  fa£t 
**  which  appears  to  me  to  be  true,"  the  only  way  to  difpofe  of 
that  was  either  to  give  the  inquiry,  that  the  faft  mit.ht  be  af- 
certained,  or  to  fay  we  admit  the  faft  to  be  true,  but  we  are  of 
opinion  no  inquiry  ought  to  be  granted,  becaufe  it  is  not  of  fuf- 
ficient  importance  for  us  to  waile  our  time  upon  its  inveftiga- 
tion.  But  when  a  faft  was  ftated  by  one  honourable  Member 
of  that  Houfe,  and  the  poflibility  of  it  denied  by  another,  on 
account  of  its  atrocioufnefs,  then  leaft  .of  all  fhould  aninquiry 
be  refufed,  becaufe  then  it  ceafed  to  be  intereiting  to  one  fide 
only,  it  became  interefting  to  both ;  it  became  as  much  the 
duty  of  the  Houfe  to  be  tender  to  a  party  falfcly  accufed,  as  at-, 
tcntive  to  the  accufer  ;  and  how  could  the  falfity  of  the  accu- 
fation  be  made  manifeft,  and  innocence  clearly  fet  free  from 
fufpicion,  but  by  inquiry  ?  Therefore  the  learned  Lord  was 
unparliamentary,  when  he  maintained  the  impropriety  of  in- 
quiring into  a  fa<3,  becaufe  its  atrocioufnefs  was  evidence  that 
it  could  not  be  true,  and  that  therefore  inquiry  would  be 
futile. 

*  Another  argument  of  the  learned  gentleman  was  not  more 
happy.  He,  faid  there  were  three  obje&s  of  complaint,  or 
there  were  three  grounds  dated  of  grievance,  of  which  one  only- 
ex  ifted.     What  then. — "  You  muft  ftate  your  remedy  to  them 
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kt  all,  Or  you  fhaH  not  have  this  inquiry."  ttotf  was  this— 
.was  it  the  cafe  4t  any  time  in  the  practice  of  Parliament  ?  Wa* 
it  the  cafe  in  the  Have  trade,  that  had  lieen  fo  vehemently  op- 
pofed  whenever  any  part  of  a  reform  was  fought  ?  Moft  indu- 
bitably it  was  not.  An  honourable  gentleman,  to  whom  ffe$ 
public  was  fo  much  indebted  for  his  lifcnoufable  and  anxious 
.fexettioiis  for  the  abolition  of  that  traffic,  and  for  his  perfeve- 
rance>  had  thought  that  the  flave  trade  ought  imiijediately  an4 
totally  to  be  abolifhed — fo  did  he  ;  but  another  opinion  was* 
jftated>  an#  a  gradual  abolition  was  propofed,  to  which  th* 
tloufe>  in  his  .opinion*  very  imprudently  agreed,  beeaufe  h/c 
thought  the  immediate  abolition  better.  What  then  ;  did  thd 
Houfe  jefufe  farther  inquiry,  becaufe  they  did  not  agree  in  thf 
jrfeme^y  propofed  ?  Not  fo,  for  they  had  Agreed  tp  enter  into  a 
farther*  This  obfervation  of  the  learned  Lord  was  no  better 
ihan  the  former;  But  fuppofihg  the  reasoning  to  be  as  parliaf 
tnehtary  as  Jie  thought  it  ridiculous,  what  were  we  to  think  of 
the  probability  of  the  truth  of  the  cafe,  as  dated  by  the  Jearned 
Lord  ?  He  had  faid,  that  in  all  the  Royal  burghs  there  wert 
hone  of  the  abufes  complained  df.  He  eonfefled  he  had  a  high 
Jrefpfeft  for  the  inhabitants  of  North  Britain*  on  account  of  their 
integrity  and  abilities*  but  he  would  not  pay  them  fuch  a  com- 
blimeht  as  to  Fuppofe  that  there  were  no  abufes  in  any  of  their 
buj-ghsj  while  he  knew  there  were  fo  many  of  them  in  Eng? 
)an,d — that  a  place  wherfe  he  was  told  there  emitted  no  check* 
Jvas  bfetter  ^ojndu&ed  than  that  wherfe  there  were  many.  la 
fadfc,  Jie  faw  by  thefe  petitions,  that  a  numerous  body  of  per? 
jfons  were  complaining  tfiat  there  was  money  taken  out  of  their 
jpoeketS  which  ought  not  to  be  taken,  and  to  which  they  did 
hot  aflent,  and  that  this  money  was  not  applied  to  the  purpofes 
for  which  it  was  pretended  to  be  raifed*  nor  applied  for  their 
iuFe  in  any  way  whatever,  what  fhould  he  fay  ?  Moft  decidedly 
that  there  was  ground  for  inquiry* 

As  to  the  general  ojjferyations  that  were  niade  upon  reform, 
they  were  eafily  anfwerecL  Jfe  knew  very  well  that  every  re- 
form \yasj  by  its  enemies^  called  a  fubverfion  ;  but  that  ought 
ftevfcr  to  deter  Others  from  entering  into  inquiry  ;  if  it  Tycre  to 
have  thatjpfFejft,  po  evils  iroujd  be  prevented  ■,  nor  any  grievance 
tedreffed;  The  complaint  hene  was  from  the  Royal  borqughs  \ 
fhat  their  officers  had  mifmxmagcd  the  affairs  entruftcd  to  thejf 
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pare  ;  that  by  their  mode  of  ele&ion  perfons  were  to  difpofe  of 
the  property  of  thofe  who  had  not  the  fhadow  of  a  choice  *t 
*he  election,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  thofe  felf-ele&ed  per* 
fons  were  afterwards  carried  on  in  a  way  that  precluded  the 
poffibility  of  any  examination  into  their  conduft,  Now,  if 
tjiere  was  to  be  no  inquiry  into  this,  he  wiftied  to  know  what 
ehara&er  for  freedom  the  inhabitants  of  North  Britain  muft 
have.  *This  was  a  Crown  grievance,  and  on  that  ?ccounf 
the  Houfe  ought  to  be  the  more  ready  to  enter  into  an  exami- 
nation of  it,  and  to  declare  by  the  Parli^rnent  of  England,  that 
no  fuch  abufes  (hall  be  fuflfered  to  continue.  Let  the  Houfi? 
jfcrufe  the  papers,  which  fo  much  pains  had  been  taken  to  coir 
left,  and  let  them  afterwards  declareand  proclaim  the  enor* 
inaus  falfehoods  they  contained,  if  that  ftyould  fee  the.  effe6^  of 
the  inquiry. 

If  the  Houfe  did  not  go  into  this  inquiry,  they  would  brealc 
their  promife  with  the  Public,  for  they  flood  pledged  by  a  re- 
folution  of  laft  year  to  enter  upon  this  fubjeft.  Let  the  Houfe/ % 
publifli  a  refolution,  that  thefe  grievances  do  not  exift,  and  that 
if  they  did,  there  are  Courts  of  Law  in  North  Britain  to  take 
cognizance  of  them.  He  would  fay  that  the  petitioners  had  3. 
right  Jo  take  upon  themfelves  to  call  on  the  Houfe  of  Com? 
rnons  to  declare  their  opinion,  whether  thefe  grievances  do  ex- 
Jft  or  not,  and  if  they  do,  to  call  on  them  to  devife  rneans  far 
the  redrefs  of  them.  They  had  3  right  to  fay  to  the  Houfe, 
for  it  was  true,  u  You  declared,  laft  year,  that  you  would  in- 
'*'  quire,  and  yet  this  year  you  infult  us,  by  telling  us  you  wilj 
*'  not  inquire  at  all."  He  faid  they  had  a  right  to  apply  to 
that  Houfe  as  often  as  they  thought  fit,  and  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, they  would  do  well  to  repeat  their  application  until  they 
gained  their  point.  They  were  entitled  to  the  protedlion  of 
the  Government  of  this  nation,  for  it  derived  the  benefit  of 
tjieir  allegiance,^  The  Houfe  had  pledged  itfelf  to  give  an  opi- 
nion upon  the  fubjed  of  thefe  alledged  grievances,  and  if  it 
withheld  that  opinion,  it  would,  in  his  mind,  difgrace  itfelf, 
As  to  the  peace  of  Scotland,  he  confeffed  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  fo  far  would  that  be  from  being  in  danger  from  granting 
this  inquiry,  that  k  was  the  only  way  effectually,  to  preferve 
>t ;  the  refufal,  indeed,  might  be  dangerous,  and  be  the  means 
pf  preying  fome  corrfufion,  for  men  would  naturally  be  led  to 
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excefles  after  they  had  repeatedly  been  refufed  rcd;efs  of  griev- 
ances which  they  feverely  felt. 

He  did  not  pretend  to  be  equal  to  a  difpute  with  any  Mem- 
ber of  that  Houfe,  much  lefs  was  he  equal  to  the  learned  Lord 
upon  the  law  of  Scotland  ;  but  by  the  doctrine  maintained  by 
that  learned  Lord,  it  feemed  to  him,  as  if  the  inhabitants  of 
North  Britain  were  to  be  considered  as  having  remedies  to 
grievances,  only  dejure,  but  which  were  to  be  applied  dtfafto* 
But  if  a  Member  of  the  Britifti  Parliament  was  bound  to  liften 
to  the  petitions  of  any  of  the  people  of  England,  fo  he  was  to 
thofe  of  fcotland  ;  and  if  there  was  any  difference  in  the  degree 
of  zeal  with  which  he  was  to  perform  his  duty,  it  was  in  the 
cafe  now  before  the  Houfe,  where  the  complaint  was,  that  the 
people  were  irregularly  taxed ;  and  he  confeffed  freely,  he 
(hould  in  his  opinion  betray  his  conftitutents,  if  he  did  not 
give  his  voice  for  this  inquiry.  As  to  the  effe£i  of  the  inquiry 
he  (hould  not  conceal  his  fentiments,  he  fufpected  that  there 
.could  be  no  remedy  but  by  altering  the  mode  of  election  of  this 
felf-eletted  Council.  He  (hould  be  ready  to  retract  that  opi- 
nion, if  he  faw  good  reafon  for  it ;  but  he  could  not  help  fuf- 
pefiing  that  he  (hould  remain  of  the  fame  opinion,  becaufe  he 
thought  that  none  (hould  elect  others  to  offices  that  have  the 
difpofal  of  property,  but  thofe  who  are  to  pay  the  taxes.  He 
knew  nothing  of  the  character  and  difpofition  of  the  people  of 
North  Briton  from  any  other  means  than  from  the  many  excel- 
lent characters  which  he  had  met  with  in  this  country,  but  he 
hoped  they  lc-ved  the  fubftance  of  liberty  too  well  to  permit  the 
abufes  that  had  been  ftated  to  continue  for  any  confiderable 
length  of  time.  If  it  were  true  that  their  Magiltrates  impofed 
upon  them  in  the  manner  itatcd,  the  people  muft  be  fallen  much 
helow  the  level  of  what  he  thought  them,  an3  that  they  muft 
have  feelings  of  liberty  very  different  from  Englifhmen  ;  and 
until  he  became  perfuaded  that  they  were  fo,  he  (hould  wil- 
lingly lend  every  affiitance  in  his  power  to  obtain  their  juft 
rights,  becaufe  he  knew  it  to  be  his  duty.  He  lamented,  how- 
ever, that  fome  gentleman  who  were  Members  of  that  Houfe 
were  rather  indifferent  upon  the  fubjeft,  for  he  believed  if  thefe 
petitions  came  from  other  parts  of  the  iiland,  more  attention 
would  have  been  paid.  This,  however,  (hould  not  flacken 
the  efforts  of  thefe  petitioners,    but  (hould  ftimulate  them  to 
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|>erfift  ;  for  if  they  did,  the  time  would  come  when  tjie  Houfe 
of  Commons  would  be  obliged,  he  did  not  mean  improperly 
obliged,  but  obliged  by  reafon,  to  comply  with  their  requeft. — 
When  it  was  faid,  that  there  was  no  peculiar  hardfhip  «ver  felt 
by  the  people  of  North  Britain  in  regard  to  the  management  of 
their  burghs,  for  that  many  boroughs  in  England  were  in  the 
fame  condition— it  called  to  his  mind  the  pleafing  recoik&ioa 
of  what  was  faid  by  a  friend  of  his  (Mr*  Burke),  a  perfoa 
whom  he  had  once  the  pleafure  of  calling  his  friend,  who  of 
late  had  abfented  himfelf  much  from  that  Houfe,  but  who  had 
often  adorned  it  with  his  eloquence,  and  informed  it  by  his 
wifdom,  although  he  now  was  pleafed  to  retire  from  its  de- 
bates. His  honourable  friend,  (perfonally  he  fhould  liill  call 
him  fo)  had  made  a  mod  excellent  obfervationon  a  point  fimi- 
lar  to  this,  during  the  debates  upon  the  American  taxation  : 
when  fome  had  maintained  there  was  no  peculiar  hardfhip  oa 
the  Americans,  that  the  Englilh  Houfe  of  Commons  fhould 
vote  taxes  upon  them  without  allowing  them  the  right  of  re- 
prefentation  in  Parliament,  for  that  it  was  the  cafe  with  Bir- 
mingham and  Manchefter.  His  honourable  friend  had  faid, 
**  Why  do  you  deal  with  thefe  people  thus?  Why  do  you  deal , 
€i  out  your  own  defeft  for  their  imitation?"  To  conclude, 
he  was  clearly  convinced  that  the  Houfe  ought,  upon  all  the 
arguments  they  had  heard,  vote  this  inquiry  into  their  ftated 
grievances,  which,  if  true,  no  man  on  earth  could  juftify. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  explained,  and  ftated,  that  in 
the  cafe  from  Aberdeen,  to  which  he  had  alluded,  the  Court  of 
Seflion  had  examined  into  it,  and  rinding  the  complaint  to  be 
ill-founded  and  unjuft,  difcharged  it,  which  certainly  (hewed 
that  they  thought  themfelves  competent  to  determine  upon  fueh 
cafes. 

Mr,  ANSTRUTHER  faid,  he  confidered  the  fubjeS  as 
having  nothing  to  do  with  popularity,  or  unpopularity,  and 
was  furprifed  that  popularity  had  been  at  all  introduced  into 
the  debate,  He  would  be  content  to  argue  the  queftion  upon 
fa&s,  and  to  oppofe  going  into  any  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
Until  the  honourable  gentleman  had  produced  fome  fads  as 
grievances,  which  demanded  the  inquiry  he  aflced  for,  and 
which  he  infilled  his  honourable  friend  had  never  yet  been  able 
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to  dfo.  About  three  years  ago  his  honourable  friend  had  brought 
in  a  bill,  but  as  the  Houfe  knew  of  no  grievances  that  exifted,, 
it  was  very  properly  faid,  produce  fome  facts  to  fubftantiate 
your  complaints,  and  having  laid  thofe  before  us,  we  (hall  be 
able  to  judge  what  they  amount  to,  and  what  remedy,  if  any 
is  neceflary,  ought  to  be  applied,  .Upon  this  fuggeftion  th$ 
bill  was  then  given  up,  and  fince  that  time,  a  prodigious  i>umr 
fter  of  papers  had  been  obtained  and  laid  upon  the  table ;  yet 
after  all,  they  did  not  contain  any  one  article  or  inftance  of 
grievance,  for  which  redrefs  had  been  alkecj  and  refufed  ;  and 
certainly  the  Houfe  was  not  bound  to  go  into  a  Committee  of 
Inquiry  upon  a  mere  affertion  of  grievances,  without  producing 
one  fa&  to  fubftantiate  the  exiftence  of  any  grievance.  If  they 
were,  the  bufinefs  of  that  Houfe  would  be  troublefome  indeed. 
When  a  complaint  was  made,  and  redrefs  really  wiihed  foF 
from  that  Houfe,  certainly  the  perfon  who  made  the  complaint 
would  think  it  neceflary  to  reft  his  hopes  upbn  fomething 
ftronger  than  general  aflertion,  which  in  this  cafe  was  not  done ; 
for  his  honourable  friend  called  for  inquiry  and  remedy,  with- 
out (hewing  any  one  inftance  of  an  exifting  grievan.ee.  He 
infilled  that  there  appeared  in  the  papers  on  the  table  no  illegal 
*xa&ions,  nor  any  conduft  on  the  part  of  Magiftracy  that  re- 
quired redrefs.  He  likewife  agreed  with  the  learned  Lord, 
that  the  Courts  in  Scotland  were  competent  to  inquire  into, 
and  adequate  to  give  redrefs  in  all  cafes  of  illegal  aljufe.  He 
then  noticed  the  arguments  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  who 
had  faid  that  when  one  honourable  Member  infilled  that  a 
grievance  did  exift,  and  another  denied  that  it  did,  aflertion  be- 
ing anfv/ered  by  affertion,  then  came  the  time  for  inquiry.  To 
this  mode  of  arguing  there  could  be  no  end,  in  his  opinion ; 
and  then,  faid  his  right  honourable  friend,  the  grievances 
complained  of  being  fo  atrocious  in  their  nature,  and  fo  incre-? 
dible,  there  is  (till  the  greater  neceffity  to  inquire  whether  they 
exift  or  no — if  theyMo,  to  apply  the- proper  remedy — and  if  not, 
to  declare  tha^t  they  are  falfe  and  unfounded,  Novy.  he  never 
Could  think  that  the  incredibility  of  any  affertion  was  a  ftrong 
reafon  why  he  ought  to  believe  it,  In  the  fame  way  he  might 
anfwer  what  had  be$n  faid  about  illegal  exactions,  for  if  there 
were  laws  againft  thofe  abufes,  there  certainly  was  a  rernetfjf 
for  them  when  committed,  He  contended,  that  ftc  Jaws  v 
.4 
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fpc&ing  the  internal  government  in  burghs  Were  pretty  firailar 
in  England  and  Scotland  ;  and  that  they  equally  received  re- 
Jrefs  when  abufes  were  committed*  He  refer/ed  to  the  cafes 
of  Aberdeen  and  Glafgow*  and  laid,  that  the  Courts  of  Sef- 
(kin  having  entertained  thofe  fuits,  fufficiently^  evinced  their 
power  of  taking  fuch  cornplaints  under  their  cognizance.  His 
right  honourable  friend  had  whifpered  to  him  that  the  Scotch 
Court  never  throw  out  any  aftion  upon  their  incompetency  to 
judge  of  it ;  but  he  mult  fay,  his  right  honourable  friend  had 
here  fadly  joftled  what  Scotch  law  might  be  in  his  head  ;  foif 
finy  man  nvho  had  been  in  the  Court  of  Seflion,  mufl  kno\v> 
that  a£tions  were  thrown  out  for  that  very  reafon.  He  faid, 
ihat  if  in  the  cafe  alluded  to,  the  Court  of  Seflion  had  impro- 
perly decided  the  complaint  to  be  groundlefs,  the  blame  lay 
tyith  the  Court  and  not  with  the  law — whether  they  had  been 
right  or  wrong*  was  not  for  him  to  fay  }  but  if  they  were 
wrong,  the  intended  bill  of  his  honourable  friend  could  be  no 
iremedy  againft  that.  As  to  the  grievance  of  there  beiig  no 
Court  to  control  the  management  of  Magifr rates  when  in  of- 
fice* he  admitted  it  as  much  as  the  learned  Lord  i  and  inftea^ 
of  objecting  to  its  being  remedied,  whenever  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  propofe  a  fuitable  remedy,  he  might  depend 
on  his  fupport.  With  regard  to  there  never  having  been  any 
action  for  delinquency  in  Magiftrates  in  Scotland,  as  ftatsd  by 
the  learned  Lord,  he  believed  he  might  add,  that  the  fame  was 
the  cafe  in  England.  He  then  entered  into  the  different  ways 
in  which  charters  were  worded,  and  the  oppofition  that  fre- 
quently appeared  between  the  words  of  an  original  charter  and 
the  meaning  affixed  to  it,  by  the  cuftom  or  ufuage  of  the 
burgh ;  when  the  words  became  ambiguous,  recourfe  was  had 
"  to  ufage,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  and  that  certainly 
*'  regulated  all  determinations  refpe&ing  the  Government  of 
*c  thofe  burghs."  His  right  honourable  friend  had  laid,  that 
there  was  nothing  of  the  chara&ers  of  freemen  left  to  the  inha« 
fcitants  of  Scotch  burghs,  hut  he  oh  the  other  hand  contended,  . 
lhat  they  enjoyed  as  much  as  Englifh  Burgeifes  every  thing  con* 
jie&ed  with  freedom,  and  that  their  civil  rights  were  in  no 
ways  affected  by  the  prefent  conftitution  of  the  burghs.  That 
$10  Magiftrate  could  levy  money  from  them,  or  tax  them  ille- 
gally i  .and  that  the  laws  afforded  ihem  addrefs  for  every  poilible 
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abufe  in  Scotland,  as  well  as  in  England.  His  honourabk 
friend  had  faid,  he  only  meant  an  alteration  of  the  prefent  fyf-! 
tem  by  way  of  improving  it ;  but  what  did  this  amount  to; 
▼:hy  the  very  firft  ena&ing  claufe  of  his  bill  went  to  a  total  re- 
peal of  all  the  charters,  fetts,  and  inftruments  of  every  kind, 
which  regulated  the  prefent  conftitution  of  the  burghs.  He 
laid,  that  if  he  had  agreed  with  his  honourable  friend  in  other 
iefpe&s,  he  never  would  agree  to'aholifhone  fyftem  of  corpo- 
rate rights  to  eftaMim  another ;  becaufe  he  believed  corpora- 
tions would  be  equally  creatures  of  the  Crown  in  whatever 
ftape  they  appeared.  He  concluded  by  noticing,  that  it  had 
been  urged,  that  this  was  the  proper  time  for  calm  and  tem- 
perate reform.  He  made  the  higheft  encomium  on  the  Britiib 
conftittrtion  as  it  flood  ;  and  faid,  that  though  he  never  would 
©ppofe  neceflary  reforms,  the  more  he  obferved  what  parted 
out  of  dcors,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  the  more  he  was  in-* 
cltned  to  prudence  and  caution  in  advifing  alterations  in  eftab- 
lifhed  governments,  or  calling  for  reformation  on  fpeculativt 
principles, 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  he  was  happy  that  he  had  heard  the 
debate  of  this  night,  which  heconfictered  of  much  importance. 
He  was  perfectly  convinced,  by  the  arguments  that  had  been 
tjfeo%  that  there  was  a  necedity  for  inquiry,  and  would  chear- 
fully  give  kis  vote  for  the  honourable  gentleman's  motion,  or 
wy  other  that  could  be  the  object  of  it. 

Sir  JAMES  JOHNSTONE  faid,  that  he  formerly  men. 
tioned  his  readinefs  to  go  into  an  inquiry,  if  any  abufes  or 
grievances  could  be  proved,  fsow  as  one  material  grievance 
bad  been  admitted  on  all  fides,  viz.  that  Magiftrates  could  not 
be  called  to  account  for  their  management,  he  certainly  would 
vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  he  could  not  allow  the  mo- 
tion to  be  put  without  faying  a  few  words,  efpecially  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  point  his  attacks  particularly 
at  him.  Now  he  would  fay,  that  thofe  attacks,  and  often 
mod  fevere  ones,  he  had  long  been  accuftomed  to,  but  he 
could  affure  the  honourable  gentleman,  fo  little  did  he  regard 
them,  that  they  never  ruffled  his  temper  in  the  lead.  He  ne-» 
ver  loft  a  minute's  repofe  in  confequence  of  them,  nor  could 
they  difturb  him  in  any  way  whatever.     He  muft,  however. 
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obferve  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  to- 
tally and  completely  mifreprefented  and  perverted  every  thing 
that  he  had  faid  before  on  this  queftion.  When  the  honour- 
able gentleman  brought  in  his  bill,  he  certainly  o'pppfed  it,  as 
an  irregular  way  of  obtaining  its  pretended  obje£t,  and  he  cer- 
tainly had  fuggefted  that  it  would  be  proper  to  put  the  Houfe 
jn  poFeflion  of  fome  fa&s  relative  to  the  grievances  complained 
of,  before  he  called  upon  them  to  go  into  an  inquiry  refpefting 
abufes  of  which  they  were  entirely  ignorant.  He  was  ftill  of 
the  fame  opinion,  and  he  infifted  that  his  only  objeft,  from  the 
moment  this  fuhjecl:  was  introduced  into  the  Houfe  till  thepre- 
fentj  was  to  have  a  full  and  fair  difcuflion,  which  he  had  al- 
ways been,  and  was  at  this  moment,  ready  to  go  into,  provided 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  bring  forward  fome  fpecific 
J>ropoiition  as  a  renjedy  for  the  abufes  ftated  4  and  if  he  did 
this,  he  would  find  him  willing  to  debate  the  matter  with  him 
in  any  manner  he  pleafed  ;  and  he  believed  he  would  be  able 
to  ftate  the  whole  of  the  matter  to  the  fatisfa&Jon  of  the 
Houfe.  A  great  many  papers  had  certainly  been  produced,  and 
he  fuppofed  they  contained  all  the  faflts  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  wiflied  to  bring  forward,  and  certainly  they  were 
fufficient  in  number,  if  otherwife  well  grounded :  why,  in- 
ftead  of  all  the  delays  that  had  occurred,  did  not  the  honourable 
gentleman  come  forward  at  once  with  his  propofition,  thaV 
from  the  fadts  before  them,  and  the  propofed  remedy,  they 
might  judge  whether  the  firft  were  well  founded,  or  if  they 
were,  whether  the  other  was  the  beft  remedy  to  be  applied. — • 
But  what  was  there  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  conduct  that 
looked  like  fincerity  or  ferioufnefs  in  this  bufinefs  i  He,  laft 
feflion,  brought  it  forward  the  very  day  before  Parliament  rofe* 
and  the  Houfe  then  came  to  a  refoliition  to  take  the  matter  into 
confideration  early  in  the 'next  feflion  :  and  how  had  this  been 
done  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  had  heard  a  rumour  that 
Parliament  would  rife  about  the  Eafter  holidays  ;  and  after  be- 
ing filent  on  the  fubjecl  all  the  former  part  of  the  feflion*  he 
ftarts  it  .again  on  the  day  immediately  before  the  Eafter  recefs# 
What  he  regretted  moft  was,  the  delufion  with  which  1  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  deceived  his  clients,  the  Scotch  re- 
formers, for  feveral  years  ;  and  the  hopes,  equally  fanguine 
and  improper,  which  he  had  held  out  to  them  of  accomplish- 
Vol.  XXXII.  T  t 
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ing  redrefs,  for  fuppofed  and  unfubftantiated  grievances  \  and 
he  would  maintain,  that  granting  to  them  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  fo  much  called  for,  a  fubverfion  of  the  prefent  con- 
ftitutional  fyftem  of  internal  government  in  thofe  burghs,  would 
be  the  greateft  curfe  that  could  befall"  them  He  wiflied,  there- 
fore, as  foon  as  poffible,  to  have  the  matter  fairly  difcuffed  and 
fettled  ;  and  whenever  the  honourable  gentleman  fixed  a  day 
for  the  difcuflion  of  the  old  arid  conftitutional  fyftem,  in  order 
to  introduce  a  new,  fpeculative,  and  experimental  one,  that 
queftion  would,  he  trufted,  be  fo  argued,  as  to  prevent  any 
farther  propofitions,  or  attempts  of  a  fimilar  nature.  With 
regard  to  his  popularity  in  Scotland,  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  touched  upon,  he  really  did  not  know  well  how  to 
anfwer  him  on  that  point,  nor  did  he  know  or  care  what  effe& 
his  opinions  on  the  prefent  queftion  might  produce  in  that  way, 
becaufe  he  knew  he  was  fupporting  the  true  interefts  of  that 
country,  by  the  line  of  condu&  he  had  followed.  The  only 
time  that  he  had  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  trying  his  popula- 
rity in  that  country,  was  when  he  firft  became  a  candidate  for 
a  feat  in  that  Houfe ;  he  then  certainly  had  nothing  elfe  to 
recommend  him  to  a  great  and  refpe&able  county,  who  ele&ed 
and  returned  him  to  Parliament  by  a  majority  of  three  to  one ; 
and  that  when  his  popularity  alone  was  oppofed  by  all  the 
weight  and  influence  of  Government ;  ever  fince  that  period, 
he  had  been  returned  unanimoufly  ;  and  therefore,  notwith- 
standing the  efforts  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  his  whole 
band  of  watchmen,  who  were  attentive  to  all  his  motions,  he 
certainly  would  oppofe  in  the  moft  ftrenuous  manner,  ah  abo- 
lition of  the  oldandeftablifhed  conftitutional  fyftem  ;  and  when 
controlling  the  charters  with  the  ufage,  he  would  venture  to 
tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  would  acquire  to  himfelf 
no  great  degree  of  popularity  by  fetting  afiele  the  ufage  of  forty 
years,  which  had  generally  been  reckoned  the  beft  antf  fafeft 
criterion  for  determining  all  queftions  relative  to  the  charters 
fchd  fefs  of  the  Scotch  Burghs.  In  ftiort,  hi|  only  anxiety  was 
to  have  the  bufmefs  fettled  one  way  6r  other,  either  in  the 
Houfe  or  in  a  Committee,  and  not  tp  let  it  lay  over  longer, 
being  convinced  as  he  was,  that  it  had  in  its  progrefs  already  oc- 
cafidned  riiuch  rriifchief  in  Scotland  ;  and  that  it  could  not  in 
the  end  produce  any  one  poiEble  advantage* 
4 
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Mr.  ROLLE  faid,  that  his  regard  for  the  conftitution  led 
him  to  oppofe  every  motion  for  reform  that  had  been  or  could 
be  brought  forward  ;  and  as  to  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  concluded  his  fpeech  with,  that  this  was  the  proper 
time  for  reform  and  innovation,  he  muft  declare  that  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  delivered  one  of  the  moft  inflamma- 
tory, wicked,  and  dangerous  fpeeches  he  had  ever  heard ;  and 
as  long  as  he  had  a  feat  in  Parliament,  he  was  determined  ne- 
ver to  countenance  any  fpecies  of  reform  whatever,  becaufe  he 
knew  the  conftitution  of  this  country  was  the  beft  and.  moft  ad- 
mirable in  the  world.  With  regard  to  what  had  been  faid 
about  the  gradual  abolition  of  the  (lave  trade,  he  had  voted 
for  that,  and  he  was  happy  to  think  that  many  petitioners  for 
the  total  abolition  were  well  fatisfied  with  the  ftep  that  was- 
taken. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  rofe  to  put  the  honourable  gentleman 
right  in  what  hehadjuft  ftated,  concerning  the  flave  trade.  He 
had  correfponded  a  good  deal  on  the  fubjeft,  and  would  be 
bold  to  fay,  that  not  one  of  the  petitioners  for  the  immediate 
abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  were  at  all  fatisfied  with  the  idea  of  £ 
gradual  abolition. 

Mr.  ROLLE  explained,  and  faid  that  feveral  of  his  confti- 
tuents  who  petitioned  for  the  immediate,  now  approved  of  the 
gradual,  abolition. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  hoped  the  Houfe  would  grant  him  the 
indulgence  ufually  granted  to  the  mover  01"  a  queftion — that  of 
making  a  fhort  reply  to  the  feveral  arguments  urged  againft  it. 
To  the  honourable  gentleman  who  with  fo  much  knowledge  of 
the  rules  and  language  of  debate,  had  declared  his  former  fpeech 
to  be  inflammatory  and  wicked,  he  begged  leave  to  make  ufe 
of  a  right  honourable  gentleman's  words  as  addrefled  to  him- 
felf,  and  to  adure  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  nothing  he 
could  fay  (hould  either  ruffle  his  temper,  or  difturb  his  tran-> 
quillity  of  mind.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  was  fo  zea- 
lous an  admirer  of  the  conftitution,  was  content  to  admire  it 
upontruft,  without  examining  its  principles,  or  comparing  its 
excellencies  with  its  defe&s— and  in  this  hd  aded  wifely,  for 
to  do  the  one  required  only  confidence  in  the  commendation* 
beftowed  by  others;  but  to  do  the  other  required  knowledge 

and  underftanding.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  bad  obforved 

Tta 


324  PARLIAMENTARY  A,  ijga* 

the  fame  difcrction  with  refpeft  to  his  fpeech,  he  would  h^ve 
jfaved  himfelf  the  trouble  of  applying  terms  to  it  which*  it  did 
not  deferve.  Had  he  waited  to  form  an  opinion  on, Jruft  from 
the  opinions  of  others,  he  would  have  thought  it  neither  in- 
flammatory nor  wicked,  for  he,  would  venture  to  affert,  that 
there  was  not  another  gentleman  in  the  Houfe  who  had  formed 
fuch  an  opinion.  He  hail  no  wifh  to  break  the  reft  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  or  to  make  his  meals  uncomfort- 
able ;  for  of  all  the  Members  of  Adminiftration,  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  by  his  open  and  manly  way  of  doing 
things,  whether  right  or  wrong,  had  conciliated  his  good  opi- 
nion the  mod.  He  could  therefore  have  no  intention  of  mak- 
jng  him  uneafy,  and  rejoiced  to  have  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman's own  word  for  it  that  he  had  not.  Notwithftanding 
the  compofure  with  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  be- 
gan, he  had  foon  forgotten  that  he  was  not  to  be  angry,  and  ex- 
preffed  himfelf  in  tones  that  did  not  indicate  quite  fo  muchcalm- 
nefs  as  he  profefled.  If  that  wras  the  confequence  of  any  thing 
he  had  faid,  it  was  not  the  objeQ.  The  obje&  was  to  prevail 
on  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  agree  to  go  into  the  Com- 
mittee for  which  he  had  moved,  and  in  that  he  had  fucceeded ; 
for  he  now  underftood  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did 
agree.— *[Mr.  Dundas  faid  acrofs  the  table,  No  !  No !] — To 
what,  then,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  did  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman agree  ?  for  I  appeal  to  the  recollection  of  the  Houfe, 
whether  his  words  did  not  clearly  imply  his  aflent  to  a  Com- 
mittee.— [IVlr.  Pitt  whifpered  Mr.  Dundas.] — I  wifli,  faid 
Mr.  Sheridan,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  may.  not  be 
prompted.     Ifliould  be  glad  that  he  had  no  watchmen  fet  oyer 

him  on  thjs  occafion  but  mine: [Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  ha4 

notconfented  to  ^  Committee  of  Inquiry.] — ~Mr-  Sherjdan 
proceeded.  life  was  at  a  lofs  where  to  find  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman's  meaning.  He  Had  formerly  brought  in  a  bill, 
on  the  preemption  that  the  abufes  it  meant  to  remedy  did  exift, 
with  a  view  that  thofe  who  thought  they  did  not,  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  proving  in,  the  Committee  on  the  bill  th^it  it 
was  unneceffary,  if  they  had  the  means  of  doing  fo.  He  was 
then  told  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  his  mode,  of 
proceeding  was  irregular  ;  that  he  began  where  he  ought  tQ 
end ;  and  that  the  proper  comic  would  be,  firft  to  call  fox  evj^ 
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dence  to  prove  the  exiftence  of  the  grievance,  and  then  propofe 
his  remedy.  He  had  adopted  the  fuggeftidn,  and  now  that  the 
evidence  was  on  the  table,  and  he  was  ready  to  prove  that  the 
grievances  did  exift,  he  was  denied  the  proper  parliamentary 
means,  and  called  upon  to  bring  forward  the  remedy  he  pro- 
pofed.  He  was  not  unprepared  upon  that  fufrjeS  ;  but  as  he 
knew  that  few  gentlemen,  perhaps  not  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  himfelf,  had  examined,  or  even  perufed  the  evidence 
pn  the  table,  he  felt  the  difficulty  of  calling  upon  them  to  vote, 
jrefolutions  on  documents  which  they  had  not  read.  If  gentle- 
men compelled  him  to  proceed  in  this  manner,  it  was  impof- 
jfible  to  believe  they  were  ferious,  or  that  they  did  not  wifh  to 
get  rid  of  an  inveftigation  which  they  were  afraid  to  meet,— 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  affected  to  fay,  that  he 
•was  not  fincere  in  his  profecution  of  this  bufinefs.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had,  doubtlefs,  been  too  attentive  to  the 
£pnfiftency  of  his  own  political  conduct,  to  attend  much  tp 
that  of  fo  humble  an  individual  as  himfelf,  and  this  mud  be 
his  excufc  for  an  affertion  which  he  could  not  fupport  by  a 
jingle  fa£t.  He  called  upon  the  right  -honourable  gentleman 
Jto  mention  a  time  in  which  he  had  not  been  as  zealous  an  ad- 
yocate  for  the  rights  of  the  people  as  he  profefled  to  be  at  pre- 
sent. That  thofe  rights  were  facred,  and  that  reform  was  ne- 
pefTary  wherever  they  were  violated,  were  the  firft  political 
principles  he  had  adopted.  With  thofe  principles  he  had  come 
into  Parliament,  with  thofe  principles  he  had  conne&ed  him* 
jfelf  with  men  who  merited  his  confidence  and  the  confidence 
of  their  country.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fuppofed 
that  he  had  abandoned  thofe  principles,  that  he  was  under  any 
party  influence  or  private  obligation,  that  withheld  him  from 
a&ing  upon  them,  he  defired  once- for  all  to  tell  him,  that  he 
was  grofsly  mifinformed.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
talked  of  his  own  popularity  in  Scotland  ;  that  he  hadftooct 
candidate  for  a  county,  and  carried  his  election  againft  all  the 
influence  of  Government  by  more  than  three  to  one  ;  with  much 
inqre  implied  by  his  manner,  which  his  natural  modefty  would 
not  ailow  him  to  exprefs  by  words.  But  then  came  the  con- 
xlyfion — all  this  was  before  he  was  tried  as  a  political  man ; 
#nd.  from  that  time  to  the  prefent  he  had  taken  care  to  have  the 
mflutence  of  Ooyernrnertf  in  bis  favour.    To  this  popularity  he 
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would  advife  him  not  ro  truft  with  too  much  confidence,  any 
more  than  to  the  boafted  apathy  of  his  temper.  He  admitted 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  not  wince  for  trifles 
—as  Montefquieu  fa  id,  you  muft  flay  a  Mufcovite  to  make  him 
feel — and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fometimes  (hewn 
that  even  his  infenfibility  was  not  impregnable.  It  was  im- 
poflible  to  proceed  with  any  degree  of  regularity  or  effect,  but 
in  a  Committee.  As  foon  as  that  was  granted,  he  would  move 
certain  propofitions  arifing  out  of  the  evidence,  the  particular 
points  of  which  he  (hould  feleft,  and  every  Member  would 
haye  an  opportunity  of  examining  and  controverting  them, 
which  could  not  be  done  fo  fully  in  any  other  mode.  To  this 
it  was  obje&ed,  that  admitting  the  abufes,  the  remedy  which 
he  propofed,  inftead  of  being  a  benefit,  inftead  of  encouraging 
a  liberal  fpirit  of  induftry,  and  promoting  the  profperity  of  the 
burghs,  would  introduce  mifery  and  confufion ;  and  in  fupport 
of  this  argument,  they  who  adduced  it  (tumbled  on  Paifley,  as- 
an  inftance  of  increafing  wealth  under  the  old  fyftem.  Now, 
it  fo  happened,  that  Paifley  was  not  under  that  fyftem,  nor 
had  any  fuch  grievances  to  check  its  induftry  as  thofe  complain- 
ed of  by  the  petitioners.  It  was,  therefore,  an  inftance  to  his 
purpofe,  not  to  theirs,  and  gave  reafon  to  prefume,  that  the 
decay  and  poverty  of  various  other  places,  were  owing  to  the 
abnfes  of  their  internal  government.  Neither  was  his  wi(h  to 
alter  the  mode  of  eleSing  the  Councils,  which  to  him  feemed 
the  only  effe&ual  remedy,  a  well-founded  objeftion.  When 
the  Houfe  was  fatisfied  that  there  were  abufes  to  correft,  it 
•Would  then  be  as  open  to  them  to  adopt  that  remedy  which  to 
their  wifdom  (hould  feem  the  beft,  as  if  he  had  never  propofed 
any  remedy  at  all.  It  was  now  admitted,  that  the  burghers  at 
large  had  no  means  of  control  over  the  expenditure  of  their 
money ;  that  they  had  not  even  accefs  to  the  accounts  kept  by 
the  Council,  and  could  not  apply  to  any  tribunal  to  compel  the 
production  of  them.  Was  not  this  a  flagrant  and  fcandalous 
grievance  ?  Was  it  not  as  incredible  as  any  he  had  dated?— 
And  yet  for  this  no  remedy  had  ever  been  propofed.  He  (hould 
prove  alfo,  if  allowed  the  tneans,  that  more  was  raifed  under 
the  head  of  Cefs  than  was  paid  to  Government.  Some  of  the 
accounts  on  the  table  (hewed  a  confiderable  difference  between 
the  afleflinents  and  the  payments ;  and  although  the  balance 
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might  have  beeri  honeftly  difpofed,  the  circumftance  was  a  pre- 
fumption  of  malverfation,  and  a  fufficient  ground  for  inquiry. 
When  {he  learned  Lord  mentioned  the  cafes  in  which  he  had 
been  employed  as  an  advocate,  he  believed  he  had  forgotten 
that  one  of  them  was  a  cafe  of  dues  of  another  kind.  His  de- 
claration on  thefe  occafions  was,  doubtlefs,  worthy  of  higher 
praife  than  it  would  have  been  becoming  for  the  learned  Lord 
to  beftow  ;  but  he  feared  it  might  have  been  the  occafion  of  the 
caufe's  being  loft ;  and  had  he  been  the  client,  he  fhould  have 
begged  the  learned  Lord  to  fpare  his  declamation,  and  ftick  as 
clofely  as  poffible  to  the  facls  and  law.  But  what  was  the  na- 
ture of  this  remedy,  admitting  it  to  exift  ?  Every  poor  man, 
every1  induftrious  manufacturer,  whofe  daily  labour  was  barely 
fufficient  to  maintain  his  wife  and  family,  was  to  proceed  by  a, 
feparate  action.  If  he  conceived  that  he  was  overcharged,  he 
muft  pay  his  money  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  then  leave  his 
.  home  to  apply  to  fome  tribunal,  or  pay  for  the  declamation  of 
an  Advocate  to  get  it  back.  In  this  purfuit  he  would  have  the 
fatisfa&ion  of  knowing  that  he  muft  pay  all  his  own,  expences, 
and  contribute  his  (hare  to  the  expence  of  the  defence ;  for  it 
was  the  invariable  rule,  that  the  Magift rates  defended  all  fuits 
againft  them  out  of  the  public  purfe,  and  levied  money  accord- 
ingly. This  was  the  miferable  remedy  held  out  to  the  poor  and 
induftrious,  on  whom  fuch  overcharges  were  likely  to  fall  the 
heavieft,  even  by  thofe-who  affirmed  that  a  remedy  did  exift. 
Could  any  man  imagine  that  it  ever  was  effectual  ?  Yet  even 
this  remedy  they  had  not  in  fact ;  for  as  they  had  not  accefs  to 
the  accounts,  fuppofed  to  be  kept  by  the  Magiftrates,  and  as . 
the  cefs  was  blended  with  other  dues,  they  had  no  means  of 
difcovering,  much  lefs  of  proving,  that  overcharges  were  made. 
There  was  proof  alfo  of  abufe  in  the  alienation  of  property.— 
They  who  denied  this,  admitted  that  they  knew  of  no  cafe  in 
which  redrefs  had  been  obtained*  although  they  faid  there  was 
a  remedy  ;  and  the  reafon  was  the  fame  as  in  the  other  abufes — 
there  was  no  means  of  coming  at  the  accounts.  It  was  only 
iince  the  papers  had  been  called  for  by  the  Houfe  that  the  pri- 
vate depofits  of  the  Councils  had  been  unlocked,  and  fome  of 
the  abufes,  of  which  they  contained  the  proofs,  brought  to 
light.  His  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Anftruther)  had  faid,  that 
the  charters  were  worded  in  terms  which  time  had  rendered 
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©bfcure,  and  that  ufage,  in. all  cafes,  was  held  to  be  the  beft 
explanation.     He  affirmed,  that  all  the  charters  on  the  table, 
without  exception,  gave,  in  clear  and  exprefs  terms,  the  rights 
of  electing  the  Magiftrates  to  the  Burgefies,  and  not  to  the 
Magiftratcs  to  eleft  their  fucceflbrs.     The  aft  of  1649,  which 
made  fets  of  the  burghs  what  they  now  were;  exprefsly  ad- 
mitted the  clear  interpretation  of  the  charters,  and  like  all  a&$ 
for  depriving  men  of  their  right  of  franchife,  affigned  reafons 
for  doing  fo  ;  and  among  others,  recited  the  abufes  and  incon- 
veniencies  of  popular  elections ;  as  thofe  who  dill  iked  that 
mode  did  now.     If  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  they  paffed 
the  feptennial  bill,  which  they  had  as  much  right  to  do,  as  to 
pafe  an  aft  creating  them  all  Dukes,  Marquifles,  and  Earls, 
had  patted  a  bill  reciting  all  the  real  and  fuppofed  abufes  of  po- 
pular election,  that  therefore  it  was  fit  to  put  an  end  to  fuch 
eleftions,  and  enacling  that  the  Members  of  that  and  each 
Tucceeding  Houfe,  mould  eleft  their  own  fucceflbrs,  what  fe- 
curity  would  the  people  have  had  either  that  no  more  money 
ihould  be  levied  on  them  in  taxes  than  was  neceffary,  or  that 
they  mould  have  a  fair  account  of  its  application  ?     Were  fuch 
a  propofition  to  be  now  made,  what  would  be  the  opinion  of 
his  honourable  friend  ?  He  knew  too  Well  the  integrity  of  his 
heart,  and  the  reftitude  of  his  underftanding,  not  to  be  aflured 
that  he  would  meet   it  with  indignant  oppofition  ?     Yet  the 
fituation  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  would  then  be  no  worfe 
than  that  of  the  burghers  of  Scotland,  under  the  prefent  fyftem 
of  felf-elefted  Councils.'    It  waseafy  to  lavifli  praifes  on  the 
Conftitution,  but  it  became  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  praife 
it  not  by  their  words  but  their  aftions  ;  to  endeavour  to  extend 
•    the  fpirit  and  the  principles  of  it  to  all  the  inferior  constitutions 
under  its  protection.     It  mattered  little  to  tell  him,  that  there 
were  fimilar  abufes  in  Englifh  boroughs*     It  was  a  poor  fatis- 
faftion  to  the  petitioner  from  Scotland  to  be  told  that  his  Eng- 
lith  fellow- fubjeft  endured  the  fame  grievance.     There  might, 
for  any  thing  he  knew  to  the  contrary,  be  more  to  reform  in 
England  than  in  Scotland  ;  while  thofe  who  felt  the  grievance 
did  not  complain,  while  they  did  not  petition  for  redrefs,  it 
was  not  his  bufinefs  to  move  fuch  reforms.     But  when  they 
did  complain,  when  they  did  apply  in  an  orderly  and  conftitu- 
tional  manner  for  redrefs,  whether  from  Sctuland  or  England* 
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they  were  entitled  to  every  degree  of  attention  that  Parliament 
could  beftow.  The  power  of  ele&ing  their  own  Magiftrates, 
he  was  convinced,  would  do  more  to  correct  abufcs  than  any 
other  remedy  that  could  be  devifed.  Magiftrates  fo  ele&ed,. 
it  Avas  fa  id,  might  be  as  arbitrary  in  levying  money,  and  as 
profufe  in  fpending  it,  as  the  prefent.  If  they  were,  the 
people  would  have  a  fpeedy  remedy ;  they  might  turn  out 
thofe  Magiftrates,  chufe  honefter  men,  and  call  the  defaulters 
to  account.  Abufe  might  be  accidental,  but  could  not  be 
fyftematic.  The  effecl:  of  this  remedy  would  even  be  to  turn 
out  the  opulent  burghers  and  let  in  the  poor.  He  did  not 
like  it  the  better  on  this  account ;  but  as  matters  flood,  it 
would  do  juft  the  reverfe  ;  for  the  perfons  in  pofleflion  of 
the  corporations  on  the  prefent  fyftem  were  in  general  the 
meaneil.  In  proof  of  this,  he  read  over  the  names  of  the 
Council  of  Pittenweem,  with  the  quality  of  each— colliers, 
taylors,  weavers,  &c,  and  aiked  if  thofe  were  men  more  re- 
fpe&able  than  were  likely  to  be  chofen  by  a  popular  elec- 
tion. » 

An  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  J.  Johnftone)  had  candidly 
faid,  that  an  abufe  being  admitted  to  exift,  he  would  vote 
for  a  Committee.  The  honourable  Baronet,  in  a  puHic 
letter,  had  formerly  faid,  that  confidering  himfelf  as  truftee 
for  the  Councils  of  the  burghs  whom  he  reprefented,  he 
fliould  think  it  as  nefarious  in  him  to  do  any  thing  to  abridge 
or  abolifh  their  privileges.  This  was,  no  doubt,  the  feel- 
ing of  many  other  gentlemen.  They  confidered  themfelves 
not  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  but  of  the  Coun- 
cils of  the  burghs,  by  whom  they  were  ele<3ed,  which  ac- 
counted for  the  little  fupport  he  received  from  the  gentle- 
men from  Scotland ;  and  there  was  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  fame  corporation  fpirit  operated  on  many  of  the  repre- 
fentatives of  Englifh  boroughs.  There  was  no  need  to  fear 
but  that  if  the  Committee  was  granted,  the  Scots  burghs 
would  jneei  with  all  the  fupport  to  which  they  were  enti-' 
tied.  There  was  no  fuch  thing  as  popular  election  in  Scot- 
land The  people  there  had  no  political  weight.  If  th« 
sight  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  would  turn  hi* 
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attention  to  this  point,  if  he  would  give  them  the  political 
weight  which  the  people  in  all  free  governments  ought  to 
poffefs,  he  would  bind  them  more  ftrongly  to  their  native 
foil,  he  would  attach  them  more  firmly  to  the  conftitution, 
than  by  empty  praifes  which  they  could  not  feel,  becaufe 
they  had  little  among  them  to  which  they  could  refer.  The 
tedrefs  for  which  he  moved  ihould  not  be  got  rid  of  by  any 
dexterity  of  management  on  the  prefent  occafion,  nor  any 
direct  refufal  to  inquire.  It  was  in  its  nature  fuch  as  mull 
and  ihould  be  granted.  He  begged  pardon  for  the  expref- 
fion,  but  when  he  knew  that  the  petitioners  were  refolved  to 
perfevere,  deeply  impreffed  as  he  was  with  thejaftice  of  their 
claim,  it  was  not  too  much  prefumption  to  fay  that  in  a 
time  of  increafing  reafon  and  declining  prejudice,  the 
caufe  of  truth  muft  gain  by  every  difcuffiori,  untilit  was  fi- 
nally carried. 

Sir  JAMES  SINCLAIR  ERSKINE  faid,  that  if 
gentlemen  had  not  read  the  evidence,  he  did  not  fee  that  they 
would  be  more  competent  to  decide  upon  it  in  a  Committee 
than  they  were  then.  Did  the  honourable  gentleman  mean 
to  read  over  all  the  papers  for  their  information?  He  ob- 
served that  the  principle  laid  down  for  altering  the  confti- 
tution of  the  Scotch  burghs  would  go  to  the  alteration  of  all 
fimilar  conflitutions  in  England,  a  principle  which,  he  ap* 
prehended,  gentlemen  were  not  prepared  to  adopt.  He 
went  over  the  general  arguments  againjl  the  reform,  and 
contended  that  the  abufes  qlledged  did  not  exift. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  jnotiori  was  neither 
fuch  as  ought  to  be  negatived  nor  pafij&d.  The  honourable 
gentleman  might  move  his  proposition  of  reform,  and  then 
the  Honfe  might  go  into  a  Committee  to  confider  of  it,  if 
that  fhould  feem  proper.  He  therefore  recommended  to 
withdraw  the  motion,  and  take  the  other  courfe.  If  the 
,  motion  was  perfifted  in,  he  fliould  move  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  recapitulated  his  reafons  for  proceed- 
ing as  he  had  done.  If  he  was  allowed  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee he  had  gained  his  end,  and  would  withdraw  his  pre- 
sent motion,    in  that  Committee  he  ihould  move  propofi- 
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tions  of  fa&  founded  on  the  evidence,  and  on  thefe  propofi- 
tions,  when  reported  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  he  (hould 
move  hfe  remedy. 

Mr.  DUND  AS  afeed  if  the  alteration  of  the  prefent  fetts 
of  the  burghs  was  not  his  objeft. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid  his  obje<»  was  firft  to  eftablifli  the 
fa <5s,  which,  hetrufted,  the  evidence  would  eftablifli,  and 
then  to  propofe  a  bill  founded  on  thofe  fa£U.  m 

Mr*  DUND  AS  again  objeSed,  that  to  propofe  an  alte- 
ration of  the  fetts  of  the  burghs  was  the  avowed  object  of  go* 
ing  into  a  Committee. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  it  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  af- 
certain  the  grievance  before  any  remedy  waspropofed  ;  and 
however  uncandid  it  might  feem,  if  the  inquiry  to  that  ef- 
fe£k  was  defeated  by  any  management,  hefhould  think  that 
the  grievances  were  known  to  exift,  and  that  examination 
was  flopped  merely  to  fupprefs  the  truth.  The  mode  pro* 
pofed  by  his  honourable  friend  was  warranted  by  the  con- 
ilant  ufage  of  the  Houfe;  and  was,  indeed,  the  only  one  fit 
to  be  followed  where  inquiry  was  ferioufly  meant. 

Mr.  DUN  DAS  repeated,,  that  to  go  into  the  inquiry  at 
large  was  only  to  admit  a  preemption  th^t  grievances  did 
exifl  of  which  they  had  yet  no  proof,  and  to  give  occafion  to 
expectations  that  could  not  be  gratified* 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  again  faid,  it  was  impoflihle  for  any 
proportion  of  his,  in  the  fhape  of  a  remedy,  to  be  argued 
fairly  till  it  was  (hewn  that  there  was  a  grievance  that  call* 
fed  for  it.  * 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  a*ked  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
meant  lo  withdraw  his  motion. 

.   Mr.    SHERIDAN  withdrew  his   motion,  r  and    then 
moved, 

"  That  the  feveral  petitions,  papers,  and  accounts*  pre- 
€t  fented  to  the  Houfe  in  the  laft  Parliament,  relative  to 
u  the  internal  government  of  the  Royal  burghs  of  Scot* 
*c  land,  be  referred  to  the  fconfideration  of  a  Committee." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  this  was  the  fame  motion  on 
tvhich  the  Houfe  had  been  debating  irregularly  before*  and 

Uua 
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the  fame  in  fubftance  with  that  which  was  negatived  before 
the  holidays.  The  materials  for  judging  were  on  the  table, 
arid  if  gentlemen  thought  that  they  contained  no  grounds 
for  the  remedy  intimated  by  the  honourable  gentleman, 
they  would  do  right  in  voting  againft  going  into  the  Com* 
jnittee. 

Mr.  FOX,  with  great  force  and  warmth,  expofed  the 
abfurdity  of  refufing  to  inquire  into  the  grievance,  becaufe 
they  might  not  approve  of  the  remedy  fuggefted  by  any 
particular  Member;  and  repeated,  that  if  the  queftions 
\yere  not  kept  feparate,  if  the  denial  of  the  grievance  was 
fliuffied  into  the  debate  on  the  remedy,  he  fliould  think  thofe 
who  infilled  on  that  mode  of  proceeding  were  convinced  of 
the  grievance,  and  afraid  to  meet  inquiry.  All  petition- 
ers, who*  came  to  that  Houfe  with  proof  of  a  grievance, 
bad  a  right  to  redrefs,  much  more  had  they  a  right  to  a 
candid  hearing:  to  refufe  the  former  was  an  injury,  but  to 
deny  the  latter  an  infult. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  practical  rule  was,  for 
any  gentleman  who  propofed  an  inquiry  to  explain  what  he 
meant  to  move  as  the  refult ;  and  if  the  Houfe  difapproved 
of  the  latter,  they  would  not  wafte  time  unneceffarily  on 
the  former.  The  honourable  gentleman's  general  allega- 
tion was,  that  the  abufes  of  which  he  complained  arofe 
from  the  mode  of  eleftjon.  This  he  had  not  proved  in  any 
part  of  his  argument,  and  the  Houfe  would  not  give  room 
to  fuppofe  that  radical  defers  were  believed  to  exift  in  the 
conftitution  of  the  Scots  Burghs,  without  proof,  nor 
$xcite  hopes  that  could  end  only  in  difappointment  and 
delufion. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  motion  for  referring  the  papers, 
&c.  to  a  Committee. 

Ayes,  27;  Noes,  69, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN,  in  ftrong  terms,  expreffed  his  fur- 
prife  at  this  decifion,  and  faid  the  bufinefs  ihoukl  not  be  fc 
difiuifled*  The  petitioners  were  determined  to  perfeverej 
gnd  while  that  was  the  cafe,  he  would  perfifl  in  bringing  it 
forward  from  day  to  day,  and  from  feffion  tofeflion,  under 
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the  perfuafion  that  the  Houfe  would  be  their  counfel — that 
they  had  only  to  adduce  their  proofs — they  had  not  defired 
leave  to  fubftantiate  their  cafe  by  counfel  at  the  bar.  Thi$ 
they  might  now  feel  to  be  a  proper  ftep ;  he  mould  confult 
them  upon  it  to-morrow,  and  give  an  early  notice  of  a  mow 
tionfor  admitting  them  to  be  heard  by  Counfel,  or  of  bring- 
ing forward  their  complaint  in  forae  other  fhape. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

7 bur/day 9   igth  April. 

There  not  being  a  fufficient  number  of  Members  to  form 
a  ballot  for  an  election  Committee,  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday  2Qtb  April. 

MK  TAYLOR  gave  notice,  that  on  Friday  next  it  was 
his  intention  to  move  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the 
evils  arifing  from  lotteries. 

The  Houfe  adjourned* 

*  *■ 

Monday ',  23d  April* 

Mr.  DUNDAS  moved,  "  That  the  Houfe  do  now  re- 
€<  folve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take 
€<  into  confideration  the  circum  (lances  of  the  African  Have 
€i  trade,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day."  The  Houfe 
refolved  accordingly,  and  Mr.  Beaufoy  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  then  rofe  to  perform  his  promife,  namely, 
to  fubmit  his  ideas  on  the  Have  trade.  He  faid,  that  he 
Ihould  not  take  notice  of  any  advantage  which  the  Have 
trade  might  be  of  to  this  country,  or  to  any  clafs  'of  inha- 
bitants in  it,  or  to  any  of  the  planters  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
if  the  trade  had  been  permitted  to  continue :  thefe  were 
points  totally  extraneous,  becaufe  the  Houfe  had  expreffed 
its  fenfe  that  the  trade  fliould  not  be  continued.  He  fhould 
not  fay  any  thing  either  on  the  immediate  abolition,  be- 
caufe the  Houfe  had  come  to  a  resolution,  that  the  trade 
ihould  only  be  gradually  abolifhed ;  his  fentiments,  there- 
fore! muft  naturally  be  applicable  only  to  the  idea  of  a  gra* 
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deal  abolition  of  the  {lave  trade,  and  it  was  in  that  view  he 
wifhed  to  fubmit  them  to  the  fenfe  of  the  Committee.  « 

Several  years  ago,  he  laid,  be  had  formed  his  opinion 
upon  the  propriety  and  juftice  of  the  abolition  of  that  trade, 
and  the  report  of  the  evidence  before  the  Committee  of 
Privy  Council  had  confirmed  him  in  that  opiniorr;  but 
though  he  .thought  it  ought  not  be  continued,  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  fafe  fuddenly  to  put  an  end  to  it.  Some 
gentlemen,  he  obferved,  were  for  the  immediate  abolition* 
and  others  confidered  an  abolition  in  any  way  whatever  as 
prejudicial  and  ruinous  to  our  iflahds,  and  to  all  concerned 
witb  them  :  bis  ideas  therefore,  wh^ch  he  would  now  flaw 
for  the  gradual  abolition  of  the  trade,  might  be  rejected  by 
both  thofe  defcriptions  of  perfons,  but  he  hoped  they  would 
bedifcufled  candidly,  and,  ifxejedted,  cejecled  after  fair 
argument.  The  Committee  had  already  come  to  a  refolu- 
tion  on  the  fubjeel,  which  was,  "  that  the  trade  ftiould  be 
**  gradually  abolifhed;*  that  refolutionhe  confidered  as  the 
only  bafis  for  reafoningon  the  fubjedt :  and  he  expected  that 
thofe  who  had  differed  from  him  on  the  former  night  would 
confider  therafelves  bound  by  the  refolution  to  regard  the 
trade  as  a  condemned  trade*  But  he  finccfely  hoped,  that 
fbould  his  proportions  not  be  adopted,  it  was  not  the  idea 
that  they  were  that  day  met  to  vote  an  immediate  abolition, 
becaufe  if  that  was  the  idea,  it  would  lay  them  under  the 
ncceffity  of  reverting  back  again  to  the  original  quefticn. 
H*  hegged  leave  before  he  entered  into  the  detail  to  ftate 
again  and  again  what  he  had  advanced  on  a  former  night, 
viz,  that  he  confidered  the  co  operation  of  the  Weft-India 
merchants  and  planters  effential  to  the  abolition ;  for  unlefs 
they  made  them  parties  io  the  experiment  they  were  about 
to  make,  that  experiment  could  never  he  made;  upon  that 
ground  he  hoped  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  advocates 
for  the  abolition  would  fee  the  impropriety  of  looking  to  a 
very  fhort  period  ;  if  they  did  not,  the  trade  would  be  con- 
tinued in  a  different  mode  and  through  other  channels  ;  if 
|tme  was  riot  given  to  encourage  the  merchants  and  planter? 
to  try  fairly  the  fcheme  of  rearing  a  Sufficient  number  of 
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native  negroes  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  cultivating  the  plan- 
tations, the  trade  would  be  carried  on  by  foreign  countries, 
and  by  our  capitals  and  be  an  unregulated  African  trade ; 
for  that  Houfe  would  ceafe  to  have  the  power  of  regulating 
it :  he  therefore  begged  gentlemen  for  the  fake  of  their  own 
feelings  and  opinions,    for  the  fake  of  the  humanity,  that 
he  believed,  and  fincerely  believed  they  felt,    not  to  infift 
upon  too  fliort  a  period.     Having  faid  this  in  general  to 
thofe  who  were  the  mod  eager  for  the  abolition  of  the  flave 
trade,  he  would  addrefs  himfelf  next  to  another  defcriptiou 
of  perfons;    the  Weft  India  planters  and  merchants  them- 
felves;    and  to  them  he  would  fay  that  they  were  by  no 
means  aiding  their  caufe  if  they  infifted  on  too  long  a  period 
to  complete  the  abolition  of  this  trade,  becaufe  the  minds 
of  a  great  number  of  perfons  in  this  country,  and  thofe  of 
the  greateft  talents  and  iufiuence  in  it,  were  made  up,  and 
the  fenfeof  the  Houfe  had,    in  fome  degree,  been  already 
exprefled  upon  the  fubjecl,  and  the  queftion  might  be  faid 
to  be  in  part  decided  ;  and  under  this  view  he  would  recom- 
mend a  little  mutual  conceffion  on  the  fubje£t.     There  wag 
another  clafs  of  men,  whofe  interefts  and  opinions  fhould 
not  be  negle£Ud ;  for  if  they  were,  there  would  enfue  verjr 
great  diftrefs  to  many,  and  total  ruin  to  fome  families.  The 
perfons  to  whom  he  alluded  were  thofe  wbo  were  mort* 
gagees,  annuitants,  or  truftegs  for  the  eftates  of  infants  having 
property  in  the  Weft  Indies*     Suppofing  for  a  moment,  for 
the  fake  of  argument,  that  the  planters  could  carry  on  their 
plantations  without  frefti  importations  of  negroes,  and  that 
they  even  thought  fo  them&lves,  that  would  not  be  fuffici- 
ent  to  remove  the  evil,  for  thofe  planters'  intereft  was  much 
involved  in  the  intereft  and  the  opinion  of  thefe  mortgagees* 
truftees,  &c.     Thefe  perfons  muft  be  fatisfied  that  the  plan 
was  eligible,    and  that  it  vrould  not  affect  their  property, 
elfe  they  would  make  great  hafte  to  change  the  nature  of 
their  fecurity,  and  call  in  their  property  for  the  purpofe  of 
invefting  it  fome  where  elfe,  and  by  thefe  means  occafioa 
lofles  and  bankruptcies  to. an  extent  that  would,  appear  in- 
credible      'twere  now  ftafed.     The  refult  wa?,  that  Parli* 
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ament  would  a&  unwifely,  if  it  did  not  attend  'minutely 
and  reflect  on  thefe  points.  Such  would  be  the  effedfc  of 
taking  too  fhort  a  period  fo*  the  abolition  of  the  trade; 
there  wereoiher  evils  which  would  be  the  effect  of  making 
that  period  too  long.  There  was  another  body  of  men 
whofe  interefts  weTe  involved  in  this  traffic.  The  perfons 
engaged  in  the  trade  itfelf,  owners  of  veffels  belonging  to 
the  ports  of  London,  Liverpool  and  Briftol;  and  whatever 
feeling  fome  might  entertain  for  them,  ftill  it  was  undoubt- 
edly true  that  they  had  been  in  the  cuftom  of  following  up 
this  trade,  under  an  idea  that  it  was  fan&ioned  by  the  Le- 
giflature  of  this  country ;  under  fuch  impreffions  the  Com- 
mittee would  feel  that  as  it  was  in  their  power,  fo  it  was 
their  duty  to  do  them  juftice.  Upon  this  topic  he  fhould 
not  enlarge  now,  but  fhould  have  fomething  to  fuggeft  here- 
after. Having  ft  a  ted  the  general  outlines  of  the  effect  of 
what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  belt  plan  that  could  be 
adopted  to  meet  the  intereft  of  all  parties,  and  alfo  to  effec- 
tuate the  abolition  of  the  trade,  he  fhould  now  come  to 
mention  tome  of  the  particulars  of  the  fyftem  which  he  fhould 
propofe  for  the  purppfes  of  this  abolition. 

Firft,  That  that  part  which  was  carried  on  not  for  the 
immediate  ufe  of  our  own  iflands>  but  for  the  fervice  of  fo- 
reign nations,  he  fhould  propofe  to  be  immediately  abolifh- 
td.  This  made  a  very  material  part  of  the  traffic;  for  in 
the  year  1791,  the  whole  importation  confifted  offeventy- 
four  thoufand,  not  lefs  than  thirty- four  thoufand  of  which 
were  exported  for  the  fervice  of  foreign  nations.  This  part 
of  the  trade  it  was  his  object  to  fupprefs  di redly  on  the 
commencement  of  his  plan;  and  this  made  a  very  fubftan- 
tial  and  material  part  of  the  Have  trade.  Another  part  of 
his,  plan  was  to  cut  off  as  much  as  he  could  the  importation 
of  aged  people  to  the  Weft  Indies  from  the  Coaft  of  Africa* 
The  reafon  why  he  formed  that  plan  he  fhould  fhortly 
mention.  In  the  firft  place,  a  limitation  upon  the  age 
would  lead  to  leffen  the  number,  becaufe  the  importation  of 
young  perfons  would  tend  more  to  population  than  that  of 
^         perfons  of  a/i  advanced  age,  and  the  leading  principle  of  his 
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plan  was  to  enable  the  planters  to  make  an  experiment,  how 
far  they  could,  by  any  means,  render  frefli  importation  of 
Haves  into  the  plantations  unneceflary.  In  this  the  age,  in 
his  opinion,  was  much  to  be  attended  to.  Another  reafon. 
-why  he  wiflied  to  diredt  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
this  part  of  the  fuhjeft  was,  that  it  would  in  a  great  degree 
lefTen  the  cruelties  that  were  faid  to  be  praflifed  on  thefe 
unhappy  people  in  their  own  countries,  previous  to  the  fale 
of  them.  Another  reafon  why  he  adopted  this  was,  that  by 
importing  young  negroes,^  we  prote&ed  ourfelves  in  a  great 
meafure  againft  the  difeafes  of  thefe  unfortunate  petfons; 
for  the  difeafes  to  which  they  were  chiefly  incident  were 
much  more  common  among  the  aged  than  the  young.  The 
aged  often  brought  difeafes  with  them  from  Africa,  which 
foon  proved  mortal  to  themfejves,  and  often  afFedted  thofe 
with  whom  they  aflbciated.  It  was  well  known,  Mr.  Dun- 
das  faid,  that  moft  of  the  calamities  of  the  Middle  Paflage 
were  owing  to  the  difeafes  of  the  old  negroes.  Another  ad- 
vantage arifing  from  this  regulation  would  be,  that  it  would 
likewife  remove  the  complaints  of  the  heartbreaking  feel- 
ings, of  the  flaves  of  age  being  tome  from  their  connexions 
and  ancient  habits;  as  the  negroes,  of  the  age  he  {hould  wi(h 
to  confine  the  importation  to,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  have 
mide  connexions,  or  entertained  habits  from  which  the^ 
would  not  foon  have  their  minds  weaned.  He  had  another 
very  ftrong  reafon  for  being  defirous  of  importing  young 
iuftead  of  old  negroes,  which  was,  that  it  might  be  rendered 
worth  the  care  of  the  planters  to  inculcate  into  the  minds  of 
the  young  negroes  that  religious  and  moral  inftrufl ion  which 
they  might  be  capable  of  receiving,  and  which  probably  was 
never  confidered  an  objeft  worthy  of  attention  with  refpeft 
to  the  ancient  negroes :  he  was  convinced  that  every  idea  of 
civilizing  the  negroes  in  Africa,  or  in  our  iflands,  would 
prove  totally  futile  and  chimerical  until  an  inftitution  werft 
cftablifhed  for  the  purpofe  of  inftrufling  them  in  religious 
and  moral  duties ;  and  fuch  inftitutions,  he  faid,  he  (hould 
take  care  to  fuggeft. 
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Under  thefe  impreffions,  he  had  thought  of  confining 
the  whole  of  our  importation  of  negroes  to  females  not 
exceeding  the  age  of  fixteen,  and  to  males  not  exceeding 
the  age  of  twenty  ;  thefe  were.his  own  notions  upon  the 
fubje#,  and  all  his  ideas  had  been  dire&ed  to  that  ot>je6L 
But  certain  fuggeftions  had  been  made  to  him  that  this 
plan  could  not  be  carried  into  execution.  It  was  faid  that 
at.  would  be  impoflible  to  obtain  a  fufficient  number  for  the 
purpofes  of  carrying  on  our  plantations  under  this  limita- 
tion. He  had  yielded  to  thefe  fuggeftions,  and  had  in 
«confeqve*Ke  adopted  another  plan,  which  was,  that  the 
importation  Should  be  confined  to  females  of  the  age  of 
twenty,  and  males  of  the  age  of  twenty-five.  This  he 
adopted  not  from  his  own  original  fentiments,  but  from 
fhe  fuggeftion  of  others  much  better  qualified  to  form  H 
juft  opinion  on  the  fubje&.  Another  reafon  he  had  for 
wishing  the  negroes  imported  to  be  young,  and  which  he 
ought,  he  faid,  to  have  given  before,  was,  that  as  it  was 
natural  that  perfons  taken  by  force  from  their  native  place 
ihould  be  difcontented,  the  younger  they  were,  the  lefe 
would  be  that  difcontent;  and  by  avoiding  the  importation 
of  aged  perfons,  we  avoided  much  insecurity  j  tumult,  and 
infurre&ion,  and  molt  of  the  evils  which  threatened  the 
(afety  of  our  Weft-India  i (lands.  In  his  proportion 
therefore  for  confining  the  importation  to  young  negroes 
he  had  in  .view  the  preventing  the  importation  of  African 
eonvi<$ts,  for  it  was  idle  to  complain  of  the  uncivilized 
and  mifchievous  habits  of  the  negroes,  when  it  was  ac- 
knowledged that  thofe  convi&ed  of  crimes  in  their  own 
country  were  imported  into  the  iflands,  who  brought  with 
them  he  feeds  of  wickednefs,  the  feeds  of  fadition,  the 
jfeeds  of  inftirre&ion,  and  the  feeds  of  every  poffible  vice. 
By  thus  limiting  age  and  tonnage,  he  £*id,  he  ihould  con- 
fine the  importation  to  that  clafs  of  negroes  who  were 
fitted  to  be  bred  on  the  coaft  by  their  mailers  for  the  por- 
pofe  *f  being  fold  for  flaves ;  but  a  difficulty  had  alfo  been 
ftated  to  him  that  forenoon  upon  this  part  of  his  plan, 
which  was,  that  the  flaves  fo  reared,  tyere  not  fuffercd  to 
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be  exported,  unlcfs  convifted  of  crimes;  fhould  there- 
fore, the  refolution  he  fhould  fuggeft  on  this  point  appear, 
on  inquiry,  to  be  attended  with  inconveniences  and  dan* 
ger,  he  begged  leave  to  enter  his  caveat,  and  fhould  not 
confider  hirafelf  as  tied  down  to  proceed  with  it.  Mr. 
Dundas  next  adverted  to  the  rifque  the  African  merchants 
would  be  expofed  to,  of  fuffering  in  their  capital,  which 
chiefly  confifted  in  the  property  of  their  &ips,  by  the  aba* 
lrtion,  and  therefore  it  became  a  matter  of  confideration, 
what  fort  of  indemnification  was  proper  for  the  lofs  to  be 
fuftained  by  the  African  merchants.  Were  their  fhips  fit 
for  that  trade  only,  and  incapable  of  being  ufed  in  other 
forts  of  commerce  ?  He  faid,  he  fhould  certainly  think  it 
his  duty  to  propofe  that  commifEoners  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  loffes  which  might  be  fo  fuftained,  and 
quoted  as  a  precedent,  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
regulating  aft. 

The  next  point  was;  the  period  to  be  declared  for  the 
final  abolition,  of  the  trade.     Upon  this  point  there  had 
been  a  great  difference  of  opinion.     It  was  a  difference   ; 
naturally  to  be  expe&ed,  and  he^had  met  with  it.     This- 
point  would  be  governed  in  a  great  meafure  by  the  "calcu- 
lation to  be  formed  of  the  increafe  and  decreafe  of  popu- 
lation in  the  various  parts  at  which  negroes  were  import* 
ed,  and  upon  the  proportion  of  males  and  females,  and 
what,  in  technical  terms,  were  called  men  boys  and  wo- 
men girls.     This  ftrengthened  his  firft  obfervation — that 
none  but  thofe  who  were  young  fhould  be  imported  ;  and 
then  came  the  queftion  at  what  time  the  importat  ion  fhould 
ceafe,    and  upon  that  point  he  confefTed  he  had  not  the 
kaft  hope  he  fhould  be  able  to  give  fatisfa&ion.     He  had 
made  it  his  bufinefs  to  fee  every  perfon  whom  he  thought 
capable  of  affording  him  information,  and  he  had  endea- 
voured to  extra&  from  each  and  all  of  them  an  opinion. 
,  The  fartheft  point  to  which  he  could  get  the  friends  to  the 
abolition  to  go,  was  the  term  of  five  years  ;  they  would 
not  talk  to  him  if  he  propofed  a  farther  period.     The 
loweft  point  the  anti-abolitionifU  would  come  to  was  a 
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period  of  ten  years.  His  own  judgement  led  him  to  fall 
in  with  the  longer  period,  becaufe  he  thought  that  if  he 
was  fuccefsful  in  the  plan  that  he  fhould  propofe,  that  a 
fhorter  period  than  either  would  cure  the  evil,  and  at  the 
fame  time  quiet  the  minds  of  planters,  and  other  perfons 
more  immediately  interefted  in  the  trade;  but  as  he  wifh- 
ed  nothing  fo  much  as  that  this  fubjedt  fhould  be  fet  at 
reft  for  ever ;  and  as  he  deprecated  the  uncertainty  and 
danger  of  its  remaining  undecided,  he  wifhed  to  give  way 
to  the  opinion  of  otners .  upon  this  fubjeft.  He  fhould 
therefore  propofe  a  period  of  8  years  ending  in  the  year 
1800  when  the  trade  fhould  finally  ceafe.  He  was  fure  it 
was  the  intereft  of  this  country,  and  he  believed  it  to  be 
the  unanimous  fenfe  of  mankind,  that  this  queftion  fhould 
,not  be  kept  much  longer  in  a  ftate  of  fufpence.  He  was 
happy,  however,  in  having  an  opportunity  of  declaring 
that  hitherto. the  difcuflion  of  the  fubject  had  not  been  at- 
tended with  any  mifchievous  confequences,  and  that  our 
poffefTions,  where  this  traffic  was  applicable,  were  at  pre- 
fent  in  a  quiet  flate.  But  although  this  was  the  cafe  at 
this  moment,  who  could  be  fure  that  it  would  continue 
to  be  foi  Hence  the  propriety  of  coming  to  a  determina- 
tion that  might  fet  the  point  at  reft.  As  to  St.  Domingo, 
he  confefled  that  all  that  had  been  faid  of  the  infurrec- 
tions  of  that  place,  and  of  ills  being  the  effeft  of  our  hav- 
ing had  this  fubje6t  agitated  here,  was  totally  without 
foundation — it  originated  in  another  caufe.  But  of  all 
tjiiijgs  on  earth  he  thought  the  queftion  ought  not  to  be 
continued  undecided ;  for  though  he  wifhed  not  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  prophet,  he  could  not  avoid  faying,  that  if  the 
difcuflion  fhould,  by  the  length  of  time  it  occupied  here, 
land  on  ]the  coafts  of  our  iflands,  the  calamity  might  be 
dreadful. 

Upon  the  period,  however,  at  which  the  importation 
of  negroes  to  our  colonies  and  plantations  was  to  ceafe, 
he  muft  now  fubmit  his  fentiments.  He  had  thought  of 
the  fubjedt  a  good  deal — of  the  public  mind  upon  it — of 
the  neceffity  of  attending  to  that  confideration — of  the  in- 
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tereft  alfo  of  the  planters  and  other  perfons  concerned  and 
interefted  in  the  trade ;  and  he  muft  confefs  that  he  did 
not  fee  how  he  could  limit  them  to  lefs  than  feven  years 
from  the  ift  of  May,  1793.  This  was  general  with  re- 
gard to  the  iflandfc  and  plantations.  With  regard  to  the 
ceded  ifiands,  it  muft  be  allowed  they  flood  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent predicament.  It  would  be  recollected  they  came 
to  us  in  the  year  1763.  They  were  reflored  to  us  after  re- 
capture ;  but  the  hiflory  of  them  he  would  not  detail ; 
the  Committee  would  recolleft  their  fituation.  That  en- 
couragement was  held  out  for  perfons  to  lay  out  large 
fums  of  money  upon  grants  upon  thcfe  ifiands,  which  at 
this  time  changed  the  nature  of  property  on  them,  and 
made  them  very  different  from  the  other  ifiands,  and 
therefore  fome  farther  confideration  fhould  be  given  t© 
them.  Perhaps,  fome  might  be  of  opinion  that  a  farther 
continuance  of  the  trade  fhould  be  allowed  to  them — or, 
perhaps,  an  indemnification  of  another  fort,  but  theft 
were  points  to  be  confidered  hereafter.  To  come  more 
immediately  to  the  fubjedt — namely,  the  neceflity  of  fup- 
plying  the  ifiands  with  a  frefh  importation  of  negroes,  he 
would  fay  that  it  was  not  intended  that  the  trade  fhould 
be  extended  during  this  interval  of  propofed  gradual  abo- 
lition, for  that  there  were  no  thoughts  entertained  of  in- 
creafingthe  cultivation  of  the  ifiands,  and  that  his  objeft 
only  was  that  there  fhall  be  a  flock  kept  up  on  the  ifiands, 
fo  that  the  prefent  cultivation  of  them  fhould  not  be  lef- 
fened;  and  for  this  purpofe,  as  well  as  for  fome  others,  at 
which  he  had  hinted,  -perhaps  it  might  be  proper  to  name 
commiffioners  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  the  grants, 
&c.  by  which  they  were  affedfced  at  prefent,  and  to  fee 
how  far  any  claims  couH  be  made  upon  the  jufliceof  this 
country  for  any  compenfition  for  eventual  JofTes.  The* 
real  flate  of  the  queflion  upon^the  point  of  population  a$ 
far  as  regards  the  ifiands,  was  different  in  different 
iflands,  but  all  of  them  differed  from  the  ftate  of  Ja- 
maica. 
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He' now  begged  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  fituation  of  our  Weft-India  iflands,  in  refpeft  to  their 
population :  for  this  purpofe,  he  read  a  ftafcement  of  the  im- 
ports and  exports  for  the  years  1789,  1790,  and  1791,  by 
which  it  firft  appeared,  that  there  had  been  imported  into 
Antigua,  in  the  year  1789,  311;  exported  140;  retained 
271;  which,  as  far  as  regarded  that  ifland,  it  undoubtedly 
appeared  that  they  had  nearly  arrived  to  a  fufficient  flate  of 
population,  not  to  be  endangered  by  the  abolition  ;  in  the 
year  1790,  they  neither  imported  or  exported  a  fingle  flave, 
but  in  the  year  1791*  a  year  of  general  importation,  they  im- 
ported 268,  and  exported  none.  In  Barbadoes,  in  1789, 
there  were  imported  444  ; .  exported  399  ;    retained  45  :    in 

1790,  imported  126  ;  exported  72  ;  retained  54:  in  1791* 
imported  382  ;  exported  100  ;  retained  282:  in  Montferat, 
in  1789,  none  were  imported  ;  eight  exported  :  in  the  years 
1790  and  1 79 1,  no  flaves  imported  or  exported  :  in  Nevis, 
during  the  laft  three  years,  no  flaves  imported  or  exported.— 
In  St.  Kitt's,  in  1789,  imported  67  ;  exported  332  ;  in  1790, 
85  were  imported,  and  the  whole  retained  :  and  in  179*:,  no 
flaves  were  imported  or  exported.  In  Tortola,  in  1791^ 
there  were  44  exported,  but  none  imported  ;  and  in  the  two 
preceding  years  there  was  neither  exportation  or  importation. 
In  the  Bahamas,  in  1789,  neither  importation  or  exporta- 
tion :  in  1790,  an  exportation  of  55:  in  1791,  an  impor- 
tation of  212,  the  whole  of  which  was  retained.  Thofo 
iflands  might  be  confidered,  therefore,  fo  far  advanced  in 
population,  as  to  be  free  from  any  danger  arifing  from  the 
abolition  :  but  the  cafe  was  different  with  refpecl  to  Jamaica  ; 
for,  in  die  year  1789,  the  importation  was  9808  ;  the  ex- 
portation 2030  ;  retained  7868.  In  1790,  there  were  im- 
ported 14,063  ;    exported    1970,    ajad  12930  retained.     In 

1791,  15,000  imported  ;  3082  exported,  and  12,388  retain- 
ed ;  which  proved  that  that  ifland  was  not  arrived  at  fuch  a 

.  ftate  of  population,  that  they  could  fafely  reft  upon  It.     Mr. 

Dundas  next  ftated  the  importations  and  exportations  of  the 

..  ceded  iflands,  of  Grenada,  St.  Dominica,  and  St.  Vincent's, 

in  all  of  which  the  importations  had  greatly  exceeded  the  ex- 

^        portation,     Dominica,  in  1791,  imported  and  retained  44a. 
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Grenada,  in  1789,  imported  6490  ;  exported  3040,  retained 
3050  ;  in  1792,  3900  ;  exported  3142 :  retained  768  :  in 
1791,  imported  9283  ;  exported  6000  ;  retained  2921.  St. 
Vincent's,  in  1789,  imported  938;  exported  58  ;  retained 
845  :  in  1790,  imported  1552 ;  exported  61 1  ;  retained  2941 : 
in  1791,  imported  2863  ;  exported  1346,  and  retained  1617. 
Having  made  the  ftatements,  to  prove  the  policy  of  gradually 
abolifhing  the  trade,  inftead  of  an  immediate  abolition. 

Arguments,  he  was  aware,  might,  in  confequence  of 
thefe  ftatements,  be  adduced  on  both  fides.  On  the  one 
hand  it  might  be  faid,  that  unlefs  importation  be  perpetually 
allowed,  trade  cannot  be  carried  on,  and  confequently  the 
ifland  muft  be  ruined.  On  the  other,  that  the  importations 
have  been  fo  great  lately,  that  there  will  never  be  any  far- 
ther neceffity  for  importation,  particularly  as  the  mortality 
is  not  fo  great  as  it  has  been,  and  muft  ftill  be  lefs,  if  the 
health  and,  morals  of  the  negroes  be  properly  attended  to. — 
Upon  thefe  points,  he  would  fay  nothing  more,  than  that  we 
muft  give  room  for  the  planters  to  make  experiments,  to  fee 
how  far- they  can  fuccecd  in  any  plan  for  the  increafe  of  the 
population  of  the  negroes.  » Above  all,  we  were  not  to  forget 
that  much  of  the  profperity  of  this  ifland  depended  on  the 
opinion  which  the  mortgagees,  truftees,  &c.  entertained  of 
the  plan  by  which  it  was  managed  ,  and  therefore,  that  due 
regard  (hould  be  had  to  the  difpofition  of  thefe  perfons.  Kc 
then  entered  on  the  ftateof  the  ceded  iflands,  and  diftinguilh-* 
ed  what  appeared  to  him  to  coriftitute  the  difference  between 
them  and  the  other  iflands ;  obferving,  that  the  whole  plan, 
as  far  as  is  applied  to  them,  fhould  be  brought  forward  in  a 
diftinft  and  feparate  refolution  for  that  purpofe.  He  ob- 
ferved  alfo,  that  he  fhould  propofe  additional  regulations  for 
the  puniftiment  of  outrages  that  might  be  committed  in  this 
trade,  as  well  as  that  there  fhould  not  be  a  greater  number  of 
males  than  females  in  any  future  importation — a  point  that 
had  not  hitherto  been  fufficiently  attended  to,  but  which  he 
fhould  hereafter  bring  forward.  With  regard  to  the  Weft- 
India  planters,  he  muft  be  permitted  to  fay,  he  thought  they 
and  the  Colonial  Aflemblies  had  been  very  hardily  treated.  It 
had  been  faid,  that  they  had  not  attended  to  the  obje&  of  me- 
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liorating  the  condition  of  the  flaves  in  the  Weft  Indies.    The 
fad  was,  they  had  been  very  attentive  to  that  objeS,  and 
had  in  a  groat  degree  been  fuccefsful ;  and  he  believed  that 
the  attention  to  the  intereft  of  thofe  poor  creatures  had  been 
very  great  by  the  planters  and  Colonial  Aflembly,  and  that 
as  much  favour  had  been  {hewn   to  them  as  was  compatible 
with  the  condition  of  flaves.     It  was  true  that  many  fan- 
guinary  laws  with  regard  to  flaves  remained  unrepealed  until 
the  year  1789.     But  was  there  any  evidence  that  thofe  fan- 
guinary  laws  were  executed  according  to  their  rigour  ? — None* 
The  contrary  was  notorious.     As  well,  then,  might  we  fay, 
that  all  the  fanguinary  laws  againft  Catholics  were  enforced, 
becaufe  they  were  not  repealed  until  the  laft  feffion.     He 
hoped  that  many  of  thefe  points  would  be  farther  attended  to 
in  confequence  of  the  difcuflions  of  that  fubjedl  in  Parlia- 
ment.    He  thought  the  negroes  might  be  allowed  to  reap  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  fruits  of  their  own  induftry.     He 
faid,  the  chief  grievances  they   fuffered  was   from  being  a 
transferable  people,  in   confequence  of  which,  they  were 
liable  to  be  fold  from  a  good  mafter,  and  carried  into  another 
ifland  to  a  worfe  ;  and  he  wiflied  to  introduce  rather  a  predial 
than  a  perlpnal  fervice.     Another  point*  to  which  he  begged 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  was  a  fyftem  of 
moral  duty  and  religion.     He  hoped  that  in  future  care  would 
be  taken  to  inftruft  thefe  negroes  in  the  principles  of  the 
Chriftian  religion — a  religion  which  we  had  embraced,  and 
without  inculcating  which  among  the  flaves,  we  (hould  make 
nothing  of  our  abolition — a  religion,  which,  whatever  might 
be  faid  on  fome  of  the  controverfial  do&rines  maintained  by 
many  of  its   profeflbrs,  contained  a  fyftem  of  morality  that 
fitted  its  believer  for  all  the  duties  of  focial  life,  and  tended 
to  make  him  a  better  man  and  a  better  citizen.     If  they  did 
not  teach  thefe  ignorant  people  the  principles  of  this  religion, 
and  the  planters  complained  that  they  were  difturbed  by  the 
flaves,  who  would  not  obey  the  orders  of  their  mafters,  they 
had  no  right  to  complain.     As  well  might  the  hufbandman 
complain  of  a  bad  harveft,  after  he  had  negle&ed  to  cultivate 
the  foil  of  his  farm,  as  the  planter  complain  of  the  morals  of 
thefe  poor  people,  whom  he  had  neglecled  to  inftrudt.     In- 
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deed  there  was  much  reafon  to  be  diflatisfied  with  the  condu6t# 
of  the  clergy  in  thefe  plantations;  confiderable  regulations 
were  wanted,  and  (hould  be  adopted  in  that  refpeft. 

1  he  planters  had  complained,    tha*   the  Clergy  in  the 
iflands  were  of  no  fervice;  but  this  complaint  he  had  no 
doubt  the  venerable  Prelate  the  Bifhip  of  London,  in  whofe 
diocefe  it  was,  would  endeavour  to  remedy.     To  the  eitab- 
lifhment  of  inftitutions  for  inftru&ion  of  young  negroes,  he 
was  confident  the  Colonial  Afferrtblies  would  concur ;  and 
in  order  to  provide  for  the  expence  of  their  efiablifhment  he 
fhould  propole  an  humble  addrefs  to  His  Majefty;  but  not 
on  this  fubjeft  alone:  It  had  been  faid  that  if  we  fhould  give 
up  the  trade,    it  would  be  carried  on  by  other  powers ;  if 
the  Houfe  wifhed,    however,  as  he  was  convinced  it  did 
wifti,    radically  to  aboliih  the  flave  trade,    they  would  fee 
the  neceffity  of  'heir  endeavouring  to  induce  every  power  in 
Europe  to  abandon  it,  as  the  Weft  Indians  might  fear  bring 
outrivalled  in  trade,  if  the  importation  of  Africans  was  not 
ftopt  by  other  countries:  for  which  reafon  his  propofed  ad- 
drefs would  likewife  go  to  befeech  His  Majefty  to  ufe  fuch 
meafures  which  he  in  his  wifdorn  might  think  fit,  by  nego- 
tiation, or  otherwife,  to  bring  about  a  concert  of  the  pow- 
ers of  Europe  for  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  Mr.  Dun- 
das  faid,  he  faw  no  reafon  to  think  becaufe  the  flave  trade 
ceafed  our  commerce  with  the  continent  of  Africa  was  to 
ceafe  likewife.     Out  of  the  allies  of  the  flave  trade  new 
trades  would  arife,  which  by  the  exchange  of  our  manufac- 
tures for  the  produce  of  Africa  would  tend  to  civilize  the 
natives  of  that  part  of  the  globe,  and  introduce  among  them 
the  light  of  reafon.     There  were,  he  faid,  daily  fymptoms 
oftheeftablifhment  of  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  Africa 
being  at  no  very  diftant  period,  and  he  hoped  it  would  en- 
gage the  attention  of  Adminiftration,  fince  the  civilization 
of  the  Africans  and  the  increafe  of  our  commerce  with  them, 
would  go  hand  in  hand,  and  he  hoped  this  country,  which 
had  given  encouragement  to  the  flave  trade,  would  give  en- 
couragement to  eftablifhments  and  to  focieties  that  might 

tend  to  open  and  extend  a  trade  to  Africa  more  beneficial  and 
Vol.  XXXII.  Yy 
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more  honourable.  Withdut  pretending  to  pofiefs  either  the 
eloquence  or  talents  of  fome  honourable  gentlemen,  even 
with  his  moderate  abilities,  he  thought  he  could  propofe 
fome  plans  that  would  promife  fuccefs,  and  in  fome  mea- 
fure  effedt  the  defired  objedt.  After  more  obfervations  he 
would  barely  read  over  his  jrefolut ions,  and  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  Houfe  h6  would  have  them  printed,  and  re- 
ferve  the  difcuffion  toWednefday  next.  Before  he  fat  down, 
he  faid,  whether  his  ideas  were  right  or  not,  he  trufted  that 
it  would  be  recolledted,  that  he  had  at  l*eaft  done  juftice  to 
himfelf  in  fulfilling  his  pledge,  that  he  had  fairly  marched 
up  to  his  propofition,  and  that  he  had  brought  forward  no- 
thing nugatory,  but  that  he  could  not  fay  he  had,  to  his 
own  fatisfa&ion,  gone  fo  deeply  into  the  fubjeft  as  he  could 
have  w  idled;  the  (hortnefs  of  time,  and  the  great  number 
of  volumes  he  had  found  it  neceflary  to  refer  to,  muft  plead 
his  excufe,  nor  had  he  it  in  his  power  to  boaft,  that  he  had 
no  other  laborious  avocations  and  duties  to  attend  to  in  the 
me;in  time,  Mr.  Dundas  concluded  with  reading  over  the 
following  refolutions :  ' 

"  1.  THAT  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  to  import  any  African 
negroes  into  any  Britifli  colonies,  or  plantations,  in  fhips 
owned,  or  navigated,  by  Britifh  fubje&s,  at  any  timo.  after 
the  ift  day  of  January,  180a. 

"  2.  That  from  and  after  the  firftdayof  May  1793,  it 
(hall  not  be  lawful  to  carry  any  African  negro  from  the 
coaft  of  AMca,  or  any  African,  or  Creole  negro,  from 
any  of  His  Majefty's  i (lands  or  plantations  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  to  any  of  the  dominions  of  any  foreign  Power,  in 
any  (hip  owned  or  navigated  by  Britifh  fubje&s  ;  or  in  any 
foreign  fhip  or  veflfel  that  may  depart  from  the  ports  of  King- 
fton,  Montego  Bay,  St.  Lucia,  and  Savannah  la  Mar,  in  the 
ifland  of  Jamaica  ;  or  from  the  ports  of  St.  George,  in  the 
ifland  of  Grenada,  Naffau  in  the  ifland  of  Dominica,  and 
Naflau  in  the  ifland  of  New  Providence,  in  the  Bahamas. 

"3.  That  from  and  after  the  firfl  day  of  May,  in  the  pre- 
fent  year,  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  for  any  fhips  to  clear  out  from 
any  port  of  Great  Britain,    for  the  coaft  of  Africa,  for  the 
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purpofe  of  taking  on  board  negroes,  unlefs  fuch  fhip*  fhall 
have  been  previoufly  employed  in  the  African  trade,  or  con- 
tracted for,  for  that  purpofe,  previous  to  the  faid  firft  day  of 
May* 

"  And  farther,  it  (hall  not  be  lawful  for  any  (hip  to  clear 
out  from  any  Britifh  colony  or  plantation  in  America,  for  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  on  board  negroes, 
unlefs  fuch  Ihip  (hall  have  been  previoufly  employed  in  the  Af- 
rican trade,  or  contra&ed  for,  for  that  purpofe,  before  the, 
tenth  day  of  Oflober  of  the  prefent  year. 

"  4.  That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  May  1793,  it  fhall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  Britifh  fubjedl  to  carry  from  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  in  any  Ihip  or  veflfel  owned  and  navigated  by  Britifh 
fubje&s,  a  greater  proportion  of  male  negroes  than  of  female 
negroes. 

"  5*  That  from  and  after  the  day  of  it  fhall 

not  be  lawful  for  any  Britifh  fubjeft  to  purchafe,  or  take  on 
board,  or  carry  from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  in  any  (hip  owned  or 
navigated  by  Britifh  fubjefts,  any  male  African  negro  who 
fhall  be  above  the  age  of  20  years,  or  any  female  African  negro 
above  the  age  of  16  years, 

"  6.  That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  May  in  the  prefent 
year,  the  owner  or  owners,  or  mailer  of  every  Britifh  veffel, 
which  fhall  be  entered  outwards  in  any  port  or  place  in  this 
kingdom,  or  in  His  Majefty's  iflands  or  plantations  in  America, 
fhall  declare  to  the  principal  Officers  of  His  Majefty's  cuftoms 
of  the  port  or  place  from  whence  the  veflel  is  about  to  depart, 
for  the  purpofes  of  taking  on  board  negroes  on  the  coaft  of  Af- 
rica, the  general  deftination  of  the  voyage,  and  the  particular 
ifland  or  iflands,  in  His  Majefty's  plantations,  to  which  he  or 
they  propofe  to  carry  the  negroes  fo  purchafed  ;  and  that  one 
or  more  of  the  owners,  together  with  the  mafter  or  perfon  hav- 
ing the  command  of  fuch  fhip  or  veffel,  fhall,  with  two  fuffi* 
cient  fureties,  enter  into  bond  to  His  Majefty,  in  the  fum  of 
one  rhoufand  pounds  for  every  hundred  tons  burden  of  fuch 
ihip  or  veffel,  and  in  a  fimilar  proportion  where  the  tonnage 
fhall  fall  fhort  or  exceed  the  above  burden,  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  of  the  third  and  fourth  refolutionfr.  And  that  the 
mafter  or  perfon  having  the  command  of  fuch  fhip  or  veffel 
(hall  proceed  dire&ly  from' the  coaft  of  Africa  to  fome.one  of. 

Yy2 
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His  Majefty's  plantations  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  to  the  ifland 
of  New  Providence  in  the  Bahamas,  and  there  land  the  negroes 
taken  on  board  the  coaft  of  Africa,  unlefs  the  mafter  of  fuch 
veflel  (hall,  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  or  other  unavoidable  accident, 
be  obliged,  for  the  fafety  of  the  veflel  and  the  crew,  to  carry 
fuch  (hip  or  veflel  into  the  neareft  port  of  fafety. 

"  7.  That  a  duty  fhall  be  levied  or  colle&ed  by  the  collector 
or  other  principal  officers  of  His  Majefty's  cuftoms  in  the  plan- 
tations, of  5I.  upon  every  male  negro  exceeding  4  feet  4  inches 
in  height,  that  fhall  be  imported  in  any  fhip  or  veflel  into  His 
Majefty's  plantations,  from  and  after  the  10th  day  of  Oftober 
1797  ;  and  for  every  male  negro  whofe  height  (hall  not  exceed 
4  feet  4  inches,  the  fum  of  3I.  and  for  every  female  negro  ex- 
ceeding 4  feet  4  inches  in  height,  the  fum  of  3I ;  and  for  every 
female  negro  whofe  height  fhall  not  exceed  4  feet  4  inches,  the 
fum  of  2I  ;  and  for  every  male  negro  exceeding  4  feet  4  inches 
in  height,  which  (hall  be  imported  as  above,  from  and  after 
the  10th  day  of  October  1798,  the  fum  of  iol ;  and  for  every 
male  negro  whofe  height  (hall  not  exceed  4  feet  4  inches,  the 
fum  of  81.  and  for  every  female  negro  exceeding  4  feet  4  inches 
in  height,  the  fum  of  81.  and  for  every  female  negro  whofe 
height  (hall  not  exceed  4  feet  4  inches,  the  fum  of  61. 

"  And  for  every  male  or  female  negro  exceeding  4.  feet  4 
inches  in  height,  which  (hall  be  imported  as' above,  from  and 
after  the  10th  day  of  Oflober  1799,  the  fum  of  15I.  and  for 
every  male  or  female  negro  not  exceeding  4  feet  4  inches  in 
height,  the  fum  of  12I.  Which  duties  (hall,  within  one  month 
after  collection,  be  accounted  for,  and  paid  over,  by  the  col- 
leftor or  other  principal  Officer  of  His  Majefty's  Cuftoms,  to 
the  Receiver  General  of  the  ifland  or  plantation  in  which  fuch 
duties  fhall  have  been  levied  or  colle&ed,  to  be  applicable  to 
the  ufe  of  the  faid  ifland  or  plantation,  and  to  be  under  the  di- 
rection and  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Legiflature  of  the  fame. 

"  8.  That  from  and  after  the- 10th  day  of  October,  in  the 
prefent  year,  it  (hall  not  be  lawful  to  import  into  any  ifland  or 
colony  in  America,  under  His  Majefty,  any  African  negro, 
or  any  Creole  negro,  or  Mulatto  (lave,  from  any  foreign 
ifland,  colony,  territory  or  dominion  in  America. 

€€  9.  That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  May  1793,  the 
tonnage  of  (hipping  annually  cleared  out  from  the  different  ports 
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of  this  kingdom  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  for  the  purpofe  of  pur- 
chafing  negroes,  ihall  not  exceed  tons,  and  that  the 
ports  of  London,  Briftol,  and  Liverpool,  ihall  be  allowed 
fuch  proportion  thereof,  as  the  refpe&ive  trace  in  each  poitto 
the  coaft  of  Africa  bore  to  the  whole,  upon  an  average  of  three 
years,  preceding  the  5th  of  January  1792. 

"  And  further,    that  from  and  after  the  day  of 

the  tonnage  of  fhipping  annually  cleared  out  from  the. 
different  ports  of  His  Majefty  s  rolonies  and  plantations  in  Ame- 
rica to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  negroes, 
fhall  not  exceed  tons. 

"  10.  That  Commiflioners  fhould  be  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  lofles  wlych  merchants,  or, others  concerned  in  the 
African  flave  trade,  may  fuftain  in-confequence  of  the  preced- 
ing refolutions,  and  that  thefe  commiffioners  fhall,  from  time 
to  time,  report  to  Parliament  the  amount  of  the  indemnification 
to  which  the  fufFerers  are,  in  their  opinion,  entitled, 

"  11.  That  farther  provifion  ought  to  be  made  for  the  ex- 
emplary punifhroent  of  any  Britifti  fubje&s,  who  fhall  be  guilty 
of  any  outrage,  violence,  or  malpra6Uce,  againtt  any  native 
of  Africa,  either  in  that  country  or  on  the  coarts  thereof,  or 
on  board  any  fhip  or  veflfcl  owned  or  navigated  by  Britifh  fub- 
jedts. 

"  12.  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  tp  His  Majefty, 
befeeching  His  Majefty  to  take  fuch  meafures  as,  in  his  wifdom, 
he  fhall  judge  proper,  for  eftablifhing,  by  negociation  with  fo- 
reign powers,  a  general  Concert  and  agreement  for  the  final 
and  complete  abolition  of  the  trade  carried  on  for  the  purpofe 
of  importing  (laves  from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  into  any  of  the 
dominions  of  the  faid  powers ;  aifuring  His  Majefty,  that 
while,  on  our  part,  we  feel  ourfelves  indifpenfably  obliged, 
by  the  principles  of  juftice,  humanity,  and  found  policy,  to 
take  the  rnoft  efFe&ual  meafures  which  circumftances  will  ad- 
mit, for  accompliihing  this  important  objedt,  we  fhall  enter 
on  thepurfuit  of  thofe  meafures  with  additional  fatisfa&ion, 
from  the  hope  and  perfuafion,  that  His  Majefty  will  be  en- 
abled, by  the  prudence  and  wifdom  of  the  refpe&ive  colonial 
legiflatures,  to  adopt  Au!h  regulations,  within  the  feveral  iflands 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  as,  by  promoting  their  internal  population* 
and  gradually  improving  the  condition  of  the  negroes,   may 
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provide,  in  the  moft  advantageous  manner,  an  adequate  fupply 
for  their  cultivation,  and  contribute  to  the  fee urity,  tranquil- 
lity, and  permanent  profperity  of  thofe  valuable  poffeffions. — 
That,  confidering  the  particular  regulations  which  may  be  ne- 
ceflary  for  this  purpofe,  to  be  the  proper  province  of  the  colo- 
nial Lcgiflatures,  we  have-not  thought.it  proper  to  make  them 
the  fubjedt  of  our  deliberations ;  but  that,  if  any  circumftances 
fhould  arife,  in  which  our  co-operation  and  affiftance  lhall  be 
wanting  for  this  purpofe,  we  (hall,  at  all  times,  be  ready  to  af- 
ford it,  with  a  zeal  and  alacrity  proportioned  to  the  importance 
of  the  end,  and  to  our  conftant  folicitude  for  the  general  wel- 
fere  and  happinefs  of  every  part  of  His  Majefty's  dominions." 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  rofe  at  the  fame  time,  but 
the  latter  gave  way. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  fhould  be  forry  to  prevent 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  a  moment  from  fpeaking,  if 
he  had  meant  to  go  at  length  into  any  argument  on  the  fubjed 
to-night.  But  as  he  underftood^  it  was  the  wifti  of  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  to  name  a  future  day  for  the  difcuffion  of  his 
proportions,  which  were  to  be  printed,  and  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  oppofite  had  agreed  to  that  delay,  he  would 
only  trouble  the  Committee  fhortly  with  a  few  obferYations, 
upon  what  had  been  brought  forward  by  his  right  honourable 
friend.  In  the  arguments  ufed  by  his  right  honourable  friend, 
introductory  to  the  refolutions  which  he  meant  to  move,  that 
was  one  which  he  muft  take  the  liberty  of  noticing  in  a  parti- 
cular manner,  becaufe  it  was  very  different  from  his  own  idea* 
in  every  refpett.  That  point  was  the  reliance  which  his  rigfff 
honourable  friend  placed  upon  the  vote  for  the  gradual  aboli* 
tion  of  the  flave  trade,  which  the  Houfe  had  given  upon  the 
laft  night  of  its  difcuffion  ;  and  his  opinion  that  the  Houfe,  by 
the  refolution  they  had  come  to,  were  bound  to  follow  it  up  by 
adopting  fuch  a  fyftem  only  as  tended  to  produce  a  gradual  abo* 
lition.  Here  he  would  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  fay  that  he 
differed  moft  completely  from  his  right  honourable  friend,  be* 
caufe  he  thought  that  the  Houfe  was  in  no  fhape  tied  down  by 
that  vote  from  exercifing  their  judgement  again  this  feflion,  as 
often  as  the  fubjeft  came  before  them .  Having  faid  this  much 
generally,  he  would  fay  a  few  words  on  the  propofitions  them- 
felves,  as  offered  by  his  right  honourable  friend.     With  regard 
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to  thofe  refolutions,  which  he  gave  his  right  honourable  friend 
great  credit  for,  in  feyeral  refpe&s  they  evinced  the  pains  he  had 
taken  on  this  important  fubjeft,    and  the  wifli  he  had  to  do 
what  to  him  appeared  beft.    As  far  as  they  went  to  effeft  a  gra- 
dual abolition  of  the  trade,  he  approved  of  them  ;  but  the  mo- 
ment that  the  fyftem  propofed  flopped  (hort  of  a  total  and  im- 
mediate abolition  of  the  (lave  trade,  he  would  give  it  his  moil 
decided  and  hearty  oppofition  ;    and  as  often  as  the  queftion 
came  under  difcui&on,  would  divide  the  Committee,  and  di- 
vide the  Houfe,   until  the  great  objedl,   which  the  country, 
which  he  and  thofe  who  were  of  the  fame  opinion,  had  in  view, 
was  accomplifhed.     It  was  not  his  intention  now  to  go  into 
any  detail  or  argument  .upon  the  fubjeft  ;  but  when  the  day  of 
difcuffion  came,  he  would  not  only  recall  to  the  recolle&ion 
of  the  Houfe  thofe  ftrong  and  incontrovertible  arguments  which 
had  been  ufed  on  former  occafions,  but  likewife  would  pro- 
duce new  arguments  and  new  reafonings,  from  the  materials 
which  his  right  honourable  friend  had  that  night  furnifhed  him. 
And  if  any  thing  that  was  fair,  or  any  thing  that  was  confid- 
ent, ought  to  be  attended  to,  he  had  not  a  doubt  but  the  Houfe 
would  fee  the  propriety  of  voting  at  once  a  total  and  immediate 
abolition.     As  to  the  word  "  gradual,"  he  was  quite  at  a  lofs 
know  any  drift  explanation  that  could  be  given  to  that  term  ; 
nor  did  he  think  that  there  was  any  one  thing,  either  in  fub- 
ftance  or  form,  in  the   refplution  of  the   former  night,  that 
ought  to  tie  up  the  Houfe  in  any  way  whatever,  and  he  would 
declare  it  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  country,  as  his  decided  and 
avowed  opinion,  that  if  there  was  one  moment  loll  in  deter- 
mining upon  the  propriety  of  an  immediate  abolition,  more 
than  was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  difcufling  fo  important  a 
queftion,  even  that  would  be  too  gradual  an  abolition.     What 
he  faid  now  was  meant  rather  as  giving  a  notice  of  the  line  of 
condu&  which  he  meant  to  follow,  when  the  propofitions  of  his 
right  honourable  friend  came  next  before  the  Houfe,  confidcring 
himfelf  not  fettered  or  tied  down  by  any  thing  that  had  gone 
before  ;  and  even  taking  the  very  fame  principles  for  a  gradual 
abolition,  which  his  right  honourable  friend  haci  laid  down,  they 
were  the  ftrongefl  reafons  that  could  be  adduced  for  an  imme- 
diate abolition.     Thefe  were  his  real  fentiments  ^  in  this  way 
he  meant  to  argue,  and  trufted  he  would  prove  to  the  Houfe, 
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when  the  proper  time  came,  that  he  was  well  grounded  in  af- 
fertihgthat  the  principles  of  his  right  honourable  friend  were 
fuch  as  ought  to  induce  the  H  ufe  to  difapprove   of  the  refolu- 
tions  he  had  read  to  them.     There  was  one  great  and  material 
point  confide  edby  H«  riglt  honourable  friend,  which  had  not 
been  fo  car^idly  admitted  before  by  the  enemies  of  the  aboli- 
tion, and  that  was  that  a  defire  to  increafe  the  cultivation  of 
-the  Weft- India  iflands,  was  no  good  caufe  for  continuing  fo 
unjuft  and  inhuman  a  traffic  as  the  flave  trade.     The  different 
fituarions  of  different  iflands  had  been  ltated,  and  it  appeared 
that  ail  the  iflands,  except  Jamaica,  were  arrived  at  that  date 
of  population  which  did  not  require  a  frefh  importation  of  ne- 
groes.    He  had  Jaft  year  gone  into  this  very  minutely,  and  had 
aflerted,  that  in  the  year  1787,  all  the  iflands  were  in  a  fitu- 
ation   not  to  require  any  importation  of  flaves,  unlefs  for  the 
purpofe  of  increafing  the  cultivation  ;  and  it  being  granted  that 
this,  of  all  others,  was  the  worft  reafon  for  continuing  the 
flave  trade,   he  would  pledge  himfelf  to  (hew  to  the  Commit- 
tee, that  Jamaica,  in  the  year  1787,  had  a  fufficient  number 
of  negroes,  arid   therefore,    after  four  years  of  importation, 
greater  in  number  than  former  years  had  been,  they  muft  now, 
in  that  ifland,  if  the  idea  of  increafing- the  cultivation  is  given 
up,  be  prepared,  as  well  as  the  others,  for  a  total  abolition.— 
With  regard  to  the  ceded  iflands,  fome  diftincYion   might  be 
proper,  but  that  was  no  reafon  why  the  abolition  (hould  not 
be  immediate  in  the  reft  ;  and  whatever  might  be  neceflary  for 
the  ceded  iflands,  was  a  point  totally  diftinct,  and  that  ought 
to  be  argued  feparately  from  the  other  iflands,  where,  as  his 
right  honou/able  friend  had  very  properly  faid,  the  flave  trade 
had  been  already   condemned.     Upon  all  that   was  formerly 
urged  upon  this   fubjeft,    and   more   ftrongly  from  the  new 
grounds  of  reafoning  which  the  materials  brought  forward  by 
his  right  honourable  friend  had  furniihed  him  with,   he  fawthe 
greateft  reafon  to  revife  the  refolutions  which  the  Houfe  had 
come  to   on  the  former  night,  for  which  he  certainly  would 
vote  ;  and  if  he  failed  in  accomplishing  his  wifli  for  an  imme- 
diate abolition,  he  would  then  agree  to  any  propofition  that 
was  mod  likely  to  fhorten  the  duration  of  the  flave  trade. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  it  was  not  his  duty  to  fpeak, 
but  his  filence  might  be  mifconftrued  into  an  acquiefcence 


A.  1792.  DEBATES.  353 

with  any  one  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  propofitions, 
which,  he  declared,  was  not  the  cafe.  He  allowed  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  credit  for  his  fairnefs  in  the  manner  of 
bringing  forward  his  propofitions,  but  agreed  with  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend,  who  had  juft  fat  down,  that  all  the  doctrines, 
and  all  the  additional  information,  which  the  ability  and  induf- 
try  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  brought  before  the 
Committee,  tended  more  and  more  to  convince  them  of  the 
neceffity  for  a  total  and  immediate  abolition  of  the  Have  trade. 
He  was  pleafed  to  think,  from  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  that  all  the  fubterfuges  and  pretexts  for  conti- 
nuing that  difgraceful  and  abominable  trade,  were  entirely 
broken  down,  by  his  own  declaration  of  principles  and  fenti- 
ments,  inconfiftcnt  in  every  fenfe  with  its  exfftence.  He  re- 
gretted, however,  that  his  mind  feerned  to  be  hampered.  The 
refolution  of  the  Houfe,  for  a  gradual  abolition,  on  a  former 
night,  in  his  mind,  was  no  reafon  at  all  to  direct  the  Commit- 
tee to  act  againft  their  confeiences  and  conviftion  now,  or  in. 
any  future  ftage  of  the  bufinefs.  One  point  was  entirely  given 
up,  which  the  enemies  to  the  abolition  had  refted  much  upon 
in  all  former  difcuflions — the  importation  of  convifts  from  Afri- 
ca— which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  in  his  fpeech, 
•  completely  abandoned,  as  an  improper  and  iniquitous  part  of 
the  tradp  ;  but  this  was  only  one  argument  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  which  made  againft  himf elf ;  for  he  would 
maintain,  that  all  the  principles  and  all  the  reafonings  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  were  the  beft  grounds  for  an  im- 
mediate abolition,  and  he  pledged  himfelf  to  prove  them  fuch, 
when  the  day  of  difcuffion  came  on.  He  was  determined  to 
oppofe  all  the  refolutions,  and  to  vote  againft  thern,  particu- 
larly the  term  for  aboliftring  the  trade  ;  becaufe  if  the  Houfe 
once  agreed  that  the  flave  trade  was  not  to  be  abolifhed  for  eight 
years,  they  determined  in  faft  that  it  may  laft  for  ever. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  had  never  been  more  gratified  than 
by  hearing  the  fpeeches  of  the  right  honourable  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft,  and  efpecially  by  that  part  of  the  former  gentleman's 
fpeech,  in  which  he  /o  explicitly  ftated,  that  nothing  had  yet 
been  done  by  the  Houfe  that  could  prevent  them,  either  in 
point  of  form  or  of  fubftance,  from  returning  again  to  the  con- 
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federation  of  the  queftion  of  immediate  abolition,  for  he  now 
hoped,  after  the  frefli  motives  for  abolifliing  the  trade  ifnme- 
diately,  which  the  total  inconfiftency  and  impra&icability  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  propofition  would  undoubt- 
edly furnifh,  a  bill,  conformable  to  the  ideas  of  the  firft  mo- 
ver jo  this  bufinefs,  would  be  fuffered  to  be  brought  in.  He 
ihoiild  not  then  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  refolutions,  but  there 
Vfere  two  or  three  obfervatioris  which  he  thought  it  neceffary 
riot  to  delay  making.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  feemed, 
l>y  his  own  account,  to  imagine,  that  it  was  in  the  very  nature 
of  a  moderate  rheafure  to  difpleafe  both  the  two  contending 
parties  ;  "and  if  the  fucdefs  of  his  plan  of  moderation  was  to  be 
judged  by  this  criterion,  in  this  refpeS,  he  believed,  it  had  the 
moft  diftingiiiflied  fuccefs.  If  he  judged  of  its  merits,  merely 
by  thatteft,  he  might  go  home  with  the  greateft  fatisfa&ion  of 
mind ;  for  as  to  all  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  been  on  the  fide 
of  immediate  abolition,  he  could  allure  him  he  knew  of  none 
whatever  who  would  not  prefer  the  throwing  out  of  the  bill  al- 
together, to  the  confenting  to  any  bill  that  fixed  fo  diftant  a 
'period  as  that  which  had  been  ftated.  For  himfelf,  he  had  no 
"difficulty  in  fpeaking  his  own  mind  upon  the  fubjeft ;  he  did 
'not  know  whether  he  might  not  confent  to  an  abolition  in  three 
years  rather  than  no  abolition ;  but  if  five  years  was  propofed, 
he  could  not  bring  his  own  mind  to  agree  to  pafs  a  bill  abolifhsr 
'ing  the  trade  at  fo  diftant  a  period.  His  reafon  was  plain  ;  he 
'hoped  at  a  future  time  to  obtain  a  more  early  abolition-  than  he 
'fliould  obtain  by  confenting  to  fo* diftant  an  abolition  now.— 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  had  confirmed  him 
'in  this  Opinion;  for  in  orte  part  of  his  fpeech  he  had  held  a 
language  fo  different  from  the  terms  by  which  he  had  attempt- 
ed to  induce  the  abolitionifts  to  confent  to  a  long  term,  that  he 
was  only  following  up  the  hint  of  the  right  honoun&fc  gentle- 
man himfelf  in  refilling  to  vote  for  it.  If  it  had  b*$n  poffible 
indeed  to  divide  the  Houfe  into  feparato  Committef  s,  to  fend 
them  to  different  Committee  rooms ;  the  abolitionifts  to  oar, 
"the  anti-aboiitionifts  to  another  ;.  and  if  the  honourable  gfp- 
tleman  had  then  divkfed  his  fpeech  into  parts,  and  had  copt 
fucceflively  into  the  different' Committee  rooms,  and  fpoke^  a 
'part  of  his  fpeech  to  each,  it  might  have  done  Well  erjoiigh ;  tyrt 
the  misfortune  was  that  each  party  had  now  the  opportunity  # 
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hearing  what  was  faid  to  the  other.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man faid  to  the  one  party,  "  You  had  better  vote  with,  me 
for  a  longer  time  than  you  like,  otherwife  you  will  get  00  abo- 
lition at  alL"  This  was  very  polite  language  to  the  immedi- 
ate abolitionifts ;  but  the,  misfortune  was,  the  anti-aboIitioniftsv, 
heard  it,  and  they  were  thus  led  to  think,  that  if  in  any  way 
they  could  throw  out  the  bill,  no  abolition  could  take  place. 
Again  he  faid  to  them,  "  you  had  better  agree  to  a  fhorter 
*c  time,  otherwife  the  trade  will  he  aboli(hed  immediately ; 
4i  the  country  will  not  bear  it  longer ;  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
44  will  not  bear  it,  it  was  a  condemned  trade  ;  and  for  fear  of 
44  fomething  worfe,  you  had  better  yield."  Mr,  Fox  declared, 
he  fully  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  this 
lad  threat  which  he  had  held  out ;  he  had  takep  courage  from 
it ;  for  his  part,  his  fears  of  a  perpetual  flave  trade  (if  thefe 
refolutions  were  negatived)  were  abated  by  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman's  own  threat  to  the  other  gentlemen,  and  he 
aflured  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  againft  abolition,  that  if 
they  difapproved  a  bill  to  abolilh  the  trade  in  five  years  he  would 
mod  unqueftionably  agree  with  them  and  join  in  throwing  it 
out.  He  approved  of  the  addrefs  in  part,  but  as  to  the  idea  of 
meddling  with  internal  regulations  in  the  iflands,  he  thought 
that  an  affair  in  which  there  might  be  fome  little  danger,  and  N 
from  which  no  adequate  degree  of  good  was  likely  to  arife.  If 
their  own  fenfe  of  duty,  as  well  as  their  own  intereft  in 
improving  the  population  by  good  ufage  of  the  prefent  negroes, 
would  not  be  a  fufficient  inducement  to  the  provincial  legi- 
flatures,  he  had  no  idea  that  a  recommendation  from  this  coun- 
try would  have  any  great  weight.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
jtleman  had  argued  that  the  prefent  date  of  the  Weft-India  laws 
was  no  proof  of  the  degraded  ftate  of  the  negroes,  and  had  com- 
pared it  to  the  ftate  of  our  laws  againft  Roman  Catholics, 
which  were  in  truth  dormant*  The  cafes  were  widely  differ- 
ent— the  one,  thofe  in  the  cafe  of  the  Catholics  here,  truly 
flept,  no  individuals  put  them  in  execution,  and  if  no  a£tion 
was  brought  upon  thofe  laws,  no  aftual  mifchief  to  the  Papifts 
came  from  them — but  as  to  the  Weft-India  laws  they  refpe<St- 
ed  the  whole  perfonal  prote&ion  of  the  flaves— the  flavesjiad  no 
redrefs  of  any  grievance — they  had  no  protection  of  law  what- 
ever.   Their  matters  alfo,  who  were  the  oppofitc  party,  uejrs 
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the  legiflators,  who  both  refufed  them  the  protection  of  law 
and  themfclves  exercifed  individually  the  mod  arbitrary  power 
over  them.  The  famous  law  of  Barbadoes  enacted  that  if  a 
matter  killed  his  (lave  in  the  way  of  punifhment,  the  mafter 
was  to  fuffer  no  penalty  of  punifhment  whatever.  If  indeed, 
he  murdered  a  (lave  by  wanton  cruelty,  the  law  faid  he  fhould 
fuffer  the  penalty  of  fifteen  pounds — whether  in  currency,  or 
in  fterling  made  fome  difference  certainly,  £nd  he  was  not  fure 
ill  which  of  thefe  Coins  it  was  that  this  enormous  penalty  for 
murdering  a  fellow-creature  was  to  be  levied.  As  to  the  parts 
of  the  "right  honourable  gentleman's  propofition,  he  wasalmoft 
prevented  by  difgufl:  from  going  into  them  ;  ftill  it  was  his  duty 
to  fpeak  of  them  ;  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  now 
quite  given  up  the  principle  on  which  the  whole  juftice  of  the 
flave  trade  had  been  founded  ;  for  he  had  fairly  acknowledged, 
that  the  people  to  be  tranfported  were  not  to  be  criminals.  He 
had  thought  (and  truly  enough  as  to  that  matter)  that  there  was 
danger  to  the  iflands  from  the  tranfportation  of  African  con- 
'  vifts,  and  he  had  therefore  confined  the  trade  to  the  tranfporta- 
tion of  innocent  children.  In  future  the  flave  traders  were 
only  to  be  allowed  to  fteal  away  children  from  their  miferable 
parents.  This  was  the  remedy  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  moderation  had  fuggefted  !  This  was  thought  no 
Jiardfhip  and  no  injuftice  ;  it  was  prefumed  they  were  flaves  al- 
ready, and  were  bred  up  for  fale.  The  faft,  as  every  one 
knew  who  was  acquainted  with  the  evidence,  was  dire&ly  the 
contrary.  Thofe  who  were  held  in  a  ftate  of  flavery,  never 
were  fold  to  flave  fhips,  except  for  crimes.  This  was  a  noto- 
rious thing.  Thefe  barbarians,  thefe  favages,  as  we  confidered 
them,  entertain  fuch  a  horror  of  our  flave  trade,  that  they  ne- 
ver fell  any  of  their  own  flaves  to  our  flave  fhips,  unlefs  they 
have  firft  committed  a  crime  ;  they  have  too  much  companion 
and  bowels  of  mercy,  favage  as  we  call  them,  to  part  to  us  with 
the  flaves  that  work  for  them,  unlefs  they  become  convi&s. 
How  then  were  thefe  children  to  be  obtained  P  But  there  were 
other  difficulties  which  were  fuch  as  to  fhew  the  total  impracti- 
cability of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  plan.  They  were 
none  of  them  to  be  convifts,  becaufe  thefe  would  be  too  dan- 
gerous ;  and  yet  one  of  his  ideas  was,  that  there  fhould  be  men 
twenty-five  years  old  fold  to  us  !  How  was  this  age  to  exclude 
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convi&s?  were  there  no  convicts  in  our  country  under  that 
age  ?  he  believed  by  much  the  greater  number  of  them  were  be- 
low it.  Again,'  how  was  their  age  to  be  afcertained?  Where 
Was  the  baptifmal  regifter  on  the  eoaft  of  Africa  to  which  they 
were  to  go  and  look  into  for  the  ages  of  all  thefe  children  i 
How,  he  would  alk,  was  the  Captain  to  know  a  girl  of  fixteen 
from  a  girl  of  feventeen  ?  How  then  could  he  tell  whether 
lie  was  breaking  the  a&  of  Parliament  or  not  ?  In  fhort,  no- 
thing could  be  plainer  than  the  impracticability  of  this  very 
fcherhe  of  partial  and  gradual  abolition,  which  nevertheless 
had  been  fo  confidently  maintained,  chiefly  on  the  very  ground 
of  its  being  fupejrior  on  account  of  its  practicability.  The  im- 
mediate abolition  was  a  fimple,  plain,  practicable  meafure, 
founded  both  in  policy  and  juftice,  and  the  Houfe  would  only 
find  itfelf  involved  in  inextricable  difficulties,  and  led  into  the 
mod  dreadful  injuftice,  if  it  fhould  take  half  meafures,  and  at- 
tempt to  legalize  in  any  degree  a  thing  fo  indefenfible  as  the 
flave  trade,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  happy  to  hear  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  avow  one  principle,  which  -he  had  done 
fairly  and  manfully,  namely,  that  no  importations  were  to  be 
permitted  on  the  principle  of  improving  new  lands,  but  merely 
on  that  of  maintaining  the  prefent  cultivation  and  population. 
This  had  given  him  confiderable  comfort,  for  if  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  and  the  Houfe  would  buf  abide  by  this 
principle,  and  enter  fairly  into  that  consideration,  he  had  no 
doubt  whatever  of  their  being  completely  fatisfied,  that  the 
prefent  ftock  could  be  kept  up  and  did  now  fully  maintain  it- 
felf without  taking  any  imported  negroes  into  the  account* 
The  Houfe  therefore  on  examining  this  fubjeft,  which  he 
would  not  enter  into  then,  would,  he  was  perfuaded,  vote  aa 
immediate  abolition  of  the  trade,  As  to  Jamaica,  it  had  (truck 
him,  and  muft  have  ftruck  the  Houfe,  the  moment  the  great 
importations  into  the  ifland  were  mentioned,  that  the  caufc  of 
them  was  the  quantity  of  uncleared  lands  in  that  ifland  ;  the 
population  of  Jamaica  had  beenftated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  he  was  fure  would  be  proved,  to  the*  fatisfac- 
into  of  every  man  in  the  Houfe,  when  they  went  into  it,  fully 
to  maintain  itfelf ;  he  could  not  help  lamenting,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  fhould  have  fo  early,  and,  he  thought,  fo 
haftily,  pledged  himfelf  to  a  gradual  abolition,  without  previa 
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oofly  looking  into  the  evidence  and  acquainting  hirafelf  with 
the  fads  which  bore  upon  the  fubjecl,  and  that  he  fhould  have 
led  the  Houfe  on  a  former  night,  to  agree  with  him  in  his  ge- 
neral, propofition,  of  inferring  the  word  gradual  injto  the  mor 
tien.  He  hoped  they  would  now  fee  the  impra&icabihiy  of 
•fleeting  the  abolition,  m  the  manner  that  had  been  fo  haftiry 
held  out.  As  to  the  queftion  of  compenfation*  he  thought  that 
.ought  to  be  confidered  completely,  as  a  feparate  fubjed  of  co^- 
fideration,  The  abolition  of  the  Have  trade  did  not  depend,  in 
the  lead,  on  the  decifion  of  that  matter ;  let  gentlenian  make 
out  a  cafe,  and  it  fhould  be  fairly  heard  by  the  Houfe ;  but  lot 
it  not  be  thought  that  the  Britifh  Parliament  was  to  fatisfy  any 
obligations,  or  to  evade  the  difcharge  of  them  (if  fuch  there 
were)  by  afts  of  injuftice  towards  the  Africans,  who  were  no 
parties  to  the  contract.  We  muft,  fettle  ourfelves  the  claims 
that  might  be  made  on  us,  and  not  commit  injuftice  in  Africa*, 
in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  obligation.  He  did  not  wifli,  in  ei- 
ther way,  to  precludi  the  queftion  of  compensation ;  but  yet  be 
:  thought  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  gone  much  too 
•  far.  There  was  a  complaint  fome  time  ago,  Mr-  Fox  faid, 
that  we  had  not  fuffered  lumber  to  go  from  America  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  as  before  the  American  troubles.  Was  theite 
•any  talk  of  compensation  then  ?  Why,  then,  was  a  contpen- 
fation  preffed  for  not  fufferirtg  {laves  to  be  carried  ?  In  the 
fbrmer  cafe,  there  was  a  much  more  natural  ground  of  com- 
plaint than  in  the  latter ;  for  in  the  cafe  of  the  flave  trade,  there 
■  was  a  radical  violation  of  juftice,  while  in  the  other  cafe  theie 
might  be  fomething  of  a  reafonable  and  almoft  a  natural  claim, 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  American  continent.  As  to  the  agita- 
tion of  this  queftion,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
deprecated,  there  he  muft  completely  differ  from  hint-  The 
queftion  never  could  ceafe  from  being  agitated,  till  the  trade 
was  abolifhed.  Could  it  be  thought  that  the  honourable  mo- 
ver, who  had  given  fo  many  years  to  it,  and  was  fo  fully  con- 
vinced by  a  long  inveftigation  of  the  fubject,  of  the  truth  of 
all  that  he  had  advanced,  would  quietly  give  it  over,  and  be 
filent  for  eight  years  i  Would  the  country  continue*  likewife 
filent ?  There  would  be  a  general  election  before  that  time, 
1  and  was  it  poffible  to  conceive  men's  minds  would  thea  be  at 
reft  when  they  had  interested  themfelvcs  fo  wangly,   fo  aaxi- 
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oufly,  and  fo  generally  as  they  have  done?  Would  not  gen- 
tlemen's elections  be  afFe&ed  by  this  queftion  ?  would  not  the 
fubjeft  be  revived  by  the  contending  parties,  and  the  ftruggle 
break  out  continually  with  the  greateft  heat  and  violence  ?  He 
did  not  mean  to  fay  that  gentlemen  ought  to  be  induced  by  a 
fear  of  this  fort  to  vote  againft  a  meafure  which  they  thought 
wrong  in  their  confeiences  4  but  they  mud  not  imagine  the 
agitation  of  the  fubjeft  would  be  over.  It  was  impoffible  to 
fuppofe  h.  No  man,  however  romantic  in  the  caufe  of  flavery, 
however  enthufiaftic  for  injuftice,  could  be  fo  wild  as  to  fancy 
that  either  the  country,  or  the. friends  of  the  abolition  in  the 
Houfe,  would  let  this  trade  go  on  undifturbed  for  eight  years 
longer*  He  wifhed  fome  alteration  to  be  made  in  the  manner 
of  bringing  on  the  resolutions— namely  to  bring  on  firft,  that 
refolution  by  which  the  term  of  the  flave  trade's  continuance 
was  to  be  decided.  The  merit  or  demerit  of  many  of  the  other 
refolutions  might  depend  on  this — and  it  would  in  every  refpeft 
he  thought  be  better.  He  fhould  then  with  to  move  firft,  the 
queftion  of  immediate  abolition,  which  he  hoped  would  be  car- 
ried, confirmed,  as  every  argument  in  favour  of  it  now  was,  by 
what  had  appeared  this  day  to  be  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's plan.  If  it  fhould  not,  he  fhould  move  a  term  of  one 
year,  then  of  two  years,  and  fo  on  ;  it  would  then  be  fairly 
tried  what  was  that  term  which  the  Houfe  fhould  be  willing  to 
adopt, 

Mir.  DUNDAS  rofe  to  explain.  He  faid,  the  right  ho-> 
nourable  gentleman  could  not  pofitively  know  whether  he  had 
#ead  the  volumes  he  alluded  to  before  he  moved  the  amendment 
or  afterwards,  but  he  could  appeal  to  witnefles  then  in  the 
Houfe  that  his  opinion  then  on  the  fubje&  was  formed  three 
years  ago,  and  that  after'  he  had  perufed  the  report  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Privy  Council.  With  regard  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  propofitiou  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding,  Mr. 
JDundas  faid,  he  thought  it  was.  a  very  fair  one,  and  had  no 
manner  of  obje&ioatto  adopting  it ;  he  would  therefore  on  We4- 
iiefday  move  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  flave  trade, 
meaning  to  give  his  negative  tq  it. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  he  was  forry  the  enthufiafm  of 
his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  milled  him  fo  far, 
at  to  make  him  fancy  there  was  fo  prodigious  a  maloritv  of 
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the  public  in  favour  of  immediate  abolition.  Ha  believed 
lie  had  converfed  with  as  many  perfons  on  that  fubjedr  as 
any  man ;  and  he  declared,  that  he  found  an  immenfe  ma- 
jority againft  immediate  abolition.  At  all  events  he  flatter- 
ed himfelf,  that  none  of  the  ftrong  expreffions,  or  the  kind 
of  arguments  he  had  then  heard,  would  prevent  any  Mem- 
bers frpm  giving  their  votes  according  to  their  real  opinion. 
But  he  rofe  principally  to  fay  a  few  words,  in  refpe<3:  to  2 
new  and  very  unjuftifiable  mode  of  attack  and  accufation, 
which  had  lately  taken  place  in  that  Houfe.  Some  gentle- 
men thought  proper  privately,  and  in  the  rnoft  concealed 
manner,  to  fearch  for  evidence,  from  any  quarter,  of  hor- 
rid ftories,  and  without  due  examination,  or  the  leaft  no- 
tice to  the  parties,  let  them  burft  all  at  once  upon  the 
Houfe.  To  exert  eloquence  to  inflame  the  public  againft  a 
man,  was  the  fure  means  of  preventing  him  from  having  a 
fair  trial,  and  was  deteftable  and  improper  in  a  high  degree. 
In  the  cafe  of  Captain  Kimber,  we  had  a  melancholy  in- 
ftance  of  the  effe<Sr.  of  malice  and  credulity.  He  acknow- 
ledged he  was  much  imprefled  by  the  {lory  he  had  heard, 
and  was  anxious  to  promote  an  inquiry,  that  the  guilty 
might  be  punifhed,  or  the  innocent  cleared;  He  faid,  he 
had  examined  the  affair  thoroughly  for  which  CaptainKim- 
ber  was  committed,  namely,  cruelty  towards  a  negro  girl! 
and  he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that  there  was  not  the 
leaft  foundation  for  a  criminal  profecution  againft  that  cru- 
elly injured  man.  Yet  he  is  in  Newgate  and  in  irons,  and 
he  cannot  have  the  opportunity  of  a  trial  fooner  than  the 
7th  of  June.  At  the  fame  time  the  expence  will  be  very 
great.  He  concluded,  by  faying^  he  hoped  it  was  unnecef- 
lary  to  fay  more  to  difluade  gentlemen  from  fuch  unfair  at- 
tacks on  men  who  could  not  defend  themfelves,  and  whofe 
charadters,  though  innocent,  were  irreparably  injured  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Public.  He  then  gave  notice,  that  if  any 
thing  of  thejeind  happened  again,  he  ftiould  infift  on  bring- 
ing evidence  to  the  bar,  that  the  bufinefa  might  be  ex- 
amined. 
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Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,    he  knew  not  whether  the 
word   malice  was  applied    to  him.     [Lord    Sheffield  faid 
aloud—by  no  means].     I  have  only  then,  faid  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce,  to  clear  myfelf  from  the  imputation  of  credulity; 
for  it  certainly  was  not  my  bufinefs  to  Inform  Captain  Kim- 
ber  of  the  charges  againft  him.     If  1  have  evidence  that  a 
man  has  committed  a  murder,  I  am  not  to  inform  r/tm  that 
I  mean  to  profecute  him,  and  fo  give  him  warning  to  fave 
himfelf  by  flight.     The   information  refpefting  Captain 
Kimber  was  communicated  to  me  by  a  man  that  failed  with 
him,    who  added,    that  the  furgeon  knew  more  than  he. 
This  man  and  the  furgeon  were  examined  apart,  their  evi- 
dence agreed,  and  they  mentioned  other  perfons  whofe  evi- 
dence alfo  agreed  with  theirs.    I  wifli  that  Captain  Kimber 
may  be  able  to  clear  himfelf;   but  I  cannot  diflemble  the 
.conviftion  of  my  own  mind,  the  refult  of  honeft  and  care- 
ful inquiry.     I  have  found  every  charge  of  abufe  as  peremp- 
torily denied  in  thefirft  inftance,  and  I  have  found,  that  to 
inquire,  was  to  be  convinced.     AH  the  drcumftances  of  an- 
other cafe,  were  treated  at  firft  as  neither  true  nor  credible  ; 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  they  were  all  proved.     If  I 
am  chargeable  with  any  thing  on  this  fubjeS,    it  is  with 
mentioning  fo  few  of  the  abufes  that  have  been  proved  to 
me,    and   with  having  brought  forward  only  thofe  which 
were  accompanied  with  leaft  circumftances  of  cruelty. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  he  had  imputed  malice  to  the 
evidence  only  ;  fully  perluaded,  that  if  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  thought  it  fo,  he  would  not  have  relied  upon 
it.  He  had  made  particular  inquiries  into  the  charge 
againft  Captain  Kimber,  and  was  fully  convinced  that  he  was 
innocent. 

Mr.  DRAKE  faid,  he  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  had  fta- 
mina  enough,  to  be  able  to  give  his  fuffrage  at  feven  o'clock 
in  the  morning;  he  had  ftaid,  the  laft  time  thequeftion  was 
agitated,  as  long  as  he  poffibly  could,  bat  was  at  length 
wearied  out,  and  obliged  to  retire;  he  would  therefore  take 
that  opportunity  of  faying  a  few  words  while  he  Was  able. 
tie.  had  imagined  that  they  were  to  have  had  no  dtbatethat 
VoL.XXXIIi  '  3,  A  % 
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evenings  from  what  had  been  faid  by  the  right  honourable 
mover  of  the  pro pofit ions,  and  from  the  manner  in  which 
•the  fubjeS  had  been  fpoken  to  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  fpoken  after  him,  who  was  an  honour  to  hu- 
jnaii  nature,  but  whofe  generofity  in  the  caufe  of  the  Afri- 
cans was  carried  aim  oft  to  a  degree  of  infanity.  But  the 
right  honourabje gentleman  who  had  followed  him,  had  ta- 
ken a  wide  field  of  argument,  and  had  held  a  language 
which  he  regretted,  to  hear  from  a  gentleman  poffeffing  fuch 
grandeur  of  underftanding  and  fuch  potency  of  argument* 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  of  their  confti- 
tuents  ?  he  declared  for  one  that  he  fat  there  as  a  free  fub- 
je£t,  his  conftituents  were  the  people  of  England,  to  ferve 
them  he  was  fent  there,  by  a  few  who  had  the  privilege  of 
election.  He  would  always  ftick  by  the  people  of  England ; 
but  he  fcorned  to  hold  a  feat  in  that  Houfe  on  any  other 
terms  than  thole  of  freedom,  and  as  a  freeman.  He  little 
therefore  expe&ed  to  have  heard  fuch  language  from  a  right 
honourable  gentleman  who  the  other  day  had  fo  nobly  burft 
out 

€t  Juftum  ac  tenacem  propojitl  vtrum 

€i  Non  Civium  ardory  pravajubentium 

"  Non  vultus  inftantis  tyrrani 

"  Mtnte  quatitfolida" 

Mr*  Drake  faid,  humanity  and  juftice  were  irifeparable,  that 
the  Weft-India  iflands  were  private  property,  and  were  to 
hd  confidered  a9  the  vitals  of  the  conftitution,  he  therefore 
fiiould  vote  for  the  gradual  abolition. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  was  glad  the  honourable  gentleman 
kad  given  him  an  opportunity  of  explaining.  If  he  was  un- 
derftood  to  have  faid,  that  they  were  bound  to  vote  fo  and 
fo,  becaufe  their  conftituents  defired  them  to  do  To,  he  was 
Completely  mifunderftopd.  He  was  againft  the  opinion  of 
a  gradual  abolition,  as  neither  founded  in  mercy  nor  juT* 
tiee,  but  he  had  guardedly  told  thf  right  honourable  gentle- 
vix»n,  that  if  be  thought  the  cjueftion  of  the  abolition  woufc 
be  fet  at  reft  5y  carrying  his  proportions,  he  wat  mlftaken, 
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for  they  would  hear  of  it  at  the  general  election.  With  re- 
gard Co  that  Houfe,  Mr,  Fox  contended,  that  it  was  a  vita! 
part  of  the  conftitution  to  be  con  Tide  red  as  a  deliberative  af- 
fembfy,  and  that  they  were  to  argue,  to  liflen,  to  inquire^ 
and  to  determine,  but  in  great  and  important  queftions  it 
was  of  advantage  to  know  what  was  the  opinions  of  their 
conftituents,  in  order  to  form  their  own  opinion. 

Colonel  TARLETON  faid,  though  other  gentlemen 
have  dealt  largely  in  violent  inve&ive,  and  confirmed  much 
of  the  time  of  the  Houfe  in  attempting  to  affix  an  indelible 
jftigma  on  the  African  trade,  and  almoft  a  general  crimina-» 
tion  on  all  perfons.  who  have  ever  been  concerned  in  it :  as 
I  do  not  envy  them  their  feelings,  I  (hall  not  adopt  their 
example  by  entering  minutely  into  every  branch  of  the 
queftion  of  abolition.  Though  1  think  1  might  aflume 
fome  privilege  on  account  of  the  fituation  in  which  1  ftand* 
as  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  a  great  and  important  com* 
mercial  town,  yet  I  (hall  equally  indulge  myfelf  and  the 
Houfe  in  confining  what  I  have  to  fay  at  prefent  to  what  i 
confider  the  mod  prominent  part  for  this  day's  difcuffioiu 
As  general  accufation  is  commonly  more  copious  than  pofi- 
tive  defence,  and  more  ingenuity,  eloquence,  and  vehe- 
mence, are  neceflary  to  maintain  the  reverfe  of  that  propo- 
sition, which  I  have  hitherto  mod  cordially  fupported,  I 
fhall  touch  only  upon  thofe  parts  of  the  fubje<Sk  which  are 
bottomed  in  common  fenfc,  and  can  be  afcertained  by  in- 
quiry and  fupported  by  evidence.  I  mean  fhortly  to  point 
out  to  the  Houfe  the  importance  of  the  African  trade  to  a 
very  numerous  body  of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of 
this  country,  and  confequently  to  the  kingdom  at  large; 
and  then  I  fhall  indulge  myfelf  in  the  grateful  talk  of  de- 
fending the  characters  of  a  number  of  refpe&able  individu- 
als, who  have  been  wantonly  attached  with  the  moft  unex- 
ampled cruelty  and  malevolence.  With  regard  to  the  ca* 
pital  engaged  in  the  African  trade  at;  Liverpool,  my  own- 
local  knowledge  will,  I  truft,  give  me  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe,  and  carry  with  them  fome  weight  and  confiderationt 
One  hundred  and  ten  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  fkips  fail 

3A  * 
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annually  from  the  port  of  Liverpool  alone,  from  120  to  500 
tons  burden,  constructed  peculiarly  for  the  African  trade, 
and  unfit  for  any  purpofe  of  carrying,  &c.  Sec.  The  ave- 
rage of  Tailors  35  men  to  eacn  veffel.  An  African  fhip 
would  laft  from  20  to  30  years,  and  there  are  iqftances  of 
fbme  lafling  for  near  40  years. 

The  cargoes  of  African  (hips  confiit  of  the  manufactures  of 
ifylanchefter,  Sheffield,  and  Birmingham,  exclufive  of  many 
articles  from  the  Eafl  Indies  and  from  Ireland,  and  in  thefe 
three  towns  many  thpufands  of  poor  manufacturers  would  to- 
tally lofe  their  employment,  and  feveral  houfes  of  ex  ten  five 
capitals,  who  now  find  bread  for  them  and  their  numerous  fa- 
milies, would  be  thrown  completely  out  of  bufinefs  ;  becaufc 
there  are,  in  each  of  thefe  places,  feveral  capital  houfes,  who 
confine  their  manufactures  folely  to  the  articles  neceflary  for 
the  African  trade.  In  Liverpool,  befides  the  merchants,  many 
mafters  of  veflcls  and  inferior  officers  would  lofe  their  lucrative 
ft  at  ions,  and  many  induftrious  mechanics,  who  have  ferved  re- 
gular apprentice  (hips  to,'  and  have,  for  many  years,  continued 
in,  a  particular  line  of  bufinefs,  for  the  fabricating  articles  ex- 
clufiycly  required  in  this  trade,  would  lofe  both  the  capital  they 
have  acquired  in  their  prefent  ftock,  and  their  future  employ- 
ment. The  outfet  of  an  African  vcflcl  is  nearly  equal  to  thofe 
qf  four  other  veflels  of  equal  fize.  In  fpeaking  of  the  other 
part  of  the  fubject,  I  fhall  not  borrow  any  of  the  violent  apd 
Opprobrious  epithets  which  have  been  too  frequently  applied  in 
thisHoufe  to  Englifh  merchants  and  refpectable  individuals; 
but  I  fhall  repel  the  exaggerated  charges  made  by  feme  honour- 
able gentlemen,  relative  to  the  late  occurrences  at  Calabar,  by 
flaring  fome  facts  in  an  unvarnifhed  manner,  which  have  lately 
come  wjthin  my  knowledge.  Colonel  Tarleton  then  adverted 
to  Captain  Leatham's  teftimony :  Captain  Leathern,  of  the 
fhip  Enterpi  ize,  belonging  to  Liverpool,  who  was  on  the 
coaft,  and  in  the  river  at  the  time  of  the  firing,  though  hot 
Otherwife  than  as  a  fpectator  concerned  in  the  tranfaction,  de- 
clares, and  is  ready  to  add  the  weight  of  an  oath  to  his  tefli- 
.jnony,  that  the  Britifli  Captains  from  Briftol  and  Liverpool 
*  fired  over  the  town,  with  a  view  to  intimidate  the  black  traders 
into  an  obfervance  of  their  contract,  from  which  they  had 
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trcacherou fly  flown  :  that  no  lives  were  loft,  nor  even  any  per- 
fon  whatever  wounded  thereby.  That  Captain  Phillips,  of  the 
Thomas,  of  Briftol,  one  of  the  fix  (hips. in  queftion,  and  fe- 
veral  other  perfons  from  the  other  mips,  were  on  thore  after 
the  firing,  and  are  confequently  able  to  afcertain  the  fallacy  of 
the  affertion  made  to  this  Houfe.  That  there  are  feveral  other 
creditable  perfons,  as  well  as  three  natives  of  Calabar,  now  at 
Briftol,  who  can,  and  are  ready  to  corroborate  the  fame,  that 
no  French  (hips  were  in  the  river  at  the  time,  as  was  falfely 
ftated  to  this  Houfe.  That  the  entrance  into  Calabar  is  form- 
ed by  nature  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  is  next  to  an  impofiibiT 
lity  to  get  out  of  the  harbour  without  the  affiftance  of  the  na- 
tives ;  of  cpurfe,  we  are  entirely  in  their  power  during  oux^ 
flay  iri  the  river ;  and  if  we  do  offend  them,  they  have  the 
means  of  punishing  the  aggreflbr,  by  detaining  him  as  long  ai 
they  think  proper  ;  a  circumftance  which,  previous  to  this  pc- 
-  riod,  they  have  frequently  taken  advantage  of,  and  no  doubt 
would  have  done  it  in  this  cafe,  had  they  thought  they  had  been 
dealt  with  either  unjuftlyor  injurioufly.  On  the  contrary,  the 
feveral  Captains  alluded  to  received,  on  their  departure,  every 
friendly  affiftance  the  natives  could  afford  them.  From  this 
ftatement  of  Captain  Leatham's,  from  the  offered  dL-ppfitions 
of  the  perfons  concerned,  which  may  eafily  be  obtained,  1  may 
fairly  prefume  that  I  have  overthrown  all  the  tales  of  robbery, 
devaluation,  and  murder  at  Calabar,  which  refounded  in  this 
Houfe,  and  were  echoed  through  the  country  ;  and  I  may  juftly 
infer,  that  it  is  one  thing  to  rail,  another  to  accufe.  An  ac- 
cufation  requires  a  charge — it  rhuft  fix-the  crime — it  muft  mark 
the  perfon — it  muft  be  proved  by  arguments*  and  fupported  by 
evidence.  Shall  I,  therefore,  faid  the  Colonel,  compare  what 
has  been  faid  within  thefe  walls,  with  what  has  really  been, 
done  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  ?  No,  Sir,  I  fhould  lofe  my  pa- 
tience, if  I  turned  my  attention  only  for  a  moment  on  the  de- 
lufive  reprefentation  held  forward  to  this  Houfe.  I  like  not 
the  recital  of  real  horrors ;  nor  can  I  expatiate  on  the  tales  of 
a  creative  imagination.  I  rejoice  in  the  vindication  of  inno- 
cence }  and  I  cannot  but  fincerely  regret  that  I  was  not  fur- 
nifhedwith  the  invincible  fhield  of  truth,,  to  repel  this  mif- 
chieyous  and  malignant  fhaft  on  a  former  occafion* 
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Mr.  W1LBERF0RCE  faid,   their  being  difmiffed  was  no 

proof  that  they  were  innocent ;  the  account  rather  tended  to 

confirm  than  contradict  what  he  had  faid  ;  and  if  the  forms  of 

the  Houfe  would  admit,  he  was  ready  to  prove  every  affertion 

,  be  had  made  on  the  fubjeft. 

Colonel  TARLETON  faid,  there  was  a  wide  difference 
between  the  crimes  dated  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
an  omiflion  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  for  which  the  Cap- 
tains were  difmifled. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  if  the  omiflion  imputed  to 
them  was  firing  over  the  town  intteadof  into  it,  he  (hould  prove, 
-whenever  an  opportunity  was  given  him,  that  they  were  well 
entitled  to  be  reftored  to  their  fituations. 

Mr.  ROLLE  faid,  he  would  never  vote  on  popular  opinion* 
If  he  mould  differ  from  his  conftituents,  he  would  rather  refiga 
Ms  feat  in  Parliament,  than  vote  againft,  his  confeience,  as 
many  Members,  he  feared,  had  done  on  the  abolition  of  the 

flave  trade. [For  this  expreflion  he  was  called  to  order,  and 

explained.] He  concluded,  with  profeffing  himfelf  a  friend 

to  the  gradual  abolition. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid  he  mould  move,  as  his  firft  propofition, 
en  Wednefday,  that  the  trade  be  finally  abolifhed  in  the  year 
i8co.  This  would  give  thofe,  who  were  for  immediate  abo» 
lition,  an  opportunity  of  an  amendment,  and  bring  the  term, 
at  which  the  final  abolition  muft  take  place,  to  a  decifion* 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  this  would  not  be  a  fair  mode  of  fixing  the 
term  ;  becaufe  gentlemen,  who  might  vote  for  abolition  in 
j  800,  in  preference  to  immediate  abolition,  if  they  had  only 
to  chufe  between  the  two,  might  yet  wifh  for  an  earlier  period 
than  1800. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  agreed  with  Mr.  Fox,  andfuggeft- 
cd  a  mode  of  deciding  on  different  periods  fucceflively. 

The  Chairman  left  the  chair,  reported  progrefs,  and  alked 
leave  to  fit  again  on  Wednefday. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuejday,  2^ib  April 

Sir  JOHN  CALL  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  which  was 
for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Wine-licence  bill* 
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A  fhort  converfation  took  place,  in  which  Mr.  Bramfton  and 
others  took  part,  on  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  bill ;  and 
Lord  William  Ruflell  on  the  propriety  and  neceffity  of  it,  whicli 
his  Lordfliip  deduced  from  feveral  inftances  which  occurred  to 
him  as  Magiftrate  for  the  county  of  Surrey, 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Monday 
next. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Wednefdayy  25th  ApriL 

Mr.  DUNDAS  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  which  was  far 
the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  confider  farther  of  the  abolition  of  the  African  flave 
trade. 

The  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  inta 
a  Committee  accordingly,  Sir  William  Dolben  in  the  chair* 

Mr.  Dundas  then  moved  his  firft  refolution,  which  was  read 
as  follows  : 

44  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  it  (hall  not 
41  be  lawful  to  import  any  African  negroes  into  the  Britifh  co- 
**  lonies  or  plantations,  in  (hips  owned  and  navigated  by  Bri- 
44  tifh  fubje&s,  at  any  time  after  the  id  of  January,  1800," 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  he  was  glad  they  had  at  laft  be- 
fore them  propofitions  in  any  degree  practicable.  His  view 
was,  to  obtain  not  merely  the  gradual  abolition  of  the  flave 
trade,  but  alfo  the  abolition  of  a  mifchievous  difcufupn.  His 
wifli  had  been,  to  promote  a  ceflation  of  the  trade  by  removing 
its  neceffity  ;  but  he  had  not  confidered  the  limitation  of  time 
or  numbers  as  expedient  or  practicable.  However,  he  was 
difpofed  to  favour  the  outline  of  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man's  plan,  who,  he  thought,  deferved  the  thanks  of  the  coun- 
try for  the  part  he  had  taken.  He  greatly  preferred  the  prefent 
plan  to  that  of  laft  year,  which  propdfed  the  dangerous  and 
violent  meafure  of  flopping  the  ports  of  the  Weft  Indies  by  a 
"Britifh  aft.  Although  we  had  a  right  to  fay,  the  flave  trade 
fhould  not  be  carried  on  in  our  ihips,  we  fhould  not  pretend  to 
lay  the  colonifts  (hould  not  be  fupplied  by  other  means.  If  we 
ihofe  to  giveup-the'fupplyof  our  iflands,.it  did  not  foBow.that 
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we  have  a  right  to  ftarve  them.  Soma  humane  gentleman 
might  fay,  they  fhould  not  have  live  provifions  carried  in  our 
filips,  becaufe  it  was  cruel  to  put  animals  to  death  ;  we  had  as 
much  right  to  fay  one  as  the  other  ;  and  he  infifted,  that  what- 
ever more  might  be  neceflary  beyond  the  prohibition  of  the 
trade  in  our  (hips,  muft  be  done  by  the  Weft-India  Aflemblies» 
We  had  already  tried  the  experiment  of  (hutting  the  port  of 
Bofton  ;  it  would  not  anfwer  better  in  the  Weft  Thdfes.  Be- 
fides,  we  had  fince  given  up  all  pretenfions  to  do  it  ;  for  the  aft 
of  the  year  1778  referves  only  the  right  of  impofing  duties  for 
the  regulation  of  commerce,  and  regulation  and  abolition  were 
different  things.  He  faid,  the  immediate  aholitionifts  endea- 
voured to  impute  inhumanity  to  thofe  who  did  not  join  in  their 
wild  mode  of  effe&ing  the  ceflation  of  the  flave  trade  ;  but  in 
truth  the  inhumanity  was  on  the  part  of  thofe  who  inflame  the 
negroes  to  their  deftru&ion,  and  when  infurredtion  takes  place, 

.  our  declaimers  would  be  deemed  the  murderers,  not  thofe  who 
oppofed  their  extravagant  meafures.  It  was  certain,  our  dif- 
cuflions  would  not  be  underftood,  and  our  negroes  would  not 
comprehend  efforts  in  favour  of  the  inhabitants  of  Africa,  which 
do  nothing  for  them.  He  faid,  he  was  forry  to  obferve  that 
we  had  men  in  this  country  capable  of  difperfmg  mutilated  ac- 
counts among  them  to  excitcdifcontent.  As  to  the  petitions, 
he  declared  they  rather  rendered  him  averfe  to  abolition  i  not 

.  one  had  the  honefty  to  fay,  we  are  ready  to  compenfate  for  our 
humanity.  He  knew  they  were  not  the  voluntary  expreflions 
of  the  people,  but  far  the  greater  part  had  been  procured  by  af- 
fociations ;  and  he  fhould  ever  condemn  fuch  attempts  to  con- 
trol the  deliberations  of  Parliament,  as  he  thought  them  highly 
"unconftitutional.  He  concluded  by  faying,  that  a  fhorter  time 
for  the  abolition  of  the  trade  than  the  year  1800  would  be  inef- 

.  feftual. 

Lord  MORNINGTON  began  with  declaring,    that  how- 

:  ever  ready  he  might  be  to  admit  that  the  plan  propofed  by  his 
right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Dundas)  was  fraught  with  advan- 
tages material  and  important,  yet  notwithftanding  that,  it  was 

:  infufficient  to  the  hopes  that  had  always  actuated  his  mind  ever 
fince  the  period  at  which  he  had  firft  beftowed  any  confideration 

;  on  the  fubje£t..     The  great  blow  to  the  trade,  however,  he  was 

.  free  to  acknowledge,  was  ftruck,  and  he  could  not  but  feel 
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furprifc  at  the  propofition  of  his  right  honourable  friend  being 
ihort  of  an  immediate  abolition,  when  he  recolle&ed  the  maf- 
terly  hand  of  him  by  whom  they  were  framed  ;  when  he  re- 
collected  the  eminent  talents  he  poflefTed,  and  fo  fuccefsfully 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  country ;  and  much  more,  if  he 
confidered  them  as  Coming  from  one  of  fincerity,  of  zeal,  of 
labour,  and  of  diligence  ;  qualities  which  in  his  right  honour- 
able friend  he  knew  fo  eminently  to  exift.  But  the  defe&  did 
not  arife  from  the  want  of  zeal  or  abilities  of  its  propofer.  The 
defeft  arofe  from  the  nature  of  the  trade  itfelf.  It  was  a  trade 
which,  from  its  very  nature,  admitted  of  nothing  like  modifi- 
cation or  amendment ;  between  right  and  wrong  there  could 
be  no  compromife.  We  could  not  modify  injuftice  :  and  he 
could  not  help  faying,  that  theYefolution,  as  it  now  flood,  was 
a  mere  propofal  to  moderate  injuftice.  If  we  were  to  purchafe 
the  right  of  being  unjuft,  wefliould  purchafe  it  at  our  own  ex- 
pence.  He  faid,  he  (hould  not  go  into  the  detail  of  the  plan 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  but  fhould  confine  himfelf 
to  thefirft  refolution,  becaufe  if  he  (hould  fucceed  in  the  amend- 
ment which  he  (hould  propofe,  the  other  part  of  the  propofed 
plan  would  become  unneceffary.  There  was  another  reafon 
why  he  (hould  confine  himfelf  to  this  part,  and  that  was,  that 
thie  detail  of  the  fubjeft  had  been  fo  ably  managed,  that  nothing 
remained  to  be  added  to  it  at  the  prefent  time  ;  it  had  had  its 
efFeft  on  the  Houfe  ;  and  after  the  refolution  which  the  Houfe 
liad  entered  into,  it  was  no  longer  inve&ive  to  call  the  (lave 
trade  inhuman  and  unjuft.  It  was  fo  declared  by  the  vote  of 
that  Houfe,  and  it  was  admitted  to  be  fo  even  by  thofe  who 
fupported  it.  The  queftion  therefore  was  now  not  "  whether 
"  the  (lave  trade  (hall  be  abolifhed  }"  but,  "  how  long  (hall 
t€  we  continue  to  be  unjuft  ? — To  what  period  (hall  we  pro- 
tl  long  our  injuftice  ? — How  long  (hall  we  carry  on  a  traffic 
"  which  we  ourfelves  condemn  and  declare  to  be  inhuman?" 
He  really  thought  it  was  nearly  needlefs  to  proceed  farther  on  a 
point  fo  plain,  that  he  (hould  be  outrun  by  the  feelings  of  the 
Houfe,  and  that  they  would  anticipate  what  he  ought  to  pro- 
pofe. But  yet  there  were  fome  who  had  been,  and  perhaps 
might  be  yet,  of  a  different  opinion  from  that  which  he  had 
formed  upon  this  fubjeft.     Some  had  thought  that  we  (hould 

be  unjuft  for  ten  years ;  others  thought  it  was  enough  for  us 
Vol.  XXXII.  ^B 


370  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  179^ 

to  be  unjuft  for  five  years ;  others  that  we  {hould  be  unjuft  for 
feven  years  ;  that  the.  prefent  century  (hould  continue  in  dif- 
grace,  and  that  juftice  was  to  commence  its  operation  with  the 
opening  of  another  century !  But  this,  he  trufted,  would  not 
be  the  fentiments  of  the  Parliament  of  the  prefent  brave  and 
enlightened  people  of  Great  Britain  ! 

What  had  been  the  grounds  of  the  defence  of  this  trade  ?— - 
That  the  number  of  negroes  on  the  iflands  were  not  of  them- 
fclves  fufficient  to  cultivate  the  iflands — that  for  that  purpofi 
we  -mutt  have  frefli  importations,  and  confequently  a  continu- 
ance of  this  trade.  It  was  admitted,  that  if  the  negroes  now 
in  the  iflands  were  fufficient  for  the  cultivation  of  them,  the 
ittde  {hould  immediately  be  difconfinued.  Now,  itwouU 
appear,  that  these  had  been  no  importation,  that  in  any  de-  I 

gree,  of  late  years,  upon  the  average  taken  of  the  whole,  bore 
any  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  births  and  deaths,  and  j 

that  the  mortality  was  chiefly  among  thofe  who  ware  recently 
imported.  What  was  'the  refult  of  this  ?  Why,  that  it  was 
perfectly  clear  that  thefe  importations  were  neither  neceflVy 
HOr  ufeful. 

With  regard  to  Jamaica,  he  Should  wiih  to  take  fome  no- 
tice of  the  caufe  of  the  importation  ;  and  he  (hould  maintain 
*he  fufiiciehcy  of  that  ifland  to  fupport  itfelf,  as  was  proved  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  o*i  a  former  debate — not  from 
any  extraordinary  abilities,  although  the  Hovfe  knew  he  paf- 
fefled  them — but  from  plain  arithmetic,  on  which  there  could 
be  no  difference  of  opinion,  taken  from  calculations  accurately 
•made  in  the  year  1787.  It  appeared  then  clearly  to  the  Houfe 
that  the  mortality  on  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  was  only  one  per 
cent.,  and  even  that  mortality  was  to  be  imputed  in  a  great 
degree  to  the  importation  of  Africans.  The  whole  number  on 
the  ifland  was  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand.  The 
number  in  the  lift  of  mortality  was  only  about  two  thoufand. 
Tlje  importation  each  year  had  been  ten  thoufand.  Thus  the 
Committee  faw  that  the  number  of  the  importation  was  ten  to 
pne  compared  to  the  mortality.     To  what  were  we  to  impute  I 

this  ?  Not  to  the  climate  of  Jamaica,  he  believed ;  for,  in 
point  of  fad,  the  climate  of  that  ifland  was  nearly  the  beft  of 
■all  the  iflands.     But  were  there  no  other  confldemion$,  from  J 

the  year  1 787  down  to  the  prefent  time  i  Certainly  there  were.  I 
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He  knew  particularly  well,  there  had  been  internal  regulations 
made  for  the  increafe  of  the  negroes  by  birth  and  population. 
He  knew  alfo,  that  the  bill  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  who 
now  fat  in  the  chair  of  the  Committee,  fo  much  to  his  honour 
and  to  the  benefit  of  the  Public,  brought  into  Parliament  to 
regulate  the  mode  of  tranfporting  the  negroes  from  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  had  produced  a  confiderable  effeft,  the  refult  of  which 
was,  that  the  mortality  of  thofe  now  on  the  ifland  would  be 
ftill  lefs  than  it  had  been  ;  then  had  he  not  a  right  to  fay,  that 
the  late  importations  to  Jamaica  had  been  made  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  to  meet  the  event  of  the  total  abolition  of  the  trade,  or 
clfe  for  the  increafe  of  the  cultivation  of  the  ifland  ?  Now> 
•what  was  to  be  done  with  the  prodigious  number  of  acres  re- 
maining uncultivated  in  this  ifland  }  Was  the  cultivation  to  be 
extended  ?  Certainly  not.  The  point  was  given  up  in  the 
opening  of  the  prefent  propofed  plan  for  the  gradual  abolition. 
If,  therefore,  faith  was  kept  with  the  Public,  that  the  culti- 
vation of  the  ifland  fliould  not  be  attempted  to  be  extended,  a 
farther  importation  would  be  unneceflary.  If  not,  the  extent 
of  that  part  of  the  ifland,  which  ftill  remained  uncultivated, 
was  fo  great,  that,  in  that  cafe,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  hope 
that  the  trade  would  ever  be  abolifhed.  If  we  were  to  wait 
until  all  the  iflands  were  cultivated,  he  wiflied  to  alk,  at  what 
expence  of  blood,  and  fcenes  of  horror,  they  were  to  be  fo  ? 
Should  we  fay,  that  in  this  ftate  of  our  revenue — in  this  ftate 
of  our  power — in  this  ftate  of  our  chara&er  for  honour,  huma- 
nity, and  all  the  feelings  that  are  fo  noble  in  our  nature,  that 
all  the  fcenes  of  blood,  of  horror,  and  defolation,  which  had 
been  fo  clearly  proved  to  have  taken  place,  fhall  ftill  continue  ? 
He  hoped,  he  trufted,  that  the  anfwer  would  be,  No !  That 
Britifh  commerce  fliould  not  be  ftained  with  pra&ices  fo  foul- 
that  the  capital  of  Britifh  fubjefts  ihould  not  be  laid  out  in  a 
traffic  fo  degrading. 

The  cafe  of  the  ceded  iflands  had  been  dated  by  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  on  a  former  day,  as  differing  eifentially  from 
that  of  our  other  pofTeflions.  If  it  did,  he  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  grant  them  compenfation  for  the  abolition ;  but  he 
could  not  confent  to  keep  the  trade  open  on  their  account,  be- 
caufe  he  was  convinced  fuch  a  meafure  would  defeat  the  objeft 
which  the  Legiflature  had  in  view  in  aboliihing  the  trade.    It 
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had  been  faid,  that  people  had  been  encouraged  to  purchafe 
lands  in  tho/e  iflands,  and  extend  the  cultivation  of  them.  It 
was  true  ;  but  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  when  grants 
were  made  to  them  by  the  Crown,  certain  conditions  were  an- 
nexed to  them,  which  the  grantees  were  bound  to  fulfil.  One 
of  thefe  was,  that  within  a  given  and  fpecified  time  they  fhould 
clear  and  cultivate  fuch  a  number  of  acres.  Where  fteps  had 
been  taken  to  fulfil  that  condition,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  that 
if  the  grantees  were  flopped  fhort  by  Parliament,  and  the  flave 
trade  fliut  up,  they  were  entitled  to  compenfation.  The  fame 
could  not  be  faid  of  thofe  who  had  neglected  to  perform  this 
engagement ;  they  could  not  in  juftice  call  for  compenfation 
for  a  lofs  which  they  had  not  fuftained,  for  reimburfement  of 
fums  that  ought  to  have  been,  but  that  had  not  in  point  of  fad 
been  laid  out  in  clearing  and  planting  new  grounds;  If  they 
fhould  now  begin  to  plant  them,  he  could  not  think  Parlia- 
ment bound  to  allow  them  compenfation,  becaufe  it  would  ap- 
pear, that  after  fo  long  a  neglect,  they  were  a£r.ing  only  on 
the  fpur  of  the  occafion.  He  was  willing,  however,  to  inquire 
into  the  cafe  of  the  planters  in  the  ceded  iflands,  and  to  make 
them  fuch  compenfation  as  mould  be  fairly  made  out  to  be  due 
to  them  in  confequence,  not  of  any  negledt  of  their  own,  but 
of  any  aft  of  the  Legiflature.  Money  ought  not  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  of  equal  value  with  blood. 

It  had  been  faid  that  the  African  flave  trade  had  been  fanc- 
tioned  by  the  Legiflature,  and  carried  on  under  a  pofitive  corn-* 
pad,  fa  which  Parliament  was  a  party  ,  and  that  the  merchants 
and  planters,  having  embarked  their  property  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Legiflature,  in  a  line  of  bufinefs  which  could  not  be 
purfued  without  the  afliftance  of  flaves,  thq  flave  trade  could 
not  be  abolifhed  without  injuflice,  if  not  ruin  to  the  individu- 
als concerned  in  it.  This  objection,  however  fpecious,  was 
far  from  being  folid  ;  for,  looking  into  the  ftatute,  which  the 
merchants  and  planters  confidered  as  their  charter  on  this  occa- 
fion, he  could  not  find  the  fhadow  of  any  compact,  of  which 
an  abolition  of  the  trade,  however  immediate,  could  be  called  a 
violation.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  convinced  that  if  the  plan- 
ters and  merchants  would  adhere  faithfully  to  the  letter  and 
fpirit  of  that  ftatute,  it  would  operate,  not  as  an  encouragement 
to  the  flave  trade,   but  to  its  abolition. 
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By  the  ftatute,  to  which  he  alluded,  all  perfons  concerned  In 
this  tr$de  were  reftrained,  under  the  penalty  of  100I.  for  each 
individual  breach  or  infraction  of  the  law,  frim  "  taking  or 
<€  procuring  any  African  flave  by  force,  violence,  fraud,  or 
"  indireft  means  whatever.' '  From  this  it  appeared,  that 
the  trade,  as  it  had  hitherto  been  carried  on,  not  only  was  not 
fanftioned,  but  absolutely  prohibited  by  the  Legiflature  under 
heavy  penalties ;  and  if  he  thought  that  it  was  poflible  to  enforce 
thofe  penalties*  he  would  not  call  for  an  abolition  of  the  trade, 
becaufe  this  very  aft,  by  which  it  was  faid  to  have  been  fane* 
tioned,  would  neceffarily  effeft  the  extinction  of  it,  unlefs  it 
could  be  carried  on  without  fraud,  violence,  or  indirect  means  ; 
and  as  he  knew  it  could  not,  he  was  fully  fatisfied  that  the 
merchants  would  beMie  firft  to  renounce  it,  if  the  penalties 
could  be  levied  as  often  as  they  (hould  be  incurred. 

Here  then  was  the  bond  on  which  the  anti-abolitionifts  dwelt 
fo  much.  But  did  it  fupport  the  arguments  that  they  built 
upon  it?  Very  far  from  it ;  he  admitted,  indeed,  that  it  gave 
them  authority  to  purchafe  (laves  ;  but  if  he  might  borrow  all 
alluficn  from  our  great  Poet,  he  would  fay,  it  gave  them  not  a 
drop  of  blood  :  they  might  take  the  pound  of  flefli ;  but  they 
derived  not  from  the  bond,  a  right  to  fpill  blood.  They  were 
not  to  wage' war,  or  caufe  it  to  be  waged ;  they  were  not  to 
procure  (laves  by  violence,  fraud,  or  indirect  means  ;  nor  treat 
them,  when  procured,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  endanger  their 
lives.  So  that  this  very  aft,  which  was  the  charter  under 
which  the  trade  was  carried  on,  was  the  mod  complete  con- 
demnation of  it. 

1  But  it  had  been  urged  by  the  anti-abolitionifts,  and  by  a  no- 
ble Lord  in  particular,  that  Parliament  had  not  a  right  to  pre- 
vent the  planters  from  fupplying  themfelves  with  negroes,  or 
•  making  the  mod  of  their  eftates,  in  which  themfelves  and  their 
creditors,  were  fo  deeply  interefted.  This  he  denied  ;  for  Par- 
liament had  often  taken  fteps,  and  was  materially  affefted  i  it 
had  laid  additional  duties  upon  their  fugars ;  it  had  varied  the 
terms  on  which  they  might  be  exported  from  this  country,  and 
alfo  the  terms  on  which  foreign  fugars  might  be  imported ; 
nay  Parliament  had  gone  fo  far  as  to  prohibit  the  importa* 
tion  of  provifions  into  the  Weft-India  lilands,  without  which 
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negroes  could  not  be  of  any  ufe,    in  any  other  than  Britiih 
bottoms. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  he  would  contend  that  the  (lave  trade 
having  been  carried  on  in  a  manner  that  miliated  direftly  againft 
the  ^ct  of  Parliament,  by  which  it  was  tolerated,  arid  it  being 
next  to  an  impoilibility  that  it  (hould  be  carried  on  without  vi- 
olence, fraud,  imjuftice,  and  indireft  means,  the  Legiflature 
might,  without  a  breach  of  compaft,  or  of  juftice,  annihilate 
it  from  this  very  moment. 

The  firft  time  that  the  nation  heard  of  this  trade,  or  at  leaft 
the  firft  time  any  notice  was  taken  of  it  by  the  Legiflature, 
was  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  when  a  Company  was  formed 
and  incorporated  under  the  denomination  of  merchant-adven- 
turers to  the  coaft  of  Africa :  at  the  head  of  it  was  placed  James 
Duke  of  York,  afterwards  King  James  II.  a  name  ever  inauf- 
picious  to  liberty.  By  the  a£  by  which  the  King's  charter  was 
confirmed,  power  was  given  to  the  Company  to  frequent  the 
Coaft  of  Africa  from  the  port  of  Salee  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary 
inclufively,  to  the  Cape  of  Buona  Efperanza,  or  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  alfainclufively,  and  to  take  (laves  from  the  regions, 
coafts,  climates,  dates,  dominions,  &c.  &c.  of  the  whole  con- 
tinent of  Africa,  from  the  time  of  granting  the  faid  letters  pa- 
tent for  the  term  of  one  thoufand  years ! ! ! 

His  Lcrdihip  read  a  paflage  from  the  aft,  dating  all  thefc 
particulars,  and  obferved,  that  unfortunately  for  thofe  who 
were  concerned  in  this  trade,  not  one  African  Prince,  State, 
oj  individual,  was  a  party  to  this  magnificent  grant/by  which 
whole  nations,  completely  fovereign  and  independent,  were 
given  away,  without  their  knowledge  or  confent. 

Upon  the  whole  then,  he  was  for  an  immediate  abolition  of 
the  fiave  trade,  becaufe  in  the  firft  place  its  continuance,  after 
it  had  been  condemned  as  cruel  and  unjuft,  would  be  a  difgrace 
to  the  nation  ;  and  in  the  next,  it  could  be  abolifhed  without 
injury  to  the  Weft  Indies.  Had  he  been  reduced  to  the  dilem- 
ma of  confenting  to  the  continuance  of  a  trade  which  had  been 
juftly  called  a  crime  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  over 
againft  him,  (Mr.  Fox)  or  by  aboliftiing  it,  effecting  the  ruin 
of  our  colonies,  he  hoped  he  (hould  have  courage  enough  to  do 
bis  duty,  and  avoid  the  commillion  of  that  crime  r  but  hethank- 
^         ed  God  he  was  not  reduced  to  fuch  an  alternative,  and  that  he 
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could  put  an  end  to  the  crime,  without  i'njury  to  thofe  colo- 
nies. Some  perfons  being  beaten  out  of  every  other  hold,  had 
refolved  to  make  their  laft  ftand  on  this  ground,  "  that  it  would 
tl  be  in  vain  for  us  to  give  up  the  flave  trade,  for  it  would  be 
"  carried  on  by  other  nations  ;  fo  that  the  Africans  could  not 
*€  derive  *ny  advantage  from  our  felf-denial. "  To  this  he 
would  fay,  that  he  hoped  no  nation  would  purfue  a  traffic* 
which  the  greateft  commercial  nation  in  the  world  was  about 
to  abandon,  as  an  outrage  upon  juftice  and  humanity  ;  but 
ihpuld  he  be  miftaken,  all  he  would  fay  was,  that  it  would  be 
neverthelefs  our  duty  to  renounce  a  trade,  which  could  not  be 
fupported  but  by  murder  and  fraud ;  and  if  he  was  capable  o£ 
bellowing  d  curfe  upon  an  enemy,  the  greateft  he  could  with 
any  nation,  to  which  this  country  might  be  hoftile,  would  be* 
that  it  Ihould  take  up  the  flave  trade,  the  moment  we  mould 
have  laid  it  down.  We  owed  an  example  to  Europe ;  we  had 
been  the  ftrft  to  fan&ion  this  abominable  trade  ;  we  ought^ 
therefore, .  to  be  eager  to  exprefe  our  repentance  and  horror, 
and  to  declare  to  all  the  world  our  refolution  to  put  an  end  im- 
mediately to  fo  iniquitous  a  trade.  Having  faid  thus  much  ia 
favour  of  immediate  abolition,  he  would  move  an  amendment, 
'which  he  hoped  would  be  carried ;  but  mould  it  be  loft,  he 
would  ftill  agree  to  a  propofition,  which,  whilft  it  deprived 
him  of  the  hope  of  an  immediate  abolition,  would  bring  the 
trade  to  the  next  (horteft  termination.  He  concluded,  by  mov- 
ing, That  the  words  "  ift  of  January,  1800,"  mould  be  left 
out,  and  the  words  "  ift  of  January,  1793/'  inferted  in  their 
room. 

Mr.  BEAUFOY  faid,  the  motion  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
made,  is  fo  confonant  to  the  earneft  willies  I  have  formed,  from 
my  earlieft  youth,  that  if  I  now  rife  to  ftate  any  doubts  on  the 
fubje&,  it  is  with  the  hope,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate 
thofe  doubts  may  be  effe&ually  removed  ;  and  that  the  conclu- 
fions  of  my  underftanding  may  ultimately  correfpond  with  the 
dictates  of  my  heart. 

The  noble  Lord  has  declared,  that  the  Britifti  Legiflature 
will  never  confent  to  a  compromife  with  injuftice.  But  I 
much  fear  that  fuch  a  compromife  is  impofed  upon  us  by  an 
invincible  neceflity — a  greater  power  than  we  can  contraffcft 
has  fubje&ed  us  to  the  cruel  obligation.     For  on  what  other 
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principle,  than  that  of  an  over- ruling  neceflity,  do  we  pretend 
to  authorize  the  continuance  in  bondage  of  the  14,000  human 
beings  who  are  now  flaves  in  the  fettlements  of  Britain  ?  It  is 
not  juftice  which  teaches  us,  that  becaufe  we  have  deeply  in- 
jured, we  have  therefore  a  right  to  injure.  Juftice  does  not 
teach  us,  that  a  Jong  courfe  of  oppreflion  gives  us  a  right  to 
opprefs.  The  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  their  laft  vote  for  the 
abolition  of  the  trade,  have  not  fo  reafoned  ;  nor  is  the  prin- 
ciple which  governed  them  candidly  dated  by  the  noble  Lord. 
The  Houfe  of  Commons  conceived  that  the  queftion  before 
them  was  not,  what  is  beft,  abjiracledly  confidered,  but  what 
is  beft,  under  all  the  exifting  circumflances  of  the  cafe.  They 
were  anxious  to  relieve  their  charaSers  from  reproach,  and 
their  minds  from  thebitter  refledtions  of  upholding  a  commerce, 
which  all  acknowledge  to  be  the  difgrace  and  fcourge  of  out 
Ipecies ;  yet  doubting,  at  the  fame  time,  if  it  were  poffible, 
fubftantially,  and  with  real  effeift  for  the  Africans  themfelves, 
to  abolifh  fuddenly  and  at  once  this  inhuman  traffic,  they  re- 
folved  to  adopt,  as  the  beft  practical,  though  not  the  beft  theo- 
retical, expedient,  the  meafure  of  a  gradual  abolition.  They 
confidered  the  (lave  trade  not  as  a  .choice,  but  an  inheritance ; 
and  they  wifhed  to  efcape  from  it  by  fuch  means  as  fhould  be 
found  the  beft  upon  the  whole.  Thkt  our  anceftors,  in  an  age 
but  little  removed  from  our  own  ;  at  a  period  too  in  which  they 
had  lately  reformed  the  national  religion,  and  profeffed  a  more 
than  ufual  purity  both  in  morals  and  in  worfhip  ;  that  our  an- 
ceftors, at  fuch  a  period >t  (hould  have  refolved  to  eftablifh  a 
trade,  which  violates  all  the  feelings  of  nature,  and  tramples 
on  all  the  fanftities  of  religion,  is  one  of  thofe  preternatural 
and  portentous  phenomena  which  confound  the  philofopher, 
and  appal  the  Chriftian.  But  they  did  eftablifh  this  trade; 
they  did  extend  to  this  atrocious  commerce  the  fanftions  of 
law,  and  the  aids  of  legiflative  encouragement.  Thus  circum- 
ftanced,  the  obvious  duty  to  which  we  are  bound,  is  that  of 
making  off  this  tremendous  legacy,  by  fuch  means  as  fhatt  ap- 
pear to  be  the  wifeftand  the  nioft  efFe&ual  on  the  whole.  It 
is  that  of  treading  back  the  line  of  injuftice,  by  the  fafeft  and 
moil  certain  path,  and  of  confidering  in  what  mode,  with  the 
lead  hazard  to  ourfelves,  and,  above  all,  with  the  greateft  be-- 
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Befit  to  the  Africans,  we  fhall  relieve  the  country  from  thd 
horrors  of  the  flare  trade. 

Sir,  in  deliberating  on  this  ftibje&,  the  interefts  of  the  Afri- 
cans themfclves  muft  be  deemed  the  primary  objects  of  atten- 
tion ;  but  when  I  fpeak  of  the  Africans,  I  mean  not  to  exclude 
from  the  number  thofe  miserable  men  who  are  already,  by  out 
means,  and  in  our  iflands,  oppreffcd  by  the  calamities  of  bond- 
age. Now,  if  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord  feould  receive  the* 
concurrence  of  the  Houfe,  what  is  the  effed  it  will  produce  on 
them  f  We  know,  from  the  accounts  on  the  table,  that  the 
number  of  flaves  who  have  been  annually  imported  for  the 
ufe  of  thofe  iflands  alone,  during  the  lad  20  years,  has  not 
£een  lefs,  on  an  average,  than  14,000  per  annum.  From 
other  papers  on  the  table  we  alfo  know,  that  if  the  quantity  of 
(ugar  imported  into  this  country  for  the  fivefirji  years  of  the 
fame  period,  be  compared  with  the  quantity  imported  in  the 
five  loft  years  of  that  period,  the  increafe  will  be  found  to  be 
little  more  than  3000  hogfheads  per  annum.  But  if  thefe*fa£ts 
be  admitted,  and  that  they  muft  be  admitted  is  evident,  fror* 
the  authority  on  which  they  are  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  it  follows 
that  an  importation  of  14,000  negroes  per  annum  was  not;  a$ 
the  noble  Lord  has  fuppofed,  applied  to  the  purpofe  of  extend* 
ing  cultivation,  (for  the  near  equality  of  produce  difproves  that 
idea)  but  was  found  eflentially  requifite  to  fupply  the  rapid 
wafte  of  life,  and  to  fuftain  the  perifhing  numbers  of  the  flaves. 
Thus  circumftanced,  it  is  evident  that  a  fudden  abolition  of  the 
trade  will  operate  on  the  Afrjcaqs  already  in  bondage,  as  aa 
increafe  of  toil  and  #n  augmentation  of  fuffering.  No  reft,  no 
refpite  will  be  allowed.  The  privilege  of  the  Sabbath  will  be 
profaned  ;  the  repofe  of  the  night  will  be  invaded.  No  age 
will  be  confidered  as  an  exemption  for  the  old  \  no  illnefs  a>  aa 
excufe  for  the  young.  Children,  in  their  tendereft  years,  will 
be  compelled  to  join  the  gang  ;  and  the  female  negro  will  be 
ia(hed  from  the  bed  in  which  (he  is  delivered,  to  the  fcorching 
labours  of  the  field.  Callous  from  habit,  inured  from  his  in* 
fancy  to  the  fight  of  human  fuffering,  and  hardened  to  fcenei 
of  horror,  the  overfeer  will  plead  invincible  neceffity  for  the 
additional  labour  he  extorts.  The  planter  himfelf,  feeling 
with  double  weight  the  preffure  of  his  debts,  and  compelled 
to  furnilh  the  ufual  quantity  of  fugar,  or  to  furrender  his  per* 
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fontoajail,  maylofe,  in  the  fcnfe  of  his  own  mifery,  the 
companion  he  would  othcrwife  (hew  to  the  fufferings  of  his 
flaves.  On  the  Britifh  Legiflature  he  will  charge  the  augment- 
ed calamities  to  which  the  negroes  are  expofed.  He  will  tell 
us,  it  is  you  who  impofe  the  neceffity  of  additional  enforce- 
ments, by  eftablifhing  the  neceffity  of  additional  labour.  m  It  is 
you  who  give  to  the  lafli  its  unufual  energy — it  is  you  who 
urge  the  miferies  of  the  flaves  beyond  the  limit  of  human  en- 
durance— it  is  you  who  invigorate  deftrufiion,  and  accelerate 
the  fpeed  of  death. 

Thus  the  Britifti  Legiflature  will  be  expofed  to  the  painful 
refle&ion  of  having  aggravated  the  diftrefles  it  meant  to  alle- 
viate ;  and  of  having,  by  too  precipitate  a  benevolence,  aug- 
mented, while  it  hoped  to  have  diminiftied,  the  fum  of  human 
calamity.  Such,  I  am  afraid,  would  be  the  confequence  of  a 
fudden  abolition  of  the  traffic  in  flaves.  But  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, a  fliort  interval  mould  be  allowed  to  the  planters,  in 
Order  to  enable  them  to  provide  for  their  approaching  fituatidh, 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  fuch  laws  as  that  fityatjon  requires, 
would  foon  be  parted  by  the  Aflemblies  of  the  different  iflands. 
Effe&ual  proviflons  would  then  be  made  for  preferving  the  lives 
of  the  Africans  from  murder,  and  their  limbs  from  mutilation. 
,  The  females  would  then  be  prote&ed  from  compuifive  profti- 
.tution  ;  Yrom  the  miferies  of  lewdnefs,  combined  with  power. 
The  rights  of  marriage  would  then  be  given  to  the  negroes ; 
and  they  would  .at  length  be  allowed  to  participate  in  the  firft 
and  mod  gracious  command  of  their  Maker,  "  increafe  and 
multiply," 

•  Having  thus  contemplated  the  probable  difference  to  the 
Africans  of  the  Weft  Indies,  between  immediate  and  gradual, 
though  rapid  abolition  ;  let  us  next  confider  the  efFedt  it  is  like- 
ly to  produce  on  the  continent  of  Africa  itfelf.  On  this  part 
of  the  fubjeft,  one  obvious  confideration  will  occur  to  every 
mind,  and  that  is,  that  the  intercft  of  Africa  requires,  not 
merely  that  Britain  mould  relinquifh  the  trade,  but  that  the 
trade  itfelf  fhbuld  ceafe.  It  therefore  requires,  that  in  relin- 
quifhing  the  commerce,  the  meafures  adopted  may  be  fuch  as 
will  riot  expofe  bur Settlements  to  ruin,  or  the  empire  to  dan- 
gerous convulfions ;  for  if  thefe  fhould  prove  to  be  the  difaftrous 
rcfult,  the  effect  will  inevitably  be,  that  other  nations,  far  from 
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being,  as  the  noble  Lord  fuppofes,  invited  by  our  example, 
will  be  deterred  by  our  experience.  Renunciation  is  not  abo- 
lition. Thefirftmay,  perhaps,  beeffe&ed,  (yet  even  that  is 
a  dubious  opinion)  by  hafty  refolutions,  and  a  precipitate  law  ; 
but  the  laft  can  only  be  accompli  (hed  by  fuch  a  regard  to  our 
own  fafety,  as  may  prove  to  the  world,  that  the  ruin  of  their 
colonies  is  not  the  price  which  thofc  nations  muft  pay  who  de- 
termine to  relinquifli  their  commerce  in  the  human  vi&ims 
which  Africa  affords. 

A  right  honourable  gentleman  has  juftly  compared  the  con-, 
duft  of  the  nation  to  that  of  a  cruel  banditti,  accuftomed  to  the 
trade  of  plunder  and  of  death.  His  wifli  he  has  defcribed  to 
be,  that  we  may  no  longer  confent  to  pillage  and  to  kill  the 
traveller.  My  wifli  is,  that  in  relinquishing  the  crime,  we 
may  alfo  take  care  that  the  traveller  (hall*  c  fafe. 

Sir,  in  dating  thefe  fentiments,  I  have  not  forgotten  the 
manner  in  which  the  flaves  are  procured — I  have  not  forgotten 
that  whole  families  are  condemned  for  a  crime,  in  which  the 
proof  of  innocence  is  as  impoffible  as  the  proof  of  guilt ;  and 
in  which,  therefore,  accufation  is  convi&ion :  I  mean  the 
crime  of  witchcraft.  I  well  know  how  completely  this  traffic 
pollutes  the  very  fources  of  juftice ;  deftroys  that  fecurity  which 
conftitutes  the  chief  bleffing  of  life ;  excludes  all  confidence  ; 
disjoints  all  fociety ;  and  in  every  village,  and  in  every  houfe, 
impreffes  fufpicion  and  difmay.  Still  lefs  is  it  poflible  I  mould 
^banifh  from  my  remembrance  the  fituation  of  the  Africans  on 
board  the  (hips  which  convey  them  from  their  native  land.  I 
have  not  forgotten  the  iron  collars  on  their  necks  ;  the  fetters 
on  their  hands  ;  the  chains  and  bolts  upon  their  feet :  I  have 
not  forgotten  the  thumb-fcrews,  the  inftruments  of  torture, 
nor  the  machine  for  forcing  open  the  mouths  of  thofe  who,  in 
the  fteadfaft  purpofeof  defpair,  have  refufed  all  fuftenance,  de- 
termined to  feek,  by  the  mod  terrible  of  all  paflfages,  the  pro- 
te£Hon  of  the  grave.  Who  does  not.recolleft,  that  by  the  evi- 
dence which  the  flave  merchants  themfelves  have  given  at  your 
bar,  it  appears,  that  fuch,  on  board  an  African  vefTel,  is  the 
rate  of  mortality,  that  if  the  march  of  death  were  the  fame  in 
.  the  world  at  large,  the  whole  human  race  would  be  extin- 
guished in  fourteen  years  ;  and  the  earth  itfelf  be  converted  to 
one  vail  charnel  houfe.    Shew  me  a  crime  of  any  fort,  and  in 
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the  (lave  trade  I  will  ftew  you  that  crime  in  a  ftate  of  tenfold 
aggravation.    Give  me  an  inftance  of  guilt  atrocious  and  ab- 
horred, and  the  (lave  trade  will  exhibit  inftances  of  that  guilt, 
more  inveterate,  more  ftrongly  rooted  in  ill,  diffufmg  a  more 
malignant  poifon,  and  fpreading  a  deeper  horror.     All  other 
injufttce,  all.other /nodes  of  defolating  nature,  of  blading  the 
bappinefs  of  man,  and  defeating  the  purpofes  of  God,  lofe,  in 
comparifon  with  this,  their  very  name  and  charader  of  evil. 
Their  taint  is  too  mild  to  difguft,  their  deformity  is  too  flight 
to  offend.    The  (hrieks  of  fblitary  murder ;  what  are  they, 
when  compared  with  the  (bunds  of  horror  that  daily  and  nightly 
defcend  from  the  hatch- way  of  the  flave  Ibip !     I  have  heard  of 
the  cruelties  of  the  Inquifitions  of  Portugal  and  Spain  ;  but 
what  is  their  fcanty  account  of  blood,  when  compared  with 
that  fweep  of  death,  that  boundlefs  defolation,  which  accom- 
■  panies  the  negro  traffic !     Superftition  has  been  called  man's 
chief  deftroyer ;  but  Superftition  herfelf  is  lefs  obdurate,  lefi 
perfeveri  ng,  lefs  ftedfaft  in  her  cruelty,  than  this  cool,  reflcd- 
ing,  deliberate,  remorfelefs  commerce.     It  is  from  the  abhor- 
rence I  feel  of  this  murderous  traffic,  that  I  am  anxious,  be- 
yond what  language  can  exprefs,  that  in  renouncing  we  may 
alfo  aboliih.     If  by  meafures  which  zeal  may  applaud,  but 
Providence  mull  condemn,  calamities  which  are  ea(Uy  con- 
ceived, but  which  I  dare  not  ftate,  (hould  be  brought  upon 
our  (ettlements,  with  what  e(Fe£k,  with  what  pofEble  chance 
of  fuccefc,  (hall  we  adopt  the  juftly-applauded  propofal  of  ap- 
plying to  other  nations  for  their  concurrence  in  the  dereli&ion 
of  the  trade  ? 

Should  it  be  aflced,  from  what  period  I  would  propofe  that 
the  abolition  (hould  be  dated,  my  anfwcr  is,  (but  I  (peak  with 
hefitation)  an  interval  of  three  years  may,  perhaps,  on  the 
whole,  be  the  beft  fiuited  to  my  view  of  die  fubjeft.  Standing 
as  we  do  on  the  perilous  edge  of  an  untried  fituation,  I  (hall 
not  be  thought  to  have  deferted  the  caufe  of  humanity,  if,  en 
behalf  of  the  empire,  and  with  a  view  to  the  real  intft^efts  of 
the  Africans  themfelves,  I  folicit  this  fhort  interval,  fyr  the 
purpofe  of  enabling  the  Legislature  to  explore  and  provide 
againft  the  perils  of  the  change  to  which  they  are  haftening. 
Such  are  the  doubts  that  force  themfelves  on  my  judgement,  in 
defiance  of  my  feelings.    If  they  are  formed  «n  a  juft  copeep- 
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tion  of  the  tendency  of  the  meafure  propofed,  the  importance 
of  the  fubjeft  will  give  them  weight  with  the  Hbufe  ;  but  if> 
in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  they  (hall  be  found  to  have  no  fub- 
ftantial  exiftence,  I  fhall  think  the  hour  that  proves  them  chi- 
merical the  happieft  of  my  life. 

Col.  PHIPPS  faid,  that  if  gentlemen  confidered  the  flaVe 
trade  as  a  queftion  of  morality,  and  were  of  opinion,  that  by 
fuch  trade,  morality  was  violated,  they  ought  not,  according 
to  their  principles,  to  enter  into  any  compromife  about  the 
matter,  but  {hould  infift  upon  an  immediate  abolition.  It  was 
odd  enough  however,  to  fee  that  they  could  compromife  not  a 
little  with  their  morality  ;  for  when  they  could  not  effeft  that 
kind  of  abolition,  their  morality  was  fo  complaifant  as  to 
ftretch  itfelf,  in  order  to  accommodate  itfelf  to  the  views  of 
others  ;  and  thus  it  was  ready  to  confent  to  the  continuance 
for  three  years,  of  a  trade  which,  it  was  contended,  was  im- 
moral, cruel,  and  unjuft.  In  this  cafe,  it  was  evident  that 
gentlemen  were  not  influenced  fo  much  by  their  own  reafon, 
as  by  the  petitions  on  the  table ;  petitions,  which  he  would  not 
hefitate  to  call  ridiculous  and  contemptible.  He  did  not  mean 
to  arraign  the  right  of  the  fubjeft  to  petition  ;  but  he  confider- 
ed^ it  as  reftrained  to  thofe  who  had  an  intereft  in  the  thing 
which  was  the  fubjeft  matter  of  the  petition.  Was  this  the 
cafe  with  the  prefent  petitioners  ?  By  no  means :  many  knew 
not  what  they  flgned,  nor  were  capable  of  judging  in  a  cafe  of 
fo  much  importance.  Many  of  them  were  poor  ignorant  peo- 
ple ;  many  others  mere  fchool-boys,  and  almoft  alj  deluded  by 
perfons  who  went  about  in  fearch  of  fignatures.  Thefe  barely 
put  thefe  queftions  to  the  people.  As  freemen,  can  you  be 
friends  to  flavery  ?  As  Chriftians,  can  you  wilh  to  tolerate 
murder  ?  As  Engliflimen,  mud  you  not  wifh  for  the  abolition 
of  a  trade  which  is  attended  with  both  ?  The  anfwer  to  thefe 
fliort  queftions  was  fuch  as  was  expected  by  thofe  who  put 
them,  and  who  immediately  defired  thofe  who  thus  declared 
themfelves  enemies  to  flavery  and  to  murder,  to  fet  their  names 
to  a  petition  for  abolifhing  the  flave  trade. 

Thefe  deluded  people,  he  faid,  were  lhtle  aware  of  the  con- 
fequences  which  might  attend  their  fignatures  :  they  were  little 
aware  that  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  would  fubjeft  them 
to  taxes  for  railing  the  money  to  be  paid  as  a  compenfation  to 
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thofe  who  (hotild  be  injured  in  their  fortunes;  by  the  aboli- 
tion !  If  they  had  been  aware  df  this,  none  of  thefe  contemp- 
tible petitions  would  ever  have  found  their  way  into  that 
Houfe-  He  concluded,  by  faying,  that  he  would  vote  for  the 
original  motion,  and  againft  the  amendment. 

The  honourable  Mr.  Ryder  and  Mr.  R.  Thornton  rofe  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  RYDER  faid,  if  he  intruded  himfelf,  he  wifhed  to  ex- 
plain  the  reafon.  He  felt  it  particularly  incumbent  on  him  to 
fpeak  early,  not  becaufe  he  thought  he  could  advance  any  thing 
more  material  than  the  honourable  gentleman  who  rofe  at  the 
fame  time,  but  becaufe  he  was  in  a  fituation  which  he  hoped 
many  other  gentlemen  might  be  in,  namely,  that  of  feeling 
himfelf,  from  convi&ion,  impelled  to  a  recantation  of  thofe 
opinions  which  he  had  formerly  entertained,  and  fpoken,  and 
voted  upon.  He  confefled,  when  the  queftion  had  been  firft 
/brought  forward,  he  was  led  to  form  an  opinion  from  the  im- 
preffion  that  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  would  induce  the 
utter  ruin  and  deftru&ion  of  the  Weft-India  i  (lands,  ,arid  that 
had  urged  him  to  vote  againft  it ;  but  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther, in  confequence  of  what  he  had  fince  heard;  any  reafon 
would  in  future  induce  him  to  vote  otherwife  than  for  the  im- 
mediate and  total  abolition.  After  all  the  Houfe  had  heard, 
the  queftion  they  had  to  decide  upon,  in>  his  opinion,  was,  whe- 
ther in  confequence  of  the  rifk  of  incurring  a  little  inconveni- 
ence, and  a  little  cxpence,  they  were  to  continue  a  condemn- 
ed and  a  bloody  trade,  a  fingle  moment  longer  ?  For  his  own 
part,  he  was  ready  to  declare,  that  he  (hould  not  think  he  dis- 
charged his  duty,  unlefs  he  exerted  himfelf  upon  every  occa-  ^ 
fion  to  abolifli  it ;  by  putting  an  end  to  it  immediately,  the 
planters  would  be  compelled  by  abfolute  neceffity  to  treat  their 
Haves  with  care  and  tendernefs,  ,to  ufe  them  well,  and  preferve 
them,  to  have  the  benefit  of  their  work  as  foon  as  pofliblc,  as 
they  would  know  they  could  not  procure  others  at  their  deaths. 
Unfortunately,  in  this  queftion  they  were  compelled  to  confider 
the  negroes  as  animals.  By  fixing  no  definitive  period,  in  fa- 
vour of  which  an  argument  had  been  advanced  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  had  juft  delivered  his  fentiment$  on  the 
queftion,  no  abolition  would  be  come  to  at  -all,  and  the  bufinefs 
would  be  left  where  it  had  been  before  the  laft  decifion  of  the 


A.  1792*  .  DEBATES.  38J 

Houfe,  to  abolifh  itfelf.  With  refpeft  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Public  on  public  affairs,  Mr.  Ryder  faid,  he  was  one  of  thofe 
who  confidered  it  as  a  defirable  circurnftance  to  know  what  the 
opinion  of  the  Public  was.  It  ought,  generally  fpeaking,  to 
_  have  weight  in^  the  deliberations  of  Parliament.  At  the  fame 
time  he  really  believed  there  were  petitions  fometimes  figned 
by  perfons,  whofe  aim  was  to  overawe,  the  deliberations  of 
Parliament,  and  fuch  fhould  be  treated,  as  infinitely  more  dan- 
gerous, than  thofe  of  the  other  tiefcription.  But  he  nraft  con- 
tend that  every  perfon  in  the  kingdom  was  interefted  in  the 
queftion,  as  Englifhmen,-  as  freemen,  and  as  Chriftians. — • 
Should  the  prefent  amendment,  for  which  he  would  give  his 
vote,  not  be  fuccefsfully  maintained,  he  would  give  his  vote 
for  the  next  fhorteft  period  of  the  abolition,  in  doing  of  which 
he  ihould  not  confider  himfelf  guilty  of  compromifing  injuftice,- 
but  of  obtaining  fome  good,  when  he  Was  defeated  in  his  en- 
deavour to  obtain  the  greateft  good.  He  concluded  by  declar- 
ing his  hoftility  to  every  argument,  and  intereft  in  fupport  of 
the  trade,  being  in  no  degree  inclined  to  hold  a  balance,  with 
gold  in  one  fcale,  and  blood  in  the  other. 

Mr.  R.  THOkNTON  faid,  he  (hould  not  have  contefted 
the  ri^ht  of  fpeaking  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
(Mr.  Ryder)  who  according  to  his  opinion  had  made  fo  good  a 
recantation,  and  who  had  always  the  beft  claim  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Houfe,  but  for  the  circumftance  that  he  had  not 
been  able  to  deliver  his  fentiments  on  a  former  day  ;  he  was 
ready  on  moft  occafions  to  wave  his  privilege  of  fpeaking  in 
the  Houfe,  but  he  could  not  do  it  on  one  fo  important  as 
the  prefent.  He  did  not  wifli  to  differ  from  a  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Mornington)  who  had  early  delivered  his  fentiments  on 
th3t  fubjeft,  and  from  fome  other  honourable  gentlemen,  in 
giving  the  right  honourable  Secretary  of  State  full  credit  for  his 
good  intentions,  but  having  done  that,  he  mull  Jake  the  liberty 
of  examining  for  himfelf,  the  extent  to  which  the  propofitions 
of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  went.  It  had  been  propofed 
by  the  right  honourable  Secretary,  who  had  come  forward  as  a 
mediator  between  the  parties,  after  a  full  confeflion  of  the  enor- 
mities of  the  trade,  after  telling  the  Houfe  that  he  had  been 
long  fenfible  of  thofe  enormities,  after  declaring  that  he  would 
{lot  fend  even  convicts  to  the  iflands,  and  thereby  taking  avv^y 
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Ac  only  plaufible  rcafon  for  continuing  the  trade,  the  tight  ho- 
nourable Secretary,  after  thofe  declarations,  had  propofed  that 
they  fhould  willingly  imbrue  their  hands  in  innocent  blood, 
and  fufpend,  for  a  limited  period,  the  laws  of  juftice  and  hu- 
manity. For  his  part  he  did  not  know  how  they  could  commit 
murder  for  the  next  feven  years,  in.  a  more  comprchenfive  way 
than  by  giving  their  fan&ion  to  that  inhuman  traffic.  Law 
had  been  multiplied,  and  might  be  multiplied  again,  by  that 
fight  honourable  Secretary,  to  reconcile  it  with  the  principle* 
of  moderation  and  humanity  ;  but  he  muft  afk  how  a  man 
could  commit  murder,  according  to  the  rules  of  either  religion 
or  morality  ?  Could  one  man,  he  begged  to  know,  rob  an- 
other of  his  liberty  without  being  unjuft  ?  What  room,  theq, 
he  aiked,  was  there  to  talk  of  one  moment's  delay  in  abolifhing 
the  trade?  No  gentleman,  he  hoped,  would  think  of  arguing 
that  there  was  any  contraft  eftabliflied  between  the  Weft-In- 
dia planters  at  the  time,  and  Government,  or  the  public ;  a 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Mornington)  had  fo  ably  refuted  every  at 
iertibn  of  that  kind,  that  it  became  quite  unneceflary  for  him 
to  take  up  that  part  of  the  fubje£l.  He  defired  to  enter  his 
proteft  againft  continuing  for  one  moment  longer,  a  trade  which 
had  been  declared  to  be  unjuft.  Having  refted  the  queftiont 
as  he  conceived,  on  its  proper  foundation,  he  would  however 
addrefs  himielf  as  other  gentlemen  had  been  obliged  to  do,  a 
little  to  the  prejudices,  the  fears,  and  the  interefts  of  the  Houfe. 
Thofe  who  thought  that  fo  many  defcriptions  of  people  muft 
be  ruined  by  the  abolition,  would  find,  upon  farther  inquiry* 
that  opinion  to  be  erroneous  and  founded  merely,  on  miftakc. 
The  capital  of  the  London,  Briftol,  and  Liverpool  merchants, 
about,  which  the  gentlemen  reprefenting  thofe  places  had 
fpoken  fo  violently,  might  be  diverted  into  another  channel,  and 
new  fources  of  trade,  with  Africa  itfelf,  not  having  a  curfe  an- 
nexed to  them,  would  immediately  invite  the  commercial  in 
tcrcourfe  of  this  country.  But  with  refpeft  to  AfricI,  Ihe 
would  not,  he  obferved,  *  be  expe&ed  to  fet  up  an  infant-trade 
at  the  moment  they  were  ravaging  her  coafts,  carrying  off  her 
inhabitants,  and  fpreading  defolation  far  and  wide.  Were  that 
country  left  in  peace  and  fecurity,  (he  might  carry  on  with 
this  nation,  an  honourable  trade  ;  innumerable  articles,  fucfc 
a*  cotton,  rice,  wood,  indigo,  and  many  other  pcodu&ion» 
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too  numerous  \o  be  recolle&ed,  might  find  their  way  into  our 
own  market,  and  he  begged  no  one  would  prefume  to  fay  that 
men  could  not  work  in  their  own  climate,  and  under  their  na- 
tive fun,  on  whofe  labour  they  were  faid  to  depend  for  the 
fupport  of  their  Weft-India  iflands.  In  thofe  iflands  the  abo- 
lition would  prove  the  only  effe&ual  regulation  of  the  flaveiy 
that  muft  for  the  prefent  exift,  and  that  he  gave  as  an  anfwer 
to  an  honourable  gentleman"  (Mr.  Beaufoy)  who  had  ftattfd 
that  a  fudden  ab  lition  of  tjie  trade  would  operate  op  the  Afri- 
cans already  in  flavcry,  as  an  increafe  of  toil  artd  an  aggrava- 
tion of  their  fufferings.  He  contended  mat,  with  good  treat- 
ment, fufficient  food,  and  fome  reftraints,  which  morality 
might  di&ate,  a  fucceflion  in  the  iflands  could  not  but  be  kept 
up.  It  had  indeed  been  faid,  that  population  there  would  ds- 
creafe ;  without  fome  abufe  it  could  hot  decrease,  unlefs  i* 
iVere  an  exception  to  the  experience  of  every  Other  part  of  the 
habitable  world,  and  he  contended  that;  even  an  extended  cul- 
tivation of  the  lands  might  take  place,  though  that  had  not 
been  required  by  the  right  honourable  Secretary,,  yrho  had 
brought  forward  the  refolutions.  It  was  not  right,  he  fuppo- 
fed,  to  confider  all  the  refolutions  at  that  time,  a9  they  wetq^ 
not  regularly  before  the  Houfe,  but  he  could  not  help  thug 
early  declaring,  that  nothing  was  more  abfurdthan  to  think  of 
afcertaining  the  ages  of  the  Africans. 

He  had  an  opportunity,  Mr.  Thornton  faid,  of  feeing  the 
fon  of  King  Naimbanna,  who  was  lately  come  to  this  coun- 
try, and  he  obferved  it  was  a  fa<3,  that,  though  in  all  othe> 
refpe&s  intelligent,  he  could  not  afcertaih  his  own  age.— 
£The  African  Prince  wa9  in  the  gallery  at  the  time']. — He 
had  alfo  talked  with  feveral  other  people  -who  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  him  in  his  own  country,  and  he  could  never 
make  out  frtwtt  them  how  old  he  was.  If,  therefore,  the 
age  of  the  King's  fon  could  ncrt  be  afcertafned,  there  was  lit* 
tic  reafon  to  hope  that  the  ages  of  inferior  perfons  could  be 
known.  Mr,  Thornton  then  noticed  the  affertionF  that  th* 
planters  and  merchants  would  run  the  rifle  of  lofing  part  of 
their  property ;  he  maintained  that  they  would  lofe  none  ; 
but,  according  to  the  opinion  of  other  gentlemen*  they  would 
lofe  only  part  of  that  property,  which*  though  he  blamed  no 
individual,     had  been  Very   unjuftly  and  unfairly  obtained, 
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.  Contrary  to  the  rights  of  human  nature,  and  in  a  manner  that 
had  coft  much  of  the  blood  of  their  fellow-creatures.  It  had, 
he  remarked,  been  afked  on  that  day,  who  would  come  for- 

.  ward  and  grant  a  compensation  ?  He  was  ready  at  a  proper 
time,    to  come  forward  and  inquire  fully  into  the  claims  of 

.thofe  whodefired  to  be  compenfated  ;   but,  he  argued,  that 

.  they  were  firft  to  do  right  to  the  Africans,  and  then  inquire 

•  whether  the  African  merchants,  the  ceded  iflands,  or  any 
.  orher  parties,  were  likely  to  be  injured. 

The  people  of  England;    he  obferved,    were  called  a 

humane  fet  of  people,  that  liberty  was  the  boaft  of  our 

ifland,  artd  that  no  Africaii  was  landed  on  our  foil,  who 

did  not  inftantly  become  free.  They  were  guilty,  he  faid, 

-of  a  contradiction,   ,as  long  as  they  fent  thofe  miferable 

-wretches  elfewhere  into  flavery  j  they  were  governed  by 

•  a  felfifh  principle  ;  they  could  fend  thbfe  wretches  out  of 
their  fight  to  be  vilified  and  difgraced,  but  they  did  not 

'themfelves  like  to  witnefs  their  crimes,  their  tears,  and  all 
their  degradation.     He  had  learned  an  old  motto,  §>ui 

"factt  per  alium,  facit  per fe ;  but  he  truffed  the  dawning  of 
^the  day  of  deliverance  was  at  hand  to  that  degraded  and 
infulted  people,  and  that  they  fhould  not  any  longer  ftain 
with  blood  the  national  honour ;  and  he  called  upon  the 
Houfe  immediately  to  yield  to  the  claims  of  mercy,  for 
death,  he  faid,  might  put  an  end  to  all  future  projects, 
and  their  infatiable  avarice  or  wicked  policy  might  facri- 
fice  thoufands  and  thoufands,  who  would  rife  up  in  judge- 
ment againft  them*  and  they  might  never  fee  the  time  at 
which  their  mercy  was  to  begin.  Let  the  Houfe  then, 
he  faid,  fecure  to  themfelves  the  glory  and  privilege  of 
bringing  back  to  the  ftate  of  men,  a  fet  of  people  degraded 
fo  low,  as  to  raife  a  doubt  whether  they  were  of  the  fame 
fp'ecies  with  themfelves,  and  one  noble  Lord  (Lord  Shef- 
field) on  that  night  had  even  fuppofed  it  would  be  ac- 
counted unlawful  for  the  Advocates  of  the  abolition  to 
kill  beafts  for  food,  ftill  likening  the  negroes  to  the  brute 
Creation,  and  arguing  that  they  mull  not  kill  beafts  if 
they  would  not  kill  men  !    So  hard  was  it,  he  obferved, 
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for  the  noble  Lord  to  get  rid  of  prejudices  which  he  had 
been  ufed  to  entertain.     Mr.  Thornton  next  adverted  to 
what  had  been  faid  by  Colonel  Phipps,  refpe&ing  the  pe- 
titions :    it  was,  he  declared,  trifling  with  the  Houfe  to 
talk  of  their  being  figned  by  fchool-boys,    and  fchool- 
iruifters,  and  fo  to  adopt  the  ridicule  of  another  honour- 
able gentleman,    who  correfporided  with  fchool-boys  up  - 
and  down  the  country.     He  entreated  the  honourable 
gentlemen  not  to  infult  the  people  of  Great  Britain  unit-' 
«d  together  in  one  common  caufe,  nor  to  mock  thofe  who 
had  fent  them  into  the  Houfe.  It  had,  he  obferved,  been 
intimated,  that  the  petitions  had  been  obtained  by  a  few. 
individuals.     What  individuals  could  rowfe  the  indigna- 
tion of  a  whole  country  ?   Towns  of  greater  and  of  lefler * 
note  had  fent  in  their  petitions.  .  It  required  no  particu- 
lar education,  he  remarked,    nor  was  it  confined  to  any 
particular  order  of  men,  to  comprehend  the  miferies  of  the 
African  flave  trade,    or  to  he  convinced  of  its  injuftice; 
the  peafant  and  the  mechannic,    and  the  fchool-boy  alfo 
could  judge  of  its  confequences,    as  well  as  the  moil  en- 
lightened charadters  in  the  Houfe.     He  had  the  honour, 
he  faid,  of  prefenting  a  petition  from  the  borough  he  re- 
prefented    (Colchefter)  and  the  .numerous  body  of  his 
conftituents,  almoil  to  a  man,  implored  the  Houfe  to  put 
an  end  to  this  trade  in  human  wretchednefs.     No  regula- 
tions, he  faid,  would  remedy  the  evils  they  were  bound 
to  look  to.     He  muft  even  fay,  he  dreaded  the  regulations 
propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  he  dreaded 
them  becaufe  they  might  do  fome  fmall  temporary  good, 
pn  which  account  the  gentlemen  in  the**  Weft  India  inte- 
reft  might  hereafter  take  oocafion  to  petition  Parliament 
not  to  abolifh  the  trade.  They  might  contend  that  the  evils 
of  the  trade  had  been  corre&ed,  and  might  poffibly  make 
out  a  better  cafe  at  the  end  of  the  term,  than  they  could 
at  prefent.     He  declared  he  did  not  think  the  Houfe  had 
any  fecurity  that  the  abolition  of  the  trade  would  ever 
take  place.     Mr.  Thornton  concluded  with  faying,  ric 

could  not  bear  to  look  forward  to  the  abolition  of  the 
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flavc  trade  att  any  diHan*  period,  fince  he  much  feared 
that  greater  cruelties  would,  .in  the.  mean  time  b*  pra&t- 
fed,  than  had  hitherto  been  committed,  and  that  every 
evil  of  which  the  traffic  wqs  productive,  would  be  carried 
to'a  greater  excefs;  having^  however,  no  better  alterna- 
te, he  fliould  vote  for  the  ihorter  period,  propofed  by 
the  noble  Lord  who  made  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ESTWICKE  condemned,  as  difrefpeftful  to  the 
Committee,  the  prefent  attempt,  by  a  fide  wind,  to  get  rid 
of  the  decifion  that  had  been  already  made  on  this  fubjeft  ;  a 
decifion  as  folemn  as  any  that  had  ever  taken  place  in  either 
Houfe  of  Parliament ;  a  decifion  to  which,  vby  a  call  of  the 
Houfe,  every  Member  had  been  fummoned,  and  which  was 
carded,  after  the  m'it  mature  deliberation. 

The  Committee  rejected  the  proportion  for  an  immedi- 
ate abolition,  and  refolved  that  it  mould  be  gradual ;  and 
yet  the  noble  Lord  had  this  day  brought  the  fame  point  un- 
der di'fcuflion  again,  and  if  his  amendment  fhould  be  car- 
ried, it  would  have  the  effefl  of  rendering  the  abolition  im- 
rnediate,  which  the  Committee  had  formerly  refolved  fhould 
be  gradual.  This  queftion  ought,  once  for  all,  to  be  laid  at 
reft :  to  keep  it  alive,  year  after  year,  could  nQt  be  attended 
wirh  any  good  canftquences,.  but  might  be  produ&ive  of 
jmrch  mifthief.  The  petitions  on  the  table  were  urged  as 
reafonsfor  the  abolition  ;  but  fuch  reafons  might  be  carried 
too  far  ;  for  if  it  was  argued  that  the  voice  of  the  people 
ought  to  prevail,  and  that  Parliament  ought  to  do  Whatever 
k  wa$  required  by  numerous  bodies  of  petitioners  to  do, 
tten  the  deliberative  faculty  of  Parliament  muft  be  deftroyed  j 
for  it  muft  attend  to  the  demands  of  the  people,  not  for  the 
purpofc  of  weighing  them,  but,  for  that  of  granting  them 
without  any  confutation  or  deliberation  at  all.  He  coin 
eluded  with  faying,  that  adhering  to  the  fpirit  of  the  vote, 
which  the  Committee  had  once  already  given  on  *his  fubr 
jeft,  he  would  vote  for  the  original  motion,  and    confe- 

fluently  againft  the  amendment.  " 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  although,  Sir,  after  the  clofeat: 
lotion  which  for  fc>me  years  paft  I  have  beftow^jj tpn  thif 
ip^ft^or^qtJfubjca,  I  think  I  ha ve  at Um<^  a  competent 


A.  179**  DEBATES*  3% 

knowledge  of  its  various  branches;   yet,  countering  boar 
fully,  with  how  much  eloquence  and  ability,  it  has  boen  al- 
ready treated  by  gentlemen  of  the  firft  talents  in  this  king- 
dom, {"feel  that  it  would  be  unpardonable  in  me  to  *9&r 
the  time  of  the  Committee  by  entering  again  on  fo  wide  a 
field  ;  but,  Sir,  as  I  cannot  excufe  myfelf  from  once  mors 
delivering  my  fentiments  on  a  matter  which  of  all  public 
qbjeds  lies  neareft  to  my  heart,  I  hope  the  Committee  wilt 
afford  me  their  attention  .while  I  take  a  view  of  the  queiiion 
*5  Shortly  as  poflible,  in  the  very  narrow  groundinto  which 
it  appears  to  me  to  be  now  reduced.     Before  I  enter,  how- 
over,  on  the  fuhjeft  itfelf,  I  feel  myfelf  compelled  to  fay  a 
few  words  on  the  petitions  which  are  before  the  Houfe,  an£ 
flie  manner,  the  very  injurious  and  improper  manner,  as  I 
think,  in  which  fome  gentlemen  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
mentioning  them*     Sir,  refpedtiftg  the  petitions  there  ana 
two  questions ;    the  mode  in  which,  to  ufe  the  phrafe  of* 
ether  gentlemen,  they  have  been  obtained;  and  the  regard 
which  is  due  to  petition*  in  general,  fuppofing  them  to  be 
genuine  expreffions  of  the  public  opinion.     As  to  the  firft 
point,  the  objections  which  gentlemen  with  all  their  induf* 
try  have  been  able  to  muftef,  are  too  few,  too  unimportant,  * 
and  too  unfupported,  to  require  any  particular  reply  }  but 
Were  they  more  numerous  and  fully  proved,  certainly  in  a 
cafe  like  this  I  ihould  not  feel  myfelf  bound  to  defend  every 
ctrcumftance  relating  to  each  petition,   or  to  argue  that 
among  fo  great  a  number,   no  irregularities  may  .have  oc- 
curred from  the  zeal  of  any  individuals :  hut,  Sir,  on  this 
bead,  a*  well  4s.  others,  the  caufe  is  abundantly  ftrong  for 
}ts  own.fupport,  and  needs  no  aid  of  mine.    Let  gentlemen 
hut  look  to  the  pile  on  our  taUe ;  let  themobferve  by  what 
multitude*  they  are  figned,  how  refpeclable  are  the  places 
from  whence^  the.y  have  been  fen t;  not  merely  villages  or 
country  towns,  as  one  honourable  gentleman  has  infinuated, 
but  alfo  from  the  moft  rich  ^nd  populous  manufacturing  an4 
£on>merqal  cities  in  the  kingdom,  *  (thofe  two  which  are  di- 
J*&ly  engaged  in  the  trade  alone  excepted)  from  the  metro- 
polis itfelf,    nc*withiiaitfipg  every  effort  which  could  jbp 
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wfed  to  prevent  it ;  let  gentlemen,  I  fay,  advert  to  thefe 
circumftance?,  and  then  perfuade  themfelves,  if  it  be  pof- 
£ble,  that  the  mere  efforts  of  any  fociety,  (and  how  much 
lefs  of  any  itinerant  individuals,)  could  have  produced  fuch 
an  effect  throughout  this  whole  kiogdom.  I  fay,  Sir,  the 
whole  kingdom  ;  for,  though  the -concurrence  of  fentiment 
is  undoubtedly  very  general  in  the  fouthern  part  of  this* 
ifland,  it  is  yet  nothing  to  that  perfect  unanimity  which 
prevails  on  the  fubject  among  our  brethren  in  the  north.  In 
Scotland,  one  mind  pervades  the  whole  country ;  and  I  am 
lure  that  were  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas) 
as  thoroughly  convinced  of  this  fact  as  I  am  (a  conviction 
which  a  very  ihort  vifit  might  produce)  he  would  fee  no 
reafon  to  treat  with  any  degree  of  levity  the  opinions  of  his 
countrymen  on  this  fubject.  Sir,  the  fact  undoubtedly  is, 
that  the  public  being  now  acquainted  with  the  real  nature 
of  that  traffic  which  we  feek  to  deftroy,  is  equally  zealous 
with  ourfelves  for  its  entire  deftruction;  convinced  by  the 
lefult  of  thofe  long  and  laborious  iftveftigations,  on  the  de- 
tails of  which  I  have  already  declined  to  enter,  but  on  my 
ft  are  in  which  I  never  reflect  but  with  fincere  pleafure,  be- 
caufe,  as  was  fo  forcibly  ftated  by  a  noble  Lord  (Morn- 
ington)  they  have  fo  completely  anfwered  their  purpofe; 
convinced,  I  fay,  Sir,  by  the  information  which  has  been 
laid  before  them  on  the  fubject,  the  country  has  already  de- 
termined that  the  flave  trade  fhall  be  deftroyed  ;  and,  what- 
ever may  be  urged  to  the  contrary,  this  fubject  is  undoubt- 
edly one  on  which  any  man,  with  the  common  feelings  and 
common  underftanding  of  a  man,  is  as  competent  to  form 
a  judgement  as  the  greateft  politician  in  this  Houfe.  And 
this  leads  to  the  nekt  point,  what  is  the  regard  which  repre- 
fentativesare  bound  to  pay  to  the  acknowledged  fentiments 
of  their  conilituents  ?  And  here,  Sir,  I  own  I  think  it  the 
fafeft  and  the  wifeft  doctrine,  and  rrioft  conformable  to  the 
conffitution  of  this  Houfe  as  a  deliberative  aflembly,  that 
on  all  matters  of  general  and  national  concern,  each  Mem- 
ber fhould  Hold  himfelf  bound  to  decide  only  as  the  dictates 
of  his  own  judgement  and  confcience  fhall  direct  after  the 
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jdifcuffion  of  the  affair,  paying,  however,  all  due  refpefit  to 
the  advice  of  his  conflituents,  and  recolle&ing  that  if  he 
.  takes  the  liberty  of  judging  for  himfelf,    he  has  no  right 
whatfoever  to  complain  if  they,  on  finding  great  diffimila- 
rity  of  opinion,  think  fit,  on  any  other  occafion,  to  feek 
.  for  a  reprefentative,  of  fentiments  more  congenial  to  their 
.  own*     I  fhould  perhaps  applaud,  Sir,  the  fortitude  of  the 
man  who,  on  found  and  juft  principles,-  and  on  great  occa- 
iions,  fhould  voluntarily  incur  fuch  a  rifk  ;  but  if  I  could 
fuppofe  that  there  were  within  thefe  walls  a  fingle  gentle- 
.  roan  who  ftood  indebted  for  his  fear  to  himfelf  alone,  and 
while  he  pretended  to  reprefent  the  people  of  England,  was 
in  fadt  only  his  own  reprefentative,    I  own,  Sir,  I  fhould 
not  be  able  to  perceive  any  great  magnanimity  in  flighting 
the  requefts  of  his  nominal  conflituents  ;    I  acknowledge* 
.  Sir,  that  I  could  never  difcover  a  very  fuperior  degree  of 
courage  in  braving  no  danger.     And  now;  Sir,  though  I  am 
far  from  intending  to  difcufs  minutely  the  propofitions  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,   I  mud  beg  to  be  indulged 
in  making  on  them  one  remark—- that  whatever  I  may  think 
of  his  propofal  for  the  farther  continuance  of  this  trade,  in 
whatever  light  I  may  regard  his  fcheme  for  purchafing  ne- 
groes at  certain  ages  only,  without  the  bare  poffibility  of 
afcertaining  their  ages  at  all,  or  of  taking  only  one  defcrip- 
tion  of  perfons,  where  it  is  the  very  foundation  ftone  of  the 
trade,  and  almoft  infeparable  from  its  very  nature,  to  accept 
all  that  are  offered ;  yet,  Sir,  I  muft  acknowledge  that  there 
is  certainly  a  mofl  happy  congruity  between  his  means  and 
his  end.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  proves  and  ac- 
knowledges himfelf,  that  the  old  Englifh  iflandshave  pra£U- 
cally  confefled  they  are  not  in  want  of  more  flaves  to  keep 
up  their  prefent  cultivation  ;  he  has  brought  forward  and 
admitted  accounts,  from  which  I  could,  and  lam  fure  an- 
other right  honourable  gentleman  will  to  convidlion,  prove, 
that  Jamaica  is,  if  poflible,  in  flill  iefs  neceffity  than  they. 
He  profefles  not  to  allow  of  importation  for  the  fake  of 
breaking  up  new  lands,  and  he  admits  that  the  ceded  iflands 
form  a  qafe  by  themfelves,  which  may  probably  be  intitled 


39*  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  179*. 

to  a  diftinft  confidefatibn,  perhaps  to  compenfation  ;  from 
air  which  I  fliould  infer,  and  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  do  fo  too, 
that  no  neceffity  exifts  for  retaining  the  trade  at  all.  The 
rrght  honourable  gentleman,  one  would  imagine,  concurred 
alfo  in  this  opinion;  for,  though  be  feems  defiroas  of  con- 
tinuing fome  importation  for  a  few  years  longer,  yet  as  he 
has  proved  that  there  exifts  no  occafion  for  any  farther  fup- 
ply,  fo  he  propofes  to  derive  that  fupply  from  a  clafs  of  men 
who  do  not  exift;  I  fay,  do  not  exift,  for  I  defy  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  to  produce,  from  the  whole  body  of 
teftimony  on  the  table,  as  much  evidence  of  trie  exiftence 
of  a  race  of  men  in  Africa  actually  bred  for  fale,  as  would 
be  fuficient  in  this  country  to  diflodge  a  beggar  from  his 
ftknd,  or  a  gypfey  from  her  hedge;  and  yet  on  ftfeb  flight 
and  random  aflfertions  does  the  honourable  gentleman  prbpofe 
to  drag  away  from  their  native  country  for  years  to  come 
thoufands  of  our  fellow- creatures,  again  (I  whom  not  even 
the  pretence  or  ftiadow  of  a  crime  is  alledged  ;  thus  trans- 
ferring to  acknowledged  innocence  what  has  hitherto"  been 
chiefly  defended  as  the  punifhment  of  guilt,  and  deftroymg 
the  only  plaufible  pietext  which  has  yet  been  left  to  the  ad- 
vocates of  this  abominable  fyftem.  I  will  here,  Sir,  leave 
the  propofitions,  becaufe  I  cannot  difcover  in  them  any 
thing  elfe  which  materially  changes  the  ground  of  argu- 
ttent,  or  which  ought  to  perfuade  thofe  Who  on  genenfl 
principles  deteft  fhis-whole  bufinefs,  to  permit  its  continu- 
ance for  one  fingle  hour ;  and  feeing  that  the  whole  matter 
is  now  brought  into  the  narrow  queftion  between  immedi- 
ate arid  gradual  abolition,  1  (hall  confine  myfelf  entirely  to 
Fome  remarks  on  the  arguments  which  have  been  adduced 
for  the  tatter,  arid  which  I  think  may  be  reduced  to  two.— 
Humanity  towards  Africa,  and  juftice  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
Sir,  as  the  idea  of  continuing  this  trade  for  the  lake  of  hu- 
inanity  would  have  been  in  every  pofllble  combination,  the 
tery  lad  which  would  have  entered  my  mind,  as  I  think  it 
the  topmaft  ftep  in  that  climax  of  paradoxes,  to  which  the 
defence  of  what  is  indefenfible  has  given  birth.  I  confefs  I 
fliould  have  much  Wondered,  that  any  of  the  able  advocates 
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of  this  traffic,  fhould  have  fele&ed  fuch  a  ftation  of  defence,  if 
I  had  not  obferved,  that  this  miferable  bufinefs  has  had  as  fatal 
an  efFeS  in  perverting  the  reafon  and  underftanding  of  the  wife, 
as  in  deftroying  the  principles  and  morals  of  the  ignorant.  In- 
ftances  of  this,  Sir,  are  perpetual.  Famines  have  been  faid  to 
be  prevalent  in  Africa,  although  the  country  be  both  extend ve 
and  fertile.  What  remedy  is  propofed — What  preventive  mea- 
fures  are  fuggefted  ?  Better  modes  of  agriculture  doubtlefs,  arid 
increafe  of  induftry.  '  Alas!  Sir,  no  fuch  thing — inftead  of  cul- 
tivating the  mind  or  invigorating  the  hands,  nothing  is  thought 
of  but  to  carry  off  the  mouths.  Depopulate  the  country,  that  its 
inhabitants  may  not  be  ftarved.  Other  perfons,  Sir,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  that  conceflion  which  we  are  compelled  to  make, 
and  to  lament  the  exiftence  of  more  natural  evil  than  our 
utmoft  efforts  can  eradicate,  deduce  from  it,  what  inference  ? 
That  it  is  permitted  by  the  great  and  wife  arbiter  of  human  af- 
fairs, as  a  field  for  the  exercife  of  virtue  ?  to  produce  patience 
and  fortitude  in  the  fufferer,  to  excite  companionate  fympathy 
andaftive  benevolence  in  thofe  who  have  the  ability  to  relieve  ? 
Not  one  fuch  idea  enters  their  minds. 

Their  argument  leads  to  the  direft  conclufion  that  it  is  per- 
mitted for  its  own  fake,,  and  they  who  endeavour  to  alleviate 
the  miferies  of  mankind  are  wild  fc&aries,  abfurd  fanatics, 
raving  enthufiafts,  who  know  nothing  of  life  in  comparifon 
with  their  wife,  cool,  humane  antagonifts,  who  as  thefe  mife- 
ries prefs  not  on  themfelves,  are  too  prudent  to  attempt  the  ap- 
plication of  vifionary  remedies  to  necefTary  evils,  and  too  pious 
and  refigned  to  the  will  of  Heaven  to  attempt  difturbing  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  providence. — I  owrt,  Sir,  I  have  never 
thought  fuch  refle&ions  worthy  of  any  ferious  anfwer — and  I 
fhall  ever  be  perfeftly  willing  to  rank  with  fuch  feftaries  as  my 
honourable  friend ;  fuch  fanatics  as  the  right  honourable  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer ;  fuch  enthufiafts  as  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe,  (Mr.  Fox  J 
without  apprehending  any  great  danger  from  fuch  attacks  on 
my  underftanding  or  reputation*  Again,  Sir,  with  refpeft  to 
teftirriony. — In  ordinary  cafes,  in  common  cafes,  we  naturally 
give  the  preference  to  that  which  beft  agrees  with  rational  the- 
ory, and  where  the  witnefs  appears  leaft  interefted ;  and  if 
both  thefe  circumftances  be  combined,    we  do  not  hefitats 
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which  to  prefer  ;  but  in  this  African  bufinefs,  we  are  required 
by  its  fupporters,  in  defiance  of  every  antecedent  probability, 
confirmed  by  impartial  evidence,  to  give  credit  to  the  random 
and  vague  affertions  of  flave  buyers  and  flave  carriers,  of  things 
almoft  impofiible — that  in  Africa,  caufes  will  not  produce  their 
natural  effedts — that  avarice  will  not  yield  to  the  offers  of  ad* 
Vantage,  *nor  crimes  multiply  in  proportion  to  the  frequency 
and  ftrength  of  temptation,  and  all  this  too  when  the  very  wit- 
nefles  contradift  each  other.  Do  perfons  even  on  their  own 
fide  defcribe  the.  ftate  of  (laves  to  be  fcarcely  diftinguifhable 
from  that  of  their  matters — do  they  reprefent  them  as  naturally 
indolent,  yet  living  in  tolerable  plenty  as  attached  to  their  na- 
tive foil,  and  quitting  it  almoft  with  defperation.  We  are  yet 
told  their  happinefs  is  increafed  by  being  torn  from  it,  and 
compelled  to  hard  labour  for  the  benefit  of  Grangers,  in  a  fo- 
reign land — and  then,  Sir,  we  and  they  arc  farther  infulted,  by 
being  allured  that  their  moral  chara&er  is  improved,  and  their 
rank  in  the  fcale  of  beings  raifed  by  this  induflry  fo  forced 
upon  them  by  the  terrors  of  the  lafli.  Though  the  accounts  on 
the  table  prove,  in  direft  contradiction  to  the  hypothefis  of  an 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Jenkinfon,)  that  even  (ince  all  our 
regulations,  one  tenth  die  on  the  paflage,  and  one  third  of  the 
lefs  happy  remain  within  three  years,  gentlemen  would  at- 
tempt to  perfuade  us  that  this  quadruple  decimation,  this  fa- 
crifice  of  forty  in  every  hundred,  is  no  punifliment  to  them, 
and  that  though  under  our  management,  near  or  quite  half  of 
thefe  poor  wretches  die  miferable  in  fo  ftiort  a  period — it  is  yet 
dping  them  a  favour  to  bring  them  from  Africa !  Sir,  when 
all  thefe  particulars  are  maintained,  I  can  no  longer  be  fur- 
prifed  at  the  ufe  of  the  general  plea  of  humanity.  But  let  all 
the  extravagances  what  have  been  aflerted  of  that  country,  to 
maintain  this  plea,  be  allowed — to  what  caufe  is  all  this  mifery 
to  be  afcribed  ?  Let  Mr.  Edwards,  while  he  aflerts  the  fafis, 
aflign  the  reafon  too.  His  teftimony  at  leaft  is  not  to  be  fuf- 
peflcd  of  partiality  to  our  caufe.  He  at  leaft  has  not  been 
bribed  by  the  fociety  in  the  Old  Jury,  to  fupport  every  tittle  of 
their  evidence,  refpe&ing  the  effects  of  the  flave  trade  in  Africa, 
and  to  deprive  the  planters  of  all  pretence  for  denying  thofe  ef- 
fects. Says  Mr.  Edwards  in  his  fpeech  to  the  Jamaica  Affem- 
fetyj  "Mr.  Wilberforce  has  been  very  rightly  informed  as  to 


A.  1792.  DEBATES/  395 

"  the  manner  in  which  (laves  are  generally  procured ;  the  ih- 
*«  telligence  I  have  colle&ed  from  my  own  negroes,  abundantly 
u  confirms  his  account ;  and  I  have  not  the  fmalleft  doubt, 
4<  that  in  Africa,  the  effefts  of  this  trade  are  precifely  as  he 
**  reprefents  them."  Sir,  the  whole  of  that  immenfe  conti- 
nent is  a  field  of  warfare  arid  defolation  ;  a  wildernefsin  which 
the  inhabitants  are  wolves  towards  each  other.  That  this 
fcene  of  oppreflion,  fraud,  treachery  and  blood,  if  not  origi- 
nally occafioned,  is  in  part,  I  will  not  fay  wholly,  upheld  by 
the  flave  trade,  I  dare  not  difpute.  Every  man  in  the  fugar 
iflands  may  be  convinced,  that  it  is,  who  will  inquire  of  any 
African  negroes  on  their  firft  arrival,  concerning  the  cjrcum- 
ftance  of  their  captivity.  The  aflertion  that  a  great  many  of 
thefe  are  criminals  and  convicts  is  mockery  and  infult. 

Now,  Sir,  after  this  ever  memorable  conceffion  of,  perhaps, 
the  ableft  champion  who  has  ever  entered  the  lifts  in  favour  of 
this  bufmefs,  is  it  not  the  very  height  of  abfurdity  to  pretend 
-to  maintain  fuch  a  fyftem  for  humanity's  fake  ?  Afluredly,  Sir, 
lye  ought  to  have  commenced  this  controverfy  by  a  definition  of 
terms ;  it  is  impoflible  that  we  and  our  adversaries  can  affix 
the  fame  ideas  to  the  words  humanity  and  civilization  ?  Is  hu- 
manity gratified  by  fuch  pra&ices  as  Mr.  Edwards  admits  ?  Is 
civilization  to  be  accelerated  by  perfifting  in  a  fyftem  which 
upholds  oppreflion,  fraud,  &c.  ?  Are  men  civilized  by  render- 
ing them  wolves  to  each  other  ?  Are  the  interefts  of  humanity 
to  be  advanced,  by  keeping  a  whole  continent  in  a  ftate  of  war- 
Care  and  defolation  ?  How,  Sir,  can  we  fuffer  our  reafon  to  be 
ififuked  by  fuch  pretences  as  thefe. 

But,  Sir,  gentlemen  fay  that  Africa  having  been  loftg  in 
theft  habits,  we  muft  keep  up  our  intercourfe,  to  wean  her 
from  them.  What,  Sir,  jcan^we  keep  up  no  intercourfe  but 
this  ?  Are  we  then  reduced  fo  low,  that  having  for  fo  many 
years  maintained  on  that  unhappy  coaft,  a  number  of  prifons 
called  forts  for  the  purpofe  of  fupporttng  this  accurfed  fyftem, 
we  muft  now  inftantly  abandon  them,  if  it  is  to  be  abandoned? 
No  furely,  Sir,  let  us  not  deny  to  ourfelves,  and  to  the  coun- 
try, the  pleafure  of  retaining  them  fomewhat  longer  for  a  dif- 
ferent end.  Where  the  bloody  flag  of  rapine  has'fo  long  been 
hoifted,  let  us  now  hafte  to  difplay  the  ftandard  of  induftry, 
the  olive  branch  of  peace.    Let  us  henceforth  ufe  thsfe  ftromg 
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holds  of  oppreflion,  to  aflift  in,  corre&ing  thofe  habits  of  vio- 
lence which  we  have  encouraged,  in  fome  degree  to  compen* 
fate  to  the  natives  for  the  innumerable  miferies  which  our  in- 
tercqorfe  with  them  has  occafioned ;  till  by  this  happy  mefa- 
rriorphofis,  it  (hall  come  to  be  faid  of  each  of  thefe  inftruments 
$f  tyranny,  as  it  once  was  of  the  fpear  of  Romulus,  when  plant- 
ed on  the  Palatine  Hill, 

"  Etjam  non  tehffiy  fed  vlfu  mbUis  arbor \ 
"  Non  expeftatas  dabit  anhelantibus  umbras. 

But,  Sir,  laying  afide  all  thefe  arguments,  fuppofing  it  cveA 
to  be  out  of  our  power  to  do  any  thing  immediately  to  correft 
the  ftate  of  Africa ;  if  gentlemen  are  really  fincere  in  their  plea 
of  humanity,  if  their  only  fear  be  truly  of  the  immenfe  (laugh- 
ter which  our  dereli&ion  of  the  trade  may  occafion  on  the 
coaft,  let  me  yet  for  a  few  moments  requeft  their  attention 
to  one  other  confideration.  The  moil  fanguine  advocate  fof 
African  barbarity  will  hardly  contend,  that  all  or  even  any  very 
large  portion  of  thofe  now  offered  to  the  Guinea  (hips,  would 
be  put  to  death  if  not  fold.  Let  them  ferioufly  reflect  that  of 
the  80,000  nearly  which  are  now  carried  off  by  Europeans, 
aeara  tenth  die  in  the  piafTage,  and  that  within  three  years, 
about  thirty  thoufand  of  the  number  are  miferar^ly  fwept  out  of 
exiftence*  Now  Sir,  I  will  take  on  me  to  defy  the  whole  hoft 
of  my  antagonifts  to  perfuade,  not  the  country,  not  the  Houfe, 
but  even  tfremfelyes,  that  with  all  their  fuppofed  maffacres, 
their  imagined  facrifices,  their  ftoried  famines,  and  their  real 
executions,  a  number  in  any  degree  comparable  to  this,  would 
fce  deftroyed  in  the  firft,  or  even  in  the  ten  years,  to  fay  nothing 
of  the  benefit  and  fecurity  which  wbuld  immediately  begin  to 
dawn  in  the  Country,  and  farther  if,  as  they  confidently  aflert, 
pur  dereli&ion  would  not  entirely  abolifti  the  trade — if  other 
Jlatioas  would  (till  perfift,  though  immediate  here,  it  would 
with  refpeft  to  Africa  be  gradual,  and  there  would  doubtlefs 
remain  a  fufficient  demand,  to  prevent  all  chance  of  rnaffa- 
crfes,  by  Carrying  off  all  fuch  as  would  otherwife  be  in  danger 
of  death. 

Having  thus,  I  hope  pretty  clearly,  expofed  the  futility  of 
Ihepfeaof  humanity  to:  Africa,  fet  up,  as  I  confefs  I  think 
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it  has  been,  in  utter  defiance  of  common  underftanding,  I  wiU 
conclude  with  confidering  very  fhortly  the  cafe  of  the  Weft 
Indies  ^  and  here,  Sir,  notwithstanding  it  has  been  proved  irre- 
fragably  to  my  conception  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman* 
that  their  interefts,  to  far  from  oppofing,  absolutely  demand  the 
abolition ;  that  in  every  care  and  tendernefs  to  them,  we  flioul! 
not  delay  to  pafs  this  vote,  yet,  Sir,  I  will  wave  this  advantage, 
and  allow  that  by  fome  individuals  among  them,  at  leaft,  a  de- 
gree of  injury  may  be  fuftained — it  may  be  well  afked  firft, 
Sir,   do  we  abolifli  this  trade,    becaufe  it  is  a  crime  in  us  to 
perfift  in  it?     Can  it  then  be  otherwife  than  a  crime  in  them 
teto?     Andean  they  demand  compenfation  from  us,  becaufe 
we  deny  to  them  the  permiffion  of  being  acceflaries  to,  if  not 
principals  in,  the  commiffion  of  it,  becaufe  we  refufe  them  the 
liberty  of  purchafing  men,   whom  they  may,  nay  whom  Mr. 
Edwards  tells  us  they  do  know,  are  acquired  by  fraud,  rapine, 
treachery,  and  blood  ?     Good  Heaven,  Sir,  if  this  be  not  an- 
other, and  a  flagrant  inftance  of  that  dreadful  perverfion  of  the 
moral  fenfe,  to  which  I  have  before  alluded,  I  (hall  feek  one 
in  vain.     But,  Sir,  if  this  point  be  contefted  with  me  ;  if  it  be 
faid,  that  in  full  poffeffion  of  thefe  fa&s,  they  are"  yet  innocent 
in  buying  what  we  offer  to  fell,  and  even  in  foliciting  us  to  con- 
tinue the  trade,    I  will  concede  all  this  too.     1   will  acknow- 
ledge, for  argument's  fake,  that  we  are  tied  up  by  a£t  of  Par- 
liament to  continue  to  rob,  plunder,  and  murder,  for  ever,  for 
the  benefit  of  others,  unlefs  we  buy  the  privilege  of  future  in- 
nocence from  our  accomplices  in  this  guilt.     What  then,  Sir, 
having  thus  conceded  every  thing  as  to  the  Weft  Indies,  what 
does  it  prove  with  refpedfc  to  the  point  in  queftion  ?     Sir,   as 
lias  been  well  obferved  before,    if  we  are  to  compenfate  the 
lofles  of  the  Weft  Indies,  muft  it  be  at  the  expence  of  Africa  ? 
The  idea  is  too  extravagant  *nd  monftrous :  and  if  this  Houfe 
fliould  refolve  on  perfifting  in  the  trade  on  this  ground,    we 
£ever  fhall  be  able  to  obtain  any  credit  with  the  nation  for  fuch 
a  reafon  as  this.     We  may  injure  our  own  characters  in  the 
eyes  of  our  countrymen,    but  we  cannot  perfuade  them  that 
evil  is  good,  and  good  is  evil.     We  cannot  perfuade  them  or 
the  world,  that  what  we  have  refolved  to  abolifh,  becaufe  it  is 
Tinjuft  and  inhuman,  we  ought  to  continue  any  longer  to  prac- 
tice, betaufe  it  is  pretended  to  he  politic.    Sir,  another  gentle- 
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man,  who  has  juft  fat  down,  complained  that  we  had  afted 
improperly  in  holding  out  to  the  Houfe  that  this  queftion  would 
never  be  at  reft  till  we  had  gained  our  point ;  for  that  whenever 
any  meafure  was  propofed,  from  the  agitation  of  which  much 
danger  was  apprehended,  the  Houfe  might  always  be  brow- 
beat, as  it  were,  into  compliance  by  fuch  threats  as  thefe.  Sir, 
the  honourable  gentleman  miftakes  both  our  principle,  and,  I. 
think,  the  fa&  alfo.  We  do  not  mean  to  ufe  any  threats  what* 
ever ;  but  we  do  mean  to  fay  that  knowing  we  have  gained 
ftrength  on  every  trial,  knowing  that  the  country  is  completely 
en  our  fide,  for  thefe  reafons  we  conceive  it  to  be  our  indif- 
penfable  duty  to  perfift  till  wc  fucceed  ;  but  that  no  cau(e  which 
had  not  juftice  to  fupport  it  coula1  poffibly  expeft  to  fucceed  by 
fuch  means,  but  mull  neceflarily  fink  in  the  public  efteem  on 
every  failure,  till  at  laft  it  would  fall  into  utter  contempt- 

And  now,  Sir,  by  way  of  conclufion,   let  me  intreat  every 
gentleman  for  himfelf,  as  he  values  the  principles  of  juftice  and 
the  claims  of  humanity,   as  he  values  the  honour  of  his  coun- 
try, as  he  values  what  muft  be  clofely  conne&ed  with  his  vote 
on  thi$  fubjeft  ;  when  he  (hall  cooly  refleft  on  it  hereafter,  as 
he  values  his  own  peace  of  mind,  let  me  intreat,  let  me  con- 
jure every  gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  before  he  (hall  determine 
to  continue  but  for  one  other  year,  or  even  month,    the  exift- 
ence  of  this  execrable  traffic,  to  put  the  queftion  hony*  indivi- 
dually to  his  own  bofoml     Let  no  man  here  imagine  himfelf 
fan&ioned  by  example  or  defended  by  numbers ;    but  let  him 
afk  himfelf,  if  his  own  wife  or  his  own  daughter  were  one  of 
the  trembling  thoufand,    whom  our  ruthlefs  and  flinty  vote  is 
about  to  tear  from  their  families,  and  confign  to  all  the  horrors 
of  foreign  flavery  ?     Were  that  th£  cafe,    Sir,  how  would  he 
then  zSt  ?     Would  he  then  be  fatisfied  with  the  flimfy  pre- 
tences of  Have  dealers,  or  the  cries  for  compenfation  from  the 
whole  Weft  Indies.     I  can  only  once  more  moft  earneftly  fo- 
licit  every  man  to  give  full  and  free  fcope  to  the  unfophifticated 
feelings  of  his  heart,  to  the  plain  di&ates  of  cunfcience,  and  I 
think  I  can  fee  the  refult ;    but  really,  Sir,  if  gentlemen  will 
fufFer  thefe  fentiments  to  be  ftifled  by  what  they  may  deem  con- 
fiderations  of  policy ;    if  they  will  not  ferioufly  attend  to  the 
voice  of  this  inward  monitor/  I  cannot  hope  "  that  they  will 
^  "  be  perfuaded  though  ojie  ihould  rife  from  the  dead.'* 
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Mr*  WINDHAM  faid,  that  there  had  been  fo  much 
ftrength  of  argument  ufed  in  the  difcuflion  of  this  queftion  on 
one  fide,  that  he  had  hitherto  declined  taking  any  part  in  the 
former  debates,  and  this  re lu dance  to  rife  proceeded  from  an 
idea,  that  independent  of  the  folid  reafoning,  the  eloquence, 
and  the  ability  which  had  been  exerted  in  favour  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  (lave  trade,  the  bare  ftatement  of  fads  fo  enormous 
and  atrocious,  as  appeared  by  the  evidence  ever  to  have  been 
infeparable  from  that  trade,  was  fufficient  to  have  convinced 
the  molt  obdurate  fupporters  of  African  flayery,  that  a  conti- 
nuance of  fo  iniquitous  and  abominable  a  traffic  for  a  Angle 
moment  longer,  was  unjuft,  inhuman,  and  not  to  be  defended 
u]pon  any  principles  whatever.  He  owned,  however,  that  he 
was  now  relieved  from  that  reluftance  to  rife,  by  the  turn 
which  the  debate  feemed  that  night  to  take,  and  which  made 
him  rather  confider  it  his  duty  now  to  offer  his  fentiments,  be- 
caufe  he  faw  fomething  like  figns  of  relapfing  from  what  he 
thought  had  already  been  perfe£Uy  underftood  as  the  fenfe  of 
the  Houfe,  as  well  as  the  avowed  opinion  of  the  country  at 
large,  that  the  flave  trade  ought  to  be  abolifhed.  The  neceflity 
for  an  immediate  abolition  had  been  enforced  by  truths  fo  ftrong 
and  incontrovertible,  that  they  furpaffed  even  all  the  effe&» 
which  the  greateft  eloquence  and  the  beft  reafoning  could  pro- 
duce. This  evidence  the  Houfe  was  in  poffeffion  of  before  they 
came  to  any  vote  on  the  queftion  ;  but  they  now  had  before 
them  much  new  matter,  which  the  difcuflion  had  from  time 
to  time  brought  out,  and  which  muft  remove  all  doubts,  if  any 
there  were  on  the  fubjedt.  It  had  been  endeavoured  to  argue 
this  queftion  as  a  matter  of  landed  and  commercial  interefts, 
and  this  fpecies  of  argument  was  oppofed  to  the  dignity,  the 
honour,  and  the  Juftice  of  a  great  country — to  the  laws  of  na- 
tions and  of  nature — to  the  welfare  and  liberty  of  mankind— 
and  he  might  fay,  to  the  confeience  of  mankind  at  large.— 
Some  who  were  enemies  to  the  abolition  had  introduced  a  fort 
of  argument  which  never  ought  to  pafs  unnoticed,  and  that 
with  a  tone  of  fuperiority,  which  they  had  no  right  to.  They 
had  fpoken  as  if  thofe  who  were  againft  the  abolition  were  the 
only  men  in  that  Houfe  who  poflefled  wifdom  qr  knowledge  of 
the  fubjeft,  and  that  the  advocates  for  immediate  abolition 
were  but  viuonary  enthufiafts,    attached  to  an  experiment 
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which  they  had  neither  judgement  nor  forefight  enough  to  en* 
able  them  to  decideupon.  Againft  this  mode  ©f  argument  he 
gave  his  moft  decided  proteft,  and  ever  would  reilft,  as  an  at- 
tempt to  degrade  virtue  into  a  connection  with  folly.  •  Argu- 
ments had  likewife  been  urged  to  prove  that  policy  did  not  al- 
ways accompany*  morality ;  but  he  would  maintain,  that  they 
were  infeparable  ;  however,  to  thofe  who  argued  the  policy  of 
the  flave  trade,  he  mud  fay  that  their  arguments  appeared  to 
arife  more  from  intereft  than  morality ;  and  he  muft  remind 
them,  that  the  narrowed  and  moft  uncultivated  minds  were 
perfectly  equal  to  matters  of  intereft,  and  generally  moft  ad- 
dicted to  fuch  confiderations.  They  likewife  feemed  to  enter- 
tain an  idea  that  it  was  not  ftatefman-like  to  attend  to  any  fyf- 
tem  or  propofition,  however  conformable  to  the  general  free- 
dom and  welfare  of  mankind,  that  did  not  fuitwith  what  they 
confider  the  immediate  policy  of  the  moment.  If  it  was  worth 
while,  he  could  go  at  large  into  this  fort  of  reafoning,  but  he 
confidered  it  unneceflary ;  and  as  to  morality,  he  would  aflTert, 
that  nations  were,  and  ought  to  be,  more  bound  by  morality 
than  individuals.  Amongft  private  perfons,  and  in  common 
concerns,  morality  would  take  care  of  itfelf.  If  one  man  breaks 
into  another's  houfe  or  fteals  from  him,  he  knows  what  he  has 
to  expect  for  his  conduct :  he  would  find  morality  a  kind  of 
retail  trade,  that  would  foon  bring  a  teturn. 
'  The  principle  upon  which  he  confidered  the  Houfe  to  act, 
.  in  their  prefent  fituation,  was  a  principle  of  duty  without  an 
option  ;  they  muft  put  an  end  to  injuftice  againft  the  Africans, 
without  confulting  the  Weft  Indies.  If  they  do  not,  they  gave 
a  fanction  to  robbery,  murder,  cruelty,  and  injuftice,  as  was 
proved  by  facts  ftronger  than  any  thing  he  could  ftate  ;  and 
that  this  was  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  was  already  afcertained ; 
for  they  had  decided,  after  ample  difcuffion,  and  from  the 
itrongeft  conviction,  that  the  trade  muft  be  aboliflied  ;  the  only 
difficulty  that  could  occur  was,  in  what  way  to  do  it.  If  they 
a&ed,  as  hetrufted  they  would  do,  upon  fhe  principle  of  duty, 
they  would  take  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  mode,  by  imme- 
diate abolition,  againft  which  no  one  fubftantial,  folid  argu- 
ment had  yet  been  offered.  It  had  been  endeavoured  to  ftate, 
that  we  were  in  fome  degree  at  the  mercy  of  the  colonies,,  and 
that  without  their  confent  our  attempts  would  be  nugatory  ;  if        I 
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this  was  xealty  the  cafe,  he  fhould  be  very  forry ;  but  he  kjiew 
it  was  not.    And  why  ought  we  to  confult  them,  after  having 
agreed,  on  ail  fides,  that  extending  their  cultivation  was  no 
good  caufe  for  continuing  the  flare  trade,  and  when  we  know 
that  to  be  almqft  the  only  reaCon  they  can  give  for  importing 
more  negroes.     There  could  be  no  propriety  in  trading  to  their 
compliance,  when  we  mull  know  that  their  iotereft,  or  rather 
what  they  -ewroneoufly  thought  their  intereft,  was  direftly  con- 
trary to  the  declared  opinion  of  that  Houfe.     If,  in  future, 
tfeey  could  reconcile  the  colonies  to  their  opinion,  which  he 
jttd  no  doubt  might  foon  happen,  it  would  be  defirable;  but 
-certainly  the  chaxa&er,  the  honour,  andihejuftice  of  this  coun- 
try, were  not  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  prejudices  of 
the  Weft-india  planters  or  African  traders.    With  regard  to 
-delaying  the  period  for  abolition,  no  real  argument  had  been, 
offered  for  that  point ;  and  he  trufted  it  would  not  be  laid  that 
the  period  of  3  few  years  for  abolition  is  nothing,  when  com- 
pared £0  the  fpace  of  time  in  which  they  have  been  accuftomed 
to  flavery ;  arguing  thus,  that  becaufe  they  had  long  fuffered 
under  their  misfortunes,  there  was  no  great  harm  in  continu- 
ing the  trade  a  little  longer  ;  like  the  perfon  who,  when  charged 
with  cruelty  for  ft  inning  eels  alive,  anfwered,  they  were  ufed 
to  it.     If  fuch  an  argument  was  ftarted,  he  would  defire  gentle- 
men to  recolleft,  not  only  how  many  thoufands  were  now  fuf- 
fering  and  labouring  under  injuries  by  that  trade,  but  likewife 
how  many  thoufands  more  of  their  fellow-creatures  may  \>t 
.doomed  to  the  fame  fuflerings  and  the  fame  injuries,  by  their 
vote  of  to-night,  if  it  was,  as  he  hoped  in  God  it  would  not  be, 
for  continuing  the  African  flave  trade  a  moment  longer.     It 
was  notr  to  be  fure,*in  their  power  to  give  redrefs  to  thofe 
who  had  already  fuffered ;  but  how  could  they  account  to  their, 
own  conferences  for  the  injuries  of  thole  who  might  in  future 
be  imported,  if  they  continued  the  trade  for  years?  The  proofs 
of  their  bufferings  were  fo  ftrong,  and  the  fqenes  of  borror  e*- 
bibited  in -evidence  fo  monftrous,  combining  at  onceaU  the  dif- 
eafes  of  an  hpfpital,  and  the  confinement  and  chains  of  the 
mod  loathfome  jail.     Was  this,  he  would  aflc,  a  fituation  to 
place  innocent  men  in«— was  this  fit  fox  their  fellow-creatures, 
fQr  rather,  did  it  #ot  more  refemble  the  regions  of  the  damned  ? 
Here  toe  muft  add,  that  he  neither  did,  or.mcantto^xgggej^te. 
Vol.  XXXI I.  3  F 
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It  happened!  not  in  one  fliip  only,  but  was  part  of  an  eftabliffi- 
ed  fyftem,  which  fome  pretended  to  fay  was  fanftioned  by  our 
laws.  He  then  made  fome  obfervations  on  the  interefts  of  the 
Weft- India  planters,  and  thofe  concerned  in  the  African  trade, 
whom  individually,  or  colle&ively,  he  had  no  intention  to  re- 
fie  ft  upon ;  but  upon  the  arguments  formerly  ufed,  and  rein- 
forced  by  the  new  fa&s  which  had  come  out,  he  grounded  his 
wifhes  that  the  Houfe  might  exercife  the  power  that  they  pof- 
fefled,  in  immediately  remedying  the  mod  flagrant  and  nefa- 
rious injuftice,  by  a  trade  that  mull,  while  it  exifts,  degrade 
and  difgrace  the  country.  There  had,  indeed,  been  an  at- 
tempt made  to  plead  the  juftice  that  was  due  to  the  Weft-India 
planters,  but  the  fympathy  that  was  (hewn  for  them,  he  thought, 
was  of  a  very  intercftcd  kind  ;  thofe  who  argued  for  it  feemed 
to  be  fenfible  that  it  was  poffible  they  might  be  Weft-India 
planters,  but  they  did  not  allow  themfelves  to  think  of  being 
African  flaves.  With  regard  to  compenfation,  he  believed  the 
Houfe,  and  the  cotmtry,  would  aft  as  became  them,  but  that 
was  a  matter  not  now  before  them.  He  never  meant  to  go 
into  a  detail  of  the  propofitions,  and  detain  the  Committee  long. 
Ht  only  called  upon  them  to  aft  from  principle  and  duty ;  and 
he  would  leave  the  queftion  here,  convinced  that  fufficient  ar- 
guments had  already  been  ufed  to  confirm  gentlemen  in  what 
way  their  votes  (hould  be  given. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  much  as  he  had  trefpaffed 
on  the  time  and  patience  of  the  Committee  before,  he  felt  it 
his  indifpenfable  duty  to  trouble  them  ftill  farther  on  the  fame 
fubjedt ;  and  his  reafon  for  rifing  then  was,  a  wifti  to  addrefs 
them  before  their  patience  was  exhaufted  by  the  length  of  the 
debate.  The  arguments  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  juft  fat  down,  were  of  fuch  force,  and  delivered  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  entitled  them  to  much  weight  with  the 
Houfe.  As  to  what  that  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  about 
ftatefman-like  conduft,  he  would  only  obferve  on  this  queftion 
in  general,  that  he  had  not  the  leaft  hefitationin  declaring, 
that  confiderations  of  humanity  and  juftice  would  always  24 
much,  nay  more,  regulate  his  condudt  upon  every  occafion, 
than  any  other  confideration  whatever;  and  he  would  feel  ftill 
more  alhamed,  and  almoft  think  an  apology  to  himfelf  necef- 
fary,   were  he  obliged*  to  ftate.  that  he  never  would  allow  the 
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caufe  of  juftice  and  humanity  to  be  fijperfeded  in  his  mind  by 
any  policy,    far  Icfs  a  policy  that  might  be  afferted,  but  never 
exifted,  as  in  this  cafe.     Before  he  entered  either  into  general 
argument,  or  the  dry  detail  which  the  nature  of  the  fubje<5t.  re- 
quired,   he  would  endeavour  to  explain  the  line  of  debate  to 
-which  thofe  who  differed  from  him  in  opinion,  wiflied  to  point 
out  to  the  Houfe.     He  warned  the  Houfe  not  to  be  led  aftray 
by  adverting  to  what  was  not  before  them,    and  withdrawing 
their  attention  from  the  point  at  iffue,  which  he  would  Ihortly 
ifote.     As  to  the  African  flaye  trade,  it  was  already  the  decided 
and  deliberate  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  that  it  mud  ,be  abolifhed, 
or  as  his  honourable  friend  had  very  properly  faid,  the  trade  is 
condemned,  fo  that  the  abolition  now  is  not  fo  much  the  quef- 
tion,  as  the  manner  in  which  it  ought  to  be  effe&ed.     In  other 
words,  they  had  only  to  confider  whether  they  were  to  agree  to 
a  compromifc,  as  held  out  by  his  honourable  friend,  which  he, 
for  one,    and  thofe  both  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Houfe,   and 
even  againft  him,  who  were  for  the  abolition,  never  would  do, 
or,  to  adopt  the  amendment  of  his  noble  friend,    which  went 
at  once  to  the  great  object  of  their  wifhes,  an  immediate  abo- 
lition.    The  principle  of  duty  upon  which  the  honoui^ble  gen- 
tleman had  called  them  to  act,  wafc  exprefsly  what  he  wifhed, 
becaufe  that  was  the  only  principle  upon  which  they  ought  to 
a&,  and  by  which  the  propriety  and  the  certainty  of  their  de- 
termination would  be  regulated.     He  alked  no  more  of  them* 
If  it  was  neceffary  to  argue  the  point  of  form,  and  the  regula- 
rity of  their  proceedings,    he  contended,  that  the  refult  would 
be  favourable  to  his  wifties  for  an  immediate  abolition ;  but 
thofe  who  endeavoured  to  argue  form  againft  fubftance,  would 
find  as  little  afiiftance  from  that  mode,  as  he  trufted  they  would 
have  from  their  other  reafonings.     If  the  trade  ought  to  be  abo- 
liflied  on  the  firft  of  January,    1800,  why  ought  it  not  to  be 
put  an  end  to  on  the  firft  of  January,  1793 ;  or  rather,  the  in- 
juftice  and  impropriety  of  continuing  the  (lave  trade  being  de- 
cided,   why  ought  it  not  to  be  aboliflied  by  the  vote  of  this 
night  ?     This  would  be  underftood  as  an  abolition  ;    but  of 
what  was  meant  by  the  word  gradual,  no  one  had  yet  preten  Jed 
.  to  give  any  decifive  and  defipitive  explanation.     Form  was 
certainly  ufeful  and  neceffary,    but  in  attending  to  the  regula- 
rity of  proceedings  they  mull  not  forget  the  fubftance  and  iin- 
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portartce  of  their  nature.     Nor  would  h*  allow  that  there  vns 
any  inconfiftency  in  firft  agreeing  to  a  ptopofition,  and  then 
reiinquifhmg  it,    after  being  convinced  that  both  its  practice 
and  tendency  were  injurious.     If,  for  inftnncc,  he  had  agreed 
X6  a  bill  on  this  fubje<3  being  brought  in,  or  had  propofed  a 
new  duty,  or  tax  to  be  laid  on  any  article,  but  found  from  new 
inatter  in  the  progrefs  of  difcuflion>  that  fromexifting  circuin- 
ftances  it  was  improper  and  injudicious,  would  he  be  liable  to 
a  ch;  rge  of  inconfiftency  if  he  altered  his  mind,  and  gave  it  up  ? 
Certainly  not.     But  an  honourable  friend  of  his  had  charged 
him  and  others  with  inconfiftency  in  this  way  ;  he  had  faid, 
how  can  thofe  who  contend  for  an  immediate  abolition  fatisfy 
their  confeiences  with  a  gradual  abolition  in  two  or  three  year si 
Certainty,  if  it  was  in  their  power  to  obtain  an  abolition,  they 
never  could  fatisfy  their  confeiences  were  they  to  accept  of  any 
delay  ;    but  if  it  was  not  in  their  power,    as  might  happen, 
though  he  fincerely  trufted  it  Would  not,  -what  could  they  do 
but  accept  of  the  moft  fpeedy  means  that  they  could  get  to 
make  the  abolition  certain  and  effectual  ?  He  ftated  the  refpeft 
he  entertained  for  the  pride,  the  dignity  and  the  honour  of  that 
Houfe,  and  his  defire  that  they  never  might  come  to  any  refo- 
Jution  but  from  conviction  of  its  re&itude :    however,  an  at* 
tempt  had  been  made  to  {hew  that  unfair  and  improper  means 
had  been  ufed  to  influence  the  Houfe  in  their  vote  on  this  quef- 
tion  ;  for  his  own  part,  he  neither  faw  nor  would  have  agreed 
fo  any  fuch  undue  influence,  and  would  therefore  refift  any  at* 
tempt  to  fupport  fuch  an  argument.     He  knew  of  no  fuch  fer- 
ments without  doors  as  were  faid  to  be  ftirred  up  on  this  bufi* 
nefs,  nor  any  arts  employed  to  obtain  petitions.     On  the  fub* 
je£t  of  petitions,  he  would  plainly  and  cohcifely  ftate  his  own 
opinion,  which  was,'    that  they  did  not  at  all  weigh  with  hinj 
either  one  way  or  other, v  in  making  up  his  mind  on  the  ques- 
tion of  abolition  ;  but.  he  confidered  them  as  a  voluntary  tefti- 
mony  of  the  humanity  and  benevolence  of  the  people,  and  be- 
lieved them  to  be  their  fincere  and  honeft  fentiments.     If  not, 
they  muft  be  a  fad  mafs  of  unneceffary  and  impertinent  hypo* 
crify  indeed  :    but  even  giving  a  full  fcope  to  the  arguments  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,    and  fuppofing  that  the  petitioners 
had  been  told,  that  by  the  abolition  of  the  flavc  trade,  a  com- 
penfation  muft  be  raifed  by.  taxes  upon  them,  then  if  the  table 
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**as  covered,  and  the  Houfe  filled  with  petitions  agtnft  the  abo- 
lition, he,  and  thofe  who  thought  with  him,  would  pay  no  re- 
gard to  thofe  petitions,  becaufe  they  never  would  barter  juftice 
for  popohr  clamour,  or  the  honour  of  the  country  for  the  in- 
tcreft  of  individuals.  He  contended  that  there  was  not  in  all 
that  had  been  faid,  after  giving  the  greateft  latitude  to  thofe 
who  oppofed  the  abolition,  any  thing  that  could  juftify  tho 
lead  delay.  He  contended  that  there  were  no  grounds  either 
of  expediency,  policy,  or  even  intereft,  that  could  warrant 
poftponing  the  abolition  of  a  traffic  fo  difgraceful  and  unjuft  ; 
the  mode  therefore  of  doing  it  was  all  that  they  had  to  cbnfider. 
It  had  been  faid  that  it  is  impracticable  without  the  confent  of 
the  Weft- India  proprietors  ;  this  he  denied,  and  could  never 
agree/  to,  becaufe  referring  it  to  them,  or  trufting  it  to  their 
compliance,  was  abfurd  in  the  extreme,  when  their  fentiments, 
and,  as  they  feemed  to  think,  their  interefts,  were  directly 
againft  the  abolition  ;  and  to  be  Aire  they  might  make  out  a 
cafe  for  themfelves,  by  which  they  might  attempt  to  prove  it 
fo.  In  his  opinion  the  abolition  was  vefted  in  Parliament, 
and  he  trufted  they  would  be  cautious  how  they  parted  with  it, 
€>r  rendered  it  nugatory,  by  referring  what  they  certainly  were 
competent  judges  of  to  others  who  were  not  likely  to  judge  fo 
impartially.  They  ought  to  confider  themfelves  as  the  authors 
of  that  trade,  andhbeing  now  fully  convinced  of  its  barbarous 
cruelty  and  injuftice,  it  was  their  duty  to  put  an  end  to  it.-— 
Were  the  Weft-India  planters  to  be  confulted,  they  might 
think  differently  ;  but  that  Houfe  had  examined  into  the  na- 
ture of  the  trade  fufficiently,  in  his  mind,  to  enable  them  to 
decide.  He  entreated,  therefore,  that  gentlemen  might  not 
liften  to  arguments  of  expediency  which  had  been  already  com- 
pletely difcuffed  and  decided.  The  queftion  now  before  them 
was  not  of  expediency  but  of  juftice,  which  he  hoped  that 
Houfe  would  never  lofe  fight  of.  Having  faid  thus  much,  he 
pledged  himfelf  to  prove  that  the  abolition  mult,  in  the  refult, 
prove  advantageous  to  the  planters,  although  their  prejudices 
made  them  think  other  wife  ;  and  while  thofe  prejudices  exift- 
ed  fo  ftrongly  as  they  were  known  to  do,  it  would  be  in  vain 
for  this  country  to  confult  them.  It  would  be  applying  to  a 
•wrong  channel  for  advice  or  information,  and  trtifting  to  delu- 
five  hopes  of  fuccefs,  in  the  great  caulle  of  humanity  and  juf- 
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lice.  He  contended  that  the  importation  of  Haves  into  the 
Weft-India  iflands  was  carKed  on  for  the  purpofe  of  extending 
the  cultivation,  and  noNat  all  neceflfrry  to  keep  up  the  prefent 
ftock  of  negroes:  by  the  accounts  on  the  table,  he  undertook 
to  prove  that  the  ftate  of  the  iflands  for  feveral  years  back  war-, 
ranted  him  in  faying,  that  they  were  able  to  fuftain  their  pre- 
fent population,  although  the  early  prejudices  which  the  plan- 
ters imbibed  might  lead  them  t$  think  it  impoflible  without 
iarthef  importation.  He  proved,  by  the  papers  on .  the  table, 
that,  in  all  the  old  iflands,  except  Jamaica,  the  exports  had 
equalled  the  imports  for. many  years  bade ;  in  many  of  them 
that  there  remained  none  of  thofe  imported ;  and  as  to  Jamaica, 
the  reafon  why  the  importation  was  fo  great  there,  was  for 
that  very  caufe  which  the  opponents  of  the  abolition  had  them- 
felves  abandoned,  clearing  new  grounds  and  extending  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  iiland.  Why  then  the  abolition  ought  to  be  gra- 
dual he  could  not  imagine.  He  hoped  the  fame  majority  of 
the  Honfe,  who  voted  for  the  gradual,  would  now  fee  the  pro- 
priety of  voting  for  the  immediate  abolition. 

There  were  only  two  poflible  grounds  upon  which  they  could 
fupport  a  gradual  abolition  ;  the  one  was,  that  an  increafe  of 
importation  was  necefiary  for  extending  cultivation  in  the 
iflands ;  and  the  other,  that  importation  was  neceflary  to  keep, 
up  the  prefent  ftock  of  negroes.  Now,  as  the  firft  of  thefe  was 
conceded,  and  the  other,  before  he  fat  down,  he  would  under- 
take to  prove  to  be  falfe,  he  muft  conclude,  that  any  man  afled 
inconfiftently  who  did«ot  change  his  vote,  from  conviction  ; 
•nd  when  he  faid  this,  he  wiflied  gentlemen  to  ftudy  real  and 
not  nominal  confiftency.  In  this  cafe,  he  would  rely  upon 
having  a  great  majority  that  night.  Having  argued  generally 
the  evidence  in  fupport  of  his  ftatement  and  calculations  refpeft- 
tng  the  old  iflands,  he  went  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  parti- 
cular articles  from  which  he  drew  his  conclufions.  Barbadoes, 
for  fix  years  previous  to  the  difcuflion  of  the  flave  trade  in  that 
Houfe,  had  required  only  about  200  negroes,  and  by  another 
account  he  proved,  that  in  all  the  iflands,  except  four,  there 
had  been  no  importation  at  all.  From  thefe  accounts,  founded 
on  practice  and  experience,  fa£ts  were  adduced,  too  ftrong  to 
be  controverted  by  mere  allegations  or  prejudices ;  and  he 
^     maintained,  that  aboliflxing  the  importation  of  (laves,  in  an 
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intercfted  view,  was  harmlefs  to  the  planters,  and  that  encou- 
raging a  fuperfluous  importation,  was  injurious  to  their  capi- 
tal ;  frdm  all  which,  he  trufted  the  immediate  abolition  would 
be  voted.  He  returned  to  the  fyftem  of  the  Jamaica  planters, 
and  accounted  for  their  great  importation,  from  a  faft  brought 

-out  upon  inveftigation,  which  was,  that  they  had  imported  five 
times  the  number  of  (laves  into  Jamaica  in  the  laft  three  years, 
than  into  all  the  other  iilands,  not  to  keep  up  the  population, 
but  to  extend  the  cultivation;  for  he  proved,  that  in  1787, 
that  ifland,  as  well  as  all  the  others,  could  keep  up  its  (lock  of 
negroes  perfectly  well.  In  fupport  of  this,  he  quoted  the  opi- 
nion of  the  intelligent  and  able  hiftorian  of  Jamaica  (Mr.  Long) 

*  who  faid,  that  if  the  equality  of  the  fexes  was  nearly  preferved, 
the  population  would  increafe.  He  likewife  gave  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Committee,  who  reported  after  the  regulating  aft 
took  place,  and  the  ftatement  of  Governor  Edwards  ;  the  in- 
ference he  drew  from  all  which  was  in  favour  of  immediate 
abolition  ;  arid  he  contended,  that  his  evidence  was  conclufive 
and  undeniable.  He  likewife  faid,  that  one  free  negro  was 
worth  twice  as  much  as  one  of  the  African  (laves.  He  ridi- 
culed the  idea  of  being  bound  by  the  grants  mentioned,  and 
thought  that  grants,  founded  on  a  falfe  and  imprudent  fyftem, 
could  not  bind  any  country,  nor  could  they  be  too  foon  re- 
pealed. With  regard  to  compenfation,  he  held  out  no  pro- 
mifes  or  affurances  on  that  head,  nor  did  he  canvafs  for  votes 
in  favour  of  immediate  abolition,  by  offering  compenfation  * 
when  that  queftion  came  to  be  argued,  it,  no  doubt,  would  be 
treated  fairly  and  fully.  He  was,  however,  none  of  thofe 
who  thought  there  was  any  danger  that  the  compenfation  necef- 
fary  to  be  allowed  to  the  ceded  iilands,  could  create  a  dtbt 
which  this  country  was  unable  to  pay,  and  hoped  it  never 
would  be  argued  that  we  muft  refufe  juftice  to  the  aggrieved 
Africans,  left  we  (hould  interfere  with  the  interefts  of  Weft- 
India  planters  ;  fuch  doftrines  would  ill  fuit  the  prefent  and 
progreflive  profperity  of  this  country,  and  could  not  expeft 
fupport  from  him.  Extending  the  cultivation,  he  faid,  was 
deftruftive  to  the  (laves,  and  ruinous  to  the  projeftors  in  the 
ceded  iflands  particularly.  It  was  well  known,  that  in  Domi- 
nica great  lofs  of  (laves,  and  want  of  capital,  had  been  the 
confequence  of  fuch  projefts.     In  Grenada,  there  was  very 
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little  ground  uncultivated  ;  in  St.  Vincent's  the  fame  ;  and  in 
all  thofe  iflands  there  was  no  fuch  <iifpanty  between  the  num- 
bers of  the  fexes,  as  to  give  any  alarm  about  a  -decreafe  of  po- 
pulation. He  contended,  that  the  plan  of  cultivation  might 
be  altered  without  lofs  to  the  proprietors  j  though  fugars  will 
not  grow  in  all  places  where  cotton  will,  cotton  will  be  found 
to  anfwer  wherever  fugar  can  be  railed,  and  for  this  mode  Gre- 
nada was  particularly  well  adapted  ;  and  it  was  notorious  that 
the  fame  number  of  hands  can  cultivate  three  acres  of  cotton 
that  one  acre  of  fugar  requires  ;  he  might  l&ewife  add,  that 
too  orach  cotton  could  not  be  railed,  the  demand  of  our  ma- 
nufacturers at  home  being  fo  great.  He  trufted  they  would 
not  look  to  the  future,  and  difregard  the  ptefeat  ftate,  of  po- 
pulation, which  was  increafing  ;  and  the  equality  of  the  fcxes 
would  take  place  the  moment  they  flopped  the  trade,  and  the 
iflands  ceafed  to  fuifer  the  lofs  occafioned  by  the  feafaning  of 
the  flavefi,  and  their  drfeafes  in  the  Middle  Paflage.  He  had, 
he  contended,  fhewn  the  means  of  an  early,  certain,  and  pro- 
greffive  increafe  of  the  population  of  the  negroes  ;  which  never 
would  be  practicable,  while  they  were  pouring  in  all  thofe  re- 
cruits, to  augment  the  difeafes  that  dirninirh  their  numbers  in 
fo  great  a  degree.  Dominica  had  been  proved,  by  the  Gover- 
nor of  that  ifland,  (Governor  Orde)  from  undeniable  calcu- 
lations, to  have  been  in  a  ftate  of  increafe  during  the  laft  fix 

years,  and  at  prefent  it  actually  maintained  its  numbers. 

There  were  many  points  which  he  could  mention  that  would 
tend  to  prove  the  propofition  he  had  attempted  to  eftahliuV; 
but  he  had  occupied  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee  to 
detain  them  much  longer.  The  Parliament  of  England  had 
acknowledged  that  the  trade  was  contrary  to  every  principle  of 
humanity,  religion,  and  juftice.  They  were  defired,  here- 
marked,  to  have  recourfe  to  the  means  that  led  to  the  end, 
whereas  thofe  means  were  but  the  confequence  of  the  end  that 
he  wifhed  to  be  obtained.  The  planters,  who  conceived  an 
abolition  to  be  deftru&ive  and  ruinous  to  their  properties,  if 
they  more  nearly  examined  the  matter,  would  find  that  it  was 
a  meafure  wife  and  falutary.  He  mentioned  a  refolution  of 
the  Aflfembly  of  Barbadoes,  which  feemed  to  exprefs  a~  fear  of 
the  confequences  of  an  abolition,  though  at  the  time  they  had 
no  occafian  for  importations,  nor  had  required  them  for  fbxne 
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time  paft.  He  called  upon  the  friends  to  abolition  to  follow 
up  the  caufe  they  had  efpoufed,  and  give  effedfc  to  the  di&ates 
of  their  hearts,  and  the  conclufions  of  their  underftandings.~* 
He  affirmed  that  no  reasonable  man,  upon  a  moment's  reflec- 
tion, could  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  neceffity  of  a  complete  ~ni 
immediate  abolition.  He  concluded,  by  preffing  the  ComrniN 
tee  to  come  to  a  vote  for  immediate  abolition,  as  neceflary  to 
the  honour,  thejuftice,  and  humanity  of  the  nation,  as  no 
ways  dangerous  or  hurtful  to  the  colonies,  however  much  pre- 
judice might  make  the  Weft-India  planters  miftake  their  own 
interefts,  and  called  upon  gentlemen  to.  make  a  folemn  appeal 
to  their  own  hearts,  as  if  before  that  great  tribunal  where  they 
mud  all  at  laft  account  for  their  a&ions,  and  then  fay  whether 
there  had  been  any  arguments  ufed  that  ought  to  induce  them, 
from  motives  of  intereft,  policy,  or  expediency,  to  continue 
longer  fo  horrid,  barbarous,  and  inhuman  a  trade. 

Mr.  DRAKE  rofe  in  confequence  of  the  allufions  that  had 
been  make  to  his  fpeech  on  a  former  occafion.  Mr.  Drake 
acknowledged  that  he  had  then  animadverted  on  the  fpeech  of 
an  honourable  Member,  which  he  irr.a  ined  at  the  time  called 
in  queftion  the  freedom  of  debate,  when  the  honourable  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Fox)  had  explained  his  conftitutional  fentiments 
with  a  franknefs,  a  fairnefs,  and  a  liberality  that  did  him  ho- 
nour, and  had  perfe&ly  fatisfied  him  ;  but  had  he,  he  afked, 
on  that  occafion  alluded  to  the  petitions  ?  He  certainly  had 
not.  In  reply  to  what  an  honourable  Member  had  faid  of  his 
elefiive  conftituents  (for  fo  he  faid  he  would  always  call  them) 
he  declared  he  never  would  fit  filent  when  thofe  honeft  worthy 
freemen  who  fent  him  to  Parliament  were  arraigned ;  he  paid 
them  great  compliments,  and  obferved  that  the  honourable 
Member  had  rivalled  him  in  fame,  and  gone  far  beyond  him, 
fince  he  had  gone  down  into  the  country  and  prevailed,  on  the 
voters  of  a  borough  to  ele&  him,  without  having  any  connec- 
tion or  acquaintance  with  the  people,  but  merely  from  the 
fame  of  his  public  talents,  and  private  good  qualities,  which 
Jhe  upon  his  honour  believed  him  to  poffefs  in  a  very  eminent 
degree.  With  regard  to  his  conftituents,  were  they  to  be 
bought,  he  declared  he  would  not  purchafe  them  ;  he  mention- 
*d  his  having  been  appealed  to  by  one  of  his  conftituents  oa 
the  fubjeft  of  figning  pnt  of  the  petitions,  whe^  he  (aid  to 
VoL.XXXIL    *  3G 
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him,  "  Yes,  my  friend,  yau  are  a  freeman,  and  have  a  right 
fc  to  fign  the  petition. "  With  refpecT:  to  the  queftion,  thsy 
knew  vtry  well  the  advanced  period  of  the  fsffion,  and  that 
gentlemen  were  defirous  of  breathing  a  little  frefh  air  ;  if  ths 
queftion  palled  that  Houfe,  it  mutt  go  to  another,  the  Mem-» 
bers  of  which  might  call  for  evidence,  and  thus  lengthen  out 
the  feflion.  Lad  year,  he  faid,  he  had  been  adverfe  to  any 
abolition,  this  year  he  certainly  agreed  to  a  gradual  abolition, 
and  he  would  ftate  his  reafons  for  it.  He  explained  on  what 
ground  he  (thought  that  the  abolition  had  better  be  gradual  than 
immediate,  and  one  reafon  was,  that  giving  time  to  the  Weft 
India  planters  to  prepare  againft  trie  abolition  would  leflfcn  their 
claims  for  compenfation. 

Sir  JAMES  JOHNSTONE  faid,  he  always  thought  the 
trade  ought  to  be  aboliihed,  and  now,  that  it  ought  to  be  abo- 
lifhed immediately.  He  had  property  in  the  Weft  Indies  ; 
he  had  tried  the  ufe  of  the  plough  in  raifing  fugar,  -  and  found 
that  it  fucceeded  beyond  his  expectation.  Other  gentlemen 
-who  had  property  there  would  no  doubt  do  the  fame,  and  find 
that  much  of  the  labour  of  the  negroes  might  be  faved.  The 
abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  he  was  therefore  convinced,  would 
be  as  beneficial  to  the  Weft-India  planters  a.s  honourable  to 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  his  right  honourable  friend 
had  ftated  the  queftion  fairly,   and  he  was  ready  to  argue  it  on 
the  ground  to  which  he  had  reduced  it.     It  was  clearly  decided 
that  the  trade  ought  to  be  abolifhed,  and  the  point  now  at  iiTue 
tvas  the  mode  of  abolifhing.     He  would  even  go  farther,  and 
admit  the  queftion  to  be,   in  what  manner  could  the  abolition 
be  molt  fpeedily  effected  ?     In  this  way  he  himielf  had  put  it 
■when  he  propofed  the  amendment  of  gradual  for  immediate, 
pn  the  fulleft  convi&ion,   that  unlefs  the  planters  could  be  in- 
duced to  go  hand  in  hand  with  Parliament,  it  would  never  be 
abolifhed.     On  the  queftion  of  humanity,  there  could  not  be 
two  opinions  ;    but  how  did  geptlemert  underftand  this  quef- 
tion ?     Did  they  think  it  enough  to  wa(h  their  own  hands  of 
the  trade ;    would  its  being  immediately  renounced  by  Great 
Britain  fatisfy  their  humanity  ?     Qr  would  they  not  think  the 
ends  of  humanity  more  completely  anfwered  if,  by  a  moderate 
continuance  of  it  for  a  fhort  time  by  this  country,  the  generaj 
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abolition  could  be  fooner  effe£ted  with  greater  certainty  and 
fpeed,   than  by  any  other  mode  ?    This  was  what  he  meant  to 
argues    and  unlefs  time  were  given  for  the  perfons  interefted 
to  convince  themfelves  of  the  practicability  of  abolition  without 
injury  to  their  property,    the  experiment  of  the  practicability 
would  never  be  made  at  all.     The  honourable  Baronet  who 
fpoke  before  him,  had  tried  the  plough  with  fuccefs,  as  a  fub- 
ftitute  for  manual  labour,  and  expreflcd  his  hopes  that  others 
would  do  the  fame.     But  to  do  this,  they  muft  be  led  by  de- 
grees ;  they  muft  not  be  compelled  by  a  hafty  and  imrriediate 
abolition.     Parliament  muft  not  attempt  to  drive  them  to  fuch 
experiments,   for  the  attpmpt  would  be  ineffectual.     If  not 
fupplied  with  negroes  by  Great  Britain,    they  would  by  other 
nations,    which  we  could  not  prevent.     Were  the  Dutch  fo 
regardlefs  of  profit  as  to  refufe  to  carry  negroes  where  they 
would  find  a  ready  market  ?     Was  it  to  be  imagined  that  the 
Americans  were  fo  favourably  difpofed  towards  this  Country  as 
to  refift  the  temptation  of  forming  fo  valuable  a  connexion  with 
our  colonies  ?     ^  connection  once  begun  by  fupplying  them 
with  negroes  would  not  end  there  5  and  we  might  lofe  the  Welt 
Indies  without  accomplifliing  our  object.     In  anfwer  to  this, 
it  was  faid,    that  we  had  prevented  them  from  being  fupplied 
with  provifions  and  lumber  from  the  American  States  ;    but 
was  it  quite  certain  that  we  had  done  this  entirely  ?     Befides, 
the  cafes  were  not  parallel,  for  our  iflands  got  provifions  from 
Great  Britain  and  from  Ireland  ;  fo  that  if  we  had  fhut  up  one 
fource,  others  were  (till  open.    But  by  abolifhing  the  flave  trade, 
it  was  propofed  to  cut  them  off  from  every  means  of  fupply 
whatever.     This,  he  was  perfuaded,  we  had  not  the  means  of 
doing ;    and  anxious  as  he  was  for  the  abolition  of  the  flave 
trade,  in  proportion  as  he  wifhed  the  experiment  for  abolifhing 
it  to  fucceed,    he  wifhed  it  to  be  fairly  tried.     If  it  was  faid 
that  the  trade  was  fo  repugnant  to  juftice  and  humanity,   that 
it  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  for  a  moment,    to  what  end  had 
the  Houfe  been  examining  witnefles  and  collecting  evidence 
for  four  years  ?     If  the  abftraft  principles  of  juftice  and  huma- 
nity were  alone  fufficient  to  condemn  it,    this  was  furely  timd 
mifpent.     By  the  very  circumftance  of  going  into  the  inquiry, 
and  continuing  it  fo  long,  they  admitted  that  the  beft  and  lateft 
mode  of  putting  an  end  tt>  the  trade  was  a  fit  objedt  of  their 
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confideration.     We  might  fay,    that  we  would  (elze  and  con- 
fifcate  all  fhips  carrying  negroes  to  our  colonies*     Thefe  fhips 
muft  be  condemed  in  Weft- India  Courts,  and  where  men's 
minds  were  ftrongiy  prejudiced,    where  they  thought  that  they 
were  fuffering  injuilice  from  the  mother  country,  and  obtain- 
ing relief  from  other  quarters,  it  was  not  too  much  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  decifions  of  both  juries  and  of  judges  might  be  influ- 
enced by  thefe  prejudices.     In  (bort,  the  power  of  this  Coun- 
try to  prevent  the  iflands  from  being  Tupplied  with  negroes  by 
other  nations,  was  not  a  defirable  thing  to  bring  to  trial.  -  AH 
the  arguments  6n  one  fide  had  gone  to  fay,  that  it  was  a  quef- 
tion    that  could  not  admit  of  any  difcretion  or  modification 
whatever  in  its  confideration.     He  was  of  a  different  opinion. 
For  fome  years  paft,  he  faid,    every  argument  that  had  been 
urged  that  day,  as  to  the  abftra<5t  propriety  of  the  trade  and  its 
humanity,  might  have  been  argued,  fince  it  was  not  lefs  impro- 
per nor  lefs  inhumane  four  years  ago  than  at  prefent ;  it  was 
not  in  the  abftraft  point  of  view  that  they  ought  to  regard  the. 
jfubjeft,  but  to  fee  what  mode  of  abolition  would  be  the  moft 
practicable,  and  moft  likely  to  enfure  its  fuccefs.  Mr.  Dundas 
contended  that  the  efFeft  of  the  merit  of  the  plan' which  he  pro- 
posed, would  be  to  fhorten  the  duration  of  the  trade  itfelf.    He- 
begged  leave  to  recur  to  an  argument,   he  had  urged  the  other 
night,  viz.,    the  fituation  into  which  the  immediate  abolition 
would  put  the  Weft-India  planters,  with  refpeft  to  their  ere* 
ditors,  and  which,  he  faid,    would  operate  fo  as  to  difable  the 
former    from  the  power  of  adopting  the  regulations  which 
the  abolition  would  render  neceifary,    and  which  it  was  his 
wifh  to  encourage  the  planters  to  adopt  and  enforce.     What- 
ever the  planter's  inclination  might  be,   he  would  not  be  per- 
mitted by  his  creditors  to  make  any  experiment  that  might  ap* 
pear  to  tend  to  alter  the  creditors'  fecurity.    With  regard  to  the 
calculations  ftated  by  his  right  honourable  friend,  in  refpeft  to 
the  number  of  negroes,  their  population,    &c.  were  he  ever 
fo  difpofed  to  admit  their  corre&nefs,  they  led  him  to  different 
conclufions  from  thofe  drawn  by  his  right  honourable  friend. 
Mr.  Dundas  entered  into  an  argument   to  prove  that  the  in- 
creased population   arofe   chiefly  from  the  great  importations 
that  had  taken  place  within  the  laft  three  years  ;    not  that  ht 
defpaired,  but,  on-  the  contrary,  believed  that  the  plan  he  pn> 
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pofed  would  undoubtedly  tend  to  increafe  the  population  of  the 
iflands  to  fuch  a  degree  as  after  a  few  years  to  render  the  aboli- 
tion fully  adequate  to  their  cultivation.  In  anfwer  to  what  Mr. 
Smith  had  faid  of  there  not  being  any  fuch  fpecies  of  Africans 
as  thofe  bred  for  the  purpofe  of  being  fold  for  flaves,  he  refer- 
red to  certain  pages  of  the  abftraA  of  the  evidence  before  the 
Privy  Council ;  but  he  owned  that  there  appeared  to  be  fome 
confufion,  and  he  believed  that  the  domeftic  flaves  and  others 
were  confounded.  He  read  two  or  three  paffages,  declaring 
however,  that,  after  all,  he  was  not  convinced  that  there  were 
perfons  bred  up  for  the  purpofe  of  being  flaves.  Having  gone 
through  his  argument,  he  faid,  fuch  were^the  outlines  of  his 
plan,  but  he  was  perfeftly  ready  to  withdraw  his  refolution  if 
the  Houfe  infifted  on  it,  although  his  wi(h  was  to  fet  the  minds 
of  the  planters  at  red.  He  agreed  with  his  right  honourable 
friend  as  to  the  jet  of  the  queftion,  and  joined  iflue  with  him 
upon  it,  but  he  really  thought  that  if  the  Committee  would  give 
the  time  propofed,  they  might  abolifli  the  trade ;  but,  on  tBe 
contrary,  if  this  opinion  was  not  followed,  their  children  yet 
unborn  would  not  fee  the  end  of  the  African  trade.  He  con* 
cluded  with  declaring,  that  being  fully  convinced  on  the  fub- 
jeft,  and  believing,  as  he  did,  that  an  abrupt  abolition  of  the 
trade,  fo  far  from  being  attended  with  any  good  consequences. 
Would  do  harm,  and  occafion  ferious  mifchiefs,  he  muft  necef- 
farily  vote  againft  his  noble  friend's  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  in  explanation  faid,  it  was  impoifible  to 
afcertain  the  ages  of  the  flaves  purchafed  in  Africa,  and  at  a 
proper  period  he  would  prove  that  there  were  no  fuch  flaves  in 
Africa  as  Mr.  Dundas  talked  of. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  had  now  but  little  to  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee with. .  The  ftate  of  the  queftion,  thank  God,  was  now 
materially  altered.  All  defence  of  the  trade  itfelf  was  given 
lip.  It  was  univerfally  condemned  to  abolition  at  fome  period 
or  other,  as  inhuman  and  repugnant  to  the  firft  principles  of 
juftice.  How  moft  fpeedily  and  effe&ually  to  deftroy  it,  was 
all  that  remained  for  difcuffion.  He  was  always  of  opinion 
that  immediate  abolition  was  the  onlyjrradicable  cdurfe;  and 
if  it  had  been  poflible  to  confirm  him  more  in  that  opinion,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  arguments  for  gradual  abolition 
*  would  have  done  it^    for  refpe&ing,  as  he  did,  the  talents  of 
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thex  right  honourable  gentleman,    when  he  was  compelled  to 
refort  to  fuch  futile  arguments,    better  he  was  fure  could  not 
be  found. '   The  Committee  was  now  called  upon  to  decide 
this  extraordinary  queftion — whether  they  would  themfelves 
abolifh  a  trade,  which  they  detefted  and  abhorred,  or  leave  it 
:to  be  abolifhed  by  perfons  whom  they  knew  to  be  violently 
prejudiced  in  its  favour,  and  who  profefled  to  have  an  intereft 
.  in  its  continuance. — Why  ?  Becaufe  they  were  told  that  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  planters  they  could  not  abolifh  it  at 
.all*     The  right  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  have  forgot 
his  admonition  to  the  planters,  when  he  opened  his  plan — his 
warning  not  to  oppofe  a  moderate  and  gradual  abolition,   for 
that  the  fuVe  confequence  of  their  obftinacy  would  be  a  much 
more  fudden  and  violent  abolition  than  they  might  otherwife 
obtain.     Surely  this  was  an  admiffion,    that  Parliament  had 
the  power  of  aboliftiing  on  Monday,  and  what  circumftance 
v  had  Once  occurred  to  leflen  that  power    he  was  at  a  lofsto 
conceive.  >  We  have  prohibited  the  importation  of  lumber  and 
provifions  from  the  States  of  America*,*  but,  fays  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  I  am  not  fure  that  you  have  done  this  ef- 
fectually.    It  is  impoffible  to  fay  that  in  any  cafe  of  prohibi- 
tion we  can  prevent  contraband  entirely,  it  is  fufficient  that  we 
,  prevent  it  to  any  confiderable  degree.     But  then  he  tells  us 
-  they  are  not  fo  anxious  to  fmuggle  provifions,    becaufe  they 
get  them  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.     What — is  their  de- 
v  fire  for  getting  flaves  fo  much  greater  than  their  defire  of  food, 
that  they  will  rather  fmuggle  negroes  than  provifions  in  a  fa- 
,mine  ?     And  fuch  they  tell  us  they  have  fuffered  fince  the  pro- 
hibition of  importing  from  the  American  States.     If  we  con- 
-fifcate  the  (hips  that  carry  them  flaves,  their  Juries  and  Judges 
*  will  give  unjuft  decifions.     I  am  not  to  contend  that  the  ver- 
.  dift  of  a  jury  will  never  be  warped  by  prejudice,  but  it  would 
be  paying  the  planters  a  tbad  compliment  to  fuppofe  that  they 
would  decide  fyftematically  againft  evidence,  and  againft  their 
.  confciencies.     Their  judges  ,muft  be  fent  from  this  country, 
,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  have  the  fele&ion  of 
.  them,  and  furely  he  would  not  recommend  prejudiced  perfons 
:  to  His  Majefty's  nomination.     If  this  argument  be  good  for 
any  thing,   it  applies  to  the  whole  monopoly  of  our  colonial 
teade,   the  laws  refpe&ing  which  muft  be  enforced  by  colonial 
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judges  and  colonial  juries.     It  is  in  the  nature  of  every  reftrain- 
ing  law,    that  it  may  require  force  to  put  it  in  execution ;  al- 
though this  is  undoubtedly  the  laft  expedient  to  which  a  wife 
government  would  have  recourfe.     Slaves  are  certainly  more 
difficult  to  fmuggle  than  goods.     A  Have,    if  intended  for  ufe 
•when  imported,  cannot  be  taken  to  pieces  to  pafs  for  another 
commodity,  he  muft  be  landed  in  his  proper  fhape,  and,  after 
all,  he  may  tell  that  he  was  fmuggled,  and  perhaps  bring  proof 
of  the  faft.     Thefe  are,    at  lead,    difficulties  in  the  way  of 
fmuggling,    and  the  difficulty  alone  would  do  almoft  all  the 
good  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  expects  from  his  re- 
gulations.    But  if  it  were  true,  tnat  they  would  be  fupplied  by 
foreign  fhips,  Dutch  or  American,  no  matter  what, — in  God's 
name  let  them  in  any  (hips  but  ours  !    Let  us  wafh  our  hands 
of  the  guilt  of  the  trade — if  other  nations  will  commit  robbery 
and  murder,    that  is  no  reafon  why  we  ihould  imbrue  our 
hands  in  blood.     We  come  at  laft  to  the  futile  bafis  of  his  ar- 
gument, that  the  Weft- India  iflands  will  be  convinced  by  his 
experiment,    and  voluntarily  adopt  the  abolition.     Is  it  a  fair 
way  of  making  an  experiment,  to  truft  it  to  thofe  who  do  not 
wilh  it  to  fucced  ?     If  we  are  ferious  in  this  experiment,    let 
us  pafs  a  bill  to  fufpend  the  trade  for  five  years,  and  fee  whe- 
ther we  fhall  refume  it.     This  is  the  only  rational  way  of  mak- 
ing an  experiment.     But  they  are  alfo  to  be  convinced  by  ar- 
guments and  evidence,   from  which  they  yet  have  felt  no  con- 
Ti&ion.     Their  prejudices  are  to  be  removed  by  fober  reflec- 
tion, and  their  minds  have  time  to  cool. '    Their  prejudices  are 
erroneous  notions  early  imbibed,    which  I  fee  not  how  they 
can  part  with  of  themfelves,  and  the  heat  of  their  minds  arifes 
from  propofing  abolition,  which  will  probably  return  as  often 
as  the  caufe.     To  what  then  do  I  truft  for  abating  that  heat,  if 
the  abolition  be  immediate  ?  To  their  obfervation  of  its  effects 
and  the  force  of  truth — to  the  well-known  maxim, 

f  Magna  eft  Veritas  y  et  pravalebit" 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  refers  them  to  the  calculations 

of  his  right  honourable  friend.     Thefe  calculations  they  have 

had  before  them  fince  laft  year ;    what  hope  then  is  there  that 

*  they  will  be  more  efficacious  than  before  ?    I  will  not  truft  for 
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juftice  in  a  cafe  fuch  as  this  to  the  effe&s  of  reafon  on  prejudi- 
ced men.  Let  us  do  our  duty  by  aboli filing  the  trade,  and 
their  reafon  will  foon  operate.  All  the  arguments  againft  the 
abolition  will  be  juft  as  good  in   1800  as  they  are  at  prefent, 

1  unlefs  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  difcovered  fome  rule 
to  (hew  that  arguments,  which  could  not  even  gain  a  patient 
hearing  in  one  year,  would  produce  conviftion  in  fo  many 
more ;  or  that  his  right  honourable  friend  was  fo  tranfcendent 
a  genius,  that  he  could  perform  fuch  operations  of  addition  and 
Aibtradion  in  one  year,  as  men  of  ordinary  capacity  could  not 
comprehend  in  lefs  than  feven.  This  was  not  a  que  ft  ion  that 
had  come  upon  them  by  furprife/  It  had  been  four  years  in 
agitation,  and  yet  they  were  not  convinced.  If  inquiry  and 
cbfcufiion  would  not  convince  them,  their  minds,  perhaps,  were 
fo  conftruded,  as  to  require  perfeS  ftillnefs  for  its  adoption. — 
On  the  chance  of  fuch  an  operation  of  intellect  I  will  not  con- 
fent  to  rifle  the  honour  and  the  reputation  of  my  country.  They 
fay,  that  although  we  renounce  the  trade,  other  nations  wil| 
follow  it.  It  is  with  nations,  as  with  individuals  ;  they  may 
fometimes  countenance  each  other  in  a  community  of  crimes ; 
but  it  is  one  thing  to  have  done  wrong,  and  another  to  perfift 
in  it.  It  is  one  thing  to  have  embarked  in  an  unjuftifiable 
traffic,  and  another  to  fay  now,  that  we  are  convinced  of  its 
inhumanity  and  injuftice,  we  will  continue  it  a  little  longer 
lor  the,  fake  of  oui  intereft.     The  conduct  of  foreign  nations, 

.  a  condu&  which  1  do  not  believe  foreign  nations  will  purfue, 
can  be  no  excufe  for  us.  Nothing  can  be  fo  deteftable  or  fo 
deftru&ive  of  all  morality,  an  to  argue  from  the  poffibility  or 
adual  exigence  of  crimes  to  the  lawfulnefs  of  committing 
them.  If  I  think  that  a  man  will  be  robbed  and  murdered, 
am  I,  therefore,  to  Cay  it  is  better  that  I  fhould  commit  this 
robbery  and  murder  than  another  ?    I  lfaall  get  five  guineas  by 

1  it,  and  the  prefent  owner  will  not  die  an  hour  the  fooner.-* 
Next  it  was  faid,  we  owe  much  to  the  Weft  Indies.  If  we 
did,  let  us  pay  what  we  owe,  or  fay  that  we  could  not ;  but 
Jet  us  not  fay  that  the  kidnapping  of  240,000  negroes  is  a  fit 
compensation  from  Great  Britain  to  her  colonies.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  propofed  that  we  fhould  carry  off  only 
boys  and  girls.  This  would*  at  leaft,  have  had  the  merit  of 
avowing  that  we  did  the  thing  openly,   and  not  pa  any  jnifc- 
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rable  pretext  that  they  were  convi&ed  of  crimes ;  but  this  is 
now  to  be  abandoned.  I  hope  the  reducing  the  tonnage  em- 
ployed in  the  trade,  is  not  alfo  to  be  abandoned.  This  would 
take  away  about  four-fifths  of  the  fupply,.  and  why  they  fhould 
be  fo  anxious  about  the  other  fifth,  we  are  not  yet  informed.-— 
Would  they  patiently  bear  the  lofs  of  four-fifths,  and  rifle  a 
feparation  with  Great  Britain  for  the  other  ?  I  am  riot  rnuch 
alarmed  by  the  poffibility  of  our  illands  getting  into  habits  of 
intimacy  with  foreigners,  but  if  they  fhould  be  fo  infatuated  as 
to  prefer  the  continuance  of  this  deteftable  and  pernicious  trade 
to  their  connexion  with  this  country,  I  would  not  vote  a  (hil- 
ling of  the  money  of  my  conftituents  to  coerce  them.  This  I 
have  always  faid,  and  always  thought,  and  always  I  was  ufing 
fomething  like  the  coward's  threat,  being  perfuaded,  that  they 
would  confider  the  lofs  of  our  connexion,  and  the  advantages 
they  derive  from  it,  as  the  moft  formidable  threat  that  could  be 
made  to  them.  If  we  abandoned  the  trade,  other  nations  would 
probably  do  fo  too.  If  the  oppofite  arguments  were  good,  no 
nation  would  ever  fet  the  example,  and  it  muft  endure  for  even 
As  the  firft  nation  in  Europe  we  ought  to  fet  the  example,  and 
in  the  caufe  of  juftice  and  humanity  to  claim  the  poft  of  ho- 
nour—of  danger  if  there  were.any.  He  concluded  with  repeat- 
ing, that  he  fhould  vote  for  the  abolition  at  the  end  of  a  fhort 
period,  if  he  could  not  carry  the  immediate  abolition — but  that. 
he  would  vote  againft  a  bill  bearing  fo  diftant  a  period  as  1800 : 
firmly  perfuaded,  that  before  that  time  the  abolition  muft  take 
place 

Mr.  BURDON  faid,  he  had  voted  for  the  gradual  abolition, 
but  would  now  vote  for  the  immediate,  convinced  that  the  lat- 
ter was  pra&icable,  and  the  former  not. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  it  was  his  intention,  had  he 
rifen  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  debate,  to  have  gone  at  large 
into,  the  fubjeft,  in  order  to  have  made  good  his  pledge  to  the 
Houfe  on  Monday  Evening,  to  prove  that  according  to  the  ar- 
guments urged  by  his  honourable  friend,  in  fupport  of  a  gra- 
dual abolition,  it  would  be  impoflible  fbr^him  not  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  his  noble  friend*  Mr.  Wilberforce  acknow- 
ledged that  the  fubjeS  had  been  fa  amply  difcufTed,  that  it  was' 
not  necefTary  for  him  to  trouble  the  Houfe  long,  he  exprefled 
be  pleafure  he  felt,    for  the  fupport  he  had  met  with,  from 
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thofc  whom  he  beft  loved  and  bed  valued,  and  'fait,  he  ihotild 
alfo  confider  the  fupport  he  had  received  from  gentlemen, 
with  whem  he  had  not  a  perfonal  acquaintance,  ias  one  of  the 
happieft  and  proudeft  oircumftances  of  his  life.  That  it  was 
impoffible  for  him  to  fee  the  fubjeft  diftinguiflied,  without  his 
faying  a  few  words  on  it,  and  that  were  there  time,  he  would 
prove  by  the  mod  unanfwerable  arguments  that  every  friend  to 
gradual  abolition  muft  neceflarily  approve  the  refolution  of  his 
right  honourable  friend.  Mr.  Wilberforce  faid,  he  would  add 
but  one  wor.d  more ;  the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him 
had  faid,  can  you  fet  this  fubjeft,  as  it  had  been  termed,  afleep 
by  an  immediate  abolition  of  the  trade  ?  He  anfwered,  that  an 
immediate  abolition  would  be  the  only  fit  way  of  doing  it,  and 
he  declared  for  one,  that  he  could  not  give;  up  the  point  nor 
ceafe  to  purfue  the  fubjeft.  He  had  laft  year  exulted  in  the  re- 
cognition of  the  rights  of  the  Africans  as  fellow-creatures ;  this 
year  they  had  gained  ground  confiderably,  and  they  were  daily 
gaining  ground,  and  in  juftice  to  thofe  conftituents  whom  he 
was  honoured  in  reprcfenting,  and  who  had  unanimously  aU 
moft  exprefled  their  deteftation  of  the  flave  trade,  he  was  bound 
te  perfevere,  if  his  "owii  mind  and  a  fenfe  of  bis  duty  did  not 
compel  him  to  do  to.  He  foid,  he  Could  goon  for  ever  atmoft 
upon  the  fubjeft,  but  he  would  no  longer  trpfpafs  on  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Committee.  *    ' 

The  Committee  divided  on  Lord  Morningtonts;  amend* 
meat. 

Ayes,  109  ;  Noes,  158.     Majority  49. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Thurfday,  26th  April 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  in  rifing  to  make  his  promifed  motion  oft 
the  NewfQundland  fifheries,  faid  that  hefelt  every  reafoij  to  in- 
treat  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  as  it  washis  lot  to  bring  for- 
ward abufinefs,  to  which  few  gentlemen  gave  iraich  attention* 
Before  he  offered  any  motion,  he  fliould  enter  into  a  dry  detail 
of  tfa&s,  but  trufted  he  fliould  be  able  to  coenprofc  them  into  a 
fmali  compafs.  '•."'<  ' 

The  trade  to  Newfoundland  had  always  been  coafidered  as* 
great  national  concern,  bothasafource/of  wealth,  and  as  the 
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foundation  of  our  maritime  ftrength  and  Giperiority.  ;  Themtr-t 
chants  engaged  in  it  took  all  the  materials  for  carrying  it  on* 
the  clothing  and  provifions  for  their  fervants,  from  this  country, 
and  brought  home  the  return  almoft  wholly  in  fpecie  and  bills 
of  exchange,  except  a  fmall  quantity  of  foap,  oil,  and  fugar. 
Manufa&ures  to  the  value  of  6oo,oool.  were  exported  thither 
every  year.  Six  hundred  veffels  were  annually  employed  in  it, 
and  the  regulation  of  taking  put  every  year  a  certain,  number 
of  goeen  men  made  it  a  naval  nurfery  of  very  conftderable  mag* 
nitude. 

He  did  not  wi'fh  to  fpeak  harlhly  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  or 
of  the  noble  Lord  who  prefided  at  it ;  but  he  muft  contend, 
that  die  views  of  that  Board,  taken  lip  from  the  aft  of  Parlia- 
ment, fuppofed  to  have  been  framed  upon  the  fuggeftion  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  were  highly  injurious  to  {he  trade  ;  and  he  was- 

.  ferry  to  add*  that  this  valuable  commerce  had  been  reprefented 
to  him,  asr  having  feen  its  beft  and  brighteft  days*  Such  bur- 
dens and  reftri&ions  had  been  laid  on  the  merchants,  that, 
unlefs  the  Houfe  gave  relief,  he  was  authorized  to  declare,  as 
the  refult  of  much  examination,  that  notwithftanding  the  ex- 
tent of  capital  engaged  in  it,  the  trade  could  not  fubfift  longer 
than  two  or  three  years. 

"The  #Britifh  Council  had  proved,  that  they  did  not  under- 
ftand  the  interfts  of  the  trade,  for  they  had  encouraged  the  bank 
iiftiery,  and  difcouraged  the  refidents  on  the  Ihore ;  whereas 
the  fifli  caught  on  the  bank  -was  much  worfe,  becaufe  lying  fo 
much  longer  uncuredthan  the  fifli  caught  on  the  coafts,  and  it 

-  never  could  be  fold  in  Spain  and-  Portugal  when  any  other  was 
in  the  market.  The  National  Aflembly  of  France  had  alfo, 
by  large  bounties,  put  the  French  into  a  condition  of  beating 
ps  oiit  of  the  foreign  markets.  America  was  becoming  our  ri- 
val, and  unlefs  the  reftri&ions  were  fpeedily  removed,  our 
trade  would  be  (hortly  annihilated ;    upon  thefe  grounds,  he 

'  thought  there  could  be  no  reafonable  obje&ion  to  his  motion, 
that  the  Houfe  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  Newfoundland  trade,  and  the  nature  of  the 
grievances  complained  of  by  the  merchants  engaged  in  the 
filhery. 

Mr.  RYDER  faid,  he  fhould  always  be  ready  to  acquiefce 
*$n  the  propriety  of  inquiry,  when  any  {air  grounds  were  ftated 

3  H  a  . 
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to  (hew  if  neceflary,   but  mult  refift  the  motion  in  this  parti- 
.  cular  inftance,  as  it  was  manifeft  from  the  returns  of  the  Ad- 
mirals on  the  Newfoundland  ftation,   that  the  trade  was  far 
from  being  in  a  date  of  decline. 

Mr.  EDMUND  BASTARD  agreed  to  the  motion  made 
by  his  honourable  friend.  The  merchants  had  never  ceafed  to 
remonftrate  againft  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  They  had  petitioned  year  after  year,  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  and  the  trade  fuffered  fo  much  from  the  reftri&ions  laid 
upon  it,  as  to  be  very  near  ruin. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  dated,  from  authentic  documents,  that 
,  the  number  of  (hips  fent  out  on  the  fiftiery  from  the  ports  of 
Dartmouth,  Falmouth,  Portfmouth,  aijd  Weymouth,  hadde* 
creafed  within  thefe  three  years  by  nbt  lefs  than  84  (hips.  The 
number  of  (hips  employed  by  Briftol  had  decreafed  one-third, 
and  the  number  of  feamen  engaged  in  the  whole  trade,  had 
decreafed  five  or  fix  thoufand.  From  thefe  circumftances  no 
doubt  could  be  entertained,  that  grievances  and  difcourage- 
ments  exilted ;  hut  not  to  interfere  with  public  bufinefs,  be 
fhould  be  content  with  a  Committee  above  (lairs,  or  with  a 
certainty  of  inquiry  .next  year,  and  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Judi- 
cature bill  until  fuch  examination  fhould  be  made. 

Mr.  Serjeant  WATSON  fakjj  the  unufual  complaints  of 
the  merchants  in  his  opinion  wa§  of  itfelf  a  fufficient  ground  pf 
inquiry;  the  apprehenfions  of  the  merchants  were  daily  incra- 
fing,  whether  they  were  real  or  imaginary  he  would  not  take 
upon  him  to  fay  ;  but  he  conceived,  under  all  thefe  cirewp- 
ftances,  that  nothing  lefs  tji^n  an  inquiry  woy}d  quiet  {hofc. 
fears. 

Mr.  BASTARD,  fen.  remarked,  that  there  were  three  pa- 
pers on  the  table,  e*ch  of  which  differed  fo  materially  from 
the  other,  that  it  was  impofli^le,  without  the  ftri&eft  exami- 
nation, to  come  at  the  truth.  The  honourable  Member  then 
went  into  feveral  ftatements,  in  order  to  (hew,  that  in  the 
courfe  of  the  Jaft  year  the  (hipping  employed  in  the  Newfound- 
land fi(hery  had  decreafed  {o  the  amount  of  167.       ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fajd  there  were  two  bills,  the  New- 
foundland Judicature  bill,  and  the  bill  for  regulating  the  trafie 
of  that  ifland.  He  then  explained  the  principles  of  thefe  bills ; 
the  firft  was  directed  to  a  temporary  regulation,  qp*n  to  ame^W 
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merits  in  the  Committee ;  the  fecond  to  a  permanent  regula- 
tion, founded  on  the  fpundeft  policy.  It  certainly  was  the 
j&Jty  of  that  Houfe  to  liften  to  all  complaints,  and  redrefs  fuch 
3s  were  founded  in  real  grievances ;  but  the  feafon  was  too 
far  advanced  to  enter  into  that  general  inquiry  with  effeft,  par- 
ticularly as  he  wifhed  to  attend  it  himfelf,  which  at  prefent  he 
<could  not,  from  the  preflure  of  public  bufinefe  at  the  time  be- 
fore the  Houfe.  . 

Mr.  BROOKE  WATSON  dwelt  on  the  importance  of 
the  Newfoundland  fifliery,  but  was  much  afraid  it  was  on  the 
decline. 

Mr,  M.  A.  TAYLOR  faid,  if  Mr..  Chancellor  Pitt  would 
confent  to  pafs  the  Judicature  bill  as  a  mere  temporary  experi- 
ment, to  put  off  the  bill  for  regulating  the  filhery  till  an  in- 
*  quiry  had  taken  place,  and  alfo  agree  that  the  inquiry  fhould 
take  place  early  in  the  next  feflion,  he  (houid  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  clofed  with  this  propofal,  and  Mr. 
Taylor  withdrew  his- motion. 

The  fjoufe  adjoqrnec}. 

Friday,  2Jtb  ApflU 

.  Mr.  TAYLOR  rofe,  he  faid,  for  the  purpofe  of  makjng 
his  promifed  motion  for  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
evils  arifing  from  lotteries,  and  he  affiired  the  Houfe,  that 
fee  fhould  occupy  a  very  ftiort  part  pf  their  time  indeed. 
When  lie  firft  undertook  to  oppofe  raj fing  money  by  a  lot- 
tery, and  making  the  plan  a  permanent  fyftem,  he  had 
been  folely  afluated  by  the  hope,  that  he  fhould  induce  the 
JJoufe  ferioufly  to  inquire  into  the  enormous  evils  of  which 
that  pernicious  fyftem  of  gambling  was  productive.  Mr, 
Taylor  declare4  he  felt  a  confiderable  degree  of  fatisfa£lion 
and  pjeafwre,  in  the  general  concurrence  of  the  Houfp  in 
his  opinion  on  the  fubjeft,  an4  i&  the  fupport  of  gentle- 
men, with  whom,  pn  moft  topips,  he  had  feldoig  had  the 
happinefs  to  agree.  He  had  received  feveral  plans  for  a 
fuccedaneum  for  the  lottery,  and  had  examined  their  princi- 
ples, and confidered  their  operation;  but  he  had  not  found 
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cme  of  them,  that  while  it  had  remedied  the  evils  of  the 
lottery  in  the  leaft  com  pen  fated  for  the  lofs  of  that  branch 
of  revenue,  and  fome  of  them  propofed  pains  and  penalties, 
at  the  idea  of  which,  he  could  not  but  fhudder.  He  ftfong- 
ly  cenfured  the  conduct  of  the  infpe&or  of  the  lottery.-— 
With  regard  to  infurance,  however,  if  it  were  entirely  put 
a  Hop  to,  tickets,  which  were  at  prefent  16I.  would  fall 
mrft  probably  to  10J.  or  lefs.  He  mentioned  fome  facls, 
relative  to  the  infurance  offices,  and  faid,  that  they  were 
fuffered  to  exift  even  under  the  very  nofe  of  the  Treafury, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.— 
Amongft  other  houfes  of  that  description,  he  part icolari fed 
one,  which  he  faid  was  kept  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Phi- 
lips, under  the  direction  of  one  Potter,  at  No.  3,  Charles 
Greet,  Weftminfter  ;  that  a  per  centage  of  61.  on  all  the  pro- 
fits was  allowed  him,  and  that  when  the  lottery  was  over. 
Potter  returned  into  the  country,  and  came  back  to  town  at 
the  opening  of  the  lottery. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  begged  leave  to  repeat  the  obfer- 
ration,  that  he  had  formerly  made,  namely,  that  lotteries 
were  fo  detrimental  to  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  the 
evils  of  them  fo  predominant,  that  he  was  forry  a  Minifter 
ftould  ever  have  recourfe  to  fuch  a  mode  of  revenue,  and 
trufted  that  they  would  not  be  long  fuffered  to  exift. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved,  "  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
"  pointed  to  inquire,  how  far  the  laws  to  prevent  illegal 
"  infurance,  and  other  evils  arifing  from  lotteries,  had  been 
"  effe&ual  to  their  object. " 

Mr.  DRAKE  feconded  the  motion. 

The  queftion  was  put  and  agreed  to,  and  the  Committee 
immediately  appointed,   and  ordered  to  fit. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved,  "  That  the  order  of 
"  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
44  to  confider  farther  of  the  meafures  to  be  adopted  for  the 
44  gradual  abolition  of  the  flave  Wade,  be  read ;"  it  was  read 
accordingly,  and  the  Houfe  immediately  iefoived  itfelf  into  a 
Committee,  Mr.  Beaufoy  in  the  chair. 
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•The  chairrhan  then  read  the  refolutioR,  viz.  u  That  it  is 
**  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  it  (hall  not  be  lawful  to 
4t  import  any,  African  negroes  into  any  Britifh  colonies  or  {dan* 
4t  tations  in  (hips  owned  or  navigated  by  Britifh  fubje&s,  at 
f€  any  time  after  the  firft  day  of  January  1800." 

Lord  MORNINGTON,  retaining  all  the  feelings  which 
aftuated  him  on  a  former  debate  upon  this  fubjeft,  lamented 
that  he  had  been  unfuccefsful  in  the  amendment  which  he  pro- 
pofed?  and  being  fenfible  alfo  that  it  was  the  opinion  and  unU 
form  fentiment  of  the  Houfe  that  there  fhould  be  in  this  buii- 
nefs  as  little  evil  as  poffible,  he  could  not  bring  his  mind  to 
confent  to  the  continuance  of  this  trade  for  one  hour  without 
horror  and  deteftation.  Had  he  followed  the  impulfe  of  his 
own  heart,  he  (hould  have  propofed  for  the  total  abolition  of 
this  odious,  abominable  traffic,  the  fecond  day  of  January, 
1793,  immediately  after  the  Houfe  had  determined  by  a  majo-* 
rity,  that  it  (hould  not  be  on  the  firft  day  of  January,  1793. 
He  was  forry  that  fo  infamous  a  traffic  (hould  exift  for  one 
hour — upon  the  juftice  of  it  nothing  could  be  faid — upon  the 
humanity  of  it  nothing  could  be  faid,— he  meant  that  nothing 
fcut  execration  and  horror  could  be  expreflgd — being  deftitute 
of  principle — being  hated  by  all  good  men,  and  as  far  as  re-* 
garded  its  juftice  or  humanity,  abandoned  by  its  own  advo- 
cates ;  what  could  be  faid  upon  the  fubjeS — what  queftion 
was  there  upon  the  continuance  of  a  trade  fo  odious,  fo  hate- 
ful, fo  difgufting — none  but  one — cf  At  what  period  did  we 
€€  think  it  poffible  we  (hould  obtain  its  complete  abolition  ?** 
But  fome  general  obfervations  had  been  made  on  the  poffible 
effe&  of  an  immediate  abolition,  and  on  the  unfitnefs  of  the'' 
iflands  for  any  other  fort  of  trade  than  that  which  is  carried  on 
by  the  negroes  ;  he  recounted  the  different  articles  of  cultiva- 
tion, (hewing  that  there  was  not  the  lead  neceflity  for  the  frefli 
importation  of  negroes,  even  for  the  purpofes  of  the  prefent 
trade  ;  but  the  truth  was,  that  the  iflands  were  capable  of  other 
cultivation  ;  here  he  paid  a  compliment  to  an  honourable  Mem- 
ber, who  had  in  fovgenerous  and  candid  a  manner  mentioned 
the  aftonilhing  eff^l  of  the  plough  upon  thefe  lands*  But 
there  was  an  argufaent  of  great  weight  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  queftion,  and  much  infifted  upon,  namely*  that  confider* 
able  time-  (hould  be  allowed  for  the  force  of  truth  to  operate  on 
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the  minds' of  the  planters  and  perfons  interefted  in  this  trade, 
and  that  for  that  purpofe  we  (hould  enable  them  to  make  ex- 
periments for  a  confiderable  time.  Now  the  way  in  which  he* 
ftould  put  this  point  was  this — Suppofing  that  the  propriety  of 
the  abolition  of  the  (lave  trade  was  a  truth,  and  fuppoftng  the 
planters  and  other  perfons  who  urged  the  continuance  of  this 
trade  to  have  hard  heads — He  had  onvcrfed  with  many— 
Some  of  them  had  neither  hard  heads  or  hearts— none  of  them 
hard  heads*  But  fuppoflng  their  hearts  to  be  flint,  and  their 
beads  to  be  hard,  and  therefore  not  eafily  moved — the  queftion 
tfcen  would  be — u  What-  effe£t  a  troth  of  a  given  force  would 
**  have  on  a  head  of  a  given  hardnefs  r"  He  believed  the 
Committee  would  fee  of  opinion,  that  the  time  propofedfor  the 
porpofe  of  convincing  their  judgement  was  much  too  long ; 
for  that,  in  point  of  fa&,  they  were  convinced  already,  and  it 
was  nothing  but  mean  and  fordid  avarice  that  induced  them  to 
wifh  for  the  continuance  of  this  abominable,  infamous,  bloody 
traffic — this  commerce  in  human  flefli— this  fpilling  of  human 
Mood — this  facrifke  of  human  right — this  injury  to  juftice, 
this  outrage  to  humanity,  this  difgrace  to  human  nature, — 
Private  follies  had  fometimes  been  excufed  by  the  charitable. 
They  affected  chiefly  thofe  who  difplayed  them.  They  were 
fobje&s  of  compaflion  to  fome,  and  from  the  mod  fevere  they 
met  with  nothing  beyond  ridicule.  But  for  crimes,  and  thofe 
cf  the  moft  public,  notorious,  hateful,  detefted  nature,  nothing 
could  be  ftjd  in  excufe  or  palliation.  Every  hour  that  this  ne- 
farious traffic  was  allowed  to  be  continued,  was  a  difgrace  to 
Great  Britain*  He  was  convinced  that  the  time  propofed  was 
much  too  long ;  and  therefore  he  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  refolution,  which  was  after  the  words,  "  at  any  time," 
be  inserted  the  words,  "  the  firft  day  of  January  179s*" 

Mr.  R.  HOBART  was  convinced  that  three  years  were  fuf- 
ficient  for  air  the  purpofes  belonging  to  this  trade  to  bring  it  to 
a  conclufion.  It  was  ftatejj  to  exift  by  charter,  what  if  it  did  I 
Were  three' years  not  time  enough  by  term  of  notice  for  its  dis- 
continuance I  Was  there  any  more  allowed  to  the  EafiVIndia 
Company,  who  held  their  charter,  whofe  trade  was  lefsfubjeft 
to  control  than  this,  and  from  King  William  ?  They  had  in 
faft  but  three  years  notice  of  a  discontinuance  of  their  charter ( 
in  truth  there  was  not  the  colour  of  juftice  in  their  ajking  fof 
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time.  Me  (hould,  however,  not  vote  for  the  abolition  of  this 
trade  at  even  the  time  propofed,  if  he  thought  it  would  be,  as 
was  dated,  the  ruin  of  the  Weft-India  iflands  ;  he  was  con* 
vinced  the  contrary  was  the  faft  ;  this  convi&ion  he  owed  to 
the  debate  on  this  fubjeft  on  a  former  night ;  for  he  came  to 
the  Houfe  on  that  evening  with  a  mind  perfe&ly  open  to  infor* 
mat  ion  on  the  fubjeS,  and  he  was  ready  to  confefs  he  had  been 
fully  fatisfied  in  that  debate.  He  could  not  help  congratulating 
that  Houfe  and  the  Public  on  the  abolition  of  the  (lave  trade, 
for  it  might  now  be  faid  to  have  taken  place.  The  trade  had 
been  declared  odious  and  deteftable  by  a  vote  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  it  was  agreed  that  it  (hould  be  abolifhed.- — / 
There  was  one  happy  reflection  that  refulted  from  this.  The 
people  of  England  were  taught  by  it,  that  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  influence  and  intrigue  might  be  employed,  but 
could  not  prevail  againft  juftice.  Truth,  humanity  and  juftice, 
clearly  proved,  will  always  be  fupported  and  protefted  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  DRAKE  faid,  though  a  compenfation  was  not  exprefsly 
confented  to,  from  what  gentlemen  had  faid,  he  faw  upon  a 
ftrong  cafe  being  made  out,  it  would  be  given,  which  he  was 
glad  of,  as  he  had  ever  thought,  that  a  compenfation  ought  to 
!>e  made  to  thofe,  who  might  fufFer  by  the  abolition.  The 
amendment,  however,  of  the  noble  Lord,  was  fo  near  his 
own  idea  on  the  fubje&,  that  he  could  not  but  yield  it  his 
hearty  fupport,  and  (hould  vote  for  it  accordingly.  The  plea 
of  eje&ment  of  the  (lave  trade  was  not  founded,  Mr.  Drake 
faid,  on  a  ludicrous  ftatute  of  Charles  the  Second,  but  on  a 
Tubfequent  conftitutional  a&  of  King  William,  ^nd  a  ftatute  of 
George  the  Second. 

Mr.  ADDINGTON  (the  fipeakerj  faid,  that  having  in  a 
late  debate  on  the  fubjeft,  voted  that  the  (lave  trade  ought  to 
be  gradually  aboliflied,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  ftate  to  the 
Committee  the  ideas  he  entertained  on  the  mode  of  carrying 
that  refolution  into  effeft..  What  he  h^d  heard  from  a  noble 
Lord  behind  him,  had  afforded  him  fenfations  of  the  livelieft 
joy  and  the  greateft  pleafure  ;  and  what  had  been  faid  by  the 
noble  Lord  laft  Wednefday  had  been  particularly  grateful  to 
his  mind  from  feelings  of  perfonal  regard  which  he  entertained 
for  his  Lordfliip.     Let  the  opinions  of  gentlemen,   however, 
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be  what  they  might,    he  fhould  proceed  to  ftate.  his  fentiments 
on  the  fubjeft.     The  interval  between  the  refolution,  that  the 
trade  be  aboliihed,  and  the  period  at  which  the  abolition  woulcl 
take  place,    he  admitted  to  be  a  raoft  dreadful  interval.    He 
had  dated  the  trade  to  be  abandoned,  and  he  begged  to  remind 
the  Committee,    and  intreated  them  to  confider  the  circum- 
ftance,  that  he  never  had  mentioned  one  word  as  to  the  juftice 
of  the  trade,   but  he  had  merely  noticed  the  juftice  of  thofe 
claims  tha^t  might  be  made  by  the  perfons  who  would  be  affect- 
ed by  its  abolition.    If  the  interefts  of  the  planters  were  aban- 
doned,   the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  he  was  convinced, 
would  never  he  effected.     How  was  it  poflible,  he  afked,  when 
the  means  of  population  were  taken  away  to  fupply  the  great 
deficiency  ? '  How  could  they  fill  the  chafm  that  they  created  ? 
What  he  had  ftated  was  the  refult  of  his' real  fentiments,  of 
his  real  opinion.     In  certain  conditions  of  fociety,  there  were, 
he  obferved,  combinations  of  juftice,   of  policy,  of  humanity 
and  of  intereft,    that  rendered  it  almoft  impoflible  to  look  to 
,  the  ultimatum,  or  he  fliould  rather  fay  the  maximum,  of  one 
withput  Gountera&ing  that  of  the  other ;  the  queftion  was  net, 
he  faid,  between  blood  and  gold,  nor  between  what  now  a&u- 
ally  was,  and  what  might  be  hereafter,    but  it  was  whether  an 
immediate  or  a  gradual  abolition  would  beft  effect  the  obje& 
which  the  Committee  had  in  view :  for  his  pa,rt,  he  thought, 
that  objeft  would  be  moft  fafely  and  certainly  attained,  by  pro- 
trafting  the  period  of  abolition,  and  therefore  he  wifhed  1796 
were  tfie  year  propofed  inftead  of  that  contained  in  the  amende 
ment. 

He  was  convinced  that  neither  the  welfare  of  the  Weft-In-  L 
dia  iflands — the  juftice  due  to  the  fupporters  of  the  trade— nor 
even  the  happinefs  of  Africa,  would  be  promoted  by  an  aboli- 
tion at  a  fliorter  period.  Here  he  recapitulated  the  arguments 
which  had  been  often  urged  in  favour  of  the  gradual  abolition ; 
particularly  thdfe  which  favoured  certain  regulations  with  re- 
gard to  the  improvement  of  the  morals,  and  the  increafe  of 
the  population  of  the  negroes.  He  explained  points  which  he 
had  touched  on  in  the  former  debate,  and  removed  all  impref- 
fions  that  had  been  fuppofed  to  be  falfely  taken  in  the  courfe  of 
Jiis  former  fpeech  ;  and  obferved  he  was  decidedly  of  opinio^ 
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that  the  period  he  had  mentioned  was  abfolutely  neceflary  for 
the  graduatabolition  of  the  trade. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  lamented  that  his  efforts  on  this 
fubjedt  had  hitherto  not  been  fuccefsful,  but  he  was  confolcd 
with  the  thought  that  the  Houfe  had  come  to  a  refolution  de- 
clarative of  the  infamy  of  this  trade — that  all  parties  had  con- 
curred in  reprobating  it — that  even  its  advocates  had  been 
compelled  to  acknowledge  its  infamy.     The  queftion  now  was 
only  the  continuance  of  this  abominable  traffic,  which  even  its 
friends  thought  fo  intolerable,    that  it  ought  to  be  crofted* 
Jamaica  had  imported  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  negroes 
in  the  courfe  of  twenty  years,  and  this  was  admitted  to  be  only 
one  tenth  of  the  trade.     Was  there  even,   could  there  be  any 
thing  beyond  the  enormity  of  this  infamous  traffic  ?     The  very 
thought  of  it  was  beyond  human  endurance.     But  it  was  al- 
lowed that  the  trade  was  infamous ;  but  the  abolition  of  it  was 
refolvable  to  a  queftion  of  expediency ;  and  then  when  the  trade 
was  argued  as  a  commercial  cafe,   then  its  advocates,  in  order 
to  continue  it,    deferted  even  the  principles  of  comnterce,  fo 
that  it  fecmecT  that  a  traffic  in  the.  liberty,   the  blood,  the  life* 
of  human  beings,    was  not  to  have  even  the  advantages  of  the 
common  rules  of  arithmetic  which  governed  all  other  commer- 
cial dealings.     The  point  now  in  difpute  was  only  one  year* 
as  he  underftood,    for  that  the  amendment  propofed  the  year 
1795  for  the  abolition,  while  the  year  1796  was  only  contend- 
ed for  on  the  other  fide.     As  to  thofe  who  were  concerned  irl 
the  trade,  a  year  would  not  make  much  difference,  but  did  it' 
make  no  alteration  to  the  unhappy  (laves  ?     It  was  true  that  in 
the  courfe  of  commercial  concerns  in  general  it  was  faid  fome- 
times  to  be  beneath  the  magnanimity  of  a  man  of  honour  to 
infift  on  a  fcrupulous  exa&nefs  in  his  own  favour  upon  a  dif- 
puted  item  in  accounts,  but  did  it  make  any  part  of  our  mag- 
nanimity to  be  exa&  in  our  own  favour  in  the  traffic  of  human 
blood.     When  a  man  gave  up  500I.  or  1O0I.  againft  himfelf 
upon  a  complicated  reckoning,    he  was  called  generous,    and 
when  he  infifted  on  _it  in  his  own  favour  he  was  deemed  nig- 
gardly ;    the  common  courfe,    when  parties  disagreed,  was, 
what  the  vulgar  phrafe  called,    "  to  fplit  the  difference."     If 
he  could  feel  that  he  was  to  calculate  upon  the  fubjed  in  this 
way,  the  fide  on  which  he  fhould  determine  it  was  in  favour  of 
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the  unhappy  fufferers — not  of  thofe  who  opprefled  them.  But 
this  one  year  was  only  to  (hew  the  planters  that  Parliament 
were  willing  to  be  liberal  to  them.  "  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  I  do 
"  not  underftand  the  complimenting  away  the  lives  of  fo  many 
"  human  beings.  I  do  not  underftand  jthe  principle  on  which 
4  '.  a  few  individuals  are  to  be  complimented,  and  their  minds 
"  fet  at  reft  at  the  expence  and  total  facrifice  of  the  intereft, 
"  the  fecurity,  the  happinefs  of  a  whole  quarter  of  this  world, 
"  which  from  our  foul  practices  has  for  a  vaft  length  of  time 
"  been  a  fcene  of  mifery  and  horror.  I  fay,  becaufe  I  feel, 
if  that  every  hotjr  you  continue  this  trade,  you  are  guilty  of  an 
u  offence  beyond  your  power  to  atone  for,  and  by  your  indul* 
il  gence  to  the  planters,  thoulknds  of  human  beings  are  to  be 
"  miferable  for  ever."  Notwithftanding  the  bill  pafTed  for  re- 
gulating the  Middle  Paflage,  even  now  the  lofs  of  the  trade  was 
no  lefs  than  ten  per  cent ;  fuch  was  ftill  the  mortality  of  this 
deleterious  traffic.  lt  Every  year,"  faid  he,  "  in  which  you 
"  continue  this  abominable  trade,  you  add  thoufands  to  the  ca- 
u  talogue  of  mifery,  which  if  you  could  behold  in  a  fingle  in- 
11  ftance  you  would  revolt  with  horror  from  the  fcene,  but  the 
"  fize  of  the  mifery  prevents  you  from  beholding  it.  Five 
V  hundred  out  of  one  thoufand  that  are  taken  in  this  traffic, 
"  perifli  in  this  fcene  of  horror  y  are  miferable  viftims  brought 
"  to  their  graves ;  this  is  the  effedt  of  this  fyftem  of  fiavery.— 
"  The  remaining  part  of  this  miferable  group  are  tainted  both 
"  in  body  and  in  mind,  covered  with  difeafe  and  infeftion, 
u  tainting  the  very  earth  on  which  they  tread,  and  the  air  in 
u  which  they  breathe,  carrying  with  them  the  feeds  of  peftilence 
"  and  infurreftion  to  your  iflands.  Let  me  then  afk  the  Houfc 
"  whether  I  am  improperly  preffing  upon  the  Houfe  a  quef- 
"  tion,  whether  they  can  derive  any  advantage  from  thefe 
'*  doubtful  efFe&s  of  a  calculation  on  the  continuance  of  the 
"  traffic  ;  and  whether  they  think  that  two  will  not  be  better 
"  than  three  years  for  its  continuance  ?  I  feel  the  infamy  of 
'*  the  trade  fo  heavily,  the  impolicy  of  it  fo  clearly,  that  I  am 
"  afliamed  I  have  not  been  able' to  convince  the  Houfe  to  aban- 
"  don  it  altogether  at  an  inftant— to  pronounce  with  one  voice 
"  the  immediate  and  total  abolition.  There  is  no  excufe  for 
"  us,  feeing  this  infernal  traffic  as  we  do.  It  is  the  very  death 
"  of  juftice  to  utter  a  fyllable  in  fupport  of  it.    Sir,  I  know 
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"  I  ftate  this  fubjeft  with  warmth — I  feel  it  is  impoflible 
"  for  me  not  to  do  fo,  or  if  it  was,  I  mould  deteft  myfelf 
"  for  the  exercife  of  moderation.  I  cannot,  without  fuffer- 
"  ing  every  feeling  and  every  paffion  that  ought  to  rife  in 
"  the  caufe  of  humanity  to  fleep  within  me,  fpeak  coolly 
"  upon  fuch  a  fubjeft.  Did  they  feel,  as  1  think  they 
"  ought,  I  am  fure  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe  would  be 
"  with  us  for  a  total  and  immediate  abolition  of  this  abo- 
"  minable  traffic  " — As  to  the  probability  upon  this  fubjeft, 
n"  that  in  the  year  1795,  the  plantations  will  not  be  in  a  ftate 
fit  to  carry  on  bufinefs  without  the  importation  of  frefli  ne- 
groes, he  would  fay,  that  there  was  no  probability  of  that 
conclufion.  They  would  be  in  a  fituation  in  1795  to  go  on 
without  importation — they  would  be  in  that  fituation  in  1794, 
they  would  be  in  that  fituation  in  1793,  for  he  had  proved 
them  to  be  in  that  fituation  in  1788.  In  fhort,  unlefs.he 
had  mifunderftood  the  fubjeft,  and  unlefs  fome  reafon,  much 
fuperior  to  any  he  had  yet  heard,  were  adduced,  he  mould 
think  it  the  moft  fingular  aft  that  ever  was  done  by  a  delibe- 
rative aflembly,  to  refufe  to  affent  to  the  propofed  amend- 
ment ;  it  was  by  a  refolution  declared  to  be  the  firft  objeft  of 
their  defire,  the  firft  object  of  their  duty,  and  the  firft  objeft 
of  their  inclination. 

Mr.  ADDINGTON  rofe  to  explain.  He  reflated  a  paf- 
fage  or  two  of  his  fpeech,  which  he  was  anxious  to  have  cor- 
rectly underftood* 

Colonel  TARLETON  faid,  he  rofe  to  comply  with  the 
cordial  wifhes  of  his  heart  in  fpite  of  every  perverfion  of  ar- 
gument, and  every  mifreprefentation  of  fa£t  by  the  honour- 
able and  right  honourable  orators  of  that  Houfe,  who  had 
declared,  that  fuch  means  were  juftifiable  to  attain  fo  great 
an  end  as  the  abolition  of  the  Have  trade.  As  the  right  ho- 
nourable orators  who  had,  and  certainly  ought  to  have,  the 
jjreateft  authority  in  that  Houfe,  on  account  of  the  fplendor 
of  their  abilities,  had  thought  proper  to  join  in  the  prefent 
lace  for  popularity,  it  would  be  fruitlefs  for  him  to  attempt 
to  item,  the  tide  of  clamour  and  prejudice  ;  yet  he  would 
ftill  content  himfelf  in.  making  a  fhort  appeal  to  the  good 
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fenfe  and  judgement  of  the  Houfe,  as  thaprote&ors  of  men, 
whofe  characters  had  been  loaded  with  every  vituperative 
epithet  that  malice  could  invent,  or  calumny  could  beftow. 
He  trufted  therefore  that  they  would  fee  juftice  done  to 
thofe,  who  had  riiked  their  fortunes  in  a  trade  eftablifhed 
for  centuries,  on  the  faith  of  Parliament,  and  which  ought 
not  to  be  condemned  on  account  of  the  mifdeeds  of  a  few 
wicked;  unprincipled  and  unfeeling  individuals.  Nothing 
he  faid  could  exalt  men,  nor  approximate  them  to  Heaven 
fo  much  as  exercifing  their  reafon,  and  difpenfing  judge- 
ment and  juftice,  and  attending  to  the  diflates  of  humanity* 
He  relied  therefore  on  the  dignity,  honour  and  juftice  of  the 
Houfe,  and  placed  his  conftituents  in  their  hands,  confident 
that  they  would  not  a£t  inconfiftently  with  their  duty  or 
their  charafier. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  affured  gentlemen 
that  he  had  forborne  fo  long  from  addreffing  his  fentiments, 
becaufe  he  dreaded  to  deliver  them.  He  rofe  then  merely, 
in  his  own  juftification,  to  ftate  to  the  Committee,  and  to 
the  Public,  what  had  been  the  fentiments  he  entertained, 
1  and  which  had  guided  him  in  the  vote  he  had  given,  and 
ihould  again  give  that  night.  He  had  a  right  to  fpeak  his 
opinion,  let  it  accord  or  not  with  that  of  other  gentlemen ; 
and  he  did  declare,  that  he  was  as  warm  a  friend  to  the  abo- 
lition of  the  flave  trade  as  his  right  honourable  friend,  and 
that  he  wiftiedto  vote  for  the  queftion  that  his  right  honour- 
able friend  adopted,  to  whofe  conduct  in  this  matter  he 
gave  qvery  degree  of  credit,  but  that  he  dared  not  vote  for 
the  queftion.  He  faid,  he  had  been  deterred  from  giving 
his  opinion  on  the  queftion  hitherto  by  various  reafons.— 
The  inhabitants  of  the  Weft-India  iflands  were  fubje&s,  it 
was  true,  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  but  they  were 
certainly  qualified  iubje&s.  In  what  relation  were  they 
fubjefts  ?  Not  by  compulfion  of  force,  but  by  the  ties  of 
union,  and  the  bond  of  interefts,  and  the  moment  the  bond 
was  diflolved,  there  was  end  of  the  compaft.  The  Weft- 
India  colonifts  under  the  fan&ion  of  Parliament,  and  th* 
protection  of  Great  Britain,   had  laid  out  large  fums,  and 
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embarked  in  the  trade  we  were  now  about  to  abolifh.    He 
fiated,  that  we  had  kept  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  to  the  Weft 
Indies  in  our  own  hands,  and  we  had  a  right  undoubtedly 
fo  to  do*     His  right  honourable  friend  had  called  for  at) 
anfwer  to  certain  points,  but  he  declared  it  was  totally  out 
of  his  power  to  give  any,  becaufe  he  dared  not  enter  the  lifts 
with  him,  as  he  could  have  no  chance  in  fuch  a.  controverfy. 
The  moment  America  ceafed  to  belong  to  us,    it  was  fair 
fpr  us  to  fay  as  we  had  faid  to  the  Weft-India  iflands,  "  You 
"  (hall  not  be  fupplied  from  thence,    we  will  fupply  you 
u  with  provifions,w  and  the  faft  was,  we  had  fupplied  the 
iflands  ever  fince.     He  adverted  to  the  arguments  of  laft 
year,    and  contended  that  they  differed  greatly  from  thofe 
ufed  now.     It  had  then  been  faid,  that  flaves  were  imported 
merely  to  be  worked  up,  and  then  were  fent  away,  which 
occafioned  the  great  difparity  of  the  fexes.     He  declared  he 
had  not  voted  laft  year,  becaufe  he  could  not  fide  either  with 
thofe  who  prefled  for  an  immediate  abolition,  or  with  thofe 
"who  oppofed  abolition  altogether,   and  therefore  he  had 
gone  away.     He  was  now,    he  faid,    for  a  gradual  aboli- 
tion,   becaufe  that   was,    he  believed,    practicable,  and  he 
was  convinced,  if  we  could  not  abolifh  the  trade  with  the 
free  will  of  the  Weft-India  iflands  we  could  not  effect  an 
abolition  at  all.     He  declared  he  had  not  beard  a  fingle  ar- 
gument why  1796  was  better  than  1795  or  1793,  and  he 
defired  gentlemen   not  to  vote  for   1795,    merely  becaufe 
they  had  the  other  night  voted  for  1793.     He  was  ready  to 
vote  for  I793>    hecaufe  he  knew  that  all  that  he  could  do 
would  not  prevent  the  abridgement  of  what  he  conceived 
to  be,  a  proper  period  0/  poftponement.   He  faid,  would  to 
God,  that  all  flavery  were  abolilhed,  but  that  he  could  not 
.extend  his  hands,    they  were  not  long  enough  to  do  any 
good,  and  he  did  not  believe  he  had  a  right  to  abolifh  the 
trade. 

Lord  C ARHAMPTON,  after  a  word  or  two  of  exor- 
dium, {rating  why  he  had  referved  his  fentiments  hitherto 
on  this  fubje#,  faicl,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  know  how  long 
the  great  and  minor  orators  of  that  Houfe,  for  fuch  he  con 
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iidered  them,  meant  to  continue  abufing  Weft-India  mer- 
chants and  planters,  and  the  gentlemen  of  Liverpool  and 
Briftol,  concerned  in  the  African  trade?  Gentlemen  might 
talk  of  inhumanity,  but  he  did  not  know  what  right  any 
gentleman  had  to  do  fo  inhumane  a  thing,  as  to  inflift  a 
fpeech  of  four  hours  long  on  a  fet  of  innocent,  worthy  and 
refpedlable  men.  Gentlemen  had  continued  this  abufe  day 
after  day  both  in  their  long  and  fliort  fpeeches,  fome  of 
which  would  have  been  equally  proper  for  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, a  pulpit  or  a  conventicle.  If  there  had  not  been  a 
back  door  behind  the  Speaker's  chair  for  infirm  gentlemen 
to  efcape,  he  did  believe,  they  would  haVe  died  on  thefpot, 
as  the  long  fpeeches  reminded  him  6f  Bunbury's  long  flory, 
without  fuggefting  any  thing  like  the  fame  pleafant  ideas. 
Thefe  long  fpeeches  defamatory  of  the  character  of  the 
merchants  of  Liverpool  and  Briftol  previous  to  the  obvious 
intention  to  rob  them  of  their  property,  he  declared,  re- 
minded him  of  the  old  ftory  of  a  fiave  on  board  a  fhip,  com- 
manded by  a  Captain  who  had  been  fuccefsful  in  life,  who 
had  made  many  harangues  in  that  Houfe,' and  who  now  ha- 
rangued elfewhere.  The  ftory  was,  that  when  the  flave  was 
tied  up  and  going  to  be  flogged,  he  looked  over  his  (houl- 
der,  and  feeing  his  Captain  beginning  to  fpeak  to  him,  faid, 
*6  Captain,  if  you  pleafe  to  flog  me,  flog  me,  but  if  you 
*c  intend  to  fpeech  me,  fpeech  me,  but  don't  flog  me  and 
"  fpeech  me  too."  It  was  very  good  policy,"  his  Lordfliip 
confefl&l,  to  deprive  men  of  their  charadter  firft,  before  they 
deprived  them  of  their  property,  and  it  refembled  the  prac- 
tice that  prevailed  in  this  country  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
the  Fifth,  when,  previous  to  the  plunder  of  the  Lollards, 
care  was  taken  to  render  them  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple; the  fame  thing  was  done  in  ftill  remoter  periods  of  our 
hi  ftory,  by  the  Knights  Templars,  and  he  remembered  a 
circumftance  of  that  kind  in  Portugal,  where, when  the  in- 
quifttion  meant  to  put  an  innocent  girl  to  death  for  herefy, 
or  fome  nonfenfe  of  that  fort,  they  endeavoured  to  poifon 
and  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  populace  by  cutting  ofFher 
aofe,  and  expofing  her  in  that  disfigured  ftate,  infinuating 
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pt  the  fame  time,  that  it  was  occafioned  by  a  fcandalous  dif- 
ori$r.     One  honourable  gentleman,  hefaid,  had  let  fall  an. 
expreffion  in  the  warmth  of  his  argument,    which  in  hi* 
Cooler  moments  he  would  doubtlefs  regret ;  he  had  faid,  if> 
the  Weft-India  iflands  will  not  give  up  the  African  flave 
trade,  let  them  go  J     Expreffion  &  not  more  dangerous  th^n 
this  had  been  made  in  the  National  Affembly,  which  occa- 
fioned all  the  maflacre  and  difafters  in  St.  Domingo;    ^ 
Member  had  faid  in  debate  there,    "  Let   the  Weft-Indui 
€t  iflands.  perifh,  foonerthan  I  will  part  with  my  principle  ;* 
that  expreffion  fet  fire  to  the  brand,  and  occafioned  all  the 
miferies  that  took  place  in  the  ifl?nd  :  and  the  fa£fc  was,  thp 
pbolfcionifts,    thofe  negro  philanthropes,  feemed  defirou* 
of'  producing  fimilar  effects  in  our  iflands,    where  the  ne- 
groes wanted  but  three  things,    which  were,  to  murder 
their  matters,  ravifti  their  women,  and  drink  all  their  rum. 
The  honourable  gentleman,  therefore,  kindly  granted  the 
r)egroes  but  one  favour,    but  that  was,  affording  them  ar* 
opportunity  and  the  means  of  doing  all  three.     Thus  they 
would  get  rid  of  the  Weft-India  planters  compleatly,  they 
would  pay  nothing  for  it,  and  thus  murder  would  be  fane* 
tioned  by  parliamentary  authority.     Thebeft  way  to  efie$ 
all  this,  was  to  occafion  infurre&ions,  which  the  negroes 
were  always  meditating,  when  many  of  them  got  together, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  to  enable  them  to  collect  ia 
bodies,  would  forfooth,  teach  the  negroes  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion, and  aflemble  them  for  that  purpofe  in  churches,— r 
He  would  take  no  other  notice,    his  Lordfhip  faid,  of  th$ 
numerous  petitions  on  the  table,  than  to  fay  that  they  had 
been  procured  from  the  iflands  of  Scotland,  and  the  moun«r 
tarns  of  Wales,  by  the  Members  of  that  enlightened  fociety 
held  in  the  Old  Jewry  !     He  declared  he  was  willing  to> 
give  all-the  friends  of  the  abolition  credit  for  poffefling  a 
larger  flisjfe  of  humanity  than  the  reft  of  that  Houfe,  for  fa 
they  told  them  jthemfeJves,   but  he  had  the  impertinence, 
for  fuch  it  had  been,  termed  in  the  Houfe  that  day,  to  aflert,. 
fhat  juft  as  much  juftice  was  due  to  the  merchants  of  Livej> 
Vol,  XXXII,  3K 
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pool  and  Briftol,  and  the  Weft-India  planters,  as  to  the  ne- 
groes; fuch  audacious  and  impertinent  feelings  influenced 
him  in  favour  of  a  trade  that  had  been  fanclioned  by  Parlia- 
ment. Africa  had  continued  to  furnifli  flaves  to  ail  the. 
world,  from  the  firft  period  of  time,  and  fo  Ihe  would  con- 
tinue, whether  in  that  little  corner  of  the  world  they. 
chofe,  Quixote-like,  to  undertake  the  total  abolition  of  the 
trade  or  not.  That  fome  few  wicked  men  had  committed 
abufes  in  the  conducl  of  the  trade,  he  neither  denied  nor 
would  attempt  to  defend  their  conduct  bj  any  means,  but 
that  was  not  a  fufficient  reafon  why  the  Weft-India  mer*. 
chants  were  to  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  cultivating  their 
plantations.  To  borrow  a  little  of  fchool-boys  Latin,  tern- 
for  a  mutantur  et  nos  mutamur  in  illis9  the  times  were  chang- 
ed, and  we  were  changed  with  them.  Formerly  Members 
of  Parliament  were  plain  plodding  men,  who  contented 
themfelves  with  attending  to  the  interefts  of  their  conftitu- 
ents,  and  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  now,  that  Af- 
fembly  fat  to  deliberate  on  the  interefts  of  the  people  of  Af- 
rica ;  they  undertook  the  care  and  prote&iort  of  all  the 
world,  but  not  without  fquinting  a  little  at  the  world 
to  come.  Would  it  were  poflible  for  fome  Members  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  elder  times,  or  even  of  the  laft 
century,  to  revifit  this  world,  and  be  prefent  for  a  day  or 
fo  at  their  debates ;  the  Ruflells  for  inftancc,  or  Sir  John 
Barnard,  whom  he  fhould  have  liked  to  have  heard  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  fpeech  in  favour  of  thofe  delightful 
people  of  Africa,  defcribed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  as 
the  prettied  ladies  and  gentlemen  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 
— *—  Had  Sir  John  Barnard  fat  there,  he  would  not  haYt 
thought  himfdf  a  Member  of  the  Britifh  Parliament, 
but  would  have  imagined  himfelf  a  reprefentative  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Africa,  and  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
the  Minifter  of  Prince  Anamahos*  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman might  be  miftaken  for  another  Jacbb  Behmen,  one 
of  your  fifth  monarchy  men,  and  reprefentative  of  the  New 
Jerufalem;  full  of  methodifm  and  full  of  enthufiafm ;  th$ 
other  honourable  "gentleman  who  lifted  up  his  hands  to  Jthe 
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ikies,  and  then  pointed  them  to  the  floor,  his  eyes  rolling 
all  the  time  as  in  a  phrenzy,  feemed  as  if  he  were  grafping 
both  Heaven  and  earth  at  once.  In  fadt,  his  Lordfhip  faid, 
the  Houfe  was  fo  changed,  that  he  imagined  England  was 
finiflied;  by  this  term  he  faid,  he  meant  it  in  the  fame  fenfe 
that  Capability  Browne  had  ufed  it,  who  when  afked  to  go 
over  to  Ireland  to  lay  out  fome  ground  there,  had  faid,  he 
could  not  go,  till  he  had  finifhed  England.  He  would  now 
give  an  account  of  his  creed  :  in  the  firft  part,  he  believed 
that  this  Parliament  was  a  wife  and  prudent  Parliament ; 
and  he  next  believed  that  the  gentlemen  of  Briftol  and  Li- 
verpool, were  degraded  to  the  fituation  of  the  loweft  of  all 
poflible  fcoundrels  and  rafcals;  and  he  alfo  believed,  that 
the  fociety  rn  the  Old  Jewry  were  the  moft  able  and  fagaci- 
ous  fet  of  people,  and  truly  friends  of  the  Britifh  conflitu- 
tion,  and  he  declared  he  was  forry  for  what  he  faw  adver- 
tifed  in  the  newfpapers,  viz.  that  the  funds  of  this  virtuous 
fociety  were  at  a  very  low  ebb.  He  declared  he  (hould  have 
been  glad  to  have  feen  the  accounts  of  the  fociety,  becaufc 
they  muft  be  full  of  curious  items.  Had  they  feen  thofe  ac- 
counts, they  ftiould  have  known  what  had  been  the  expencc 
of  procuring  petitions  to  that  Houfe,  and  what  was  the 
price  of  newfpaper  defamation  and  perfonal  fcandal.  A 
friend  of  his  had  offered  him  a  wager,  that  if  the  petition 
had  been  drawn  in  terms  to  this  effe6h  "  Whereas  the 
4<  white  inhabitants  of  the  Weft-India  iflands  are  a  lazy  fet 
"  of  people,  and  compel  the  blackamoors  to  work  tor  them, 
cc  they  ought  to  be  turned  out  of  the  faid  iflands,  &c.  &c.w 
(Whoever  did  not  accede  to  this  creed,  his  Lordfhip  faid, 
had  heads  of  wood  and  hearts  of  iron,)  more  Ggnature* 
would  have  been  procured.  In  Oliver  Cromwell's  time  he 
remarked,  Oliver  and  his  great  men  were  called  Parliament 
drivers.  He  would  not  fay,  that  there  were  Parliament 
drivers  at  prefent,  but  that  there  were  two  honourable  gen- 
tlemen who  could  perfuade  Parliament  of  any  thing  they 
chofe.  He  granted  that  with  refpeft  to  the  calculations  of 
one  right  honourable  gentleman  as  to  the  equality  of  the 
girths  and  deaths  of  the  negroes,  they  were  ably  made,  and 
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ke  did  not  difpute  their  accuracy;  for  he  could  not  pretend 
to  controvert  them,  unlefs  he  looked  into  fome  books  hd 
laras  not  much  ill  the  habit  of  con ful ting,  viz.  Ariftotle't 
Mafter-piece,  and  Smellie's  Midwifery.  With  regard  to 
the  dedths  of  the  negroes  in  the  town  of  Kingfton  in  Jamai- 
ca, their  number  was  rtot  to  be  wondered  at,  fince  King- 
fton was  an  unhealthy  town.  Even  London  itfelf  had  fo 
many  deaths  from  people's  leading  a  diflolute  and  drunken 
life,  that  were  it  not  for  the  perpetual  recruits  from  the 
Other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  it  would  be'fo  depopulated,  that 
toe  fhould  have  grafs  grow  in  our  ftreets. 

His  Lordfhip  faid,  he  had  he^rd  the  recruits  of  London 
from  the  country  ftated  at  fifteen  thoufand  a  year.  An 
honourable  Member,  he  declared,  who  fat^next  to  him  thd 
pther  night  during  the  debate,  when  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  made  fo  long  a  fpeech  on  humanity,  had  whif- 
pered  him  that  he  was  not  in  earrieft,  for  that  lately  150,000 
*Turks  had  been  dragged  into  flavery,  and  had  paffed  the 
Dardanelles  on  their  way  to  Afia,  and  yet  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was  fo  much  in  love  with  the  Emperot 
of  the  Turks,  that  he  had  encouraged  him  to  make  more 
flaves.  His  honourable  friend,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  had  alfd 
"whifpe/ed  him  that  the  other  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Fox)  was  not  fincere ;  and  when  he  had  afked,  bow 
his  friend  niade  out  that  ?  he  had  faid,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  wanted  to  form  an  alliance  with  the  Emprefs  of 
kuffia*  the  moft  defpotic  monarch  in  all  the  world,  and  if 
ever  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fhould  once  ag-un  be 
the  Mjnifter,  and  he  w^s  fure  he  would  make  a  very  able 
pne,  he  had  pledged  himfejf  to  enter  into  fuch  an  alliance; 
and  as  he  could  not  lend  the  Emprefs  his  body  as  a  fecurity 
For  thg  treaty,  he  had  fent  her  his  head  as  a  pawn.  Ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  to  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Beaufoy)  htS)Lordr 
ihip  faid,  ?!  You,  Sir,  are  *  family  man  ;  if,  therefore* 
{'  you  were  to  fee.  the  figure  of  a  man  drawing  a  concealed 
!c  dagger  out  of  his  bofom  to  murder  his  mailer,  woitfd  not 
tf.  your  hair  ftand  pn  end,  and  wpuld  it  not  make  you 
V.  ftare?  Nay  more,,  would  you  not  try  to  arreft  thegnikf  t 
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"  hand  of  the  aflaflin  r*  So>  in  like  manner,  his  Lordfliip 
faid,  he  hated  robbers,  abhorred  murderers,  and  detefted 
ilavery;  bat  the  Houfe,  in  its  prefent  temper,  would  not 
be  very  fond  of  him,  when  he  declared,  that  he  had  property 
id  the  iflands;  but  then  he  had  not  been  a  purchafrr;  his 
was  hereditary  property,  (defcended  from  an  anceftor,  for- 
merly a  Governor  of  Jamaica)  which  was  perhaps  the  moft 
unpopular  fpecies  of  property  in  times  like  thefe ;  he  did 
not,  however,  he  faid,  fpeak  againft  the  abolition  on  that 
account': 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  began  a  reply,  with  confeffing> 
that  he  felt  himfelf  much  obliged  to  the  noble  Lord,  for 
having,  in  his  facetious  fpeech,  contrived  to  relieve  the 
dullnefs  of  a  debate,  which  certainly,  from  its  nature,  gave 
fife  to  other  pafiions  than  that  of  laughter.  The  noble 
Lord*s  fpeech  mail  have  been  facetious  indeed ;  for  were  it 
repeated,  he  (hould  wear  the  fame  honeft  fmile,  even  where 
it  might  be  naturally  fuppofed  that  he  (hould  have  felt 
other  fen  far  ions,  W  hat  the  noble  Lord  had  uttered,  was 
the  greateft  argument  in  favour  of  the  queftion  that  had 
yet  been  urged,  inafmuch  as  the  noble  Lord  had  treated 
with  ridicule  all  thofe  things,  which  the  Houfe  had  con- 
fidered  as  facred.  A$  to  what  the  noble  Lord  had  faid  of 
the  bufinefs  having  engaged  his  attention  for  years,  night 
and  day,  it  certainly  had  done  fo;  and  with  regard  to  the 
Infinuations  of  methodifm  and  enthufiafm,  he  was  not  a%aid 
to  confefs  what  he  had  never  before  bern  obliged  to  confefs, 
Viz*  that  in  his  whole  conduct  refpecting  that  moft  im- 
portant fubjecl:,  he  had  perfevered,  becaufe  he  was  anxious 
to  difcharge  his  duty  to  his  Maker,  in  doing  an  aft  of  be- 
nevolence to  his  fellow-creatures.  The  noble  Lord  had 
fpoken  harihly  of  the  Society  in  the  Old  Jewry,  of  which 
he  was  certainly  a  member,  and  it  was  his  pride  to  belong 
to  a  fociety,  of  which  fome  perfons  were  members,  whofe 
religious  opinions  had  not  drawn  on  them  the  partiality  of 
the  public;,  but  it  had  never  been  urged  againft  them  that 
they  were  not  men  of  tranquil  minds,  or  men  likely  to 
prompt?  tte  diftujrbances  and  animofities  of  mankind*  Mr, 
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Wilberforce  paid  a  very  high  compliment  to  a  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Society.  He  denied  that  he  had  ever  en- 
deavoured to  blacken  the  characters  of  the  Weft-India 
planters,  or  had  exaggerated  facts  in  any  flags  of  the  evi- 
dence. In  reply  to  Mr.  Dundas,  he  went  at  great  length 
into  the  population  of  the  iflands,  Mr.  Long,  Anderfon, 
and  other  good  authorities,  in  fupport  of  his  arguments— 
that  from  the  equality  of  the  fexes,  fince  the  year  1787, 
the  bdft  way  to  increafe  the  population  was  to  flop  impor- 
tation, as  had  been  fuccefsfully  done  in  Carolina  and  other 
parts  of  America.  He  begged  gentlemen  to  recollect,  that 
fixing  the  period  for  1795  was  three  years  diftant;  that  the 
iflands  muft  have  been  in  a  progreffive  increafe  fince  1788, 
^when  they  had  a  fufficient  num1  er,  and  that  now  the  num- 
ber of  males  and  females  was  nearly  equal.  He  argued  the 
increafe  that  might  accrue  in  many  iflands,  by  changing 
the  cultivation  of  fugar  for  cotton.  He  likewife  anfwered 
another  argument,  relative  to  the  danger  arifing  from  the 
difproportion  between  the  blacks  and  the  whites,  which 
certainly  muft  be  leflened  by  flopping  future  importation. 
He  concluded  by  an  appeal  to  the  juftice  and  humanity  of 
the  Houfe. 

Mr.  FOX  aflured  the  Committee,  that  he  would  not 
detain  them  for  fo  much  as  five  minutes,  but  that  he  wifhed 
to  ftate  to  them  the  idea  he  entertained  of  the  queftion  as 
it  tSen  flood,  and  to  offer  one  fingle  argument  on  it.  The 
queftion  he  conceived  to  lie  between  1795  and  1796;  that 
was,  whether  the  (lave  trade  fhould  continue  two  or  three 
years  longer?  The  point  they  had  to  confider  therefore 
was,  whether  the  arguments  in  favour  of  1796  were  more 
weighty  than  thofe  in  favour  of  1 795.  It  was,  Mr.  Fox 
obferved,  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  a  tenth  of  all  the  Afri- 
cans put  on  board  the  (hips  upon  thecoaft  for  the  Weft  In- 
dies died  in  the  Middle  PafTage,  and  that  the  average  impor- 
tation was  300,000,  confequentiy  they  were  to  fuppofe  that 
33,000  were  fliipped  on  the  coaft.  Befides  thefe  three  thou- 
fand,  a  thoufand  more  died  in  the  harbour,  and  full  a  third 
more  after  they  were  landed  and  before  they  became  fit  for 
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labour,  fourteen  thoufand  confequently  died  in  one  year.-*- 
What  the  Committee  t here foie  had  to  make  up  their  minds 
upon,  before  they  voted  was,  whether  they  chofe,  for  the 
fake  of  continuing  the  flave  trade,  to  condemn  fourteen 
thoufand  human  beings  to  death,  and  facrifice  them  to  the 
Weft-India  planters  ? 

Mr.  GRANT  began  with  adverting  to  the  logical  defini- 
tions that  had  been  Mated  in  the  courfe  of  the  feveral  debates 
on  the  fubje.ft  of  the  flave  trade,  and  faid  he  had  no  boun- 
dary-line to  draw  between  politics  and  morality  :  but  if  he 
had  been  told  that  to  be  a  great  Statefman  you  muft  be  a  lax 
moralift,  the  fhort  acquaintance  that  he  had  with  politics 
bad  convinced  him,  that  if  he  entertained  any  fuch  opinion, 
he  ought  to  retradt  it  as  unjuft.  If  he  were  afked  if  he  was 
for  an  abolition  of  the  flave  trade?  He  fhould  anfwer,  he 
was  for  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  abolition  of  that  trade* 
If  he  were  again  afked,  what  he  meant  by  fpeedy  and  effec- 
tual abolition  ?  He  fhould  anfwer  a  gradual  abolition,  be- 
ing convinced  that  the  flave  trade  being  an  artificial  evil, 
the  refuit  of  the  vicious  adminiftration  of  legiflation,  it  muft 
be  abolifhed  by  degrees,  or  it  could  not  bean  effectual  abo- 
lition. If  by  an  abolition  of  the  trade,  gentlemen  meant 
00  more  than  Great  Britain  relinquifhing  that  part  of  the 
trade  fhe  enjoyed,  Mr.  Grant  faid,  he  meant  fomething 
very  different  indeed.  He  meant  by  an  abolition  of  the 
flave  trade,  the  total  abolition  of  it,  fo  as  to  enfure  the  de- 
creafing  the  fum  of  human  inifery.  He  declared,  he  had 
been  the  other  night  aftonifhed  to  hear  fome  very  falfe  pro- 
pofitions  from  fo  able  and  experienced  a  Legiflator,  as  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  the  abolition  was  a  fhort 
qireftion  of  juftice,  and  therefore  they  were  to  fet  afide  every 
collateral  confideration,  arid  to  do  juftice.  That  he  muft 
pronounce  an  erroneous  propofition.  He  had  ever  con» 
ceived  that  the  end  of  legiflation  was  to  do  good,  and  to 
confider  of  juftice  in  our  means  of  doing  it.  Now,  there 
Were  fome  occafions  on  which  it  was  impoflible  to  do  fo,  and 
there  the  greateft  good  muft  be  the  objedt  even  iri  violation 
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of  ftri6l  juftice.  He  would  illuftrate  his  meaning  by  an  in* 
fiance  conneftod  with  the  immediate  fubjeft  before  them ; 
let  them  fuppofe  a  cafe  of  emancipation.  Wherever  flavery 
exitted,  there  neceflarily  exifted  op'prefiion,  and  the  conti- 
nuance of  flavery  was  confequently  a  continuance  of  oppref- ' 
fion.  If  he  had  profeffed  to  do  juftice,  and  3  (lave  were  to 
a'lk  him,  how  could  \e  account  for  the  ufe  he  had  in  view, 
in  making  him  a  flave;  if  he  meant  to  do  juftice,  he  fhould 
liot  continue  him  a  flave  ?  He  fliould  anfwer,  that  hi* 
means  wejecircumfcribed,  and  that  it  was  true  philanthropy, 
in  aiming  to  effeft  the  greateft  good,  which  the  nature  of 
the  cafe  would  admit*  If  in  coufequence  of  his  virtue  and 
felf  denial,  he  forbore  to  do  an  aft,  abftraftedly,  an  aft  of 
humanity,  but  which  would  produce  a  different  confequence, 
he  furely  afted  rightly;  were  he  to  aft  otherwife,  he  fhcrold 
not  fatisfy  his  confcience,  bee  a  ufe  he  fhould  not  dimini/h 
the  mifery  he  wiihed  to  relieve.  So  with  the  abolition  of 
the  flave  trade;  it  was  a  queftion  of  practicability  and  not 
merely  a  queftion  of  juftice.  The  queftion  was  whether 
the  gradual  abolition  would  effeft  the  objeft  better  than 
Che  immediate  abolition.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  thofe  who 
Contended  for  an  immediate  abolition,  contended  for  arnode;, 
of  abdlition  the  mod  impracticable,  and  the  leaft  likely  to 
effeft  its  objeft  fpeedily.  If  by  rrjerely  putting  the  word  im- 
mediate into  a  bill  for  abolifliingthe  flave  trade,  it  would  pro- 
duce the  effeft,  he  certainly  would  vote  for  fuch  a  bill,  but 
(every  man  knew  no  fuch  effeft  could  be  produced  by  fuel* 
jn*ans.  It  had  been  faid,  that  there  could  be  rjo  compromife 
between  juftice  and  inhumanity,  So  far  from  it,  he  declared, 
they  were  continually  compelled  to  make  thofe  fort  of  com- 
promifes.  In  our  laws  there  were  many  points  of  injuftice 
to  be  found,  A  man  might  as  well  fay,  he  could  not  get  to 
the  top  of  the  Monument  by  fteps  ;  or  that  he  would  travel  in 
&  ftraight  line,  as  that  he  would  msjke  no  compromife.  Sup- 
pofe  thus  travelling,  he  were  to  encounter  a  river  ?  Would 
he  fooner  attempt  to  walk  acrofs  it,  and  rilk  being  drowned, 
than  make  a  compromife,  by  going  a  little  way  about  to  find 
a  bridge  ?    Were  any  oppofltioji  made  to  the  coercion  of  ft* 
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laws  of  this  country,  by  the  Weft-India  iflands,  Jic  did  not 
fte  how  we  could  compel  to  acquiefce  in  their  operation,  and 
that  was  furely  a  material  objeS  for  confideration.  He  -en- 
larged upon  this  as  a  ground  for  regulation,  and  a  gradual  ap- 
proach to  abolition.  There  were  fome  arguments,  he  faid, 
that  either  from  his  ignorance  of  the  matter,  or  from  the  in- 
feriority of  his  talents,  he  could  neither  refute  nor  prove  to  be 
fallacious  ;  of  this  fort  was  the  pofition,  that  when  a  man  • 
received  a  blow  with  a  bludgeon,  and  got  a  broken  head,  that 
it  was  only  an  imagnary  evil  arifing  from  the  accidental  £on- 
taft  of  the  man's  head  and  the  ftick,  which  both  happened 
to  be  hard  oppoflng  fubftances.  So  he  feared,  if  immediate 
abolition  were  adopted,  the  Houfe  would  find  itfelf  in  tho 
condition  of  the  philofopher  who  ftruck  with  the  bludgeon, 
and  the  gentleman  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  cafe  of  the  man 
with  the  broken  head.  Notwithftanding  the  mode  of  argu- 
ment that  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  ufed  on 
this  point,  the  planters  were  told  "  you  have  no  need  for . 
"  any  more  (laves,  you  can  do  without  them,  though  you 
"  think  it  neceffary  yearly  to  import  negroes  in  great  num- 
"  bers."  And  his  honourable  friend  had  proved,  from  very 
ingenious  calculations,  that  they  were  at  prefent  fo  well  fup- 
plied  with  African  negroes,  that  they  could  do  without  any 
more.  This  argument  was  fallacious  ;  but  a  part  of  the  fal- 
lacy fwam  upon  the  furface.  If  the  negroes  were  fr%e  la- 
bourers, and  could  carry  their  produce  to  market,  the  cafe 
would  be  widely  different ;  but  it  was  to  be  confidered,  that 
they  were  a  property. 

Another  fallacy  was,  if  Jamaica  was  one  man's  property, 
and  all  the  plantations  of  it  the  eftate  of  an  individual,  the  ar- 
gument of  the  negroes  would  apply  ;  becaufe,  if  the  owner 
complained  of  bad  crops,  from  the  failure  of  fuch  and  fuch  a 
field  ;  he  might  be  anfwered,  "  Why,  if  that  field  failed  you, 
"  the  next  to  it  yielded  an  abundant  produce  ;"  but  no  fuch 
anfwer  could  be  given  in  the  cafe  of  an  ifland  divided  into  a  va- 
riety of  eftates,  belonging  to  different  perfons,  the  crops  and 
negroes  on  fome  of  which  might  be  extremely  dcte&ive,  al- 
though in  others  the  latter  might  be  plentiful,  and  the  former 
redundant.  He  compared  the  argument  founded  on  an  average 
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calculation  of  the  negroes,  to  the  cafe  of  a  man's  taking  an  ac- 
count of  all  the  wealth  of  this  kingdom,  and  dividing  it  by  an 
average  of  fo  much  per  man.     Suppofe  to  fuch  a  man,  a  poor 
wretch  were  to  apply  for  charity  ?     Would  it  be  thought  any 
thing  but  a  mod  abfurd  anfwer,  if"  the  perfon  applied  to  wert 
to  (ay .'"  you  appeal4  in  rags  and  wretchednefs,  but  according 
"  to  my  average  of  the  wealth  of  the  kingdom,,  you  muft  be  a 
"  rich  rrian>  and  therefore  I  won't  give  you  a  farthing/*    Or 
Would  it  be  lefs  abfurd,  if  a  perfon  in  power,  who  had  found 
by  calculation,  that  20  felons  a  feflion  were  the  number  con- 
victed at  the  Old  Bailey,   and  executed,  were  to  take  up  the 
firft  twenty  he  found,  and  have  them  hanged  ?  Mr.  Grant  fol- 
lowed up  thefe  inftances  of  the  ridiculous  effeft  of  relying  upon 
averages,    with  fome  ferious  arguments  on  the  danger  of  too 
fpeedy  an  abolition.     He  faid,  if  in  any  meafurehe  was  pretty 
Aire  of  doing  a  great  good,  he  might  perhaps  overlook  the  tri- 
fling evil  ;  but  when  he  was  going  to  do  that  which  had  many 
collateral  evils  inherent  in  it,  common  prudence  di  Sated  cau- 
tion ;    if  we  precipitately  (hut  the  legal  door  to  the  importa- 
tion of  African  (laves,    while  the  prejudices  of  the  planter* 
were  ftrong  in  favour  of  the  importation,  the  natural  confe- 
rence would  be,  they  would  haye  recourfe  to  other  fources  of 
fupply,  and  then  greater  expence  to  them*  and  greater  mifery 
to  the  flaves  would  be  the  confequenceof  their  attempt  at  to6 
fudden  and  too  precipitate  an  endeavour  at  abolition.    Mr. 
Grant  (aid,   he  wi(hed  a  period  to  be  thought  of,  that  might 
give  the  planters  due  time  to  prepare  for  the  abolition.     Tilers 
Were,  he  faid,  two  propositions  before  the  Houfe,   very  oppo- 
site in  their  natures,    which  he  could  not  blend  together,  but 
he  thought  the  proper  point  might  be  found  between  both.— * 
He  obferved,  that  the  afiions  and  duties  of  an  individual  were 
perfe£Uy  different  from  thofe  of  the  Legiflature.    It  was  enough 
for  an  individual  to  relinquifh  that  which  he  conceives  to  be 
improper,  whereas  a  Lsgiflator  was  to  do  merely  the  greateft 
quantum  of  good.     An  individual  need  not  look  at  all  to  the 
confequences  of  that  which  he  had  to  decide  upon  ;  whereas  a 
Legiflator  was  bound  to  aft  upon  a  much  wider  fcale,  to  weigh 
well,  and  to  confider  all  the  collateral  effe£U  of  a  meafure,  and 
to  adopt  it  under  the  conviftion  of  a  moral  probability  of  its 
anfwering  its  end  in  all  its  various  points  and  bearings.    Mr. 
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Grant  concluded  with  declaring,  that  he  fhould  be  for  a  fliorter 
period  than  the  commencement  of  the  year  1800,  but  not  Co 
ihort  a  one  as  that  moved  by  his  noble  friend. 

Mr.  Chancellgr  PITT  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  detain  the 
Committee ;  but  fo  much  of  his  honourable  and  learned  friend's 
ingenious  argument  had  been  directed  immediately  to  him,  and 
to  what  he  had  faid,  that  he  wiflied  extremely,  in  as  fliort  a 
way  as  poflible,  to  make  two  or  three  obfervations.  His  ho- 
nourable and  learned  friend  had  began  and  ended  with  declar- 
ing, that  the  duties  of  an  individual,  and  the  duties  of  a  Legis- 
lature, were  different  ^undoubtedly  they  were  fo,  inafoiuch  as 
the  fcale  of  confideration  of  the  latter,  find  the  application  of  a 
law,  was  wider  and  more  general  than  that  of  spy  individual 
a£t  of  the  former,  But  his  honourable  friend's  argument,  if 
the  Committee  would  but  attend  to  the  different  parts  of  it, 
would  be  found  to  be  beft  illuftratedby  his  inftances.  He  ad- 
mitted that  his  honourable  friend  had  rightly  called  the  (lave 
trade  an  artificial  evil,  arifing  out  of  a  vicious  adminiftration 
of  legislation,  and  it  {hewed  that  by  a  breach  of  juftice,  and 
fry  one  ftrong  violation  of  every  principle  of  juftice,  they  had 
put  men  into  a  fituation,  in  which  they  were  neither  able  to 
preferve  order,  nor  promote  their  own  felicity,  His  honour- 
able friend  poflefled  fo  correft  an  underftanding,  that  he  was 
fure  he  would  not  urge  an  argument  that  was  not  complete  in 
all  its  parts.  His  honourable  friend  had  recommended  it  to 
f  hem  to  leave  that  to  the  planters  to  execute,  which  they  were 
known  to  be  prejudiced  againft,  whereas  he  was  for  doing 
what- was  in  their  own  power  to  effe&,  and  leave  that  part  of 
the  plan  only  to  the  planters,  the  executing  of  which  belonged 
properly  to  their  Houfes  of  Aflembly,  and  carried  with  it  its 
own  neceflity  of  being  properly  executed  by  thofe  to  whofe 
hands  it  was  entrufted,  as  they  had  a  material  jntereft  in  its  full 
effeft.  The  honourable  gentlernan  had  talked  of  other  fource* 
of  fupply  being  looked  to  by  thp  Weftrlndia  colonies  for  ne- 
groes ;  in  *nf*er  to  which,  firft,  he  fcid,  that  as  it  w*s  ac- 
knowledged that  they  had  a  power  over  •  their  own  colonies, 
and  over  their  Qwn  Clipping,  as  he  had  before  proved,  he  would 
'  jnot  theieforc  again  detain  the  Committee,  by  arguing  it  mU 
nutsly.  He  mentioned  the  jmpra&icabUity  of  fmuggling  ne* 
fppp  being  carried  on  for  any  time  fuccefefully  ;  and  with  re- 
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gard  to  the  trade  not  being  aboliftied  in  1795,  he  faid,  if  that 
were  not  complied  with,  from  any  argument  that  he  had  heard, 
he  faw  no  reafon  why  it-  mould  not  be  continued  for  years  and 
years,  as  well  as  lengthened  beyond  J785.  He  took  notice  of 
the  argument  of  Mr.  Grant,  relative  to  the  blow  being  merely 
ideal j  which  broke  a  man's  head,  and  oppofed  it  to  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  the  Africans,  when  feized  on  the  coafts  of  their  own 
country.  The  arguments  of  his  honourable  friend  might  be 
urged  by  the  planters,  and  were  certainly  ingenious  ;  but  upon 
the  argument  of  flefh  and  blood,  it  muft  be  evident  to  every 
man,  who  would  not  wifh  a  wilful  obftinacy,  or  (hut  his  eyes 
to  truth  and  reafon,  that  fuch  arguments  gave  no  convi&ion  to 
the  Committee,  that  the  trade  mould  continue  any  longer.  It 
had  been  faid  by  his  honourable  friend,  that  every  plantation 
was  not  in  the  fame  profperous  ftate  ;  it  was  true,  however, 
and  appeared  from  the  evidence,  that  no  one  was  in  a  ftate  of 
want,  and  many  in  a  ftate  of  great  profperity.  With  regard  to 
the  arguments  founded  on  tjie  average  wealth  of  this  country ; 
that  as  every  man  was  upon  the  average  comparifon  rich,  a 
poor  beggar  was  not  to  be  relieved ;  if  that  argument,  were  to 
be  pufhed  to  its  extent,  it  might  be  carried  to  a  degree  of  the 
extremeft  ridicule ;  as  to  the  idea,  that  becaufe  twenty  were 
the  number  of  the  convi&ions  each  feflion  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
it  would  be  fair  to  feize  the  firft  twenty  they  met,  he  woutd 
not  treat  thofe.who  were  convifted  at  the  Old  Bailey,  as  the 
Africans  were  treated,  and  though  in  a  country  like  this,  the 
mod  profperous  on  the  average,  and  the  moft  profperous 
among  its  various  ranks  of  fociety,  there  might  be  fome  clafles 
living  in  a  ftyle  of  poverty  in  a  land  of  plenty  ;  that  argument 
was  not  a  fair  one,  but  the  honourable  gentleman  ufed  the  pre- 
judices of  the  planters  for  arguments.  The  Weft-India  planters 
would  not  particularly  objeft  to  twenty  years,  but  to  the  abo- 
lition itfelf,  as  they  had  had  abundant  time  to  fettle  the  quef- 
tion  ;  and  as  to  their  being  taken  by  furprife,  that  was  impof- 
fible,  as  the  queftion  of  abolition  had  become  a  matter  of  con- 
fideration  among  them  for  four  years  paft.  So  convinced  was 
he  of  the  force  of  their  cafe,  that  were  it  poffible  for  a  moment 
to  lay  dead  all  the  feelings  that  ought  on  fuch  a  fubje<5l  to  roufe 
the  heart  of  human  beings,  and  were  he  capable  of  coldly 
ftating  it  in  a  dry  way  as  a  philofopher  in  a  fpeculative  clofct, 
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he  was  fure  the  ftatement  of  it  muft  as  much  convince  the  un- 
derftandings'of  all  who  liftened  to  him,  as  the  putting  it  with 
the  warmth,  that  was  almoft  infeparable  from  the  bare  looking 
at  it,  muft  effedt  and  imprefs  the  feelings.  His  honourable 
friend  had  faid,  4<  You  tell  them  there  was  no  need  for  farther 
"  importation,  though  you  are  yearly  importing  thoufands.** 
In  anfwer  to  this  he  had  proved  undeniably,  that  farther  im- 
portation was  unneceflfary,  and  no  attempt  had  been  made  bf 
the  Weft- India  merchants  and  planters  to  controvert  his  ftate- 
ment on  that  head.  He  concluded  a  very  animated  and  able 
reply,  with  obferving,  that- his  honourable  friend  had  anfvrer- 
ed  himfelf,  and  refuted  his  diftin£tion  between  the  duty  of  ao 
individual  and  the  duty  of  a  Legiflator,  by  declaring  indefi- 
nitely that  he  fhould  vote  for  fome  period  between  the  year  1800 
and  1795,  and  that  to  adopt  his  dodrine  would  be  to  defeat 
their  fcheme,  which  was  equal  to  its  end,  and  to  entruft  its  ex- 
ecution to  others,  whofe  intereft  it  was  to  occafion  its  failure, 
whereas  they  ought  to  confider  that  all  they  gave  up.  would 
be  contributing  to  the  ftrengthening  the  adverfe  fide  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  GRANT,  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Sir  EDWARD  KNAf  CHBULL  laid,  as  he  had  never 
troubled  the  Houfe  before  on  the  fubjeS,  he  begged  leave  to 
ftate  his  fentiments.  What  had  paflTed,  had  in  his  mind  redu- 
ced the  argument  in  debate  to  a  very  narrow  compafs.  He  had 
ever  been  for  an  abolition  of  the  flave  trade.  A  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  called  upon  the  Members  for  counties  in 
particular  to  declare  their  fentiments  ;  he  therefore  took  that 
opportunity  of  faying,  that  his  own  fentiments,  and  thofe  of 
almoft  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county,  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  reprefent,  were  in  favour  of  a  gradual  aboli- 
tion. He  fhould  oppofe  the  abolition's  taken  place  in  1795,  and 
with  that  view,  he  fhould  propofe  the  year  1796,  as  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  Committee  divided ; 
For  abolition  in  1795,  121  ;  Againft  it,  161.     Majority  40. 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  having  propofed  1796 
as  the  period  of  abolition, 

Mr:  FOX  faid,  if  the  amendment  now  propofed  fhould  be 
reje&ed,  and  a  bill  brought  in  to  abolifli  the  trade  in  1800,  he 
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fhpuldopp6feit,  as*pretending  to  abolifh  what  it  meant  in  fa£^ 
to  continue.  After  the  injuftice  and  inhumanity  of  the  trade;, 
had  been  proved  and  admitted,  nothing  that  deferred  the  name, 
of  an  argument  had  been  adduced  to  (hew  that  its  abolition, 
would  be  more  pra&icable  in  1800  than  at  prefent.  He  fek 
little  anxiety  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  amendment  now  moved*, 
although  he  was  willing  to  accede  to  it,  becaufe  he  was  con^ 
vinced  that  by  the  fame  exertions  in  another  feilion  of  Parlia-* 
inent,  they  fhould  obtain  the  abolition  at  leaft  as  early  at 
1796. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  repeated  fome  of  his  former  arguments  in 
fupport  of  his  own  plan,  and  faid,  that  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  brought  himfelf  to  agree  to  four  years  inftead 
of  three,  th  ight  not  thofe  who  contended  at  firft  for  ten  years, 
be,  on  better  consideration,  brought  to  agree  to  a  (horter  pe- 
riod i 

Mr.  Alderman  WATSON  prof^fled  himfelf  a  friend  to  the 
abolition,  but  was  convinced  that  a  reafonable  time  mud  be 
given  to  bring  it  about. 

■The  SPEAKER  fupported  the  amendment,  but  faid,  that 
for  fo  fhort  a  period  he  fhould  opptifc  duties  and  reftri&ions 
on  the  importation. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  that  if  a  bill  was  paffed  for  ab<^ 
lifting  the  trade  in  1796,  he  fhould,  next  feflion,  move  the 
repeal  of  that  bill. 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  afked  if  Mr.  ChaoceU 
lor  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  would,  in  a  future  ftage,  endeavour  to 
ihorten  the  period,  if  1796  fhould  be  then  carried  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  confidering  1796  as  the 
carliefl  period  that  it  was  now  practicable  to  obtain,  he  fhould 
make  no  farther  attempt,  if  that  were  carried. 

Mr.  FOX  faid  there  were  many  regulations  propofed  in  the 
original  propofitions  ;  and  on-  the  extent  to  which  thefe  were 
adopted,  in  a  bill  for  aboliihing  the* trade  in  1796,  would  his 
acquiefcence  depend. 

Mr.  MARTIN  entreated  gentlemen  to  confider  what  Mn 
Fox  had  faid  of  condemning  14,000  Africans  to  death,  by  each 
additional  year  for  which  they  continue4  the  trade,  and  then  lay 
their  head?  on  their  pillow*  with  what  quiet  of  confcienQC  the* 
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The  Committee  divided ; 
For  the  abolition  in  1796, 151 ;  Againft  it,  1 32.   Majority  19* 

Mr.  DUNDAS  then  faid,  that  as  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  had  now  altered  his  plan,  fo  as  to  make  it  their  own,  ho 
begged  leave  to  return  them  the  talk,  which  they  had  before 
transferred  to  him,  of  forming  regulations  and  bringing  in  a 
bill. 

This  gave  rife  to  a  converfation,  the  refult  of  which  we  un- 
derftood  to  be  that  Mr.  Dundas  agreed  to  give  his  afliftance  in 
forming  regulations  and  preparing  a  bill  on  the  period  of  aboli- 
tion adopted  by  the  Committee. 

A  fecond  converfation  took  place  on  the  day  on  which  tha 
Committee  fhould  fit  again ;  and  the  chairman  reported  pro* 
grefs  without  fixing  a  day. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday,   30/A  April. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  prefented  a  pstition  on  the  behalf  of  the 
burgefles  of  the  Royal  boroughs  of  Scotland,  dating  the  pro- 
grefs  of  their  cafe  before  the  Houfe,  referrihg  to  their  petition 
formerly  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  now  praying  to  be  heard 
by  their  counfet  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  to  prove  the  exigence 
of  the  grievances  complained  of,  and  Rating  that  tfiey  wefe 
perfectly  ready  for  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  obje&ed  to  the  receiving  of  the  petition,  on 
account  of  the  informality  of  the  mode  propofed,  for  that  it 
referred  to  a  former  petition,  and  alfo  the  latenefs  of  the  (cf- 
fion;  and  alfo,  thatiffuch  a  petition  fhould  be  heard  at  all, 
the  burgeffles  who  do  not  complain,  and  thofe  who  are  charged 
With  having  committed  abufes,  fhould  have  notice  of  this 
proceeding,  for  which  there  was  no  time  in  the  prefent  fef*  - 
{ion. 

Mr.  FOX  reprobated  the  do£trine  of  the  right  honourable 
Secretary,  and  maintained  the  propriety  of  the  prefent  applica- 
tion. The  Houfe  had  refufed  to  grant  a  Committee  to  inquire 
whether  the  abufes  complained  of  did  or  did  not  exifl.  He  la* 
merited  the  decifion  very  much,  but  at  prefent,  there  was  no 
remedy.  The  next  beft  ftepthe  biirgefies  could  take,  they  had 
taken,  namely,  ^that  of  aiking  leaVe  to  prove  that  they  had  not 
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aflerted  any  thing  to  that  Houfe  that  was  not  true ;  and  that 
they  did  not  impertinently  trouble  the  Houfe,  and  call  for  a 
remedy  where  there  was  no  grievance.  They  had  taken  the 
very  ftep  that  he  fhould  have  advifed  them,  had  they  done  him 
the  honour  of  afking  his  advice  ;  and  the  Houfe  would  aft  un- 
juftly  if  it  refufed  to  grant  what  they  now  folicited.  There  ap- . 
peared  to  him  fomething  miserable  in  the  quibbing  of  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  on  this  fubjeft.  How  were  the  Mem- 
bers of  that  Houfe  to  know  whether  it  was  too  late  in  the  fef- 
fionor  not,  that  they  were  to  take,  on  the  word  of  a  Minifter, 
'who  might  ufe  this  obfervation  as  a  mere  fhift  to  get  rid  of  a 
lubjeft,  when  it  was  his  view  to  defeat,  the  claims  of  juftice. 
He  warned  him  and  the  Houfe  to  take  care  how  they  refufed 
to  hear  fubjc&s  who  complained  of  grievances,  and  who  thus 
fo  peaceably  afked  what  they  were  fo  obvioufly  entitled  to> 
namely,  a  right  of  being  heard  :  thofe  ftubborn  refufals,  fup- 
ported  upon  paltry  tricks,  and  quibbles,  would  not  always  be 
lufHcient  to  defeat  the  purpofes  of  juftice. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  there  were  clear  grounds  for 
lejecYing  this  petition,  and  thofe  were  founded  on  the  uniform 
practice  of  the  Houfe — namely,  that  the  petition  had  a  public 
object  exprefTed  by  it,  and  its  prayer  went  to  afk  the  form  of  a 
private  one,,  that  of  being  heard  by  counfel,  he  therefore  found 
kimfelf  bound  to  vote  againft  the  receiving  of  it. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  derided  the  petty  thifts  made  ufe  of  to 
keep  juftice  aloof  from  the  prefent  cafe.  He  was  denied  the 
Committee  to  inquire,  becaufe  he  was  told,  that  fir  ft  he  fhould 
eftahlifh  the  exiftence  of  fome  grievances  before  the  Houfe 
could  think  of  giving  its  time  to  the  fubjecr. ;  and  that  when  he 
was  going  to  do  in  the  moft  regular  way,  he  was  told  he  fhould 
not  be  heard  at  all.  The  truth  was,  there  was  but  one  objec- 
tion, and  one  wiih  in  the  mind  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man who  oppofed  this.  An  objeftion  to  the  complaints  be- 
caufe they  were  true,  and  a  wifh  to  defeat  the  application,  be- 
caufe it  was  juft.  However,  in  his  endeavours  to  conceal  the 
fubjeQ  from  the  public  view,  he  fhould  not  fucceed,  for  al- 
though defeated  fo  often  by  influence,  he  fhould  {till  perfift  un- 
til he  fhould  accomplifh  his  object  ;  he  fhould  move,  on  fome 
day  in  the  prefent  feflion,  a  firing  of  refolutions  that  would  be 
defcriptive  of  the  ftate  of  thefc  burghs,    the  truth  of. which  the 
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right  honourable  gentleman  would  not  dare  to  combat.  He 
had  told  him  on  a  former  day,  he  fhould  be  carefully  watched 
here,  and  faitfully  reported  in  Scotland,  and  he  on  that  occa- 
fion  had  been  pleafed  to  talk  of  his  popularity :  fince  that  time 
he  had  received  letters  from  different  parts,  arid  from  the  moft 
enlightetied,  as  well  as  the  moft  refpe&able  perfons  in  Scotland, 
ind  they  fpoke  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  in  terms  ncft 
very  flattering  to  his  popularity. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,  he  fhould  certainly  dare  dppofe  any 
thing  that  appeared  to  him  to  have  for  its  obje£t  the  changing  of 
the  form  of  the  conftitution  of  the  boroughs  of  Scotland.  With 
regard  to  his  popularity — 

The  SPEAKER  called  to  order — and  then  gave  his  fenti- 
ments  on  the  point  of  pra&ice  with  regard  to  petitions.  Ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  none  but  private  petitions  from  individuals 
were  fupported  by  Counfel  at  the  bar.  But  there  were  excep- 
tions to  this,  according  to  circumftances.  The  Eaft- India 
Conlpany,  who  held  rights  by  charter,  had  been  heard  by 
Counfel  on  public'bills.  The  matter  was  rather  a  difficulty 
with  him,  and  he  left  it  to  the  Houfe  to  determine  on  it. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  that  the  petition  be  received,  and 
patted  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  GREY  rofe,  in  order,  he  faid,  to  give  notice  to  the 
Houfe,  of  a  motion  which  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  feffion  he 
fhould  have  the  honour  to  fubmit  to  their  confideration,  the  ob- 
jeftof  which  was  a  reform  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people. 
On  a  fubjeft  of  fuch  importance,  as  that  to  which  his  motion 
related,  he  could  not  content  himfelf  with  merely  flating  his 
notice,  but  would  trouble  the  Houfe  by  faying  a  few  words 
upon  it.  The  ncceflity  of  fuch  reform  had,  he  obferved,  been 
often  allowed  and  afferted  by  eminent  men  both  in  that  and  the 
other  Houfe  of  Parliament :  it  had  been  acknowledged  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way  (Mr.  Pitt)  and  by 
his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  ;  from  the  influence  of 
different  interefts,  however,  every  attempt  to  introduce  a  re- 
form had  hitherto  proved  unfuccefsful.  That  the  propofition 
had  been  relinquifhed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
which  had  never  fince  been  brought  forward,  he  rather  atri- 
biited  to  it^failure  of  fuccefs  on  former  occafions,  than  to  any 
change  of  opinion  on  the  fubjeft.     He  meant  not  to  throw  im- 
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putations  on  any  gentleman,  or  to  cenfure  them  for  a  defertion 
of  the  caufe  which  he  fupported ;  fo  far  from  entertaining  fuc 
an  idea,  he  hoped  and  trufted  he  fhould  find  them  forward 
friends  and  advocates  of  the  propofition.  He  was  fully  fatis- 
fied  and  completely  convinced  that  fince  the  fubjeft  had  been 
la  ft  brought  forward  a  considerable  change  had  taken  place  in 
the  minds  of  the  people,  and  that  the  neceffity  of  a  reform  was 
at  prefent  pretty  generally  acknowledged.  Abufes  had  been 
permitted  to  creep  into  the  conftitution  through  neglect,  or 
had  been  introduced  into  it  by  corruption,  and  thofe  abufes 
were  of  a  nature  fo  dangerous,  that  they  threatened  the  very 
cxiftence  of  the  conftitution  itfelf;,  a  reform,  therefore,  he 
was  perfuaded,  was  the  only  mode  of  preferving  it  from  rapid 
decay,  and  fpeedy  demolition,  and  on  that  meafure,  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  country,  and  the  continuance  of  its  freedom,  de- 
pended. The  terms  were  critical,  and  the  minds  of  the  people 
agitated  ;  it  was  to  do  away  every  caufe  of  complaint,  and  to 
preferve  the  peace  of  the  Public  and  the  general  tranquillity, 
that  he  wifhed  a  reform  to  take  place  in  the  reprefentation.-— 
Within  the  two  laft  years  the  privileges  of  that  Houfe  had 
been  curtailed  and  infringed  in  a  greater  degree,  that  in  any 
preceding  period  of  equal  duration.  In  his  mind  it  was  a 
point  of  the  utmoft  importance  that  the  Houfe  fhould  enjoy 
the  good  opinion  of  the  Public,  and  poflefs  their  confidence  a* 
a  true  reprefentation  of  the  people.  If  the  Houfe  was  not  con* 
fidered  as  the  true  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  thegreateft 
evils  were  to  be  feared,  the  worft  of  dangers  to  be  apprehended* 
The  lofs  of  that  character  mi&ht  produce  all  the  miferies  of  ciT 
vil  commotion,  with  which,  God  forbid  that  this  nation  fhouli 
ever  be  afflicted.  If  there  were  thofe  who  wifhed  to  promote 
confufion  and  excite  mifchief,  he  exceedingly  regretted  it:  he 
di  (claimed  all  connection  with  fuch  perfons,  andmuft  everre-* 
probate  their  conduct.  He  was  convinced,  however,  that  the 
evils  which  threatened  the  conftitution,  and  endangered  its 
iafety,  could  only  be  corrected  by  a  timely  and  temperate  re- 
form, and  in  his  mind  the  meafure  demanded  the  ferious  confi- 
deration  of  every  friend  to  his  country,  and  would  be  found  de- 
fervingofhisftipport.  He  trufted,  therefore,  that  between  the 
prefent  day,  and,  that  on  which  he  fhould  bring  forward  the 
propofition,  gentlemen  would  weigh  well  the  queftion,  and 
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give  it  their  mod  deliberative  attention  ;  and  in  that  interval  he 
hoped,  that  the  fenthnents  of  the  people  on  the  fubje£t  would  be 
fully  afcertained  *. 

*  The  following  is  a  Copy  rf  the  Declaration  and  Addrefs  of  the  Society 
inftitutedfor  the  Purpofe  of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Reform  : 

Freemafons  Tavern,  26th  April,  1792, 
0 
At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  eftablifhed  on  the  1  ith  inftant, 
under  the  title  of  The  Friends  of  the  People,  affociated  for 
the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Rtform,    William 
Henry  Lambton,  Efq.  in  the  Chair, 

Received  a  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Refold 
tion  of  the  19th  inftant,  confiding  of  the  following  perfons  ; 

William  Baker,  Efq.  M.  P,  Chairman, 
Charles  Grey,  Efq.  M,  P.  ' 
Samuel  Whitbread,  jun.  Efq.  M,  P. 
John  Wharton,  Efq.  M.  P. 
Richard  Brinfley  Sheridan,  Efq.  M.  P, 
Philip  Francis,  Efq,  M.  P. 
Hon.  Thomas  Maitland,  M.  P. 
William  Henry  Lambton,  Efq,  M.  P, 
George  Rous,  Efq. 
To^n  Godfrey,  Efq. 
William  Cuninghame,  Efq. 
James  Mackintoih,  Efq, 

Read  a  draught  of  an  Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain,  con* 
tained  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the  faid  Addrefs  is  approved  of  and 
adopted  by  this  Meeting. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the  Declaration  already  agreed  on, 
together  with  the  faid  Addrefs,  be  printed  and  publifhed,  with  the 
names  of  the  fubferibing  members,  and  that  the  Committee  be  in* 
ftrucled  to  print  and  publifh  the  fame. 

DECLARATION, 

A  number  of  perfons  having  ferioufly  reviewed  and  confidered  the 
actual  fituation  of  public  affairs,  and  (rate  of  the  kingdom,  and  hav- 
ing communicated  to  each  other  their  opinions  on  thefe  fubjects,  have 
agreed  and  determined  to  inftitute  a  Society,  for  the  purpofe  of  pro- 
pofing  to  Parliament,  and  to  the  Country,  and  of  promoting,  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  power,  the  following  conftitutional  objects,  making 
the  prefervation  of  the  conftitution,  on  its  true  principles,  the  foun- 
dation of  all  their  proceedings. 

.    Firft. — To  reftore  the  freedom  of  election,  and  a  more  equal  repre- 
fentation  of  the  People  in  Parliament. 

-  Secondly. — To  lecure  to  the  People  a  more  frequent  exercife  of 
their  right  of  electing  their  reprefentatives. 

.   3  M  2 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  believed  it  was  not  ftri&ly 
regular  to  enter  into  any  obfervations  upon  a  mere  notice  of  a 
motion  ;  and  therefore  he  was  under  the  correction  of  the 
Chair,  whether  or  not  he  fhould  articulate  a  fyllable. [Go 


The  perfons,  who  have  figncd  their  names  to  this  agreement,  think 
that  thefe  two  fundamental  meafures  will  furnifti  the  power  and  the 
means  of  correcting  the  abufes,  which  appear  to  them  to  have  arifen 
from  a  neglect  of  the  acknowledged  principles  of  the  conftitution,  and 
of  accompliihing  thofe  fubordinatc  oojecls  of  reform,  which  they  deeja 
to  be  effential  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  to  the  good  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom. 

Signed  by       ""* 


Charles  Grey,  Efcj.  M.  P. 

Hon.  Thomas  Maitland,  M.  P. 

George  Rous.  Efq. 

William  Cuninghame,  Efq.     ' 

John  Tweddell,  Efq. 

Earl  of  Lauderdale. 

Nicolls  Raynsford,  Efq. 

James  Mackintofh,  Efq. 

Thomas  Chriftie,  Efq. 

Malcolm  Laing,  Efq. 

Right  hon.  Lord  Kinnaird, 

James  Archdekin,  Efq. 

William  Harwood,  Eiq. 

David  Godfrey,  Efq. 

Higgins  Eden,  Efq. 

Philip  Francis,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Charles  Goring,  Efq. 

John  Hurford  Stone,  Efq. 

W.  H.Lambton,  Efq.  M.  P. 

John  Godfrey,  Efq. 

George  Tierney,  Efq. 

Arthur  Kggot,  Efq. 

J.  B.  Church,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Gilbert  Ironfide,  Efq. 

T.  B.  Hollis,  Efq. 

William  Baker,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Sam.  Whitbread,  jun,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Dudley  North,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Sir  John  Throckmorton,  Bart. 

John  Courtenay,  Efq.  M.  P. 

M.  A,  Taylor,  Efq.  M.  P. 

William  Breton,  Efq* 

Thomas  Rogers,  Efq. 

Hon.  Thomas  Erflcine,  M.  P. 

-R.  Knight,  Efq. 

Thomas  Thompfon,  Efq.  M.P. 

Colonel  Tarleton,  M.  P. 

H.  Howorth,  Efq. 


Mr.  Serjeant  Bond. 

William  Lulhington,  Efq. 

Right  hon.  Lord  J.  Ruffell,  M.  P. 

Samuel  Rogers,  Efq. 

T.  C.  Curwen,  Efq.  ML  P. 

Peregrine  Dealt  ry,  Efq. 

Richard  B.  Sheridan,  Efq.  M.  P. 

William  Fullarton,  Efq. 

Norman  Macleod,  Efq.  M.  P. 

James  Lofti,  Efq. 

John  Sawbridge,  Aid.  Efq.  M.  P. 

Richard  Weld,  Efq. 

John  Claridge,  Efq. 

John  Wharton,  Efq.  M.  P. 

James  Martin,  Efq.  M.  P. 

William  Smith,  Efq.  M.  P. 

John  Scott,  Efq.  M..P. 

Sir  Bellingham  Graham,  Bart. 

,George  Byng,  Efq.  M.  P. 

John  Cartwright,  Efq. 

Jer.  Batley,  Efq. 

Ralph  Carr,  jun.  Efq. 

Ralph  Milbank,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Henry  Howard,  Efq.     . 

Sir  J.  W.  S.  Gardiner,  BarU 

B.  E.  Howard,  Efq. 

E.  B.  Clive,  Efq. 

Henry  Howard,  Efq*  M.  P. 

John  Leach,  Efq. 

John  Niqhols,  Efq. 

Jofeph  Richardfoni  Efq. 

JohnTowgood,  Efq. 

William  Chifholm,  Efq. 

John  Fazakerly,  Efq. 

Richard  S.  Milnes,   Efq.  M.  P. 

Samuel  Shore,  Efq. 

Samuel  Shore,  jun.  Efq, 

Charles  Warren,  Efq. 
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on !  Go  on !  was  echoed,  and  re-echoed,  from  different  parts 
of  the  Houfe.]^ — He  then  proceeded.  If  ever  there  was  an 
pecafion,  he  faid,  in  which  the  mind  of  every  man,  who  had 
any  feeling  for  the  prefeht,  or  hope  for  the  future,  hapginefs  of 

/ 

Long  Kingfman,  Efq.  Hon.  John  Douglas.  . 

Edward  Jer.  Curtcis,  Efq.  Right  hon.  Lord  £dw.  Fitzgerald 

Samuel  Long,  Efq.  M.  P.  Rev.  Dr.  Kippis. 

Henry  Swann,  Efq.  James  Jacque,  Efq. 

T.  B.  Rous,  Efq.  Francis  Love  Beckford,  Efq. 

D.  O'Bryen,  Efq.  Adam  Walker,  Efq. 

T.  Lodge  Batley,  Efq.  '  Richard  Sharp,  Efq, 

James  Weft,  Efq.  Rev.  Dr.  Jofeph  Towers. 

Richard  Carpenter  Smith,  Efq.  John  Clerk,  Efq. 

W.  Powlett  Powlett,  Efq.  M.  P.  Thomas  Bell,  Efq. 

George  Livius,  Efq.  John  Wilfon,  Efq. 

Right  hon.  Lord  Daer.  Andrew  Stirling,  Efq. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

NO  man,  who  is  not  ready  toexprefs  his  concurrence  in  our  prin- 
ciples, by  figning  the  Declaration,  can  be  admitted  into  our  Society. 
The  objects  of  it,  as  we  conceive,  are  of  a  nature  at  all  times  fit  to  be 
purfued  and  recommended  to  the  country.  At  different  periods  they 
nave  heretofore  been  avowed  and  fupported  by  the  higheft  authorities 
in  this  kingdom ;  by  eminent  individuals,  and  confiderable  bodies  of 
men ;  by  Mr.  Locke  and  Judge  Blackftone ;  by  the  late  Earl  of  Chat- 
ham, and  Sir  George  Savile  ;  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  the  Mar- 
quis of  Lanfdowne,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Fox;  by  petitions  from  feve- 
tal  counties,  and  by  repeated  declarations  from  the  city  of  London. 

In  appealing  to  the  avowed  opinions  of  men  of  eftablilhed  reputation, 
or  of  diftinguifhed  rank  in  their  country,  we  do  not  mean  to  ftrengthen 
the  reafon,  or  enforce  the  neceflity  of  the  meafure  we  propofe,  fo 
much  as  to  obviate  all  perfonal  imputations,  which  the  enemies  of  the 
caufe  will  be  ready  to  throw  ujton  thofe  who  fupport  it.  It  is  not 
that,  on  our  own  account,  we  dread  the  effect,  or  regard  the  impref- 
fion,  which  fuch  imputations  may  produce ;  but  we  think  it  material 
to  the  credit  and  fuccefs  of  our  proceedings,  to  fhew,  that  we  arc  not 
aiming  at  reforms  unthought  of  by  wife  and  virtuous  men  :  that  our 
opinions  neither  poifefe  the  advantage,  nor  are  liable  to  the  objection 
of  novelty;  ana*  that  we  cannot  be  accufed  or  fufpe&ed  of  factious 
purpofes,  or  dangerous  defigns,  without  extending  the  fame  accu- 
sation or  fufpicion  to  the  motives  of  men,  whofe  utuation  and  pro-  - 
perty,  independent  of  their  character,  principles,  and  abilities,  have 
given  them  a  raoft  important  flake  in  the  peace  and  good  government 
of  the  kingdom. 

Convinced  by  our  own  reflections,  by  experience,  and  by  autho- 
rity, tbat  the  thing  we  propofe  to  do,  is  fit  to  be  done,  we  have,  with 
equal  deliberation,  weighed  the  reafons  that  may  recommend,  or  be 
objected  to  the  prefent  time,  as  the  moft  or  leaft  proper  for  bringing 
it  forward.    On  this  point,  we  have  no  addrefs  to  make  to  the  deter- 
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this  country,  fhould  be  intcrefted,  the  prefent  was  the  time  for 
its  exertion.  The  prefent  was  the  time  in  which  the  whole 
Houfe  fhould  lofe  fight  of  form  in  the  regulation  of  debate, 
and  apply  at  once  to  the  fubftance  of  the  fubjeft.     Nothing 

mined  enemies  of  a  reform  of  every  kind.  Their  objection,  whether 
valid  or  not,  is  to  the  fubftance  of  the  meafure,  and  cannot  be  abated 
by  circumftances.  To  thofe,  who  concur  generally  in  the  principle, 
but  who  may  be  inclined,  by  particular  reaions,  to  defer  the  attempt; 
we  ferioufiy  wi(h  to  fubmit  the  following  considerations : — That  ad- 
mitting this  to  be  a  feafon  of  general  tranquillity  in  the  country,  it  is, 
on  that  account,  the  more  proper  for  temperate  reflection,  and  prudent 
exertions  to  accomplim  any  neceflary  improvement ;  it  is  the  time 
when  practical  mealures  for  that  purpofe  are  moft  likely  to  be  adopted 
with  difcretion  and  purfued  with  moderation.  If  we  are  perfuaded  to 
wait  for  other  times,  of  a  different  complexion,  for  tifties  of  public 
complaint,  or  general  difcontent,  we  (hall  then  be  told,  that  genera] 
remedies  are  not  fit  to  be  propofed  in  the  moment  of  particular  difor- 
der,  and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  wait  for  the  return  of  quiet  days,  un- 
lefs'  we  mean  to  create  or  increafe  confufion  in  the  country.  The  re- 
iult  of  this  dilemma,  if  it  be  fuffered  to  prevail,  is  pure  and  abfolute 
inactivity  at  prefent,  and  for  ever.  Oh  the  other  hand,  if  it  be  true* 
as  we  are  convinced  it  is,  that,  in  this  general  appearance  of  tranquil- 
lity, there  is  fome  mixture  of  difcontent,  as  well  as  of  ftrong  and 
well-grounded  opinion,  on  the  fubject  of  abufes  in  the  Government, 
and  corruptions  of  the  Conftitution,  we  wifti  it  to  be  confidered  by 
men,  whofe  judgement  has  been  formed  or  enlightened  by  experience^ 
and  whofe  actions  are  moft  likely  to  be  directed  by  prudence,  whe- 
ther,,  in  taking  proper  meafurcs  to  remove  the  caufe  and  objects  of 
fuch difcontent  and  opinion,  the  choice  of  the  time  be  not  a  material 
part  of  the  meafure ;  and  whether  the  earlieft  time  that  can  be  taken, 
for  preventing  the  increafe  of  an  exifting  evil,  be  not  the  fafeft  and  the 
bsft? 

The  example  and  fituation  of  another  kingdom,  are  held  6ut  to 
deter  us  from  innovations  of  any  kind.  We  fay,  that  the  reforms 
we  have  in  view,  are  not  innovations.  Our  intention  is,  not  to 
change,  but  to  reflore ;  not  to  difplace,  but  to  re-inftate  the  Confti- 
tution upon  its  true  principles  and  original  ground.  In  the  conduct 
of  perfons  moft  likely  to  reproach  us  with  a  fpirit  of  innovation,  we 
fee  a  folid  ground  for  retorting  the  imputation.  ITieir  profeffions  of 
admiration  of  the  beauty  and  of  zeal  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion, appear  to  us  too  lavifh  to  be  fincere,  efpecially  when  compared 
with  thofe  practical  violations,  with  which  they  fuffer  this  beautiful 
fyftem  to  be  invaded,  and  to  which  they  never  refufe  to  give  their 
concurrence.  They  will  not  innovate,  but  they  are  no  enemies  to 
gradual  decay ;  as  if  the  changes  infenfibly  produced  by  time,  and 
nourhhed  by  neglect,  were  not  in  effect  the  moft  dangerous  innovations. 
But  what  fecarity  have  we,  that  the  difpofitions  of  fuch  men  are  not 
fomething  worfe  than  paffivc  ?  How  are  we  affured  that,  in  praifing^ 
the  Conftitution,  their  intention  is  not  to  adorn  a  victim,  which  they 
wiih  to  facrifice,  or  to  flatter  the  beauty  they  are  endeavouring  to. cor-, 
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could  be  faid,  nothing  could  be  whifpered,  upon  this  fubjefl, 
jat  this  time,  that  did  not  involve  queftions  of  the  molt  exten- 
five,  the  mod  fcrious,  the  mod  lading  importance  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  to  the  very  being  of  the  State.     He 

rapt  ?  Let  their  intention  be  what  it  may,  we  anfwer  their  accufation 
in  the  words  of  one  of  the  wifeft  of  mankind  *  :  "  That  Time  is  the 
"  greateft  innovator  ;-and  if  time  of  courfe.  alter  things  to  the  worfe, 
"  and  if  wifdom  and  counfel  (hall  not  alter  them  to  the  better,  what 
•'  (hall  be  the  end  V 

By  the  reform  propofed  by  Lord  Chatham +,  he  declared  in  the 
Hoafe  of  Lords,  that  he  meant  to  infufe  a  portion  of  new  health  into  the 
Confiitution.  The  Dufce  of  Richmond  has  declared  $,  that  "  his  rea- 
'*  fons  in  favour  of  a  parliamentary  reform  were  formed  on  the  expe- 
"  Hence  of  twenty-iix  years,  which,  whether  in  or  out  of  Govern- 
"  ment,  had  equally  convinced  him,  that  the  reftoration  of  a  genuine 
"  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  a  renovation  of  the  rights  of  the  people, 
"  was  the  only  remedy  againft  that  fyftem  of  corruption,  which  nad 
*'  brought  the  nation  todifgrace  and  poverty,  and  threatened  it  with 
••  the  lofc  of  liberty." 

Other  authorities,  in^favour  of  a  parliamentary  reform,  as  direct 
and  explicit  as  thefe,  might  be  quoted  in  abundance:  The  Public  is 
poffefled  of  them.  •  We  rather  wilh  to  encounter,  becaufe  we  are  Aire 
we  can  efface,  in  every  rational  mind,  the  impreffion,  which  may 
have  been  made  by  a  view  of  thofe  events  which  have  attended  a  total 
change  in  the  constitution  of  France.  We  deny  the  exiftence  of  any 
refemblance  whatever  between  the  cafes  of  the  two  kingdoms ;  and 
we  utterly  difclaim  the  neceffity  of  referring  to  fimilar  remedies. — 
We  do  not  believe  that,  at  this  day,  an  abfolute  avowed  defpotifm, 
in  the  hands  of  the  executive  power,  would  be  endured  in  this  coun- 
try. But  who  can  fay,  to  what  conclufion  the  filent  unrefifted  ope- 
ration of  abufes,  inceflantty  acting,  and  conftantly  increafing,  may 
lead  us  hereafter  \  what  habits  it  may  gradually  create ;  what  power  it 
may  finally  efbblifh  ?  The  abufes  in  the  government  of  France  were  fuf- 
fered  to  gather  and  accumulate,  until  nothing  but  an  eruption  could  put 
en  end  to  them.  The  difcontent  of  the  people  was  converted  into  defpair. 
Preventive  remedies  were  either  not  thought  of  in  time,  or  were  not 
.  propofed  until  it  was  too  late  to  apply  them  with  effect.  The  fub- 
verfion  of  the  ancient  government  enfued.  The  inference  from  this 
companion  is  at  once  fo  powerful  and  fo  obvious,  that  we  know  not 
by  what  argument  to  illuftrate  or  enforce  it.  We  mean  to  avert  for 
ever  from  our  country  the  calamities  infeparable  from  fuch  convul- 
lions.  If  there  be,  as  it  is  faid,  in  any  part  of  this  kingdom,  a  dif- 
pofition  to  promote  confufion,  'or  even  to  arrive  at  improvement  by 
unconftitutional  and  irregular  courfes,  we  hold  ourfelves  as  ftrictly 
pledged  to  refill  that  difpolition,  wherever  it  may  appear,  as  to  pur- 
iue  our  own  objects  by  unexceptionable  methods.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
it  be  true,  that  the  mafs  of  the  people  are  fatisfied  with  the  prefenc 
ftate  of  things,  or  indifferent  about  it ;  if  they  approve  of  the  repre- 
fentation  as  it  (lands,  the  form  of  election,  #and  the  duration  01  the 
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had  other  flootives,  he  confefled,  befides  the  general  importance' 
of  the  fubjedt,  to  fay  a  few  words  now  upon  it.  It  was  a 
queftion  on  which  he  had  thought  attentively.  He  was  unwil- 
ling to  weary  the  Houfe  with  many  obfervations  upon  his  .own 

truft ;  or  if,  condemning  thefe  things/  they  are  determined,  from  in- 
dolence or  defpair,  not  to  attempt  to  correct  them  5  then  indeed  the 
efforts  of  individuals  may  be  ineffectual,  but  they  cannot  be  injurious 
to  the  peace  of  the  community.  If  the  fpirit  of  the  constitution  be 
dead  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  no  human  induftry  can  revive  it.-* 
To  affirm,  that  extenftve  mifchief  may  be  done  by  a  ftatement  of  fads 
or  arguments,  which  make  no  general  impreffionon  the  public  mind, 
is  a  proportion  that  contradicts  itfelf,  and  requires  no  other  refutation. 
We  truft  it  will  be  proved  by  experiment,  that  thefe  inconfiftent  af- 
fertions  are  equally  unfounded,  and  tha,t  the  people  of  this  country  are 
no  more  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  abufes  without  complaint,  than  to 
look  for  redrefs  in  any  proceedings  repugnant  to  the  laws,  or  unwar- 
ranted by  the  conftitution.  Between  anarchy  and  defpotifm,  fpeak- 
ing  for  ourfelves,  we  have  no  choice  to  make ;  we  have  no  preference 
to  give.  We  neither  admit  the  neceffity,  nor  can  we  endure  the  idea 
of  reforting  to  either  of  thefe  extremities^  a  refuge  from  the  other. 
The  courfe  we  are  determined  to  purfue,  is  equally  diftant  from  both- 

Finally,  we  aflert,  that  it  muft  be  blindnefs  not  to  fee,  and  treachery 
not  to  acknowledge, 

That  "  *  the  inftruments  of  power  are  not  perhaps  fo  open  and 
"  avowed  as  they  formerly  were,  and  therefore  are  the  lefs  liable  to 
**  jealous  and  invidious  reflections ;  but  they  are  not  the  weaker  upon 
'*  that  account.  In  fliort,  our  national  debts  and  taxes  have,  in  their 
"  natural  confequences,  thrown  fuch  a  weight  of  power  into  the  exe- 
"  cutive  fcale  of  Government,  as  we  cannot  think  was  intended  by 
"  our  patriot  anceftors,  who  glorioufly  ftruggled  for  the  abolition  of 
"  the  then  formidable  parts  ot  the  prerogative,  and  by  an  unaccount- 
"  able  want  of  forefight,  eftablifhed  this  fyftem  in  their  ftead."  Our 
general  objed  is  to  recover  and  preferve  tie  true  balance  of  the  con- 
ftitution. 

Thefe  are  the  principles  of  our  Aflbciation,  and,  on  our  fteady.  ad- 
herence to  them,  we  look  with  a  juft  confidence  to  the  approbation 
andfupport  of  the  people  in  the  profecution  of  our  object.  A  mea- 
fure,  fo  likely  to  be  oppofed  by  the  united  ftrength  of  various  inte- 
refts,  can  never  fucceed,  but  by  the  declared  and  hearty  concurrence 
of  the  nation. 

Refolved  unanimoufly, 

^  That  a  motion  be  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  at  an  early  pe- 
v  riod  in  the  next  feffion  of  Parliament,  for  introducing  a  parliamentary 
reform. 


*  Blackftonc. 
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conduS,  or  what  feemed  not  exa&ly  to  correfpond  with  what 
he  had  profefled  in  the  earlieft  part  of  his  public  charaSer ; 
becaufe  he  was  convinced  that  the  queftion  to  be  brought  for- 
ward on  this  fubject,  would  involve  fomething  more  than  the 

4 

Refolved  unanimoufly, 

That  Charles  Grey,  Efq.  be  requefted  to  make,  and  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Erikine  to  fecond,  the  above  motion. 

Signed,  by  the  unanimous  order  of  the  Meeting, 

W.  H.  LAMPTON,  Chairman. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  aflb- 
ciated  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  held 
at  the  Freemafons  Tavern,  on  Saturday,  May  5,  1792,  Wilxiau. 
Baker,  Efq.  M.  P.  in  the  Chair.     The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Jchn 
Russell,  M.  P.  Deputy  Chairman. 

Mr.  Baker,  from  the  Committee,  brought  up  the  following  Refo- 
lm ions,  which  were  agreed  to  by  the  Society  : 

Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Meeting,  that  a  formal  notice 
having  been  given  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  Monday  the  ^cth 

1  of  April,  by  Charles  Grey,  Efq.  of  his  intention  to  bring  forward,  at 
an  early  period  in  the  next  feflion  of  Parliament,  a  motion  for  a  par- 
liamentary reform,  occaiion  has  fince  been  taken  to  throw  out  and 
propagate  a  variety  of  afperfions,  equally  groundlefs  in  fubftance,  and 
opproorioiis  in  terms,  againft  the  motives,  objects,  and  proceedings 
of  this  AfTociation. . 

Refolved,  That  although  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  true  objects 
of  our  inftitution  have  been  clearly  defined,  and  diftindUy  cxprefftd 
in  our  Declaration  and  Addrefs,  it  may  neverthelefs  be  advifeable  to 
encounter  and  repel  the  calumnies,  with  which  we  have  been  attack-  . 
cd,  by  the  following  obfervations,  which  we  willingly  fubmit  to  the 
cool  and  impartial  judgement  of  our  country. 

\  That  whereas  it  is  objected  generally  by  perfons,  who  have  not  yet 

ventured  to  deny  the  neceffity  of  a  reform  in  the  actual  reprefentation 
of  the  people,  at  fome  proper  but  undetermined  period,  that  the  time 
we  have  taken,  and  the  mode  we  have  adopted,  for  bringing  forward 
the  meafure,  are  likely  to  produce  the  raoft  dangerous  cpnfequences 
in  the  country  ;  we  fay  that  the  arguments,  which  determined  us  in 
the  choice  .of  the  time,  have  been  fully  ftatedin  our  Addrefs,  but  have 
been  no  where  anfwered,  nor  at  all  fairly  confident.  This  objection 
is  urged  and  relied  on,  as  if  it  had  not  been  forefeen  and  anticipated. 
We  muft  content  ourfelves,  therefore,  with  re-afTening,  that  a  fea- 
fon  of  quiet  and  profperity  is  the  moft  proper  for  mild  and  temperate 
difcuflion,  as  well  as  for  taking  modewte  and  reafonable  fecuritie* 
for  the  future  ;  and  that  the  choice  of  fuch  a  time  is  alone  fufficient 

[■      to  clear  us  of  any  intention  to  promote  popular  difcontcnt.    But  we 
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chara&er,  the  fortune,  the  connexion,  the  liberty,  or  the  life 
of  any  individual.  It  might  affeft  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
which,  under  the  favour  of  Providence,  this  country  had,  for 
a  long  time,  enjoyed,  in  a  fuperior  degree,  perhaps,  to  any 

onderftand  it  has  been  particularly  afferted,  that  the  prefent  time  is 
improper,  bccaufe  no  fpecific  grievance  cxifts ;  whereas  the  period, 
when  former  propofals  for  reform  were  offered  to  Parliament,  was 
perfe&ly  proper,  becaufe  a  grievance  did  then  fubfift  in  the  American 
war ;  the  origin,  the  continuance,  and  the  calamities  of  which  were 
attributed  to,  or  fuppofed  to  be  connected  with,  the  imperfect  and 
corrupted  ftatc  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament. 

We  do  not  admit,  that  the  immediate  non-exiftence  of  grievances, 
which  the  acknowledged  corruption  of  the  inftitution  is  at  all  times 
equally  capable  of  producing,  is  any  ebje&ion  againft  taking  fecurities 
to  prevent  the  return  of  fuch  grievances.  But  we  pofitively  affirm, 
that,  in  fatt,  a  cafe  has  lately  occurred,  which,  on  the  very  prin- 
ciples of  the  objection,  eftablifties  the  neceuityofa  reform  in  the  con- 
ftruclion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  We  mean  the  late  armament 
intended  to  act  againft  Ruflia,  which  might  have  involved  the  nation 
in  a  moft  impolitic  and  ruinous  war  ;  and  to  which  a  large  majority 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  gave  their  fupport,  in  direct  contradiction 
to  the  real  interefts,  and  to  the  acknowledged  fenfe  of  the  people. — 
With  refpedt  to  the  mode  of  our  proceeding,  we  conceive,  that  the 
objections  urged  againft  it,  ought  to  have  been  as  precife*  as  ijpeciiic, 
as  the  reafons  we  have  afligned  in  fupport  of  it.  Inftead  of  comparing 
the  principles,  we  profefs  with  thofe  of  the  conftitution  ;  inftead  of 
canvaffing  the  terms  of  our  declaration,  and  proving  a  contradiction 
between  our  profeflions  and  our  conduct,  it  is  thought  fit  to  load  us 
with  a  loofe,  unfupported,  general  charge,  cxpreffed  in  the  language 
of  reproach,  not  of  argument ;  of  uniting  with  certain  bodies  ofmen, 
whole  principles  and  practice,  as  far  as  they  appear  to  be  fuch  as  they 
are  reprefented,  we  have  not  only  difclaimed  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
but  have  declared,  that  we  are  determined  to  refift  to  the  utmoft  of 
our  ability.  Not  a  fingle  proposition,  not  one  fentence,  nor  even  a 
word  in  the  Declaration  and  Addrefs,  which  we  have  fubmitted  to  the 
Public,  has  been  pointed  out  as  liable  to  an  objection  of  any  kind. 
We  do  believe,  that  the  minds  of  men  are  every  day  more  and  more 
enlightened  on  the  fubjeel  of  the  conftitution  and  government  of  their 
country,  as  well  as  more  attentive  to  it,  than  in  former  times.  That 
dtfpofition  has  hot  been  created  by  any  efforts  of  ours.  We  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  exifts  very  generally  through  this  kingdom.  Is  it  ufeful 
to  difcourage,  is  it  poflible  to  fupprefs  it  ?  We  earneftly  recommend 
it  to  thofe,  who  wim  well  to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  to  confider 
ferioufly,  whether,  under  the  acknowledged  exiftence  of  abufes,  a 
declared  refiftance  to  every  propofal  for  amendment  may  not,  in  the 
event,  prove  favourable  to  the  views  ofmen  whofe  principles  are  de- 
ftru&ive  of  ail  good  government,  and  wholly  irreconcileable  with  the 
,  object  of  our  Affociation. 

Before  the  motion,  to  which  one  of  our  members,  in<4K>rnpliance 
with  the  requeff  of  the  Society,  has  pledged  himfelf,  cj&  be  made, 
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part  of  the  habitable  globe.  It  might  aflfed  us,  who,  from 
the  time  of  general  darknefs  and  bondage  to  the  prefent  hour, 
had  fat  quietly,  perceiving  other  Powers  ftruggling  faith  ty- 
ranny and  opprefiion,  -while  we  enjoyed  our  freedom  ; '  it  might 

we  hope  the  fenfe  of  the  country  will  be  diftjnctly  exprefied.  If,  after 
having  done  every  thing  in  our  power  to  obtain  the  reform,  which 
we  think  wanting,  the  country  fhall  appear  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
prefent  -ftate  of  rcprefcntation,  we  muft  and  (hall  fubmit :  if,  on  the 
contrary,  the  propriety  of  oar  meafures  (ball  appear  to  be  generally 
felt  and  acknowledged,  we  (hall  hold  ou Helves  bound  to  ufe  every 
legal  and  conftitutional  means  of  effecting  a  timely  and  temperate  re- 
form ;  the  only  one  which  we  can  propofe,  and  the  only  one  to  which 
we  will  give  our  concurrence.  Whenever  that  object  is  obtained,  our 
Aflbciation  is  at  an  end.  We  go  no  farther.  The  people  then  will 
poflefs  a  more  perfect  organ  to  exprefs  their  fentiments,  and  a  power 
to  correct  thofe  abufei,  which  we  call  fubordinate,  and  which  we  be- 
lieve to  proceed  principally  from  the  prefent  depraved  ftate  of  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people  in:  Parliament. 

Rcfolved,  That  the  above  refolutions,  propofed  by  the  Commit* 
tee,  be  agreed  to,  and  adopted  by  the  Society,  and  that  the  Commits 
fee  be  infracted  to  publilh  the  fame. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

William  Baker,  M.  P.  Chairman* 


Freemafon's  Tavern,  Saturday,  June  9,  179Z. 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  The  Friends  of  the 
People,  affociated  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary 
Reform,  held  this  day,  John  Wharton,  Efq.  M.  P.  in  the  chair, 

The  following  letter,  addreffed  to  the  Chairman  of  this  Society, 
was  read : 

«*  Monday  noon,  June  4,  1792" 
"  Sir, 

«'  After  the  ftrong  Declaration  and  Proteft,  which  fome  of  us 
thought  it  our  duty  to  make,  at  the  meeting  on  the  19th  of  May, 
and  in  which  we  all  heartily  concurred,  we  might  perhaps  have  been 
juftified  in  adopting  that  line  of  conduct,  which  we  now  find  ourfelves 
bound  to  purfue,  immediately  on  the  appearance  of  the  paper  froni 
the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information,  on  the  2  cth  of  that  month, 
if  we  had  not  been  anxious,  in  that  moment  of  critical  expectation, 
to  check  every  fy mptom  of  difunion  among  ourfelves,  in  the  fan- 
guine  hope,  that  at  the  meeting  on  Saturday  laft,  the  moft  decifive 
meafures  might  have  been  taken  to  obviate  the  fatal  effects  of  that 
publication. 

"  You,  Sir,  will  recollect  the  weighty  objections  which  were  made 
to  Mr,  Cooper's  admiffion  as  a  Member  of  the  Aflbciation,  the  fpe- 

3N  z 
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even  bring  us  into  anarchy  and  confufion  worfe,  if  pofiible, 
than  if  we  had  to  contend  with  defpotifm  itfelf.  He  thought 
the  country  Ihould  know  what  the  opinions  of  public  men  were 
upon  the  fubjedt  now  before  them,  and  how  they  felt  at  this  mo- 

cific  ground  of  thofe  objections,  and  the  declared  refolution  of  fome 
of  us  to  renounce  our  connection  with  the  Affociation  on  that  very 
account :  And,  as  we  cannot  diftinguiih  between  the  appointment  of 
that  gentleman  to  correfpond  with  the  Jacobins  at  Paris,  and  the  ex- 
prefs  avowal  of  a  firailar  correfpondence  actually  carried  on  under  the 
hand  and  fignature  of  Mr.  Cartwright,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  conceive 
upon  what  principle  the  one  mould  hive  ceafed  to  belong  to  the  Affo- 
ciation, which  did  not  equally  demand  the  exclufion  ofthe  other. 

"  No  ftep  of  this  fort  appears  to  have  been  taken  :  Retaining  the 
fame  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  a  parliamentary  reform,  agreeably  to 
thofe  principles  which  alone  induced  us  to  engage  in  the  Affociation, 
and  which  we  have  repeatedly  declared  to  the  Public,  we  feel  what  is 
due  to  our  own  confiitency  of  conduct ;  and  under  this  impreffion,  we 
think  it  incumbent  on  us  to  withdraw  our  names  from  a  Society, 
which,  by  continuing  fuch  connections,  will,  in  our  opinion,  frus- 
trate the  attainment  of  thofe  very  objects,  for  which  alone  the  Affo- 
ciation was  inftituted,  and  to  which  alone  its,  attention  ought  to  be 
directed. 

"  We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"  Sir, 
"  Your  mod  obedient, 

"  and  humble  fervants, 

(Signed)  "  John  Russell, 

"  William  Baker, 


"  To  the  Chairman  of  the; 
Affociation  for  obtaining  a 
Parliamentary  Reform." 


««    J.  t.  CURWEN, 

?*  Dudley  North, 

**   J.  CoURTENAY. 


Refolved  unanimoufly, 
That  if  it  had  occurred  to  any  Member  of  this  Affociation,  that 
Major,  Cartwright  ought  to  have  been  excluded  on  Saturday  laft,  it 
would  have  been  an  act  of  public  duty  in  fuch  Member  to  have  brought 
forward  a  Motion  for  that  purpofe. 

Refolved  unanimoufly, 
That  no  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  afligned  the  continuance 
of  Major  Cartwright  in  the  Society,  as  their  fole  reafon  for  quitting 
it,  did  attend  at  the  general  meeting  on  Saturday  laft. 

Refolved  unanimoufly, 
That  it  does  not  appear  upon  what  reafonable  ground  the  five  gen- 
tlemen, who  have  now  quitted  the  Affociation,  could  have  entertain- 
ed a  "  fanguine  hope"  that  meafures,  which' even  they  did  not  think 
lit  to  recommend,  fhould  have  been  propofed  by  others  in  their  »&> 
fence. 
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went*  He  confefled  they  had  a  peculiar  right  to  know  from 
him  his  opinion  on  the  fubjeft  of  parliamentary  reform.  He 
could  have  wiftied,  that  a  fubjeft  of  this  immenfc  importance  . 
had  been  brought  forward  at  a  time  when  he  was  perfonally 
more  able  to  take  an  active  part  in  a  debate  than  at  prefent,  but 
above  all,  on  a  day  on  which  the  Jioufe  had  no  other  matter  . 

Refolved  unanimoufly, 
That  at  the  meeting  of  the  10th  of  May,  the  name  of  Mr.  Cooper 
was  voluntarily  withdrawn  by  the  gentleman  who  had  originally  pro- 
pofed  him,  before  any  objection   had   been  publicly  made,  or  any 
thing  whatever  had  been  {aid  in  the  Society  upon  the  fubjec"L 
Refolved  unanimoufly, 
That  this  Society  have  entered  into  no  connections  whatfoever,  in- 
confiftent  with  their  declared  principles ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  have 
publicly  declined  all  intercourfc  with  another  Society,  whofe  views 
and  objects  appeared  to  them  irreconcileable  with  the  real  interefts  of 
the  people,  and  the  genuine  principles  of  the  conftitution. 
Refolved  unanimoufly, 
That  if  this  Society  had  in  any  inftance  contradicted,  or  departed 
from  the  declared  principles  and  objects  of  their  inftitution,  or  de- 
riated  from  the  mode  which  was  originally  adopted  for  obtaining 
them,  individuals  might  then  be  juftihed  in  withdrawing  from  it. 
Refolved  unanimoufly, 
That  no  act,  -proceeding,  or  refolution   of  the   Affociation,  has 
been,  or  can  be,  pointed  out,  in  which  they  have  contradicted  or 
departed  from  the  declared  principles  and  objects  of  their  inftitution, 
or  deviated  from  the  mode  which  was  originally  adopted  for  obtain- 
ing them. 

Refolved  unanimoufly, 
That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  expunge  the  name  of  Lord  John 
-     Ruflell  from  the  books  of  this  Society. 
Refolved  unanimoufly, 
That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  expunge  the  name  of  William 
Baker,  Efq.  from  the  books  of  this  Society. 
Refolved  unanimoufly, 
That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  expunge  the  name  of  JohnChriC 
iian  Curwen,  Efq.  from  the  books  of  this  Society. 
Refolved  unanimoufly, 
That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  expunge  the  name  of  Dudley 
North,  Ef<j.  from  the  books  of  this  Society. 
Refolved  unanimoufly, 
That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  expunge  the  name  of  John  Cour- 
tenay,  Efq.  from  the  books  of  this  Society. 

The  names  of  thofe  five  gentlemen  being  expunged,  agreeably  to 
the  refolutions  of  the  Society, 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  on  this  day,  be 
,  printed  and  publiihed. 

J  In  name,  and  by  order  of  the  Society, 

J  Signed,  John  Wharton,  Chairman. 
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ta  attend  to.  He  wifhed  alfo  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
bring  it  forward  on  fome  diftinft  propofition  dated  to  the 
Hdufe,  that  they  might,  early  in  the  next  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, take  the  whole  queftion  into  confideration ;  in  which 
cafe  he  lhould,  perhaps,  have  referved  himfelf  until  the  day 
appointed  for  the  confideration  of  the  fuhje£t .;  but  as  this  was 
a  general  notice,  without  any  fpecific  propofition,  he  muft  fay 
he  felt  no  difficulty  in  aliening,  in  the  moft  decifive  terms,  that 
be  obje£ted  both  to  the  time  and  the  mode  in  which  this  bufi- 
nefs  was  brought  forward.  He  felt  this  fubje£l  fo  deeply,  that 
be  muft  fpeak  on  it  without  any  referve.  He  would  there- 
fore confefs,  that,  in  one  refpeft,  he  had  changed  his  opinion 
upon  this  fubjecr.,  and  he  was  not  afraid  to  own  it.  He  re- 
tained his  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  a  reform  in  Parliament, 
if  it  could  be  obtained  without  danger  or  mifchief,  by  a  gene** 
ral  concurrence,  pointing  harmlefsly  at  its  obje£l.  But  he  con- 
fefled  he  was  afraid,  at  this  moment,  that  if  agreed  on  by  that 
'Houfe,  the  fecurity  of  all  the  bleffings  we '  enjoyed  would  be 
ftiaken  to  the  foundation.  He  confeffed,  he  was  not  fanguine 
enough  to  hope  that  a  reform  at  this  time  could  fafely  be  at- 
tempted. His  object  always  had  been,  but  now  moft  parti- 
cularly fo,  to  give  permanence  to  that  which  we  a&ually  en- 
joy, rather  than  remove  any  a&ually  fubfifting  grievances. — . 
He  conceived  that  the  beautiful  fyftem  of  our  conftitution,  and 
the  only  fecurity  we  had  for  the  continuance  of  it,  was  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ;  but  he  was  forry  to  confefs,  that  fecurity 
was  imperfedr.,  while  there  were  perfons  who  thought  that  the 
people  were  not  adequately  reprefented  in  Parliament.  It  was 
cflentiai  to  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  that  they  lhould  be 
convinced  that  they,  and  the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  felt  aft 
identity  of  intercft.  That  the  nation  at  large,  rand  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people,  held  a  conformity  of  fentiment:  this 
was  the  effence  of  a  proper  reprefentative  aflembly ;  undwr  this 
legitimate  authority,  a  people  could  be  faid  to  be  really  free  ; 
and  this  was  a  ftate  in  which  the  true  fpirit  of  proper  demo- 
cracy could  be  faid  to  fubfift.  This  was  the  only  mode  by 
which  freedom  and  due  order  could  be  well  united.  If  at- 
tempts were  made  to  go  beyond  this,  they  ended  in  a  wild  ftate 
of  nature  that  mocked  the  name  of  liberty,  and  by  which  the 
human  chara&er  was  degraded,  inftead  of  being  free.  He  once 
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thought,  and  (till  thought,  upon  the  point  of  the  reprefentatioa 
of  the  Commons,  that  if  fome  mode  could  be  adopted,  by 
which  the  people  could  have  any  additional  fecurity  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  bleffings  which  they  now  enjoy,  it  would  be  aa 
improvement  in  the  conftitntion  of  this  country.  That  was 
the  extent  of  his  objed ;  farther  he  never  wifhed  to  go  ;  and  if 
this  could  be  obtained  without  the  rifle  of  lofing  what  we  have, 
he  (hould  think  it  wife  to  make  the  experiment.  When  he 
faid  this,  it  was  not  becaufe  he  believed  there  was  any  existing 
grievance  in  this  country  that  was  felt  at  this  hour.  On  the 
contrary,  he  believed  that  at  this  moment  we  a&ually  did  enjoy 
as  much  happinefs  as  we  (hould,  or  that  a  rational  man  could 
ever  hope  for  ;  and  if  he  faid  otherwife,  he  (hould  be  dealing 
unfairly  with  the  Houfe,  with  the  Public,  and  with  himfelf  ; 
for  thefe  were  his  genuine  feelings.  He  believed  that  we  were 
in  a  (late  of  profperity  and  pfogreflive  improvement  feldom 
equalled,  never  excelled,  by  any  nation  at  any  period  in  the 
hiftory  of  this  world. 

He  then  came  to  the  time  and  mode  of  bringing  this  fubjeft 
forward.  Upon  thefe  points,  every  rational  man  had  two 
things  to  confider.  Thefe  were,  the  probability  of  fuccefs, 
and  the  rifk  to  be  run  by  the  attempt.  Upon  the  latter  confi- 
deration,  he  owned,  his  apprehenfions  were  very  great:  he 
feared  the  corruptions  that  might  follow  the  attempt ;  and  look- 
ing at  it  in  both  views,  he  faw  nothing  but  difcouragement. 
He  faw  no  chance  of  fucceeding  in  the  attempt  in  the  firft 
place,  but  faw  great  danger  of  anarchy  and  confufion  in  the 
fecond.  He  faw  no  wifdom  in  attempting  any  thing,  without 
an  united  and  careful  attention  to  the  probable  confequences, 
with  fear  and  dread.  It  was  true,  he  had  made  fome  attempts 
upon  this  fubjeft  himfelf,  but  at  what  time  ?  What  were  the 
circumftances  in  which  he  did  fo  ?  There  was  then  a  general 
apprehenfion,  which  now,  thank  God,  was  referred  to  rather 
as  a  matter  of  hiftory  than  any  thing  elfe  ;  all  fear  of  danger 
Was  entirely  removed  ;  but  there  was  then  a  general  feeling, 
that  we  were  upon  the  verge  of  a  public  national  bankruptcy, 
and  a  ftrong  fenfe  was  entertained  of  pra&ical  grievances : — • 
this  was  at  the  conclufion  of  the  American  war  ;  fucceeding  a 
period,  when  the  influence  of  the  Crown  was  declared  to  have 
increafed,  to  be  increafmg,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  diminifhed. 
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Many  thought*  and  he  was  of  the  number*  that  urilefs  there 
*r  as  a  better  connexion  between  the  Parliament  and  the  people, 
and  an  uniformity  of  fentiment  between  them,  the  fafety  of 
this  country  was  endangered. 

Many  moderate  men  at  that  time  admitted,  there  were 
abufes  that  ought  to  be  corrected  ;  but  having  weighed  the 
whole  ftate  of  the  cafe,  even  as  it  flood  then,  they  were  of 
opinion,  that  although  fome  evil  was  to-  be  met  with,  yet, 
that  on  the  whole  the  good  preponderated,  and  therefore  from 
a  fear  of  poffible  confequences,  they  voted  againft  his  plan  of 
reformation  ?  If  in  fuch  a  time,  under  fuch  circumftances, 
moderate  men  thought  in  this  way,  what  would  they  think 
under  the  prefent  circumftances  ?  He  put  it  not  only  to  that 
Houfe,  butalfo  to  the  country  at  large  ;  and  he  would  afk  all 
moderate  men  in  it,  what  were  their  feelings  on  this  fubject 
at  this  moment  ?  He  believed  that  he  could  anticipate  the 
anfwer — u  This  is  not  a  time  to  make  hazardous  experi- 
"  ments."  Could  we  forget  what  leflbns  had  been  given  to 
the  world  within  a  few  years  ?  Could  we  fuppofe  that  men 
felt  the  iituation  of  this  country,  as  now  happily  contrafted 
with  others,  to  be  in  a  deplorable  condition  ?  Could  we  ex- 
pect that  thefe  moderate  men  would  become  converts  to  the 
new  fyftcm  attempted  in  another  country  ?  A  fyftem  which 
all  men  would  reject.  He  hoped  that  fuch  doctrine  would 
not  find  many  profelytes  among  the  moderate  and  the  peace- 
able ,  if  not,  there  could  be  no  hope  of  fuccefs,  and  confe- 
quently,  no  wifdom  in  the  attempt.  But  it  feemed  that  there 
was  a  great  number  of  perfons  in  this  country  who  wifhed 
for  a  reform  in  Parliament,  and  they  were  increafing  daily. 
That  their  number  was  great,  he  was  happy  enough  to  doubt ; 
what  their  intereft  or  their  vigour  would  be,  if  called  upon  to 
exert  themfelves,  againft  the  good  fenfe  and  courage  of  the 
fober  part  of  the  community,  did  not^occafion  him  much  ap- 
prehenfion.  He  did  not  mean  to  allude  to  any  particular 
Member  of  that  Houfe  for  the  purpofe  of  being  fevere — but 
when  they  came  in  the  fhape  of  advertifements  in  newfpa- 
pers,  inviting  the  Public  as  it  were  to  repair  to  their  ftandard 
and  to  join  them;  they  fhould  be  reprobated,  and  the  ten- 
dency of  their  meetings  expofed  to  the  people  in  their  true 
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colours.  He  was  willing,  as  long  as  he  could,  to  give  gen- 
tlemen the  bed  conftru&ion  that  could  be  put  upon  their  ac- 
tions, and  to  give  them  credit  for  fuch  fentiments  ;  but  the 
advertifements  he  alluded  to  in  the  public  newfpapers,  were 
fan&ioned  with  the  very  name  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  given  this  notice.  He  would  fay,  that  there  {hould 
be  a  great  deal  of  activity  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  our 
conftitution,  who  ought  to  take  pains  properly  to  addrefs  the 
public  mind,  and  to  keep  it  in  that  ftate  which  was  neceflary 
to  preferve  our  prefent  tranquillity.  He  had  feen  with  con- 
cern, that  thofe  gentlemen  of  whom  he  fpoke,  who  were 
Members  of  that  Houfe,  were  conne&ed  with  others  who 
profefled  not  reform  only,  but  dirett  hoftility  to  the  very  form 
of  our  Government.  This  afforded  fufpicion  that  the  motion 
for  reform  was  nothing  more  than  the  preliminary  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  whole  fyftem  of  our  prefent  Government* 
If  they  fucceeded,  they  would  overthrow  what  he  thought 
the  beft  conftitution  that  was  ever  formed  on  the  habitable 
globe.  Thefe  confiderations  led  him  to  wifh  the  Houfe  to 
take  great  care  that  no  encouragement  (hould  he  given  to  any 
ftep  that  might  fap  the  very  foundation  of  our  conftitution* 
When  he  faw  thefe  opinions  publiftied,  and  knew  them  to  be 
conne&ed  with  opinions  that  were  libels  on  the  form  of  our 
Government ;  the  hereditary  fucceflion  to  the  Throne — the 
hereditary  titles  of  our  men  of  rank — the  total  deftru£lion  of 
all  fubordination  in  the  State,  he  confefled  he  felt  no  inclina- 
tion to  promife  his  fupport  to  the  propofed  motion  for  a  parli- 
amentary reform.  It  was  to  follow  a  madnefs'  which  had 
been  called  liberty  in  another  country — a  condition  at  war 
with  true  freedom  and  good  order,  a  ftate  to  which  defpotifm 
itfelf  was  preferable— a  ftate  in  which  liberty  could  not  exift 
for  a  day  ;  if  it  appeared  in  the  morning,  it  muft  perifli  be- 
fore fun-fet.  He  begged  leave  to  allure  the  Houfe  that  he 
thought  it  his  duty,  to  the  laft  hour  of  his  life,  to  oppofe  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  power,  attempts  of  this  nature ;  fo  much 
did  he  difapprove  of  the  prefent  attempt,  that  if  he  was  called 
to  chufe  either  to  hazard  this,  or  for  ever  abandon  all  hopes 
or  defire  to  have  any  reform  at  all,  he  would  fay  he  fliould 
have  no  reform  whatever,  and  he  believed  that  as  a  Member 
Vol.  XXXII.  3<> 
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of  Parliament,  an  ^Englifhman,  or  as  an  honeft  man,  it  was 
his  duty  to  make  that  declaration  at  once.  He  wifhed  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  to  reflect  on  his  chafer,  the  (lake  he 
had  in  the  country,  the  hazard  to  which  he  might  expofe 
himfelf,  and  the  great  poffeflions  he  was  heir  to  ;  but  above 
all,  for  the  honour  of  his  fplendid  and  rifing  talents  for  elo- 
quence, and  the  purfuits  of  virtue,  all,  all  might  be  loft  by 
an  indifcrcet  attempt  upon  the  fubjecT: ;  he  could  not  help  la* 
menting  that  this  notice  had  been  given.  He  had  then  made 
a  fort  of  compendium  of  all  the  objections,  he  faid,  he  mould 
fubmit  to  the  Houfc  and  the  Public,  if  the  motion  mould 
ever  be  made,  and  concluded  with  an  encomium  on  the  con- 
ftitution  of  this  country — a  monument  of  human  wifdom, 
Which  had  been  hitherto  the  exclufive  bleffing  of  the  Englifl* 
nation. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  understood  that  they  were  in  fome 
meafure  to  confider  themfelves  as  debating  fome  part  of  the 
fubject  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  it,  and  the  queftion  now  was* 
"  Whether  this  fubjecl  (hould  or  mould  not  be  brought  for- 
41  ward  early  in  the  next  feffion  of  Parliament  ?"  He  felt  ad- 
ditional difficulty  from  the  Ipeech  he  had  juft  heard,  and  he 
was  forry  to  find  it  received  fo  much  of  the  approbation  of 
the  Houfe.  He  knew  that  within  the  walls  of  that  Houfe* 
the  words  "  Parliamentary  Reform"  were  completely  unpo- 
pular, the  Public,  he  believed,  regarded  it  in  a  very  different 
'  view,  and  therefore  he  mould  ftate  to  the  Houfe  what  the 
feelings  of  his  mind  were  upon  the  fubjecT:.  Firft  of  all  he 
begged  it  to  be  remembered,  that  he  never  profefled  to  be  as 
fanguine  upon  this  fubjecT:  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  juft  fpoken  \,  but  although  lefs  fanguine,  he  happened 
to  be  a  little  more  confident  in  this  cafe,  for  he  had  early,  in 
his  public  life,  formed  an  opinion  of  the  neceflity  of  a  parli- 
amentary reform,  he  remained  to  this  hour  as  fully  convinced 
as  ever  of  that  neceflity.  The  danger  which  then  exifted, 
Drill  exifted  to  the  liberty  of  the  people.  The  Chancellor  of 
.  the  Exchequer  had,  year  after  year,  made  fpeeches  in  favour 
of  a  Parliamentary  Reform.  He  had  followed  it  up  to  the 
year  1785*  when  at  laft  all  his  ardour  forfook  him.  The 
caufe  for  this  reform  had,  fo  far  from  diminiftiing,  been  pro- 
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greflively  increafing,  and  more  than  ever  in  the  lafl:  feflSon  of 
Parliament ;  he  had  given  his  reafons  upon  this  fubject  be- 
ore  ;  he  would  not  now  fay  that  there  mud  be  a  parliamen- 
tary reform  ;  he  was  almoft' forbidden  to  talk  of  it  from  the 
fpeech  he  had  juft  heard  ;  but  unlefs  fome thing  was  done — he 
knew  it  was  not  agreeable  to  the  Houfe  to  he^tr  it — but  h£ 
would  repeat,  that  unlefs  fomething  was  done  to  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  people,  there  would  be  fome  difficulty  in  pre- 
ferving  the  internal  tranquillity  of  this  kingdom  for  any  great 
length  of  time.  The  misfortune  was,  that  the  proceedings 
of  that  Houfe  often  were  at  variance  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Public. 

Of  the  truth  of  this,  the  armament  againft  Ruffia  was 
a  ftriking  inftance.  The  declaration  of  the  Houfe  was, 
that  we  lhould  proceed  to  hoftilities.  The  declaration  of 
the  people, was,  that  we  fhould.not ;  and  fo  ftrong  was 
that  declaration,  that  it  filenced  and  overawed  the  Mi- 
nifter  with  his  triumphant  majority  ;  he  was  Obliged  to 
felinquilh  his  plan  at  a  time  when  he  had  a  confiding 
and  implicit  majority.  What  was  the  confequence  ?— 
That  the  people  of  England  were  at  this  moment  paying 
the  expence  of  an  armament  for  which  they  never  gave 
their  confent,  and  a$  far  as  that  goes,  they  pay  their 
money  for  not  being  reprefented  in  Parliament ;  that 
their  fentiments  were  not  fpoken  in  Parliament,  and 
what  was  ftill  worfe,  that  when  a  complaint  was  made 
of  the  impropriety  of  this,  thofe  who  called  themfelves 
the  repreferitatives  of  the  people  refufed  to  inquire  into 
the  fubjedt  at  all  ;  they  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
clear  up  to  the  people  any  part  of  the  tranfaftiofi,  fo  as 
to  fliew  them  the  folly  of  their  opinion,  and  the  wifdom 
of  their  reprefentatives.  Thefe  were  the  points  that  dif-. 
gulled  the  Public  with  the  proceedings  of  Parliament ; 
the  truth  was,  that  the  principle  on  which  this,  as  well 
as  other  votes,  had  been  given  by  that  Houfe,  was  wrong 
in  itfelf;  it  was  the  confidence  which  had  been  fo  im- 
plicitly given  to  the  Minifler,  and  that  too  not  merely 
fo  him  from   experience  of  his  probity  and  talents,  but 

■3  O  a 


468  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1791. 

merely  becaufe  he  was  Mlnifter  ;  the  do&rine  was,  that 
the  agent  of  the  executive  power  for  the  time  being,  be 
he  who  he  may,  is  entitled  to  confidence  ;  and  if  he  af- 
terwards commits  what  the  people  call  a  blunder,  no  in- 
quiry fhall  be  had  into  his  conduit.  As  to  the  other 
part  of  the  Minifter's  fpeech,  which  related  to  the  allies 
of  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grey),  he  thought  he 
fhould  give  it  a  complete  anfwer,  by  faying  to  the  Mi- 
nifter,  Pray,  who  will  you  have  for  your's  ? — On  our  part 
there  are  infuriated  republicans — on  yours,  there  are  the 
Haves  of  defpotifm ;  both  of  them  unfriendly,  perhaps, 
to  fome  part  q£  the  conftitutipn  of  their  country,  but 
there  was  no  comparifon  between  them  in  point  of  real 
x  hoftility  to  the  fpirit  of  freedom  ;  the  one,  by  having  too 
ardent  a  defire  for  liberty,  loft  fight  of  the  true  medium 
by  which  it  was  to  be  prefcrved  ;  the  other  detefted  the 
thing  itfelf,  and  were  pleafed  with  nothing  but  tyranny 
and  defpotifm.  As  to  the  books  that  had  been  lately  pub- 
lilhed  upon  the  principles  of  Government,  and  to  which 
the  Minifter  alluded,  when  he  talked  of  dangerous  doc- 
trine againft  monarchy,  he  could  only  fay,  that  he  had 
not  read  many  of  them :  there  were  two  well-known 
pamphlets,  written  by  a  gentleman,  who  had  diftinguifh- 
ed  himfelf  as  an  author,  during  {he  American  war,  a 
native  of  that  country,  of  the  name  of  Paine.  One  of 
thefe  two  pamphlets  he  had  read  ;  the  other  he  had  not 
feen ;  and  he  muft  fay,  that  whatever  merit  might  be 
met  with  in  that  publication,  he  could  not  fuppofe  we 
were  fo  far  reduced,  as  to  be  in  any  great  danger  from  the 
abufe  of  a  foreigner  ;  nor  becaufe,  perhaps,  (he  did  not 
remember  feeing  it,  by  the  bye)  that  the  word  "  reform" 
was  to  be  feen  in  the  "  Rights  of  Man,"  that  therefore 
all  thofe  who  thought  a  reform  neceflary,  agreed  with 
the  general  tendency  of  that  book  ;  the  truth  was,  that 
the  book,  called  u  Rights  of  Man,"  was  a  performance 
totally  different  from  all  ideas  of  reform  in  our  Govern- 
ment. It  went  to  the  length  of  changing  the  form  of  it. 
_         Why,  then,    fliould  thofe  who  profeffed  reverence  for 
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the  conflitution  of  this  country,  be  charged  with  haying 
taken  up  the  fentimcnfs  contained  in  a  book  that  was  a 
libel  on  it  ?  As  to  the  fear  of  innovation,  he  confefled 
there  appeared  to  him  to  be  very  little  in  it ;  at  leaft  it 
could  not  be  well  urged  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, becaufe  upon  that  point  he  muft  argue  againft  him- 
felf ;  if  innovation  was  wrong  now,  it  muft  have  been  fo 
always,  when  the  Minifter  brought  it  fgrward.  In  fhort, 
the  longer  the  reform  had  been  delayed,  the  more  ur- 
gent it  became,  and  care  fhould  be  taken  that  the  difeafe 
ihould  not  be  permitted  to  increafe,  until  it  required  a 
defperate  remedy. 

In  (hort,  upon  the  word  innovation,  he  muft  take  the  liberty 
of  repeating  what  he  uttered  almoft  the  firft  time  he  addreffed 
that  Houfe ;  an  obfervation  which  fome  thought  quaintly  ex- 
preffed  "  That  the  greateft  innovation  that  could  be  introduced 
€i  in  the  conflitution  of  England,  was  to  come  to  a  vote,  that 
"  there  fliould  be  no  innovation  in  it."  The  greateft  beauty 
of  the  conflitution  was,  that  in  its  very  principle  it  admitted  of 
perpetual  improvement,  which  time  and  circumftances  ren- 
dered neceffary.  It  was  a  conflitution,  the  chief  excellence 
of  which  was,  that  of  admitting  a  perpetual  reform.  He  faw 
nothing  in  any  human  inftitution  fo  very  reverend  as  not  to  ad- 
mit of  being  touched  or  looked  at ;  in  his  opinion,  the  per- 
manency of  the  conflitution  muft  depend  upon  what  the  people 
thought  of  it,  and  before  they  could  have  any  great  reverence 
for  it,  it  was  neceffary  they  fhould  be  convinced  that  the  voice 
of  their  reprefentatives  was  in  unifon  with  their  own  ;  he  did 
not  chufe  to  make  any  invidious  reference  to  paft  circum- 
ftances ;  if  it  was  to  be  understood  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
fliould  be  the  organ  of  the  public  voice,  he  muft  fay  that  he 
could  not  help  wifhing  that  no  Minifter  might  again  advife  the 
Sovereign  to  difregard  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
becaufe  it  did  not  fpeak  the  voice  of  the  people.  [Alluding  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  conduft  in  the  year  1784, 
when  the  Houfe  of  Commons  addreffed  the  Kifig  not  to  diffolve 
the  Parliament  at  that  alarming  crifis.]  He  could  not  con- 
ceive any  thing  more  dangerous  than  fuch  a  pra&ice.  Here 
he  took  a  view  of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  and  the  hiftory  of 
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it,  as  applicable  to  the  prefent  fubje&,  and  confefled  that  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  the  Minified  fpeech  that  he  did  not  under- 
ftand  when  compared  with  fome  of  his  former  declarations.— 
Much  had  been  infilled  upon",    although  obliquely,  upon  the 
fuppofed  terrific  fituation  of  France,  upon  which  he  fliouldob- 
ferve,  that  the  old  government  was  fo  deteftable,  that  the  mod 
moderate  man  he  ever  heard  in  his  life,  agreed,  that  if  it  could 
be  proved  that  there  could  not  be  great  improvements  introduced 
into  it,  the  whole  df  it  (hould  be  overthrown  at  once ;  the  re- 
volution therefore  was  juftified,    and  therefore  there  did  not 
appear  to  him  fo  much  danger  from  the  fuppofed  contagion  of 
their  example  ;  to  dread  firnilar  danger  we  fhould  be  in  fimilar 
circumftances,   which  was  nothing  like  the  cafe.     Why  then 
fhould  we  fhut  the  door  againft  reform  ?     Whenever  he  heard 
fpeeches  on  the  dreadful  fituation  of  the  French,  (tolerably  well 
exaggerated  by  the  way,    in  the  accounts  we  received  of  their 
calamities,  and  of  the  defe&ivenefs  of  the  prefent  form  of  their 
Government)  ;  he  always  thought  they  preceded  expreflions  of 
difapprobation  of  all  reformation  in  this  country.     If  it  be  true 
that  the  people  of  this  country  feel  grievances,  and  really  wifli 
for  a  parliamentary  reform,    they  have  a  right  to  have  it ;  if, 
on  the  contrary,    there  are  no  fuch  grievances,    nor  any  fuch, 
wifhes,  his  honourable  friend  was  in  the  right  to  give  this  no- 
tice ;  it  afforded  time  to  inquire  into  the  fads,   and  called  on 
the  Public   for  attention  to  the  object.     At  all  events  it  was  ' 
proper  that  attention  (hould  be  called  to  thefe  things,   and,  he 
believed,  it  would  turn  out  to  be  the  general  opinion  that  a  re- 
formation was  wanting,    for  he  believed  it  to  be  a  principle 
which  attended  all  human  inftitutions,    that  unlefs  they  were 
amended,  they  would  naturally  become  worfe,  that  whatever 
was  not  improved  mutt  naturally  degenerate. 

He  might  be  afked,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  why  was  not  his  name 
in  the  lift  of  the  fociety  for  the  reform  ?  His  reafon  was,  that 
though  he  faw  great  and  enormous  grievances,  he  did  not  fee 
the  remedy.  Had  his  honourable  friend  confulted  him,  he 
lhould  have  heiitated  upon  recommending  him  to  take  the  part 
he  had  taken  ;  having,  however,  taken  it,  he  could  not  fee 
why  the  prefent  period  was  improper  for  the  difcuflion.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  he  thought  had  in  his  warmth 
out-run  himfelf,  when  he  held  forth  Great  Britain  as  the  only 
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power  exempted  from  defpotifm  and  anarchy,  and  in  pofleflion 
of  undifturbed  liberty :  France,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  had  entirely 
changed  a  deteftable  Government.  Poland,  he  hoped  the  right 
^honourable  gentleman  would  not  maintain,  was  under  defpo- 
tifm ;  and  he  would  make  a  falfe  ftatement  if  he  dated  other- 
wife  than  that  America  was  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  liberty, 
a  liberty  which  had  produced  juft ice,  commerce,  wealth,  and 
profperity.  The  world  he  believed  to  be  rapidly  improving  in 
fciencc,  in  knowledge,  and  in  virtue  ;  and  as  philofophy  was 
fpreading  her  light  round  every  part  of  the  world,  England 
alone,  he  hoped,  would  not  remain  without  improvement, 
and  enveloped  in  the  darknefs  of  bigotry.  Our  conftitution  he 
admired,  and  particularly  that  principle  of  it  which  admitted 
of  every  improvement  being  grafted  upon  it  fafely.  The 
Crown  had  been  curtailed  of  its  prerogative,  the  Lords  had 
had  their  privileges  abridged,  and  the  Commons',  within  his 
memory,  had  alfo  •  had  their  privileges  abridged  ;  he  faw  no 
danger  therefore  in  continued  reform,  and  had  no  difficulty  in 
declaring  himfelf  a  friend  to  improvement  of  every  kind.  He 
concluded  with  obferving,  that  he  wiftied  the  Public  to  know 
the  real  obje&  of  this  notice.  To  call  the  public  attention  to 
the  fubjeft  of  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in 
Parliament. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  they  had  no  mo- 
tion before  them  ;  but  faid,  if  it  was  their  pleafure  to  proceed, 
he  fhould  fubmit  entirely  to  their  judgement. 

Mr.  BURKE  began  by  faying  that  there  were  few  fubjefls, 
indeed,  which  would  have  induced  him  to  come  down,  and 
deliver  his  opinions  in  that  Houfe,  but  this  was  certainly  one 
which  he  thought  he  was  in  duty  bound  not  to  pafs  over  in 
Filence.  He  was  now  an  old  man,  and  there  was  {till  a  ftronger 
reafon  for  his  not  engaging  in  the  difcuflion  of  public  queftions, 
that  he  had  received  from  his  bell  friends  the  beft  advice  that 
they  could  have  given  to  him,  it  was,  to  retire.  His  friends 
judged  right,  and  he  certainly  thought  himfelf  unfit  for  bufi- 
nefs,  when  he  iecolle£ted  that  he  had  loft  fuch  friends,  as  any 
man  mud  have  been  proud  to  aflbciate  with,  and  with  whom 
he  had  fo  long  afted  with  themoft  fervent  and  mutual  fmce- 
rity ;  that  being  the  cafe,  the  advice  and  the,  conduft  of  his 
friends,  as  well  as  twenty- feven  years  experience  in  Parliament, 
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was  a  warning  for  him  how  to  guide  his  future  proceedings  in 
that  Houfe,  or  in  other  words,  a  warning  to  retirej  confider- 
ing  himfelf  at  the  Tame  time  as  one  who  had  done  his  duty,  »and 
had  become  old  and  infirm  in  the  fervice  of  his  country  ;  yet 
while  he  left  more  a&ive  concerns  of  life  to  the  condu£t  of 
more  vigorous  men  in  years  and  underftanding,  he  ftill  would 
put  in  his  claim  as  a  friend  to  the  country,  to  ufe  his  utmoft 
exertions  in  its  fervice,  whenever  an  attack  was  made  upon 
the  conftitution,  and  to  defend  its  real  interefts  againft  every 
attempt  to  overturn  it.  As  invalids  therefore  are  always  put 
upon  garrifon  duty,  and  though  not  the  firft  for  foreign  fervice, 
are  thofe  who  ought  firft  to  move  when  the  garrifon  is  attacked, 
it  became  his  duty  now  to  come  forward  ;  they  ought  efpeci- 
ally  to  be  foremoft  in  the  defence ;  becaufe  if  they  were  worfted, 
they  left  behind  them  thofe  who  were  poflefTcdof  more  ftrength 
and  greater  power  to  defend  it  effectually.  '  In  this  view,  he 
looked  upon  the  prefent  notice,  which,  taking  it  merely  as  a 
notice,  he  confidered  to  be  fraught  with  mifchievous  confe- 
quences ;  not  that  he  meant  to  afcribe  any  wrong  motives,  or 
intentions,  to  thofe  who  brought  it  forward,  becaufe  he  knew 
well  that  there  were  amongft  them  many  for  whom  he  had  the 
higheft  refpect,  and  moft  fincere  friendship ;  but,  he  muft  con- 
tend, that  though  their  motives  might  be  as  pure  and  patriotic 
'  as  could  be,  ftill,  by  a&ing  upon  an  erroneous  fyftem,  the 
confequences  might  be  dangerous.  He  was  happy  to  Fee,  and 
to  congratulate  the  Houfe  and  the  country  upon  one  thing, 
and  it  was  that  two  very  great,  and  defervedly  very  great  men, 
in  that  Houfe,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  country,  gave  fimilar 
opinions,  and  entertained  fimilar  fentiments  upon  this  fubje£t, 
with  this  only  difference,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
oppofite  to  him  had  dated  his  belief  that  no  fuch  grievances  ex- 
ifted  as  ought  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  agree  to  this  idea  of  re- 
form, and  the  other  right  honourable  gentleman  thought  that 
if  thofe  grievances  did  exift,  the  friends  to  a  reform  had  not 
propofed  or  held  forth  any  thing  like  a  remejdy  for  them,  be- 
caufe he  was  convinced  that  a  parliamentary  reform  would  not 
be  an  effe&ual  remedy,  if  fuch  grievances  exifted.  He  did 
not  think  that  that  word  reform  ought  to  carry  that  weight  with 
it  which  fome  -gentlemen  feerned  to  allow.  If  a  reform  was 
neceflary,    the  way  to  prove  that  it  ought  to  be  agreed  to  was 
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firft  by  dating  the  grievance,  and  then  pointing  out  the  fpeci- 
fic  remedy.  This,  however,  was  not  done  in  the  prefent 
cafe.  The  friends  to  this  plan  of  reformation  feemed  to  ad- 
drcfs  the  people  in  the  fame  manner,  as  if  a  phyfician  was  to 
fay  to  a  patient,  "  You  labour  under  a  terrible  difeafe,  and 
"  mud  take  any  and  every  remedy  we  prefcribe  for  you,  whe- 
"  ther  it  is  opium,  an  emetic,  a  bliftering  plafter,  or  all  to- 
"  gether ;  you  muft  take  them,  however  difcordant  in  effeds, 
"  becaufe,  depend  upon  it,  you  are  in  fuch  a  defperate  fitua- 
"  tion  that  you  muft  do  it."  Similar  was  the  prefent  mode  of 
telling  the  people  you  are  unhappy,  ought  to  be  difcontented, 
and  call  for  a  reform,  though  we  do  not  even  pretend  to  fpe- 
cify  or  (hew  what  reform  is  proper,  or  fuch  as  might  be  of 
any.  fervice  to  you.  He  confidered  giving  a  vote  in  that 
Houfe  upon  any  fubjedt  as  very  different  to  joining  an  aflbcia- 
tion  for  making  converts  to  acaufe  by  holding  out  to  the  people 
the  neceflity  of  complaining,  when  they  themfelves  felt  no 
caufe  for  complaint.  The  prefent  reformers  appeared  in  the 
light  of  quacks,  rather  than  regular  phyficians,  for  they  held 
out  preventives,  when  no  difeafe  was  dreaded,  which  they 
wifhed  to  cram  down  the  throats  of  the  people,  and  make  them 
complain,  when  they  were  not  fenfible  of  grievances,  and 
when  the  public  voice  was  completely  different  to  what  thofe 
friends  to  reformation  ftated  it  to  be.  He  would  afk  if  the 
fenfe  of  the  people  had  been  confulted,  whether  this  aflbciation 
would  have  been  formed  ?  Were  there  any  petitions  from  the 
people  ftating  their  grievances  ?  If  this  was  not  the  cafe,  was 
it  good  and  conftitutional  doftrine  to  holdout  to  them,  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  in  itfelf  a  grievance,  that  there 
was  in  its  formation  fomething  intrir>fically  corrupt  ?  Let  de- 
mocracy get  to  its  greateft  extent  in  this  country,  or  in  thai 
Houfe,  dill  it  would  be  found  that  there  were,,  and  would 
continue  to  be,  great  men  in  that  Houfeupon  different  fides  of 
any  queftion,  that  muft  and  ought  to  have  influence.  He  re- 
gretted being  obliged  to  notice  what  a  right  honourable  friend 
of  his  had  faid,  relative  to  the  proceeding,  in  the  year  1784* 
their  mifchievous  tendency  he  allowed  as.  well  as  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  but  what  did  arife. from  the  conduft  of 
the  different  focieties  and  clubs  that  aflbciated  in  1780,   in 
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were  obliged  to  admit  amongft  their  numbers  men  of  very  dif- 
ferent principles,  and  reformers  of  various  denominations,  the 
confequence  was,  that  no  fyftem  could  be  thought  of  that  fuit- 
ed  the  views  of  all,  of  courfe  many  were  diifatisfied,  and  in 
the  end  they  dropt  every  idea  of  their  own  reform  ;  this  failure, 
however,  he  could  not  afcribe  to  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man oppofite,  who  did  every  thing  he  could  to  bring  about  a 
reform,  and  feemed  as  eager  ajid  zealous  to  effeft  it,  as  he  en- 
forced it  with  all  the  natural  eloquence  and  energy  that  he  pof- 
feilcd. 

At  this  period,  the  acquiefcence  of  the  people  was  reckoned 
necefTary,  as  he  trufted  it  ever  would,  and  it  was  found  then, 
and  he  believed  it  would  be  found  now,  that  the  people  had  no 
fuch  idea  in  their  heads  ;  they  did  not  then,  nor  would  they 
now,  call  for  a  parliamentary  reform.  What  next  did  the 
honourable  gentleman  fay  ? — Why,  that  they  muft  make  the 
people  feel  the  grievances  they  laboured  under,  if  they  could 
not  difcover  them  themfelves,  and  excite  them  to  complaints 
which  they  knew  no  caufe  for ;  and  all  this  they  would  do  from 
the  following  argument :  that  they  know  fome  reform  is  ne-t 
ceflary,  and  that  by  putting  it  into  the  hands  of  fuch  men  as  are, 
from  their  rank,  fortunes,  character,  and  refpeftability  in  the 
country,  the  moft  likely  to  propofe  a  temperate  and  adequate 
reform,  having  much  at  (lake  themfelves,  they  will  ftudy  the 
more  the  interefts  of  the  people.  As  to  the  characters  of  the 
men,  he  would  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  pronounce  them  en- 
titled to  every  encomium  that  could  be  beftowed  on  them  ,  but 
would  they  pledge  their  characters  and  their  confequence  in 
this  country,  that  if  they  once  raife  a  ftrong  fpirit  of  reformation 
and  innovation  amongft  the  people,  they  will  undertake,  or 
have  the  power,  to  guide  their  opinions,  and  prevent  exceffes, 
when  the  ideas  of  the  people  not  improbably  may  carry  them 
to  an  ungovernable  length,  upon  a  fubjeft  which  thqy  under* 
Hand  but  little  of.  If  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  pro^- 
pofed  this  could  guide  and  regulate  the  public  opinion  as  they 
could  their  own,  the  cafe  would  be  different ;  but  that  was  not 
poffibte)  and  therefore  he  thought  there  could  be  no  fuch  thing 
as  a  temperate  reform.  Let  them  recoiled,  that  in  the  days 
of  Hampden,  Hyde,  and  other  reformers  of  thofc  days,  and  in 
different  periods  of  theEnglifh  hiftory,  it  was  found  almoft  iu- 
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variably  that  the  beginners  of  any  reformation  never  faw  it 
ended.     This  was  one  ftrong  reafon  why  they  fliould  not  coun- 
tenance any  indefinite  refonrf ;  for  in  fad  they  never  could 
know  its  extent  and  its  confequences.     He  agreed  perfectly 
with  his  right  honourable  friend,  that  this  country  had  been  for 
a  very  long  time  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of  innovation,  and  pro- 
greffive  reform,  and  though   Kings  had  reigned  who  rather 
checked  than  encouraged  improvements  of  the  conftitution, 
yet  it  was  found  that-  improvements  had,  from  time  to  tjme, 
taken  place,  and  they  were  uniformly  found  to  be  rather  in  de- 
fence of  the  real  conftitution  than  innovations.     It  was  like- 
wife  true,  that  we  had  at  different  times  cut  off  certain  branches 
of  the  prerogative,  when  thofe  branches  were  found  to  be  ini- 
mical to  the  welfare  of  the  people,  but  we  had  always  kept  the 
lamp  of  the  conftitution  burning,  and  fiipplied  it  occafionally 
with  neceflary  afliftance,  without  ever  attempting  to  alter  its 
former  nature  ;  we  had  fcen  a  reformation,  a  revolution,  and, 
on  an  abdication  of  the  crown,  we  had  feen  a  new  family  feat- 
ed  upon  the  throne ;  but  we  had  never,  at  any  one  period, 
touched  upon  an  alteration  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people 
till  very  lately.     If  we  are  in  flavery,  if  in  anarchy  and  con- 
fufion,  if,  in  ftiort,  we  labour  under  any  grievance  whatever,  ' 
let  us  look  if  it  proceeds  from  the  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  Parliament.     Is  the  landed  or  commercial  intereft  affected; 
or  does  any  one  intereft  overpower  or  ad  againft  another  in 
this  country  ?  or  can  it  be  proved  that  fuch  are  the  effe&s  of 
the  prefept  reprefentation  of  the  people  ?    IJe  really  believed 
not.     The  Ruffian  armament  had  been  mentioned,  and  cer- 
tainly that  was  a  fubje&  upon  which  the  opinion  of  the  people 
was  very  decided,  though  that  opinion  differed  widely  from 
the  opinion  of  that  Houfe.     The  people  were  decidedly  againft 
the  meafure,  but  yet  they  did  not  go  fo  far  as  to  fay  that  the 
meafure  ought  to  deftroy  the  Minifter  ;  and  this,  he  contend- 
ed, was  generally  the  cafe  with  the  people  of  England,  who- 
ever was  Minifter  at  the.  time.     It  had  been  fo  with  Sir  Robert 
Walpole*  and  would  be  fo  with  every  future  Minifter.    He 
came  next  to  what  had  been  faid  on  Paine's  book,  which  he 
thought  had  been  very  properly  termed  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  a  libel  of  the  mod  infamous  kind  againft  the  confti- 
tution of  this  country.    He  would  aik  thofe  who  fupported 
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thofe  vifionary  fchemes  of  reform,  what  it  was  they  had  to 
dread?  Could  they  point  out  any  perfon  in  that  Houfe  who 
was  the  avowed  friend  todefpotifm,  or  could  they  fuggeft  any* 
thing  like  a  confpiracy  againft  the  privileges  of  the  people  ?— • 
He  believed  it  was  impoffible  ;  but  he  thought  there  was  no 
difficulty  in  faying  there  were  thofe  in  the  country  who  were* 
avowed  enemies  to  the  conftitution.  [A  cry  of,  Name  him! 
Jfame  him  !]  He  begged  gentlemen  not  todiftrefs  themfelve^ 
by  tbe  repetition  of  calls,  with  which  he  could  not  comply  ; 
he  would  alk,  whether  he  had  called  upon  them  in  a  fimilar 
way,  when  they  made  allufions  much  ftronger  than  he  had  done  j 
however,  he  would  fatisfy  their  curiofity  on  this  point,  by  dat- 
ing what  the  declared  opinions  of  that  night  warranted  Jiim  to 
£0,  which  was,  that  Paine's  pamphlet  was  an  infamous  libal 
upon  the  conftitution,  and  therefore  that  thofe  clubs  and  fo- 
cieties  who  recommended  that  book  to  be  read  by  the  people, 
Were  the  avowed  enemies  of  the  conftitution,  by  prefcribing  to 
%  he  people,  what  was  admitted  by  the  firft  men  in  that  Houfe, 
a  libel  on  the  conftitution,  tending,  by  its  contents,  to  fubvert 
and  overturn  it.  Mr.  Paine  had  been  called  a  ftranger,  a  fo- 
reigner, not  an  Englifliman,  a  Frenchman,  nor  American, 
In  fliort,  he  feemed  to  be  a  man  who  knew  juft  enough  of  all 
countries  to  confufe  and  diftraft  all,  without  being  of  the  leaft 
pfe  to  any.  There  were  in  this  country  men  who  fcrupled  not 
to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  a  fet  in  France  of  the  word  trai- 
tors and  regicides  that  had  ever  been  heard  of,  the  Club  of  the 
Jacobins.  Agents  had  been  fent  from  this  country,  to  enter 
into  a  federation  with  that  iniquitous  club,  and  thofe  were 
men  of  fome  confideration  in  this  country ;  the  names  he  al- 
luded to  were  Thomas  Cooper  and  James  Watt.  [Here  Mr. 
Burke  read  the  addrefs  prefented  to  the  Club  of  the  Jacobins  by 
thofe  gentlemen  on  the  16th  of  April.]  He  faid,  this  was  no- 
thing of  fancy  or  invention,  but  an  avowal  that  there  were 
clubs  in  this  country,  who  bound  themfelves,  by  a  federation 
with  thofe  regicides,  to  approye  their  conduct,  and  a&  in  con- 
cert with  them.  He  likewife  could  name  others  who  avowed 
fimilar  principles  ;  for  inftance,  Mt .  Walker  qf  Manchefter » 
and  what  did  thofe  people  do  ?  did  they  only  give  their  own 
fentiments  ?  No.  By  the  anfwer  of  the  Jacobin  club,  it  ap- 
peared that  thofe  worthies  of  Manchefter  undertook, x  boa) 
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what  authority  he  knew  not,  to  reprefent  all  England.  Thit 
led  him  toftate,  that,  however  upright  the  motives  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  near  him  might  be,  they  muft  neceftarily, 
in  order  to  fucceed  in  their  obje&,  unite  themfelves  with  fome 
of  the  worft  men  in  the  kingdom. 

He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  a  moderate  or  temperate  reform  as 
impoflible,    nor  could  he  look  upon  the  prefent  fchemes  as  if 
there  were  two  parties,    one  for  a  temperate  reform,  and  the 
other  for  a  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution.     And  he  would  aflc 
thofe  honourable  gentlemen  if  they  could  anfwer  for  all  who 
might  join  them  on  this  occafion,  and  were  fure  that  they  would 
be  fatisfied  with  moderate  meafures  ?     He  then  obferved  that 
France  was  not  in  a  fituation  for  reform,   but  was  diftra&ed 
by  a  violent  party.     He  defcribed  the  National  Affembly  as 
confifting  of  700  Members,  400  of  whom  were  lawyers,  300 
of  no  defcriptior)  that  he  could  name ;  and  out  of  the  whole  he 
believed  there  were  not  fix  of  them  that  poflefied  in  any  one 
way  iool.  per  ann.     Having  treated  the  National  Aflembly 
and  their  conduft  with  great  contempt,  he  afked  if  this  was  a 
time  for  encouraging  vifionary  reforms  in  this  country  r     He 
raid,  though  he  had  generally  difagreed  to  the  reforms  formerly 
propofed,  it  was  becaufe  the  mode  did  not  meet  his  approbation ; 
and  he  never  had  refilled  reform  when  he  thought  it   likely 
to  be  ufeful ;  for  inftance,  the  reform  moved  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  feemed  to  him,    if  it  had  been  agreed  to, 
produ&ive  of  good  effects,  without  rifle  of  any  harm  ;    but  in 
the  year  1780  the  affbeiates  in  different  parts  of  the  country 
would  have  defeated  any  temperate  reform.     The  nuble  Duke 
who  was  then  a  reformer  had  propofed  one  mode,  and  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  another,    and  he  dated  what  the  differ- 
ence between  them  was.     He  adverted  to  tne  country  meet- 
ings, T^hich  he  thought  not  the  mod  probable  or  quiet  way  of 
obtaining  the  fenfe  of  the  people,    or  even  knowing  the  true 
fenfe  of  thefe  meetings.  He  made  fome  remarks  on  confidence 
?n  Minifters,  which  had  been  too  much  enlarged  both  in  1784 
and  1792,   towards  the  right  honourable  gentleman,    as  had 
been  ftated  by  his  honourable  friend.    He  then  declared  his 
fixed  admiration  of  that  conftitution,   which  gave  us  freedom 
without  lofing  order ;  and  which,  by  increafing  its  order,  in- 
prcafed  its  liberty  j  and  whi^h,  he  hoped,  and  trufted,  he  ever 
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would  lee  a  continuance  of,  unmoleftcd  and  fecurc  againft  every 
attack.  Theories  ought  to  be  formed  in  experience,  and  ia- 
ftead  of  adapting  the  conftitution  to1  a  theory,  the  theories  he 
wifhed  to  fee  grow  out  of  the  conftitution.  He  concluded, 
by  putting  it  to  the  Houfe  to  fay,  whether  they  knew  of  any 
exifting  grievance  that  warranted  the  rifle,  that  muft  inevi- 
tably attend  the  propofed  motion  for  a  parliamentary  re- 
form. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  muft  explain,  in  a  few  words,  three 
points  on  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  mifun- 
dcrftood  him  ;  the  firft  was  not  very  material :  it  was,  that 
though  he  mentioned  Paine's  book  as  a  libel  on  the  conftitu- 
tion, he  had  not  ufed  the  terms  infamous  and  feditious,  &c. — » 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  applied  to  it.  The  next 
was  that  when  he  had  mentioned  confidence,  it  was  without  any 
perfonal  allufion  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite, 
but  to  the  King's  Minifters  for  the  time,  conceiving  the  confi- 
dence of  late  fo  much  required  by  the  executive  power  as  very 
unconftitutional  and  deftruftive.  The  third  was,  that  he  had 
not  faid  that  a  parliamentary  reform  could  be  no  remedy  to 
exifting  grievances,  but  that  he  had  heard  of  no  fpecific 
mode  of  reform  that  he  was  convinced  would  be  a  proper  re-* 
medy. 

Mr.  BURKE  (hortly  explained,  and  in  the  eourfe  of  what 
he  faid,  declared  that  with  regard  to  confidence,  he  had  no 
connexion  either  with  Minifters  or  thofe  out  of  office,  but  he 
well  remembered,  the  firft  great  queftion  about  confidence  was 
ufed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  1 774,  and  he  thought 
it  a  very  ftrong  point  at  the  time. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  he  acknowledged  that  he  faw  more 
than  an  ordinary  difficulty  to  fpeak  on  this  fubjedt,  and  he  felt 
confiderable  pain  alfo  from  being  obliged  to  bppofe  any  thing 
brought  forward  and  fupported  by  his  honourable  friends  near 
him,  with  whom  he  always  thought  it  an  honour  fo  agree,-— 
But  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  his  duty  and  convi&ion  led 
him,  even  upon  the  notice  given,  to  offer  his  molt  folemn  decla  j 
ration,  that  whenever  and  in  whatever  fhape  the  motion  for  a 
parliamentary  reform  was  brought  forward  he  muft  oppofe  it. 
Without  going  into  particulars,  he  would  confine  hisafelf  to 
the  mode  of  bringing  it  on,    and  the  remedy  to  be  applied  ta 
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them;  and  he  oppofed  it  particularly  on  this  ground,  that  it 
tended  to  raife  and  excite  amongft  the  people  an  univerfal  dis- 
content, where  none  exifted  previoufly.  It  was  eafy  to  raife  a 
ftorrrj,  but  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  know  when  it  might 
abate,  or  what  effe&s  it  might  produce.  He  did  not  mean  to 
make  any  improper  allufion  to  the  motives  of  his  honourable 
friends,  but  as  to  their  allies  in  this  bufinefs,  he  muft  fay  that 
there  might  be  a  great  difference  between  their  motives  and 
their  purpofes,  and  for  different  purpofes  from  the  fame  mo- 
tive, but  the  queftion  feemed  to  be  thus  put  by  fome  people  ; 
either  that  the  public  mind  is  already  excited  to  complain  by 
cxifting  grievances,  ox  it  is  not ;  if  it  is,  the  propofed  fcheme 
muft  be  ufeful  and  innocent,  if  not,  it  is  right  to  put  it  in  the 
power  of  the  people  to  confider  of  their  real  fituation,  and  de- 
termine accordingly.  This  dilemma,  which  the  printed  paper 
feemed  to  put  the  people  in,  he  difapproved  of,  becaufe  there 
was  nothing  definite  or  conclufive  in  the  propofition.  •  It  fup- 
pofes  the  country  to  be  dead  to  a  fenfe  of  its  grievances,  which 
is  bad,  becaufe  it  wiflies  to  roufe  the  people  from  quietnefs  to 
ferments  and  confufion.  The  grievances,  if  any,  ought  firft 
to  be  pointed  out,  and  fully  confidered,  and  then  the  remedy 
that  was  to  be  applied,  fo  that  by  comparifon,  the  fyftem  might 
be  either  approved  or  reje&ed.  He  had  oppofed  the  plan  for 
reform  brought  forward  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for- 
merly, but  certainly  when  times  were  confidered,  he  had  far 
greater  reafon  to  oppofe  that  now  brought  forward  by  his  right 
honourable  friends,  when  the  public  mind  both  here  and  in 
other  countries  was  in  fuch  a  ftate,  that  even  the  flighted  fcratch 
might  produce  a  mortal  wound.  He  dated  the  dangerous  alli- 
ances which  fuch  affociations  muft  enter  into  ;  whatever  their 
oftenfible  or  real  motives  might  be,  he  agreed  with  the  laft 
Speaker,  that  the  beginners  of  reforms  could  not  always  end 
them,  and  that  a  temperate  parliamentary  reform  was  imprac- 
ticable. He  alluded  to  the  do&rines  of  fome  of  the  clubs  that 
had.  been  mentioned,  which  tended  to  nothing  fhort  of  a  total 
fubverfion  of  the  conftitution.  He  recurred  to  the  opinions  of 
our  anceftors,  and  the  veneration  in  which,  they  held  the  con- 
ftitution, when  the  admiration  of  it  was  fuch  that  any  perfon 
who  had  uttered  a  word  of  difcontent  would  either  be  reckoned 
inad,  or  difaffedled.  He  hoped,  and  wifticd  from  his  heart, 
4. 
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that  every  ftage  of  this  reformation  might  be  refitted,  and  hr. 
trufted  fuccefsfully  ;  and  was  much  afraid  that  his  honourable 
friends  were  not  aware  that,  by  the  alliances  they  formed,  they 
were  far  from  being  certain  that  they  were  not  foftering  a  young 
lion,  who  in  the  firft  moment  of  his  power,  might  employ  his 
ftrength  againft  themfelves ;  upon  all  which  grounds,  he  gave 
his  avowed  refolution  to  oppofe  the  motion  whenever  it  ap- 
peared. . 

The  honourable  T-  ERSKINE  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  an- 
fwerany  thing  that  had  been  faid  that  night,  but  account  why 
his  name  appeared  in  the  paper  fo  frequently  alluded  to.  He 
would  not  only  do  this,  but  pledge  himfelf  to  fulfil  the  prorjiife 
annexed  to  his  name.  And  if  it  fliould  afterwards  happen  that 
he  was  miftaken  in  the  refult,  he  would  not  be  afhamed  to  own 
it,  becaufe  he  had  the  confolation  to  think  that  he  was  not  the 
firft  that  begun  this  fyftem.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
oppofite,  who  began  his  political  career  with  more  than  extra- 
ordinary parliamentary  reform,  winch,  though  unfuccefsful, 
did  him  the  higheft  honour,  and  cdrrefponded  exaftly  with  the 
profefled  fentiments  of  his  father,  whofe  wifdom,  ability,  and 
great  political  charafter,  was  as  juftly  Jdm»red  as  it  was  dear  to 
the  country.  In  this  cafe  it  became  him  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe 
what  he  had*  done,  why  he  did  it,  and  to  reply  to  what  had 
been  faid  as  to  the  time  and  mode  of  doing  it ;  and  he  felt  ex- 
tremely happy,  when  he  thought  that  fo  early  an  opportunity 
had  occurred  to  explain  his  conduct,  becaufe  he  declared  that  if 
he  was  convinced  at  any  future  period,  that  he  had  a£ted  wrong* 
however  confeious  he  now  was  as  to  the  reftitude  of  his  mo- 
tives, he  would  at  once  retraft  all  he  had  done,  and  confefs  his 
error.  His  mode  of  life,  and  that  bufihefs  which  trufted  him 
with  the  management  of  other  people's  affairs,  made  it  necef- 
fary  to  think  of  confequences,  and  a&  accordingly.  It  could 
not  therefore  be  thought,  that  if  the  purpofes  of  the  affociation 
which  he  had  joined,  were  to  fcatter  doubts  amongft  the  people, 
to  fay  they  were  a  ruined  nation,  and,  as  it  were,  to  found  the' 
trumpet  of  alarm  [a  cry  of  hear  !  hear !  vociferated  from  all 
parts  of  the  Houfe],  Mr.  Erfkine  afked,  was  this  the  purity  or 
the  propriety  of  the  Houfe  ?  if  they  meant  to  hear,  why  make 
fuch  a  noife  to  render  it  impoflible,  by  drowning  a  voice  al- 
ready exhaufted  by  the- fatigue  he  had  undergone*  in  another 
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place,  ,and  if  any  thing  he  faid  merited  fuch  applaufe,  he  trufted 
the  Houfe  would  permit  him  to  finifli  his  fentence.  If  it  was 
their  purpofe  to  found  the  trumpet  of  alarm,  and  combine  for 
the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution,  was  it  poflible  that  he  who 
was  a  lawyer,  and  knew  the  blefling  of  the  conftitution  which 
he  enjoyed  much  advantage  from,  could  hkve  lent  his  name  to 
any  fuch  fcheme  ?  He  ftated  his  ideas  of  the  conftitution  in  the 
three  diftinft  branches  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  and 
declared  his  attachment  to  the  real  conftitutiorjal  principles. — 
He  then  came  to  the  mode  of  cleftion,  which  in  its  beft  (late 
we  owed  entirely  to  accident ;  it  could  have  been  formed  in  no 
other  way  ;  and  he  wifhed  to  know  if  the  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman  oppofite  would  affert,  or  even  allow  that  there  was  at 
this  moment  an  adequate  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  Parli- 
ament ;  he  did  not  believe  that  he  would ;  and  he  begged  to 
know  in  what  refpeft  thofe  grievances,  which  induced  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  to  move  for  a  parliamentary  reform  in 
1784,  were  altered  at  prefent,  what  had  happened  fince,  or 
was. the  right  honourable  gentleman  affured  that  the  Parlia- 
ment, from  the  effe&s  of  the  American  war,  would  not  re- 
lapfe  into  that  ftate  of  corruption,  which  he  then  thought  they 
were  in,  and  would  acknowledge  this  as  the  objeft  of  bis  mo- 
tion, and  of  his  father's  ppiniens  alfo— was  the  voice  of  the 
people  fufficiently  felt  now  ?  What  fecurity  have  we  in  his 
admiration  that  the  fame  calamities  may  not  happen,  and 
the  fame  corruption,  as  happened  then ;  and  if  any  danger  at- 
tached to  reform,  certainly  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
muft  incur  a  greater  cenfiire  than  thofe  with  ;whom  he  a£ted, 
by  having  firft  propofed  to  reform  that  conftitution  which  was 
fo  often  faid  had  been  from  age  to  age  the  admiration  of  the 
w6rld.  It  was  impoflible  that  the  opinions  of  a  fet  of  young 
men,  as  they  were  called,  written  on  a  fquare  bit  of  paper,  and 
printed  in  trie  daily  newfpapers,  could  have  greater  danger  in  it, 
than  the  opinion  of  Lord  Chatham.  There  was  nothing,  he 
•  contended,  in  the  declaration  that  entrenched  on  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  King  or  the  privileges  of  the'Lords  or  Commons. 
So  much  was  he  a  friend  to  the  conftitution,  that  if  he  thought 
it  attacked  in  any  way,  he  would  readily  return  to  the  protef- 
fion  he  had  left,  and  fight  for  it  while  he  hail  breath.  He 
ftated  what  a  melancholy  day's  work  he  had  had  in  the. Court 
Vol.  XXXII.  3d 
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of  King's  Bench,  adverting  to  the  cafe  of  John  Home  T^oke, 
who  had  written  and  uttered  fuch  libellous  matter  agaiofb  that 
Houfeand  the  conftitution,  and  who,  in  his  defence,  had  re- 
ferred to  their  journals  to  prove  that  boroughs  were  bought  and 
fold  like  cattle  at  a  fair ;  and  he  ventured  to  fay,  that  had  there 
been  no  truth  in  what  he  advanced,  he  would  not  have  been 
allowed  to  go  out  of  the  Court  in  the  way  he  did,  nor  could 
any  jury  have  hefitated  a  moment  to  give  a  verdidk  for  his  right 
honourable  friend,  as  they  had,  at  laft,  very  properly  done  that 
day.  He  ft  a  ted,  that  on  the  Ruffian  war,  the  opinion  of  the 
Hbufe  was  diametrically  oppofite  to  that  of  the  people,  and 
yet  the  people  obliged  the  Minifter  to  forego  his  plan,  though 
not  by  their  reprefentatives  in  Parliament.  If  the  hundred 
gentlemen  now  aflbciated,  a£ted  upon  wild  or  viiionary  ideas 
the  country  would  foon  find  them  out,  and  decry  them  ;  but  if 
otherwife,  what  danger  could  attend  any  thing  they  have  done  i 
If  the  fa&s  on  which  the  afibciation  had  been  founded,  were 
either  falfe  or  exaggerated,  then  their  efforts  would  be  ftill- 
born  and  abortive.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  their  union  was 
formed  on  a  right  principle,  and  if  it  lhould  alfo  appear  that 
there  were  perfons  in  the  country  who  were  determined  to  at- 
chieve  every  poflible  mifchief  to  the  conftitution,  then  the  afib- 
ciation might  take  their  motto  from  Mr.  Burke,  who  had  faid, 
in  one  of  his  works,  that  "  when  bad  men  confpired,  it  be- 
"  came  neceflary  for  good  men  to  affociate  !"  In  this  view 
of  the  queftion,  he  might  add  from  the  fame  authority,  "  That 
"  temperate  reforms  were  wife  in  proportion  as  they  were 
' '  moderate,  and  that  great  reforms  were  bad  as  they  are  def- 
"  perate."  The  latter  ever  refembled  the  condud  of  a  mob 
before  a  brothel,  who  "  abate  the  nuifance  by  pulling  down 
**  the.  Houfe  !"  He  proceeded  to  defend  the  mode  in  which 
this  bufinefs  had  been  brought  forward.  There  was  in'faft  no 
mode  left,  he  faid,  but  that  of  an  appeal  to  the  under/landings 
of  the  people.  To  fpeak  in  that  Houfe  of  a  parliamentary  re- 
form, was  literally  addreffirig  argument  to  the  **  deaf  adder." 
The  application  muft  fail  from  the  jntereft  which  individuals 
had  in  the  fubjeft.  It  was  as  if  he  had  to  make  a  profeffionai 
addrefs  to  a  jury  on  an  eje&ment,  and  were  told  on  his  rifing, 
that  each  of  the  individuals  who  compofe<t  the  jury,  were  te- 
nants in  common  on  the  eftate  in  quejtion.     In  &ch  a  cafe  he 
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fhould  certainly  put  an  immediate  end  to  his  addrefs.  He  al- 
luded to  Mr.  Pitt's  having  created  fo  many  Peers,  both  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  not  on  account  of  their  fervices  in  the  field 
or  cabinet,  but  merely  for  borough  intereft,  and  he  contended 
every  Minifter  muft  do  the  fame,  while  the  prefent  fyftem  ex- 
ifted.  With  regard  to  Meflrs.  Cooper  and  Watt,  when  firft 
mentioned,  he  was  forry  to  hear  of  it,  becaufe  he  and  the 
other  gentlemen  wifhed  to  be  as  cautious  as  poffible  about  ad- 
mifiion  of  improper  perfons,  but  his  mind  was  at  eafe  when 
he  now  could*  fay  that  they  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the 
affociation. 

Lord  CARHAMPTON  rofe  to  complain  of  having  been 
unneceflarily  alluded  tp  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman.  He 
really  did  not  wifh  to  create  an  unpleafant  or  irkfome  feeling 
in  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  mind.  Some  gentlemen 
had  thought  thofe  who  were  for  a  reform  were  fincere.  Would 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  give  him  leave  to  doubt  ?  be~ 
caufe  he  believed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  be  a  good 
friend  to  the  conftitution,  he  could  not  believe  him  to  be  fin- 
cere,  and  was  glad  to  fee  he  had  not  figned  his  name  among  a 
fociety  of,  what  fhould  he  call  them,  of  Knights  of  the  Square 
Piece  of  Paper. 

Lord  NORTH  faid,  he  would  but  for  a  fhort  time  intrude 
on  the  patience  of  the  Houfe,  not  meaning  to  enter  into  any 
argument  upon  the  fubje&  of  the  notice  given  by  his  honoura- 
ble friend,  as  that  difcuflion  would  be  more  proper  when  the 
regular  moment -for  difcuflion  came ;  he  rofe  merely  to  exprefs 
bis  difapprobation  of  the  propofition.  His  Lord  (hip  exprefled 
his  fatisfa&ion  at  the  language  held  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  aflurcd 
him  that  he  would  co-operate  with  him  in  refitting  the  motion 
whenever  it  fhould  be  made.  That  aflbciation  might  be  ufeful 
and  in  fome  cafes  necefiary,  he  was  not  prepared  to  deny,  but 
that  muft  be  in  cafes  of  fuch  extreme  exigency  that  the  remedy 
could  be  little  fliort  of  a  revolution.  He  declared,  he  gave  his 
honourable  friends  full  credit  for  their  fincerity  and  for  the  pu- 
rity of  their  intentions  ;  but  thofe  who,  like  htm,  preferred 
real  and  practical  happinefs,  muft  flop  at  the  onfet,  or  they 
might  wait  till  refiftance  would  be  too  late,  and  the  ability  of 
his  honourable  friend  and  the  abilities  of  thofe  who  might  join 
with  him  in  forming  an  oppofition  to  flop  the  torrents  of  po- 
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litical  fury,  when  once  it  was  roufed,  might  be  overborne  by 
the  arts,  ingenuity  and  popular  doctrines  of  Mr.  Paine  and  his 
affociates.  His  Lordlhip  faid  he  could  not  better  illiiftrate  the 
manner  in  which  reforting  to  fuch  a  mode  of  quieting  the  dis- 
contents of  the  people  and  preferving  the  conftitutfon  ftruck 
him,  than  by  quoting  a  faying,  which  an  honourable  friend  of 
his*  and  who  was  certainly  not  the  leaft  diftinguifhed  by  abili- 
ties as  a  member  of  the  Aflbciation,  had  put  into  the  mouth  of 
Mr.  Acres.  u  I  fight  in  order  to  prevent  any  mifunderftand- 
"  ing."  He  hoped  his  differing  in  this  particular  inftance  from 
the  opinion  of  his  honourable  friend  who  had  given  the  notice, 
would  make  no  alteration  whatever  in  that  friendfhip  which 
had  hitherto  fubfifted  between  them,  and  which  he  looked  to  as 
one  of  the  comforts  of  the  remainder  of  this  life. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  he  had  read  the  Aflbciation  advertife- 
ment,  and  heard  the  notice  given  by  his  honourable  friend, 
with  a  great  degree  of  pain,  but  he  confidered  it  as  no  fmall  al- 
.  leviation  of  that  pain,  that  the  Houfe  were  permitted  the  de- 
bate, fince  it  was  not  only  an  acknowledgement  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  fubjeft,  but  a  recognition,  that  it  was  paramount 
to  all  the  forms  of  the  Houfe.  Mr.  Powys  entered  his  proteft 
againft  the  propofed  motion,  arid  faid,  he  thought  it  became 
every  man  toftep  forward  and  exprefs  his  difapprobation  of  it. 
He  declared  he  was  one  of  thofe,  who  at  ail  times  and  under 
all  circumftances,  have  oppofed  the  idea  of  reform.  His  vi- 
fual  organs  were,  he  faid,  fo  bad,  that  even  with  all  the  aid  of 
the  telefcopes,  or  glaffes,  of  modern  reformers,  he  could  not 
fee  the  defe&s  and  blemiflies  in  the  conftitution  that  thofe  ocu- 
lifts  would  fain  point  out.  It  might  be  thought  that  he  had 
eyes  that  could  not  fee,  or  an  heart  that  would  not  acknowledge 
what  he  faw.  It  had  been  well  faid,  by  an  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  quoting  the  language  of  a  right  honourable 
friend  of  his, "  when  bad  men  con/pired,  good  men  mult  aflbci- 
ate."  Againft  whom  where  they  to  unite  ?  He  looked  only  to 
thc  genial  heat  that  animated  and  invigorated  the  conftitution, 
and  not  to  little  minute  fpots  and  blemiflies,  that  might  poffi- 
bly  be  difcovered  in  fome  parts  of  it.  Let  gentlemen  before  they 
give  any  vote,  compare  the  a&ual  bleflings  they  now  enjoyed, 
with  the  theoretical  peife&ion,  which  the  honourable  gentlman 
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would  have  them  poflefs:  What  would  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman below  him  fay  would  be  gained  by  adopting  their  pro- 
pofitions  ?  Where  they  to  be  tried  by  the  merits  of  the  quef- 
tion  itfelf,  or  by  fome  adventitious  circumftance  ?  We  were 
not  at  prefent  unquiet,  but  we  were  firft  to  reduce  the  fubjefts 
of  the  country  to  a  ftate  of  unquietnefs,  and  then  carry  the  plan 
into  execution.  \Vere  the  gentlemen  fure,  that  when  difcon- 
tents  were  once  fomented,  it  was  in  their  power  to  allay  them  ? 
The  honourable  gentleman  called  himfelf  a  phyfician  ;  had  he 
felt  his  patient's  pulfe,  and  was  he  convinced  his  medicines 
might  not  operate  to  the  deftru&ion  of  the  patient  ?  Thus 
much  he  could  not  help  faying,  and  he  called  upon  gentlemen 
not  to  argue  the  queftion,  but  to  enter  their  direft  proteft 
againft  it. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  that  if  the  declaration  of  the  Society 
were  pregnant  with  fuch  mifchiefs  as  had  been  imputed  to  it, 
he  fhould  think  himfelf  infane  when  he  figned  his  name  to  it. 
But  he  faw  none  of  the  mifchiefs;  and  many  of  the  benefits. 
It  was  a  fa6b  too  palpable  to  be  denied,  that  abufes  did  exift 
in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people.  The  nation  was  tranquil, 
profperous,  and  wealthy  ;  the  Monarch  on  the  throne  beloved 
by  his  fubje&s  ;  this  was,  therefore,  the  moft  proper  time  to 
confider  temperately  of  thefe  abufes,  and  apply  the  proper  re- 
medy. By  what  me^ns  had  the  public  opinion  on  the  (lave 
trade  been  communicated  to  the  Houfe,  but  by  aflbciatiohs  of 
mefn  comparing  arid  fpeaking  their  fentiments  upon  it  ?  So  it 
would  be  in  all  cafes  founded  onvreafon  and  juftice.  Whatever 
difficulties  they  might  meet  with  at  firft,  the  Houfe  would  at 
length  be  induced  to  hear  and  grant  the  remedy.  He  was  forry 
to  hear  reforms  treated  as  vifionary,  and  abufes  gloffed  over  by 
gaudy  and  founding  epithets.  Thefe  might  difguife,  but  could 
not  conceal  them.  He  was  not  a  republican,  a  name  attempt- 
ed to  be  fixed  on  all  who  talked  of  reform.  He  was  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  three  branches  of  our  Government,  the 
union  and  co-operation  of  all,  and  an  enemy  only  to  that  which 
rendered  them  odious  and  deformed.  Their  defe&s  were  what 
induced  perfons  to  write  againft  the  conftitution  itfelf,  and 
others  to  read  their  obnoxious  doftrines.  To  remove  thefe  de- 
fers, was  to  perform  the  beft  fervice  to  the  conftitution,  and 
difarm  its  enemies  of  this  only  plaufible  argument. 
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Mr.  T.  GRENVILLE  laid,  it  was  not  for  the  purpofe  of 
arguing  the  fubjeft  that  herofe,  but  it  was  to  difcharge  his  duty 
in  endeavouring  to  avert  the  danger  that  he  feared,  from  the 
fubjeft  being  in  agitation,  becaufe  the  proportion  that  was 
brought  forward  tended  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  complaint  in  the 
people;  He  was  ready  to  coalefce  with  any  man,  to  enable 
him  to  refill  effectually  the  meafure  propofed,  and  therefore  he 
would  be  happy  to  unite  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
in  oppofing  the  motion,  becaufe  he  thought  it  was  fraught  with 
the  utmoft  danger  to  the  conftitution. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  began  with  remarking,  that  a  noble  friend 
<?f  his  had  Hated,  from  a  very  poor  authority,  a  circumftance 
of  two  perfons  agreeing  to  fight,  to  prevent  a  mifunderftand- 
ing.  He  Ihould  have  imagined  the  noble  Lord  would  rather 
have  confidered  that  as  a  fort  of  Irilh  excufe  for  a  duel,  than  as 
any  ferious  matter  of  argument.  When  the  motion  Ihould 
come  forward,  he  trufted  it  would  be  met  by  argument  and 
reafon,  rather  than  by  declamation  and  clamour,  for  that  had 
been  a  day  of  clamour,  rather  than  a  day  of  debate.  He  hoped 
there  would  be  no  radical  difpute  among  thofe  with  whom  he 
had  the  hononr  to  a&  in  general,  or  at  lead  that  their  difference 
on  a  particular  point  would  not  be  increafed  by  the  applaufe  of 
the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe.  They  who  thought  as  he  did,  and 
had  figned  the  paper  in  queftion,  felt  great  anxiety  in  differing 
from  their  friends.  They  had  not  clamour  to  fupport  them, 
and  could  find  confolation  only  in  the  goodnefs  of  their  caufe. 
A  noble  Lord,  in  terms  neither  very  civil  nor  parliamentary, 
had  doubted  the  fincerity  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  (Mr. 
Fox)  in  what  he  had  faid  in  their  favour.  They  wanted  not 
the  fignature  of  his  right  honourable  friend  to  ailjure  them  of 
his  concurrence.  They  had  his  bond  in  the  ileadinefs  of  his 
political  principle,  and  the  integrity  of  his  heart.  An  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Powys)  had  called  on  all  who  thought  as 
he  did,  to  proteft  againft  their  object.  It  was  wifely  done.; 
for  to  proteft  was  much  eafier  than  to  argue.  When  the  day 
of  difcuffion  came,  however,  he  hoped  thofe  who  thought  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  have  more  refpe&i  if  not  for 
the  Society,  for  the  country  at  large,  than  to  think  that  protefts 
without  argument  would  be  fufficient.  No  queftion,  he  knew, 
could  he  more  unpopular  in  the  Houfe  ;  he  had  not  fo  bad  a 
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tafte  as  to  wifh  to  fpeak  upon  it  on  that  account ;  but  he  fhould 
I  think  it  bafe  and  contemptible  to  fhrink  from  his  opinion,  be- 

|  caufe  an  unmeaning  clamour  was  excited  againft  it.     There 

I  was,  indeed,  one  dcfcription  of  people  who  would  be  ftill  more 

!  clamorous  againft  the  Members,  and  the  objeft  of  the  Aflo- 

ciation — all  thofe  who  wifhed  the  deftru&ion  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  under  the  pretext  of  reform  ;  and  yet  thefe  were  the  men 
whom  they  were  told  they  mult  aft  with.'  Far  from  it ;  the 
true  allies  of  fuch  men  were  thofe  who  oppofed  a  neceffary  and 
a  temperate  reform,  who,  on  whatever  fophiftical  arguments, 
abandoned  their  former  principles  in  fiipport  of  it.  Was  it  a 
light  argument  mentioned  by  the  learned  gentleman,  who  fup- 
ported  the  neceflity  of  reform  with  fo  much  ability,  that  fixty 
or  feventy  Peers  had  been  created,  or  promoted,  by  the  prefent 
Minifter  for  public  fervices,  for  no  diftinguifhed  abilities,  but 
I  merely  for  their  intereft  in  returning  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 

'  Commons  ?  Here  Peerages  had  been  bartered  for  eleftion  inte- 

reft ;  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom  they  had  been  all  but  proved 
to  have  been  put  up  to  auftion  for  money.  An  honourable 
county  Member  had  gone  fo  far  as  to  charge  the  Minifter  with 
making  men  Peers  not  fit  to  be  His  groom,  and  yet  he  was 
loud  in  the  clamour  againft  reform.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  formerly  fo  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  re- 
form, failing  in  his  propofition  for  adding  one  hundred  Mem- 
bers to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  had  added  almoft  an  equal 
number  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  ;  in  his  public  letter  to  the 
reverend  Mr.  Wyvill,  he  profefTed  himfelf  a  friend,  both  as  a 
man  and  a  Minifter,  to  parliamentary  reform,  and  pledged 
himfelf  to  purfue  it  till  accomplifhed.  What  had  fince  hap- 
pened to  change  his  opinion  ?  He  had  been  eight  years  a  Mi- 
nifter, and  found  he  could  do  without  it.  They  who  thought 
reform  at  all  times  improper,  were  confident ;  but  let  them  be , 
careful  of  what  alliance  they  formed  againft  it.  Let  them  be 
particularly  on  their  guard  againft  the  right  honourable  gentie- 
ihan,  who,  while  they  leagued  to  oppofe  reform,  for  ever  was 
watching  only  an  opportunity  convenient  for  himfelf;  the  con- 
ftitution  had  no  enemy  fo  dangerous  as  hypocrify  ;  thofe  who 
clung  to  it  with  all  its  defefts  ;  no  man  fo  much  to  dread  as  he 
who  kept  his  principles  in  referve,  to  be  afted  upon  as  he  faw 
expedient  for  his  own  ambition  or  popularity,  who  one  day  lead 
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on  the  powers  of  prerogative,  and  another,  the  wildeft  advo- 
cates of  democracy.  Mr.  Sheridan  declared  he  wiftied  the 
queftion  to  be  confidered  as  no  party  queftion,  not  a  miferable 
fcramble  for  places  and  power,  but  to  be  taken  upon  its  own 
merits,  as  an  important  conftitutional  queftion.  With  refpect 
to  the  unreafonablenjefs  of  the  time  for  bringing  forward  fuch  a 
motion,  he  wiftied  to  know  whether  it  was  confidered  fo  on 
account  of  the  profperous  and  tranquil  ftate  of  the  country,  or 
on  account  of  the  increafing  difcontents  of  the  people.  Let  it 
be  branded  with  both  ;  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
•Burke)  he  fuppofed,  wrote  his  pacifying  pamphlet  to  quiet 
thofe  difcontents.  One  of  the  chief  reafons  that  induced  him 
to  fign  his  name  to  the  paper,  was  the  feeing  Mr.  Walker's 
name  to  the  Manchefter  refolutions.  Mr.  Walker,  he  faid, 
was  a  very  refpe&able  character,  a  man  of  fenfe,  character, 
and  opulence.  Mr.  T.  Cooper,  alfo,  he  had  the  pjeafure  to 
know.  He  took  notice  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman's  de- 
claration, that  he  had  been  twenty- feven  years  in  Parliament, 
and  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  excepting  only  about  two 
years,  had  complained  every  year,  that  they  were  violating 
fome  principles  of  the  conftitution,  or  infringing  Tome  privi- 
leges of  the  Houfe  ;  and  then  he  fuppofed  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  faid  to  the  Buckinghamfliire  freeholders,  "  Oh, 
"  there  was  nothing  in  that,  it  was  only  our  party  way  of  talk- 
tc  ing  ;  all  the  reform  we  want,  is  only  to  get  into  the  places 
"  of  the  other  gentlemen,  and  then  things  will  go  on  well." 
With  regard  to  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid, 
of  the  correfpondence  between  Mr.  Codper,  and  the  clubs  at 
Paris,  if  he  were  furnifhed  with  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's fpeech,  during  the  American  war,  in  anfwer  to  fome 
charges  of  having  correfponded  with  the  Americans,  he  dared 
fay,  he  fliould  have  a  very  good  excufe  to  fet  up.  Juft  as  it 
anfwered  the  purpofe  for  argument  the  people  were  lowered  or 
exalted  ;  one  gentleman  had  talked  of  their  nouriftiing  a  young 
Lion,  and  another  of  a  ftorm.  Thofe  metaphors  might  be  ap- 
plied either  way.  If  they  were  at  fea  in  a  (hip,  and  were  to  fee 
a  ftorm  rifing,  it  would  be  more  natural  for  a  good  feaman  to 
fay  of  the  veffel,  "  there  is  a  ftorm  coming,  let's  examine  the 
f"  tackle,  and  fee  that  her  bottom  is  found,"  than  to  fay,  "  the 
"  fhip  is  going  on  in  her  regular  courfej  let  her  proceed,  with- 
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"  out  any  fears  for  her  fafety."  Another  gentleman  had  talked 
of  the  Citadel.  He  would  afk,  was  the  Citadel  attacked  ?  If 
it  was  threatened  was  it  not  proper  that  they  (hould  repair  to 
the  ramparts  and  mount  guard  ?  With  refpeft  to  the  Ruffian 
war,  the  Houfe,  unfortunately  for  the  honourable  gentleman's 
argument,  did  nothing  againft  the  meafure  ;  but  the  people 
without  doors  difliked  the  war,  and  that  compelled  the  right 
honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  abandon  his 
purpofe. 

Major  HOBART  faid,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
thought  proper  to  allude  particularly  to  the  Iriih  Government, 
he  begged  leave  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  few  words  on  the 
fubje&.  Peerages  never  were  fold,  he  faid,  as  had  been  clearly 
proved.  With  regard  to  the  volunteer  aflbciations,  many  gen- 
tlemen of  great  refpe&ability  had  entered  into  them,  and  when 
Ireland  had  gained  her  independence,  ihe  felt  her  confequence 
and  her  profperity.  But  when  a  reform  of  Parliament  was  in 
agitation,  the  volunteers  were  embodied  in  the  capital  to  inti- 
midate the  Houfe  of  Commons,  upon  which  all  the  refpe&able 
men  left  their  corps  and  retired,  arid  Parliament  was  diflblved, 
and  reform  was  heard  of  no  more.  He  faid,  with  regard  to 
the  fubjeft  of  that  day's  notice,  it  was  a  little  extraordinary, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  fhould  call  upon  thofe  who  ob- 
jected to  any  motion  to  argue  againft  it,  before  any  fpecific  mo- 
tion had  been  dated,  or  he  believed  even  confidered  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  themfelves. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  in  explanation  faid,    Mr.  Gratton  had 
publicly  aflerted  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Dublin;    that* 
Peerages  were  fold,  and  no  fatisfa&ory  contradiction  had  been 
made. 

Mr.  BURKE  rofe  to  explain  ;  he  faid,  he  had  been  called 
on  by  a  ftrong  voice,  to  explain  a  correfpondence  he  had  held 
during  the  American  war.  It  was  true*  he  faid,  he  had  held 
a  correfpondence  with  Dr.  Franklin,  for  the  releafe' of  Gene- 
ral Burgoyne,  who  was  a  worthy  man  and  a  brave  and  gallant 
officer,  arid:  appeared  to  be  deferted  by  the  Government  at 
home,  and  opprefled  by  the  Congrefs.  That  correfpondence 
he  had  (till  among  his  papers,  and  he  did  not  think  it  a  difgrace 
to  him ;  he  declared  himfelf  ready  to  put  it,  into  the  hands  of  an 
honourable  gentleman  near  him,  (Col.  Tarleton)  equally  a 
v  Vol.  XXXII,  3R 
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:iend  to  the  honourable  gentleman-  and  himfelf.  He  concluded , 
v  .a  declaring,  that  the  propofed  reform  would  be  equally  fa- 
,.    tn  the  ariftocracy  of  the  country,  and  the  Houfe  of  Com- 

Mr.  ROLLE  declared  he  had  ever  oppofed  propofitions  of 
reform,  and  he  was  determined  to  continue  fo  to  do ;  it  was, 
he  faiu,  a  clear  proof  that  his  conftituents  approved  of  his  con- 
duit, (ince  they  had  four  feveral  times  returned  him  their  re- 
presentative. He  allured  Mr.  Sheridan  that  no  fneer  of  his, 
mould  prevent  his  doing  his  duty. 

Sir  JAMES  ERSKINE  St.  CLAIR  declared  himfelf  ad- 
verfe  to  the  motion  of  which  they  had  received  notice  that  day. 
H^*  would  maintain,  and  fliould  find  no  difficulty  .to  fupport  the 
pro^ofition,  that  the  prefent  reprefentation  in  Parliament  was 
full,  adequate,  and  competent  to  all  the  purpofes  of  a  Houfe 
of  Commons.  He  mentioned  his  having  been  informed  of  a 
lady  in  the  north  at  the  begipningof  this  century,  who  having 
been  told  that  her  hufband  and  family  had  fuffered  the  fentence 
of  the  law,  faid  "  fo  much  the  better,  this  will  make  them 
"  the  more  odious."  He  gave  his  learned  relation  and  his 
friends  full  credit  for  the  goodnefs  of  their  motives,  but  when  he 
confidered  the  extreme  to  which  their  natural  warmth  would 
lead  them,  he  was  greatly  alarmed  indeed  ! 

Major  MAITLAND,  rofe,  becaufe  he  thought  it  his  duty, 
in  a  few  words  to  explain  the  reafon,  that  induced  him  to  fign 
his  name  to  the  paper,  and  he  declared  from  every  thing  he  had 
•heard,  he  was  the  more  confirmed  in  his  conviction  of  the  pro- 
priety of  his  conduct  in  figning  his  name.  The  Major  faid, 
the  danger  if  they  fhrunk  from  it  would  be  greater,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  looked  full  in  the  face.  He  mentioned  the  ill  fuc- 
cefs.of  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion,  relative  to  the  reform  of  the 
Scotch  burghs,  as  a  rfeafon  for  not  coming  forward  in  the  firft 
inftance  with  a  fpecific  motion. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  fte  would  not  add  much  to  the  length  of 
the  debate  ;  he  had  never  ft  It  more  anxiety  and  irritation  of 
.lind  than  he  had  felt  the  whole  of  that  day,  and  he  rofe  then 
under  the  impreflion,  for  anxious  and  uneafy  he  muft  have 
been  to  find  thofe  whofe  good  opinion  was  dear  to  him,  depre- 
cate with  fo  much  warmth  and  fuch  flrong  expreffions  of  appr-e- 
henfion  and  alarm,  the  notice  which  he  had  given.    When  he 
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gave  it,  he  had  no  expectation  or  idea  of  thq  debate  being  pro- 
longed to  that  late  hour  of  the  night,  and  exhaufted  as  he  was, 
he  did  aflure  the  Houfe  he  would  not  detain  them  long.  He 
hoped  it  would  not  be  thought  that  his  motives  were  other  than 
proper. 

With  refpect  to  the  prefervation  of  the  public  tranquillity, 
he  had  as  great  a  (lake  in  the  general  quiet  as  any  man  in  the 
kingdom ;    he  could  have  no  intention,  therefore,  to  do  any 
thing  that  fhou!d  lead  to  anarchy,  or  create  confufion.     Two 
objections  had  been  ftated  with  regard  to  the  fubject  of  his 
notice — the  one  was  the  mode  in  which  it  was  introduced  ; 
the  other,   the  tirpe  at  which  it  was  brought  forward.     Ths 
mode,  he  declared,  he  had  adopted,  becaufe  he  thought  it  the 
Ieaft  exceptionable  mode  of  any  that  could  be  chofen.     But 
it  was  objected,  that  no  fpecific  propofiiion  had  been  ftated. 
•Had  he  brought  forward  any  fpecific  motion,  he  mould  have 
been  told  that  he  ought  firft  to  make  out  fome  particular  griev- 
ance,  and  then  come  forward  with  a  propofal  of  a  remedy. 
Some  gentleman  had  fuppofed  that  the  aflbciation  were  to 
frame  fome  motion  of  reform,  which  was  to  be  binding  on  all 
its  members  ;    but,  he  faid,  whoever  thought  fo,  could  not 
know  any  thing  of  its  nature.     Were  the  Aflbciation  to  re- 
folve  on  fome  particular  mode  of  reform,    ftill  it  would  not 
be  binding  on  any  member  of  it  to  agree  to  that  mode  and  to 
fupport  it.     He  declared,   he  would  not  be  connected  with 
any  fet  of  men,  who  could  act  on  terms  fo  narrow-minded 
and  illiberal.     The  fact  was,  that  obferving  an  opinion  was 
arifing  in  the  country,   that  was  likely  to  lead  to  danger,  if 
means  to  prevent  it  were  not  taken  in  time,    a  fet  of  gentle- 
tlemen,  of  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  be  one,  had  thought 
that  the  beft  poflible  means  of  preventing  mifchief,    was  to 
look  into  the  constitution,    and  to  fuggeft  the  correction  of 
fuch  abufes  as  might   be  found  to  exift  in  its  practice,    in 
order  to  take  from  its  enemies  that  only  great  ground  pf  their, 
clamour  that  the  cohftitution  was  beautiful  in  theory,    but 
corrupt  and  abufive  in  practice.     With  regard  to  the  time  of 
bringing  it  forward,    Mr.   Grey  faid,  that  being  a  time  of 
general  tranquillity,  and  quiet,  it  was  thought  peculiarly  lit 
for  the  difcuilion  of  fuch  a  fubject,  and  it  certainly  was  much 
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more  fo,  than  times  of  public  diftrefs,  or  when  great  matters 
were  in  agitation.  He  alluded  to  the  conduct  of  that  Houfe, 
fines  the  doctrine  of  confidence  had  been  introduced.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  he  faid,  had  been  Minifter 
eight  years,  during  which  time  he  had  been  enabled  to  make 
a  Spaniftv  armament,  and  to  agree  to  an  ignominious  con- 
vention, He  had  alfo  made  an  armament  againft  Ruflia, 
contrary  to  the  exprefs  fenfe  of  the  country.  Thefe  alone  af- 
forded fufficient  proof  that  fome  reform  in  the  reprefentation 
of  the  people  in  Parliament  was  neceffary,  but  far  was  he  or 
any  gentleman  of  the  Afibciation  from  meaning  to  do  any 
thing  that  fhould  injure  or  trench  upon  the  conftitution  ;  their 
object  was  to  preferve  and  maintain  it ;  an  object  for  which 
he  was  willing  to  facrifice  ever  thing  that  was  dear  to  him. 

Mr.  RYDER  faid,  he  certainly  did  not  mean  to  detain 
the  Houfe,  He  rofe  to  obferve  that  at  prefent  they  had 
heard  it  admitted,  that  there  was  no  difcontent  in  the 
country  ;  but  that  in  the  interim,  between  that  time  and 
the  period  at  which  the  motion  was  to  be  made,  dicon- 
tents  and  tumults  were  to  be  excited.  Thus  apprifed  of 
the  intention  of  the  Afibciation,  it  would  become  them 
to  prepare  to  counteract  it  with,  vigour  and  effect.  And 
he  did  hope,  that  the  Public  had  too  much  good  fenfe  to 
refort  to  fpeculative  remedies  for  fpeculative  grievance,  in 
preference  to  actual  and  practical  happinefs. 

Mr.  GREY  declared,  he  hadnot  faid  any  thing  that 
could  warrant  fuch  an  aflertion  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had juft  made. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  he  certainly  fliould  not  have 
rifen  at  that  time  of  the  night  "to  defend  the  paper  to  which 
he  had  figned  his  name,  had  he  thought  it  liable  to  the 
imputations  that  had  been  caft  on  it.  He  begged  leave 
to  fay,  that  it  was  from  the  love  that  he  entertained  for 
the  principles  of  the  conftitution,  and  a  fincere  wifh  to 
preferve  thofe  principles,  and  hand  them  down  to  his  pos- 
terity that  he  had  figned  his  name  to  the  paper.  He  con- 
ceived the  prefent  to  be  the  belt  time  for  making  fuch  a 
motion,  when  the  country  was  in  a  ftate  of  tranquillity . 
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If  this  was  not  the  time,  he  defired  to  know  what  would 
be  the  proper  time  ?  It  was  our  conititution  that  made 
this  country  a  fplendid  exception  to  the  miferies  of  anar- 
chy and  confufiou  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  to 
the  oppreffion  of  defpotifm.  With  a  view  to  preferve  that 
conititution  pure  and  inviolate,  the  Affociation  .had  been 
formed,  and  he  had  thought  neceffary  to  Jay  thus  much 
to  guard  his  own  intentions  from  the  mifconceptions  of 
fome,  and  the  mifreprefentations  of  others. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  fometh'mg  had  fallen 
from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken  laft  but 
one,  which  had  a  good  deal  furprifed  him.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  diiclaimed  any  idea  of  exciting  popu- 
lar difcontents.  Had  not  the  honourable  gentleman  faid 
cxprefsly  that  he  meant  not  to  addrefs  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, but  becaufe  he  wifhed  to  addrefs  the  people,  that  he 
had  given  the  notice  that  day  ?  Mr.  Dundas  folemnly  de- 
clared, he  did  not  know  what  they  had  been  talking  about 
all  night,  if  that  were  not  the  objeft  of  the  notice.  He 
was  not  for  one  fo  much  alarmed  at  the  confequences  of 
the  notice  and  of  the  Affociation  as  other  gentlemen  had 
expreffed  themfelves  to  be,  nor  did  he  at  all  dread  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  queflion.  He  was  perfuaded,  that  the  great 
weight  of  intereft-  in  the  kingdom,  and  a  fenfe  of  the 
comforts  and  real  happinefs  which  the  people  enjoyed, 
would  bear  down  every  dangerous  effort  that  could  be 
made  to  make  them  difcontented  with  the  prefent  coniti- 
tution. He  took  notice  of  the  Affociations  of  Sheffield 
and  Manchefter,  two  great'manufa&uring  towns,  whofe 
avowed  objeft  was  nothing  lefs  than  the  overthrow  of  the 
conftitution  of  this  country  and  the  building  up  of  fome 
other  in  its  ftead  ;  that  was  alfo  the  ultimate  objeft  of 
thofe  who  had  fet  this  queftion  afloat.  He  did  not  mean  . 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Affociation  in  town,  but  thofe  who 
had  recommended  Mr.  Paine's  book,  had  publicly  praifed 
it,  and  endeavoured  to  adopt  the  wild  ideas  it  contained. 
He  read  fome  words  which  he  had  taken  down  from  Mr. 
Fox's  fpeech,  to  prove  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
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man  had  exprefsly  declared,  that  he  meant  to  excite  the 
people,  and  he  alfo  quoted  Mr.  Erfkine's  fpeech,  to  prove 
that  he  had  unequivocally  declared  that  he  aimed  at  the 
fame  end. 

Mr.  FOX  wiflied  to  be  correftly  and  fully  underftood 
on  what  he  had  faid.  He  certainly  did  ufe  the  word  ex- 
cite, becaufe  he  held  it  to  be  a  moft  meritorious  thing  to 
excite  the  attention  of  the  public,  and  induce  them  to  ex- 
amine the  conftitution  of  the  country  from  time  to  time, 
and  to  look  into  thofe  abufes  which  had  crept  into  it,-  and. 
which  if  they  were  fuffered  to  conti»ue  uncorre&ed, 
would  foon  get  to  fo  much  head,    as  to  defy  all  remedy. 

Mr.  DUN  DAS  declared,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  exactly  come  up  to  what  he  had  faid,  and 
therefore,  he  concluded,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man confidered  the  Affociation,  and  Mr.  Paine's  book, 
precifely  in  the  fame  point  of  view. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  had  r^ad  but  one  of  Mr.  Paine's  pam- 
phlets, and  that  he  did  not  approve  it,  and  from  wha$  he 
had  heard  of  the  other,  he  was  inclined  to  think,  tW.he 
ihould  not  approve  of  that  either,  but  was  not  certain  whe- 
ther they  had  not  done  good,  by  leading  men  to  confider 
of  the  conftitution.  In  like  manner  the  book  of  his  right 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Burke)  which  he  difliked  as  much 
as  either  of  them,  had,  he  believed,  done  fomegood,  becaufe 
in  his  opinion,  whatever  led  to  a  difcuffion  of  the  fubje&, 
was  of  fervice. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR,  defired  to  be  heard  in  his  own 
juftification ;  he  faid,  he  had  fo  long  ago  as  the  year  1785, 
voted  againft  a  reform  of  the  reprefentation  in  Parliament, 
but  he  had  fince  changed  his  opinion  6n  the  fubjedi,  an  al- 
*  tcration  which  the  condu£t  of  that  Houfe  had  occafioned. 
It  was  in  confequence  of  that  coudu£r,  that  he  had  figned 
the  pspers,  being  convinced,  that  it  was  neceflary  to  go 
back  to  the  people,  and  under  fan&ion  of  their  autkenity, 
compel  that  Houfe  to  do  its  duty. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  he  had  figned  the  paper  becaufe 
he  had  lo!>g  been  perfuaded,  that  if  the  country  were  fairly 
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reprefentcd  in  that  Houfe,  the  generdl  intereft  could  not  fail 
to  be  promoted* 

Sir  FRANCIS  B ASSETT  faid,  he  very  feldom  troubled 
the  Houfe,  but  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  enter  his  proteft 
againft  the  meafures  meditating  by  thofe  who  had  figned 
the  Affociation  paper.  From  his  knowledge  of  thofe  gen- 
tlemen, he  was  perfuaded  their  motives  were  pure,  but  he 
muft  deprecate  the  confequences  of  what  they  were  going 
to  do  as  mifchievous  to  the  laft  degree.  The  Aflbciation, 
lie  faid,  clearly  originated  in  the  Affociations  of  Manchefter 
and  Sheffield,  and  could  lead  to  no  good  end.  His  honour- 
able friends  put  the  mod  difficult  tafk  upon  thofe  who  ob- 
jected to  a  reform  of  Parliament  that  was  impofed  on  adver- 
faries.  They  expe&ed  them  to  furnim  arguments  againft 
a  motion  that  had  not  been  ftated.  He  advifed  his  friends 
to  be  cautious  in  their  proceedings,  as  few  people  were  qua- 
lified to  "  ride  in' the  whirlwind  and  diredt  the  ftorm."  He 
had  often  heard,  he  faid,  of  witches  being  able  to  calm  the 
ftorm  when  it  was  raifed. 

Mr.  BAKER  faid,  he  could  not  fuffer  the  Houfe  to  fe- 
parate  without  removing  an  impreffion  endeavoured  to  be 
caft  on  thofe,  who,  like  himfelf,  had  figned  the  Affocia- 
tion. It  had  been  in  direct  terms  ftated,  that  they  origi-, 
nated  in  the  Manchefter  and  Sheffield  Affociations,  and 
adopted  the  principles  of  Mr.  Paine*  s  book.  So  far  from 
it>  both  the  one  and  the  other  wereexprefsly  disclaimed  at 
the  Affociation,  the  object  of  which  was  to  prevent  any 
fuch  pernicious  doSrines  from  obtaining,  by  coming  for- 
ward, and  calling  upon  the  people  to  fuggeft  a  moderate 
correction  of  the  abufes  that  prevailed  in  the  reprefentation 
of  Parliament. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid — Sir,  we  are  called  upon  for  pro- 
tefts  and  declarations.  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  indulge 
•me  with  one  minute  of  their  attention,  to  receive  mine 
among  the  r,eft,  and  the  rather,  as  I  have  fomething  to 
retradt.  as  well  as  fomething  to  declare.  Sir,  I  never  can 
bend  my  mind,  before  any  human  fuperiority,  fo  much 
as  to  admit  that  any  man   in  this  country,  let  his  rank 
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and  fortune,  let  his  family  and  connections^  be  what  they 
may,  can  have  a  dearer  pledge,  a  more  heartfelt  intereft, 
than  I  have,  in  the  profperity  and  happinefs,  in  the 
peace,  and  good  government  of  the  kingdom.  I  faid  I 
had  a  retractation  to  make.  To  perfevere  firmly  in  a  fyf- 
tem  or  opinion  once  adopted,  is  a  good  prefumptive  proof 
of  fincerity  ;  but  there  may  ftill  be  a  better.  It  is  pof- 
fible  to  profefs,  but  hardly  poflible  to  retract,  an  opi- 
nion, from  any  motive  but  conviction.  To  give  your 
retractation  its  character  of  fincerity,  it  muft  be  honour- 
ably declared,  it  muft  be  publicly  and  deliberately 
avowed,  with  the  rcafons  that  belong  to  it.  One  would 
think,  Sir,  from  the  way  in  which  the  idea  of  a  parlia- 
mentary reform  has  been  treated,  that  the  thing  had  ne- 
ver been  thought  of ;  that  the  name  of  it  had  never  been 
mentioned  in  this  Houfe  ;  that  it  appeared  now,  for  the 
firft  time,  a  perfect  and  abfolute  novelty  in  the  minds  of 
men.  Yet,  fince  I  have  fat  in  Parliament,  it  has  hap- 
pened to  me  twice  to  give  my  vote  againft  different  plans 
of,reform,  introduced  by  that  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, who  now  treats  the  very  idea  of  a  reform  of  any 
kind,  not  only  as  too  criminal  and  extravagant  to  be  en- 
couraged by  any  rational  mind,  but  as  if,  in  fact,  it  had 
never  occurred  to  his  own.  The  part  I  took,  on  thofe 
occasions,  was  rather  negative  than  affirmative.  I  was 
guided  by  the  natural  influence  of  refpectable.  authority; 
by  plaufibilities  and  doubts,  by  poffibilities  andappreheh- 
fions ;  but  above  all,  I  myfelf  doubted,  and  therefore  I 
flood  ftill.  I  refrained  from  action,  as  all  men  ought 
to  do,  who  are  not  fure  they  are  acting  right.  My  pre- 
fent  opinion  is  pofitive,  and  for  that  reafon  is  a  proper 
ground  of  action.  It  has  been  taught  me  by  reflection, 
and  inculcated  on  my  mind  by  the  beft  of  all  inftructors, 
my  own  experience.  It  is.  the  view  and  contemplation  of  doc- 
trines and  principles,  introduced  from  day  to  day,  and  of, 
transactions  in  the  laft  and prefent  Parliament,  whicli  have 
removed  my  doubts  of  thenecefuty  of  a  reform  in  the  ac- 
tual conftruction  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  doctrines 
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new  and  dangerous  ; — principles  falfe  and  deftru&ive  ;— 
tranfa&ions  ruinous  and  difgraceful ;  all  which  I  faw  en- 
couraged and  propagated,  inftead  of  being  condemned, 
as  they  ought  to  be.     My  opinion  has  been  deliberately 
formed  on  the  evidence  of  fads  and  my  own  obfervatibn, 
and  never  fliall  yield  to  clamour  or  to  numbers,  or  to 
any  other  influence  but  that  of  convi&ion.     We  are  ac- 
cufed,  in   violent  terms,  of  uniting  with  parties,  with 
whom  we  have  no  communication,  and  of  fupporting 
principles,   and  abetting  fadlions,    which  we  have  re- 
nounced, in  the  ftrongeft  terms  that  the  Englifti  language 
could  fuggeft.    I  had  fome  ihare  in  the  conftrudtion  of 
the  Declaration  and  Addrefs ;  and  furely  I  am,  or  ought 
to  be,  a  competent  judge  of  the  true  intent  and  meaning  . 
of  thofe  papers.     Vnlefs  I  have  lived  to  thefe  years  with- 
out underftanding  my  native  tongue,  I  may  fafely  chal- 
lenge the  moft  acute  and  malignant  obferver,  to  point 
out  a  {ingle  fentence,  or  even  a  word,  to  juftify  the  atro- 
cious charges  brought  againfl;  us.      You  look  for  our 
principles  not  in   our  declarations,  but  in  the  fuppofed 
views  and  proje&s  of  other  men,  whofe  views  and  pro- 
jects, if  any  fuch  exift,  we  have  exprefsly  renounced  ancj 
difclaimed.    As  to  the  objeft  we  avow,  we  may  or  may 
not  fucceed  in  it.     On  that  point  I  am  not  fanguine  ; 
but  I  am  perfectly  fare  that  they,  who  have  recourfe  to 
mere  calumny  and  inve&ives,  have  not  taken  the  beft 
method  to  defeat  us. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  ftated  his  fentiments  to  the 
Houfe,  as  adverfe  to  the  promifed  motion  for  a  reform  in 
parliamentary  reprefentation.  He  ftated  what  had  pafled 
in  Yorkfliire  in  his  prefence  upon  a  Grand  Jury,*  before 
whom  bills  were  found  againfl:  certain  rioters  at  Sheffield ; 
and  it  was  evident,  that  the  political  opinions  that  had  been 
difleminated  among  the  manufa&urers  had  done  an  infinite 
deal  of  mifchief.  He  expatiated  upon  the  imprudence  of 
agitating  queftions  that  could  only  tend  to  excite  popular 
clamour  and  difcontent. 
Vol.  XXXIL  3  S        ' 
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Colonel  HENRY  WINCHCOMB  HARTLEY  .rofe, 
fliortly  to  ftatc,  that  he  was,  upon  the  whole,  againft  a  re- 
form, as  unnecdTary  and  tending  rather  to  endanger  the 
conftitution,  than  ftrengthen  it.  He  recapitulated  its  ex- 
cellencies, and  dwelt  upon  the  real  happineis  enjoyed  under 
it.  He  faid,  he  hoped  we  fhould  long  reap  the  benefit  of 
our  mixed  form  of  Government. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  RQLL8  moved  the  order 
of  the  day,  which  was  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on 
the  bill  for  building  an  Office  for  Mailers  in  Chancery, 
and  for  depofiting  deeds  belonging  to  the  Suitors  of  the 
Court,  for  providing  a  fuitable  number  of  clerks  to  the  Ac- 
countant General,  &c. 

A  fhort  debate  took  place.  The  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  and 
Mr.  Mitford  fupported  the  principle  and  the  provifions  of 
the  bill. 

Mr;  HUSSEY  oppofed  the  bill,  and  contended,  that  the 
intereft  and  dividends  on  the  300,0001.  propofed  to  be  laid 
cut,  fliould  accumulate  for  the  benefit  of  the  fuitors,  apart 
of  whofe property  it  was,  and  proportionably  divided  amongft 
them ;  a  (hare  fhould  he  pafd  to  each  fuitor,  when  the  prin- 
cipal was  paid. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  concurred  with  Mr.  Hufley  in  difapprovr 
Ing  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  paffed  through  the  Committee. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuefdayf  \fi May.  .  *       ' 

Mr.  Secretary  DUND  AS  rofe,  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that; 
pn  a  former  night,  being  limited  in  his  objedl,  by  the  deci- 
iion  of  the  Houfe,  he  had  exprefled  a  doubt,  how  far  he 
could  with  propriety  continue  to  hold  in  his  hands,  a  bufi- 
nefs  which  had  been  fo  materially  altered  from  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  introduced  it ;  upon  mature  reflection  that 
doubt  was  confirmed,  and  any  gentleman,  who  would  giv^ 
fcjmfelf  the  trouble  of  adverting  to  the  fubjeel,  he  was  per- 
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fuaded  wbuld  fee,  how  impdffible  it  was'  for  Kim  to  vote  fot 
any  ,of  thofe  refolutions,  reftridled  as  the  firft  had  already- 
been.  The  beft  thing  he  could  do,  therefprej  toas  to  give 
back  the  whole  bufinefs  into  the  hands  of  thofe,  who  had  . 
originally  introduced  the  difcuflion  into  that  HQufe.  With 
that  view,  he.  defired  them  to  take  notice,  that  he  fhould 
offer  no  bill  in  its  early  ftages,  but  when  the  bill  {hould  be 
in  a  Committee,  if  it  did  not  appear  to  him  to  come  up  to 
the  ideas  that  ftruck  him,  as  being  proper  upon  the  fubje&9 
he  would  either  in  the  Committee,  or  upon  the  report,  op* 
pofe  it,  and  ftiould  think  it  his  duty  to  take  the  fenfeof  the 
Houfe  upon  it. 

Mr.  BEAUFOY  (as  chairman  of  the  late  Cotnmittee) 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  refolution,  agreed  to  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Saturday  morning,  which 
having  been  read  a  fir  ft  time. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  he  was  by  no  means  difpofed 
in  that  ftage  of  the  bufinefs  to  enter  into  a  difcuflion  of  the 
flave  trade ;  he  fhould  content  himfelf  at  that  time  with 
faying,  that  all  the  fpeeches  he  had  heard,  confirmed  the 
opinion  he  had  entertained  frotai  the  beginning.  That  a 
fplendid  abufe  6f  words  had  not  captivated  him.  That  the 
miferable  half-meafure  of  abolition  at  the  end  of  three  years, 
was  the  mod  contemptible  of  all,  not  having  the  glory,  i( 
it  deferved  that  appellation,  of  immediate  abolition,  nor 
the  merit  of  gradual  abolition.  He  faid,  his  principal  mo-* 
tive  for  rifing  was  to  notice  an  after  tion  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  on  a  late  debate,  namely,  that  the  popu- 
lation of  the  iflands  warranted  immediate  abolition,  and,  ( 
that  the  negroes  were  in  a  ftate  of  increafe.  He  thought 
the  aflertions  at  the  time  very  extraordinary.  He  obferved 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  calculations  made  great 
impreffion.  He  had  fince  inquired,  ana*  he  had  the  ftrong- 
eft  reafons  to  believe  them  erroneous  and  unfounded,  and 
he  had  authority  to  fay,  that  the  moft  fatisfa&ory  and  re- 
fpedtable  evidence  might  be  brought  to  the  bar  to  difprove 
them ;  but  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  ofleroi' 
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to  fliew  the  vouchers,  and  grounds,  on  which  he  formed  his  - 
opinion,  he  did  not  wifli  to  take  any  ftep  until  he  had  fcen 
them.  He  faid,  he  was  fare  it  would  appear,  that  there 
was  a  decreafe  in  Jamaica,  and  in  all  the  iflands,  almoft 
without  exception,  and  that  it  was  poverty  arifing  from 
four  or  five  bad  crops,  and  the  price  of  flaves  being  raifed 
in  confequence  of  the  regulating  aft,  which  prevented  feve- 
rtl  of  the  iflands  from  importing  negroes,  and  by  no  means 
an  increafe  in  the  population. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  declared,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  a 
little  mifunderftood  what  had  been  faid  on  the  fubject.  He  had 
never  faid,  that  the  population  was  adequate  to  the  cultivation 
in  all  the  iflands,  but  had  exprefsly  fpoken  of  particular  iflands, 
mentioning  the  old  iflands  as  the  iflands  he  peculiarly  referred 
to.  With  regard  to  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  he  had  ftated  the  - 
fituation  of  that  ifland,  as  varying  in  refpeft  to  its  population, 
under  the  varying  circumftances  that  had  attended  it,  and  had 
attributed  the  mortalities,  to  what  he  had  every  reafon  to  be- 
lieve they  were  occafioned  by,  viz.  the  importation  of  new 
flaves.  As  to  the  vouchers  which  the  noble  Lord  talked  of,  he 
had  no  new  vouchers  to  produce,  nor  had  he  ever  talked  of  any.  - 
His  vouchers  were  already  on  the  table,  being  nothing  more 
than  the  report  pf  the  Privy  Council,  and  the  other  jpapers 
which  had  been  fo  long  before  the  Houle.  He  had  before  faid 
that  his  calculations,  extracted  from  thofe  papers,  he  was  wil- 
ling to  fhew  to  any  gentleman  who  was  defirous  of  feeing  them ; 
and  if  the  noble  Lord  would  refer  to  them,  he  would  have 
only  to  examine  whether  he  had  corre&ly  added  twp  and  two 
together.  He  might  poflibly  have  been  miftaken.  The  nofrte 
Lord  had  made  another  obfervation  with  refpefk  to  the  impor- 
tation of  fugar.  He  had  lately  had  occafion  to  pay  a  good  deal 
of  attention  tojfchat  fubjeft,  and  it  was  well  known  that  the 
Weft- India  merchants  expected  that  the  crops  this  year  would 
be  much  larger  thap  they  ever  before  were ;  and  efpecially 
from  thofe  iflands  were  the  importations  had  ceafed,  and  where' 
it  had  been  faid  the  planters  had  fallen  fliort  of  th^ir  fufficiency 
of  negroes,  from  not  having  been  able  to  go  to  the  expence  of 
fupplying  themfelvcs,  which  tVas  of  itfelf  a  pretty  convincing 
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proof,  that  the  Weft-India  iflands,  generally  fpeaking,  might 
be  duly  cultivated,  (all  idea  of  new  cultivation  being  given  up) 
without  a  farther  continuation  of  the  importation  of  African 
negroes. 

Lord  C  ARHAMPTON  took  notice  of  Mr*  Secretary  Dun- 
das  having  refigned  the  whole  bufinefs  into  the  hands  of  the 
two  right  honourable  gentlemen,  whofe  fuperior  talents,  he 
faid,  fo  well  entitled  them  to  lead  the  refpe&ive  fides  of  the 
Houfe.  Any  oppofition  to  them,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  would 
probably  prove  fruitlefs.  He  would  only,  therefore,  fay,  that 
as  the  power  was  theirs,  fo  with  them  be  the  refponfibility ! 

Mr,  BAILEY  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  that  fince  the  difcuflion 
on  the  fubje&  had  taken  place,  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
Barbadoes,  declaring  that  fix  or  feven  hundred  new  flaves  had 
been  recently  fold  in  the  town  of  Kingfton. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  declared,  he  was  fure  that  nothing  he  could 
offer,  would  be  deferving  of  more  notice,  than  what  came  from 
any  other  gentleman ;  but  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  he  had 
paid  more  attention  to  the  calculations  in  queftion,  than'the 
noble  Lord  could  have  bellowed  on  them  ;  and  he  would  un- 
dertake to  bring  the  mod  pofitive  proof,  that  the  population  of 
the  iflands  had  been  gradually  increafing,  from  1755  to  1788* 
and  the  importation  had  been  gradually  decreafing  all  that  pe- 
riod. Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  grounded  his  calculations  on  the 
accounts,  delivered  in  from  the  iflands  by  their  own  agent,  Mr. 
Fuller ;  and  therefore  their  accuracy  was  to  be  little  doubted  ; 
at  lead,  it  was  not  likely  that  they  would  be  more  favour- 
able to  their  fide  of  the  queftion  than  the  fa&s  fully  war- 
ranted. 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  faid,  he  (hould  take  up  but  little  oF 
the  time  of  the  Houfe.  He  declared  he  was  forry  the  Secre- 
tary of'State  had  given  up  the  bufinefs.  He  confidered  it  as  an 
inauipicious  omen.  Mr.  Cawthornc  reprobated  the  meafure  - 
that  had  been  taken  of  limiting  the  abolition  to  the  year  1796.- 
An  immediate  abolition,  he  (hould  have  confidered  as  far  pre- 
ferable. By  what  they  had  done,  they  had  entailed  mifery  on 
thofe  flaves  in  all  the  iflands,  by  compelling  them  to  remain 
flaves  from  generation  tb  generation  ;  Mr.  Cawthorne  con- 
cluded with  declaring  that  if  there  wejre  any  motion  that  was 
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more  peculiarly  liable  to  be  produ&ive  of  danger  than  another, 
it  was  that  which  the  Houfe  had  adopted.  He  laid  in  his  claim 
to  oppofe  the  bill  in  a  fubfequent  ftage  of  its  progrefs. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  faid,  he  had  purpofely  avoided 
mentioning  any  thing  of  a  bill,  which  muft  be  renewed  in  fome 
way  or  other  that  feffion,  until  the  Houfe  fhould  have  come 
to  fome  decifion  on  the  great  queftion  of  abolition.  The  pro- 
priety of  continuing  the  b'll  in  queftion,  as  it  was,  or  with  al* 
teration,  would  depend,  altogether  on  the  way  in  which  the  bill 
founded  on  the  refolutions  fliould  fee  difpofed  of ;  but  he  fhould 
imagine  it  would  better  fuit  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  and  the 
regularity  of  their  proceedings,  to  make  the  regulating  bill  a 
part  of  the  new  bill. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,  before  the  Houfe  agreed  to 
the  refolution,  he  thought  it  proper  to  aflc,  as  the  right  ^ho- 
nourable Secretary  of  State  had  given  up  the  bufinefs,  what 
,  would  become-of  the  other  refolutions?  The  Secretary  of  State 
had  brought  forward  a  motion  for  gradually  aboliftiing  the  (lave 
trade,  and  he  had.  propofed  refolutions  for  the  purpofe  of  meli- 
orating the  condition  of  the  negroes  in  the  Weft-India  iflands. 
They  had  come  to  a  refolution  to  abolilh  the  (lave  trade  in  1796. 
How  far  that  fort  of  abolition  was  confident  with  any  fenfe, 
which  our  language  gave  to  the  word  gradual,  Sir  John  faid, 
he  would  leave  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe ;  ftut  he  de~ 
fired  to  know  what  was  meant  to  be  done  with  refpeS  to  the 
addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  to  befeech  His  Majefty  to  take  mea- 
fures,  by  negociation  with  foreign  courts,  for  eftabliftiing  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  the  powers  of  Europe  for  a  complete 
abolition  of  the  (lave  trade,  Sir  John  ftated  this  refolution  as  a 
moft  important  one,  and  therefore  wifhed  for  fome  fatisfaftion 
on  that  head. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  although  he  had  underftood  his 
right  honourable  friend  to  have  given  up  all  concern  in  the* 
condu&  of  the  bill,  becaufe  by  the  decifion  of  the  Committee, 
it  no  longer  went  to  the  defcription  of  the  extent  that  his  right 
honourable  friend  had  fuggefted,  yet  he  certainly  had  not  un- 
derftood him  to  have  relinquifhed  his  intention  of  moving  an 
addrefs  to  His  Majefty  for  the  purpofe  mentioned  bv  the  ho- 
nourable Barpnet  j  he  declared  he  had  na  doubt  that  his  right 
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fionourable  friend  would  make  fucha  motion,  but  if  he  fhould 
decline  it,  he  would  certainly  make  it  himfelf. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  moved,  "  that  the  Houfe  refolv© 
**  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  far- 
*<  ther  of  means  for  aboliflring  the  flave  trade,''  and  previous 
to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  he  thought  it  proper  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  from  what  had  already  paflTed  that  day,  he  ihould 
rather  imagine,  that  it  was  not  the  wifh  of  gentlemen  to  deliver 
their  opinions  upon  thefubjecl:  in  that  ftage  of  the  buiinefs,  but 
to  allow  fuch  of  the  resolutions,  as  fhould  be  thought  neceifary 
to  move  to  be  voted,  in  order  to  ground  a  bill  upon  them,  10 
which,  when  the  blanks  fhould  be  filled  up,  gentlemen  would 
be  able  to  give  their  opinion  with  more  advantage.  The  firft 
refolution  was  one,  he  faid,  on  which  he  fhould  conceive  there 
could  be  no  difference  of  opinion,  as  it  refpe&ed  the  tonnage  of 
the  (hipping  which  he  meant  to  move  generally  to  be  limited ; 
he  faid,  he  thought  it  proper  to  mention  it  in  that  ftage  of  the 
bufinefs.  \ 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  there  could  not  be  a  moment's 
doubt  on  the  neceflity  of  limiting  the  numbers  to  be  imported 
if  the  time  was  to  be  limited,  otherwife  the  fcramble  on  the 
Coaft  of  Africa  would  be  horrible  ;  and  it  would  be  objection- 
able on  the  part  of  the  iflands,  left  they  (hbuld  be  overwhelmed 
with  crouds  of  all  ages  of  unfortunate  creatures,  more  than 
the  iflands  could  on  a  fudden  fubfift.  He  added,  that  the  mode 
of  limiting  would  be  found  difficult ;  perhaps  the  beft  manner 
would  be  by  refolving  that  no  more  fhips  ihould  be  licenfed 
than  were  already  engaged  in  the  trade.  Thus  the  amount  of 
the  compenfation  to  the  African  merchants  would  be  much  di- 
minifhed,  the  iflands  would  be  fupplied,  and  would  not  be  li- 
able to  be  fuddenly*  overftocked  with  more  negroes  than  have 
been  lately  annually  imported. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  that  the  Speaker  leave  the  ch^ir, 
which  having  been  carried,  Mr.  Beaufoy  took  his  feat  at  the 
table. 

In  the  Committee,  Mr.  Pitt  moved  the  fecond,  third,  fixth 
fighth,  and  ninth  of  the  printed  refolutions  introduced  by  Mr. 
Dundas,   with  modifications  and  amendments. 

The  refolutions  were  voted  as  moved,  ordered  to  be  reported 
that  evening,    for  the  fake  of  their  being  printed,  and  the 
'   4 
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Committee  was  afterwards,  upon  motion,  ordered  to  fit  oo 
Friday- 
The  Houle  adjourned.  x 

Widne/dty,  id  May. 

The  refolirtions  entered  info,  on  the  motion  of  Mr,  Chan- 
cellor Pitt,  on  the  (lave  trade,  were  read  a  flbcond  time, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  obferv&,.  that  for  the  preven- 
tion of  delay  in  the  progrefs  of  this  bufinefs,  it  appeared  to  him 
proper  that  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament  fhould  have,  as  early 
as  poflible,  the  outlines  of  the  plan  to  be  propofed  on  this  fub- 
je£k  laid  before  them-  He  therefore  moved,  "  That  thefe  re- 
"  fointions  be  commtmkated  to  the  Lords*  and  that  their  con- 
**  currence  be  defired  thereto."     Ordered. 

He  then  moved,  u  That  a  conference  be  defired  with  thg 
44  Lords,  on  a  fubjeft  highly  important  to  the  juftice  and  ho- 
**  novti  of  the  Britifli  nation."     OrderecL 

And  "  That  the  Earl  of  Mornington  do  go  to  the  Lords*  to 
'**  defire  that  conference."     Ordered. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. . 
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